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Abstract 

This paper represents the root causes of Hazaras persecution in 

Afghanistan through ethno-religious and psycho-cultural approaches, using 

Protracted Social Conflicts (PSC) and Relative Deprivation (RD) frameworks. 

The Hazara community has been subject to persecution in variety of ways 

including assassinations, physical torture, enslavement, forced displacement, 

kidnapping, and target attacks by both state and non-state actors. This study 

explored multifrontal causes consisting international connection, structural 

inequalities, communal cleavages, access to economy and power, and 

interpersonal and ingroup values contributed to Hazaras persecution in 

Afghanistan. This study argues that the excessive persecution and 

discrimination against Hazara community was founded, particularly by Abdul 

Rahman in 1890s which shaped the ethno-religious and psycho-cultural 

approaches of Hazaras afterward. The ethno-religious and psycho-cultural 

approaches led the common thinking against Hazaras in the form of wrong 

identification, wrong myths, false consciousness, and ill-definition of Hazaras 

as monolithic Shi’as who have consistently been labelled as “Kafirs,” 

unbeliever, and decedents of Genghis Khan.  

The persecution of Hazaras can be studied through the lens of PSC, 

manifests the longstanding inter-state and intra-state conflicts, and RD depicts 

comparison of disadvantagedness of an individual or a group with other 

individuals and groups.  

Key words: Hazaras persecution, ethno-religious, psycho-cultural, 
Afghanistan, protracted social conflicts, relative deprivation, case study, 
Abdul Rahman, Taliban, IS-K, Pashtuns, Kafirs. 



 
 

 

Acknowledgments  

 
I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Dr Anders Persson, 

my thesis supervisor, for his unwavering guidance, support, and motivation 

throughout of my research journey. His expertise and insight were highly 

invaluable in shaping this research project. Additionally, I express my heartfelt 

appreciation to the esteemed members of the Political Science Department, 

comprising the head of the department, my dedicated lecturers, and professors 

who consistently guided and supported me to enhance my understanding in the 

field. Moreover, I am deeply grateful of Dr Sayed Asker Mousavi, Dr Yaqub 

Yasna, Dr Hafiz Shariati Sahar, Sheikh Azizullah Malistani, and other 

anonymous interviewees who participated in my research and contributed their 

time, knowledge, and expertise. I acknowledge that the importance of the 

participants contribution and collaboration in my academic endeavours were 

crucial elements in producing quality research. 

Thank you all for your invaluable contributions to my thesis and my academic 

journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Table of Contents 
 
1. Introduction 7 
1.1 Previous Research 11 

1.2 Limitation 13 

1.3 Disposition 14 

2. Research Question 15 

3. Objective 15 

4. Methodology 16 

4.1 Case study 16 

4.2 Data triangulation 17 

4.3 Interview 18 

4.3.1 Interview guide 19 

4.3.2 Target group 19 

4.3.3 Ethical consideration 21 

4.4 Interview methods 21 

4.4.1 Open-ended interview 22 

4.4.2 Online interview 22 

5. Theoretical perspective 23 

5.1 Protracted Social Conflicts 23 

5.1.1 Structural inequalities 25 

5.1.2 Communal cleavages 26 

5.1.3 International Connection 27 

5.2 Relative deprivation 29 

5.2.1 Welfare and economic access 33 

5.2.2 Interpersonal and intergroup values 34 

5.2.3 Power 34 

6. Analysis 36 

6.1 Protracted Social Conflicts 36 

6.1.1 International connection 38 

6.1.2 Communal cleavages 40 

6.1.3 Structural inequalities 42 

6.2 Relative Deprivation 43 

6.2.1 Welfare and economic access 45 



 
 

 

6.2.2 Interpersonal and ingroup values 47 

6.2.3 Power 49 

7. Conclusions 51 

7.1 Answering Research Question 51 

7.1.1 PSC components 51 

7.1.2 RD components 53 

7.2 Theoretical conclusions 55 

7.3 Methodological conclusions 55 

7.4 Empirical conclusions 56 

7.5 Issues for further research 57 

Appendices 58 

Appendix one: Glossary 58 

Appendix two: Interviews 59 

Reference 60 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Table of Contents 
List of tables 
 
Table 1 a short introduction of target groups ........................................................ 20 

Table 2 the summarize of PSC and RD components and their implications. ........... 35 

 

List of abbreviations 

AAN– Afghanistan Analyst Network 
CIA– Central Intelligence Agency 
DFAT – Australian Government’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
EUAA – European Union Agency for Asylum 
GRD – Group Relative Deprivation 
H– Hypothesis 
HR– Human Rights 
IRD – Individual Relative Deprivation 
IS-K– Islamic State of Khorasan 
ISI– Inter-Services Intelligence 
NATO – North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
PSC – Protracted Social Conflict 
RD – Relative Deprivation 
RQ – Research Question 
UK– The United Kingdom 
UN – United Nations 
UNAMA– United Nations Assistance Mission for Afghanistan 
US– The United States 
USSD– United States Department of State 
WW2– World War II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 

7 (66) 

1. Introduction  
 

The occupation of Mazar-e-Sharif, the Capital of Balk province in the north of Afghanistan, 

by Taliban in 1998, Mullah Abdul Manan Niazi who was killed in May 2021, also former 

Taliban spokesperson in 1998, announced that:  

 

Hazara! Where are you escaping? If you jump into the air, we will grasp your legs, if you 

enter the earth, we will grasp your ears. Hazara are not Moslems. You can kill them. It's 

not a sin. Oh Hazara, become Moslems and pray [to] God as us. We won't let you go away. 

Every border is in our control (Frantzell, 2011, p. 30; Marie, 2013, p. 95; Burnside, 2021; 

Alton et al., 2022, p. 57). Moreover, he declared that Tajiks to Tajikistan, Uzbeks to 

Uzbekistan, Turkmen to Turkmenistan, and Hazaras to Iran or the graveyard – this is 

Afghanistan (cited in Frantzell, 2011, p. 30). 

 

This study, distinctively from the rest of the Hazaras studies, is exploration of causes of 

Hazaras persecution in the light of ethno-religious and psycho-cultural approaches of Hazaras 

through two well-developed theoretical perspectives. The author’s contribution in this paper is 

twofold: interrogate the causes for Hazaras persecution through data triangulation and analysing 

the collected data according to Protracted Social Conflicts (PSC) and Relative Deprivation 

(RD). PSC which was developed by Edward E. Azar termed to explain longstanding intra-state 

and inter-state conflicts, while RD was evolved by Samuel Stouffer in 1949. It emancipates the 

social inequalities and ethno-socio-religious discrimination in societies. Therefore, these 

theories are found relevant for the ethno-religious and psycho-cultural predicament of Hazaras 

in Afghanistan. Social discrimination is an obvious widespread phenomenon everywhere, 

especially in the Third World. In polyethnic composition of Afghanistan, Hazaras are regarded 

as one of the fifty-odd ethnic groups (Mousavi, 1998, p. 1). While Hazaras community has 

witnessed the development of Hazara-phobia and anti-Hazara mechanism over the last one and 

half century. They have experienced physical torture, assassinations, exile, kidnapping, selling 

into slavery, and bomb explosion fundamentally due to their distinctive physical appearance, 

ethnicity, and religious beliefs. These crimes predominantly committed by both Afghan-ruled 

state and non-states actors, with the term "Afghan" is used to referring specific ethnic of Pashtun 

rather than as a national identity for all citizens. Historically, the Australian Government’s 
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Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT, 2017, p. 4) reported that approximately 60% 

of the entire Hazara population were omitted from Afghanistan by Amir Abdul Rahman Khan, 

a Pashtun king, in the late 19th century, while the violence dated back in the early 1800s (Marie, 

2013, p. 91). The escalation of violence in the late 19th and the beginning of 20th centuries 

through different means obliged Hazaras to leave their fertile lands in the southern parts of 

country to dwell geopolitically in the harsh and impassable landscape such as Hindu Kush 

mountains.  

