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This thesis approaches eighteenth-century utopian thinking from a new methodological angle, namely by utilising 
the Reception Reader, an open-access text reuse detection tool, to study a sub-corpus of 39 utopian works available 
in ECCO (Eighteenth Century Collections Online), the largest collection of digitised eighteenth-century texts 
printed in the British and Irish Isles. As the first study of text reuse in utopian thinking, this thesis shows that text 
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with existing theories of text reuse in historical materials, this thesis proposes a theoretical framework that is 
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1 Introduction: Utopian Thinking, Text Reuse 
and Early Modern Print Culture 

In general, the application of computational methods in utopian studies remains a 

rarity. One of the only studies to do so is Michael Götzelmann’s diachronic analysis 

of temporal comparisons in 25 utopias from 1500 to the present day.1 Götzelmann 

identified temporal comparisons in utopian texts by tagging temporal markers 

manually and with a semantic tagger.2 However, his utopian corpus only includes a 

single eighteenth-century work: an English translation of Louis-Sébastien 

Mercier’s L’An 2440 (1771).3 The dominant approach amongst eighteenth-century 

utopian scholars instead continues to be the close reading of individual texts, most 

often the works of well-known authors such as Mercier, Daniel Defoe, and Jonathan 

Swift.4 The focus on these canonical texts tends to be justified with references to 

their perceived literary and intellectual originality. As Lyman Tower Sargent puts 

it, ‘while less-known texts may actually be more typical of their period, it is the 

best-known works that drive the literature on.’5 Although scholars are increasingly 

directing their attention to previously understudied works, such as Deirdre Ní 

Chuanacháin’s study of eighteenth-century Irish utopian writers, as well as critical 

examinations of gender and colonialism in utopian thinking, these revisions 

continue to operate at the level of individual texts.6 Scholars concentrate first and 

foremost on the ideas contained in the texts themselves and place little emphasis on 

how eighteenth-century utopian thinking at large was shaped by and participated in 

ongoing socio-cultural and political transformations. The relationship between 

 
1 Michael Götzelmann, ‘Stitching Time and Space: The Functions of Temporal Comparisons in Utopias and 

Beyond’, Time & Society, 30.4 (2021), 581–97.  
2 Michael Götzelmann and others, ‘The Historical Semantics of Temporal Comparisons Through the Lens of 

Digital Humanities: Promises and Pitfalls’, in Digital Methods in the Humanities, ed. by Silke Schwandt, 

Challenges, Ideas, Perspectives (Bielefeld University Press, 2021), pp. 269–308 (pp. 292–303) 

<https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctv2f9xskk.12>. 
3 Michael Götzelmann, ‘Utopias of the 15th Century to Present (Dataset)’ (Bielefeld University, 2020) 

<https://doi.org/10.4119/UNIBI/2946744>. 
4 e.g. Christine Rees, Utopian Imagination and Eighteenth-Century Fiction (London; New York: Longman, 

1996); Zeina Hakim, ‘L’Europe comme utopie: acardie et uchronie dans “Paul er Virginie” et “L’An 2440”’, 

in L’idée d’Europe au XVIIIe siècle: actes du Séminaire international des jeunes dix-huitiémistes, Gênes, 24-

29 octobre 2005, ed. by Lara Piccardo, Études internationales sur le dix-huitième siècle, 11 (Paris: H. 

Champion, 2009), pp. 27–37; Les voyages de Gulliver : Mondes lointains ou mondes proches, ed. by François 

Boulaire and Daniel Carey (Caen: Presses universitaires de Caen, 2012) 

<http://books.openedition.org/puc/341> [accessed 11 April 2022]. 
5 Lyman Tower Sargent, Utopianism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), p. 

22. 
6 Deirdre Ní Chuanacháin, Utopianism in Eighteenth-Century Ireland (Cork: Cork University Press, 2016); 

Gender and Utopia in the Eighteenth Century: Essays in English and French Utopian Writing, ed. by Nicole 

Pohl and Brenda Tooley (Aldershot, England ; Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2007); Nicole Pohl, Women, Space 

and Utopia, 1600-1800, Women and Gender in the Early Modern World (Aldershot, England ; Burlington, VT: 

Ashgate, 2006); Paul Longley Arthur, ‘Fictions of Encounter: Eighteenth-Century Imaginary Voyages to the 

Antipodes’, The Eighteenth Century, 49.3 (2008), 197–210 <https://doi.org/10.1353/ecy.0.0014>. 
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eighteenth-century print culture and utopian thinking remains particularly 

understudied, perpetuating what Robert Darnton characterised as a ‘split between 

the studies of discourse and diffusion’ of texts.7  

In studying text reuse in eighteenth-century utopian works, this thesis connects 

utopian thinking to contemporary print culture, linking intellectual history 

scholarship to insights generated in the fields of book history and cultural history. 

This thesis proposes a new theoretical framework for the study of text reuse and 

utopian thinking, which focuses on three interconnected levels of analysis: the 

macro-, meso-, and micro-level. These levels of text reuse reflect the complex 

interplay between print culture, genre popularity, and the persuasive strategies 

employed by individual utopian authors. Through text reuse detection in ECCO 

(Eighteenth Century Collections Online), the largest collection of digitised 

eighteenth-century material printed in the British and Irish Isles, this thesis situates 

utopian thinking within the wider eighteenth-century intellectual culture in which 

borrowing, imitation and quoting a shared set of cultural references were considered 

important rhetorical and epistemic strategies.8 This thesis uses the Reception 

Reader, an open-access text reuse detection tool developed by the Helsinki 

Computational History (COMHIS) group, to study the attributed or unattributed 

verbatim recycling of sentences or larger text segments.9 Verbatim text reuse is 

easier to detect with computational methods than other forms of intertextuality, 

such as paraphrases or allusions.10 This thesis shows that verbatim text reuse 

detection enables the recognition of large-scale cultural patterns in, intellectual 

influence on, and the reception of eighteenth-century utopian works on an 

unprecedented scale.  

Text reuse formed an integral part of Early Modern print and writing culture. 

News gazettes reprinted whole paragraphs, whilst market-conscious book 

publishers claimed to have enlarged or amended a reprinted edition to boost sales.11 

 
7 Robert Darnton, ‘Discourse and Diffusion’, Contributions to the History of Concepts, 1.1 (2005), 21–28 (p. 

21). 
8 e.g. Sietske Fransen and Katherine M. Reinhart, ‘The Practice of Copying in Making Knowledge in Early 

Modern Europe: An Introduction’, Word & Image, 35.3 (2019), 211–22 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/02666286.2019.1628611>; Tom Jones and Eli Løfaldli, ‘Introduction: Appropriation 

Of and In the Eighteenth Century’, Forum for Modern Language Studies, 51.2 (2015), 91–99 

<https://doi.org/10.1093/fmls/cqv001>; Roger D. Lund, ‘The Ghosts of Epigram, False Wit, and the Augustan 

Mode’, Eighteenth-Century Life, 27.2 (2003), 67–95. 
9 David Rosson and others, ‘Reception Reader: Exploring Text Reuse in Early Modern British Publications’, 

Journal of Open Humanities Data, 9 (2023), 1–11 <https://doi.org/10.5334/johd.101>. online under: 

https://receptionreader.com/ 
10 Enrique Manjavacas, Brian Long, and Mike Kestemont, ‘On the Feasibility of Automated Detection of 

Allusive Text Reuse’, in Proceedings of the 3rd Joint SIGHUM Workshop on Computational Linguistics for 

Cultural Heritage, Social Sciences, Humanities and Literature (presented at the LaTeCH 2019, Minneapolis, 

USA: Association for Computational Linguistics, 2019), pp. 104–14 <https://doi.org/10.18653/v1/W19-2514>. 
11 Will Slauter, ‘Le paragraphe mobile: Circulation et transformation des informations dans le monde atlantique 

du XVIIIe siècle’, Annales. Histoire, Sciences Sociales, 67.2 (2012), 363–89 

<https://doi.org/10.1017/S0395264900010143>; Jonathan R. Olson, ‘“Newly Amended and Much Enlarged”: 

Claims of Novelty and Enlargement on the Title Pages of Reprints in the Early Modern English Book Trade’, 

History of European Ideas, 42.5 (2016), 618–28 <https://doi.org/10.1080/01916599.2016.1152753>. 
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Throughout the eighteenth century, anthologies and miscellanies of prose and 

poetry remained among the most popular literary genres.12 Readers kept 

commonplace books, where they recorded and organised pertinent quotes under 

topic headings to facilitate their re-use in the right contexts.13 Perceptions of literary 

originality were intertwined with the ongoing Quarrel of the Ancients and Moderns, 

which questioned the status of the oft-quoted and imitated classical authors as 

literary authorities.14 Early Modern ideas of plagiarism differed starkly from how 

the concept is commonly understood in the twenty-first century in that Early 

Modern plagiarism concerned the printing and circulation of texts rather than the 

theft of ideas.15 This conception of plagiarism is reflected in emergent copyright 

laws, such as the 1710 Statute of Anne, which did not serve to protect the 

intellectual property rights of individual authors but were designed to curb 

unauthorised reprints of entire books.16 In order to appreciate why text reuse was 

present in eighteenth-century utopian works in the first place, all of these 

interconnected aspects of the contemporary print culture need to be taken into 

account. 

This thesis makes two contributions to the existing scholarship on eighteenth-

century utopian thinking. Firstly, on the methodological level, this study is the first 

to employ text reuse detection to study utopian thinking. Text reuse detection offers 

new perspectives on eighteenth-century utopian thinking that cannot be achieved 

solely by the traditional close reading of individual sources. Text reuse detection 

reveals previously unknown instances of reuse, allowing historians to link obscure 

and hitherto little-studied texts to broader cultural, intellectual, and socio-political 

phenomena. Secondly, by connecting utopian thinking to the widespread Early 

Modern practice of text reuse, this thesis suggests the need for a greater awareness 

of the interrelationship between utopian thinking and contemporary print culture: 

text reuse in eighteenth-century utopian works ought not to be understood as a sign 

of auctorial shortcomings but rather as evidence of deliberate involvement in a 

 
12 Barbara M. Benedict, ‘The Paradox of the Anthology: Collecting and Différence in Eighteenth-Century 

Britain’, New Literary History, 34.2 (2003), 231–56; Jennifer Batt, ‘Eighteenth-Century Verse Miscellanies’, 

Literature Compass, 9.6 (2012), 394–405 <https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-4113.2012.00893.x>. 
13 David Allan, Commonplace Books and Reading in Georgian England (New York: Cambridge University 

Press, 2010); Lucia Dacome, ‘Noting the Mind: Commonplace Books and the Pursuit of the Self in Eighteenth-

Century Britain’, Journal of the History of Ideas, 65.4 (2004), 603–25 <https://doi.org/10.1353/jhi.2005.0013>. 
14 Joseph M. Levine, ‘Ancients and Moderns Reconsidered’, Eighteenth-Century Studies, 15.1 (1981), 72–89 

<https://doi.org/10.2307/2738403>; Larry F. Norman, ‘La Querelle des Anciens et des Modernes, ou la 

métamorphose de la critique’, Littératures classiques, 86.1 (2015), 95–114 

<https://doi.org/10.3917/licla1.086.0095>. 
15 Max W. Thomas, ‘Eschewing Credit: Heywood, Shakespeare, and Plagiarism before Copyright’, New 

Literary History, 31.2 (2000), 277–93; Richard Terry, The Plagiarism Allegation in English Literature from 

Butler to Sterne (Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire ; New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010). 
16 Simon Stern, ‘Copyright, Originality, and the Public Domain in Eighteenth-Century England’, in Originality 

and Intellectual Property in the French and English Enlightenment, ed. by Reginald McGinnis (New York; 

London: Routledge, 2009), pp. 69–101; Stina Teilmann-Lock, The Object of Copyright: A Conceptual History 

of Originals and Copies in Literature, Art, and Design (Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon ; New York, NY: 

Routledge, 2016). 
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shared intellectual culture. Text reuse served as an important rhetorical strategy for 

utopian authors, e.g. to signal belonging to intellectual traditions, or to reinforce a 

work’s socio-political critique by deploying quotes familiar to contemporaries. A 

more nuanced understanding of how utopian thinking interacted with contemporary 

print culture is crucial for recognising why utopian thinking continued to be 

prevalent throughout the eighteenth century.  

The thesis is structured as follows: the following section critically engages with 

existing theories of text reuse, proposing a theoretical framework that is suited for 

the study of eighteenth-century books and which emphasises the interrelationship 

between text reuse and contemporary print culture. Section two also provides an 

overview of previous applications of text reuse detection in digital humanities 

projects. The third section discusses how the corpus of utopian works was 

assembled and outlines the limitations and ethical considerations related to this 

study. In sections four and five, the analysis of text reuse in eighteenth-century 

utopian thinking is presented in two parts to reflect the two directions of reuse: the 

first part locates text reuse patterns in eighteenth-century utopian thinking on the 

interconnected macro-, meso-, and micro levels: print culture, genre popularity and 

individual authors’ rhetorical efforts to persuade their contemporaries of the merits 

of their socio-political critiques. The second part, ‘Cromwell on the Moon’, zeroes 

in on Francis Gentleman’s 1764 lunar voyage A Trip to the Moon as an example of 

a utopia reused for political purposes contrary to its author’s original intention: 

whilst Gentleman depicts Cromwell as a demagogue, these snippets were later 

reused in a work lionising Cromwell as a defender of English liberties. This section 

shows how socio-political debates at the meso-level and the two authors’ 

interventions in these debates were linked through text reuse. The sixth and final 

section summarises the findings of this thesis and sketches future directions for 

analysing eighteenth-century utopian thinking with computational methods, most 

notably semantic similarity detection. 
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2 Theories and Practices of Text Reuse Detection 

2.1 Theories of Text Reuse 

 

Whilst much of the historiography on text reuse is concerned with improving ways 

of measuring text reuse and presenting the results of digital humanities projects that 

have employed text reuse detection, historians have engaged comparatively little in 

theorising the fundamental nature of text reuse. Three recent articles have broken 

the mould and have examined various epistemological and ontological aspects of 

text reuse in historical sources: Petri Paju and others in connection with networks 

of reprinting in modern Finnish newspapers, Torsten Hiltmann and others in the 

context of biblical reuse in eleventh-century crusade chronicles, and Peter Boot  

with regards to text reuse in the Dutch Renaissance emblem genre.17 This section 

first engages critically with the epistemological and ontological aspects discussed 

in these three articles before proposing a theoretical framework of text reuse that is 

suitable for the study of eighteenth-century books, emphasising the 

interrelationship between text reuse and print culture on three interconnected levels 

of analysis. 

