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Abstract
The Interactive Health (IH) Conference aims to foster a commu-
nity of researchers and practitioners working at the intersection of
Human-Computer Interaction (HCI) and Health. In line with this
vision, we propose a workshop that builds on our ongoing initia-
tive, the AIxHealth Research to Impact Collaborative, which seeks to
cultivate a global, interdisciplinary community of researchers and
practitioners working at the intersection of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) and Health Equity, with the goals of enabling critical reflec-
tion, collaboration, and resource-sharing. Through this workshop,
we aim to join hands with the IH community, which will allow
us to expand the AIxHealth community and continue working on
key goals, such as co-creating a research agenda that reflects a col-
lective vision of researchers and practitioners across geographies,
while amplifying IH’s priorities for global participation. We invite
researchers and practitioners working across diverse topics in AI
and health, including those engaged in community-driven efforts
or adopting critical perspectives, to participate in our discussions,
craft a shared research agenda for a responsible integration (or
disintegration) of AI in health, and join in our vision of forming
and fostering the AIxHealth collective.

CCS Concepts
• Human-centered computing→ Human computer interac-
tion (HCI).

Keywords
Global Health, Health Equity, Community Building, Interdisciplinary
Collaboration, Participatory AI, Research to Practice
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1 Introduction
Human-Computer Interaction (HCI) researchers are actively in-
vestigating ways to design digital technologies that support and
enhance people’s health and wellbeing [2, 5, 15]. The Interactive
Health (IH) Conference, commencing this year, aims to provide
a dedicated platform for researchers and practitioners to collabo-
rate on advancing the design, study, and evaluation of interactive
systems for health, with the overarching goal of improving health
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outcomes. IH envisions becoming a “truly global research commu-
nity”1 by involving individuals working across diverse geographies
and contexts. This conference comes at an increasingly pivotal
moment for AI in health in particular. “AI for Social Good” efforts
across the private, public, and social sector have unfolded across the
world since the late 2010s [4], calling for a period of reflection and
taking stock. At the same time, with the release of ChatGPT in 2022
forcibly accelerating the use of LLMs, large technology companies
are seeking to influence the integration of AI into health practices
(such as ChatGPT Health [12]), often gaining widespread adoption
given industry capture of the technology marketplace. Meanwhile,
conversations in the HCI community continue on how to center
responsible community engagement in research and practice as AI
introduces concerns of data sovereignty, bias, opacity, and more
[1, 7, 13]. We situate our workshop amidst these growing conver-
sations and emerging tensions around integrating AI into health
systems across the world.

We aim to build on and extend the Interactive Health Confer-
ence’s vision of creating a global community working at the inter-
section of AI and health equity. We propose a workshop focused
on bringing our ongoing initiative, the AIxHealth Research to Im-
pact Collaborative,2 to engage with IH. AIxHealth seeks to cultivate
a global, interdisciplinary community of researchers and practi-
tioners working at the intersection of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and Health Equity, with the goals of enabling critical reflection,
collaborations (whether for research, practice, or advocacy), and
resource-sharing. For the past six months, we have been convening
a weekly seminar series featuring researchers and practitioners
across various fields such as public health, HCI, AI, and bioethics
to discuss their experiences working in this interdisciplinary space.
We also hosted a summit in December 2025 in Bengaluru, India,
where we invited international researchers and practitioners from
diverse fields to discuss topics spanning health equity, community
engagement, data governance approaches, and implementation sto-
ries. Through these conversations, we have unpacked the strengths
and challenges of researcher-practitioner collaborations, as well
as the tensions we encounter when integrating AI into health in-
terventions and workflows. Continuing the momentum, in this
workshop, we seek to expand by engaging with the IH community,
while also continuing to work on paths through which researchers
and practitioners can co-learn, collaborate, and create and share
resources. In doing so, we will draw on our experiences in forming
and fostering global HCI communities centered on care [6], equity
[3], and resistance [14].