 

Consequently, it socially, politically, culturally, and economically underdeveloped them in 

Afghanistan. The persecution of Hazaras in Afghanistan can be studied through the lens of 

protracted social conflicts because it manifests the perennial hostile social interaction, enmity, 

and societal clashes in inter-state and intra-state societies. In the context of Afghanistan, 

protracted social conflict has multi-causal factors but disparity on identity recognition is one of 

them. For a Hazara, Tajik, or Hindu citizen of Afghanistan it would be wrong to say Afghan 

just like for a Scotsman to say English or for an Englishman to say Welsh (Mousavi, 1998, p. 

5). It has been argued that the process of Afghanization or Pashtunism has been started since 

1800s onwards to impose tribal domination of Pashtuns over the other ethnic groups in 

Afghanistan. Unfortunately, most of the Pashtunism or Afghanization theory has been 

supported by foreigners and influential powers (Mousavi, 1998, p. 7) which has had a leading 

role in escalation of intra-state conflict in Afghanistan. Similarly, the evidence shows that it 

would be easier to compromise on the benefits but not on identity (Azar & Moon, 1986, p. 401). 

Afghan nationalism is a taboo, something which is prohibited by social culture or 

unmentionable, for non-Pashtun citizens of Afghanistan (Mousavi, 1998, p. 5,) especially for 

Hazaras. The persecution of Hazaras could have link to disparity on national identity through 

the British Empire puppet, Abdul Rahman. It could be the critical reason that Hazaras have 

been a challenge for Afghanization theory and coercive imposition of Pashtun superiority. 

Hazaras were deemed as stubborn and disobedient by Afghan-ruled dictatorial system. Thus, 

social conflict and RD of Hazaras lasted for decades because they were considered as a threat 

to security and stability of Pashtuns superiority in Afghanistan.  

 

Afghanistan diversity has never been reflected into political institutions of Afghanistan due 

to the fact that Afghanistan has been ruled by Pashtuns over the decades. Therefore, the Pashtun 
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ethnocentric theory officially practiced since then. Consequently, non-Pashtun citizens have 

been isolated, especially Hazaras and Uzbeks, particularly those who settled in the remote 

zones. Also, the Taliban, who are primarily Pashtun, undertook the same Pashtunims policy 

when they invaded Afghanistan in 1996 to 2001 (Adeney, 2008, pp. 554, 538,) and they still 

have the same policy. The structural inequalities in political system of Afghanistan stems from 

Afghanization theory, indicating to stamping Pashtun identity and their superiority over non-

Pashtuns through dictatorial and authoritarian system. According to all findings the asymmetric 

distribution of resources with reference to power, geography, and economy are correlated with 

communal cleavages (racial, ethnic, religious, and cultural) and hostility (Azar & Moon, 1986, 

p. 397). One can reflect on the announcement of Mullah Niazi on the existence of a communal 

cleavages in Afghanistan, who addressed all the non-Pashtuns to elsewhere and Hazaras to 

graveyard or Iran in 1998. However, Taliban persecuted almost all non-Pashtun ethnic groups 

in 1998, Hazaras experienced exceptional ethnic cleansing and torture right after this 

announcement in Mazar-e-Sharif and other places in Afghanistan. The given ethno-religious 

identity to Hazaras who were assumed as monolithic Shi’as despite all Hazaras are not Shi’a 

and all Shi’as are not Hazara in Afghanistan contributed to their persecution in Afghanistan. In 

addition, Shi’as were deemed as Kafirs, unbelievers or non-Muslims, which had an inevitable 

impact on the image of Hazaras in extremely traditional Islamic state of Afghanistan. After the 

fall of Taliban in 2001, Hazaras were remained the number one target of systematic chain 

attacks by extremist groups, especially Taliban and the Islamic State of Khorasan (IS-K). The 

return of Taliban to power in August 2021, bell the commencement of another nightmare for 

Hazaras. Apart from all the atrocities of state and non-state actors, Hazaras have also struggled 

for articulation of their identity as a native resident of Afghanistan.  

 

It can be argued that apart from ethno-religious consciousness of Hazaras, psycho-cultural 

understanding of Hazaras can also have contribution in their social treatments in Afghanistan. 

There are many controversial discussions about the origin of Hazaras amongst historians. 

According to French Scholar, J. P. Ferrier (1857, p. 221 cited in Sarabi, 2006, p. 11) Hazaras 

have been inhabited Afghanistan since of the Alexander the Great, whilst some historian believe 

that Hazaras are the decedents of the great Mongolian emperor, Genghis Khan, who arrived to 

the territory (today called Afghanistan) in 13th century with his armies, though this opinion is 

widely discredited (Desautels-Stein, 2005, p. 159; Zabriskie, 2008, p. 7). According to Steve 

Utterwulghe (1999,) who investigated about PSC in Rwanda, argued that the conflict in Rwanda 
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is protracted due to the ill-definition of many complicated issues existed into the case. The cause 

for Rwanda's protracted conflict is not only structural issues such as destitution, populousness, 

and so on, but psycho-cultural issues regarding to identities such as misrecognition, fake stories, 

distrust, and phobia. According to Utterwulghe (1999) all these factors constituted the main 

challenge in the form of psycho-cultural approach led the common thinking into mass killing 

in Rwanda. It can be argued that the longstanding Hazaras persecution can have many factors 

such as asymmetric distribution of power and resources, ethno-religious factors, but surely false 

consciousness, ill-definition, and wrong identification of Hazaras deeming as “Kafirs” and as 

decedents of Genghis Khan which led the common thinking have great contribution in the 

context of Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan. 