The epistemology of text reuse, i.e. how the knowledge about text reuse is 

generated, tends to stress the mediating role of technology and how computational 

methods transform the historical research process. There is broad agreement that 

the knowledge generated through text reuse detection is shaped by technological 

factors and the digitisation process of historical material. For example, page breaks 

in digitised newspapers can lead to a single reuse cluster being misclassified as two 

separate clusters.18 The structure of the digitised material, the extent of OCR errors, 

as well as the choice of text reuse detection algorithm all determine the types of 

research questions that can be answered by studying text reuse. For instance, 

different algorithms and different techniques are suited for capturing different 

categories of text reuse. In this regard, Marco Büchler’s distinction between 

‘semantic’ and ‘syntactic’ text reuse is particularly apt. 19 Semantic text reuse refers 

 
17 Petri Paju, Heli Rantala, and Hannu Salmi, ‘Towards an Ontology and Epistemology of Text Reuse’, in 

Digitised Newspapers – A New Eldorado for Historians?, ed. by Estelle Bunout, Maud Ehrmann, and Frédéric 

Clavert (Berlin ; Boston: De Gruyter, 2022), pp. 253–74 <https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110729214-012>; 

Torsten Hiltmann and others, ‘Digital Methods in Practice: The Epistemological Implications of Applying Text 

Re-Use Analysis to the Bloody Accounts of the Conquest of Jerusalem (1099)’, Geschichte Und Gesellschaft, 

47.1 (2021), 122–56 <https://doi.org/10.13109/gege.2021.47.1.122>; Peter Boot, ‘Lost in Pools of Data: Text 

Reuse in the Emblem Genre and the Nature of Humanities Research Data’, in New Technologies and 

Renaissance Studies III, ed. by Matthew Evan Davis and Colin Wilder, New Technologies in Medieval and 

Renaissance Studies (New York, 2022), pp. 33–62. 
18 Paju, Rantala, and Salmi, ‘Towards an Ontology and Epistemology of Text Reuse’, pp. 266–68. 
19 Marco Büchler, ‘Informationstechnische Aspekte des Historical Text Re-use’ (unpublished PhD thesis, 

Universität Leipzig, 2013), p. 40. for a visual overview of text reuse categories, see G. Franzini, E. Franzini, 
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to paraphrases and allusions, whilst syntactic reuse concerns verbatim quotations. 

Since semantic text reuse diverges more strongly from the original source, it is more 

difficult to detect with computational methods than instances of syntactic text 

reuse.20 Both types of text reuse are suited to different research purposes and 

facilitate different types of historiographical interventions: Verbatim text reuse 

detection is able to capture closer intellectual influences but is less successful in 

recovering entire discourses, whereas semantic similarity detection can identify 

broader patterns computationally but bears a higher risk of picking up unintentional 

similarities that would not have been identified as reuse by contemporaries.  

Defining intentionality of reuse and the extent to which intentionality can be 

measured and verified with computational methods is an important consideration 

when tracking text reuse. This is partly a technical question, i.e. configuring a text 

reuse detection algorithm in a way that minimises the amount of suspected 

unintentional reuse, which is considered noise.21 However, definitions of 

intentionality and unintentionality are complex and fluid, as the intentions of 

historical actors are difficult to recover. Linguistic categories are sometimes used 

as a heuristic for intentionality, e.g. Marco Büchler’s classification of proverbs as 

intentional reuse and idioms as unintentional reuse.22 He argues that the spread of 

reuse is an important indicator for intentionality, as unintentional reuse cases tend 

to consist of linguistic combinations that have entered the common vocabulary, 

whereas intentional reuse cases are more specific and less widespread.23 

Nevertheless, when using text reuse detection tools, there is always a risk that 

historians are ultimately engaging in the creation of a distorted past, since 

computational tools are able to detect instances of text reuse that contemporaries 

might not have recognised as intentional references. On the other hand, allusions 

that would have been obvious to contemporaneous readers might not be detected 

by text reuse detection tools if the modifications are too extensive for the algorithm 

to connect the reused text snippet to the original source. As is the case with all 

computational methods, the researcher needs to reflect on the limitations of text 

reuse detection and the source material, document and explain decisions made 

during the research process, and recognise that the results generated by text reuse 

detection algorithms are not unbiased and objective but require careful 

interpretation and contextualisation. The results generated by text reuse detection 

tools and algorithms should therefore not be considered objective representations 

of the past, but instead subjected to the same level of scrutiny and source criticism 

as analogue primary sources. 

 

 
and M. Büchler, ‘Historical Text Reuse: What Is It?’, 2016 <https://www.etrap.eu/historical-text-re-use/> 

[accessed 17 May 2023]. 
20 Büchler, ‘Informationstechnische Aspekte des Historical Text Re-use’, p. 40. 
21 Hiltmann and others, ‘Digital Methods in Practice’, p. 16. 
22 Büchler, ‘Informationstechnische Aspekte des Historical Text Re-use’, p. 70. 
23 Büchler, ‘Informationstechnische Aspekte des Historical Text Re-use’. 
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Epistemological theories of text reuse are therefore also concerned with 

establishing how text reuse detection, by virtue of being a computational method, 

transforms the historical research process. According to Torsten Hiltmann and 

others, a historical study which employs text reuse detection differs fundamentally 

from traditional historical research, due to the former being a data-driven method.24 

They argue that, in contrast to the traditional research process, which relies on the 

researcher’s domain-specific knowledge and subjective assessment, computational 

methods enable the comparison of data based on systematic pre-selected criteria.25 

Since it is impossible to predict what kinds of text reuse are present in the material 

and how the limitations of the material affect the results generated by the algorithm, 

text reuse detection is an iterative research process that requires continual 

refinement based on the researcher’s critical interpretation of the results.26 Due to 

their different epistemic foundations, analogue and computational history require 

‘two completely different ways of thinking’, meaning that questions and focuses 

suited to one approach cannot easily be adapted for the other.27 However, the radical 

split between analogue and computational history research posited by Hiltmann and 

others does not seem to be reflected to the same extent in existing applications of 

text reuse detection, where the very combination of analogue and computational 

methods often leads to additional insights. Larger research projects that combine 

text reuse detection with traditional historical methods and other computational 

methods such as social network analysis have been particularly successful in 

leveraging the epistemic potential of text reuse detection. 

In conjunction with examinations of how the employment of text reuse 

detection shapes the historical research process, the novelty of the findings 

generated by reuse detection tools and algorithms are also placed under scrutiny. 

There are ongoing debates on whether text reuse detection can offer new 

perspectives on historical texts, or whether reuse detection algorithms simply 

confirm knowledge that was originally established through traditional methods. 

Hiltmann and others stated that their analysis of text reuse in in eleventh-century 

crusader chronicles was ‘able to recognize hitherto undiscovered Bible passages’.28 

However, there are also sceptical voices: Peter Boot, for example, noted that text 

reuse detection in the Dutch Renaissance emblem genre ‘discovered hardly any 

intellectual debts that were previously unknown’.29 Instead, he reported that the 

findings largely consisted of biblical quotes and references to classical authors such 

as Ovid.30 Not every instance of text reuse proves to be a sign of previously 

 
24 Hiltmann and others, ‘Digital Methods in Practice’, p. 124. 
25 Hiltmann and others, ‘Digital Methods in Practice’, pp. 133–34. 
26 Hiltmann and others, ‘Digital Methods in Practice’, p. 153. 
27 Hiltmann and others, ‘Digital Methods in Practice’, p. 153. 
28 Hiltmann and others, ‘Digital Methods in Practice’, p. 150. 
29 Boot, ‘Lost in Pools of Data’, p. 37. 
30 Boot, ‘Lost in Pools of Data’, pp. 35–39. 
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unknown intellectual influences and discourses; however, unsurprising findings are 

nevertheless important confirmations of trends and patterns that were identified by 

historians using traditional approaches and methods. The preoccupation with 

identifying novel intellectual influences misrecognises the epistemic potential of 

text reuse detection, particularly with regards to larger cultural patterns. In the case 

of Boot’s project, text reuse in the Dutch Renaissance reflects common Early 

Modern literary practices and helps to locate texts within the wider print culture in 

a systematic and large-scale manner. Text reuse detection can thus verify or 

disprove existing understandings of authorship, originality, and reception. Section 

4 of this thesis shows that it is precisely these expected intellectual influences that 

can reveal new insights into eighteenth-century utopian thinking. 

In contrast to epistemology, which deals with how the knowledge about text 

reuse is created, ontology is concerned with establishing the fundamental nature of 

text reuse. However, in much of the existing scholarship on historical text reuse, an 

explicit ontological theory of text reuse is surprisingly absent. A notable exception 

is Paju and others’ study of text reuse in nineteenth-century Finnish newspapers, in 

which they developed an ontological categorisation scheme for reuse cycles that is 

based on the rapidity of news reprints. They distinguish between rapid, mid-range, 

and long-term text reuse cycles: namely, whether snippets were reprinted by other 

newspapers within a year, between a year and 49 years, or after 50 years or more.31 

They noted that nineteenth-century Finnish newspapers were primarily engaged in 

short-term reprinting cycles, with 85 percent of reuse clusters categorised as rapid 

reuse.32 The prevalence of a certain type of text reuse is fundamentally shaped by 

the nature of the print medium itself. Fast-moving print media such as newspapers 

and pamphlets are more likely to be reused quickly by contemporaries and have a 

greater capacity of ‘going viral’ compared to books. In a text reuse study that is 

based on books, as is the case in this thesis, one would therefore expect to find a 

higher proportion of mid-range and long-term reuse cycles compared to Paju and 

others’ study of newspapers. The length of long-term reuse cycles is also likely to 

differ starkly between nineteenth-century newspapers and Early Modern books: 

whereas the longest reprint cluster in the Finnish newspaper dataset was 140-150 

years, Early Modern books frequently contain references to classical authors.33  

The ontology of text reuse is thus always context-dependent—namely on the 

period and sources studied—and classification schemes conceived for a particular 

period and print medium cannot be applied wholesale to a different context. It is 

therefore of prime importance to move towards an ontological theory of text reuse 

that is historically grounded, i.e. taking into account the motivations of historical 

 
31 Paju, Rantala, and Salmi, ‘Towards an Ontology and Epistemology of Text Reuse’, p. 257. 
32 Paju, Rantala, and Salmi, ‘Towards an Ontology and Epistemology of Text Reuse’, pp. 257–59. 
33 Hannu Salmi and others, ‘The Long-Term Reuse of Text in the Finnish Press, 1771–1920’, in Proceedings 

of the Digital Humanities in the Nordic Countries 4th Conference (Copenhagen, Denmark, 2019), pp. 394–

404. 
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actors in light of the culture and society that surrounded them. This thesis proposes 

a theoretical framework of text reuse that was conceived for analysing eighteenth-

century utopian thinking but can be generalised and adapted for the study of text 

reuse in other eighteenth-century books. This framework emphasises the 

interrelationship between text reuse and contemporary print culture on three 

interconnected levels: macro-, meso-, and micro-level.   

In contrast to Paju and others, whose ontological categorisation of text reuse is 

based on the rapidity of reuse, my conception of the ontology of text reuse focuses 

on the contextual specificity of reuse patterns. Therefore, the most general level of 

reuse, the macro level, describes text reuse patterns that are not specific to utopian 

works but tend to occur in any type of Early Modern printed material. Text reuse 

patterns at this level reflect widespread cultural practices regarding printing and 

authorship, e.g. printing and translation networks, the cultural acceptability of 

literary imitation and copying, conceptions of literary popularity, as well as reading 

habits. To fully appreciate the presence of macro-level text reuse and how it 

interacts with the other two levels, it is important to draw on the existing scholarship 

on print culture in the domains of book history and cultural history.34 

The second level of analysis, meso-level, refers to text reuse patterns that 

are more specific to the type of source studied than macro-level text reuse, but are 

more generalisable than micro-level reuse. The meso-level thus acts as a bridge 

between the macro- and micro-level. In section four of this thesis, the study of 

meso-level text reuse patterns focuses on the genres of texts that are reused in 

utopian works. Literary genres sit at the meso-level, since they are affected by the 

print culture from above, and by individual efforts to transform genre boundaries 

from below. Whilst the genre categories used in this thesis are applicable to 

eighteenth-century material in general, their distribution and frequency tends to 

vary according to the type of text studied. At the meso-level, text reuse in utopian 

works can indicate conformity with and disruption of eighteenth-century genre 

popularity patterns and genre conventions, showing e.g. whether genres known to 

be popular in the eighteenth century were reused with the same frequency by 

utopian authors, as well as whether individual authors reused certain genres more 

frequently than other authors. Genre popularity and findings of text reuse at the 

meso-level thus cannot be decoupled from larger patterns of print culture at the 

macro-level, and individual authors’ rhetorical strategies at the micro-level. 

 
34  The seminal work on Early Modern print culture remains Elizabeth L. Eisenstein, The Printing Press as an 

Agent of Change: Communications and Cultural Transformations in Early Modern Europe (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1979). Two other important scholars of Early Modern book history and print 

culture are Robert Darnton and Roger Chartier, see e.g. Robert Darnton, ‘What Is the History of Books?’, 

Daedalus, 111.3 (1982), 65–83; Roger Chartier, ‘General Introduction: Print Culture’, in The Culture of Print: 

Power and the Uses of Print in Early Modern Europe, ed. by Roger Chartier (Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 2014), pp. 1–10 <https://doi.org/10.1515/9781400860333.1>. For an overview of key topics in the study 

of books and printing, see David Finkelstein and Alistair McCleery, An Introduction to Book History, 2nd ed 

(New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2013).  
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The third level, micro-level reuse, is the most specific type of text reuse, 

viz. the reuse snippets that can be found in a single historical text. A micro-level 

investigation of text reuse—which involves the close reading and contextualisation 

of the reused snippets—enables the recovery of intellectual influences on individual 

authors as well as the utilisation of text reuse as a rhetorical strategy, e.g. to signal 

belonging to a shared tradition or to convince contemporaries of the merits of socio-

political critiques.35 However, to understand why an author was reusing a particular 

snippet or a certain work, it is necessary to connect micro-level reuse to the other 

two levels, namely patterns of genre popularity and the surrounding print culture at 

large. Individual authors that reused text snippets were either intentionally 

deploying these snippets for a particular purpose or were blissfully unaware that 

their words were in fact borrowed from elsewhere. Whilst it is difficult to prove 

intentionality of text reuse with any degree of certainty, even suspected 

unintentional reuse—such as reuse consisting of very short or generic phrases—can 

give insights into eighteenth-century thought and cultures by showing that a phrase 

had gained wider currency by a certain point.  

Most importantly, the three levels of text reuse ought not to be viewed as 

distinct categories, but rather as interwoven aspects of eighteenth-century print 

culture that shape and reinforce each other and thus affect the articulation of utopian 

thinking. The multi-level theoretical framework of text reuse developed in this 

thesis is a response to the prevalent modus operandi in utopian studies of focusing 

on individual texts at the micro- or the micro-meso-level.36 These studies rarely 

consider how print culture and other macro-level cultural patterns shape and are 

shaped by the other two levels, and how text reuse at all three levels influences 

eighteenth-century utopian thinking. To understand the presence of text reuse and 

its purpose in eighteenth-century utopian works, it is necessary to study all three 

levels in a manner that emphasises their interrelationship.  

