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Abstract

This thesis aims to explore the cultural engagement in Rosengard, an area that has been
depicted negatively throughout years in Swedish Media and public debate. I will focus on the
space, specifically at south of Amiralsgatan, that comprehends Herrgérden, Ortagérden and
Tornrosen. The common stereotypes about this location created an alienation between
districts of the same city, emphasising the contrast and the social inequalities of residents

living there.

Firstly I have investigated what made this area to be defined as “segregated” and what are the

social and political factors that need to be considered in the analysis.

By applying the theories of Goffman and Wacquant, the concepts of stigma and segregation
were defined. A deeper analysis of Bourdieu and his concept of Cultural capital and Social
capital, with the association of Putnam’s theory and examples of Social capital and
institutions, supported the research that was made on the cultural spaces that were identified.
The qualitative research I have conducted through autoethnographic observations and
semi-structured interviews provided an assessment of opinions, thoughts and shared

expression of the spaces.
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Introduction

1.1 Rosengard

Rosengard is a residential area located in the city of Malmd, in Sweden. The idea of the
housing solution that is present in this area is called the “Million-homes program”, or in
Swedish “Miljonprogrammet”. This innovation sparked from the Social Democratic party
with the goal of creating cheap public housing in the 1960s-70s, in order to face the growing
population. As Boverket says “The expression ‘million-homes program’ was indicated to
highlight that there was a stated goal to further increase the pace of housing production, and
the way it was done - by building more rationally and industrially.” (Boverket, 2025.
[translation by author]). This initiated the creation of new areas around the city that slowly
started their development as residential centers all over Sweden, and in this specific case

Malmo.

Since the 1970 when the construction in the area began, few things changed throughout the
subsequent years. In the beginning it was considered a good initiative and the perfect solution
for housing shortages, giving better living standards. After the economic crisis in the 90s, the
direction of this investment started to change. Until the 2000, a new law regarding
Allminnyttan, “removed all the regulations prohibiting the municipality to run the company
for profit alongside other private housing companies” (Radical Urban lab, n.d.) this changed
the management of these structures, by removing the municipality from management and

switching it to private companies, creating a different system of regulation of these structures.

What was considered a problem solving solution to a critical environment in town, faced
critics due to the poor conditions of the tenancy and the poor abilities of the private
management. As it was described by SVT Nyheter “The conditions in the buildings are
substandard, including broken windows, leaking roofs and sagging floor joists.” (SVT
Nyheter, 2012, [translation by author]) In the last ten years, Rosengérd started to be known
for its bad reputation and classified as segregated, often stigmatized by the media as a “no-go
zone”. As stated by Aftonbladet “Systematic threats and acts of violence against witnesses
and victims in the area. Also parallel social structures, extremism and high concentration of
criminals. The situation is considered urgent.” (Aftonbladet, 2021. [Translation by author]).

In this article there is a general description of vulnerable areas that are identified with



violence and crimes that have been registered and as it can be observed by the listing present,

the label of Rosengérd as a “vulnerable area” remains.

The period of time after the second World War was characterised by a few phenomena: the
growing population, industrialisation and rapid urbanisation of the surroundings. These
subsequently manifested into a growing need for housing, due to the small availability left.
(Boverket, 2025. Translation by author) The million-homes program was the perfect answer
to this change. The housing areas thus created gave people the chance to live in better

conditions and to feel at home.

As stated by The Swedish Parliament “The fact that unemployment is generally high,
however, seems to be more clearly linked to the area as such than to the people who live in
Rosengard - or rather, pass through. Those who get a job simply move away, and over a
five-year period about half of the population has been replaced. In this way, the area is more
dynamic than the mass media image suggests.” (Staftan Appelros et al., 2009, :2, [translation
by author]). The authors in this section describe the correlation between employment and the
area in general. Rosengérd has had a continuous turnover of people arriving in the place and
leaving it at the same time. The new buildings, cheaper rent compared to other areas,
attracted more people and became a popular place to move to. In addition to what was stated
previously, when the possibilities and social status improves then people decide to move out
of that location. As stated by the journalist Abu Eid S. “In Rosengérd in Malmo, half the
population has been replaced in four years, and it is primarily those with jobs who are
moving out while the unemployed are moving in.” (SVT Nyheter, 2012, [translation by
author]).

In the light of this information, Rosengédrd during the period of time that is referred to as
“refugee crisis” in 2015, happened to host the majority of new people arriving in the city. In
some of the cases, especially with a migration background, Rosengard became the first and

only option available, due to economical reasons or housing availability.

In addition, there are some intersectional aspects that need to be taken into consideration on
this topic. What makes this area segregated? What are the area’s core differences that became
internalized and used to build such an image? Throughout the years the definition of
Rosengérd as a vulnerable neighbourhood could have influenced people’s perception of it. As

stated by Waquant “A blemish of place is thus superimposed on the already existing stigmata



traditionally associated with poverty and ethnic origin or postcolonial immigrant status, to
which it is closely linked but not reducible.” (Wacquant L. 2007, :67), as it can be observed
the author makes a correlation between the negative social stigma of a place with the already
present stereotypes on social factors of the individual. This aligns with my own observations

of Rosengard as it can be shown furthermore in the Materials section.

Equally important to mention are the Swedish political setting’s modifications. In the last
decade, migration policies have been discussed and shaped into a more restrictive direction.
One of the parties that should be introduced in this analysis is the Sweden Democrats,
commonly known as SD. This party, founded in 1988, has a nationalist matrix approach and
it stands for Sweden’s cultural heritage and drastic solutions for segregated neighbourhoods,
as I will further refer in this section as the “teenage deportations”. Also, there is the Moderate
party called “Moderaterna”, founded in 1904, which is defined as a center-right party with
liberal conservative values. While the Moderate party focuses on business and economic
growth of the nation, both of these parties share their politics on Swedish National identity
and restricting immigration. In addition, there are two more parties that need to be cited, that
are a part of the coalition created for the current government: Liberals and The Christian
Democrats. The Liberal party was founded in 1934, and is commonly associated with
educational reform, claiming a stricter education system. Moreover it is a market-oriented
party, yet supporting the ideas of a strong welfare state. In the meanwhile The Chrisitan
Democrats founded 1964 are a conservative center-right party leaning on a more conservative

imprint.

The political opposition consists of the Left party - “Vénsterpartiet”, the Social Democrats
and The Green party “miljopartiet”, revolving their politics on a strong welfare state,
worker’s rights and focusing more on the inequalities and climate action that are currently

thought as necessary in the country.

With the election of Sweden prime minister, Ulf Kristersson, representing the Moderate party,
the government struggle was tangible. Hellstrom (2022) states in his article that “The SD will
not take part in the government but is part of Kristersson’s winning team and supports him as
the new prime minister” (Hellstrém, 2022). As mentioned by Hellstrom, the government
would not have a possibility of existing without the coalition of multiple parties, which
previously indicated: Sverige Demokraterna and Moderaterna, but also The Liberals and The

Christian Democrats.



But why is this relevant to a migration standpoint? The SD party has been discussing the
position of migrants as “unfitting” into Swedish society. While pushing the nostalgic feeling
of better days and old times, the rhetorical speech of us and them has been circulating
exponentially, reinforcing the alienation of those individuals as something strange and
foreign. As stated on SD’s official website “We need to think about ourselves now. All the
other parties have not realized that mass immigration simply does not work. We have the
facts, immigration became a fact and it did not turn out well” (Sverige Demokraterna, 2025.

[translation by author]).

Henceforth, it is relevant to frame the context and environment of the latest years. The
political parties are pushing a more strict administration and with the Tidd agreement it

reflected onto Swedish society in a more practical manner.

This governmental agreement has no precedent, it brings some structural differences in policy
shaping and governmental decisions that need to be taken in consideration. In the present
situation, a party outside the government exercises executive influence. This resulted in more
restrictive legislations and increased the unpredictability for asylum seekers and long-term
residents requesting citizenship. As an example, due to more recent facts, many established
people are being deported from Sweden. The requirements for a permanent stay have been
changed. As Aftonbladet states : “ A few years ago, the salary requirement for those who
receive a residence permit through work was around SEK 13,000. Now it is almost SEK
26,000 — and next year the government has decided that it will be increased to 90 percent of
the median salary, which corresponds to SEK 33,390 per month.” (Aftonbladet, 2025.
[Translation by author]). In other words, these requirements revolve around salary and

residence permits, unabling people to stay in the country.

Another important aspect of this is that younger individuals are also being deported. This
“teenage deportation” which has entered into the Swedish social context with a deportation
order, has been now taken into consideration until further notice. As stated by SVT Nyheter
“Now SD leader Jimmie Akesson is opening up for the affected group to stay. Without
knowing anything about each individual case, it is quite obvious that there have been some
decisions that may not be in line with the general perception of the law or general common

sense, Akesson tells SVT.” (SVT Nyheter, 2026. [Translation by author]).