 

However, the persecution of Hazaras dates back to decades, there has not been done any 

theoretical research devoted on the root causes of persecution practice in Afghanistan. Most of 

the theories focused on conflicts housed in the Middle East and south Asia. This study is a case 

of Hazaras persecution, the forgotten people. Therefore, there is a necessarily scope for research 

to study Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan by taking a look at variety of aspects of elements 

which cause pains for Hazaras in the light of PSC and RD. Despite PSC dedicated for study of 

Arab-Israeli conflict in Middle East, and the RD was evolved in the USA and then applied for 

Apartheid in South Africa can also be befitting for psycho-cultural and ethno-religious 

approaches of Hazaras study in Afghanistan. Hazaras are remained underdeveloped and 

marginalized due to multi-fronted oppressions. The obvious example of these can be manifested 

from the report of the USSD HR in 2017 stated that "societal discrimination against Shia 

Hazaras continued along class, race, and religious lines in the form of extortion of money 

through illegal taxation, forced recruitment and forced labour, physical abuse, and detention" 

(UK Home Office, 2018, p. 19). Based on studies, being relatively deprived because of ethnicity 

in a country would have many detrimental consequences: from having mental health issues, 

involving into protests, and in the worst conditions engaging into terrorist activities (Smith et 

al., 2012, p. 203). Relatively deprived people feel their disadvantagedness which enormously 

invoke their feelings, cognition, and behaviour. Hazara community has been relative deprived 

in Afghanistan in the contexts of investment, fair employment, provision of social facilities, 

and security. To develop an in-depth understanding about Hazaras persecution the role of PSC 

and RD would be inevitable. Throughout this study I will fundamentally address the following 

question: 
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What are the causes of Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan according to protracted social 

conflicts and relative deprivation theories?  

 

1.1 Previous Research  
 

While Hazaras have been exposed to great massacre since 18th century in Afghanistan, 

it seems like this people have been forgotten as an extinct ethnic group due to significantly less 

academic research on their longstanding persecution in Afghanistan. However, a significant 

number of studies existed in Hazara field, they are basically anthropological or sociological in 

nature rather than as case study on the massive killing and various types of persecution of 

Hazaras in Afghanistan. Hence, this paper, will contribute to filling the gap of literature on 

Hazaras persecution in two ways. Firstly, conducting a case study to figure out the causes of 

Hazaras persecution and secondly, analysing the triangulated materials grounded on the 

protracted social conflicts and relative deprivation. Sayed Askar Mousavi, the author of The 

Hazaras of Afghanistan: an Historical, Cultural, Economic, and Political Study, which was the 

first scholarly study of Hazara until 1998 (Mousavi, 1998, p. 1,) has an impressive contribution 

in developing a comprehension about Hazaras of Afghanistan. The book embarks the readers 

on a reading journey of Hazaras societal fluctuating turmoil condition from 1890s to 1998. The 

discussion in the book flows with the mystical origin of Hazaras then social and cultural 

structure of Hazaras following with historical events of 1890s and then the significant 

development of Hazara community between 1919 to 1978 have been explained (1998, pp. xvi-

xvii). Many scholarly articles have been published about Hazaras since then. However, 

Elizabeth E. Bacon (1951) and Wilfred Thesiger (1955) have also written journal articles about 

Hazaras of Afghanistan, namely The Inquiry into the History of the Hazara Mongols of 

Afghanistan and The Hazaras of Central Afghanistan, subsequently, which did not account for 

humanistic situation of Hazaras. In addition, Khaled Hosseini, his best-seller novel book The 

Kite Runner (2003,) represents the story of a Hazara boy, named Hassan, who is the subject of 

perpetuated ostracization, hatred, and prejudice by Pashtun boys due to being a Hazara. 

Basically, the book reflects how a Hazara child is mistreated and ostracized by other children 

in neighbourhood and in the big picture it would be a reflection on social condition of Hazaras 

in Afghanistan, especially during the civil war. 
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Moreover, Justin Desautels-Stein (2005) wrote an article about the Rites and Rights in 

Afghanistan: The Hazara and the 2004 Constitution. This article explores the constitutional 

multi-tribal cultural mosaic of Afghanistan. In which everyone is protected by law, and no one 

is privileged and unprivileged based constitution. Constitutional protection of minority groups; 

particularly, the Hazaras in Afghanistan after the fall of Taliban by US-led NATO mission in 

Afghanistan in 2001. The article quite interesting due to a holistic discussion on Hazaras 

constitutional contribution in politics. The work of Denise Phillips (2011,) the Autor of 

Wounded memory of Hazara refugees from Afghanistan: Remembering and forgetting 

persecution, can also be considerably significant due to reflection on the wounded history of 

Australian Hazara refugees and shed a light on the brutal subjugation of Hazaras and their 

persecution in Afghanistan. The study of Annika Frantzell (2011) is mentionable who looked 

at the widespread Hazaras discrimination in Afghanistan by concentration on the lack of state 

investment and development polices and economic stratification in Hazarajat, Hazara majority 

provinces. Similarly, in 2014, Melissa Kerr Chiovenda authored The Illumination of 

marginality: how ethnic Hazaras in Bamiyan, Afghanistan, perceive the lack of electricity as 

discrimination. However, this article focused on the lack of state electricity provision to 

Bamiyan province (mainly inhabited by Hazaras,) it puts a light how Hazara community was 

biased and excluded from developmental state policies. 

 

Furthermore, Afghanistan: The Status of the Shi’ite Hazara Minority (2012,) a journal 

by Amin Saikal, is an academic work which has a multidimensional discussion on historical 

persecution of Hazaras, Taliban's violence and anti-Hazara policies, and melioration of situation 

for Hazara community after the US-led NATO mission in Afghanistan. Apart from all the 

endeavours in regard to Hazaras study, Farzana Marie (2013) in her master thesis, Confronting 

Misconstrued Histories: Creativity Strategies in the Hazara Struggle toward Identity and 

Healing, investigated about Hazaras social nonviolence movements to the response to 

systematic longstanding Hazaras persecution and brutalities of Sunni Muslims extremist groups 

to ruin their culture and omit their identity. The response of Hazaras to all these oppressions, 

has been developing nonviolence strategies such as getting education, engaging into academic 

investigation, and political activism. The significant purpose for nonviolence strategies has 

been to overcome the challenges, commemorate their lost history and repair their lost identity.  
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The study of Hazaras is not confined to academic research by scholars, many 

considerable pieces of research and inquiries have been done by some states and impartial 

institutions for various purposes such as to the response of asylum application of Hazaras and 

enhancing comprehension on humanistic condition of Hazaras in Afghanistan. In this case, the 

UK and Australia have made a lot of efforts in exploring about humanistic situation of Hazaras 

in Afghanistan. In 2018, the UK Home Office published the result of an inquiry, Country Policy 

and Information Note Afghanistan: Hazaras, in which Hazaras persecution has been examined. 

The inquiry recognized that 90% of Hazaras are Shi'a Muslims (UK Home Office, 2018, p. 6). 

However, Hazaras filled senior government position, they have been deprived of senior civil 

service positions or they held some positions without actual competence and their political 

parties mostly confronted discrimination while policy formulation. The overall findings 

explored that the rate of discrimination existed against Hazara community did not account for 

a serious risk life. Nevertheless, according to recent inquiry of cross-party Parliamentarians of 

both Houses of the UK, The Situation of the Hazara in Afghanistan (August 2022,) Hazaras 

have been exposed to serious risk of genocide on behalf of extremist groups: Taliban and IS-K. 

The report calls for an immediate protection of Hazara community. The first half of 2022 was 

found to be deadly months for Hazaras due to the fact that several Hazaras public gatherings 

such as schools and mosques were targeted of bomb explosions which left hundreds dead and 

wounded. Apart from all these studies on Hazaras, this thesis represents a distinguishing study 

based on ethno-religious and psycho-cultural definition of Hazaras in Afghanistan through the 

lens of PSC and RD which has never been done before. Therefore, the lack of research in this 

field, highly necessitated a scope for research in this specific area.  