For this workshop, we will focus on: 1) ideating further on how
to foster mutual learning between researchers and practitioners,
2) co-creating a shared, interdisciplinary research-practice agenda
based on reflection on the current moment in AI and health, and 3)
discussing pathways to shape global perspectives on the responsi-
ble design of AI systems through locally-informed implementation
experiences. Rather than a particular health issue, we will focus on
critical cross-cutting questions at the crux of bridging research and
implementation to connect technological developments to actual

1https://www.hcihealth.org/what-is-this
2https://www.aixhealth.info/
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health impact with care. Ahead of the workshop, we will collect par-
ticipants’ motivations and interests for attending and incorporate
them into crafting workshop themes and guiding our discussions.
In the workshop itself, we will include activities such as icebreakers,
panels, and roundtable discussions to support participant engage-
ment, enable self-reflection, and foster meaningful connections.
We will end the workshop with a call to action, encouraging our
participants to participate in drafting our research agenda, joining
our collective, and taking it forward within their own communi-
ties of research and/or practice. We will synthesize our workshop
findings into an arXiv report and/or a blog post, and continue our
engagement through weekly seminars and in-person workshops.

2 Workshop Plans
Mode of Attendance: We will hold this workshop in a hybrid for-
mat to maximize accessibility and global participation, especially
for those who might face barriers to in-person participation. We
will use Zoom (with live transcription) with an in-room projector
to show remote attendees, an in-room 360-degree webcam, and
collaborative online documents (Google Docs/Miro) for asynchro-
nous and synchronous remote engagement. At least one organizer
in-person and one organizer present remotely will be responsible
for monitoring the online chat during all-group discussions. One
person at each roundtable will facilitate mixing of in-person and
remote attendees during small group discussions.

Asynchronous Engagement: To facilitate networking across
in-person and online participants, we will ask participants to share
a brief bio ahead of the workshop (or create one at the start of the
workshop) to be shared with other attendees. All artifacts created
for or during the workshop, including slides, documents, and notes,
will be shared with participants for asynchronous engagement and
post-workshop review. Participants unable to attend the entirety
of the live sessions will be invited to write their reflections on the
same prompts as synchronous attendees.

2.1 Workshop Activities and Schedule
• Welcome and introduction (20 min.): Organizers will
introduce the workshop goals and provide an overview of
the day’s structure. Participants will be provided with each
others’ bios (and asked to create one if they did not ahead of
time), which they will be asked to read over before workshop
activities begin.

• Icebreaker and networking (40 min.): We will start with
an icebreaker activity to encourage participants to get to
know each other. Tentatively, we will create a bingo card
that participants can use to identify others with different
characteristics (e.g., “designs/develops AI for health work-
ers,” “someone who works in/from a different continent”).
In-person participants will be provided with a physical hand-
out, while remote participants will be provided with a Miro
board and put into smaller Zoom breakout groups.

• Organizers present synthesized themes (20min.):Draw-
ing from prior workshops and participants’ pre-workshop
contributions, organizers will present 3-4 themes represent-
ing key insights, tensions, and open questions. Potential
themes include the following, with global perspectives and

researcher-practitioner perspectives underlying all of them:
1) power and agency in AI design and deployment, 2) par-
ticipatory and community-engaged approaches in practice,
3) evaluation, accountability, and governance in real-world
contexts, and 4) labor, workflows, and lived realities of AI
implementation.

• Break (10 min.)
• Researcher/practitioner panel (45 min.): 3-5 experienced
researchers/practitioners will share brief (5 min.) provoca-
tions grounded in a real case, speaking to a workshop theme.
Panelists will be selected to cover diverse perspectives across
global contexts, disciplinary backgrounds, and positions rel-
ative to health systems.

• Roundtable discussions (two 30-min. rounds): Partici-
pants will break into theme-based roundtables, with each
table having one panelist, and an organizer with prepared
questions to guide discussion as needed. Participants will
join a table of their choice, and then rotate to another table to
engage with another theme, for two 30-minute rounds. For
hybrid engagement, each physical table will include a laptop
with a Zoom breakout room for remote participants, with
the table’s organizer managing both in-person and remote
discussion.

