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Goddesses Found

the night seeking fulfilment in bloody revenge for real or imagined slights. 
preah Dharani stands proudly at the gates of the Ministry of Water resources 
and Meteorology (see Fig. 12.1), on her roundabout near the Olympic mar-
ket, and in countless wat murals. the significance and relevance of the female 
in this sphere – arguably the one of most resonance for Cambodians – has 
never been diminished, despite repeated assaults on the role of women in the 
tangible world by imported ideologies that relegated women to inferior and 
dependent positions. It is here that we should look for the empowerment 
of women in Cambodia, in a culturally context-specific locale rather than a 
hybrid interpretation of misogynist perspectives foisted upon Cambodian 
culture by foreigners for over a millennium.
 Cambodian goddesses were never lost; we simply have been looking for 
them in the wrong places.

Fig. 12.1: Statue of preah Dharani, phnom penh.
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