  

1.2 Limitation  
 

Limitation indicates to some potential weaknesses which can be seen in any research 

studies. This could be related to research design, statistical model, funding limitation or other 

factors. Sometimes, the potential limitation could have influenced the outcome of study. 

Therefore, the author should acknowledge the occurrence of possible limitations (Theofanidis 

& Fountouki, 2018, p. 156). Also, it is an undeniable fact that humans research inevitably 

influenced with biases, it is because researchers’ intent is to achieve certain outcomes without 

critically examining their own predispositions. Therefore, I have been realistic and honest about 
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the possible occurrence of bias in this thesis due to the fact the author is also a Hazara and 

experienced ethnic persecution as all Hazaras do. Similarly, the evidence also states that 

researcher should be truthful about his or her position and the occurrence of bias (Cousin, 2005). 

However, the author has attempted to perform data triangulation and interview the experts to 

avoid occurrence of bias, still the bias might have happened in terms of selection of target 

groups from victim group. The target groups who have been interviewed have been experts 

from the Hazara community and non-experts. To have an in-depth understanding and 

comprehension on the selected topic, it would have been helpful if the author could interview 

participants from antagonist groups such as the leaders of Pashtuns, Taliban, IS-K, Kochis (a 

nomadic tribe of Pashtun,) and other anti-Hazara movement, but due to constraint of time and 

security reasons the author was not able to do that. Another possible limitation for this study 

could be the lack of field observation. Due to life risk the author was not able to do the field 

observation which could be a limitation for this study; however, the data triangulation has 

reduced the risk of limitation and added reliability to this study. Similarly, according to Robert 

K. Yin (2018, p. 46) the objective of reliability in research study is to ensure to reduce the 

occurrence of possible biases and mistakes in a study. 

 

1.3 Disposition  
 

This study consists of six parts: introduction, previous research, data triangulation, 

theoretical perspectives, analysis, and conclusions. The introduction part provides an overall 

picture of the study and zoom on the objective of this research, while previous research points 

on the work of other scholars who have been engaged with Hazara studies. It clarifies the scope 

for further studies on Hazara study and distinctive characteristic of this study from the rest of 

studies available on Hazaras. The methodology part depicts the suitable chosen methods for 

this thesis. For instance, case study method was selected because the case study method 

provides more in-depth understanding of Hazaras persecution in the context of real-world 

perspective. The case study of Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan has been done through data 

triangulation to reduce the risk of bias. The fourth section of this thesis is allocated to theoretical 

perspectives which is probably the most important part of the study. The theory part helped the 

author to frame his thoughts and develop a comprehensive understanding of phenomena under 

the study. The fifth part of this thesis is the analysis which is a significant part of this study 

because Hazaras persecution has been analysed through the lens of two well-developed theories 
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and triangulated data. The analysis also served as troubleshooting section which identified the 

causes for Hazaras persecution. The last part is conclusions. This section concludes the whole 

study and come up with the solid points on why Hazaras are persecuted in Afghanistan.  

2. Research Question  
 
Throughout this study, an attempt will be made to investigate diverse aspects of Hazaras 

longstanding persecution in Afghanistan through case study research method by data 

triangulation and empirical research such as interview. Generally, the purpose of the author is 

to figure out the causes for Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan by profiling and analysing 

Hazaras persecution based on PSC and RD. The theoretical framework will be applied to not 

only to provide reasons for protractedness of conflicts but also it will examine the multi-faceted 

influence of relative deprivation of Hazara community in Afghanistan.  

3. Objective  
 
The solid objective of thesis is to look at the causes of Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan 

due to the lack of any previous research in the field of causes of Hazaras persecution in 

Afghanistan through the lens of PSC and RD. To this aim, the author will make effort to 

magnify multi-fronted ethno-religious and psycho-cultural aspects of Hazaras persecution to 

develop understanding about the long-lasting violence against Hazara community in 

Afghanistan. To fulfil the research objective, apart from suitable methodological formula 

relying on prestigious literature evidence reports and inquiries from mass media and state and 

non-state institutions and empirical research such as interview will be used. Theoretical analysis 

will be used to shed a light on the triangulated data from the lens of theories which can help to 

come up with conclusive result. At the end, the conclusion of the research should provide a 

comprehensive understanding how of PSC and RD will have detrimental consequence for 

Hazaras in Afghanistan. In the long-term, this study might be a guideline for future international 

endeavours as a means to pressure any regime in Afghanistan to promote security condition for 

Hazara community in Afghanistan and prohibit the practice of Hazaras persecution in 

Afghanistan.  
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4. Methodology  
 

The methodology section of this thesis presents the structure of data collection which is 

designed based on case study. The case of Hazaras persecution will be studied and analysed 

based on two theoretical perspectives: protracted social conflicts and relative deprivation 

theory. To meet the research objective, I have used data triangulation which allows me use 

multiple data collection sources which not only increases validity of thesis but also will prevent 

of any biases.  

4.1 Case study 
 

In this thesis, Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan and the reasons that Hazaras have 

widely been persecuted, discriminated, and targeted of attacks will be studied. To obtain 

research objective, the author has selected case study method. It is because according to Yin 

(2018, p. 5) “case studies allow you to focus in-depth on a “case” and to retain a holistic and 

real-world perspective” (2018, p. 5). As the Hazaras study is a contemporary event in the real 

world, the case study can help to provide an in-depth understanding. According to Alexander 

L. George and Andrew Bennett (2005, p. 52) the cases should be selected not because of being 

easy or interesting rather it should be "an integral part of a good research strategy" (2005, p. 

52) which means that selection of case should help to develop a theory relevant to research 

objective. Study of Hazaras persecution is neither easy nor interesting for the author, but it has 

been selected based on necessity and deteriorated security condition of Hazaras in Afghanistan. 

For the author, the selection of Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan is vital for three reasons. 

Firstly, there is lack of the academic research on the causes of Hazaras longstanding persecution 

based on PSC and RD, and secondly research in this particular area is important since it might 

raise awareness about Hazara community who are under a serious risk of genocide in 

Afghanistan. Thirdly, conducting research in a midst turmoil condition of Afghanistan is full 

of risk and the fact that the country is currently ruled by Taliban whose leaders are considered 

international terrorists and are being prosecuted by the CIA. And similarly, it is essentially 

effective to disclose human rights violation against Hazara community in previous and current 

rule of Taliban to help Hazaras movement towards recognition of Hazara Genocide by United 

Nations. According to Yin (1994 cited in Zucker, 2016) the best way to conduct case study 

research is through a research protocol. It is because the research protocol serves as a tool to 
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increase the research validity and assist to as a procedural guidance in collecting data, coding, 

and analysing the collected data by interview. In addition, to have a successful case study 

research, Yin (2018, p. 9) suggested three conditions: (a) the kind of research questions, (b) the 

control of researcher on the actual event, and (c) the focus on the contemporary events. In this 

thesis, these criteria are fulfilled by focusing on the contemporary event, forming the 

explanatory “why” and “how” type questions, and controlling the event through the triangulated 

data.  