2.2 Text Reuse Detection in Digital Humanities Projects 

Digital humanities projects have been employing text reuse detection to track 

networks, discourses, and intellectual influences in a variety of historical sources 

 
35 see e.g. Fransen and Reinhart, ‘The Practice of Copying in Making Knowledge in Early Modern Europe’; 

Jones and Løfaldli, ‘Appropriation Of and In the Eighteenth Century’; Lund, ‘The Ghosts of Epigram, False 

Wit, and the Augustan Mode’. 
36 e.g. Nicole Pohl, ‘Utopianism after More: The Renaissance and Enlightenment’, in The Cambridge 

Companion to Utopian Literature, ed. by Gregory Claeys, Cambridge Companions to Literature (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2010), pp. 51–78; Artur Blaim, Gazing in Useless Wonder: English Utopian 

Fictions, 1516-1800 (Oxford ; New York, NY: Peter Lang, 2013); ‘Enlightenment Utopias’, in Perfect Worlds: 

Utopian Fiction in China and the West, ed. by Douwe Fokkema, Jacques Thomassen, and Kasper van Ommen 

(Amsterdam University Press, 2012), pp. 95–134 <https://doi.org/10.1017/9789048514861.006>. 
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ranging from Ancient Greek texts to modern newspapers.37 This section first 

presents an overview of key text reuse projects before charting the development of 

Early Modern text reuse studies, welcoming the field’s recent move towards 

utilising text reuse detection for intervening in ongoing historiographical debates. 

Nineteenth-century newspapers are by far the most common object of study, most 

likely due to the high extent and quality of digitisation compared to earlier periods 

and the absence of copyright restrictions that hinder the study of twentieth-century 

materials. Text reuse detection often forms part of larger research projects 

investigating digitised primary sources, such as the Viral Texts project, which 

recovered networks of reprinting in Antebellum American newspapers and 

analysed the phenomenon of certain texts spreading rapidly in a short period of 

time.38 Virality was also a key concept in the study of nineteenth-century Finnish- 

and Swedish-language newspapers in the Computational History and the 

Transformation of Public Discourse in Finland, 1640-1910 project.39  

Although most text reuse analyses and projects operate within a national 

framework, some projects study the transfer of ideas via text reuse across borders 

and linguistic boundaries. One such example is the Informationsflöden om 

Östersjön project, which tracks the circulation of news in nineteenth- and early-

twentieth-century Finnish and Swedish newspapers to examine the cultural 

influence of the Swedish-language press.40 The most ambitious transnational text 

reuse project to date—Oceanic Exchanges, which included research groups from 

six countries—focused on information circulation in digitised nineteenth-century 

Finnish, German, Mexican, Dutch, British, and American newspapers.41 As part of 

this project, text reuse detection was used to study how the news of the 1904 

 
37 e.g. John SY Lee, ‘A Computational Model of Text Reuse in Ancient Literary Texts’, in Proceedings of the 

45th Annual Meeting of the Association of Computational Linguistics (Prague, Czech Republic: Association 

for Computational Linguistics, 2007), pp. 472–79; Vanessa B. Gorman and Robert J. Gorman, ‘Approaching 

Questions of Text Reuse in Ancient Greek Using Computational Syntactic Stylometry’, Open Linguistics, 2.1 

(2016) <https://doi.org/10.1515/opli-2016-0026>; Marco Büchler and others, ‘Measuring the Influence of a 

Work by Text Re-Use’, Bulletin of the Institute of Classical Studies. Supplement, 122, 2013, 63–79; Donald 

Sturgeon, ‘Unsupervised Identification of Text Reuse in Early Chinese Literature’, Digital Scholarship in the 

Humanities, 33.3 (2018), 670–84 <https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqx024>. 
38 David A. Smith, Ryan Cordell, and Elizabeth Maddock Dillon, ‘Infectious Texts: Modeling Text Reuse in 

Nineteenth-Century Newspapers’, in 2013 IEEE International Conference on Big Data, 2013, pp. 86–94 

<https://doi.org/10.1109/BigData.2013.6691675>; David A. Smith, Ryan Cordell, and Abby Mullen, 

‘Computational Methods for Uncovering Reprinted Texts in Antebellum Newspapers’, American Literary 

History, 27.3 (2015), E1–15 <https://doi.org/10.1093/alh/ajv029>; Ryan Cordell, ‘Reprinting, Circulation, and 

the Network Author in Antebellum Newspapers’, American Literary History, 27.3 (2015), 417–45 

<https://doi.org/10.1093/alh/ajv028>. 
39 Hannu Salmi and others, ‘The Reuse of Texts in Finnish Newspapers and Journals, 1771–1920: A Digital 

Humanities Perspective’, Historical Methods: A Journal of Quantitative and Interdisciplinary History, 54.1 

(2021), 14–28 <https://doi.org/10.1080/01615440.2020.1803166>. 
40 Hannu Salmi, ‘Informationsflöden över Östersjön: Svenskspråkig press som kulturförmedlare 1771–1918’, 

2020 <https://blogit.utu.fi/informationsfloden/> [accessed 19 March 2023]; Petri Paju and others, 

‘Tidningstexter över Östersjön: En databas av delat innehåll mellan Finland och Sverige’, Historisk tidskrift för 

Finland, 107.2 (2022), 192–211. 
41 Oceanic Exchanges Project Team, ‘Oceanic Exchanges: Tracing Global Information Networks In Historical 

Newspaper Repositories, 1840-1914’, 2017 <https://doi.org/10.17605/OSF.IO/WA94S>. 
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assassination of Nikolay Bobrikov, the Russian Governor-General of Finland, 

rapidly spread across Europe and the Atlantic via reprints of newspaper articles.42  

The existing scholarship on Early Modern text reuse can be grouped into two 

phases: the exploratory-evaluative and the argumentative. The former is marked by 

aims to improve text reuse detection algorithms and methods, whilst the latter uses 

the findings generated by text reuse detection algorithms to intervene in ongoing 

historiographical debates. The exploratory-evaluative phase was at its height in the 

2010s, when different research groups and digital history projects focused on the 

creation of algorithms that are suitable for studying Early Modern text reuse. The 

structural limitations of digitised Early Modern texts—particularly in terms of OCR 

quality—require more extensive pre-processing, spelling normalisation, and tool 

adaptation compared to modern and contemporary sources such as parliamentary 

data. There is a risk, however, that the predominance of highly technical text reuse 

studies, whose impact is difficult to comprehend for non-specialists, widens the gulf 

between Early Modern computational historians and Early Modern historians who 

exclusively use traditional methods. The recent increase in argumentative studies is 

therefore a welcome sign of the field’s maturation and promises fruitful 

historiographical dialogues between computational and more traditional Early 

Modernists. Whether the increase in argumentative studies also leads to a more 

widespread adoption of text reuse detection tools amongst the historical community 

at large remains to be seen.  

Exploratory-evaluative studies examine the performance of a particular text 

reuse detection algorithm by using Early Modern texts as test cases. This type of 

approach emphasises the computational and technological aspects of text reuse 

detection: i.e. explaining the function of the algorithm in question, comparing its 

advantages and limitations to similar algorithms, as well as stressing the potential 

applications of text reuse detection methods to Early Modern texts. These studies 

are often work-in-progress reports of larger projects where researchers have 

adapted existing or built new text reuse detection algorithms to suit the needs of 

Early Modern historians. For instance, a particular difficulty of digitised Early 

Modern texts is their poor OCR quality—especially for blackletter scripts such as 

Fraktur—and the resulting noisy data, which reduces the accuracy of computational 

methods. A labour-intensive, but highly accurate, solution is the manual 

transcription of texts into machine-readable formats such as XML before running a 

text reuse detection algorithm. For instance, due to the poor quality of the original 

documents, Andrew Hardie and others manually transcribed and marked up an 

869,000-word corpus of Early Modern English newsbooks, noting that manual 

transcription was less time-consuming than a post-scan correction of OCR errors.43 

 
42 Mila Oiva and others, ‘Spreading News in 1904: The Media Coverage of Nikolay Bobrikov’s Shooting’, 

Media History, 26.4 (2020), 391–407 <https://doi.org/10.1080/13688804.2019.1652090>. 
43 Andrew Hardie and Tony McEnery, ‘Corpus Linguistics and Historical Contexts: Text Reuse and the 

Expression of Bias in Early Modern English Journalism’, in Corpora and Discourse - and Stuff: Papers in 
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Furthermore, not all existing text reuse detection methods are equally suitable for 

Early Modern texts. According to Giovanni Colavizza and others, the commonly 

used method of detecting sentence-level n-gram overlaps is less accurate for texts 

and languages that have a considerable degree of spelling variation, such as Early 

Modern Italian gazettes. They instead adopted a detection approach that leverages 

the structure of the gazettes, namely topics being divided into paragraphs based on 

where the news originated.44  

Other scholars have developed new algorithms that are less sensitive to messy 

Early Modern texts and noisy OCR. For example, as part of the ARTFL—a long-

term project that creates and preserves digital databases of eighteenth-century 

French texts—Mark Olsen and others developed two sequence alignment 

algorithms to study text reuse: ‘textPAIR’ and ‘PhiloLine’.45 They used the 

Encyclopédie as a test case, noting that its contributors frequently borrowed from 

other encyclopaedias, but do not explain how this finding relates to the existing 

scholarship on the topic.46 Instead, the focus of this article lies on evaluating the 

functionalities and performance of the two algorithms with regards to the noisy and 

uncorrected OCR of the dataset.47 As part of the Commonplace Cultures project, 

Roe and others tested the PhiloLine algorithm on ECCO (Eighteenth Century 

Collections Online), the key digital database of eighteenth-century British texts, and 

noted a low similarity detection reliability of PhiloLine’s overlapping trigram 

technique due to the poor OCR quality of the dataset.48 To mitigate the impact of 

noisy OCR, the group refined the PhiloLine algorithm to capture overlapping two-

token-skip-grams, a more flexible technique compared to trigrams. They also 

extended the dataset to include the EEBO-TCP collection, a large database of 

sixteenth- and seventeenth-century British texts, and a small corpus of Classical 

Latin texts to track pre-eighteenth-century reuses.49 By continually refining text 

reuse detection algorithms to overcome the challenges inherent in Early Modern 

textual material, most notably its poor OCR quality, these exploratory-evaluative 

 
Honour of Karin Aijmer, ed. by Rhonwen Bowen, Mats Mobärg, and Sölve Ohlander (Göteburg: University of 

Gothenburg, 2009), pp. 59–91. 
44 Giovanni Colavizza, Mario Infelise, and Frédéric Kaplan, ‘Mapping the Early Modern News Flow: An 

Enquiry by Robust Text Reuse Detection’, in Social Informatics, ed. by Luca Maria Aiello and Daniel 

McFarland, Lecture Notes in Computer Science (Cham: Springer International Publishing, 2015), pp. 244–53 

(p. 245) <https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-15168-7_31>. 
45 Mark Olsen, Russell Horton, and Glenn Roe, ‘Something Borrowed: Sequence Alignment and the 

Identification of Similar Passages in Large Text Collections’, Digital Studies / Le Champ Numérique, 2.1 

(2010) <https://doi.org/10.16995/dscn.258>. 
46 Olsen, Horton, and Roe, ‘Something Borrowed’, pp. 12–13. 
47 Olsen, Horton, and Roe, ‘Something Borrowed’, pp. 14–15. 
48 Glenn Roe and others, ‘Digging into ECCO: Identifying Commonplaces and Other Forms of Text Reuse at 

Scale’, in Digital Humanities 2016 (Krakow, Poland, 2016) <https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03211786> 

[accessed 3 January 2023]. 
49 Robert Morrissey, ‘Commonplace Cultures: Mining Shared Passages in the 18th Century Using Sequence 

Alignment and Visual Analytics’, 2016, pp. 1–6 <https://hcommons.org/deposits/item/hc:12365/> [accessed 

20 February 2023]. 
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studies have laid the groundwork for Early Modern historians utilising text reuse 

detection to advance new historiographical perspectives. 

In contrast to exploratory-evaluative studies that place the method itself at the 

centre, argumentative studies employ text reuse detection to intervene in 

historiographical debates. Here, scholars demonstrate how text reuse sheds light on 

the reception of Early Modern texts and authors as well as highlighting intellectual 

influences that could not be identified by traditional methods. These studies are 

more likely to employ a mixed-methods approach that consists of text reuse 

detection and the traditional close reading of individual sources. For instance, 

Douglas E. Duhaime situates Eliza Haywood’s novel 1751 Betsy Thoughtless in 

existing debates about literary originality in the eighteenth century. He notes that 

text reuse detection via combinatorial n-grams enables the identification of reused 

passages and quotations that were extensively modified by Haywood and therefore 

could not be attributed to their original authors through traditional close reading 

methods.50 Duhaime’s study of text reuse in Betsy Thoughtless shows that Haywood 

borrowed particularly frequently from Edward Bysshe’s 1710 poetry handbook The 

Art of English Poetry, supporting existing research that identified this intellectual 

debt in other works of Haywood.51  

Text reuse detection is also increasingly being used to intervene in 

historiographical arguments in eighteenth-century intellectual history, namely 

regarding the reception of well-known thinkers and texts. Clovis Gladstone and 

Charles Cooney, using the PhiloLine algorithm that was developed as part of the 

ARTFL project, tracked the eighteenth-century reception of Lucretius through 

quotations. The paper is part-exploratory in that the authors focus on explaining 

how their algorithm needed to be adapted to overcome the dataset’s poor OCR 

quality as well as emphasising the potential of ECCO for future text reuse studies.52 

However, in contrast to earlier papers that used ECCO solely to test the algorithm’s 

function, Gladstone and Cooney illustrate how text reuse detection shows that 

citations of Lucretius were used for socio-political purposes, e.g. to intervene in 

debates about atheism.53 To study the reception of David Hume’s Essays, Mark 

Spencer and Mikko Tolonen use a mixed-methods approach that combines text 

reuse detection with traditional intellectual history methodologies, showing that 

Hume reuse in the eighteenth century encompassed ‘a motley crew from the notably 

 
50 Douglas Ernest Duhaime, ‘Textual Reuse in the Eighteenth Century: Mining Eliza Haywood’s Quotations’, 

Digital Humanities Quarterly, 10.1 (2016), paras 12–20. 
51 Duhaime, ‘Textual Reuse in the Eighteenth Century’, paras 22–27. 
52 Clovis Gladstone and Charles M Cooney, ‘Opening New Paths for Scholarship: Algorithms to Track Text 

Reuse in ECCO’, in Digitizing Enlightenment: Digital Humanities and the Transformation of Eighteenth-

Century Studies, ed. by Simon Burrows and Glenn Roe (Oxford: Voltaire Foundation, 2020), pp. 353–74 (pp. 

353–63). 
53 Gladstone and Cooney, ‘Opening New Paths for Scholarship: Algorithms to Track Text Reuse in ECCO’, 

pp. 363–71. 
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famous to hopelessly obscure’.54 All these studies exemplify how text reuse 

detection adds valuable new perspectives and nuances to the study of Early Modern 

texts. This thesis aims to follow in their footsteps by analysing a sub-corpus of 

utopian works available in ECCO, showing that, despite its fundamental limitations, 

text reuse detection is a viable method for gaining new insights into eighteenth-

century utopian thinking. In this regard, this thesis is the first study of text reuse in 

utopian thinking, and the first to use the Reception Reader, an open-access text 

reuse detection tool published by the Helsinki COMHIS group, to study text reuse 

in a multi-author corpus.55 

 

 
54 Mark G. Spencer and Mikko Tolonen, ‘Book History and the Eighteenth-Century Reception of David Hume’s 

“Essays” in the British Atlantic World: A Preliminary View’, in Hume’s Essays: A Critical Guide (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, forthcoming). 
55 The COMHIS group is using the Reception Reader for a single-author study, namely on text reuse in 

Mandeville’s writings, viz. Mikko Tolonen and others, ‘Text Reuse Analysis of Bernard Mandeville’s Works 

in Eighteenth-Century Britain’, Unpublished Manuscript. 
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3 Utopias, ECCO and the Reception Reader 

The utopian corpus that forms the basis of this thesis consists of 35 different 

authors, 39 unique works and a total of 58 works, since multi-volume works and 

multiple editions occasionally exhibited differing instances of reuse.56 I assembled 

the corpus by drawing on bibliographies of utopias, imaginary voyages, and 

futuristic tales as well as conducting a manual search for works that employed the 

fantastic and imaginary to criticise society, such as fictitious letters and memoirs.57 

The author’s use of an imagined place, period or person as a tool for socio-political 

critique was the deciding factor in whether a work merited inclusion in the corpus. 

