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No Future, Only Violence. Unpacking the Propaganda of No Lives 
Matter and 764
Alec Magnus Stålberg Dortkardesler and Lisa Kaati

Department of Computer and Systems Sciences, Stockholm University, Stockholm, Sweden

ABSTRACT
Networks such as No Lives Matter (NLM) and 764 represent an emerging 
form of digitally mediated violent extremism shaped by nihilistic, accelera
tionist, and post-ideological logics. Rather than advancing coherent political 
objectives, their propaganda frames violence as an end in itself, rendering it 
meaningful, justified, and necessary through identity construction, emo
tional conditioning, and layered incitement strategies. This study examines 
how NLM- and 764-linked propaganda materials construct pathways to 
violence through a qualitative thematic analysis of five core documents. 
Using a six-dimensional analytical framework—dominant message, incite
ment technique, enemy construction, nature of threat, coded language, and 
emotional manipulation—the analysis captures how ideological messaging, 
operational guidance, and performative violence are integrated within 
a single communicative system. The findings show that violence is consis
tently framed as a response to existential crisis and as a means of identity 
formation, embedded within mythic, apocalyptic, and ritualized narratives. 
Indirect and identity-based incitement predominates, while explicit opera
tional guidance also plays a role. Enemy construction expands from specific 
out-groups to humanity itself, enabling both targeted and indiscriminate 
violence. Coded language and emotional manipulation further dehumanize 
victims and normalize cruelty. Overall, the study suggests that NLM- and 764- 
linked propaganda operates as an integrated system that renders violence 
actionable without centralized organization or explicit coordination, offering 
insights relevant to research, threat assessment, and prevention.
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Introduction

On a July afternoon in western Stockholm, Sweden, an elderly man was brutally attacked while 
returning home from visiting his wife in dementia care. Without warning, a 14-year-old boy stabbed 
him from behind, puncturing his lungs. The attack was filmed by the perpetrator and published online 
in a Telegram channel connected with two online extremist networks: No Lives Matter (NLM) and 
764. The 14-year-old boy exemplifies the convergence of online extremism, social coercion, and youth 
violence. The investigation revealed that the perpetrator had, over an extended period, been an active 
participant in several online chat groups dedicated to the exchange of violent content, child sexual 
abuse material, and far-right extremist propaganda. Among these groups were NLM and 764, which 
Swedish law enforcement agencies have classified as socially dangerous extremist networks driven by 
violence-oriented ideology.1 Within these digital spaces, members routinely committed criminal acts, 
documented them, and circulated the recordings to gain recognition and status among peers.

The perpetrator eventually confessed to two unprovoked knife attacks, committed in July and 
September of the same year, explaining that his motivation was to gain respect and validation from 

CONTACT Lisa Kaati lisa.kaati@dsv.su.se Department of Computer and Systems Sciences, Stockholm University, P.O. Box 
1073, Stockholm SE-164 25, Sweden

TERRORISM AND POLITICAL VIOLENCE               
https://doi.org/10.1080/09546553.2026.2713218

© 2026 The Author(s). Published with license by Taylor & Francis Group, LLC.  
This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/), 
which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. The terms on which this 
article has been published allow the posting of the Accepted Manuscript in a repository by the author(s) or with their consent.

http://www.tandfonline.com
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/09546553.2026.2713218&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2026-08-25


members of these online communities. Although he later expressed remorse, the perpetrator reported 
that he had experienced significant psychological pressure and coercion from other participants, who 
encouraged him to translate online violent discourse into real-world action. His case illustrates how 
decentralized extremist ecosystems can exploit adolescent vulnerability and social isolation, trans
forming the pursuit of digital approval into acts of tangible, ideologically unanchored violence.2

Although NLM and 764 initially operated in close alliance, recent reports suggest a growing 
divergence. NLM has sought to distance itself from 764’s associations with Satanism and child 
exploitation, refocusing instead on misanthropic violence and dehumanization.3 This divergence is 
analytically relevant, as it illustrates how closely related extremist milieus adapt their symbolic 
boundaries while retaining shared mechanisms of incitement and validation.

Both No Lives Matter (NLM) and 764 promote targeted violence, self-harm, and animal abuse, 
drawing on what has been described as a nihilistic variant of accelerationist extremism. Rather than 
advancing a coherent political or religious agenda, this worldview—often described as nihilistic 
accelerationism—privileges chaos, destruction, and the rejection of societal norms as ends in them
selves. Within these online communities, conformity is framed as a sign of weakness, and individuals 
perceived as adhering to conventional expectations are labeled “mundane” and rendered legitimate 
targets for punishment.4 Violence, within this schema, is not instrumental but existential—an act of 
meaning-making in an otherwise meaningless world.

In contrast to traditional extremist organizations characterized by hierarchical command struc
tures, defined agendas, and centralized recruitment strategies, networks such as NLM and 764 are 
leaderless, decentralized, and highly digitally adaptive. Their activities are sustained through encrypted 
communication channels, ephemeral platforms, and fluid constellations of participants who engage in 
both symbolic and physical violence. Anonymity, social engineering tactics, and highly stylized visual 
propaganda enable radicalization processes to unfold outside formal organizational oversight.

These characteristics reflect broader trends in contemporary violent extremism, which increasingly 
operates through digitally mediated milieus lacking formal membership, stable leadership, or coherent 
ideological programs. Rather than functioning as bounded organizations, contemporary violent 
extremism milieus resemble fluid ecosystems in which narratives, tactics, and symbols circulate across 
platforms and are selectively adopted by loosely connected actors.5 This structure lowers barriers to 
participation by enabling intermittent engagement, allowing individuals to move in and out of 
extremist spaces while adopting elements that resonate with personal motivations or situational 
grievances.6

A particularly concerning feature of networks such as NLM and 764 is their deliberate targeting of 
disaffected youth. These milieus exploit experiences of alienation, frustration, and social margin
alization by offering a distorted sense of belonging and empowerment. Within their digital subcul
tures, violence functions as a form of social currency: increasingly extreme and graphic acts are 
rewarded with recognition and status, transforming brutality into performative rituals of affirmation 
and dehumanization.7

In this context, nihilistic and accelerationist forms of violent extremism have received increasing 
attention from researchers. In accelerationist milieus, violence is not primarily used to achieve specific 
political goals. Instead, it is treated as an end in itself, intended to disrupt social order, weaken moral 
limits, and make brutality seem normal.8 These milieus often reject clear ideological programs and 
instead emphasize provocation, destruction, and transgression. This makes them difficult to under
stand using traditional models of radicalization that focus on belief systems rather than participation 
in violent acts and shared practices.9

Psychological research helps explain how sustained engagement in these environments can lower 
moral barriers to violence. Processes of moral disengagement—such as dehumanization, diffusion of 
responsibility, and moral justification—enable individuals to participate in or endorse extreme 
violence without proportional moral self-sanction.10 Amplified by anonymity, distance from victims, 
and peer reinforcement, these mechanisms normalize extreme expressions and actions over time, 
rendering acts of cruelty increasingly permissible or even admirable.11
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Digital platforms allow violent narratives to spread quickly, make it easier for groups to move 
between platforms when content is moderated, and support the formation of transnational online 
communities based more on shared emotions than shared ideas.12 For younger participants in 
particular, these spaces can provide a sense of identity, purpose, and peer recognition that they may 
experience as lacking in offline settings.13

The decentralized organization of these networks, their reliance on digitally mediated radicaliza
tion, and their framing of violence as both performative and socially rewarding are evident in milieus 
associated with NLM and 764, which have been documented as combining violent extremism, coercive 
control, and child sexual exploitation within online environments.14 Although the two milieus share 
overlapping online spaces and symbolic repertoires, existing research points to important differences 
in their structure, objectives, and modes of engagement. However, relatively little is known about how 
such differences are articulated, normalized, and transmitted through the communicative practices of 
the milieus themselves.