1.2 Rosengird and the consequences of housing system inequalities

To further analyse the area of this research, it is relevant to mention and consider the Swedish
housing system foremost as a real estate regulation, but at the same time as an exclusionary
system, that affects the aforementioned area. It is well known that Sweden is facing a
challenge with housing solutions, therefore it is quite relevant to mention the Swedish

housing system.

Righard et al. state: “There are three principle forms of tenure in Sweden: private ownership,
joint ownership (in the shape of tenant owners associations), and rented housing (both public
and private). Private ownership — generally single-household homes — and tenant-owned
housing are generally classified as home ownership. Joint ownership has many similarities
with private ownership, but there are also some differences, primarily the fact that
tenant-owners in housing cooperatives own the property collectively, but each tenant has an
exclusive right to live in their own flat or house.” (Righard et al, 2015, :96). With this
framework, the authors describe the various housing ownership that can be found in Sweden.
These cases are relevant because private ownership and joint ownership exist in other ways in
Europe, it is relevant to frame the rented housing with the private and public aspects of it due

to the regulamentations that revolve around this type of housing solution.

Various Swedish municipalities have housing websites where it is possible to look for
advertisements of available flats within the areas. One example of these websites and one of
the most known is Boplatsyd, a housing association that detains public and private
apartments. This municipally owned system has ads and makes people place their interest,

allowing “anyone” to participate in a virtual queue of potential future tenants.

One of the main principles of such websites is to offer access to the housing market on equal
terms, without any form of discrimination. As stated on the website, in the queueing rule

section “No discriminatory demands may be made by the landlord” (Boplatsyd, 2026).

However, the platform has a few requirements: pay slips, work contracts, personal data and

lastly is a yearly 300 SEK fee, therefore this can be the first step into financial discrimination.

Listerborn (2018) highlights “Insiders and outsiders are in principle the same groups in the

work market as in the housing market, that will say those who have a first-hand contract



consist of single, older people with a Swedish background and good income and contacts,
while outsiders are often young students, and people with an immigrant background.”
(Listerborn C.2018, :21. [Translation by author]). Listerborn identifies two different sides
participating in the housing solution. The oxymoron that she uses in her work creates a
comparison that needs to be taken in consideration. Those with good incomes and
connections will have a higher chance of finding accommodations due to their positioning.
The aforementioned housing system positions the “outsiders”, first generation migrants or
those arriving in a new city, in a different way. Righard et al. state “There are a few wealthy
areas in Malmo, based on analyses of income, housing, family status, occupation, and
education; much of the city is characterized by a high proportion of low incomes and
residents who were born outside the Nordic countries or Western Europe. Social position and
ethnicity often overlap to determine where you live in Malmé". (Righard et al, 2015, :96). In
the light of these facts, the intersectional aspect of identity and the city clash. The position of
people that are not born in the country is different, they will have a harder time finding an
apartment, increasing their waiting time and clashing with the paperwork that they may need.
It is important to realise that living in Rosengird became a consequence, due to lack of

information on the district, lower income and budgets but also market availability.

EBO or also known as “self-arranged housing” or “Eget Boende” was created for those
seeking asylum. In the light of this housing situation, the institution of the EBO system in
1994, allowed asylum seekers to arrange housing solutions on their own. Instead of the
housing solutions provided by the state, this system made it possible for them to live with
relatives and family or rent rooms and apartments on the private market. The aim was to
speed up the integration process and have less institutionalisation while promoting individual
autonomy. Since the Swedish migration agency supplied accommodation for asylum seekers
with the EBO system people could surpass that (Migrationsverket, n.d.) This self-housing
solution sparked an increasing flux of inhabitants into more vulnerable areas of Scandinavian

cities.

The EBO system didn’t create segregation, but definitely reinforced it. As stated by Redar
“rapid establishment or return, which explains how EBO risks leading to negative
consequences both at the individual level and at the system level.” (Redar L, Riksdagen,
2025. [Translation by author]) what the author states in this article considers another

perspective of this system, that is to say the long-term effects, where people would remain in



the same neighbourhood shaping predictable urban structures and have already set integration

and housing trajectories.

The current state of the EBO system has been discussed and a change has been proposed. The
Sweden Democrats declared to be against such an Act and want to abolish the EBO system as
a default option. Also By Anders Ygeman’s statement on the 29th of October 2024 it can be
observed how the Social Democrats have a saying regarding the EBO system: “the Private
companies have made a lot of money running these shelters, while the experiences from them
have often been negative, for example, millions of kronor have been made in profits despite
the fact that the shelters had substandard conditions” (Social Demokraterna,
2024.[Translation by author]) the Swedish Democrats’s proposal appears to be a state
regulated method in order to convey and restrain Sweden’s economic investments so as to

better manage integration and sheltering solutions for asylum seekers.

In the same way, the blame of such disparity was also given to the industrially built
infrastructures. As Andersson states in his work “Even though one of the eight specified MDI
goals was to increase the attractiveness of the targeted neighbourhoods, the programme did
not include investments in housing aimed at creating a more attractive housing stock. The
reason was primarily that very few people believed that the physical structure of the estates,
let alone the quality of housing, were important factors in the reproduction of ‘racialised’
social exclusion.” (Andersson et al., 2010, :47) By referencing the Metropolitan Development
Initiative, which was launched in 1998 with the aim to “‘break’ segregation and to work for
equal and comparable living conditions for the inhabitants of the three largest cities”(Ibidem).
Therefore, with this in mind the author wants to highlight the building disparity and the
uneven financial resolutions, as the aesthetic infrastructure was not a part of the plan. As a
result, private owners and public housing lack maintenance which is causing more fragility

and instability with deteriorating living conditions for the tenants.

1.3 Rosengird as a cultural space

In order to define Rosengérd as a cultural space of its own and to research the area in-depth,
the definition of culture needs to be explained in a broader sense. Highlighted by Williams:
“Culture is ordinary: that is the first fact. Every human society has its own shape, its own

purposes, its own meanings. Every human society expresses these, in institutions, and in arts
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and learning.” (Williams R. 1989, :53) In other words the author defines culture in everyday
life, including the artistic processes, what can be consumed, watched and appreciated with the
artefacts and produced but also as identity markers, habits and individuality. I agree with this
definition because culture can be found in every small detail of individuals, in everyday
routines or the meaning that someone associates with reality. Using Williams's concept of
culture as ordinary, it surfaced that these ideas, practices and institutions can be framed by
observing some of Rosengard specific locations, or what will be further defined as “cultural
hotspots™. The cultural hotspots encapsulate not only individuals and their habits but also the
use of some locations in a preferred way, sometimes in contrast to the habitual use of a

location or differently from other areas in Malmo.

There were found some common traits that can identify what cultural hotspots encapsulate.
Mostly with this term, it was defined locations that can be known for the inhabitants of the
area as meeting points with a high social engagement, where people are able to meet and
spend time together, creating a grouping able to show the community identity within the area.
In addition these spots become a vessel of creativity and can give inspiration for new ideas

and projects, promoting innovation and change.

To make a comparison, Rosengard’s area and cultural hotpots resemble to me the Quartieri
Spagnoli in Naples, with a high density housing solution, murals and music. This area in
Naples is often described as the heart of the city, for its vibrant atmosphere and the division
that creates with more touristic and historical settings. As this was considered segregated and
a no-go zone as well, there are some main differences between these two areas. Above all, the
location of Rosengéard in the city of Malmo is identifiable as a suburban area. In this specific
case Suburban area in Malmo’s context doesn’t concern the geographical distance from the
center; it reinforces the common connotations of areas around the world, carrying similar

experiences of social deprivations, stigmatisation from the public eye and house for migrants.

Some of the most prominent cultural hotspots that provide cultural engagement in the area,

can be selected in two big macro systems such as public and private spaces.

The start would be the shopping center called “Rosengérd Centrum”. This place was designed
by the architect Thorsten Roos in the late 60s. Taking inspiration from the Ponte Vecchio in
Florence, the building is placed in the middle of Amiralsgatan, where all the main

commercial services take place. There is a cafe, restaurants, a bank and an ATM, recreational
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center, sportshall and library aside from shops, tobacconist and pharmacy. It also presents the
cultural center, as the most frequented mosque from the area is located there, being a place
where people can profess their religion and be provided with lessons and recreational

activities.

Figure 1 Pretuie of the Ponte Yecchie in Florence.

Figure 2 Prcrure of the Bosengird Centrum.
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The centrum has encapsulated an urban meeting location in the area where people can meet,
chatter and shop. Recently a small playground has been built in the hall, with a little slide and
games where kids and their families can go. It was noticeable how people started to use the

space in a more varied way than a “usual” shopping center.