By including imagined persons and by emphasising the critical political nature of 

utopian thinking, my definition diverges from much of the existing scholarship, 

which concentrates on ideas of the utopian society or regards utopias primarily as a 

literary genre.58 I excluded well-known works such as Daniel Defoe’s Robinson 

Crusoe and Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels in order to focus on studying how 

text reuse in and of lesser-studied works relates to the surrounding eighteenth-

century socio-political, intellectual, and print culture. For this reason, lesser-known 

works by famous authors are also included in the corpus, such as Defoe’s lunar 

voyage The Consolidator (1705). Unlike Lyman Tower Sargent—whose Early 

Modern utopian bibliography includes books, pamphlets, collections of poems, and 

 
56 A list of all works included in the corpus as well as their ECCO IDs is provided in the Appendix. 
57 Philip Babcock Gove, The Imaginary Voyage in Prose Fiction: History of Its Criticism and a Guide for Its 

Study, With an Annotated Check List of 215 Imaginary Voyages from 1700 to 1800 (New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1941); Marjorie Hope Nicolson, Voyages to the Moon (New York: Macmillan, 1948); I. F. 

Clarke, The Tale of the Future: From the Beginning to the Present Day; a Check-List of Those Satires, Ideal 

States, Imaginary Wars and Invasions, Political Warnings and Forecasts, Interplanetary Voyages and 

Scientific Romances--All Located in an Imaginary Future Period--That Have Been Published in the United 

Kingdom between 1644 and 1960, 2nd edn (London: Library Association, 1972); Lyman Tower Sargent, 

‘Utopian Literature in English: An Annotated Bibliography from 1516 to the Present’ (Penn State Libraries 

Open Publishing, 2016) <https://doi.org/10.18113/P8WC77>. I excluded all works that, based on their titles, 

did not have this critique as their primary aim, or where the imagined element was not evident. 
58 Discussions of utopia as political thought tend to focus on ideas of the state and a perfect society, see e.g. 

Thomas Nipperdey, ‘Die Funktion der Utopie im politischen Denken der Neuzeit’, Archiv für Kulturgeschichte, 

44 (1962), 357–78 <https://doi.org/10.7788/akg-1962-jg20>; Idealstaat oder Gedankenexperiment? Zum 

Staatsverständnis in den klassischen Utopien, ed. by Thomas Schölderle (Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2014); 

Richard Saage, ‘Utopie’, in Handbuch europäische Aufklärung: Begriffe, Konzepte, Wirkung, ed. by Heinz 

Thoma (Stuttgart: Verlag J.B. Metzler, 2015), pp. 527–35. Definitions of utopia as a literary genre are very 

common, particularly in the Anglophone utopian studies tradition. Key works include Darko Suvin, ‘Defining 

the Literary Genre of Utopia: Some Historical Semantics, Some Genology, a Proposal and a Plea’, Studies in 

the Literary Imagination, 6.2 (1973), 121–45; Lyman Tower Sargent, ‘The Three Faces of Utopianism 

Revisited’, Utopian Studies, 5.1 (1994), 1–37; Fátima Vieira, ‘The Concept of Utopia’, in The Cambridge 

Companion to Utopian Literature, ed. by Gregory Claeys (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010), pp. 

3–27. For a review of eighteenth-century utopian studies, see Nicole Pohl, ‘The Quest for Utopia in the 

Eighteenth Century’, Literature Compass, 5.4 (2008), 685–706. For a conceptual history of utopia, including 

the eighteenth century, see Lucian Hölscher, ‘Utopie’, Utopian Studies, 7.2 (1996), 1–65; Hans-Günter Funke, 

‘Die semantische Entwicklung des Utopiebegriffs vom XVI. bis zum XX. Jahrhundert’, Zeitschrift für 

französische Sprache und Literatur, 113.2 (2003), 131–50. 
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periodicals—I focus exclusively on books, since they are covered in ECCO to a 

greater extent than other source types.  

ECCO is the largest online collection of digitised eighteenth-century primary 

sources published in the British and Irish Isles, containing over 200,000 texts.59 One 

of ECCO’s selection criteria is ‘every significant monograph published between 

1701 and 1800 in the English language and every significant monograph in any 

language printed in the British Empire during this period’. 60 Despite its claim of 

completeness, ECCO mainly consists of Anglophone sources, periodicals and other 

ephemeral materials are under-represented, and the available sources skew towards 

the second half of the century.61 Due to ECCO’s fundamental limitations, the corpus 

of utopian works is entirely Anglophone and limited to the British and Irish Isles. 

The inclusion of Early American utopian works would have provided a valuable 

opportunity to study intellectual transfers across the Atlantic. However, these works 

were digitised as part of a different project—Early American Imprints: Series I: 

Evans, 1639-1800—with a different rights holder.62 The open access Evans-TCP 

project, an XML-annotated database of 5,000 texts from the larger Evans collection, 

does not include any of the utopian texts identified by Lyman Tower Sargent.63 

Since the corpus created for this thesis only contains a relatively small sample of 

eighteenth-century utopias, future studies with a more comprehensive corpus are 

needed. Nevertheless, compared to the previous research that has tended to focus 

on the close reading of individual texts, this corpus illustrates the diversity of 

eighteenth-century utopian thinking and how it is shaped by contemporary print 

culture on a much larger scale. 

The Reception Reader, the open-access text reuse detection tool used in this 

thesis, was published by the Helsinki COMHIS group in early 2023.64 The tool 

includes a search function, allowing the user to look up authors, titles and ECCO 

IDs. At this stage, keyword search is not supported. The tool visualises reuse 

occurrences separated into ‘ins’ (reuses by a work) and ‘outs’ (reuses of a work) 

 
59 ECCO is a twice-mediated resource, namely the digitsation of a microfilmed collection of the most significant 

works in the ESTC (English Short Title Catalogue). The ESTC contains ca. 480,000 entries and is freely 

available online (URL: estc.bl.uk). On the history and development of ECCO, see Stephen H. Gregg, Old Books 

and Digital Publishing: Eighteenth-Century Collections Online (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2020). 
60 ‘About the Selection Criteria for ECCO’, Eighteenth Century Collections Online. 
61 Mikko Tolonen, Eetu Mäkelä, and Leo Lahti, ‘The Anatomy of Eighteenth Century Collections Online 

(ECCO)’, Eighteenth-Century Studies, 56.1 (2022), 95–123 <https://doi.org/10.1353/ecs.2022.0060>; Cassidy 

Holahan, ‘Rummaging in the Dark: ECCO as Opaque Digital Archive’, Eighteenth-Century Studies, 54.4 

(2021), 803–26 <https://doi.org/10.1353/ecs.2021.0093>; Patrick Spedding, ‘“The New Machine”: 

Discovering the Limits of ECCO’, Eighteenth-Century Studies, 44.4 (2011), 437–53. 
62 ‘Early American Imprints, Series I: Evans, 1639-1800 | Readex’ <https://www.readex.com/products/early-

american-imprints-series-i-evans-1639-1800> [accessed 16 January 2023]. 
63 ‘Evans Early American Imprints (Evans) TCP – Text Creation Partnership’ 

<https://textcreationpartnership.org/tcp-texts/evans-tcp-evans-early-american-imprints/> [accessed 19 May 

2023]. 
64 For a detailed explanation of the functions and limitations of the Reception Reader, see Rosson and others, 

‘Reception Reader’. URL of the Reception Reader: https://www.receptionreader.com/ 
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and allows the user to switch between the two directions and between displaying 

reuse occurrences in a chart or as a list. Clicking on an instance of reuse opens the 

reused and reusing pages side-by-side, enabling a quick overview of the context in 

which a snippet is reused (see Figure 1). 

This thesis employs the Reception Reader for two purposes: 1. tracking larger 

patterns of text reuses in eighteenth-century utopian works (Section 4), and 2. 

identifying notable individual instances of reuse for political purposes (Section 5). 

In an Excel spreadsheet, I manually recorded the total number of ‘ins’ and ‘outs’, 

frequently reused works and authors, and the genre of text reuse. To investigate 

genre patterns, I built on the genre category scheme developed by the COMHIS 

group, which consist of 10 main categories (arts, education, history, law, literature, 

philosophy, politics, religion, sales catalogues, and scientific improvement) and 43 

subcategories.65 I decided to split history, literature, and poetry into Classical and 

Modern to better capture the diversity of classical authors such as Cicero (lit_class), 

Virgil (poet_class), Horace (poet_class), and Tacitus (hist_class). I also added a 

utopian category to study the extent to which utopian works borrowed from each 

other.66 Compared to large-scale, data-driven computational analyses, this method 

of manual coding and recording of results facilitates a greater familiarity with 

individual texts and their contexts whilst still allowing for a recognition of larger 

patterns that cannot be spotted through close reading alone. However, recording 

results manually in an Excel spreadsheet means that these results are difficult to 

 
65 Jinbin Zhang and others, ‘Detecting Sequential Genre Change in Eighteenth-Century Texts’, in Proceedings 

of the Computational Humanities Research Conference 2022, ed. by Folgert Karsdorp, Alie Lassche, and 

Kristoffer Nielbo (presented at the Computational Humanities Research 2022, Antwerp, Belgium: CEUR, 

2022), MMMCCXC, 243–55 <https://ceur-ws.org/Vol-3290/#short_paper2630> [accessed 30 November 2022]. 
66 The genre coding table is provided in Appendix 2 

Figure 1: Interface of the Reception Reader, set to table view and displaying the source page on the left 

and reusing page on the right (Source: Author) 
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verify, quantify and replicate, and cannot easily be used for additional 

computational analyses. 

The results generated by the Reception Reader are affected by certain structural 

issues, which influence the epistemology of text reuse detection as a method. Since 

the Reception Reader queries a database that includes data from the English Short 

Title Catalogue (ESTC) and ECCO, its results are affected by ECCO’s fundamental 

limitations, viz. a high degree of OCR noise as well as geographical, temporal and 

material imbalances in the available sources. A further limitation of this study is 

caused by the structure of the data and metadata. The Reception Reader shows both 

primary reuses, i.e. when a utopian text is reusing the source text itself, and 

secondary reuses, i.e. other works reusing the same textual snippets e.g. Bible 

quotations, or a utopian work reusing a work that is itself reusing a snippet. In the 

Reception Reader, every instance of secondary reuse is considered a single hit, 

resulting in an inflated total hit count. Furthermore, later editions of an earlier text 

that is being reused by a utopian work are often misclassified as reuses of the 

utopian work itself, leading to an artificially high number of ‘outs’ and a lower 

number of ‘ins’. Both issues necessitate a manual verification of the direction and 

original source of reuse. Instead of conducting a purely quantitative analysis, it is 

thus more appropriate to adopt a mixed-methods approach which includes the close 

reading and contextualising of individual works and reused snippets.  

Since the primary sources and dataset utilised in this thesis consist exclusively 

of eighteenth-century texts, which do not deal with sensitive topics or personal data, 

there are no ethical concerns regarding the source material. This thesis follows the 

existing guidelines on good research conduct published by the Swedish Research 

Council and acts in accordance with ethical guidelines for historical research that 

emphasise the agency and dignity of historical actors.67 Whilst the text reuse tool 

used in this thesis, the Reception Reader, is open access, the dataset that forms the 

basis of the Reception Reader is under copyright. The rights to ECCO are held by 

a private company, Gale, and access to the digital database requires an institutional 

subscription. Due to copyright restrictions, the ECCO dataset of the Helsinki 

COMHIS group cannot be shared with researchers outside the group and the results 

displayed in the Reception Reader cannot be downloaded, which restricts 

reproducibility. This thesis aims to facilitate the reproducibility of its results by 

providing a list of the utopian works and their corresponding ECCO IDs, which can 

be used by other researchers to search for the works in the Reception Reader and 

ECCO.68  

 
67 Vetenskapsrådet, God forskningssed (Stockholm: Vetenskapsrådet, 2017); American Historical Association, 

‘Statement on Standards of Professional Conduct’, 2023 <https://www.historians.org/jobs-and-professional-

development/statements-standards-and-guidelines-of-the-discipline/statement-on-standards-of-professional-

conduct> [accessed 23 March 2023]. 
68 The list of utopian works is provided in Appendix 1 
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4 Patterns of Text Reuse in Utopian Thinking: 
Printing, Popularity, Persuasion 

In this thesis, I distinguish between two directions of reuse: text reuse by a utopian 

work (‘ins’) and of a utopian work (‘outs’). As shown in Figure 2, the distribution 

of text reuse occurrences in the corpus exhibits a high degree of variation. Due to 

the structural limitations outlined in the previous section, the number of reuse 

occurrences should be seen as approximations. The lack of reuses of in either 

direction can signify genuine absences or be indicative of a high degree of OCR 

errors or page layouts that prevent the algorithm from detecting text reuse 

occurrences. The box plot shows that utopian works are being reused slightly more 

frequently than they are reusing other works, with a median occurrence below 100 

for both directions. However, this finding should be treated with caution, since the 

number of ‘outs’ is inflated by reprints and later editions of reused works that are 

assigned to the wrong direction.  

Figure 2: Distribution of text reuse occurrences by direction in the 

entire corpus (Source: Author) 
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To illustrate the interconnectedness between printing, popularity, and 

persuasion, this section continually moves between the macro-, meso-, and micro-

level of text reuse. Text reuse in eighteenth-century utopian thinking reflects how 

utopian authors purposely embraced or subverted cultural practices and conventions 

with the aim of signalling adherence to intellectual traditions, intervening in 

ongoing debates, and advancing socio-political critiques. With the Reception 

Reader, it is possible to identify three common macro-level text reuse types in 

eighteenth-century texts, which I have termed imprint reuse, secondary reuse, and 

primary reuse. It is important to note that these types are not mutually exclusive. 

Instead, most utopian works in this corpus exhibit multiple reuse types.  

The first type, imprint reuse, is not text reuse per se, but rather the same imprint, 

advertisement or bookseller’s catalogue being identified by the Reception Reader 

algorithm as an instance of text reuse. Due to the prevalent location of imprints, 

advertisements, and booksellers’ catalogues at the front and back of a book, imprint 

reuse is clustered around the first few or last few pages. Since this section of the 

thesis is concerned with intellectual influence and genre, imprint reuse is treated as 

noise and not analysed further. However, imprint reuse could be a useful metric in 

future studies that focus on the materiality of eighteenth-century books and printing 

networks, similar to Iiro Tiihonen and others’ investigation of publishing networks 

in the Scottish Enlightenment.69 A study of publishing networks and utopian 

thinking could, for instance, involve tracking whether certain printers and 

booksellers printed utopian works particularly frequently compared to others. In 

this case, imprint reuse would aid in the identification and categorisation of 

eighteenth-century printing and book circulation networks.  