 

Moreover, to achieve research objectives, an appropriate research design is a 

prerequisite factor. Case study research endeavours to fulfil multiple objectives, consisting of 

explanatory, exploratory, and descriptive (Yin, 2018, p. 8; Mariano, 1993 cited in Zucker, 

2016). Therefore, the author has chosen the explanatory question type of case study method as 

an appropriate method to fulfil his research objective because the “why” and “how” type 

questions are favourable for the case studies in which the researchers explore the reason of 

something has happened (Yin, 1994 cited in Zucker, 2016; Yin, 2018, p. 11). Similarly, Robert 

K. Yin (1984, p. 13 cited in McLaughlin, 2000, p. 18) stated that case study is a suitable 

technique to explore about “how” or “why” type questions. This criterion matches the purpose 

of this thesis since the author wants to explore why Hazara community has been persecuted in 

Afghanistan since decades.  

4.2 Data triangulation 
 

After choosing an appropriate research method and formulating research design, it 

would be highly necessary to collect accurate and reliable data from the various resources. It is 

because data triangulation can help researchers to reach strong evidence (Cousin, 2005). 

Similarly, Yin (2018, p. 128) stated that using multiple sources could help reach convincing 

and accurate conclusion. Study of Hazaras and its persecution is socially sensitive matter issue; 

therefore, it is significant to collect data from various resources to avoid the occurrence of bias. 

According to Yin (2018, p. 113) there are six sources of evidence in case study: documentation, 

archival records, interviews, direct observations, participant-observation, and physical artifacts. 

Firstly, documentation is one sources of evidence in case study which is said to be relevant to 

every topic of case study and effective; however, it is not precise and without prejudice. 

Secondly, we can collect data from diaries, emails, letters, official reports, articles broadcasted 
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by mass media and newspapers (Yin, 2018, p. 115). Apart from using the evidence from the 

academic literature, the author attempted to use the reports and inquires which were done by 

third-party institutions and non-profit organizations to various purposes: to response the asylum 

crisis or to promote humanistic situation. Moreover, the report from international media which 

are more independent comparing to local media is also suitable to explore about target attacks, 

discrimination, and state policies concerning Hazaras in Afghanistan. Furthermore, data 

collection through the interview adds credit to validity of research study. The interview part 

would be the longest and complicated apart of research; thus, data gathering, and data analysis 

should be done concurrently (Cousin, 2005; Zucker, 2016). This might cut the time 

consumption and speed up the work.  

4.3 Interview 
 

Interview is regarded as one of the best sources of evidence for case study. It is because 

interview provide exposition for events by asking “why” and “how” type questions. It also 

manifests the interviewees perspectives in real-life context, and it should always be in “verbal 

report” since the investigator is more interested in individual perception of participants such as 

“opinions, attitudes, and meanings” about the event (Yin, 2018, pp. 118, 121). Comparably, 

according to Rubin and Rubin (2012, p. 37 cited in Flick, 2018, p. 217; Flick, 2014, p. 208) the 

interviewers should ask flexible questions which is based on response of interviewees to get 

more in-depth knowledge and experience of the participants on the selected topic. Flexibility 

creates scope for participants to reveal their honest views instead of providing short, simple or 

absolute answers. Similarly, according to Yin (2018, pp. 82-83) to have a good case study, the 

investigator should have the certain skills: asking good questions, being a “good” listener, good 

understanding of the subject, and consideration ethical issues (Yin, 2018, pp. 82-83). Rubin and 

Rubin (2012, pp. 116-119 cited in Flick, 2014, p. 208) divided interview questions into three 

parts: “main questions,” “follow-up questions,” and “probes,” but the most difficult part is when 

to pose follow-up questions and to probe them. In addition, the interviewer should create a 

friendly space where the interviewees have room to articulate their views and experience freely. 

The questions should be in simple language, while the interviewer should use scientific terms 

when the data analysis is processed (Flick, 2018, p. 219). Yin believes that the interviews in 

case study should be pre-fixed conversation instead of being structured questions. Despite it 

has been suggested that the queries should be stuck to the pre-guided line, the questions should 
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be “fluid rather than rigid” (Rubin & Rubin, 2011 cited in Yin, 2018, p. 118). Thus, the case 

study interview is called as “intensive interview,” “in-depth interview,” or “unstructured 

interview” (Weiss, 1994, pp. 207-208 cited in Yin, 2018, p. 118). Moreover, in case study 

interview, recording or notetaking is personal preference; although, recording is desirable and 

adds more credits to the work. Furthermore, it has been argued that the core purpose of 

investigator throughout the interview would be twofold: (a) the inquiry should be based on the 

prepared case study protocol and (b) the questions should be posed in a way not only avoid 

prejudice but also meet the needs of the study (Yin, 2018, p. 118). Three key ingredients of 

interview for this study descripted below:  

4.3.1 Interview guide 
 

The interview guide is a streamline or sets of guidance and principles that help the 

interviewer to fulfil interview objective. Before the outfit of interview, the interviewer has kept 

in mind the following guidance. The first and foremost, the author developed a strengthened 

interview streamline in flexible way, specifying which online platform to be used favourable 

for participants, prioritizing what questions should be asked and when (Flick, 2018, p. 220,) 

appraising the interview questions (Ulrich, 1999 cited in Flick, 2018, p. 219,) obtaining the 

participants’ consent in terms of recording their voices (Flick, 2018, p. 435,) and the consent 

should be obtained regarding the anonymity and data protection before the interview is started. 

Therefore, throughout the interview process, the interview guide helped me to fulfil my 

interview objective step-by-step. 

4.3.2 Target group 
 

Reaching to the right and well-acknowledged interviewees have fruitful impact on the 

outcome of study. Fortunately, I could reach experts and three anonymous interviewees for this 

study. The experts who participated in the interview have been outside of Afghanistan, except 

Sheik Azizullah Malistani who lives in Kabul. Surprisingly, he allowed me to reveal his identity 

but not record the interview. Thus, all the experts answered the questions with full peace of 

mind, but the anonymous participants had tension throughout the interview due to security 

reasons. Based on their condition, the identity protection of participants who requested to not 

reveal their names has been in my priority. Therefore, to protect their identity, the author has 
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used pseudonyms. All the interviews were conducted through online platforms such as Skype, 

WhatsApp, and Facebook. The interview process started from March 11 until March 25, 2023. 

The duration of interview for each interviewee has been different. Moreover, the target group 

who has been interviewed in this study have been Hazaras themselves. I have selected experts 

due to being specialized in the selected field. Similarly, according to evidence, interviewing 

experts could be highly recommended since they not only have interpretive knowledge and 

specialist comprehension of the subject under the study but also have holistic practical 

information (Flick, 2014, p. 228).  