This study addresses this gap by examining extremist manuals and instructional documents 
circulated within NLM- and 764-affiliated environments. Rather than merely describing violence, 
these texts actively construct and legitimize it by prescribing behaviors, emotional orientations, and 
group norms. Analyzing these materials makes it possible to examine how violence is rendered 
meaningful, how participants are positioned in relation to imagined communities, and how moral 
boundaries are systematically reshaped within nihilistic extremist milieus, capturing the internal logic 
of these environments beyond individual incidents.

By analyzing the extremist manuals and instructional documents, this study aims to contribute to 
research on violent extremism and extremist communication in several ways. Empirically, it offers 
a systematic analysis of propaganda documents produced within an understudied yet increasingly 
visible form of nihilistic and accelerationist extremism. Methodologically, it applies a six-dimensional 
analytical framework that brings together dominant messaging, incitement techniques, constructions 
of enemies, articulations of threat, coded language, and emotional manipulation, allowing propaganda 
to be examined as a layered communicative practice rather than as isolated ideological or operational 
content. Conceptually, the study suggests that, within post-ideological extremist milieus, violence may 
function as a key source of meaning, identity, and belonging, becoming actionable through affective 
conditioning and performative scripting rather than through coherent political doctrine or centralized 
organizational control. These questions are not just academic. With hundreds of investigations now 
linked to 764 and related networks, and several countries moving to ban them, understanding how this 
material incites and normalizes violence matters more and more to analysts and practitioners.15

Research question

Understanding how violence is made meaningful, justified, and actionable in this context is important 
for both analytical and preventive purposes. NLM- and 764-related materials blur the boundaries 
between propaganda, operational guidance, and symbolic performance by combining identity forma
tion, emotional conditioning, ritualized imagery, and incitement within the same content. This 
hybridity complicates detection and risk assessment, as radicalization can occur without formal 
group membership or explicit calls for coordinated attacks.

Against this backdrop, the study addresses the following research question:
How do No Lives Matter (NLM) and 764 propaganda materials construct violence as meaningful, 

justified, and actionable through identity formation, emotional manipulation, and incitement strategies?
By analyzing NLM- and 764-linked documents using qualitative thematic analysis, this study 

contributes to a more nuanced understanding of how contemporary nihilistic and accelerationist 
propaganda operates at cognitive, emotional, and behavioral levels. The findings extend existing 
models of extremist communication and offer insights relevant to threat assessment, prevention, 
and future research on online violent extremism.
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Literature review

Research on nihilistic violent extremism (NVE) is new, but it is growing fast. Part of what makes NVE 
hard to study is also what draws attention to it: the violence often has no clear political or religious goal 
and seems aimed at spreading chaos and harm for its own sake. So far, most studies have focused on 
three things. The first is the wider “Com” network and its offshoots, such as 764 and No Lives Matter. 
The second is the way these groups target and harm minors, often drawing children into self-harm, 
abuse, and violence online. The third is the manifestos and other long texts that attackers write, which 
researchers read to work out what these individuals believe and how they justify violence.16

Hart’s study is a good example of this third strand. Reading the manifestos of four attackers, Hart 
identifies four recurring themes: degeneracy (the idea that modern society and most people in it are 
corrupt and worthless); no lives matter, but some matter less (a deep hatred of humanity, with some 
groups ranked as even more worthless than others); self-hatred (the authors’ own despair and poor 
mental health); and the veneration of violence (the belief that violence is the only worthwhile act and 
the only way to “cleanse” the world).17 Together these themes mark nihilistic extremism out from 
right-wing extremism. The two share much of the same imagery and language, but where right-wing 
extremism seeks to defend an in-group, NVE turns on everyone who has not committed violence.

Alongside this academic work, governments and policy bodies have begun to map the scale and 
shape of the threat, setting out their own definitions and warning that it is spreading quickly among 
young people online.18

A parallel strand of work has begun to examine how decentralized far-right networks use publica
tion-format propaganda to incite violence. Analyzing zines produced by the Terrorgram Collective, 
Lundmark et al. show that these publications closely resemble attacker manifestos—opening with 
a crisis narrative, supplying an ideological rationale, and then offering concrete tactical guidance—and 
that they function as operational tools rather than purely ideological texts. They also find that most 
threatening content is conveyed through veiled or indirect language and is aimed at soft targets such as 
individuals and minority communities. That study, however, concerns an explicitly accelerationist, 
white-supremacist milieu.19

What remains comparatively unexamined is the equivalent body of operational manuals and 
instructional documents that circulate within NLM- and 764-affiliated environments—texts whose 
communicative work is to prescribe behavior rather than only to narrate a worldview, and whose 
milieu, unlike Terrorgram’s, lacks a coherent guiding ideology. Although such how-to material has 
been noted in policy and grey-literature reporting, no systematic qualitative analysis of this instruc
tional corpus within NLM and 764 has yet been undertaken. The present study addresses that gap. Its 
empirical contribution is to provide one of the first close analyses of these manuals, treating them not 
as ancillary to manifestos but as a distinct communicative form in which ideological conditioning and 
operational guidance are fused.

Theoretical framework

Analytically, the study builds on communicative and linguistic approaches to extremist propaganda. 
Ingram’s account of extremist messaging as an interplay of identity-, crisis- and solution-reinforcing 
appeals provides the basis for our dominant-message dimension.20 To this we add scholarship on 
narrative persuasion and affective appeals, which shows how stories and emotions shape attitudes and 
lower barriers to violence,21 and work on the comparative language of extremist texts.22

The paper’s theoretical contribution is to extend this framework to a new object. Ingram’s model 
was developed to explain how propaganda persuades and mobilizes broad audiences; we adapt it to 
instructional documents whose purpose is not only to legitimize violence but to operationalize it. In 
doing so we find that two dimensions—coded language and emotional manipulation—require analy
tical categories that go beyond the original scheme, so the study enhances rather than merely applies 
the framework.

4 A. M. STÅLBERG DORTKARDESLER AND L. KAATI



Method

Data

The data used in this study consists of five core documents adopted and circulated within NLM- and 
764-affiliated online environments and treated by participants as authoritative and canonical texts. 
The materials were obtained from archived copies accessible to researchers; no private communica
tions were used. Collectively, the documents span more than 180 pages. The documents are:

● NLM Manhunt Guide—A manual combining practical instructions and motivational framing 
for conducting targeted “manhunts.” It interweaves recruitment messaging with themes of 
horror, ritual, and performative violence.

● NLM Terror Guide—A document detailing methods for generating widespread fear and public 
disruption, framing urban terror both as a tactical operation and as a cult-like performance.

● NLM Kill Guide—A step-by-step manual for committing violent acts that emphasizes a sadistic 
tone, strategies for maintaining anonymity, and explicit cult branding.

● NLM × 764 Classified—A propaganda tract announcing an alignment between groups; it func
tions as a recruitment piece grounded in cosmic-war narratives and emotional manipulation.

● Haters Handbook—A comprehensive manifesto that fuses ideological indoctrination with 
tactical guidance, social-engineering techniques, and an apocalyptic worldview.