Below the shopping center, on the street level, the parking lot has numerous trucks and
vendors selling fast food. Here a lot of teenagers and young kids spend their evenings in the

food court and adjoining public spaces.

Further down the same road, there is a small playground called “The red carpet of the rose” -
“Rosens Roda matta”. This space was designed for girls with the intention of reusing an
abandoned car park. As stated by the charity association that campaigns for parks and spaces,
called Make space for girls “ What the project revealed is that the girls found the experience
of being consulted and of having an impact on their environment at least as satisfying as the
park which resulted.” (Make space for girls, 2026.) identifying a higher percentage of male
kids in playgrounds, this was thought as an empowering move and a collective space for
girls. With this initiative the development of a new creative space started and the redesigning
of such space inspired and brought together a collective present in the area. It will be further
defined in the Findings section why the red carpet of the rose doesn’t resemble a cultural

hotspot but is on the other hand useful as a reference point for comparison.

Also close to the centrum, there is the youth center “Tegelhuset”, a place dedicated to the
younger generations where they can go after school hours and spend time together. Here they
can find arranged activities, games, providing a safe space and a location to participate in the
community. As stated on their website “Here you can participate in a varied range of
activities, everything from crafts, movement and games to various group activities and
excursions. There is a warm atmosphere here that makes Tegelhuset middle school a place
where children thrive, develop and have meaningful free time.” (Malmé stad, 2026.

[Translation by author]).

Moreover, there are other meeting spots that need to be mentioned and taken into
consideration. Vénskapshuset, which is placed close to vinskapsparken, is a small meeting
place that arranges all sorts of activities. Here locals can find a small language cafe, summer

job initiatives and so on. The core principles of this space are respect and inclusivity towards
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anyone who would like to bring activities or ideas for new initiatives. This is a very known

spot for teenagers and kids where they spend their time after school.

Towards the far end of the area, there is “Maria 1 Rosengérd kyrka”. This Catholic church
was built in the 90s and individuals can profess their religion and participate in religious
activities. This church provides masses in different other languages as Ukrainian and Polish

in order to include foreign people in the celebrations.

Another location that can be considered a cultural hotspot is Ortagirdstorget, the space
between greenery with complementary sitting areas and local mini-shops is a gathering place
that provides a different use of the urban space underneath buildings and the residential area.
As the needs of the community were followed by overall improvements designed for the area
so people can enjoy the space “like a little livingroom” (Malmo Stad, 2026, Translation by
author). Also rather important is to define the minishop that are present in the area, these are
called Bokalerna in Swedish, which identifies the structure of a small business and housing
together. The goal as stated by Rikardsson “With the mini-shops we want to promote
entrepreneurship, establish profitable businesses and create good role models in the area. If
the concept turns out well, the goal is to eventually start these shops in more of our areas”.

(Sveriges Allménytta, 2010. [translation by author]).

In the following picture (Figure 3), I have highlighted some of the cultural hotspots that will
be taken in the consideration and analysis of this work. I have highlighted them on the map
with different pins, the Rosengérd Centrum that contains in itself multiple locations

mentioned above and also, the blue ones are football courts and fields present in the area.
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1.4 Research questions
This research aims to analyse and show Rosengard’s cultural engagement and how it can

shape and define the area for better opportunities. Moreover, it seeks to understand and
perceive the community’s needs and how they are currently fulfilled by institutions and
organisations through the lens of cultural habits and engagement. I have decided to take a
closer look at Rosengard and its cultural hotspots because I have been one of Rosengérd’s
residents myself for the past few years. I had observed how people outside the area would
have an opinion on places that wouldn’t match the reality of living in this district,
experienced firsthand. Hearing all these different opposing opinions, it sparked interest in me

as a researcher to investigate further in the area and be able to draw all the different

perceptions and aspects that surfaced during these years living in Rosengard.

15



Therefore, the aim and aspiration of this thesis is to analyse and grasp new ideas for
initiatives and define these spaces that can have the connotation of an ordinary location.
However it doesn’t aim to offer adjustments of these spaces but rather to identify the
community in the area, if these cultural hotspots have been created following the needs of the

inhabitants that would benefit from these locations.
With that being said, the research questions for this thesis are:

Is, in a local context, cultural engagement a response to social inequalities? Can it surpass the

stereotypes and therefore the label as a vulnerable and problematic area?
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Theory

In this section there will be an analysis to deepen the overall research of Rosengérd with the
help of literature and recent reports. Using Goffman’s concept of Stigma, it will highlight
how the area’s name made into tabloids and created the reputation that the area and its
inhabitants remain stuck with after many years. Furthermore, it will be followed by Loic
Wacquant’s work that focuses on territorial stigma by giving examples of American and
French contexts. By recognising the similarities between his work and Rosengard, his
analysis will be applied to this research. Following, Edward Said’s theories on Orientalism
will be explained, that are closely connected to contemporary Islamophobia motives and
events. A recent report on Islamophobia in Sweden will grasp the concept applicable to set
areas. Moreover, the analysis of Bourdieu’s Cultural Capital a Social Capital (1986) will be

useful and further referred to in the findings paragraph.

2.1 Goffman: Stigma

The topic of stigma has been explored and analysed by the sociologist Erving Goffman in his
essay: Stigma: Notes on the management of spoiled identity. The author begins his work by
identifying the etymology of Stigma and the use of the terms that were connected to it. It was
originally used to signify a visible bodily sign and also someone to avoid in public settings
for a set reason. Moreover, he emphasises the connection with a “bodily sign of physical

disorder” attached to it (Goffman E. 1963, :1).

Goffman, begins with the etymology of stigma, identifying three kinds of stigma that are
applicable to his work.

First there are abominations of the body - the various physical deformities. Next there
are blemishes of individual character perceived as weak will, domineering or unnatural
passions, treacherous and rigid beliefs, and dishonesty, these being inferred from a known
record of, for example, mental disorder imprisonment, addiction, alcoholism, homosexuality,
unemployment, suicidal attempts, and radical political behaviour. Finally there are tribal
stigma of race, nation, and religion, these being stigma that can be transmitted through
lineages and equally contaminate all members of a family. (Ibid, :5).
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The previous statement by Goffman emphasises the different types of stigmata that are
currently still affecting individuals and attitudes towards them. These relate to the assumption
of different treatment but as well as a different impression, classifying as “the person with a
stigma is not quite human” (Ibidem). Applying Goffman’s theory to the overall idea of
Rosengard as an area and its residents, the classification would fall into the last two
categories of stigma. Where migrants have been racially and economically segregated, people
started to slowly detach more and more from other areas of the city, creating a community
within the area. Starting to discern people based on ethnicities, social status, income and

religion, it reinforced the division between other area’s inhabitants and Rosengéard’s.

For this reason, Goffman identifies what could be described as empathy between those whose
social identity becomes fractured by stigma. As he states “In most cases, however, he will
find that there are sympathetic others who are ready to adopt his standpoint in the world and
to share with him the feeling that he is human and ‘essentially’ normal in spite of appearances
and in spite of his own self- doubts.” (Ibid, :20). It is important to remember that Goffman’s
work has a particular focus on bodily stigmas, thus his statement would describe the feeling
of understanding by people who empathise, created by certain repeated scenarios and
situations in which the discrimination happens. Consequently, the author defines a sort of
support: “The first set of sympathetic others is of course those who share his stigma. [...]
Some of them can provide the individual with instruction in the tricks of the trade and with a
circle of lament to which he can withdraw for moral support and for the comfort of feeling at
home” (Ibidem). In this section Goffman identifies a sort of belonging based on empathy and
emotions. Those who are marginalised and categorised based on their stigmas, will find

support in the same type of group that can understand and share this experience with him.

As a matter of fact, it is important to add this other point from Goffman’s perspective. In his
analysis of social settings, Goffman suggests that “Each time someone with a particular
stigma makes a spectacle of himself by breaking a law, winning a prize, or becoming a first
of his kind, a local community may take gossipy note of this; these even make news in the
mass media of the wider society.” (Ibid, :27), this shows that with a good or bad event, such
things circulate and become representatives of individuals living in these areas. Under those
circumstances, Rosengard’s stigmas have been commonly used in newspapers, podcasts and
security reports as political propaganda for some parties in a way to spread awareness

towards migrants.
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2.2 Wacquant: territorial stigma

Starting from Goffman’s theory on stigma, affecting the individual and the set of ideas and
shared stigma sensations. The French sociologist Loic Wacquant developed a broader concept
of stigma, analysing the urban sociology aspect of it. In his work: Urban Outcasts: A
comparative sociology of advanced marginality (2007), he puts his focus on different
suburban areas around the world. By making a comparison between the French banlieue and
Chicago’s ghettos, he discovers the commonalities and differences between such similar but
different areas. His analysis, which was driven by riots and street violence, follows the
substrate construction of these areas. As he states “[...] these urban disorders led by
lower-class youths have, to a varying extent depending on the country, combined two logics:
a logic of protest against ethnoracial injustice rooted in discriminatory treatment - of a
stigmatized quasi-caste in the United States, of ‘Arab’ and other ‘coloured’ migrants or
citizens come from the former colonies in France and Great Britain - and a class logic
pushing the impoverished fractions of the working class to rise up against economic
deprivation and widening social inequalities.” (Wacquant L. 2007, :22). In other words,
Wacquant’s analysis applies to the case of a deeper fracture between incomes where

immigrants and citizens take a stance, in the form of urban disorder, against such inequalities.