A common type of reuse in eighteenth-century texts is secondary reuse, i.e. the 

same text snippet appearing in utopian work B and in another work C, where both 

works are reusing original work A. The Reception Reader currently does not 

distinguish between primary and secondary reuse and all instances of secondary 

reuse are counted as individual occurrences. This results in a distinct pattern of 

reuse occurrences organised around a single page, approximating a horizontal line 

if the original source is reused by multiple works across a long timespan, or 

clustered tightly together if the reuse occurs over a short period. Secondary reuse is 

closely linked to genre, as it often consists of quotations found in various contexts 

throughout the eighteenth century, e.g. the Bible and the works of John Milton and 

Alexander Pope. Whilst secondary reuse is unlikely to be evidence of previously 

unknown intellectual debts, it serves as an indicator of contemporary literary 

popularity and marks the location of utopian works within these cultural 

 
69 Iiro Tiihonen and others, ‘Distinguishing Discourses: A Data-Driven Analysis of Works and Publishing 

Networks of the Scottish Enlightenment’, in Proceedings of the 6th Digital Humanities in the Nordic and Baltic 

Countries Conference (DHNB 2022), ed. by Karl Berglund, Matti La Mela, and Inge Zwart, CEUR Workshop 

Proceedings (Uppsala, Sweden: CEUR, 2022), MMMCCXXXII, 120–34 <http://ceur-ws.org/Vol-3232/#paper09> 

[accessed 21 October 2022]. 
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phenomena. For instance, as shown in Figure 3, the utopian author William 

Thomson quotes a psalm that is commonly referenced throughout the Early Modern 

period, as indicated by the horizontal line of reuses stretching back to the 1540s.70  

Secondary reuse also accounts for the majority of text reuse in the two works 

whose total occurrence is significantly higher than the median: Jasper Richardson’s 

A True and Faithful Account of the Island of Veritas (1790) with over 54000 ins 

and over 9000 outs, and a futuristic utopia entitled The king's most gracious speech 

a thousand years hence (1743) with over 2000 ins and almost 7000 outs.71 In both 

cases, these secondary reuses indicate deliberate stylistic choices on the author’s 

part. Richardson’s work—written in the style of a sermon and discussing religious 

toleration—is dense with biblical references, whilst the anonymous text draws on 

political stock phrases to mimic a monarch’s opening speech of Parliament, which 

serves as a thinly veiled cover for a political opposition tract. The speech’s 

characterisation of the monarch as a ‘Royal Patriot’ suggests sympathy towards 

political factions critical of George II, namely Patriot Whigs who rallied around 

Frederick, Prince of Wales as the potential embodiment of a ‘Patriot King’.72 The 

tract’s author was not only articulating an abstract kingly ideal, but, under the guise 

 
70 [William] [Thomson], Mammuth, Or Human Nature Displayed on a Grand Scale: In a Tour with the Tinkers, 

Into the Inland Parts of Africa; By the Man in the Moon, 2 vols (London: G. and T. Wilkie, 1789), I, p. 122. 
71 [Jasper] [Richardson], A True and Faithful Account of the Island of Veritas: Together with the Forms of Their 

Liturgy; and a Full Relation of the Religious Opinions of the Veritasians, as Delivered in Several Sermons Just 

Published in Veritas ([n.p.]: [C. Stalker], 1790); [Anonymous], The King’s Most Gracious Speech a Thousand 

Years Hence. With the Lords and Commons Address (London: [n.pub.], 1743). 
72 Christine Gerrard, The Patriot Opposition to Walpole: Politics, Poetry, and National Myth, 1725-1742 

(Oxford : New York: Clarendon Press ; Oxford University Press, 1994); Gabriel Glickman, ‘Parliament, the 

Tories and Frederick, Prince of Wales’, Parliamentary History, 30.2 (2011), 120–41; Robin Eagles, ‘Frederick, 

Prince of Wales, the “Court” of Leicester House and the “Patriot” Opposition to Walpole, c.1733–1742’, The 

Court Historian, 21.2 (2016), 140–56. 

Figure 3: Reception Reader interface, showing a typical secondary reuse pattern in William Thomson’s 

Mammuth (Source: Author) 
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of an imaginary future, actively engaged in political myth-making. Text reuse thus 

forms an important part of a utopian author’s strategy of playing with authenticity, 

verisimilitude, and alterity to critique the socio-political status quo.73 

Primary text reuse refers to the direct reuse of an earlier source text by the 

utopian work, as well as a utopian work being reused by a later text. Primary text 

reuse can be further split into single-work and multi-work reuse. Multi-work reuse 

patterns range from a high number of short snippets taken from various sources and 

spread across the entire work to borrowings of a small number of texts concentrated 

around a few pages. In contrast, single-work reuse tends to occur throughout the 

work and is marked by a closer intellectual and structural relationship between the 

source text and reuse text, e.g. snippets being reused in the same order as the source 

text. For example, the anonymous 1786 work The Balloon frequently reuses long 

passages of a 1785 work called The Aerostatic Spy, which was published under the 

pseudonym of ‘Aerial Traveller’.74 It is likely that both works were written by the 

same author or that the 1786 work was a slightly modified reprint by a different 

publisher, with or without the permission of the original author. Single-work text 

reuse in particular signifies the imitation, continuation, or copying of a work, whilst 

multi-work reuse is especially useful in highlighting types of intellectual influence 

and reception. Studying patterns of primary and secondary text reuse aids in 

situating eighteenth-century utopian thinking within contemporary literary and 

printing practices.  

Connecting these macro-level patterns of text reuse to meso-level genre 

patterns and micro-level rhetorical strategies allows for a more nuanced view of 

how eighteenth-century utopian thinking interacted with the surrounding 

intellectual cultures. This thesis is a preliminary exploration of the kind of text reuse 

genres present in eighteenth-century utopian works; future studies could quantify 

and typologise these genres, for example investigating whether it is possible to 

identify different strands of utopian thinking based on the genres of texts reused 

(e.g. religious, modern history, classical literature) as well as the contexts in which 

utopian works are predominately reused. Whilst individual utopian works vary in 

the genres of texts they reuse, text reuse in eighteenth-century utopian thinking at 

large mirrors contemporary genre popularity trends. 75 References to biblical and 

 
73 On the critical function of the Other in eighteenth-century utopian thinking, see e.g. Jean-Michel Racault, 

Nulle part et ses environs: voyage aux confins de l’utopie littéraire classique (1657 - 1802) (Paris: Presses de 

l’Univ. de Paris-Sorbonne, 2003), pp. 357–69. For a defence of utopian thinking as a practical political 

philosophy, in which the imaginary alternative society fulfils an important critical role, see Peter G. Stillman, 

‘“Nothing Is, but What Is Not”: Utopias as Practical Political Philosophy’, Critical Review of International 

Social and Political Philosophy, 3.2–3 (2000), 9–24 <https://doi.org/10.1080/13698230008403310>. 
74 Aerial Traveller [pseud.], The Aerostatic Spy: Or, Excursions with an Air Balloon. ... By an Aerial Traveller 

(London: Edmund Fawcett, 1785); [Anonymous], The Balloon, or Aerostatic Spy, a Novel, Containing a Series 

of Adventures of an Aerial Traveller; Including a Variety of Histories and Characters in Real Life, 2 vols 

(London: W. Lane, 1786). 
75 On the literary canon in the eighteenth century, see Mikko Tolonen and others, ‘Examining the Early Modern 

Canon: The English Short Title Catalogue and Large-Scale Patterns of Cultural Production’, in Data 

Visualization in Enlightenment Literature and Culture, ed. by Ileana Baird (Cham: Springer International 
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theological works, as well as classical and modern poetry, literature and history 

tend to occur particularly frequently, whilst genres such as scientific and legal 

works are less commonly reused.76 Scientific works are reused in two distinct 

manners: either by reference to a scientific authority such as Isaac Newton, or by 

copying standard definitions from dictionaries and encyclopaedias on topics such 

as astronomy or geography.77 The centrality of the Bible and theological works to 

Early Modern literary cultures has already been highlighted by scholars like 

Stephen Prickett, who notes that there was a 1:15 ratio between non-religious and 

religious literature in the eighteenth century.78 In this regard, the findings for utopian 

texts also mirror existing studies on text reuse in the entire ECCO dataset, such as 

the recent work by Clovis Gladstone and Charles Cooney, who found that over half 

of eighteenth-century cases of text reuse were related to passages from the Bible 

and that individual Bible quotations were, on average, reused more frequently than 

other types of texts.79  

Eighteenth-century utopian authors tended to reuse modern literature and 

poetry more frequently than their classical equivalents.80 The modern authors with 

the highest reuse occurrence are John Dryden, John Milton, Alexander Pope, 

William Shakespeare and Edward Bysshe, all of whom were popular throughout 

the eighteenth century.81 However, the greater reuse frequency of modern authors 

 
Publishing, 2021), pp. 63–119 <https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-54913-8_3>; Douglas Lane Patey, ‘The 

Eighteenth Century Invents the Canon’, Modern Language Studies, 18.1 (1988), 17–37 

<https://doi.org/10.2307/3194698>; Trevor Ross, ‘The Emergence of “Literature”: Making and Reading the 

English Canon in the Eighteenth Century’, ELH, 63.2 (1996), 397–422.  
76 Religious works and modern poetry are the most frequently appearing category, with 17 occurrences each. 

NB: due to the limitations outlined in section 3, these numbers should be as an approximation 
77 An example of the former type of reuse is [Herbert] [Lawrence], The Life and Adventures of Common Sense. 

An Historical Allegory, 3rd edn, 2 vols (Dublin: R. Moncrieffe, 1771), vol. 2. The latter kind can be found in 

[Anonymous], The History of Israel Jobson, the Wandering Jew. Giving a Description of His Pedigree, Travels 

in This Lower World, and His Assumption Thro’ the Starry Regions, Conducted by a Guardian Angel, 

Exhibiting in a Curious Manner the Shapes, Lives, and Customs of the Inhabitants of the Moon and Planets; 

Touching upon the Great and Memorable Comet in 1758, and Interwoven All along with the Solution of the 

Phaenomena of the True Solar System, and Principles of Natural Philosophy, Concording with the Latest 

Discoveries of the Most Able Astronomers. Translated from the Original Chinese by M. W (London: J. 

Nicholson, 1757). 
78 Stephen Prickett, ‘Introduction’, in The Blackwell Companion to the Bible in English Literature, ed. by 

Rebecca Lemon (Malden, Mass.: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012), pp. 335–51 (p. 336). 
79 Gladstone and Cooney, ‘Opening New Paths for Scholarship: Algorithms to Track Text Reuse in ECCO’, 

pp. 316–63. 
80 20 texts contained reuses belonging to the genres lit_mod and/or poet_mod, and 10 texts reused lit_class 

and/or poet_class; NB: due to the limitations outlined in section 3, this number should be regarded as an 

approximation. 
81 see e.g. Kay Gilliland Stevenson, ‘Reading Milton, 1674–1800’, in A New Companion to Milton (John Wiley 

& Sons, Ltd, 2016), pp. 529–46 <https://doi.org/10.1002/9781118827833.ch35>; Pat Rogers, ‘Introduction’, 

in The Cambridge Companion to Alexander Pope, ed. by Pat Rogers (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2007), pp. 1–13; Kate Rumbold, ‘“So Common-Hackneyed in the Eyes of Men”: Banal Shakespeare and the 

Eighteenth-Century Novel’, Literature Compass, 4.3 (2007), 610–21 <https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-

4113.2007.00444.x>; Stephen Jarrod Bernard, ‘Edward Bysshe and “The Art of English Poetry”: Reading 

Writing in the Eighteenth Century’, Eighteenth-Century Studies, 46.1 (2012), 113–29. 
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should not be taken as a victory of the Moderns over the Ancients.82 As highlighted 

by a number of scholars, classical antiquity continued to influence various aspects 

of Early Modern British culture, ranging from education to literature and political 

philosophy.83 Multiple studies have investigated the Early Modern reception of 

important classical authors such as Virgil and Horace, or the influence of antiquity 

on individual eighteenth-century authors like Alexander Pope.84 The intertextual 

relationship between eighteenth-century utopian thinking and classical antiquity—

including how classical quotations were deployed to reinforce the utopian author’s 

socio-political critique—has yet to be studied, however.85 In this corpus, five out of 

thirty-five authors reuse text snippets from classical authors.86 Most notably, this 

small sample exhibits a high level of diversity in terms of the classical texts and 

authors reused, viz. twelve different authors, of which 9 originally wrote in Latin 

and 3 in Greek.87 References to Latin authors are exclusively in the original 

language, whereas Greek authors such as Homer and Aristotle are often cited in 

translation or accompanied by an English translation. For instance, the anonymous 

author of A History of the Customs, Manners, and Religion, of the Moon reuses a 

 
82 The classical influence on eighteenth-century literature is often framed within the Ancients vs Moderns 

debate, such as references to the ‘Augustan’ period in the older scholarship, e.g. Ralph Cohen, ‘The Augustan 

Mode in English Poetry’, Eighteenth-Century Studies, 1.1 (1967), 3–32 <https://doi.org/10.2307/3031665>; 

Howard Erskine‐Hill, ‘Augustans on Augustanism: England, 1655–1759’, Renaissance and Modern Studies, 

11.1 (1967), 55–83 <https://doi.org/10.1080/14735786709366358>. For a recent overview of the Ancients and 

Moderns debate, see Ancients and Moderns in Europe: Comparative Perspectives, ed. by Paddy Bullard and 

Alexis Tadié (Oxford, UK: Voltaire Foundation, 2016). 
83 see e.g. Philip Ayres, Classical Culture and the Idea of Rome in Eighteenth-Century England (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1997); Freyja Cox Jensen, Reading the Roman Republic in Early Modern England 

(Leiden ; Boston: Brill, 2012); Antiquity and Enlightenment Culture: New Approaches and Perspectives, ed. 

by Felicity Loughlin and Alexandre Johnston (Leiden: Brill, 2020); The Oxford History of Classical Reception 

in English Literature: Volume 3 (1660-1790), ed. by David Hopkins and Charles Martindale (Oxford ; New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2012).   
84 e.g. Tanya Caldwell, Virgil Made English: The Decline of Classical Authority (New York, NY: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2008); Matthew Fox, ‘Cicero during the Enlightenment’, in The Cambridge Companion to Cicero, 

ed. by Catherine Steel (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013), pp. 318–36; Daniel J. Kapust, ‘Cicero 

and Eighteenth-Century Political Thought’, in The Cambridge Companion to Cicero’s Philosophy, ed. by Jed 

W. Atkins and Thomas Bénatouïl (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2021), pp. 268–83; David Money, 

‘The Reception of Horace in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries’, in The Cambridge Companion to 

Horace, ed. by Stephen Harrison (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), pp. 318–33; James M. 