• Lunch break (60 min., in between roundtable rounds)
• Individual reflection (20 min.): Participants will individu-
ally write brief structured reflections, including 1) one key
insight from the day’s discussions, 2) one remaining tension
or open question, and 3) one recommendation or aspiration
for sustaining this community and conversation, submitted
via a shared online form/document.

• Break (10min.): Organizerswill synthesize emerging themes
from participant reflections.

• Closing discussion and next steps (30 min.): Organizers
will share preliminary synthesis of reflections, discuss plans
for ongoing engagement and sustaining the community, and
outline post-workshop outputs.

2.2 Post-Workshop Plans
• Workshop Report: We will synthesize pre-workshop con-
tributions, workshop discussions, and participant reflections
into a report to be published as an arXiv preprint and/or blog
post within two months of the workshop. We will articulate
key themes, tensions, and open questions emerging from
the workshop, and propose a research and practice agenda
for the IH community working on AI. The report will be co-
authored by workshop organizers with contribution credit
given to all participants.

• Community Building and Future Workshops: Drawing
inspiration from the HCIxBorders workshop model [3, 8–11],
we will maintain and build upon our infrastructure for com-
munity engagement. This includes our existing mailing list,
Slack workspace, and virtual seminar series; and may poten-
tially involve additional activities such as writing/working
groups on shared themes of interest or research-to-impact
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collaboration building sessions. We also plan to invite inter-
ested participants for co-planning future hybrid workshops
at other venues such as ACM CHI, CSCW, and COMPASS.

• Broader Engagement:We will encourage participants to
adapt and share their workshop reflections, for example,
through blog and social media posts or presenting to their
own colleagues and partners, amplifying the reach of in-
sights generated and inviting broader engagement with the
community we are building.

3 Call for Participation
We invite you to participate in our upcoming hybrid workshop at
the ACM Interactive Health Conference, designed for researchers
and practitioners at the intersection of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and health. This workshop seeks to foster a global interdisciplinary
community with a strong commitment to health equity, and bring
together diverse perspectives on bridging research and practice to
connect technological innovation with on-the-ground implementa-
tion and health impact in a careful and caring manner. Through col-
laborative discussions and an expert panel, we will explore themes
including: navigating interdisciplinary collaboration; the role and
agency of researchers, practitioners, health workers, and commu-
nity members in responsible AI design, development, and deploy-
ment; and how to critically evaluate AI in furthering or resisting
its integration into health practices.

We welcome contributions from researchers and practitioners
of all backgrounds, levels of experience, and stages of project work.
We seek diverse participation across geographic and cultural con-
texts, professional role, and health issues addressed. We will share
an online form for registration to gather early interest and input
to further inform our workshop themes. We ask prospective par-
ticipants to share details about your background and experience;
describe your interest and goals in attending the workshop; offer
an insight or recommendation regarding equitable AI and health
work; and pose an open question, challenge, or tension you are
facing and would like to discuss. Finally, we will gather participants’
reflections from the workshop to collectively produce a publicly
shared report. Please see our website for more details.

4 Organizers
Amy Chen is a PhD candidate at the Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology. Her research explores community-centered approaches to
working with digital platforms including social media and AI for
public health communication, and examines the caring and col-
laborative work of frontline health workers and interdisciplinary
researchers in such efforts.

Aman Khullar is a PhD student at the Georgia Institute of
Technology. His research examines the social impacts of integrat-
ing AI-based systems into health communication, with a focus on
studying AI’s effect on the wellbeing of health communication
workers.

Sampson Adotey is a PhD candidate at the University of Cape
Town & Associate Director of Communications at the Child Health
and Mortality Prevention Surveillance (CHAMPS). His research
focuses on how digital tools can enhance African traditional story-
telling to create a positive impact within communities, employing

participatory design to develop inclusive, culturally relevant health
interventions that improve maternal and child well-being.

Harini Anand is a Software Developer in IBM’s Data & AI
Division, an Undergraduate Researcher at the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign, and a Volunteer Research Associate at the
Center for the Study of Systems Biology at Georgia Tech. She studies
interpretable and trustworthy ML for clinical AI and computational
cognition and biology.

Shirin Amouei is a PhD candidate at the University of Wash-
ington. Her research is at the intersection of human-centered AI
and medicine, with a particular focus on patient experience and
safety.