Table 1 shows the length, purpose, format, and visual aesthetic for the documents. Three of the 
documents—the NLM Manhunt Guide, NLM Terror Guide, and NLM Kill Guide—are primarily 
operational in nature, explicitly structured as tactical manuals. These texts focus on enabling violent 
action through procedural guidance and are visually framed using horror, occult, and sadistic imagery, 
reinforcing violence as both instrumental and ritualized.

The NLM × 764 Classified document occupies a hybrid position, combining indoctrinational 
content with operational instruction. Its format blends elements of manuals with parody news and 
performance-based media, using satire alongside occult and death symbolism to normalize extreme 
violence while obscuring intent. This hybrid structure allows ideological conditioning and tactical 
guidance to function simultaneously.

In contrast, the Haters Handbook differs markedly in scope and function. As indicated in Table 1, it 
is substantially longer than the other documents and primarily serves as an ideological doctrine. 
Structured as a hybrid manifesto, it emphasizes worldview formation, moral inversion, and identity 
construction rather than immediate tactical instruction. Its apocalyptic and esoteric visual aesthetic 
supports long-term radicalization by framing violence as cosmically justified and historically 
inevitable.

Analytical framework

To better understand how extremist propaganda materials attributed to NLM, 764, and 
affiliated actors operate to incite, legitimize, and normalize violence, this study applies an 

Table 1. Overview of the propaganda documents.

Document Pages Purpose Format Visual aesthetic

NLM Manhunt 
Guide

8 Operational instruction Tactical manual Horror, occult

NLM Terror Guide 19 Operational instruction Tactical manual with 
satire

Illustrated terror

NLM Kill Guide 11 Operational instruction Tactical manual Horror, sadism, performative imagery
NLM × 764 
Classified

23 Indoctrination + operational 
instruction

Hybrid manual Parody media, occult and death 
symbolism

Haters Handbook 122 Ideological doctrine Hybrid manifesto Apocalyptic, esoteric
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analytical framework consisting of six dimensions. These dimensions capture what messages 
are communicated, how enemies are defined, and how language and emotions are used to 
influence audiences. Collectively, they illustrate how propaganda builds meaning, identity, and 
emotional commitment in ways that lower moral barriers and render violence justified or 
necessary. While the dominant-message dimension is adapted from an existing framework 
(Ingram’s identity—crisis—solution model), the other five were developed inductively from the 
corpus and grounded in prior research.

The six dimensions in the framework are:

● Dominant Message
● Incitement Technique
● Enemy Construction
● Nature of Threat
● Coded Language
● Emotional Manipulation

Each dimension is summarized with a brief description in Table 2. Together, these dimensions 
provide an analytical tool for examining extremist propaganda as a multi-layered process 
combining narrative structure, emotional conditioning, linguistic coding, and behavioral 
incitement.

The analysis proceeded in two stages. First, a qualitative thematic analysis of the material was 
conducted to identify recurring categories within each of the six dimensions. In the second stage, each 
page was systematically coded across all six analytical dimensions: dominant message, incitement 
technique, enemy construction, nature of threat, coded language, and emotional manipulation. 
Coding was conducted at the page level, allowing multiple dimensions to be identified on a single 
page where relevant.

Not all pages contained material suitable for analysis. Pages consisting solely of technical format
ting, navigation elements, or non-communicative content (e.g., blank pages or purely decorative 
elements) were excluded from coding, as they did not contain images or text that could be mean
ingfully interpreted within the analytical framework.

Previous studies have used qualitative thematic analysis to examine extremist propaganda by 
identifying recurring narratives, visual motifs, and rhetorical strategies. Winter analyzed Islamic 
State (IS) propaganda by coding media outputs according to the dominant theme,24 and Zelin 
employed thematic content analysis to map narrative frames and visual patterns in official IS 
propaganda, highlighting how violence and militant identity are normalized through repeated sym
bolic and textual cues.25

Table 2. Analytical dimensions used to examine extremist propaganda, summarizing key communicative, ideological, and emotional 
mechanisms.

Dimension Description

Dominant Message Dominant propaganda message, categorized as identity-enforcing, crisis-enforcing, or solution-enforcing in 
accordance with Ingram’s analytical framework.23

Incitement 
Technique

How the material encourages action, for example through calls to violence, praise of aggression, or heroic 
framing.

Enemy 
Construction

How groups or individuals are portrayed as enemies, often by dehumanizing them or presenting them as 
threats.

Nature of Threat Whether threats within the propaganda are expressed as latent or ideological threats, implied or 
anticipatory threats, explicit threats of violence, explicit operational threats, or enacted and demonstrated 
threats.

Coded Language Distinctive linguistic markers like slogans, memes, chants, or unique vocabulary used to unify followers and 
encode extremist identity.

Emotional 
Manipulation

Emotional cues are strategically embedded to evoke responses like anger, pride, despair, or mockery, 
facilitating engagement and radicalization.
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Six dimensions of propaganda

Dominant propaganda message

To identify the dominant propaganda message, Ingram’s framework was applied,26 distinguishing 
between identity-enforcing, crisis-enforcing, and solution-enforcing messages. Identity-enforcing 
messages are designed to foster recognition, belonging, and a sense of in-group meaning. Crisis- 
enforcing messages aim to induce stress, threat perception, or existential urgency, thereby reducing 
deliberative reasoning and increasing openness to extreme responses. Solution-enforcing messages 
present a proposed resolution to the crisis, typically framed as violent action.

Incitement techniques

Incitement techniques were coded to capture how the material encourages, enables, or normalizes 
violence, ranging from explicit operational instruction to more indirect psychological and ideological 
mechanisms. Four analytically distinct forms of incitement were identified in the material. This four- 
part typology was developed inductively from the corpus. In building it, we drew on scholarship on 
narrative persuasion in extremist messaging.27

Direct operational incitement refers to explicit instructions or commands intended to facilitate real- 
world violent or illegal action. This includes step-by-step descriptions of attacks, weapon selection and 
construction, tactical guidance on targeting, evasion, and counter-forensics, as well as direct calls to 
kill or destroy. Content coded in this category functions as practical guidance designed to lower 
barriers to execution.

Identity—psychological incitement captures forms of encouragement that promote violence through 
identity construction, moral disengagement, and emotional conditioning rather than through explicit 
operational detail. Here, violence is framed as an expression of belonging, destiny, or existential duty. 
Indicators include heroization and mythologization of violent actors, manifesto-style narratives, calls 
for emotional detachment, and the portrayal of violence as purification, obligation, or self-realization. 
Mass murder and self-sacrifice may be glorified, and cruelty normalized through symbolic storytelling, 
visual modeling, and totalizing or genocidal rhetoric, even when no specific tactics are explicitly 
described.

Symbolic, ritual, and ideological conditioning refers to the gradual preparation for violence through 
the transformation of worldview and moral frameworks. This form of incitement operates through 
symbolism and ritualization rather than direct calls to action. Indicators include occult or satanic 
imagery, historical or mythic narratives, loyalty rituals, moral inversion, and the dehumanization of 
life as a whole. Such content conditions the reader to accept violence as sacred, inevitable, or morally 
justified.

Recruitment, grooming, and coercive mobilization encompass techniques designed to move indivi
duals from passive consumption toward active participation. This includes explicit invitations to join 
networks, stepwise grooming processes, gamification and status systems, and forms of coercion that 
link violence to belonging, recognition, survival, or advancement within the group. These techniques 
function to translate ideological alignment into commitment and action.

