kritisk etnografi — Swedish Journal of Anthropology
2025, VOL. 8, NO. 1
https://urn.kb.se/resolve?urn=urn:nbn:se:uu:diva-572773

Introductory Note by the Editors-in-Chief
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This issue of kritisk etnografi — Swedish Journal of Anthropology, themed Exploring
Methodologies, is a collection of four peer reviewed articles. In various ways, the articles
develop and reflect upon a range of methodological innovations. Included are articles on
comparative work drawing on different field sites, drawing and writing in dialogue between
researchers, listening to images during fieldwork, and integrating apps in local nature
communities. The Perspectives section includes two contributions. The first is a substantial
reflection upon fieldwork and the second a report on the Film Festival held on World
Anthropology Day organized in Gothenburg in February 2025.

Exploring Methodologies

The first article is co-written by Katrine Bendtsen Gotfredsen, Nina Gren and Maria
Padrén Herndndez, with the title Occupied intimacies: Borderisation in Palestine, Georgia
and Western Sahara. It suggests a comparative analysis of three different cases of military
occupation. However, it goes beyond looking at direct military violence to ask questions
about how power is exercised in controlling intimate social relationships. The concept of
“borderisation” is used as the main analytical tool to understand how people are held apart,
or in place. The article continues a long-standing tradition of comparative ethnography
while exploring its relevance in some of today’s most violent conflicts. It moves between
a classical comparative anthropological approach, combining it with the strength of case
studies, and a joint analytical framework. The article points to the strength in anthropology
of moving away from the classical “one man” endeavor towards teamwork.

In the article written by Hanna Charlotta Wernersson and Simone de Boer, Drawing
together: Sketching a multimodal collaborative ethnography, the strength of teamwork and
analytical collaboration is explored in this contribution as well, yet in a very different way.
By sending drawings back and forth between each other, termed “co-drawing,” and although
dealing with rather different fieldworks, they created a common ground for analysis. The
drawings (and comments on them) became a venue for thinking, reflecting and analysing
their respective material. So, rather than being part of the production of material, drawing
became part of analysing it.

Maria Frederika Malmstrom, in her text Listening to images in Egypt: President, father,
husband, and military man, explores new ways of listening and using sensory methods in
ethnographic fieldwork. Working with posters and images Malmstrom explores dimensions
that are beyond the visual horizon. In this way, the strong focus on visual impressions in
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anthropology is tempered with and related to other sensibilities, often underrated or muted
in classical fieldwork.

In Christian Ritter’s article, Mediating nature: Expertise and species data in the climate
crisis, the reader is introduced to local nature communities in Singapore. Ritter focuses his
investigation on how apps are used in collecting and circulating data about species living
in the urban landscape, and, by extension, how they can contribute to urban greening. In
that way, Ritter’s article combines Science and Technology Studies perspectives with classical

ethnographic fieldwork and interviews.

Perspectives

The section entitled Perspectives is introduced by Bengt G. Karlsson’s travel elegy. Entitled
The plantation running wild: Chasing tea in Papua New Guinea, Karlsson travels through
Papua New Guinea in an unlikely search for the tea plant. Through his travel narratives,
and stories, it becomes clear how material diffusion intertwines colonial and contemporary
history in unexpected ways. He ends up pondering on fieldwork premised on the multi-sited
and following-the-thing in relation to long-time fieldwork conducted in one place, and
what they can offer in terms of epistemological gains but also challenges.

Finally, as an appropriate completion of an issue focusing on methodology, Signe
Askersjd, has written a report, Visions of the field: A report from World Anthropology Day
2025, including an extensive interview with one of the directors at the anthropological film
festival in Gothenburg. This festival was arranged to celebrate the annual Anthropology Day
and included five films, produced and directed by anthropologists. The festival explored not
only visual mediums for presenting anthropological material, but also how anthropology
can reach audiences outside of academia.

The articles included in this issue seek to go beyond, but also develop conventional
and well-proven methods and methodological approaches in Anthropology. We are proud
to present an issue that can inspire reflections and discussion on methodology and hope that
the texts will come into use in teaching, as well as for seminars.

Issues of kritisk etnografi since 2018

Since the journal was launched in August 2018 with the inaugural issue that dealt with The
Public Presence of Anthropology (Vol 1, No 1, 2018) developed around Didier Fassin’s
Vega Symposium in 2016, we have worked hard to consolidate the journal’s publication
and dissemination. The second issue, which was a double issue, was themed Comparative
Municipal Ethnographies (Vol 2, No 1-2, 2019), edited by Sten Hagberg, and focused on
the anthropology of local politics across the world. The first issue of 2020 inquired into
The Anthropology of Wellbeing in Troubled Times (Vol 3, No 1, 2020), and was developed
around Paul Stoller’s Vega Symposium in 2013. The second issue of 2020 focused on
ethnographic practices in applied contexts, Putting Swedish Anthropology to Work (Vol 3,
No 2, 2020), edited by Lisa Akesson and Maris Boyd Gillette. Two issues were published
in 2021. The first one was a Varia issue, and the second explored The Social Life of Water
with Karsten Paerregaard and Paula Uimonen as guest editors. In 2022, kritisk etnografi
was published as a double issue addressing the question, Is Europe skilling for sustainable
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food? developed by guest editors Maris Boyd Gillette and Cristina Grasseni. The first issue
of 2023 was themed The Future of Diversity, focused on Thomas Hylland Eriksen’s Vega
Symposium in 2022. The second issue in 2023 was also a thematic issue on The Fear Among
Us, under the leadership of guest editors Anna Gustafsson and Eva-Maria Hardtmann, both
anthropologists from Stockholm University. The first issue of 2024 focused on Infrastructure
and environments in late industrialism with guest editors Chakad Ojani, Susann B. Ullberg,
and Asta Vonderau. The second was a Varia including a number of original research articles.

*

As Editors-in-Chief of kritisk etnografi — Swedish Journal of Anthropology we welcome
proposals for thematic issues, individual papers, and shorter pieces from colleagues at Swedish
universities and beyond. To recall, kritisk etnografi is a scientific, peer-reviewed, truly open
access journal, free of any charges, published by the Swedish Society for Anthropology and
Geography (SSAG).

Spread the word! Aux plumes! Fatta pennan!