Horowitz, ‘Ovid in Restoration and Eighteenth-Century England’, in A Handbook to the Reception of Ovid, ed. 

by John F. Miller and Carole E. Newlands (Hoboken: Wiley, 2014), pp. 355–70; David Hopkins, Conversing 

with Antiquity: English Poets and the Classics, from Shakespeare to Pope, Classical Presences (Oxford ; New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2010). For an overview of the scholarship from 2010 onwards, see Ian Calvert, 

‘Recent Scholarship on Classical Literature and the Eighteenth Century’, Literature Compass, 19.10 (2022), 

e12682 <https://doi.org/10.1111/lic3.12682>. 
85 On the influence of classical antiquity on sixteenth- and seventeenth-century utopian thinkers, see e.g. Anna-

Maria Hartmann, ‘The Strange Antiquity of Francis Bacon’s New Atlantis’, Renaissance Studies, 29.3 (2015), 

375–93 <https://doi.org/10.1111/rest.12084>; J. C. Davis, ‘Thomas More’s Utopia: Sources, Legacy and 

Interpretation’, in Alternative Worlds Imagined, 1500-1700: Essays on Radicalism, Utopianism and Reality, 

ed. by James Colin Davis (Cham: Springer International Publishing, 2017), pp. 173–96 

<https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-62232-3_8>.  
86 Samuel Madden, John Kirkby, the anonymous author of A History of the Customs, Manners, and Religion, 

of the moon, William Thomson, and Thomas Northmore 
87 Latin authors: Horace, Nepos, Terence, Cicero, Juvenal, Lucretius, Virgil, Caesar, Tacitus 

Greek authors: Homer, Aristotle, Diogenes Laertius 
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passage from Alexander Pope’s translation of Homer’s Iliad without attribution.88 

This practice is not surprising, since, in the eighteenth century, Pope’s translation—

or more accurately, adaptation—of the Iliad was highly popular and considered an 

important work in its own right.89 It is therefore likely that the anonymous utopian 

author expected his contemporaries to recognise the source.  

The only other author in the corpus to refer to Greek authors, Thomas 

Northmore, relies on both English translations and the Greek original in his work 

Memoirs of Planetes (1795). The epigraph is a citation from Aristotle’s Politeia 

accompanied by an English translation. Northmore’s work also contains 

monolingual Greek quotations of Diogenes Laertius and Aristotle.90 In this corpus, 

Northmore is the author with the most diverse body of classical references; in 

addition to the two Greek authors, he quotes Caesar’s De Bello Gallico, Cicero’s 

De Republica, and Tacitus’ Annales.91 Northmore’s work exemplifies how 

eighteenth-century utopian thinkers utilised classical quotations to underscore their 

socio-political critiques. Northmore’s desire for political reform has already been 

identified by A.A. Markley, who notes his fascination with the political philosophy 

of William Godwin and characterises Euthus, the protagonist’s interlocutor, as a 

‘mouthpiece of Godwinian political philosophy’.92 However, Markley has not 

considered how the reuse of classical texts, with which contemporaries were 

intimately familiar, also served to further Northmore’s politically reformist 

intentions. The majority of classical reuse in Memoirs of Planetes occurs in the 

context of a discussion of systems of government, in which the protagonist, 

Planetes, ostensibly defends Britain’s mixed constitution by referring to the 

writings of Cicero, Tacitus, Diogenes Laertes and Aristoteles.93 As noted by David 

Lieberman, drawing on classical authors as political authorities was a common 

rhetorical strategy in eighteenth-century debates about the constitution.94 Here, 

Northmore’s protagonist, Planetes, acts as proxy for thinkers that eulogise the 

British constitution as a model, most notably Jean Louis Delolme and William 

Blackstone, both of whom used the same passages of Cicero and Tacitus in their 

works.95 However, rather than for the politically orthodox purpose of defending the 

 
88 [Anonymous], A History of the Customs, Manners, and Religion, of the Moon ([Dublin]: [John Hillary], 

1782), p. 76. Passage reused: Iliad, Book V, 369-374 
89 George Steiner, ‘Homer in English Translation’, in The Cambridge Companion to Homer, ed. by Robert 

Fowler (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), pp. 363–75. 
90 [Thomas] [Northmore], Memoirs of Planetes: Or a Sketch of the Laws and Manners of Makar. By 

Phileleutherus Devoniensis (London: Vaughan Griffiths, 1795), p. 61. Passages reused: Diogenes Laertius 

(Zeno, VII.133), Aristotle (Politeia, III.6, 1776 and 1778 transl.),  
91 Caesar (De Bello Gallico, I, 14 and VI, 21); Tacitus (Annales, IV. 33) 
92 A. A. Markley, Conversion and Reform in the British Novel in the 1790s: A Revolution of Opinions (New 

York: Palgrave Macmillan US, 2009), p. 155 <https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230617858>. 
93 [Northmore], Memoirs of Planetes, p. 61. 
94 David Lieberman, ‘The Mixed Constitution and the Common Law’, in The Cambridge History of Eighteenth-

Century Political Thought, ed. by Mark Goldie and Robert Wokler (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2006), pp. 317–46 (p. 317) <https://doi.org/10.1017/CHOL9780521374224.013>. 
95 see Jean-Louis Delolme’s The Constitution of England (first translated from French in 1775), and William 

Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Laws of England (1765), both of which were reprinted frequently  
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British constitution, Northwood reuses these quotations to ridicule the very notion 

of Britain as a political model and instead embraces the concept of popular 

sovereignty, considered a radical political position at the time.96 Analysing the 

contexts in which popular and well-known texts are reused helps with recovering 

how lesser-known utopian authors situated themselves and their works within 

eighteenth-century political thought. 

Most text reuse occurrences in eighteenth-century utopian works are not by 

other utopian works. Further investigation is needed to determine whether this 

signifies a genuine absence of an identifiable utopian discourse, or whether text 

reuse detection on its own fails to capture such discourses in their full scale and 

complexity. Whilst there seem to be no large-scale patterns of inter-utopian text 

reuse in the eighteenth century, there are multiple instances of seventeenth-century 

utopias being reused, viz. the lunar voyages written by John Wilkins and English 

translations of Cyrano de Bergerac and Giovanni Paolo Marana’s Espion du Grand-

Seigneur (1684). Marana’s work is a collection of letters purportedly written by a 

Turkish visitor to the French court, with the author utilising an imaginary Other as 

a means for commenting on contemporary political happenings.97 According to the 

ESTC, the work was first translated into English in 1687 under the title Letters Writ 

by a Turkish Spy and was retranslated and reprinted multiple times in the eighteenth 

century.  

The literary device of utilising an imaginary Other to comment on socio-

political issues remained popular in eighteenth-century Europe, bolstered not least 

by the publication of Montesquieu’s Lettres persanes (1721).98 One of the works 

 
96 The notion of Britain as a political model was especially common amongst eighteenth-century Francophone 

thinkers such as Voltaire, who used Britain as a contrast to the political situation in France, see e.g. John Leigh, 

‘Voltaire and the Myth of England’, in The Cambridge Companion to Voltaire, ed. by Nicholas Cronk, 

Cambridge Companions to Literature (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), pp. 79–92 

<https://doi.org/10.1017/CCOL9780521849739.006>; Claude J. Nordmann, ‘Anglomanie et anglophobie en 

France au XVIIIe siècle’, Revue du Nord, 66.261 (1984), 787–803 <https://doi.org/10.3406/rnord.1984.4047>. 

For an overview of eighteenth-century debates about parliamentary and popular sovereignty, see e.g. H. T. 

Dickinson, ‘The Eighteenth–Century Debate on the Sovereignty of Parliament’, Transactions of the Royal 

Historical Society, 26 (1976), 189–210 <https://doi.org/10.2307/3679078>; Richard Tuck, ‘Democratic 

Sovereignty and Democratic Government: The Sleeping Sovereign’, in Popular Sovereignty in Historical 

Perspective, ed. by Quentin Skinner and Richard Bourke (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016), pp. 

115–41 <https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781316418024.006>. 
97 Virginia H. Aksan, ‘Is There a Turk in the Turkish Spy?’, Eighteenth-Century Fiction, 6.3 (1994), 201–14 

<https://doi.org/10.1353/ecf.1994.0035>; Béatrice Guion, ‘L’Espion du Grand Seigneur, ou l’invention du 

roman épistolaire oriental’, Littératures classiques, 71.1 (2010), 187–202 

<https://doi.org/10.3917/licla.071.0187>. There is a longstanding debate about the authorship of the English 

translation, see e.g. William H. McBurney, ‘The Authorship of the Turkish Spy’, PMLA, 72.5 (1957), 915–35 

<https://doi.org/10.2307/460370>; Joseph E. Tucker, ‘On the Authorship of the “Turkish Spy”: An “État 

Présent”’, The Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America, 52.1 (1958), 34–47. 
98 Such works were popular in multiple languages (e.g. French, English, German, Swedish) and employed 

diverse characters as a critical foil, such as Chinese people, Jewish people, Native Americans, e.g. Ange 

Goudar, L’espion chinois ou L’envoyé secret de la cour de Pékin : pour examiner l’état présent de l’Europe : 

traduit du chinois, 6 vols (Cologne: [n.pub.], 1765); [Hans] [Bergeström], Indianiske bref. Eller Utförl. 

beskrifning öfwer twänne obekanta rikens moraliska, politiska och oeconomiska beskaffenhet (Karlskrona, 

1770); [Anonymous], Letters from a Moor at London to His Friend at Tunis: Containing an Account of His 

Journey Through England, with His Observations on the Laws, Customs, Religion and Manners of the English 



28 

 

reusing the Turkish Spy—entitled Letters written in London by an American Spy 

and published anonymously in 1786—belongs to this very tradition. The work 

consists of a series of letters allegedly written by an American between 1764 and 

1785, who e.g. criticises the slave trade and encourages Colonial Americans to 

boycott the importation of mainland British goods in protest of the Stamp Act 

1765.99 It is likely that the author deliberately reuses the Turkish Spy to signify his 

adherence to this tradition, perhaps banking on contemporaries’ familiarity with the 

Turkish Spy to convince them of the merit of his own critique. The author who 

draws the most on the seventeenth-century utopian tradition is David Russen. In his 

lunar voyage Iter Lunare (1703), Russen reuses snippets from the Turkish Spy, John 

Wilkins’ 1640 Discourse Concerning a New World, as well as two English 

translations of Cyrano de Bergerac’s L'Autre Monde: ou les États et Empires de la 

Lune (1657), namely by Thomas Sydserf (1659) and Archibald Lovell (1687).100 

Examining the particular snippets reused by Russen shows that he tended to favour 

the 1659 translation, since the only parts of the 1687 translation identified by the 

algorithm as reuse are verbatim copies of the earlier translation. In addition to 

tracking the reception of a work through verbatim quotations, text reuse detection 

further allows for the recovery of its translation history. 

The absence of large-scale text reuse by other eighteenth-century utopian works 

potentially indicates that the utopian discourse was diachronic rather than 

synchronic, or that imitations of utopias in the eighteenth century tended to consist 

of the use of shared literary devices such as the lunar voyage and continuations of 

previous works rather than verbatim quotations.101 A notable exception to this 

absence of inter-utopian text reuse is the 1741 utopia  A New Journey to the World 

in the Moon, which borrows extensively from Daniel Defoe’s The Consolidator 

(1705).102 Whilst scholars have debated the textual relationship between Defoe’s 

 
Nation (London: J. Batley and J. Wood, 1736); [Heinrich Ernst] [Teuthorn], Briefe eines reisenden Juden über 

den gegenwärtigen Zustand des Religionswesens unter den Protestanten und Catholicken, und über die 

Auferstehung Jesu, 4th edn ([n.p.]: [n.pub.], 1781). The subtitles of these works all show their respective 

author’s intent to intervene in ongoing contemporary debates about politics and religion. 
99 [Anonymous], Letters Written in London by an American Spy. From the Year 1764 to the Year 1785 (London: 

S. Crowder and J. Bew, 1786). 
100 David Russen, Iter Lunare: Or, a Voyage to the Moon. Containing Some Considerations on the Nature of 

That Planet: The Possibility of Getting Thither. With Other Pleasant Conceits about the Inhabitants, Their 

Manners and Customs. (London: J. Nutt, 1703); on the reception history of Cyrano in English, see Line 

Cottegnies, ‘“That Famous Wit and Cavaleer of France”: The English Translation of Cyrano de Bergerac in the 

1650s’, Canadian Review of Comparative Literature / Revue Canadienne de Littérature Comparée, 46.2 

(2019), 318–35 <https://doi.org/10.1353/crc.2019.0024>; and James McCabe, ‘Cyrano De Bergerac En 

Angleterre: Réception Outre-Manche de l’oeuvre et de la pensée de l’écrivain français’, Revue de Littérature 

Comparée, 281 (1997), 31–58. 
101 So-called ‘Robinsonades’ and ‘Gulliveriana’ were written throughout the century, see e.g. Rewriting 

Crusoe: The Robinsonade across Languages, Cultures, and Media, ed. by Jakub Lipski (Lewisburg, 

Pennsylvania: Bucknell University Press, 2020); Ashley Marshall, ‘Gulliver, Gulliveriana, and the Problem of 

Swiftian Satire’, Philological Quarterly, 84.2 (2005), 211–39. 
102 [Daniel] [Defoe], The Consolidator : Or, Memoirs of Sundry Transactions from the World in the Moon. 

Translated from the Lunar Language, by the Author of The True-Born English Man, 2nd edn (London: B. 

Bragge, 1705); [Anonymous], A New Journey to the World in the Moon. Containing, I. A Full Description of 

the Manner of the Author’s Performing His Journey; and His Reasons Why Former Lunarian Travellers Could 
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work and two other lunar voyages that were published in the same year, the reuse 

of text passages from The Consolidator in the 1741 lunar voyage has not previously 

been identified.103 The latter work ought not be characterised as an unimaginative 

imitation, but rather as an example of a successful integration of text reuse snippets 

into new contexts. Defoe’s political intention in writing The Consolidator, namely, 

to critique the treatment of Dissenters, has already been highlighted in the existing 

scholarship.104 The 1741 work was also written with the intention to intervene in 

ongoing political debates, and its author purposely adapts Defoe’s work to fit the 

contemporary socio-political situation. For instance, Defoe’s imaginary peoples 

that act as a stand-in for Dissenters and other religious groups are replaced by the 

‘Jacogretzians’, a thinly-veiled reference to the Jacobites.105 Here, text reuse 

detection allows for the quick identification of the intellectual relationship between 

two works, whilst a close reading and contextualisation of both texts shows how 

this large extent of text reuse was a deliberate choice on the part of the later utopian 

author. 

This section has concentrated on how text reuse in eighteenth-century utopian 

thinking is marked by the interconnection between contemporary print culture, 

genre popularity, and individual utopian authors’ efforts to persuade their 

contemporaries of the merits of their socio-political critiques. The following section 

will focus on the opposite direction of text reuse, viz. how a utopian work was 

reused in a non-utopian text for political purposes that are diametrically opposed to 

the original utopian author’s intentions. The utopian work used as case study—

Francis Gentleman’s lunar voyage A Trip to the Moon (1764)—includes a speech 

designed to depict Cromwell as a hypocrite and demagogue, which was later reused 

in a pro-Cromwellian work. Since the original utopian text and the work reusing it 

are relatively obscure, they exemplify how text reuse detection reveals patterns of 

influence and political transformations that would not have been discovered without 

the use of computational tools.  