Enemy construction

Enemy construction was analyzed to capture how the material defines, expands, and hierarchizes 
legitimate targets of hostility and violence. Across the corpus, enemy framing operates along 
a continuum of scope, ranging from the total negation of humanity itself to more specific civilian, 
social, and institutional targets. Enemy construction and its categories build on existing theory. 
Haslam’s split between animalistic and mechanistic dehumanization lies behind the animal/vermin 
and object/tool framings; Bandura’s work on moral disengagement—dehumanizing victims, blaming 
them, and recasting violence as “purification”—explains how these framings lower the barriers to 
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harm; and Steizinger’s study of Nazi ideology informs the genocidal, cleansing tone of the broadest 
category. The continuum itself, and the idea that all of humanity is dehumanized, are our own 
additions.28

At the broadest level, the material constructs humanity itself as the enemy. In this framing, 
civilization, “all life,” or the “mundane world” is depicted as fundamentally corrupt, illegitimate, or 
deserving of destruction. Such universalized dehumanization removes all moral distinction between 
combatants and non-combatants and is frequently articulated through genocidal or species-wide 
language that frames annihilation as purification or necessity.

A second recurring pattern involves the construction of the general civilian population as 
a legitimate target. Civilians are framed as anonymous, interchangeable masses rather than as 
individuals, often described as prey or obstacles rather than moral subjects. Indicators include 
indiscriminate targeting logic—where age, sex, or personal identity is declared irrelevant—and 
repeated references to public spaces such as cities, festivals, transport systems, or crowded events, 
reinforcing a mass-casualty orientation.

The material also frequently identifies dehumanized social or ideological groups as enemies. These 
groups are often broadly defined and rhetorically vague, described through labels such as “scum,” 
“degenerates,” or “bio-waste.” Racial, religious, political, or cultural categories are collapsed into 
generalized markers of corruption, enabling flexible and expansive targeting. This vagueness is 
analytically significant, as it allows the enemy category to be continually redefined without constraint.

In addition, the propaganda singles out targeted, vulnerable, or instrumentalized individuals. 
Certain populations—such as women, children, traumatized individuals, or those reduced to bodily 
or anatomical functions—are framed as expendable, usable, or symbolically valuable. In these cases, 
individuals are not constructed as ideological adversaries but as objects, tools, or resources, with 
vulnerability itself functioning as justification for harm.

Finally, the material constructs internal and institutional enemies. External institutions such as law 
enforcement, surveillance systems, state authorities, journalists, and researchers are framed as obsta
cles to operational success or ideological survival. Simultaneously, internal actors—such as inactive 
members, dissidents, or those deemed weak or disloyal—are portrayed as threats to group purity and 
cohesion. This dual framing reinforces both outward aggression and inward discipline.

Taken together, these patterns demonstrate a systematic expansion of enemy construction, moving 
from abstract, totalizing dehumanization toward increasingly specific yet still flexible targets. This 
escalation enables both indiscriminate mass violence and targeted coercion while maintaining ideo
logical coherence across different forms of action.

Nature of threat

The nature of threat captures how violent intent is articulated and escalated across the material, 
ranging from diffuse ideological menace to explicit and enacted violence. Table 3 summarizes the 
categories identified, illustrating how threats progress from abstract worldview-based justification to 
implied imminence, overt declarations of violence, operationalized guidance, and, in some cases, 
demonstrated or claimed real-world harm. This five-point escalation typology is developed inductively 
from the material rather than adopted from a prior source.

Coded language

To examine how language is used to encode extremist identity and facilitate radicalization, the analysis 
included a dedicated focus on coded language. Coded language was defined as distinctive linguistic 
markers—such as slogans, memes, chants, recurring phrases, and specialized vocabulary—that func
tion to unify followers, signal in-group belonging, and communicate ideological meaning in com
pressed or indirect forms. This dimension is informed by recent work on the continuum from explicit 
to coded expression in extremist discourse.29
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During the coding process, each document page was reviewed for recurring terms, phrases, stylistic 
conventions, and symbolic expressions that carried meaning beyond their literal content. This 
included both textual elements (e.g., slogans, labels, nicknames, and specialized jargon) and hybrid 
forms combining text with visual cues (e.g., meme formats, stylized typography, or repeated graphic 
motifs). Particular attention was paid to language that appeared to normalize violence, dehumanize 
targets, sacralize harm, or frame violent action as skillful, necessary, or honorable.

Codes were developed inductively through iterative readings of the material and were refined 
through constant comparison across documents. Linguistic elements were coded not only for their 
semantic content but also for their communicative function—such as identity signaling, emotional 
activation, recruitment, or escalation. Ambiguous or context-dependent expressions were interpreted 
in relation to surrounding text, imagery, and the broader ideological framework of NLM and 764.

This approach allowed the analysis to capture how coded language operates as a mechanism of 
cohesion and radicalization, enabling communication that is simultaneously expressive, mobilizing, 
and, in some cases, evasive. By systematically identifying and categorizing these linguistic markers, the 
study assesses how language contributes to the construction of a shared extremist identity and 
supports the normalization and progression of violence.

Emotional manipulation

The categories of emotional tone and emotional manipulation identified in the NLM- and 764-linked 
material are summarized in Table 4. The table illustrates how affective strategies are systematically 
deployed to support the normalization and escalation of violence. Rather than relying on a single 
emotional register, the material was coded to capture multiple affective modes that operate in 
complementary ways. The emotional tone and emotional manipulation categories draw on scholar
ship on affect and persuasion in radicalization.30

At one end of the spectrum, triumphalist—superiority tones frame violence as proof of dominance, 
destiny, and elite status, presenting destruction as achievement and moral validation. This is paired 
with cold instrumental detachment, where violence is stripped of emotional or ethical significance and 
instead presented through clinical, technical, or procedural language that emphasizes efficiency and 
control. Together, these modes reduce moral inhibition while reinforcing a sense of competence and 
authority.

Simultaneously, fanatical—apocalyptic intensity sacralizes violence by embedding it within fatal
istic or cosmic narratives, framing destruction as inevitable, necessary, or spiritually mandated. 
Menacing—predatory aggression further amplifies fear and domination through imagery and 

Table 3. Categories of the nature of threat identified in NLM- and 764-linked material, capturing escalation from latent ideological 
menace and implied anticipatory signals to explicit violent intent, operationalized threat guidance, and demonstrated or enacted 
violence.

Category Definition Typical indicators / Expressions (Analytical)

Latent / 
Ideological 
Threat

Threat is embedded in worldview construction rather 
than articulated as imminent violence; violence is 
framed as logical, necessary, or inevitable.

Dehumanization of humanity; spiritual or cosmic 
warfare framing; purification narratives; glorification of 
violence without calls to act.

Implied / 
Anticipatory 
Threat

Violence is suggested as imminent or ongoing without 
explicit articulation; threat conveyed through tone, 
imagery, or contextual cues.

Threatening imagery (weapons, corpses); phrases 
implying escalation (“soon,” “endless attacks”); militant 
titles and iconography; hints of coordination.

Explicit Threat 
of Violence

Violence is openly stated as an intention, goal, or 
obligation, but without detailed operational guidance.

Direct calls to kill or exterminate; genocidal rhetoric; 
declarations of readiness or duty; celebration of attacks 
with exhortation.

Explicit 
Operational 
Threat

Threat is expressed through actionable guidance or 
concrete planning that enables immediate execution of 
violence.

Step-by-step instructions; weapon selection or 
construction; target and method specification; 
guidance on evasion, recording, or coordination.

Enacted / 
Demonstrated 
Threat

Violence is demonstrated rather than hypothetical, 
through claims, documentation, or evidence of real- 
world harm.