Specifically Wacquant identifies three main components that are present in this class division,

that identify individuals demuring inequalities:

1. Mass unemployment, both chronic and persistent, amounting, for entire segments of the
working class, to deproletrianization and the diffusion of labour precariousness, bringing in
the wake a whole train of material deprivation, family hardship, temporal uncertainty and

personal anxiety.

2. Relegation to decaying neighbourhoods in which public and private resources diminish just as
the social fall of working-class households and the settlement of immigrant populations

intensify competition for access to scarce public goods.

3. Heightened stigmatization in daily life as well as in public discourse, increasingly linked not
only to class and ethnic origin but also to the fact of residing in a degraded and degrading

neighbourhood. (Ibid, :25)
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While Wacquant’s concept of territorial stigmatization is reinforced by the historical time of
his analysis, his perception of capitalist societies and the split between rich and poor
neighbourhoods can also be applied to this research. As a matter of fact, also previously
stated, Rosengard’s name surfaced on many different media platforms because of criminality
throughout the 2000s (SVT Nyheter, 2013. [Translation by author]). By these common

aspects, Wacquant’s analysis can be declared still functional to this area and topic.
2.3 Said: Otherness

In the light of Goffman’s work it is relevant and important to mention another author: Edward
Said. He has been recognised for his point of view on the Orient. His most famous work,
Orientalism (1977), has been circulating and bringing new takes and instances on the matter.
Said’s work starts from the description of human curiosity, with travels and explorations of
the Orient since ancient times. He explains how fascination and studies have been interesting
to the Europeans' eyes on the subject. As he compares the “orientale” so an “amateur or
professional enthusiasm for everything Asiatic, which was wonderfully synonymous with the
exotic, mysterious, profound, seminal [...]” (Said E. 1977, :164), he compares this to the age
of the High Renaissance where the interest for what came from Asia was comparable to the
same curiosity that came from “Greek and Latin antiquity” (Ibidem). Therefore scholars,
poets and scientists saw something that was fascinating and interesting from another part of
the world. Said points out that it is important to realise that something shifted, in history and
human behaviour. From curiosity of exploring and collecting this knowledge through art, the
definitions of what was geographically far started to classify it as something different. In this
case Said states “A group of people living on a few acres of land will set up boundaries
between their land and its immediate surroundings on the one hand and on the other, a land

beyond theirs which they call “the land of the barbarians”(Said E. 1977, :167).

Said further highlights the close connection between the West and the Orient, describing it as
a three-way relationship: “For the Orient (‘out there’ toward the East) is corrected, even
penalized, for lying outside the boundaries of European society, ‘our’ world; the Orient is
thus Orientalized, a process that not only marks the Orient as the province of the Orientalis,
but also forces the uninitiated Western reader to accept Orientalist codifications [...] as the
true Orient.” (Ibid, :180). In simpler words, Said represents the connection between the West
and the East in three directions: firstly, the negative connotations that the West made about

the East into stereotypes and fetishism of norms. Secondly, Western scholars and travelers
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changed the East and fueled the versions decided by them. Thirdly, these ideas and changes
of the East that were created started to be believed as facts. In particular Said described the
study and curiosity of a part of the world as influenced by these disciplines. The orient
becomes an appendix of the West and is converted by the framing that Westerners give to set
traditions, cultures and societies a different nature by the prevailing Western representation

and their understandings.

In his work, Said goes through numerous topics that concern Orientalism, as well as the
opposition that Islam had with Christianity in many centuries. Hence, the overall feeling of
Orientalism, in particular about Islam, appeared to be conservative and defensive, motivating
these expeditions and story telling by political reasons, creating a system of fetishisation of

Eastern inferiority, in order to maintain dominance and colonial power.

2.4 Islamophobia

Strongly connected to Edward Said’s findings is the current image and prejudice of Muslim
people and the communities. As the population present in Rosengdrd has a different
background and religion, as stated in Forum for levande historia “ Sweden’s muslim
population has risen from a few individuals to hundreds of thousands. Islam has quickly
become Sweden’s second largest religion” (Forum for levande historia, 2025.) For this
reason, it is relevant to analyse the role of this religion and the response that people have had
at current times. As stated in the Open society foundations (2007) “There is evidence that
Swedes generally hold negative and preconceived views of Muslims and Islam, with many
considering Islamic and Swedish values to be incompatible” (Open society foundations,
2007, :6). Therefore, the representation of Islam and the feelings towards this religion and
practices, has kept the shape described by Edward Said and the theory previously mentioned,
even in today's society. A sentiment of fear and dislike sparked in recent times, exponentially

increasing in hate crimes and systemic racism in Sweden. (Bayrakly E. et al. 2023, :6839).

As mentioned in the Islamophobia report: “in 2009, within the framework of the protection
provided by the article ‘The freedom to practice one’s religion alone or in the company of
others, as far as social peace is not disturbed or it causes general offense’in the Swedish
Constitution regarding the fight against discrimination, the federal agency Discrimination

Ombudsman was established.” (Ibid, :687) In other words Sweden, which was considered a
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secular state, has established the right to profess and sustain any religion and its practices
without any form of discrimination. With these intentions, such events shouldn’t happen in
the first place. This rise of events have sparked through digital platforms, public spaces or
events to the point that the governmental agency on discrimination,
Diskrimineringsombudsmannen, was established and had to step into action by giving

compensations to those victims of Islamophobia.

This prejudice and discrimination has perpetuated in many different ways, including public
and private spheres. The many examples reported in the report: as the “threatening message
that arrived at the mosque in Malmo6” (Ibid, :691) or the unsettling treatment in public,
became a reality lived by many in different cities in Sweden and a perspective to take into

consideration.

Another brief but necessary mention is the language used by different media platforms. The
concepts used associate violence and terror to Islam. By using events, pictures and such
language result in the application and reinforcement of labels and stereotypes, which nourish
Islamophobic ideologies. This dissonance between the Swedish environment and the freedom
to profess whichever religion, have an escalation into hate crimes that are ulteriorly

increasing.

2.5 Bourdieu: Cultural capital

Most important to this research is the contribution by the French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu.
His work gave the perspective of power dynamics and social structures within the cultural
field. Bourdieu dissects different forms of capital: “capital can present itself in three
fundamental guises: as economical capital, which is immediately and directly convertible
into money [...] as cultural capital, which is convertible, on certain conditions, into economic
capital and may be institutionalized in the form of educational qualifications; and as social
capital, made up of social obligations (‘connections’)” (Bourdieu, 1986, :81) With this
distinction, the analysis for this research focuses on the last two qualifications: Cultural

capital and Social capital.

Firstly, Cultural capital can be identified in the embodied state, as part of the individual’s

potential and the objectified state, about the material cultural products, and the istitutionalized
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state. Bourdieu describes the embodied state as a heritage or transmission of culture that sits
within the family. It is not something that you can acquire through economic capital or that
can be instantly transferred. The production and results of artwork, books, paintings and so
on (objectified state) does not automatically give the skills or understanding, therefore there
is a need for the embodied state too. While the institutionalized state can be interpreted as the
standardised form of culture, academic titles, certificates and degrees, it confers the
“universal” way and acknowledgment of these skills. As the author states “It is in fact
impossible to account for the structure and functioning of the social world unless one
reintroduces capital in all its forms and not solely in the one form recognized by the
economic theory.” (Ibid, 1986, :81). Therefore, Bourdieu attributes to this interconnection of
culture another perspective, by stating that the economical aspect is necessary but there is a

need to consider all the forms of capital to understand how society works.

Secondly, Bourdieu’s analysis continues on the aspect of social capital. “Social capital is the
aggregate of the actual or potential resources which are linked to possession of a durable
network of more or less institutionalized relationships” (Ibid, 1986, :86). Here he describes
the connections an individual can have, in different ways, they can be transformed into
something more. Along with this, the author goes deeper into network connections, as he
presents clubs and family groups. To explain engagement in the area using Bourdieu’s theory,
it is relevant to mention the “exchanges in which recognition is endlessly affirmed and
reaffirmed” (Bourdieu P. 1986, :87), the effort and investment that is being put into

connection, individual and in group is a way to main skills and an accumulation of capital.

