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There is a lack of consensus among researchers on the 
definition of giftedness. A high IQ is commonly part of 
the definitions, but several other criteria can be found 
in the literature as well (cf. Sims, 2021).

Twice 
exceptionality lies 
in the intersection 

between giftedness 
and disability

Giftedness

Disability can be defined as impairment of physical, 
mental or intellectual functioning. Functional
impairment occurs as a result of a congenital or 
acquired injury. Such injuries, conditions or illnesses
may be permanent or temporary (Swedish National 
Board of Health and Welfare).

Disability

We conducted a case study 
with individual interviews 
with a 2e student (aged 13) 
and her two guardians. 

The student had an IQ above 120 and
a neurodevelopmental disorder (ADHD).

Repeated in-depth semi structured individual 
interviews were conducted, and data were triangulated.

Data were inductively coded using thematic analysis. 

The project received approval in ethical vetting from the 
Swedish Ethical Review Authority (Dnr: 2022-01444-01).

Methods

The school had too low 
expectations of the child, and 
therefore did not sufficiently 

challenge her, due to failing to 
acknowledge her giftedness.

Preliminary Results

“[In preschool I was in] quarrels every day.  […] I was 
under-stimulated … so, already when I was a small child, I 
sat talking to the preschool teachers instead of playing with 
other kids, so I wasn’t very normal.”

“[The teacher] thought that I had lack of knowledge, but 
she just didn’t understand my abilities.” 
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Twice exceptionality is 
“being gifted (highly 

able) and having  
challenges with 

learning or physical 
disabilities” 

(Klingner, 2021)

Twice exceptionality is 
a “blend of gifted and 

special education 
characteristics that 
require a flexible 

educational approach” 
(Hulsey et al., 2023)