First-person accounts of killings; filmed or narrated 
attacks; ongoing campaigns; institutionalized violence 
(points, quotas, duties).
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language associated with hunting, pursuit, and ritualized cruelty. Finally, contemptuous—dehuma
nizing disdain erodes empathy by portraying targets as subhuman, disposable, or morally void, 
thereby legitimizing unrestricted harm.

Results

The dominant propaganda messaging

A total of 171 pages were assigned a dominant propaganda message. Figure 1 illustrates how identity- 
enforcing, crisis-enforcing, and solution-enforcing message frames co-occur across the analyzed 
NLM- and 764-linked material. The analysis shows a clear dominance of solution-enforcing messa
ging, which constitutes the most frequent single category (n = 40). This indicates a strong emphasis on 
proposed actions, behavioral directives, or perceived “ways out” of ideologically framed problems, 
rather than prolonged problem description alone.

Combinations involving identity construction are particularly prominent. The overlap 
between identity-enforcing and solution-enforcing messages (n = 35) and identity-, crisis-, 
and solution-enforcing messages (n = 27) represents the most common combination. This 
pattern suggests that proposed solutions are most often embedded within narratives of 
collective identity, and frequently reinforced by a concurrent framing of crisis. In these 
cases, identity may function as a bridge that links perceived threats to justified or necessary 
action.

The identity-enforcing and crisis-enforcing combination (n = 23) reflects a common radicalization 
logic in which belonging is constructed through shared perceptions of threat, loss, or existential 
danger. Here, crisis-enforcing messages increase emotional investment in the in-group, even when 
explicit solutions are not yet articulated.

In contrast, solely crisis-enforcing messages are rare (n = 5). This indicates that crisis framing 
seldom appears in isolation and is typically embedded within identity-enforcing and/or coupled with 
solution-enforcing messaging. Rather than presenting crisis as an open-ended condition, the material 

Table 4. Categories of emotional tone and emotional manipulation identified in NLM- and 764-linked material, showing how 
affective strategies range from triumphalist superiority and cold instrumental detachment to fanatical—apocalyptic intensity, 
predatory menace, and contemptuous dehumanization in the normalization and escalation of violence.

Category Analytical definition Key indicators (Coding cues) Illustrative examples (Analytical)

Triumphalist— 
Superiority 
Tone

Frames violence, hatred, and 
destruction as proof of dominance, 
destiny, or elite status. Emotion 
communicates victory and elevation 
above others.

Boastful or celebratory language; 
exaltation of killers or leaders; 
claims of destiny, supremacy, or 
godlike status; branding of violence 
as success.

“Triumphant,” “godlike,” “we are the 
future,” “white martyrs,” 
glorification of mass killers; slogans 
celebrating destruction as 
achievement.

Cold— 
Instrumental 
Detachment

Suppresses emotion to present 
violence as rational, technical, and 
procedural, minimizing moral or 
human considerations.

Clinical or bureaucratic diction; 
step-by-step phrasing; focus on 
efficiency, tools, anatomy, 
concealment; absence of emotional 
language.

“Methodical,” “clinical,” “cause more 
damage to organs,” “dispose 
afterwards,” “operational 
readiness,” instructional guides 
framed as neutral manuals.

Fanatical— 
Apocalyptic 
Intensity

Mobilizes extreme affect by framing 
violence as inevitable, sacred, or 
necessary for cosmic or historical 
resolution.

Apocalyptic imagery; fatalistic or 
messianic language; inevitability 
framing; calls for total commitment 
or extinction-level violence.

“Endless attacks,” “death to all life,” 
“final purification,” “collapse is 
necessary,” rhetoric presenting 
genocide as moral destiny.

Menacing— 
Predatory 
Aggression

Evokes fear and domination by 
framing violence as pursuit, 
hunting, or ritualized cruelty, often 
with sadistic undertones.

Hunting metaphors; threat-laden 
imperatives; emphasis on control, 
fear, and suffering; ritual or 
performance framing.

“Hunt your prey,” “manhunt,” 
“make it as bloody as possible,” 
“record the attack,” language 
emphasizing terror and victim 
helplessness.

Contemptuous 
— 
Dehumanizing 
Disdain

Uses disgust, mockery, and moral 
negation to strip targets of 
humanity and justify unrestricted 
harm.

Slurs and dehumanizing labels; 
mockery; portrayal of victims as 
waste, scum, or objects; moral 
dismissal of empathy.

“Scum,” “bio-trash,” “degenerates,” 
“objects,” mocking tone toward 
victims and outsiders; ridicule of 
compassion or restraint.
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tends to integrate it into broader ideological structures that offer belonging, direction, or justification 
for action.

Presence of incitement techniques

The analysis reveals a high prevalence of incitement techniques across the examined material, with 
notable variation in how action is encouraged. As illustrated in Figure 2, indirect and identity-based 
forms of incitement dominate the material, indicating that mobilization is most often achieved 
through gradual processes of identification, normalization, and ideological alignment rather than 
through explicit commands alone.

Indirect incitement techniques—such as role modeling, mythic narratives, and the normalization of 
violence through storytelling—appear most frequently. These techniques construct aspirational iden
tities and frame violence as meaningful, heroic, or inevitable, thereby lowering psychological barriers 
to engagement without requiring immediate action.

Direct psychological incitement is also prominent. This category includes explicit efforts to 
dismantle moral restraints through dehumanization, glorification of mass violence, and framing 
violence as a duty or destiny. Such techniques intensify emotional commitment and foster acceptance 
of extreme harm, often serving as a bridge between ideological conditioning and operational readiness.

By contrast, direct operational incitement, involving explicit instructions or tactical guidance for 
real-world violence, is less frequent but remains a significant component of the material. Its presence 
indicates moments where ideological messaging shifts toward concrete preparation and execution.

Finally, recruitment- and grooming-oriented incitement appears less frequently than other cate
gories but plays a strategic role in sustaining the ecosystem of violence. These techniques focus on 

Figure 1. Overlap of identity-, crisis-, and solution-enforcing messages across the analyzed documents.
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drawing readers into networks, reinforcing belonging, and linking participation to status, loyalty, or 
survival within the movement.

Overall, the distribution of incitement techniques suggests a layered radicalization strategy in which 
indirect and psychological incitement establish ideological commitment, while operational and 
recruitment-oriented techniques selectively advance individuals toward active participation in 
violence.

Constructing the enemy

As shown in Figure 3, the most frequent enemy category is the general civilian population (n = 44). 
Civilians are repeatedly framed as legitimate, interchangeable targets—often described through terms 
such as “mundane,” “prey,” or anonymous masses—indicating an explicit rejection of civilian immu
nity and a normalization of mass-casualty logic.

Figure 2. Distribution of incitement techniques across NLM- and 764-linked material.

Figure 3. Distribution of enemy construction categories across the analyzed material. The graph shows the frequency of references to 
general civilians, internal and institutional enemies, universalized humanity, dehumanized social or ideological groups, and targeted 
vulnerable or instrumentalized individuals.
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Closely following this, internal and institutional enemies account for a substantial portion of the 
material (n = 40). This category includes law enforcement, state institutions, media, surveillance 
systems, as well as internal dissidents and “weak” members. The prominence of this category suggests 
that the propaganda not only directs hostility outward but also actively polices loyalty, discipline, and 
ideological purity within the movement. Internal control and resistance to external oversight thus 
emerge as central components of the enemy framework.