Bourdieu’s theory provides an example that is applicable to the research. ‘In other words, the
share in profits which scarce cultural capital secures in class-divided societies is based, in the
last analysis, on the fact that all agents do not have the economic and cultural means for
prolonging their children’s education beyond the minimum necessary for the reproduction of
the labor-power least valorized at a given moment’ (Bourdieu P. 1986, :84) as stated by
Bourdieu and furthermore explained in the research, the class-division that is present in
Rosengard, automatically classifies individuals differently, granting a different set of
opportunities compared to peers. In addition to that, during the process of this research,
Rosengard has been considered a cultural field of its own, in other words a place where
cultural capital could be defined by the community, locations and part of the individual’s

potential.

23



2.6 Putnam: Social capital

A different take on social capital was theorised by the American political scientist Robert D.
Putnam in his book: Making democracy work (1993). In this piece Putnam analyses
specifically the modern Italy and how social capital and the institutions had success in civic
life in some regions of the country. Based on his framework on social capital he states “[...]
social capital serves as a kind of collateral, but it is available to those who have no access to
ordinary credit markets. Lacking physical assets to offer as surety, the participants in effect
pledge their social connection.” (Putnam R, 1993, :169) Putnam describes a certain setting
where the economical capital is lacking, therefore in these circumstances people would make

the most out of their interpersonal connections.

Putnam further highlights the social trust and what could be the relatable sources of it:
“norms of reciprocity and networks of civic engagement” (Ibid, :171). The norms of
reciprocity are essentials for social trust. The most important being reciprocity can be
balanced (same products with the same values) or generalized (a continuous relationship that
provides exchanges with imbalance values). Putnam highlights that “communities in which
this norm is followed can more efficiently restrain opportunism and resolve problems of

collective action” (Ibid, :172).

The networks of civic engagement, have more consequences: the individual attempt of a
dishonest act will make risks for the existing relationships. The norms of reciprocity will be
strengthened because of interactions in many social contexts. They can improve the flow of

information about trustworthiness.

With this take on the Italian differences between the north and south he declares that “where
norms and networks of civic engagement are lacking, the outlook for collective action
appears bleak.” With his statement Putnam revolves around the political aspect of Italy and
the theory that he explained, using the description of “the civic North and uncivic South”

(Ibid, :178)

Clearly, in Rosengard the norm of generalised reciprocity can be applied in many different
aspects. As a Rosengérd resident myself [ have observed that the inhabitants of the area count
on each other and the social capital that the author describes in other words as “worth” is

what can be commonly identified as trust and respect in these communities. By comparing
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two parts of the same Country, Putnam’s work can be used as a lens of research on different

areas of Malmo and their role between individuals, social capitals and institutions.
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Methodology

This chapter overviews the research that has been made in the Rosengédrd area with the
methodology that was thought the most accurate and picked for this process. This qualitative
research firstly starts with a focus on a brief autoethnographic experience at
“Vinskapshuset”, followed by semi-structured interviews. At the end of this section there

will be the limits and considerations that surfaced during the investigation.

Through the analysis it was followed a semi-structured form because of the broad analysis
that concerns the area. There are various segments and aspects that need to be taken into
consideration to ask during the interviews and get insights on numerous aspects of the area.
As Brinkmann highlights “the interviewer has a great say in focusing the conversation on
issues that he or she deems important in relation to the research project” (Brinkmann S.,
2017, :1002). This supports the idea of participation in multiple aspects that revolve around
Rosengard, but also to gather some more impressions and thoughts on parts of the district that
were unknown to me. Some of the interviews that were conducted started spontaneously,
either because of my research or due to other events, therefore there wasn’t a set list of
questions to pick from on these occasions but more a specific topic and questions revolving

around it, following the flow of the conversations.

3.1 Autoethnography

My first approach with institutional representation in the area was at “Vanskapshuset”. This
is a space close to Vianskapsparken. This location is open to the community of the area, where
people can find activities and or arrange them for whoever would like to participate. Here,
from time to time relevant figures working for the area reunite in order to discuss several
topics and activities in the area. In this specific event, I met the Chief Librarian of
Rosengard’s Library, a representative of the municipality, the head of sustainability of FC

Rosengérd 1917 and the security coordinator from the district’s Police station.

As I could tell, this was a part of many more meetings happening during the year. That
discussion's main focus was on the yearly report, which included briefly going through
important points for the area development and what results Vénskapshuset got from the

people in this space. Additionally, this meeting aimed to be planning the upcoming Eid
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events. Eid al-fitr is the celebration that marks at the end of Ramadan, in the month where
people are fasting, usually a celebration with friends and family happens at the end of it. In
this meeting there were mentioned dispositions, local vendors and funds from the city in
order to plan it at best and furthermore some arrangements with the coordinator from the

Police station were discussed for security reasons.

Ellis et al. state in Autoethnography: An Overview: "When researchers do ethnography, they
study a culture's relational practices, common values and beliefs, and shared experiences for
the purpose of helping insiders (cultural members) and outsiders (cultural strangers) better
understand the culture” (Ellis, 2011, :3) According to this statement, the meeting that [ have
experienced in first person has been useful to motivate and explain how Vénskapshuset
brings together people that are working for the area and promoting improvements. This for
me was also a chance to see generally the behind the scenes of activities and experiences
planned in the area and how to better execute them for the community. However as a
researcher, this meeting was fundamental on my behalf to see different perspectives and
events that would catch my awareness more than flyers or street posters would do. In fact,
this enriched my research progress and knowledge for the following reasons: My awareness
of events was limited to a surface level and to the extent applicable I thought as the example
of the Eid festival previously mentioned, that they were organised in a more informal way by

people living in the area, rather than a close collaboration with Malmd’s municipality.

3.2 Interviews

The biggest and most relevant part of this study has been people’s opinion and personal
experiences relating to Rosengérd's stigma and other aspects that will be further explained.
Consequently I have chosen to use semi-structured interviews. As Brinkmann states in his
work: “an interview is not an interaction between disembodied intellects but a joint
accomplishment of vulnerable, embodied persons with all sorts of hopes, fears, and interests.”
(Brinkmann S. 2017, :998). The interview is a vessel into people’s thoughts and ideas more
than a formal interaction between the two parties. Indeed, by using this method, there was the
chance to further investigate how the surrounding changed through the lens of cultural

institutions and inhabitants of the mentioned space.
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Thanks to the meeting at Vénskapshuset, there was a chance to make connections with
institutional representatives that are currently contributing to the growth of the area and
interview a few of them. Firstly, there was the interview of the Chief Librarian of
Rosengard’s Library, a space for the community that is not just a library into Rosengérd’s

shopping center but a meeting point for many.

Secondly, there was the interview with the head of sustainability of FC Rosengérd 1917. This
interview showed the feeling of growing up in Rosengard and how working within the area
resembles. Due to the media presence of this club on many newspaper channels and also the
numerous green spaces, parks and football fields south of Amiralsgatan; it is relevant to have
a perspective on sports in the area and how the community engages with such spaces and

associations.

Together with these interviews, some more informal ones were conducted during the time of
this research, since it felt that this was the proper way to get people’s honest opinions. There
was the chance to interview a total of ten people: eight women and two men, based on a
purposively sampling of different backgrounds and experiences, ensuring relevance to the

topic of this research. This qualitative approach gave more insights than what expected.

These interviews lasted from 30 to 60 minutes and were done mostly in person and one on

Zoom, they were not recorded but notes were taken during the execution of them.

3.3 Limitation and Ethical considerations

There are some things to take into consideration with the methodology that was chosen and
has been used for this research. First and foremost this qualitative research offers people’s
opinions and experiences in these fields, therefore this is a partial expression of the area. Due
to the established time limitations of this research, the interviews could not have been
conducted more in depth and have had a bigger reach, so the data collection could have been
extended and reached more potential interviewees. Owing to the limited time, a comparison
with interviews and observation with other areas in the city of Malmd could have been

another useful and more precise contribution.

Another aspect is the ethical considerations of the interviews. The interviewees were

informed about the topic of the research: Rosengérd and the cultural engagement of the area.
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I have talked with the interviewees about consent which all the participants have agreed on. It
was furtherly explained that I was going to maintain as neutral information and language as
possible and it will be anonymous and just make a report of what was relevant to the process
and explanations. It was ensured that identifying details would be removed from notes and
the text, in order to maintain ethical boundaries. For the same principle, there were not any
recordings of the interviews because that felt like it would interrupt the flow of the

conversation and may feel intimidating to some interviewees.