 
Not Find Their Way Thither: With an Exact Account of the Different Roads, for Their Future Direction. II. The 

History of the Several Sovereigns, Religion, Politics, Elections, &c. of the Lunar World, for above an Hundred 

Years Last Past to the Present Time, 2nd edn (London: C. Corbett, 1741). 
103 e.g. Rodney M. Baine, ‘Daniel Defoe’s Imaginary Voyages to the Moon’, PMLA, 81.5 (1966), 377–80 

<https://doi.org/10.2307/460827>; Joyce Deveau Kennedy, ‘The Case for Defoe’s Authorship of the 

“Consolidator” Pamphlets’, Huntington Library Quarterly, 39.1 (1975), 77–89 

<https://doi.org/10.2307/3816788>. 
104 Most notably by Baine, ‘Daniel Defoe’s Imaginary Voyages to the Moon’. In general, The Consolidator is 

studied to a considerably lesser extent than other works by Defoe. 
105 cf. [Defoe], The Consolidator, pp. 41–42. and [Anonymous], A New Journey to the World in the Moon, pp. 

16–18. For an overview of Jacobitism in eighteenth-century literature, see Howard Erskine-Hill, ‘Literature 

and the Jacobite Cause’, Modern Language Studies, 9.3 (1979), 15–28 <https://doi.org/10.2307/3194277>; 

Murray G. H. Pittock, Poetry and Jacobite Politics in Eighteenth-Century Britain and Ireland, Cambridge 

Studies in Eighteenth-Century English Literature and Thought (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994) 

<https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511519093>. 
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5 Cromwell on the Moon: Reusing Utopias for 
Political Purposes 

Lunar voyages were a staple of eighteenth-century utopian thinking, since they 

enabled utopian authors to comment on contemporary socio-political issues by 

using the moon as a critical foil.106 However, much of the existing scholarship 

concentrates on the scientific and technological elements contained in these works, 

treating lunar voyages solely as precursors of modern science fiction rather than 

analysing them as expressions of political thought.107 This section focuses on 

Francis Gentleman’s lunar voyage A Trip to the Moon (1764), which contains a 

speech by Cromwell on the moon, in which he is depicted as a hypocrite and 

demagogue. Six years later, this speech was reused in its entirety by a pro-

Cromwellian work entitled The Political Beacon, which included a dedication to 

the Sons of Liberty. Combining a micro-level analysis of the individual text 

snippets reused with close reading and contextualisation of the two texts, this 

section shows how both works were used to intervene in ongoing meso-level 

debates about liberty, republicanism, and the right to revolution. The reuse of 

Gentleman’s utopian work was a deliberate choice on the part of the anonymous 

 
106 For a bibliography of eighteenth-century English-language lunar voyages, see Nicolson, Voyages to the 

Moon. The intention to critique the contemporary socio-political status quo is often evident in a work’s subtitle, 

e.g. Aratus [pseud.], A Voyage to the Moon Strongly Recommended to All Lovers of Real Freedom (London: 

[n.pub.], 1793); [Anonymous], A History of the Customs, Manners, and Religion, of the Moon; 

Pythagorolunister [pseud.], A Journey to the World in the Moon. A Dream: Containing, an Historical Relation, 

(as Receiv’d from a Lunar Philosopher) from Above an Hundred Years Last Past to the Present Time, of the 

Most Material Occurrences, as to the Religion, Politics, &c. of the Inhabitants of That Globe. And Particularly, 

Their Manner of Elections. By Pythagorolunister (London: Charles Corbett, 1740); Murtagh McDermot, A Trip 

to the Moon; Containing Some Observations and Reflections, Made by Him during His Stay in That Planet, 

upon the Manners of the Inhabitants (London: J. Roberts, 1728); [William] [Thomson], The Man in the Moon; 

or, Travels into the Lunar Regions, by the Man of the People: Vol. 1, 2 vols (London: J. Murray, 1783). Non-

English lunar voyages with a similar critical aim include e.g. [Louis-Abel] [Beffroy de Reigny], La constitution 

de la lune : rêve politique et moral par le Cousin-Jacques (Paris: Froullé, 1793); [Anonymous], Un habitant 

de la lune aux français (Paris: [n.pub.], 1794). 
107 e.g. Ryan Vu, ‘Science Fiction before Science Fiction: Ancient, Medieval, and Early Modern SF’, in The 

Cambridge History of Science Fiction, ed. by Eric Carl Link and Gerry Canavan (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2019), pp. 13–34 <https://doi.org/10.1017/9781316694374.003>; Nina Engelhardt, ‘“Real 

Flight and Dreams of Flight Go Together”: High Technology and Imaginary Heights in Early Modern and 

Postmodern Science Fiction’, Space and Culture, 23.4 (2020), 382–93 

<https://doi.org/10.1177/1206331218819714>; Catherine Gimelli Martin, ‘Sailing to the Moon: Francis Bacon, 

Francis Godwin and the First Science Fiction’, in Literature in the Age of Celestial Discovery: From 

Copernicus to Flamsteed, ed. by Judy A. Hayden, Palgrave Studies in Literature, Science and Medicine (New 

York: Palgrave Macmillan US, 2016), pp. 109–32 <https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-137-56803-8_6>. Adam 

Roberts notes the satirical element common in many eighteenth-century lunar voyages, but does not analyse 

them in depth since his focus lies on science fiction elements, see Adam Roberts, The History of Science Fiction, 

Palgrave Histories of Literature, 2nd edn (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016), chap. 5. David Cressy’s analysis 

concentrates exclusively on the seventeenth-century tradition, see David Cressy, ‘Early Modern Space Travel 

and the English Man in the Moon’, The American Historical Review, 111.4 (2006), 961–82 

<https://doi.org/10.1086/ahr.111.4.961>. 
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author, namely to support his portrayal of Cromwell as a protector of English 

liberties irrespective of Gentleman’s original intention.  

Francis Gentleman’s lunar voyage A Trip to the Moon, which was published in 

1764 under the pseudonym ‘Sir Humphrey Lunatic, Bart.’, has received little 

sustained scholarly attention so far.108 In his biographical overview, Robert 

Shaughnessy characterises Gentleman’s writings as ‘competent but mediocre’.109 As 

the Dublin-born son of a British army captain, Francis Gentleman formed part of 

the Anglo-Irish, a socio-political elite in eighteenth-century Ireland that boasted 

such illustrious members as Jonathan Swift, Oliver Goldsmith and Laurence 

Sterne.110 Gentleman’s Anglo-Irish background helps to explain the negative 

assessment of Oliver Cromwell present in the work, as Cromwell was viewed in a 

negative light in eighteenth-century Ireland due to his brutal treatment of the Irish 

population during the English Civil War.111 The fictitious family of Gentleman’s 

protagonist, the ‘Lunatics’—which could potentially be a stand-in for Gentleman’s 

own family—also express personal grievances about Cromwell and the English 

Civil War. A Trip to the Moon begins with a lengthy recapitulation of the Lunatic 

family history, where Sir Whimsical Lunatic, the great-grandfather of the 

protagonist, is expelled from Parliament and fined for equating Cromwell’s title of 

Lord Protector with that of a tyrant.112  

This characterisation of Cromwell as a tyrant is reprised later in the work, 

namely in a speech by Cromwell on the moon. In Gentleman’s work, the moon 

fulfils the function of a critical foil to the status quo on earth. This comparative 

function of the moon is evident in the subtitle of the work, namely ‘an account of 

the island of Noibla. Its inhabitants, religious and political customs’ where ‘Noibla’ 

is an anagram of ‘Albion’, a poetic name for Britain. In contrast to British society, 

‘where scarce any Thing but Self-Love, and its Train of sordid Consequences 

 
108  The work is listed in Marjorie Hope Nicholson’s bibliography, where it is described as a ‘dull and 

undistinguished parody of the cosmic voyage’, see Nicolson, Voyages to the Moon, p. 281. Gregory Claeys 

also lists the work, but does not attribute it to Gentleman, see ‘Chronology of Main Eighteenth-Century British 

Utopian and Anti-Utopian Texts’, in Utopias of the British Enlightenment, ed. by Gregory Claeys (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1994), pp. xxix–xxxii <https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511840869.003>. 
109 Shaughnessy’s biographical overview does not mention A Trip to the Moon, instead concentrating on 

Gentleman’s works on theatre criticism, Robert Shaughnessy, ‘Gentleman, Francis (1728–1784), Playwright 

and Essayist’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, 2013 <https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/10525>. 
110 On the Anglo-Irish identity in the eighteenth century, see e.g. David Hayton, ‘Anglo-Irish Attitudes: 

Changing Perceptions of National Identity Among the Protestant Ascendancy in Ireland, ca. 1690–1750’, 

Studies in Eighteenth-Century Culture, 17.1 (1988), 145–57 <https://doi.org/10.1353/sec.1988.0009>; Thomas 

Bartlett, ‘“A People Made Rather for Copies than Originals”: The Anglo-Irish, 1760-1800’, The International 

History Review, 12.1 (1990), 11–25. 
111 Jonathan Swift’s hatred of the ‘cursed Hell-Hound’ Cromwell is explored in J.A. Downie, ‘Disappointed 

Swift’, Eighteenth-Century Ireland / Iris an Dá Chultúr, 26 (2011), 11–23. For an overview of Irish views of 

Cromwell, see e.g. ‘Cromwell’s Irish Reputation’, in Cromwell’s Legacy, ed. by Jane A. Mills (Manchester ; 

New York : New York: Manchester University Press, 2012); Sarah Covington, ‘“The Odious Demon from 

Across the Sea”: Oliver Cromwell, Memory and the Dislocations of Ireland’, in Memory before Modernity: 

Practices of Memory in Early Modern Europe, ed. by Erika Kuijpers and others (Leiden: Brill, 2013), pp. 149–

64.  
112 [Francis] [Gentleman], A Trip to the Moon: Containing an Account of the Island of Noibla. Its Inhabitants, 

Religious and Political Customs, &c. By Sir Humphrey Lunatic, Bart (York: A. Ward, 1764), pp. 6–7. 
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prevails’, the moon is ‘a Country much to be admired, and a People, in many Points 

highly deserving imitation’.113 This does not necessarily mean that Gentleman 

envisioned the society on the moon as an ideal and blueprint to be implemented as-

is, but rather signifies his overall aim of criticising eighteenth-century British 

society by using a non-existent place as a socio-political comparison.  

In addition to Cromwell, several historical persons from Antiquity and the 

Early Modern period—such as Alexander the Great, Henry VIII, and Louis XIV—

appear on the moon and are judged by its inhabitants for their behaviour on earth.114 

Gentleman’s depiction of Cromwell is a wholly negative one, namely as a 

demagogue who seeks to ingratiate himself with the people of Noibla and who is 

‘full of the same Hypocrisy which led him to the Protectorship of England’.115 On 

the moon, Cromwell gives a speech to the inhabitants in which he seeks to justify 

his part in the English Civil War.116 As a ‘Master of the same insinuating Arts of 

Popularity’, Cromwell almost succeeds in convincing the inhabitants of the moon 

that he has acted as ‘the Assertor of Liberty’, before Charles II intervenes by 

showing that Cromwell’s papers contain a plan for ‘bringing the Island of Noibla 

under monarchical Government’. The enraged Noiblans subsequently punish 

Cromwell by appointing him to the ‘Common Cryer’, a humiliating political office 

which Cromwell views ‘with infinite disgust’.117 Gentleman’s portrayal of 

Cromwell on the moon is that of a man who abuses the concept of liberty to upend 

the existing political order and gain political power for his own sake.  

The speech, in which Cromwell argues that rebellion is justified if a monarch 

infringes the liberties of his subjects, is reused in its entirety by a pro-Cromwellian 

work, which was published anonymously in 1770 and entitled The Political 

Beacon.118 The work purports to be an ‘impartial enquiry into the character of Oliver 

Cromwell’119, but this supposed impartiality is quickly abandoned in favour of a 

partisan portrayal of ‘our British hero’.120 The section of the Political Beacon, in 

which Gentleman’s speech by Cromwell on the moon is reused, encourages the 

reader to view Cromwell in a different light to how ‘he has hitherto by many been 

 
113 [Gentleman], A Trip to the Moon, pp. 13–14. 
114 [Gentleman], A Trip to the Moon, pp. 59–69. 
115 [Gentleman], A Trip to the Moon, p. 70. 
116 [Gentleman], A Trip to the Moon, pp. 70–75. 
117 [Gentleman], A Trip to the Moon, pp. 70, 75. 
118 The work is briefly mentioned by Roger Howell as an example of Cromwell being utilised in the context of 

radical political ideas, but the reuse of Gentleman’s utopian work is not mentioned here, see Roger Howell, 

‘The Eighteenth-Century View of Oliver Cromwell’, in Cromwelliana (Exeter: The Cromwell Association, 

1979), pp. 19–33. 
119 [Anonymous], The Political Beacon: Or the Life and Character of Oliver Cromwell, Impartially Illustrated. 

Containing an Historical Account of His Political Transactions and Connections, Which Carried on, and at 

Length Effected the Grand Revolution. In a Series of Letters. Together with a Parallel, in the Manner of 

Plutarch, between the Acting Political Characters of That Time, and Those of the Last Nine Years (London: J. 

Swan, 1770), p. 7. 
120 [Anonymous], The Political Beacon, p. 11. 
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represented’.121 Here, text reuse directly contributes to the author’s overall aim of 

portraying Cromwell as a defender of English liberties. The author of the Political 

Beacon does cite the Trip to the Moon as origin of the speech, describing the lunar 

voyage as an ‘ingenious performance’ and characterising Cromwell’s speech on the 

moon as in ‘no ways inconsistent with his history’.122 However, Gentleman’s 

criticism of Cromwell as a hypocrite and demagogue is conveniently ignored by the 

pro-Cromwellian author of the Political Beacon. In contrast to Gentleman’s 

portrayal of Cromwell as a man who covers his personal ambitions under the veneer 

of liberty, the author of the Political Beacon regards Cromwell as a committed 

defender of English liberties against a monarch who is abusing his powers. The 

author goes so far as to accord Cromwell a quasi-heroical status, stating that ‘his 

original struggle for liberty, and the glory he acquired for England, must render his 

name famous, if not dear, to latest posterity’.123  

Such a positive characterisation of Cromwell was already a politically 

unorthodox position in the eighteenth century, but acquires an even greater degree 

of political radicality when considering the editor’s dedication of the work to the 

‘Sons of Liberty, in general, wheresoever dispersed, and however oppressed, and 

to the free-spirited Bostonians in particular’.124 At the time of the work’s publication 

in 1770, political unrest in the Thirteen Colonies, and especially in Massachusetts, 

was growing, and it is not unlikely that the Political Beacon was published after the 

Boston Massacre, a clash between an agitated crowd and British soldiers that 

occurred on 5 March 1770 and led to five civilians being shot dead. Bostonian 

political radicals quickly mythologised the event as a confrontation between liberty 

and the tyranny of the British soldiers.125 A similar monumental struggle between 

liberty and tyranny forms the undercurrent of the Political Beacon and it is possible 

that the work was not only written with the intent of rehabilitating Oliver Cromwell, 

 
121 [Anonymous], The Political Beacon, p. 356. For an overview of eighteenth-century views of Cromwell in 

the context of debates about republicanism, see Peter J. Kitson, ‘“Not a Reforming Patriot but an Ambitious 

Tyrant”: Representations of Cromwell and the English Republic in the Late Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth 

Centuries’, in Radicalism in British Literary Culture 1650-1830 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2002), pp. 183–200. Kitson does not mention Gentleman or The Political Beacon, however. 
122 [Anonymous], The Political Beacon, p. 356. 
123 [Anonymous], The Political Beacon, p. 356. 
124 [Anonymous], The Political Beacon, p. iii. The radical nature of this dedication is mentioned by Howell, 

but not linked to ongoing political debates about liberty, see Howell, ‘The Eighteenth-Century View of Oliver 

Cromwell’, pp. 24–25. Investigations of radical political thought in eighteenth-century Britain tend to focus on 

the period after the American Revolution or the 1790s, e.g. Arthur Sheps, ‘The American Revolution and the 

Transformation of English Republicanism’, Historical Reflections / Réflexions Historiques, 2.1 (1975), 3–28. 
125 Kurt W. Ritter, ‘Confrontation as Moral Drama: The Boston Massacre in Rhetorical Perspective’, Southern 

Speech Communication Journal, 42.2 (1977), 114–36 <https://doi.org/10.1080/10417947709372339>; Peter 

Messer, ‘“A Scene of Villainy Acted by a Dirty Banditti, as Must Astonish the Public”: The Creation of the 

Boston Massacre’, The New England Quarterly, 90.4 (2017), 502–39 <https://doi.org/10.1162/tneq_a_00639>. 