A striking feature of the material is the prevalence of universalized humanity as enemy (n = 38). In 
these instances, hostility extends beyond specific groups to humanity itself, life as such, or civilization 
in its entirety. Phrases invoking the “purification of all mankind” or the destruction of “all life forms” 
reflect a totalizing and nihilistic worldview in which violence is no longer instrumental but existen
tially justified.

Dehumanized social or ideological groups constitute another major category (n = 31). This includes 
racial, religious, political, and moral out-groups—such as Jews, Christians, non-white populations, 
feminists, or “degenerates”—who are portrayed through conspiratorial, biologized, or morally 
inverted narratives. These constructions function to concentrate hostility, legitimize collective punish
ment, and reinforce in-group cohesion through shared enemies.

Finally, targeted vulnerable or instrumentalized individuals appear less frequently (n = 11) but 
represent a qualitatively distinct form of enemy construction. This category includes vulnerable 
women, marginalized civilians, and singular victims selected for symbolic or instrumental purposes. 
Rather than indiscriminate hostility, these instances reflect calculated exploitation and coercion, often 
embedded in grooming or manipulation narratives.

Taken together, the findings indicate that enemy construction in the material operates on multiple 
levels simultaneously: mass dehumanization of civilians, internal discipline and control, group-based 
scapegoating, and, in many cases, a collapse of distinctions between enemy and humanity itself. This 
layered structure supports both large-scale violence and sustained ideological maintenance, reinfor
cing the movement’s capacity for radicalization, cohesion, and escalation.

Nature of threat

Figure 4 illustrates the relative prevalence of different threat types, ranging from latent and ideological 
threats to enacted or demonstrated violence. Enacted and operational threats constitute the largest 
share, indicating a strong emphasis on realized or immediately actionable violence. Implied and 

Figure 4. Distribution of threat categories across NLM- and 764-linked material.
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explicit threats are also prominent, reflecting frequent signaling of imminent harm alongside overt 
declarations of violent intent. Latent or purely ideological threats appear least frequently, suggesting 
that most content extends beyond abstract rhetoric toward explicit or operationalized violence.

Overall, the distribution of threat categories shows a clear progression from ideologically 
embedded menace to fully operationalized violence. Latent and ideological threats constitute the 
smallest share, indicating that relatively little content remains at the level of abstract worldview 
construction alone. Implied or anticipatory threats are more prevalent, reflecting frequent use of 
visual symbolism, militant framing, and suggestive language to signal impending violence with
out explicit articulation. Explicit threats of violence appear at a comparable level, demonstrating 
a willingness to openly articulate intentions to kill, exterminate, or inflict harm, though often 
without immediate tactical detail. Notably, explicit operational threats represent a substantial 
portion of the material. This underscores the prominence of step-by-step guidance, weapon 
instruction, and concrete planning aimed at enabling real-world attacks. The largest category 
consists of enacted or demonstrated threats, indicating extensive inclusion of claimed, documen
ted, or ongoing violence. This pattern suggests that the material analyzed is not primarily 
aspirational or rhetorical in character, but heavily oriented toward the normalization, execution, 
and validation of real-world violent action.

Coded language in NLM- and 764-linked material

The analysis of the NLM- and 764-linked material indicates that coded language plays a central role in 
constructing violence as legitimate, meaningful, and actionable. As shown in Table 5, the propaganda 
does not rely primarily on direct commands. Instead, it uses layered and overlapping linguistic 
strategies that gradually reshape how readers understand victims, violence, and their own role within 
the movement.

Table 5. Analytical categories of coded language identified in NLM- and 764-linked material, illustrating how language is used to 
dehumanize targets, sacralize and operationalize violence, signal identity and hierarchy, and facilitate recruitment, emotional 
activation, and escalation.

Category Description Examples

Dehumanization & 
Moral 
Disengagement

Language that strips targets of personhood and moral 
worth, enabling violence without ethical restraint.

“Mundane,” “prey,” “scum,” “objects,” anatomical 
references; age/sex irrelevance; victims framed as 
disposable matter.

Mythic–Apocalyptic 
Lexicon

Sacralizes violence by embedding it in cosmic, spiritual, 
or eschatological narratives.

“Purification,” “endless attacks,” “cosmic war,” 
“children of fire,” death as validation; satanic/ 
occult symbolism.

Operational & 
Technical Register

Normalizes violence through clinical, procedural, or 
militarized language that presents harm as craft or 
competence.

“Scout,” “escape routes,” “disposable clothing,” 
“anatomy,” “efficiency,” stepwise verbs; 
bureaucratic euphemisms.

Affective Activation 
& Sensationalism

Uses emotionally charged wording and visual emphasis 
to provoke fear, dominance, or arousal.

Red-font trigger words (“terror,” “hunt,” “blood”); 
all-caps; sensational headlines (“Breaking News”); 
shock imagery cues.

Identity Signaling & 
Hierarchy

Establishes in-group belonging, authority, and status 
through labels, ranks, and branding.

Group names and mergers (e.g., “764 × NLM”); 
leader titles; ranks; “brothers in blood;” branded 
guide titles.

Recruitment & 
Transition Cues

Linguistic gateways that move readers from 
consumption to participation without explicit 
instruction.

“Join,” “contact us,” handles/QR codes; “more 
guides coming;” promises of access to inner 
circles.

Gendered Control & 
Exploitation 
Language

Frames manipulation and coercion as rational tactics; 
commodifies relationships.

“Alpha/sigma,” “control,” “ROI,” “assets,” 
grooming/extraction verbs; emotional 
detachment as advantage.

Conspiratorial– 
Esoteric Framing

Rewrites history and institutions to justify hatred and 
violence through hidden-knowledge claims.

Antisemitic dog whistles; occult genealogies; 
“hidden rulers;” pseudo-scholarship; mystical 
validation.

Gamification & 
Performance 
Framing

Presents violence as a challenge, spectacle, or media 
product to incentivize escalation.

“Sharpen skills,” “record,” “legacy,” “notoriety,” 
points/status language; performative killing cues.

14 A. M. STÅLBERG DORTKARDESLER AND L. KAATI



A core pattern across the material is dehumanization and moral disengagement. Targets are 
consistently referred to using terms that strip them of individuality and moral status—such as 
“mundane,” “prey,” or “scum”—or are reduced to anatomical components and disposable matter. 
This linguistic framing reduces ethical barriers to violence and supports indiscriminate targeting by 
making age, gender, and individuality irrelevant.

At the same time, violence is sacralized through mythic—apocalyptic language. References to 
“purification,” “endless attacks,” and cosmic or spiritual warfare embed violent acts within a larger 
narrative of destiny, collapse, or rebirth. Occult and satanic symbolism further reinforces the idea that 
violence is not only justified but spiritually or cosmically validated.

Violence is also normalized through an operational and technical register. Clinical, proce
dural, and militarized language presents harm as a form of expertise or craft rather than as 
moral transgression. Terms related to efficiency, anatomy, equipment, and step-by-step pro
cesses frame killing as rational, skilled, and professional, distancing the act from its human 
consequences.

In parallel, affective activation and sensationalism are used to intensify emotional responses. 
Trigger words, sensational headlines, and shock-oriented visual cues amplify fear, dominance, 
and arousal, increasing engagement and reinforcing the emotional impact of the content. This 
emotional stimulation works alongside more detached technical language, creating 
a fluctuating affective environment that alternates between heightened excitement and emo
tional numbing.