Table 1 a short introduction of target groups 

Targe 

Groups 

 

Name 

 

Position 

 

Connection 

method 

 

Setting 

 

 

 

 

 

Experts 

Dr Sayed Askar 

Mousavi 

University lecturer, experts of 

Hazaras studies and researcher 

of Afghanistan studies 

 

Skype 

  

Iran 

Dr Yaqub 

Yasna 

University lecturer, writer  

WhatsApp 

 

Iran 

Dr Hafiz 

Shariati Sahar 

University lecturer, writer, and 

social activist 

 

WhatsApp 

 

Norway 

Sheikh 

Azizullah 

Malistani 

Religious teacher and 

community leader 

 

WhatsApp 

 

Afghanistan 

 

 

 

Non-

experts 

Ali Khaweri 

(pseudonym) 

 

Working with a non-profit 

international organization 

 

WhatsApp 

 

England 

 

Fazil Hamidi 

(pseudonym) 

Journalist, working with a 

private TV channel in Mazar-

e-Sharif, Afghanistan 

 

Messenger 

(Facebook) 

 

Afghanistan 

 

Zahra Hosseini 

(pseudonym) 

Journalist, works with a local 

radio in Kabul 

 

Messenger 

(Facebook) 

 

Afghanistan 
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4.3.3 Ethical consideration 
 

Prior to interview initiation, particular attentions have been paid to ethical 

considerations due to sensitivity of topic, security reasons, and participants’ data protection. 

Thus, the author has taken the following ethical consideration while conducting interview. 

Firstly, I provided information about the project and the reasons for conducting the research. 

Similarly, the British Sociological Association (1996 cited in Davies, 2008, p. 54) has also 

asserted that the detailed information should be provided to participants that why research is 

being conducted, why its significant from social point of view, how it benefits the community 

in general, and how this study will be published. Therefore, a significant explanation provided 

to interviewees before the inception of interview. Secondly, based on my interview guide, I 

have verbally obtained the participants’ consent, if they have any opposition to any contents of 

interview such as mentioning their identity or using pseudonyms, recording their voices, taking 

videos or taking pictures, and revealing their location in the study. The evidence also asserted 

that to protect the participants from any potential harms and threats, the secrecy, anonymity, 

and confidentially of interviewees should be taken into consideration (Swedish Research 

Council, 2017, pp. 40-41; Flick, 2018, p. 136). As the Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan is 

serious social predicament; therefore, I have been very cautious about the security and 

confidentiality of my interviewees. Likewise, according to Charlotte Aull Davies (2008, p. 51) 

the investigator is responsible to protect participants' privacy by using pseudonyms and 

changing their biography in reference to research study. The Swedish Research Council argued 

that.  

Every precaution must be taken to protect the privacy of the research subjects and the 

confidentiality of their personal information and to minimise the impact of the study 

on their physical, mental and social integrity (2017, p. 41). 

4.4 Interview methods 
 

According to David Silverman (2020, p. 180) there is no best style of interview. It has 

not been proved yet that which position of interviewer has best outcome whether passivity or 

activity or neutrality. Thus, after a careful contemplation, the author decided to choose open-

ended interview methods for this study due to being appropriate method for case study because 

the core purpose is to explore how interviewees look at particular event from their own 
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perspective. In addition, online interviewing methods has considered as appropriate methods 

for this study due to the constraint of time and budget.  

4.4.1 Open-ended interview 
 

The open-ended interview in the format of semi-structured questions has been selected 

for this study since according to evidence the open-ended interview helps to reach participants’ 

view, interpretation of event, comprehension, and experience on the concerned topic 

(Silverman, 2020, p. 183). Throughout the interview, I could pose almost 8 fundamental 

questions. After some ice-breaking questions, I turned to main research question: why do you 

think ethno-religious and psycho-cultural approaches of Hazaras has link to protracted social 

conflicts and relative deprivation of Hazaras in Afghanistan? As I asked “why” type questions, 

the interviewees had explanatory and interpretive answers due to being experts and 

knowledgeable on the selected topic. However, I posed many follow-up questions, I had to 

distract the conversation sometimes when it was desirable to research question. An effort was 

made to create a friendly space for interviewees to openly talk and reveal their opinions and 

experience on diverse aspects of Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan. The evidence also 

suggests that in open-ended interview, the investigators should not monopolize the conversation 

or neither stay passive rather take active participation (Silverman, 2020, p. 180). In addition, 

the interview should not be just like a conversation, the interviewer should have some sort of 

control over it. The follow-up questions should be decided based on the necessity of research 

which means the interviewer should “open” or “close” a certain topic or distract the 

conversation when it is needed (Rapley, 2004, p. 26 cited in Silverman, 2020, p. 180). 

Therefore, I can say that the interview was a mixture of open-ended and semi-structured. 

Throughout the interview process, the author significantly attempted to have a desirable give-

and-take conversation with his interviewees. It is because the open-ended interview is the 

outcome of collaborative operation of both investigator and participants in which both sides use 

their “mundane skills” (Silverman, 2020, p. 180).  

4.4.2 Online interview  
 

In the age of Technology, online interview can serve as a viable alternative to traditional 

face-to-face interviews. Online interview is regarded as best option because interviewer and 
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interviewees are not in the same setting. It benefits the investigator in two ways: not only cut 

the travel costs but also reduce time consumption (Mason, 2018, p. 128 cited in Silverman, 

2020, p. 176; Flick, 2014, pp. 233-234). In addition, the online interview can be conducted 

synchronously in which both the interviewer and interviewees are connected concurrently, and 

the give-and-take conversation occurs (Flick, 2014, p. 234). In this study, the interview was 

conducted by three online platforms: WhatsApp, Skype, and Facebook Messenger which were 

favourable for both the participants and the author. Overall, all participants based on their own 

academic understanding and life experience about the Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan, 

elucidated that the root cause of Hazaras relative deprivation and protracted social conflicts in 

Afghanistan. 

5. Theoretical perspective  
 

This section is allocated to theoretical perspectives of this thesis. The fundamental 

foundation of this thesis is built on two theoretical perspectives: protracted social conflicts and 

relative deprivation. Theoretical parts help me to have an in-dept and insight understanding 

over the selected topic and will enable me to open a significant debate window and assisting 

on coming up to a comprehensive conclusion grounded on the research question. To fulfil the 

objectives of this thesis, PSC and RD theories are found relevant to humanistic and 

longstanding Hazaras persecution and excessive ethnic-religious discrimination against 

Hazaras in Afghanistan.  

5.1 Protracted Social Conflicts 
 

The life on this planet increasingly becomes difficult due to an overwhelming ongoing 

threat such as frequent inter-state and intra-state conflict, and other perpetuated social concerns 

which have influence the life all over this planet. However, approximately 90% of all conflicts 

occur in the Third World states since the post-WW2 (Azar et al., 1978, p. 45; Azar & Farah, 

1981, p. 319; Azar & Moon, 1986, p. 393). Substantially, the number of interpositions, 

aggressive attacks, and seizing has relatively increased all over the world, especially in Third 

World. In the context of Afghanistan, Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan has diverse factors 

that can be studied as intra-state conflict. Likewise, the PSC deals with interstate and intrastate 

conflicts; thus, this theory is relevant to the aim of this thesis.  
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Azar E. Edward and Chung In Moon (1986, p. 397) argued that the nature of conflicts 

in Third World is mostly protracted and ethnic and have some other factors as well. The base 

for protracted social conflicts is the lack of development, political, economic, and psychological 

related deprivation, and communal cleavages. Utterwulghe (1999) argued that; however, the 

theoretical concept provided by Azar was effective and interesting, it has some confusion. For 

Utterwulghe (1999) there are multi factors such as economic, political, institutional, 

geographical, cultural, demographic, psychological, military, colonial, etc. cause PSC. 