Pooja Chitre is a Postdoctoral Scholar at Arizona State Univer-
sity. Her research is at the intersection of public health, particularly
maternal health, and computer supported cooperative work. She
examines how data, metrics and information systems shape data
work carried out by individuals and organizations to affect maternal
health outcomes.

Taru Jain is an HCI researcher based in India. As a design re-
searcher at CommonsTech Foundation for Participatory Technolo-
gies, she contributes to the research and development of CoRE
Stack, a community-centered digital public good for strengthening
climate resilience in rural India.

Tamara Lambert holds a PhD in Biomedical Engineering from
Georgia Tech and Emory University. She completed a one-year
postdoctoral fellowship in medtech innovation at Ann & Robert
H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, and aims to continue
developing and expanding access to quality medical technologies
for underserved populations.

Siddharth Nair is a PhD candidate at Umeå University. His re-
search brings critical STS and feminist perspectives to digital health
projects for chronic conditions, focusing on patient empowerment
and underrepresented populations.

Raunaq Pradhan is a product manager at AI and Robotics Tech-
nology Park (ARTPARK), IISc Bangalore. His work translates policy,
data, and technology into usable health products at scale, bridging
government, startups, clinicians, and researchers to enable adoption
of digital public infrastructure and AI-driven health solutions in
real-world settings.

Rishikesh Balvalli is an ophthalmic pathologist with Sankara
Eye Foundation. His work focuses on translating AI research into
scalable, ethical solutions for early disease detection, screening
programs, and strengthening diagnostic workflows in resource-
limited settings to make advanced care accessible and sustainable
at the community level.

Karthik S. Bhat is an Assistant Professor of Information Science
at Drexel University. His research focuses on the design of emerging
technologies to support the care work performed by doctors, nurses,
community health workers, health aides, and family caregivers.

Ravi Karkar is an Assistant Professor in Computer Science at
the University of Massachusetts Amherst. His research focuses on
developing novel digital health technology wherein he uses human-
centered approaches to develop tools that enable people to collect,
interact with, and use novel health data.

Firaz Peer is an Assistant Professor at University of Kentucky’s
School of Information Science. As part of his research, he studies
issues of accountability, justice, care, and equity that manifest when

https://www.aixhealth.info/ih26
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building, using, and maintaining information infrastructures with
marginalized communities.

Melissa Densmore is an Associate Professor in Computer Sci-
ence at the University of Cape Town, where she leads the HCI Lab
and the Hasso Plattner Institute Digital Health Partnership. Her
work promotes community-based innovation towards connecting
communities and improving maternal and child well-being, includ-
ing work on AI literacy and the use of AI in health messaging.

Azra Ismail is an Assistant Professor in Biomedical Informatics
and Global Health at Emory University. She takes a participatory
and interdisciplinary approach to the design and implementation
of AI in sensitive health domains, such as reproductive health. She
is also a member of the WHO/Europe Technical Advisory Group
for AI in Health (TAG-AI).

Naveena Karusala is an Assistant Professor in the School of
Interactive Computing at Georgia Tech. Her research is on human-
centered AI and health/well-being in underserved communities,
examining howwe can design for more just care infrastructures that
better recognize the labor, autonomy, and rights of care workers
and care recipients.

Neha Kumar is an Associate Professor at the School of Interac-
tive Computing in the Georgia Institute of Technology. Her work
focuses on responsible computing in the domains of sustainability
and global development, with AIxHealth (the intersection of AI and
public/personal/global health) being a core interest.

Anupriya Tuli is a Postdoc in the Interaction Design team at
KTH Royal Institute of Technology. Focusing on health equity, she
works at the intersection of HCI, global health, and taboo, where
she engages with feminist perspectives to understand and craft
sociotechnical experiences that build just and equitable futures for
all.

Kai Wang is an Assistant Professor in the School of Computa-
tional Science and Engineering at Georgia Institute of Technology.
Kai works on integrating machine learning and optimization to
design AI solutions for healthcare challenges in collaboration with
non-profits and hospitals.
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