The material further relies on identity signaling and hierarchical language to establish in- 
group belonging and authority. Group names, mergers, ranks, and branded guide titles construct 
a clear boundary between insiders and outsiders, while also offering status and recognition 
within the movement. Closely connected to this are recruitment and transition cues, which 
subtly encourage readers to move from passive consumption to active participation through 
invitations, contact details, and promises of deeper access—often without explicit operational 
instructions.

Finally, gendered control and exploitation language and gamification and performance framing 
contribute to escalation. Relationships are framed in instrumental terms, emphasizing control, 
extraction, and emotional detachment, while violence is presented as spectacle, achievement, or legacy 
through points, recording practices, and notoriety. These strategies reward escalation and transform 
violence into both a personal accomplishment and a media product.

Figure 5. Distribution of emotional tone categories across NLM- and 764-linked material.
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Emotional manipulation categories

Figure 5 shows the frequency of five analytically derived emotional manipulation categories. The 
distribution of emotional manipulation categories reveals a clear dominance of Triumphalist— 
Superiority Tone, which accounts for the highest number of coded instances (n = 58). This indicates 
that the material most frequently frames violence and destruction as evidence of dominance, destiny, 
or elite status, emphasizing victory, elevation, and moral superiority over perceived enemies. Such 
framing functions to normalize violence as achievement and to reinforce hierarchical identity 
structures.

Two categories—Cold—Instrumental Detachment (n = 30) and Fanatical—Apocalyptic Intensity 
(n = 30)—appear with equal frequency, underscoring a dual affective strategy. On the one hand, 
violence is rendered emotionally neutral through clinical, technical, and procedural language; on the 
other, it is sacralized through apocalyptic, fatalistic, and messianic narratives that frame destruction as 
inevitable or necessary for cosmic or historical resolution.

Menacing—Predatory Aggression (n = 28) further highlights the use of fear, domination, and 
ritualized cruelty, often through hunting metaphors and threat-laden imagery. Finally, 
Contemptuous—Dehumanizing Disdain (n = 25), while slightly less frequent, remains a substantial 
component, reflecting sustained efforts to strip targets of moral worth through mockery, disgust, and 
dehumanizing labels.

Summary

Table 6 provides a comparative overview of how the five NLM- and 764-linked propaganda docu
ments operate across the six analytical dimensions. Taken together, the results indicate both strong 
internal consistency across the materials and meaningful variation in emphasis, depending on each 
document’s function and intended audience.

Table 6. An analysis of NLM- and 764-linked propaganda materials using the six-dimensional framework.

Dimension
NLM Manhunt 

Guide NLM Terror Guide NLM Kill Guide NLM × 764 Classified Haters Handbook

Dominant 
Message

Identity + solution; 
us-vs-them, 
adherents as 
“cosmic warriors”

Solution; violence 
as cleansing act, 
terror as social 
reset

Identity +  
solution; violence 
as sacred act, 
cruelty as virtue

Identity + solution; 
cosmic war, cult as 
sole salvation

Identity + crisis; 
indoctrination and 
manipulation framed as 
mastery

Incitement 
Technique

Direct action; 
gamified murder; 
initiation as 
performance

Instruction for 
mass fear creation; 
“spectacle of 
terror”

Step-by-step 
sadism; 
glorification of 
extreme violence

Recruitment through 
mythic narrative; 
collective terror 
framing

Instructional 
normalization of hatred 
and violence; tactical 
indoctrination

Enemy 
Construction

Outsiders as 
“mundane 
humanity;” 
individualized 
“victims”

Broad social 
groups (urban 
dwellers, society at 
large)

Random “others,” 
emphasis on 
performative 
cruelty

All humanity outside 
the cult; “mundane 
world”

Social enemies and 
ideological out-groups; 
sometimes specific 
minorities

Nature of 
Threat

Overt threats of 
individualized 
violence; explicit 
“hunt” language

Implicit and 
explicit threats of 
mass violence

Highly explicit, 
graphic threats; 
encouragement of 
sadism

Menacing promises 
of death to all 
outsiders

Mixed overt and subtle 
threats embedded in 
“how-to” guidance

Coded 
Language

“Manhunt,” 
“initiation,” 
“sacrifice,” “prove 
loyalty,” “show no 
mercy;” ritual 
commands

“Cleanse the city,” 
“bring terror,” “no 
future, only 
violence,” “initiate 
the collapse”

“Execute without 
mercy,” “the kill is 
sacred,” “revel in 
suffering,” “pain is 
power”

“Alliance of terror,” 
“bring death to all,” 
“mundane world will 
burn,” parody media 
language

“Manipulate the herd,” 
“break their will,” 
“ritualize hate,” “become 
the master,” pseudo- 
academic + cultist terms

Emotional 
Manipulation

Menacing, 
triumphant, coldly 
ecstatic

Ominous, 
apocalyptic, 
energizing, 
fanatical

Cold, sadistic, 
contemptuous, 
sometimes clinical

Triumphant, 
foreboding, 
dehumanizing, occult

Smug, contemptuous, 
gloating, didactic, 
mocking

16 A. M. STÅLBERG DORTKARDESLER AND L. KAATI



Across all documents, violence is consistently framed as purposeful and legitimate, most often 
through combinations of identity and solution messaging. In the NLM Manhunt Guide, NLM Kill 
Guide, and NLM × 764 Classified, violence is presented as a means of identity realization—adherents 
are constructed as “cosmic warriors,” initiates, or agents in a larger metaphysical struggle. In contrast, 
the NLM Terror Guide emphasizes solution-enforcing messaging more narrowly, presenting terror as 
a cleansing or corrective force aimed at resetting society. The Haters Handbook differs slightly by 
foregrounding identity and crisis, framing manipulation, hatred, and domination as necessary 
responses to a corrupt world.

The incitement techniques vary in form but converge in function. Some documents rely on direct 
operational incitement and performance-oriented violence, such as gamified murder, step-by-step 
sadism, or spectacle-driven terror. Others prioritize recruitment and indoctrination through mythic 
narratives, parody media formats, or instructional normalization of hatred. Despite these differences, 
all materials encourage progression from passive consumption toward action, whether through 
explicit instruction, emotional conditioning, or identity-based obligation.

In terms of enemy construction, the material consistently expands the category of legitimate targets. 
Enemies range from individualized “victims” and random “others” to broad social groups, ideological 
out-groups, and ultimately all humanity outside the cult. This expansive and often deliberately vague 
framing enables both targeted and indiscriminate violence, while reinforcing an absolute boundary 
between insiders and outsiders.

The nature of threat escalates across the corpus. While some documents rely on implicit or 
menacing promises of future violence, others contain highly explicit, graphic threats and encourage
ment of cruelty. Notably, even materials framed as instructional or ideological frequently embed 
threats within “how-to” guidance, blurring distinctions between ideology, preparation, and execution.

Across all documents, coded language plays a central role in sustaining this system. Ritual 
commands, mythic metaphors, technical terminology, and pseudo-academic language work together 
to dehumanize targets, sacralize violence, and normalize cruelty. These linguistic strategies are closely 
tied to emotional manipulation, which ranges from triumphant exaltation and apocalyptic urgency to 
cold detachment, sadism, and mocking contempt.

Overall, the results demonstrate that NLM- and 764-linked propaganda operates as an integrated 
communicative system. Across different formats and emphases, the materials align identity formation, 
emotional conditioning, incitement strategies, and enemy construction to present violence not as 
aberrant behavior, but as meaningful, justified, and necessary action within a coherent worldview.