As stated by Rutakumwa “Sometimes, the decision to turn off the recorder comes from an
interviewer aware that the presence of the instrument makes an interviewee nervous”
(Rutakumwa R. 2020, :568), while in this section the author describes a situation where the
recording was thought to be fundamental. In this analysis case, the conversation could have
shifted in different ways while discussing some of the points during the interviews. I feared

that it would have affected the outcome of the conversation.

One of the research limits has been the language barrier: because of the current Swedish
language abilities, from time to time people would have to switch to English or I would have
missed some important details. In the first interview, The Chief Librarian considered that
both of us having two different mother tongues made her more comfortable and felt less
judgement on my behalf. It was found helpful to use some Swedish words to get a fuller
understanding of concepts and explain in detail the situation or some of the concepts. The
language barrier has to be considered as well into the meeting at Vinskapshuset, since the
meeting was fully in Swedish, I was able to capture the overall ideas of the discussion,

however I probably missed some specific wording.

An additional aspect to consider, for full transparency, is the use of Artificial Intelligence as a
research tool during this thesis. The use of Al was confined within two main aspects: Firstly
as a research tool, I have used it in order to organise and provide a neat structure to follow
during the writing process and during the semi-structure interviews. Secondly, I have used Al

to provide synonyms, correct grammatical forms and spelling mistakes .

Materials

This section will highlight the most relevant parts to the analysis of the area and some of the

reflection points that surfaced throughout the research. I have personally lived in the area for
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two years and I have to admit that I initially had a cultural shock. The place felt very different
from what I was used to and didn’t really know what to expect. As well as that, I think about
my overall experience in these years. I have had numerous people comment on the location,
suggesting to move in the near future and keep a general low profile in the area in order to
“not end up in unfortunate situations”. In reality this was a more general opinion than actual
criminal episodes ever happen to me in the area. Even though there have been some
unfortunate events on the news during this period of time that I lived in Rosengéard, I have
never felt unsafe or at risk. Without a doubt, I can recall the many comments made by
neighbours on the improvements that could be done in the area, such as dark pathways, the
biggest part of these comments were made on infrastructures and a lack of maintenance from

tenants.
4.1 Observations

Before conducting this research I felt like every conversation that sparked when I was telling
people where I lived was always defined in the same way. The phrasing was identical and the

way people would describe and reassure me about the area felt like a script.

The beginning in the area felt a little strange, especially because I felt I was being observed,
as someone who’s not part of the community. As time passed I have appreciated and enjoyed
my time in Rosengédrd and discovered countless pleasant surprises about cultures and how
many similarities there are with mine. This research concludes a big part of my journey in
Sweden and made me reflect on the migration aspect, on a personal level and on a broader
spectrum. While conducting this research, I have found out so much more about the area and
the places that I have visited and observed. While so many of the cultural spots in the center
are visited by different and numerous people, Rosengard’s cultural hotspots are definitely

defined by the area and the people making use of them.

Firstly Rosengérd Centrum, this location that contains a lot of the area’s leisure activities, has
a big affluence during the evenings. Here families go together and spend their time, also a lot
of people can be seen taking coffee at the central cafe and spending their evenings there in the
company of their friends. Other than the biggest “attraction” which are the groceries stores
and the fruit and vegetables vendors, the new smaller playgrounds that have been installed in
the entrance. I couldn’t help but notice a lot of kids playing there with their moms close by

chit chatting between them.
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The Muslim cultural center present in the building is really popular and brings in a lot of
people from the surroundings. I could recall that the most affluent timing is during the

afternoon and basically takes the complete center space.

Moving on to the next location that has been analysed, there is the food court at the back of
the center that also attracts a lot of people and the specialties are really good and affordable.
There are mostly teenagers in groups that spend their evenings together and gather there to
get a meal. The easy accessibility between the center and the street close by makes it easier

for people to reach but not as identifiable from the people that aren't aware of its existence.

Contrary to these locations examples described above, I want to highlight another cultural
hotspot that I have identified, which is “The Red carpet of the Rose”. This space is a small
playground known in Swedish as Rosens réda matta. Despite the idea and the initial
engagement with the area, I have had the chance to have multiple observations in the area
because of multiple trips that I took during the few years that I have lived in the area and I
never actually found anyone playing in that set space. It felt abandoned and not really
frequented except for those passing by. It didn’t stand out at all to me as a playground but

looked more like an installation to improve the area’s aesthetic.

In a more culturally critical aspect, this playground that was thought as an empowering move
for teenage girls, is not the safest place for kids to play, because of the close vicinity of the
streets around the space. This can represent a good investment for a better environment but it
really makes the observers question: who was this place really built for? Is it an effective

meeting spot?

The encouragement to use the space differently should have taken in consideration a lot of
other cultural aspects. Perhaps, coming from a different cultural and social background would
refrain them from using the space due to cultural rooted beliefs and considerations. To the
extent of my observations, this space is not entitled to be defined as a “functional” cultural
hotspot due to the inactivity in this location and therefore does not fully represent the

communities needs.

My personal experience at Vianskapshuset was a good way to see the institutional side’s
interventions in the area. As previously mentioned, I participated in one of their meetings
about the Eid festival that was going to take place in the following month. That gave me a

perspective on bureaucracy and local engagement from multiple sides of Malmo city. It was
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also a good way to network and this made it possible to interview some institutional
representatives. The space there felt as something simple, modest and unadorned, where
people can meet and spend quality time together in the association. This simplicity holds the

welcoming feeling that you get from Vianskapshuset and who goes there in their spare time.

The church Maria i Rosengérd kyrka located in the green space on the edge of Rosengérd, is
known as one of the two Catholic churches in town. Due to its location it doesn’t stand out
because it is in between buildings and on a secondary street, therefore people would have to
be aware of the location of the church. Regarding the masses in Polish and Ukrainian this
allows different communities to come together in that space. However I haven’t seen so much
affluence around this space as it seemed closed during other times of the day or specifically

speaking difficult to get into as my first time being there.

What is more, Ortagirdstorget resonates with a mini-market style that is unique in its own
kind. These small shops, which are called in Swedish as “Bokaler”, are a combination of
local shops and living solutions. This to me resembled what in Napoli would be defined as
“a’ puteca” or “putechella”, a small shop where you could buy the essentials. In the older
days these small shops would have been in the proximity of the owners apartments, exactly as
it was a few years ago in Ortagirdstorget. With the aim of creating a meeting spot in the
center of multiple building complexes, the small shops are the background of the location as
well as the main attraction to some kids. I have personally walked and cycled on the bike lane
that is right in front of these places and during warmer days I noticed kids playing and eating

ice cream with their friends.

Moreover, the football courts present in the area are always at use. No matter the weather |
have noticed kids playing football or training in many of the fields that were previously
highlighted with blue pins in the map on page 15. It is often possible to observe many kids

playing and also cheering for their companions playing a match.

A noticeable pattern that manifested throughout this research and the observation of such a
variety of places, is the gender aspect of these cultural hotspots. As I brought in the example
of Rosens Roda Matta, a space thought for girls but not used; I have noticed how this concept
can be applied in a lot of other locations. Women are not completely involved in any of the
other spaces except Rosengdrd Centrum, as the aforementioned library within the shopping

center and the small playgrounds, the usual pattern of those accompanying their kids are
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moms and not their dads. The evidence indicates that this aspect shows the traditional gender
associations related to family. As previously stated, the majority of women were found in
grocery stores and playgrounds while men were found at restaurants, cafes and in different
locations, reinforcing traditional views of women’s roles as mothers with the purpose of

taking care of the household and their children.

Rosengard centrum embodies a combination of multiple factors and therefore brings the most
families in, having a shared common space where everyone can have leisure time. Therefore
this space would be considered differently from another mall and shopping center following

the association of an actual city center within the area.
4.2 General findings

Regarding criminality and the events that have been surfacing in the media, it is worth
mentioning the citizens pledge of “Rosengérd south of Amiralsgatan”. This pledge with the
Police district aims from their side to remove the labelling of “vulnerable area” from this
section of Rosengard, while from the citizens there is an aspiration of crime prevention. By
the use of questionnaire surveys all parts of Rosengédrd’s community collaborate with the
Police to give answers about crime in the area, in order to prevent and improve the area. As
stated by the Police website: “Current problem situation: Based on dialogue/surveys, safety

measurements and crime statistics
o Litter;
o Youth gatherings;
o Drug sales/use;
o Violent crime in a close relationship;
o Low proportion of residents who report crimes or come forward to testify;
o Serious criminals and their impact on the local community;
o Frauds;
o Vandalism/arson attacks on cars;

o Crimes against welfare - benefit crimes;
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o Traffic” - (Polisen, 2026. [Translation by author]).

