








Goddesses Found

the night seeking fulfilment in bloody revenge for real or imagined slights.
Preah Dharani stands proudly at the gates of the Ministry of Water Resources
and Meteorology (see Fig. 12.1), on her roundabout near the Olympic mar-
ket, and in countless wat murals. The significance and relevance of the female
in this sphere — arguably the one of most resonance for Cambodians — has
never been diminished, despite repeated assaults on the role of women in the
tangible world by imported ideologies that relegated women to inferior and
dependent positions. It is here that we should look for the empowerment
of women in Cambodia, in a culturally context-specific locale rather than a
hybrid interpretation of misogynist perspectives foisted upon Cambodian
culture by foreigners for over a millennium.

Cambodian goddesses were never lost; we simply have been looking for
them in the wrong places.

Fig. 12.1: Statue of Reah Dharani, Phnom Penh.
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bhikkhuni (ordained nun), 65, 80, 196.
See also Buddhism; daun chi; nuns

blood, symbolism of, 68, 102, 139, 144

bodhisattva (Buddha-in-waiting), 22,
58,78, 122. See also Buddhism

brai (female spirits), 140-141, 144,
197, 287-288. See also devata;
female spirits; K'mouch

Brahmans, 34, 48-49, 67,75
Briggs, Lawrence Palmer, 24, 27
Buddhism, 13,23, 196, 249, 262
colonial period, 169, 189
middle period, 74-75, 78, 80-81,
83,102



Lost Goddesses

nineteenth century, 121, 123, 125
see also bodhisattva; morality; nuns

bunn (merit), 6-7

cakravartin (‘Lord of the Earth’), 6, 49,
60, 88, 154

Cambodian history. See classical peri-
od; colonial period; contemporary
period; Democratic Kampuchea;
Khmer Republic; Khmer Rouge;
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People’s Republic of Kampuchea;
preclassical period; pre-modern
period; Sangkum period

cbpab (code, law), 10, 13, 75-76,
78-80,95-96,99-103, 129 n.41,
166-167,170-171, 188, 209

Cbpab Kerti Kal, 170

Cbpab Khon Sala, 91, 96,99, 107-108

Cbpab Koan Cao, 104, 106

Cbpab Kram, 80, 106, 170

Cbpab Kram Chakrei, 87

Cbpab Preah Rajasambhir, 83,105

Cbpab Rajaneti, 104, 108

Cbpab Srei, 109, 119-122, 128 n.32,
170-172, 182, 188-189, 231, 246,
253,264, 268, 286

Cbpab Tous Bhariya, 95, 98, 118

Cbpab Trineti, 78, 104

Cbpab Tumnam pi boran, 97-99

see also laws

Cham, 17-18, 28, 30-31, 48, 64, 8485,
95,105 .19, 124, 143, 178 n.55

Cham women at the Cambodian
court, 10§, 124, 129

Champa, 28,37 n.5, 43, 50, 76

Chandler, David, 2, 9, 20, 37 n.5, 69
n.1,81,85,105n.20, 115, 126 n.7,
142,184

childbirth, 6, 61, 67,99, 102, 133, 135,
140, 160, 196-197, 218, 224
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cultural influences, 3
merchants, 99, 134, 136
observers, 17-19,22-23, 25, 34-36,
46,48, 62-63, 65, 99. See also
Zhou Daguan

chronicles, 9, 10, 75, 86-102 passim,
103 n.1, 113, 114, 115, 123-125,
132, 28S. See also Ramayana
classical period, 9, 26, 42-73 passim, 83,
109, 120, 199. See also marriage;
pre-modern period; sexual relations
Ceedés, George, 2,9, 24, 37, 66
colonial period, 8, 10, 13,79, 131, 144,
148, 150-152, 154, 157, 160, 163,
170, 202, 285, 288
French attitudes toward Cambodian
women, 175
policies, impact upon women, 157,
160-162, 173,253
see also Buddhism; education; laws;
marriage; Norodom; pre-modern
period
concubine, 34, 108 n.46. See also mar-
riage; sexual relations

contemporary period, 259-283 passim.
See also Khmer Rouge; marriage;
morality; sexual relations

court, life at, 42, 84, 86, 91, 160. See
also Cham; elite women; women of
the palace

creation mythology, 1, 19-20, 4649,
288

dancers, 36, 45, 93, 154-159, 220

daun chi (Buddhist nun), 81, 190,
196, 207,248,262, 266. See also
bhikkhuni; Buddhism; nuns

