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Eight researchers from diverse disciplines and five countries wrote their
experiences as stories and analyzed them after they participated in the course
HEDS — Higher Education Didactics Sustainability organized by Karlstad

Univer Sity, SWCdGIl - Spl’ 1ng 2025 STEM = Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics
SHAPE = Social Sciences, Humanities and the Arts for People and the Economy
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d. Did you have any concerns, if so, what were they? /
3. What were your starting values? )

4. Affordances and tensions /

. . . o . . \
a. What was most beneficial to you in participating in the course? |
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a. What knowledge did you already have about sustainability as

S c. What were your expectations?
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outcomes a subject area or as an educational practice?
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Orocess a. What did you apply regarding sustainability in your classroom:
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How to enhance
teaching on HEDS?

|
\ b. What were the main challenges? <
- Did you experience any tensions subject wise or in the group
| process, describe them. )

5. In what ways are you going to implement new ways of teachlng}

Effects of multi-disciplinary approach? |

> sustainability in your education? |
|

Affordances and tensions as ways of learning together? 6. What more knowledge do you need in terms of competence, didactic

skills or tools>
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Learning together — STEM and SHAPE — auto- ethnographlc research

Participants from STEM-oriented traditions often engaged with sustainability through
problem-solving logics, technical feasibility, and a desire for clarity in learning outcomes.
By contrast, participants from SHAPE-related disciplines tended to approach
sustainability as an inherently value-laden and contested field, emphasizing critical
reflection, ethical considerations, and societal transtformation. For these participants, the
course material largely resonated with existing pedagogical practices and theoretical
traditions, which was reflected in their enthusiasm and active participation in discussions.
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Tensions

Ditferences between disciplines were
manifested as tangible zensions,

affordances that enhance more % particularly at the beginning of the

effective professional learning course. Over time, however, these

and shape what sustainability tensions became increasingly

education can achieve in productive. Gradually, communication

practice. | | improved, and the different disciplin
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“cultures” moved closer together.
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