With this survey, citizen’s needs and perspectives take an active role into the area
considerations, some of these may not be presented to the authorities and keep repeating
them. Therefore with this pledge the authorities are committing to increase patrols,
surveillances and drug operations. Moreover, the collaborations with other organisations and
aspects of everyday life are included in the police resolutions, as “provide schools with
information and educational materials” (Ibidem). But also “Occasionally attend Friday

prayers at various mosques as part of our trust building and contact-building work™ (Ibidem).

With this in mind, in some instances the interviews touched on the criminality aspects that the
area has represented in the years and how it has been discussed and seen by people. It wasn’t
the main focus of the interviews but it has been described in a more indirect way, based on

the individuals' levels as they were affected by it.
4.3 Interview findings

Moving onto the presentation of some other qualitative findings of this research, here are
highlighted the main topics of discussion during interviews and what sparked interest and

reflections during this study that were used to draw conclusions for the research questions.

In the first interview with the Chief Librarian of Rosengérd’s library, one of the most valuable
insights was about her career. Meanwhile she started to work for Rosengard’s library, she was
in charge of Husiebiblioteket as well. This is the library located in the neighbouring zone
called Husie, confining Rosengard. Being in charge of both these libraries made her able to
compare the two libraries and say that it was easier to engage with people in Rosengard rather
than Husie . Furthermore a very good observation came out, while talking about community
building and how much the library intervenes in that, she mentioned the obstacle that
Rosengard is facing: the inhabitants turnover. She said that people tend to move more often to
other areas of the city, so the community and the initiatives have to start again after a while
and familiarise with new people. Even though the Chief said that the engagement with the
space always results positively, the turnover of people creates a loop of a short-term
engagement, according to her experience. Here as it was shown in the introduction with the
SVT Nyheter article, The Chief Librarian confirmed this experience even with cultural
institutions, as it was expressed during the interview, new people coming into the area, the

engagement that has been built for some time, will have to start again. With this interview I
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also found out that the library was the second most visited in the city in many different ways.
The Chief mentioned different age groups, families with their kids, elderly people and a lot of
teenagers coming to study, who have been adapting and shifting the space to accommodate
their needs. To her the feedback has been enthusiastic and always growing, some of the
initiatives also started from people and the excellent ideas that they had. As mentioned by the
Chief “here there are a lot of people that want to make a difference”. This quote that was
reported by the interviewee, was what inspired me to start this research, as this point of view
sparked curiosity in me. I wondered about these ordinary locations and the example that the

manager of Rosengard’s library gifted to me during our conversation was one of a kind.

During the course of my cultural hotspot observations, I couldn’t help notice how some
families used the library as a meeting point. On the second floor, there is a quiet room and a
coffee space and a smaller area where kids can play and enjoy their time alongside the adults

accompanying them.

In the second interview, we touched more in depth youth’s experiences in the area. I have
interviewed the Head of Sustainability of FC Rosengard 1917. She started to work in this
football club with a project in collaboration with Malmoé University. As stated on the official
website, one of the association's most important fundamentals is:* FC Rosengédrd 1917’s
vision is to create an equal Malmo that includes all areas and people. Where all children and
families dare to believe in their dreams and have goals for the future” (FC Rosengard 1917,
2026. [Translation by author]). In other words, The head of sustainability described what as
an investment happening between two parties: the contribution between families and the

association showing interest in the kid’s aspirations and aims.

As the interview kept going, the role of community and the relationship between coaches and
their pupils emerged. She informed me that some of the coaches come from Rosengérd or
have a different background. To my understanding this was a form of bonding between pupils
and coaches, as the impression was familiar and friendly. In some particular cases, their
common point was a vulnerable background that helped create a sort of role model idea.
Another example and initiative conferred to pupils was “Coach for life” a female leadership
education programme, for young women between 15 and 25 years old aiming to acquire
leadership skills. Here they have a chance to expand their network and get to know people
from different companies, as an example last time there were representatives from lkea and

Boozt. With this programme the aim is to individualise everyone’s strength and perspective
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which are valued and transformed in a positive outcome for their future with a projection of
career aspiration and orientation. To take in consideration in FC Rosengard is also the gender
aspect, contrary to the stereotypical expectations of those following the football path, there
are many women participating in this football club. As stated on their website “ Our goal is
that men and women should have equal opportunities in their sports as well as in society. We
actively work to ensure that everyone is included, regardless of who you are, where you come

from or who you love” (FC Rosengard, n.d. [Translation by author]).

In addition to this, in FC Rosengéard 1917 the importance of respect is shown even in smaller
things, the group bonds and relates with respect between individuals. One small example that
was given through the interview was that coaches greet everyone with a high-five and their
name, creating a friendly relationship but also embracing the valuable position that all the
participants have. I asked her opinion on the topic and area, if Rosengard’s reputation has
affected the football club or the participants in any way that she could recall. She described
the opinion from the pupils living there as strong and always felt like Rosengard has been a
sign of pride in their background. To her extent she stated that the area felt safe but she got
more comments and reactions from people when saying where she worked. About the
association, it has come to her that at some matches there were some racist comments coming

from parents watching but nothing more than that.

In one of the more informal interviews, the topic of immigration process surfaced. The lady
told me that she was a housewife and moved to Sweden due to her husband’s work
possibilities. She told me how the beginning felt difficult for her because all her relatives
couldn’t move with them due to financial reasons but after some time she created some
networks thanks to her children and other moms in the same situation as her. Since our
conversation sparked because of a help request to translate something in Swedish for her, this
topic of discussion was touched on a deeper level. The lady mentioned how her Swedish
proficiency was narrowing down her possibilities with work and networking. Naturally, I
asked if she participated in the language cafes’ or followed some Swedish language courses
and she explained that it was almost impossible for her to go due to family and having brief
“leisure time”. Her work and house duties took over her whole day and barely managed to go
to one of these places. Therefore income and responsibilities were bigger than her
possibilities of integrating fully into Swedish society. She explained to me that the places she

would go the most are Rosengérd centrum, playgrounds for her kids and accompanying her
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kids to Tegelhuset fritidsgard, which allowed her to have some time on her own to run

errands around the area.

Moreover, in another interview that I conducted, the man I interviewed expressed how much
he liked Rosengérd and how he thinks it’s a very nice area to live in. This interview sparked
from this man’s interest in this research thesis and the topic that was picked. He asked me
how I was going to develop the topic and in which way I was interested in the cultural
locations in Rosengérd. He told me that he has been living there for a year and told me how
much his family likes it as well because of how easy and close everything is from the area.
We overall touched and agreed on the same concepts as other interviews but one of the most
important was the criminality topic with him. He said how these unfortunate events could
happen anywhere. For his own experience, he compared Rosengérd to be as safe as where he
was previously living: Denmark and Portugal. He told me that he hasn’t heard anything major
happening in Rosengérd and he thinks it is completely safe. He mentioned how usually it is
kids who fight the most, to his recall the kids in the area would fight based on who’s playing
in a certain field or who would be the first one to start the match, therefore, to his knowledge,
these were the only things that were happening in his close vicinity. In addition to that, he
told me that in his building surroundings there were a lot of people coming from the same
country as him. He told me that he felt that the area is a ‘village’ where everyone knows each
other and they started this new habit of calling neighbours to meet, to converse and have
walks together. This to him represented the community feeling, since he described harder to
socialise with other people outside of his regular routines: work, studies and cultural
activities. To this extent we can apply Social capital by Bourdieu and Putnam. As it was
shown during this interview, the community that he refers to, having the same background,
appears to the interviewee as a village, a small community within the same location that

welcomes new people arriving there as part of a big family.

Two of the women that I have interviewed, described their arrival in Rosengard and how it
felt to live in the area in the last ten years. They felt like they didn’t belong to the zone
because of the migration wave and the doubling of asylum seeking requests that occurred in

those years.

One of the interviewees told me how the place didn't feel like home and stayed within the
area for a year due to her financial resources. She had moved to Malmé to find potential

opportunities for her family’s future and already had some connections in the city. She
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expressed her initial discomfort by living in the area with a brief example, she would ask her
husband to do groceries in Rosengérd centrum because she would feel as “not fitting in”. She
also said that in the new area she is currently living in, her children would be closer to more
opportunities such as school and associations, feeling more safe and let them independently
reach those places. Even though she suggested to me to find a different accommodation, she
said that nothing of a criminal nature has happened to her or her family and never felt

threatened to live there.

The second that I met at the small playground inside Rosengard centrum, expressed a
completely different perspective of the area. She loves living there and would say that it felt
like home. She described to me how easy it is for her family to meet relatives and thought
that it was the perfect spot between the chaotic city center and a more relaxed area where she
could bring her kids to playgrounds and parks in her free time. Due to her work and her
husband she revealed to me that they counted a lot on their relatives' help in the area and

mostly people they knew close to them.