Democratic Kampuchea, 11, 190, 206,
218-233, 244, 246. See also Khmer
Rouge; sexual relations
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devadasi (temple slave), 65. See also
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devaraja (‘god-king’), 49, 56, 59
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dharma (duty), 23,75, 79, 81, 83, 123,
171

divorce, 101, 118, 136, 144, 186,214
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domestic violence, 11,98, 118, 137,
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Durga Mahishasuramardani, 20-21,
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colonial period, 148, 160, 163-171,
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Khmer Rouge, 219-221
pre-modern, 42, 62,75, 89
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250-252, 260-262, 264, 276-278
elite women, 31, 33, 49, 53, 59-60, 81,
131, 172, 191, 284. See also court;
queens; women of the palace
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151,175 n.11,178 n.5S

female spirits, 20, 141, 144, 197, 287.
See also brai; devata; K’'mouch;
meba; neak ta

fidelity, 45, 67, 83,94, 119, 129, 188,
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folktales, 13,103 n.1, 131, 170, 188,
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46-47, 59

ghosts. See K'mouch
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56,61, 64

Jayavarman VII (King) ,46-438, 56,
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the palace
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woman), 49-53, 55, 57-59, 66,
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palace
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khmei khieu (diaspora Cambodians),
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Khmer Rouge, 4, 6,8, 11-13

female leaders, 181

gender policies, 218-220, 222, 225
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treatment of women, 227-233

see also Democratic Kampuchea;
education; marriage; morality

khsae (patron—client links), 7, 33, 84,
132, 138,261,284

K'mouch (ghost), 196. See also brai;
devata; female spirits
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140,197,228

komlang (strength), 6. See also power
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Kulaprabhavati, 22-23, 32, 34

laws, 10, 13, 276, 278, 288
colonial era, 167, 185-186
nineteenth century, 117-119, 125,
136-137, 143
pre-modern period, 35, 87, 93-100
Sangkum approach to, 191-192, 209
Leclere, Adhémard, 78, 121, 133, 135,
151-152, 167,173

Ledgerwood, Judy, 3-4, 32, 119, 246,
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lesbianism, 153
LiuYe, 19, 33,37 f.n., 47-48

marriage

classical Cambodia, 46-49, 54, 57,
60, 66-68

colonial period, 150-151, 155,
158-159
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n.36

early modern period, 88, 90-91, 93,
96-97, 100-102
Khmer Rouge period, 223-224, 230
Sangkum period, 185-186, 188,
192,203
temporary, 99-100, 102, 150-151,
173. See also encongayment
‘traditional” approaches to, 111, 129,
132-135, 138-139, 142
see also concubine; sexual relations;
virginity
matrilineal succession, 2, 31, 32, 35,
55-56, 63, 69
Me Penh, 82

me sa (powerful female spirit), 142,
153, 287. See also female spirits

meba (ancestral spirits), 6, 96-97, 99,
133,238, 192,265, 288. See also
female spirits

mediums. See rup

middle period, 10, 32, 74-108 passim.
See also marriage; pre-modern
period

midwives, 60-61, 140, 160-162, 168,
176-177 n.30, 187, 211 n.17, 224

mise en valeur (development), 156

mit neary (‘female comrade’), 204,
219,222-223,229. See also Khmer
Rouge

morality, 6, 192, 195, 200-201,
208-209

Buddhist, 121, 151

contemporary attitudes toward, 268,
278

European, 159, 162, 166, 171-172

Khmer Rouge, 222-223,228-229

Muslims. See Islam

nationalism, 8, 13,171-173, 178 n.5S5,
278,286
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neak che deung (secular elite), 170

neak ta (ancestor spirits), 79,105 n.19,
140-142, 144, 196-197, 287-288.
See also female spirits

Neang Khmau, 20, 79

nineteenth century, 109-147 passim.
See also Ang Chan; Ang Duong;
Ang Mei; cbpab;

nuns, 65, 81, 165,248,262, 285. See
also bhikkhuni; Buddhism; daun chi

Norodom (King), 121, 132-133, 135,
142, 150, 153-155, 163, 175 n.21

Norodom Sihanouk (Prince/King),
10, 114, 168, 171, 181, 249, 280.
See also Sangkum period

oknha (lord), 77, 80, 81, 84-86, 89-90,
93-9§,98-99, 110, 112-113,
115-117, 123-124, 132, 141, 153,
159,170,284