Utterwulghe (1999) asserted that structural victimization such as inequalities at different 

aspects of life such as asymmetric distribution of economic resources, political power, social 

facilities, and psychological pressures all these happened due to ethnic discrimination in 

underdeveloped societies. Basically, structural victimization forms ethnic discrimination which 

categorize the society into advantaged and disadvantaged individuals.  

 

In addition, Azar et al. (1978, p. 45) have divided the conflicts into different categories 

like "inter-national conflicts or wars," "clearly civil wars," and thirdly "a mixture of 

international and civil wars". PSC do not occur for national interests, but it is attributed to 

association related to socio-cultural-ethnic. Similarly, Anatol Rapoport, the author of Conflict 

in Man-Made Environment (1974,) has also divided the conflicts into two categories: 

exogenous and endogenous conflict. In exogenous conflict the "obedience" is forcedly imposed 

on citizens by government, whilst in endogenous conflict the "hatred not obedience" is the most 

important factor which increases the extent of conflict (Azar et al., 1978, p. 50). Meanwhile, 

Utterwulghe (1999) also categorized PSC into two parts: structural, “objective" conflict and 

psycho-cultural, "subjective" conflict. Structural conflict is conflict on natural resources 

scarcity, while psycho-cultural conflict happens due to the false consciousness, irrational 

myths, distrust, and scare which form opinions of people as self and other. Utterwulghe (1999) 

firmly believed the starting point for development of psychological pressure is pathological 

aspect of ethnicity which lead to creation of phobia and risk to the identity which ultimately 

perpetuate the length and intensity of ethnic conflict. PSC seed hatred in terms of ethnicity, 

religion, and race trigger hostile interaction amongst citizens of the same country or nations 

with other nations. Similarly, Azar et al. (1978, p. 50) has defined PSC as: 
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Protracted conflicts are hostile interactions which extend over long periods of time with 

sporadic outbreaks of open warfare fluctuating in frequency and intensity. These are 

conflict situations in which the stakes are very high - the conflicts involve whole 

societies and act as agents for defining the scope of national identity and social 

solidarity.  

 

In other words, according to Azar and Moon (1986, p. 394) PSC refers to antagonistic 

interplay amongst the people or group of people of the same state citizens or people of one 

nation with another nation. Based on studies, the following components which are more 

relevant to the aim of this study have the major contribution in causing PSC: 

5.1.1 Structural inequalities  
 

The far-reaching disparity and embedded bias in reference to distribution of wealth, power, 

geography, and other opportunities are the fundamental driver of PSC. The sustained inequality 

categorizes individuals and their groups into advantaged and disadvantaged which provoke 

hostile interaction. There is no effective participation of all ethnic groups due to discriminatory 

construction of state institutions. The state-actors relationship with minority groups is based on 

repressive and submissive mechanism. Thus, the security is lacked for disadvantaged groups 

because of absence of common interest. For instance, one of the greatest issues is deprivation 

of humans from their basic needs, subjective and objective, which oblige the victimized groups 

to fight to fulfil their needs (Utterwulghe, 1999). In this regard, the Hazaras in Afghanistan are 

the target of structural victimization due to excessive social prejudice, economic stratification, 

and political marginalization. Similarly, Azar and Farah (1981, pp. 319-320) also believed that 

PSC is fuelled by ethnic hostile interaction due to structural inequalities, especially in Third 

World, are prevalent and pernicious. It has been argued that most of conflicts in Third World 

happen due to structural inequalities and inter-state and intra-state violence (Azar & Farah, 

1981, p. 319; Utterwulghe, 1999; Azar & Moon, 1986, p. 394). Nonetheless, based on 

experiences, it has also been argued that structural inequalities do not lead to conflict due to the 

fact that people are unequally socialized, and they got used to inequality. This is true in static 

states since the system do not change more by reproducing itself. But the emergence of 

industrial revolution in Europe, industry developed swiftly caused inequal distribution of 
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resources and income which led to potential conflict. The studies also shows that rich states 

have more asymmetric distribution in terms of revenue comparing to developing states 

(Paukert, 1973 cited in Azar & Farah, 1981, p. 330). While the rapid economic change cannot 

predict the high and low proportion of distributional inequalities since it depends on the rate of 

competition amongst social groups who competes for more gains. Although, disequilibrium is 

caused by high development changes in terms of "unbalanced growth" (Hirchman, 1960 cited 

in Azar & Farah, 1981, p. 331). To further elaborate it, the evidence showed that structural 

inequalities in a condition when there is a serious competition to gain more economic scarcity 

resources, divide social groups and nations which eventually led to hostile interaction and 

conflicts (Azar & Farah, 1981, p. 327). 

5.1.2 Communal cleavages  
 

Communal cleavages have unavoidable role in intensifying and protractedness of PSC. The 

existence of communal cleavages, divide the society into racial, ethnic, religious, and cultural 

lines. For example, wrong myths, misunderstanding, wrong identification, and lack of trust are 

the main characteristics in subjective conflicts. The individuals and groups struggle for their 

distinctive identity or group recognition identity. One of the most significant elements of 

conflict is identification of membership in other groups which is believed to be the main reason 

of aggression (Azar et al., 1978, p. 51). According to Utterwulghe (1999) PSCs occur in society 

where demographic structure is multicommunal composition where only one particular ethnic 

group is the victim of serious bias. Utterwulghe (1999) agreed with Azar and Moon (1986) 

concerning the importance of structural factors in breaking out the conflict; however, structural 

theory cannot determine the extent of severity of conflicts in some cases. Utterwulghe (1999) 

argued that psycho-cultural theory is more effective to provide an in-depth understanding about 

protracted social conflict. Meanwhile, Morton Deutch who agreed with Utterwulghe said that 

"any comprehensive approach to understanding conflict will necessarily include consideration 

of both objective and subjective factors"(cited in Utterwulghe, 1999). In addition, it has been 

argued that the widespread hatred in society which leads to genocides and communal conflict 

emerged due to "internalization" of society between us and them (Azar et al., 1978, pp. 50-51). 

As a result of internalization, widespread feud is fuelled in society which ultimately lead to 

internal or civil conflicts. The cultural transmission is considered to be one of the most 

important features of humans’ feuds. This distinctive feature of enemy can be diverse such as " 
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family membership, social class, nationality, religion, or ideology" (Azar et al., 1978, p. 51). In 

multicommunal societies, both individual and groups are deeply interlinked to each other with 

regards of ethnic, racial, and religious belonging (Azar & Moon, 1986, p. 395). If the physical 

deprivation of victimized community or group of individuals are mixed with psychological 

deprivation, it leads to production of more hostility and violent actions. For instance, the 

hostility between blacks and whites, Tamils and Sinhales, Muslims and Christians, Kurds and 

Arabs, Sunnis and Shi'as, Malays and Chinese, and Catholics and Protestants (Azar & Moon, 

1986, p. 397). 