For an overview of the Boston Massacre and its historiography, see Neil Longley York, ‘Rival Truths, Political 

Accommodation, and the Boston “Massacre”’, Massachusetts Historical Review, 11 (2009), 57–95. The extent 

to which political ideas, such as liberty, precipitated and shaped the American Revolution remains a much-

debated topic. The seminal work advocating the centrality of ideas of liberty to the revolution is Bernard Bailyn, 

The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution, 2nd edn (Cambridge, Massachusetts; London: Belknap 

Press, 1992). 
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but also of galvanising support for the grievances of the American colonists.126 The 

author of the Political Beacon explicitly draws parallels between Cromwell—who 

is lionised as defender of English liberties against a monarch abusing his powers, 

and ultimately overthrowing said monarch—and the American colonists, who are 

portrayed as struggling against an overreaching colonial government.  

Reusing Gentleman’s speech of Cromwell on the moon for the opposite 

political purposes to Gentleman’s original intention was a deliberate choice on the 

part of the author of the Political Beacon, namely to support the work’s overall goal 

of rehabilitating Cromwell and expressing support for the grievances of the 

American colonists, most likely after the Boston Massacre. Whilst the author of the 

Political Beacon attributes the reused speech to the Trip to the Moon, both works 

are obscure enough that previous scholars have not recognised the reuse. Here, text 

reuse detection can reveal unknown instances of reuse, that, once contextualised, 

add to the existing scholarship on perceptions of Oliver Cromwell in the eighteenth 

century, ongoing debates about liberty, as well as the relationship between radical 

political positions and early support for the grievances of the American colonists. 

 

 

 
126 According to James C. Spalding, on the eve of the American Revolution, Patriots drew connections between 

their own position and the Puritans, see ‘Loyalist as Royalist, Patriot as Puritan: The American Revolution as 

a Repetition of the English Civil Wars’, Church History, 45.3 (1976), 329–40 

<https://doi.org/10.2307/3164267>. For an overview of parliamentary support of the American colonists,  see 

Frank O’Gorman, ‘The Parliamentary Opposition to the Government’s American Policy 1760-1782’, in Britain 

and the American Revolution, ed. by H. T. Dickinson (London ; New York: Addison Wesley Longman, 1998), 

pp. 97–123. 
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6 Conclusion 

This thesis has used the Reception Reader to study patterns of text reuse in 

eighteenth-century utopian thinking on three interconnected levels—the macro-, 

meso-, and micro-level—demonstrating that the relationship between text reuse and 

utopian thinking is complex and multi-faceted. Not to be understood as mindless 

copying, text reuse formed an important part of an eighteenth-century writer’s 

rhetorical arsenal and reflects contemporary print culture, genre popularity, and 

individual authors’ positions within these cultural phenomena. Utopian authors 

reused snippets of earlier utopian works to signal their belonging to a shared critical 

tradition and leveraged contemporaries’ familiarity with well-known works—such 

as the Bible, poetry by John Milton or Alexander Pope, and classical authors like 

Homer and Horace—to advance arguments that criticised the socio-political status 

quo. Thomas Northmore, in his Memoires of Planetes (1795), employed quotes by 

Cicero and Tacitus, which were commonly used to defend Britain’s constitution 

and parliamentary sovereignty, to advocate for popular sovereignty. Later utopian 

writers also liberally adapted earlier works to suit their political needs, such as the 

1741 work A New Journey to the World in the Moon borrowing heavily from 

Defoe’s The Consolidator (1705)—a critique of the treatment of Dissenters—to 

comment on Jacobitism. Utopian works did not escape similar, politically 

motivated, transformations at the hands of non-utopian authors, often contrary to 

the utopian author’s original socio-political intentions. Parts of Francis 

Gentleman’s lunar voyage A Trip to the Moon (1764), in which Oliver Cromwell is 

depicted as a demagogue, were later reused by a pro-Cromwellian work. Text reuse 

detection facilitates the study of how lesser-known utopian authors exploited print 

culture and genre popularity to make interventions in socio-political debates, thus 

extending the existing understanding of the relationship between eighteenth-

century utopian thinking, print culture, and political thought. 

By demonstrating that text reuse detection can bring new historiographical 

insights into eighteenth-century utopian thinking, this thesis has simultaneously 

contributed to the existing scholarship on utopias and on text reuse. This thesis 

builds on the existing historiographical tradition of combining text reuse detection 

with an intellectual history approach, most notably previous studies on the reception 

of well-known individual thinkers such as Lucretius and Hume and on larger 

patterns of reuse in the entire ECCO dataset.127 This thesis has shown that text reuse 

detection is an equally viable method for analysing a small-to-medium-sized corpus 

of diverse and often unknown authors. Most of the utopian works in this corpus 

 
127 Gladstone and Cooney, ‘Opening New Paths for Scholarship: Algorithms to Track Text Reuse in ECCO’; 

Spencer and Tolonen, ‘Book History and the Eighteenth-Century Reception of David Hume’s “Essays” in the 

British Atlantic World: A Preliminary View’. 
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have previously received little scholarly attention. The greatest strength of text 

reuse detection tools, such as the Reception Reader, is that they bring these obscure 

texts to the fore, allowing historians to interpret the findings with their domain-

specific knowledge. The close reading and contextualisation of individual texts 

remain crucial, and it is precisely through the combination of traditional and 

computational history methods that new insights can be gained. Whilst individual 

instances of text reuse are unlikely to produce major historiographical revolutions, 

they are nevertheless important, most notably by enabling historians to connect 

lesser-known texts to ongoing socio-political debates and prevalent cultural 

practices. 

Whilst this thesis has focused exclusively on verbatim text reuse, there is a 

strong potential for extending the study of eighteenth-century utopian thinking by 

employing semantic similarity detection, which would capture allusions and 

paraphrases. The findings of verbatim text reuse detection often confirm existing 

large-scale cultural patterns, such as the popularity of certain genres and authors: 

e.g. religious works or the poetry of Alexander Pope. Novel and 

historiographically-significant findings of verbatim text reuse tend to be more 

author-centric, i.e. investigating the rhetorical purposes for which an author reused 

a certain text. These findings show how individual authors transform texts and 

deliberately subvert cultural patterns to intervene in socio-political debates—and 

thus add to the existing historiography of these debates—but are not of the calibre 

that would challenge prevalent understandings of these larger cultural patterns in 

themselves. In contrast, the findings generated by semantic similarity detection are 

more likely to be ideas-centric and have a greater potential for not only unearthing 

unknown and unexpected intellectual influences, but to significantly reshape 

existing understandings of entire discourses and large-scale cultural patterns. 

Studying eighteenth-century utopian texts with semantic similarity detection would 

offer a big step towards a more extensive appreciation of why utopian thinking 

mattered in the eighteenth century. 
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Appendix 1: List of utopian works 

year author title ECCO ID 

1702 N/A Elysium or, the state of love and honour in the 

superiour regions of bliss: being an account of a 

tour lately made into those delicious groves and 

fields of light. Containing A New Discovery of 

the Situation, Clime, Soil and Product of that 

happy Country. Also The Exercises and 

Fruitions of the Inhabitants: With other 

Surprising Relations 

1140100100 

1703 Russen, David Iter Lunare; or, a Voyage to the Moon. 

Containing some considerations on the nature of 

that planet: the possibility of getting thither. 

With other pleasant conceits about the 

inhabitants, their manners and customs 

0258401300 

1705 Defoe, Daniel The consolidator; or, memoirs of sundry 

transactions from the world in the moon. 

Translated from the lunar language, by the 

author of The true-born English man 

0159101600 

1705 Defoe, Daniel The consolidator; or, memoirs of sundry 

transactions from the world in the moon. 

Translated from the lunar language, by the 

author of The true-born English man 

0771800400 

1705 Defoe, Daniel A journey to the world in the moon 0101902300 

1705 Defoe, Daniel A journey to the world in the moon 1420300500 

1705 Defoe, Daniel A second, and more strange voyage to the world 

in the moon 

1420300600 

1707 Russen, David Iter Lunare; or, a Voyage to the Moon. 

Containing some considerations on the nature of 

that planet: the possibility of getting thither. 

With other pleasant conceits about the 

inhabitants, their manners and customs 

0600900100 

 

1713 N/A A new voyage to the island of fools; 

representing the policy, government, and present 

state of the Stultitians. By a noble Venetian. 

Inscrib'd to the Right Honourable, the Lord 

Ferdinando. Translated from the Italian 

0111501800 

1725 Haywood, Eliza Memoirs of a certain island adjacent to the 

Kingdom of Utopia; Written by a celebrated 

0024400300 
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author of that Country; now translated into 

English 

1726 Haywood, Eliza Memoirs of a certain island adjacent to the 

Kingdom of Utopia 

0429900400 

1726 Haywood, Eliza Memoirs of a certain island adjacent to the 

Kingdom of Utopia 

0429900502 

1727 Brunt, Samuel A Voyage to Cacklogallinia 0083900700 

1728 McDermot, 

Murtagh 

A trip to the moon 0083900800 

1733 Madden, Samuel Memoirs of the twentieth century 0497900500 

1736 N/A Letters from a Moor at London  0236200400 

1737 N/A Letters from a Moor at London  1261700800 

1741 N/A A new journey to the world in the moon 0083800500 

1743 N/A The king's most gracious speech a thousand 

years hence 

0052101600 

1745 Kirkby, John The Capacity and Extent of the Human 

Understanding 

0012800800 

1746 Kirkby, John The Capacity and Extent of the Human 

Understanding 

0795600700 

1747 Kirkby, John The Capacity and Extent of the Human 

Understanding 

1244800200 

1747 Kirkby, John The Capacity and Extent of the Human 

Understanding 

1514600200 

1749 N/A The Royal African 0144200100 

1754 N/A The Royal African 0791800400 

1755 N/A A voyage to the world in the centre of the earth 0976500300 

1757 N/A The history of Israel Jobson, the Wandering Jew 0032900900 

1763 N/A The reign of George VI 0036600200 

1764 Burgh, James An account of the first settlement, laws, form of 

government, and police, of the Cessares, a 

people of South America 

0651601300 

1764 Gentleman, 

Francis 

A trip to the moon 0187200300 

1765 Gentleman, 

Francis 

A trip to the moon 1434300901 

1765 Gentleman, 

Francis 

A trip to the moon 0187200400 

1765 Lettice, John The council in the moon 0080102200 

1766 Lettice, John The council in the moon 0300401100 
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1769 Lawrence, Herbert The Life and Adventures of Common Sense 1351001100 

1771 Lawrence, Herbert The Life and Adventures of Common Sense 0920000401 

1771 Lawrence, Herbert The Life and Adventures of Common Sense 0920000402 

1778 N/A The Travels of Hildebrand Bowman 0027500400 

1782 N/A A History of the customs, manners, and religion, 

of the moon 

1670400200 

1783 Thomson, 

William 

The man in the moon 0201000101 

1783 Thomson, 

William 

The man in the moon 0201000102 

1784 N/A The air-balloon 1280400600 

1784 N/A The modern atalantis 0199301100 

1785 N/A An Account of Count D'Artois and his friend's 

passage to the moon 

1445401100 

1785 Celadon The Golden Age 1496601300 

1785 N/A The aerostatic spy 1293500201 

1785 N/A The aerostatic spy 1293500202 

1786 N/A The balloon, or Aerostatic Spy 0005200401 

1786 N/A The balloon, or Aerostatic Spy 0005200402 

1786 N/A Letters written in London by an American spy 1688701000 

1787 Markoe, Peter The Algerine spy in Pennsylvania 1657200700 

1789 Thomson, 

William 

Mammuth, Or Human Nature Displayed on a 

Grand Scale 

1567200201 

1789 Thomson, 

William 

Mammuth, Or Human Nature Displayed on a 

Grand Scale 

1567200202 

1790 Richardson, 

Jasper 

A True and Faithful Account of the Island of 

Veritas 

0381800500 

1793 Aratus A Voyage to the Moon Strongly Recommended 

to All Lovers of Real Freedom 

0061802600 

1795 Northmore, 

Thomas 

Memoirs of Planetes; Or a Sketch of the Laws 

and Manners of Makar 

0018700300 

1800 N/A Some account of an existing correspondence 

now carrying on between the inhabitants of the 

moon, and the natives of old England 

1212403100 

1800 N/A Some account of an existing correspondence 

now carrying on between the inhabitants of the 

moon, and the natives of old England 

0436700100 
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Appendix 2: Genre coding table 

abbreviation category example works 

ad advertisement advertisements, booksellers and printers' 

catalogues, imprints 

hist_class classical history Ancient Greek and Roman history and 

biography (e.g. Tacitus’ Annales, Nepos) 

hist_mod modern history e.g. Medieval history, English Civil War 

leg legal texts statutes, legal commentaries and legal 

philosophy 

lit_class classical literature Ancient Greek and Roman political, 

philosophical or fictional works e.g. Cicero, 

Aristotle  

lit_mod modern literature travel literature, other novels that do not 

contain utopian devices 

per periodicals magazines, journals 

poet_class classical poetry Ancient Greek and Roman poetry, e.g. 

Horace, Virgil 

poet_mod modern poetry poems and poetry anthologies 

pol political political texts, pamphlets, and satires 

rel religious and theological 

works 

the Bible, prayer books, theological tracts 

(e.g. sermons), religious philosophy 

utop utopian works works with utopian literary devices, e.g. 

imaginary voyage, lunar voyage, fictitious 

letters 

N/A NOT AVAILABLE reuse could not be detected 

sci scientific works works about scientific topics, e.g. astronomy, 

botany, geography 
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