Later on, another interview sparked due to some language barriers with a lady on the bus. She
asked for my help in order to fix a smaller inconvenience over the phone. She proceeded to
ask my background and what brought me to Sweden and what I personally think of the area.
As I started to tell and explain my point of view, she told me that she had previously moved
with her family because of her husband's job opportunity. She declared she was happy about
her family and that the kids had so many more opportunities compared to her country.
However, she told me that she personally still felt like she had moved quite recently, even
after some years and language was still a struggle for her. She told me how her kids most of
the time help her sort out different paperwork and that her husband is usually busy with work,

therefore she told me how much she has appreciated my help due to the urgent circumstances.

The other man that I had the chance to interview, has visited the area on a few occasions that
never revolved around the cultural hotspots that I have highlighted. However, his reason to
come to the area was Rekas, the small burger place in the local gas station, on Thomsons vig,
being the only one in Malmo. He shared with me in this interview that one of these times
when he wanted to go to Rekas, he felt like “the atmosphere was too heavy”. To what he
recalled by coming in the area at dinner time, it felt that it was particularly quiet and thought
that something was about to happen in the immediate instances. Naturally, he referred to the

area surrounding this specific gas station. To my multiple observations of the surroundings
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there are not so many people when it gets dark, however the people that stop at Rekas are
usually not from the area, but it appears to be a place highly frequented by people who pass

by the location and are directed to take the motorway in the vicinity.

Another woman that I had the chance to briefly interview told me she was born and raised in
Malmé and had during the years the opportunity to go to the area. The overall conversation
mostly rotated around the parks and the greenery that are present in Rosengérd. For her, the
district has a lot of green spaces and has some potential nice atmosphere that should be more
curated, in order to attract more people from outside to enjoy it. She told me that she usually
doesn’t have an actual reason to go to Rosengéard except for friends living in the area and
therefore visit them. In other words, to her the space feels very nice compared to other
European cities that she had the chance to visit but to her opinion nobody ever dares to go to
Rosengérd or has a specific reason to reach the place, using her experiences as an example

she told me that other than visiting some friends she never truly goes there.

The last interview that I have conducted was with a woman who was also born and raised
close to Malmo. 1 have asked her opinion and what she has heard about the area and she
explained that she lives in a district that is very close to Rosengard but the one she was
referring to has improved with time and is really popular at the moment. Many people had the
stereotypes of Persborg and Sorgenfri to be as dangerous as Rosengard but more recently
people started to appreciate it. With the investments that were made, these have now become
a residential area. She told me that during her childhood there were a lot of things happening
in the area but nowadays the stigma got stuck to the name of Rosengard, she furtherly
explained how other areas of the city have undergone the same type of stigma that Rosengard
has. She has described to me how many of those areas just happened to have this label but
were never truly “bad”. As we continued the interview, she told me that she usually doesn’t
have reasons to go to Rosengérd because there isn’t much to do and she usually goes to the
city center for any need, since shops are more furnished and people tend to meet in the city
center more often. Therefore, she doesn’t have an actual reason to go to the area unless

visiting friends and spending time there.

Another aspect that came out during this interview was home acquisition and the housing
market, divided by zones of Malmd. She told me that when she considered different areas on
where to buy her apartment, the difference in price between neighbouring areas and

Rosengard was impressive. As she told me: “There is a word-of-mouth between people in
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town about buying houses in certain areas, they would avoid buying apartments in Rosengérd
because it is difficult to resell and you would get stuck with it for generations. So people tend
to buy it in other areas around it, if you check an apartment on Hemnet you would definitely

see the difference between houses in different districts™.
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Conclusion

The case study of Rosengérd and its cultural engagement can represent a different way to
analyse suburban areas. This essay has placed the main focus on the research questions
concerning cultural engagement and the locations that were identified as cultural hotspots,
also reflecting on the broader sense regarding stereotypes and the reputation that has been

built around this zone.

By analysing the social context of Sweden, the late events and the redirection of laws and
migration policies, with the general political coalition ruling the government that Sweden has
to face. Over the last few years Sweden has changed and experienced significant shifts
regarding migration, housing and citizenship requests. The restriction in migration policies
and consequently the shifting in Swedish society contributes to the feeling of uncertainty,
exclusion and marginalisation of individuals. To that extent, the present deportations by the
Swedish migration board, that was mentioned earlier through the analysis in the introduction
section of this thesis. It becomes easier to comprehend how the stereotypes and the labels on

individuals and Rosengard started and are currently fuelled thus far.

The literature that was used to sustain the research process, Goffman’s stigma and
Wacquant’s territorial stigma with the combination of the Islamophobia report’s analysis,
assessed the conditions of this area and categories at the base of the multiple layers of
discrimination. It should be noted that the media language and the ideas of people living
outside of the area created a substrata of stereotypes, that are repeatedly evoked in
unfortunate events, for Malmo city and the area, reinforcing more the stigma. By Goftman’s
take on the reputation of the individual, it is possible to declare that every unfortunate event
happening in the area is reinforcing an already set of ideas that has been circulating for a

decade.

With the strong connection with the stigma, the analysis of Edward Said’s theory was
applicable to this topic and Rosengérd because of how the East is still perceived and shaped
by the West. In this case the West is symbolised by Malmé and residents from other districts
that shaped the perception of the area with the word-of-mouth that has been happening for
some time. This transformed a multicultural urban district into the “Other” that Said refers to.
The concept of us and them theorised by Said, is reinforced in Rosengard in comparison to

the rest of the city, “containing” a community in the suburban area of the city.
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Following Bourdieu’s and Putnam’s concepts of Cultural and Social capital, I was able to
draw the conclusion on the community of the inhabitants there, helping to identify the
interaction between individuals and spaces. These segments of theory sustained the most
frequent declaration by the interviewees, as one of the interviewees described Rosengérd as a
“village” and two of the women told how they could rely on their connection in the city and
area, the social capital is one of the main aspects in the daily life. Moreover, the Social
Capital that is born with associations like Vianskapshuset and Tegelhuset is the perfect
representation of Bourdieu’s theory, where these social connections can be institutionalised

with associations and activities arranged for youth’s leisure time.

By the qualitative research that [ have conducted I was able to grasp some collective opinions
on the area that as it showed were split into two distinct sectors. It can be stated that the
majority of interviewees never felt that they were in danger and felt very familiar with the
space. On the contrary, it is important to take notice of how much the area changed from the
past. With the news reported since the mid-2000s about criminality and robberies in the area,
the pledge between citizens and the local police, seems to show that currently citizens living
in Rosengard want a better environment in the surroundings for them and their families and

the future generations that will live in this district.

The cultural hotspots that were identified during this research are what builds the
representation of Rosengard’s spirit and habits aside from the criminality stigma. These
simple and modest meeting spots are a possibility for the inhabitants to express themselves,
their creativity and the improvements that are hoped for the place. As for the associations that
were possible to be taken in this analysis, these are seen as a possibility to get a better future,
invest into youth and guarantee various prospects for the future, both for the areas and
citizens. The ordinary locations that surfaced during this analysis may seem as merely
background space, while in Rosengard these spaces become part of an identity and a cultural
heritage to some individuals. Culture in Rosengérd is expressed through community centers,
mosques, street art and the social aspect of gatherings in these hotspots that were identified.
The space that is mostly represented through stereotypes, contains internally more resources

and experiences than expected.
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To conclude this research after the interviews and analysis that were made, I would say that
yes, the cultural engagement can surpass the labels and stereotypes in the area and the
examples that were given by the associations can prove that. As it was explained in the
second interview with the head of sustainability of FC Rosengard 1917, belonging to
Rosengard, in this case associated with football clubs is a sign of pride. People are happy to
say that they are a part of Rosengard’s community. Therefore, being a Rosengard’s inhabitant

carries a sense of recognition and identity.

However, it is relevant to add, to my perspective, that the cultural engagement in the area
could be definitely further investigated as this topic encompasses different aspects of
analysis. I am sure to affirm that the investments that are present in the area and shown
through some of the associations, are just a small start of the process. For this reason a bigger
quantity of investments and attention to the area would increase the cultural activities and

locations designed for cultural experiences that are present in the area and have a different

feedback coming from this area.

Most importantly in future research it is important to take into consideration the necessities of
the community and collaborate with them for understanding and a good outcome of further
investments of cultural hotspots. This would bring insights into the problem of segregation
and the so defined “no-go zones”. As previously stated it has been affecting not only
Rosengard but many other areas, in Malmo and Sweden. Therefore a possibility of future
research could spark. In general this take on Rosengdrd could possibly influence city
governments to take an active stance in the development of future locations in these areas,
considering the close collaboration of the residential community in order to create a

functional location that will be used and taken as an example for more cultural initiatives.
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