Discussion

This study set out to examine how NLM- and 764-linked propaganda materials construct violence as 
meaningful, justified, and actionable through identity formation, emotional manipulation, and incite
ment strategies. The findings indicate that the propaganda materials operate as an integrated com
municative system in which ideology, affect, language, and action are tightly interwoven. Rather than 
functioning as simple calls to violence, the propaganda systematically lowers moral barriers, restruc
tures identity, and normalizes extreme harm as both necessary and desirable.

A central finding is the dominance of solution-oriented messaging, most often combined with 
identity construction and, frequently, crisis framing. This pattern supports Ingram’s model of extre
mist messaging,31 in which identity establishes belonging, crisis generates urgency, and solutions 
legitimize action. In the NLM- and 764-linked materials, however, the “solution” is almost exclusively 
violent, and violence itself becomes the primary mechanism through which identity is realized. Rather 
than responding to a concrete political grievance, violence is framed as a form of existential resolution 
—a way to transcend meaninglessness, achieve status, or fulfill a cosmic role. This reinforces the 
characterization of these networks as nihilistic and accelerationist, where destruction is not instru
mental but intrinsically valued.
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The analysis of incitement techniques further highlights how mobilization is achieved without 
relying solely on explicit commands. Indirect and identity-based incitement dominates the material, 
suggesting that radicalization often occurs through gradual processes of normalization, aspiration, and 
emotional conditioning rather than through direct operational instruction alone. While explicit 
tactical guidance is present—and at times extensive—it is embedded within broader narratives that 
glorify cruelty, ritualize violence, and frame harm as a marker of commitment and belonging. This 
blurring of ideological conditioning and operational readiness complicates conventional distinctions 
between propaganda and instruction and poses challenges for detection and intervention.

Enemy construction emerges as another mechanism through which violence is legitimized. The 
frequent framing of civilians as interchangeable targets, alongside the construction of humanity itself 
as the enemy, represents a collapse of moral boundaries that traditionally constrain violent action. At 
the same time, the identification of internal enemies—such as law enforcement, institutions, and 
disloyal insiders—reveals how the propaganda supports both outward aggression and internal dis
cipline. This layered enemy framework enables both indiscriminate mass violence and targeted 
coercion while reinforcing in-group cohesion and ideological purity.

The findings related to the nature of threat show that the material rarely remains at the level of 
abstract rhetoric. Instead, threats often escalate from implied or anticipatory signals to explicit 
operational guidance and, in many cases, references to enacted or ongoing violence. The prominence 
of enacted and operational threats suggests that these materials are not merely aspirational or 
expressive but are closely tied to real-world harm. This reinforces concerns raised in previous research 
that contemporary extremist ecosystems increasingly valorize documentation, performance, and 
replication of violence as mechanisms of recognition and social capital.

Coded language and emotional manipulation play a crucial role in sustaining this system. The use 
of dehumanizing vocabulary, mythic—apocalyptic lexicons, and technical registers works simulta
neously to strip victims of moral worth, sacralize violence, and present killing as rational or skilled 
behavior. Emotional tones fluctuate strategically between triumphalist exaltation, cold detachment, 
fanatical urgency, and contemptuous disdain. This alternating affective environment both energizes 
participants and facilitates psychological disengagement from suffering, allowing violence to be 
experienced as achievement, duty, or spectacle rather than moral transgression.

These patterns can also be compared with related milieus. The themes we identify match those Hart 
found in NVE manifestos, though our manuals focus on instructions for carrying out violence rather 
than on attackers explaining themselves.32 The convergence of dehumanizing labels, mythic registers 
and technical diction is consistent with comparative analyses suggesting that extremist texts share 
a recognizable linguistic repertoire,33 and the prominence of coded and implicit expression aligns with 
discourse-analytic work on the explicit-to-coded continuum.34 At the same time, the fusion of 
ideological conditioning with explicit how-to guidance distinguishes these manuals from the mani
festo form, paralleling concerns raised about instructional material in accelerationist milieus.35

Our findings echo, but also extend, recent analysis of accelerationist propaganda. In their study of 
Terrorgram zines, Lundmark et al. likewise found that fusing tactical guidance with dehumanizing, 
emotionally charged narrative seems to lower the threshold for lone-actor violence—the same 
dynamic we observe in the NLM/764 manuals. The clearest divergence lies in enemy construction. 
Terrorgram threats are directed at a bounded set of out-groups—ethnic and religious minorities, 
LGBTQ+ people, authorities, and “the System”—and so reinforce a defined white in-group, whereas 
the material analyzed here extends to the negation of humanity as a whole, including the in-group and 
the perpetrators themselves. This contrast shows concretely how nihilistic violent extremism departs 
from the right-wing extremism out of which it emerged: where accelerationist propaganda dehuma
nizes selectively to elevate an in-group, NLM/764 dehumanizes universally.36

Taken together, the findings suggest that NLM- and 764-linked propaganda represents a form of 
post-ideological extremist communication in which violence itself becomes the core source of mean
ing, identity, and belonging. Unlike traditional extremist movements oriented toward specific political 
goals, these networks construct violence as self-justifying and self-perpetuating. This has significant 
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implications for prevention and threat assessment. Radicalization within such ecosystems may occur 
without stable membership, coherent ideology, or explicit coordination, making it harder to identify 
risk using traditional indicators.

Conclusions and directions for future research

This study has examined how propaganda materials linked to NLM and 764 construct violence as 
meaningful, justified, and actionable within online extremist milieus. Through an analysis of manuals 
and instructional documents, the study shows how identity formation, emotional manipulation, and 
incitement are combined in ways that blur the line between ideology, performance, and practical 
guidance.

The findings suggest that contemporary nihilistic and accelerationist propaganda relies less on 
coherent ideological arguments and more on emotional conditioning, moral reversal, and behavioral 
scripting. In these environments, violence is not only promoted but normalized and ritualized, 
allowing participation without formal membership or centralized coordination. This challenges 
traditional models of radicalization that focus on ideology and organizational structure.

By focusing on communicative materials rather than individual violent acts, the study offers insight 
into the internal dynamics of decentralized extremist networks. It highlights the importance of 
examining how meaning, emotion, and action are combined in extremist propaganda and provides 
analytical tools relevant for future research, threat assessment, and the study of online violent 
extremism.

These tools also carry practical implications. The six dimensions offer analysts and content- 
moderation teams a structured way to recognize incitement and coded mobilization in instructional 
material, not only in manifestos; the nature-of-threat typology provides a vocabulary for distinguish
ing performative from operational content during triage; and the emphasis on affective and coded cues 
points toward observable early-warning indicators. Given the scale of current investigations and the 
recent designation of these networks in several jurisdictions, such document-level analysis is directly 
relevant to the agencies now confronting this threat.37

Future research could extend this analysis in several directions. First, comparative studies examin
ing similar propaganda across other nihilistic, accelerationist, or hybrid extremist networks would 
help determine whether the patterns identified here are distinctive to NLM and 764 or indicative of 
a broader shift in extremist communication. Second, longitudinal analyses could explore how indivi
duals move through different stages of exposure—from latent ideological conditioning to explicit 
operational engagement—providing greater insight into pathways of escalation. Third, integrating 
audience-centered approaches, such as analysis of online interactions, reposting practices, or testimo
nial narratives, would deepen understanding of how these materials are interpreted, internalized, and 
acted upon by different audiences.

Finally, future work could benefit from closer integration with threat assessment and prevention 
research. Examining how communicative cues—such as escalating language, affective intensity, or 
shifts in performative framing—correlate with behavioral risk may help refine early-warning indica
tors and improve responses to emerging forms of online violent extremism.
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