oknha suttanta prachea Ind, 122,170

omnaich (influence), 6, 19, 22. See also
power

People’s Republic of Kampuchea,
238-258 passim. See also education

Phnom Penh, 74, 76-77, 81, 84,
109-110, 113-116, 132, 149, 151,
158, 160-64, 167-169, 172, 181,
189-91, 196-197, 202, 207-208,
219,223, 241-242, 244,250, 252,
260-261,264,266-267,269,273

polygyny, 36, 148,170, 175 n.13, 185,
231,248

Porée-Maspero, Evéline, 58-59

Portuguese mercenaries, 86, 90, 99,
123

power, 271,278, 285-286, 288
cultural distinctions of, 2, 4-7, 9,
12-14

early Cambodia, 18-20, 22, 25, 30,
33-34

evidence for traditional female
ideological, 131, 135, 139-143

female access to during the early
modern period, 84, 86-87, 93, 95,
103

political, 182-186,230, 271, 278

manifestations at Angkor, 42, 45-47,
49, 60, 63
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ance of, 120, 123, 125

see also adthipul; baramei; komlang;
neak ta; omnaich; selathoa

pre-modern period, 102. See also
classical period; education; laws;
marriage; middle period; preclassi-
cal period

Preah Neang Dharani, 79, 196-197,
287,289

preclassical period, 1-3, 17-41 passim,
46-49, 64, 83. See also Funan; mar-
riage; pre-modern period; Zhenla

pregnancy, 6, 64, 97, 99, 133, 135,
140-141, 197, 223-224, 228, 232

property, rights to, 30, 35, 42, 63, 66,
68,94, 134, 186, 262

prostitution. See sex work/sex workers

queens, 22, 27-33, 42, 48-49, 60, 62,
71,84,91-93, 113, 131, 184, 184.
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Jayadevi; Jyestha; Kossamak;
Vijayendralakshmi; women of the
palace
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264-265,268-269, 285. See also
bauk; sexual relations
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religion, 13, 48, 64, 74-75, 80-81, 83,
102,105 n.19, 122,129 n.41, 28S.
See also Buddhism

rup (medium), 143-144, 197-198, 287

Sangkum period, 11, 181-217 passim,
222. See also education; laws;
marriage; sexual relations

sati (widow burning), 66-67. See also
widows

selathoa (moral virtue), 6. See also power
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207,222,226, 251, 253, 263270,
272,276,278
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contemporary attitudes toward, 252,
267-270,272
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228-230
early evidence for, 45, 60, 63
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srei kouch; virginity
sexuality, female, 42, 67, 119, 167, 188,
278,285
slaves, 25,27, 30, 33-37, 53, 62-64,
69,76, 81, 83-85,97-99, 108
n.48, 115, 132-134, 152. See also
devadasi

snang (lesser royal wife, assistant to
medium), 91-92, 94, 144, 147 n.34

spirits. See brai; devata; K'mouch

srei aht leakkhana (woman without
virtue), 264-267

srei beer (waitress), 258 n.40, 267, 281
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srei kouch (prostitute), 265-267. See
also sexual relations
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189, 231, 259, 264-266, 286

State of Cambodia, 248-249
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literature, 170, 171, 182. See also
cbpab; chronicles; sexual relations
see also marriage; power; values

United Nations Transitional Authority
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values, traditional, 4, 13, 197, 253, 262,
264,271-272, 285
construction of, 170-171, 182, 206,
208-209, 231, 246,272, 278-279
Vickery, Michael, 20, 25, 27, 32, 54, 59,
103 n.1, 189,213 n.41, 223

Vietnamese

Cambodian construct of, 181, 189,
196, 199-202

French preference for, 163, 168, 178
n.55

involvement in Cambodian politics,
89, 109-117, 124, 238-240, 242,
246-247,251-253,255n.2,256
n.20

slaves in early Cambodia, 64. See also
slaves

Vijayendralakshmi (Queen), 45, 57-58

virginity, 67, 83, 188, 191-192, 253,
262,268, 270. See also marriage;
sexual relations
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widows, 23, 66-67, 85, 87,92, 97, Ya$odharapura, 17, 42, 53-57, 59, 65,
101-102, 134, 136-137, 186, 241, 74
261. See also sati

wives, categories of, 22, 32, 34, 60, 78, Zhenla, 17-18, 25

94,99-100, 107,111, 135, 160, B
186, 191, 263. See also bhariya; Zhou Daguan, 46, 59-68, 81

marriage

Wolters, OW,, 8, 35

women of the palace, 34, 60-62, 69,
91,93-94, 115, 152-55, 159-160,
173. See also ak yeay chastum;
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