5.1.3 International Connection 
 

There are diverse distinguishing analyses in reference to the nature of protracted Arab-

Israeli conflict in the Middle East. Some scholars offered clear vision, whilst many other more 

complex, but a significant majority of assumptions which underlies others considered the 

conflict in the Middle East as a result of political intervention of major powers (Azar et al., 

1978, p. 42). Based on these analyses, the identity incoherence in Afghanistan was basically 

created and supported by foreigners’ Afghanization theory which has been igniting intra-state 

conflict in Afghanistan. On the other hand, based on empirical research, Third World states 

which are affected by PSC, are unable to explore solution for their issues and grievances 

because their citizens look for external assistance, just like a sick person look for medicine to 

cure his or her pains. Unfortunately, the external assistance paves the way for many types of 

external interventions which not only help but add more to the problem. (Azar & Moon, 1986, 

p. 299). In addition, the so-called external assistance facilitates for the major powers to misuse 

of conflictual condition of Third World to protect their own national interests, develop a 

favourable foreign policy for themselves, and outbreak their influence; however, sometimes, 

the proportion of interventions are constrained. For example, Soviet Union failed to fulfil its 

foreign policy objectives in Afghanistan (Azar & Moon, 1986, p. 400). The findings of Azar et 

al. (1978, p. 47) illustrated that the Third World states have enormously confronted most forms 

of conflicts and overt violence where the superpowers had always had their influence and 

intervention in these conflicts. As a result, the rate of conflict increased which added more 

severity to their problems. 
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Unfortunately, the governments in the Third World do not find resolution for conflicts due 

to the fact that governments are ruled by conflictual party which impose norms and values in 

favour of ruling party. The research show that the protracted conflicts are not easy to give an 

"end" in short-term because protracted conflicts are process not events. For instance, it was 

widely believed that PSC in Rwanda led to genocide in 1994 and then the authoritarian regime 

was collapsed, and new government was replaced in Rwanda. After five years of conflict 

resolution, Utterwulghe (1999) argued that the conflict still existed. Thus, based on evidence 

the interim resolution of the conflicts would not be helpful due to the fact that in the long-term 

it would lead to further complicated and more complex issue. However, there is no “quick fix” 

formula to overcome on PSC, Azar and Moon (1986, pp. 397-403) suggested two formulas to 

resolve the PSC. Their suggested approach mainly concentrated on two elements:  

 

• facilitation for creation a problem-solving workshop to explore a solution and 

promotion of a development diplomacy to fulfil the basic needs of victims and remove 

asymmetric distribution in terms of sectoral, regional, and communal imbalances. It is 

argued that it is possible to compromise on interests but not on identity. Therefore, the 

most important assumption is that the delegates of involved parties should 

communicate, negotiate, and listen to each other’s voices in non-bargaining setting to 

figure out a problem-solving formula. The panel of experts and academia who are 

depoliticized would help the delegates in exploring formulas which are suitable for all 

parties (Azar & Moon, 1986, p. 401).  
 

• To effectively manage the conflict, the necessary development should be made in the 

realm of politics and economy to fulfil the needs of victimized groups and satisfy their 

communal identity. To have an effective conflict management, structural inequalities 

should be reduced, developmental strategies promoted, less dependency on external 

assistance, and effective socio-political reform should be made to equally distribute the 

power amongst social groups.  

To sum up, the most significant components of PSC are structural inequalities, communal 

cleavages, and international connection. The scholars recognized PSC as an endemic clash in a 

society and its most important features are: frequency protractedness, the intensity of conflict 

fluctuates, the clashes spillover from one area to other, no equilibrium tendency at all sections, 

lack of any overt termination, and no obvious recognition between regional/international and 
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domestic source of conflict (Azar et al., 1978, p. 53; Azar & Moon, 1986, p. 395). Furthermore, 

PSC is not easy to deal with since there is less opportunity to overcome the conflict which leads 

to produces, fortifies, and strengthens the extent of bilateral delusion and raise distraction in the 

proportion of direct and indirect interaction amongst conflictual parties. Eventually, the concern 

about conflict is raised which make the conflictual parties to develop conflict-maintenance 

strategies. In protracted conflict condition, the strife tend to change as a means to redefine 

problems instead of arbitraging, thus, there is no final dissolution for PSC.  

 

5.2 Relative deprivation 
 

The ethno-religious and psycho-cultural approaches on Hazaras in Afghanistan exposed 

them to multi-fronted unreasonable excruciation in terms of organized attacks, torture, bully, 

prejudice, alienation, and holistic Shi’ization. To have fully comprehension on Hazaras multi-

factor sufferings, the RD is selected as well-substantiated theoretical perspective to provide 

exposition how redundant ethnic discrimination provoked subjective and objective inequalities 

in Afghanistan. This theory would assist in analytical and scientific discussion of selected topic.  

 

Primarily, RD was developed by Stouffer in 1949 who explained the disappointment of 

an American Air Force with promotion of American military police during the Second World 

War (Smith et al., 2012, p. 204; Pettigrew, 2015 cited in Smith & Pettigrew, 2015, p. 1; Grasso 

et al., 2019, p. 401). In course of time, RD has been involved as theory to explain and interpret 

the objective circumstance of people when they are deprived of certain groups or services. 

Walter G. Runciman (1966, p. 10 cited in Webber, 2007, p. 99) has explained relative 

deprivation in terms of comparisons. If A is relatively poor comparing to B and A wants 

something that he does not have it, but B has it. In this context, A is deprived with regards to 

B. In addition, if A was rich comparing to B in the past, and now his expectation is higher than 

to B's. When he puts himself into B's place, A feels more deprived by making comparison. 

Despite Runciman defines RD in this way, he rejects the engagement of RD with the notion 

commonly believed as greed, lust, and envy. Similarly, Wage Marx (1847/1935 cited in Smith 

et al., 2012, p. 206) had asserted that people can assess their social status when they compare 

themselves with others. For instance, an individual never understand how small would be his 

or her house until a large house is built in his or her neighbourhood. It has been argued that RD 
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refers to the comparison that people made themselves with other groups of people in terms of 

economic status and capital and goods they have. When someone compares himself with other 

group of people, it makes him feel unhappy and angry why he does not have something that he 

deserves (Smith et al., 2012, p. 203; Smith & Hao, 2014; Smith et al., 2012 cited in Jiang & 

Chen, 2020, p. 347).  

 

The effective reaction of an individual or group who found that his/her or their group is 

deprived is crucial for the concept of RD. Basically, reaction is created when the perceived 

individual or group of having been deprived has the sense of deservingness and entitlement. 

Feather, the head of Australian social psychology, suggested two features of RD that mostly 

ignored by other researchers: (1) comparative environment between the status of perceiver and 

the target and (2) the importance of mixed emotion to invoke people's reaction (Smith & 

Pettigrew, 2015, p. 3). Furthermore, Heather J. Smith and Thomas F. Pettigrew (2015, p. 2) 

defined RD as: 

Relative deprivation as a judgement that one or one's ingroup is disadvantaged 

compared to a relevant referent, and that this judgement invokes feelings of anger, 

resentment, and entitlement.  

 

Thus, RD shapes humans’ behaviour, feelings, and perception. Relative deprivation 

connects humans with their interpersonal and other groups emotions, cognitions, and 

behaviours (Pettigrew, 1991 cited in Smith et al., 2012, p. 203). There are three steps through 

which the RD is evoked: Firstly, cognitive comparisons, in which the comparison occurs at 

interpersonal level. Secondly, appraisal cognitive, the perception that a person or his or her 

group is biased. Thirdly, justice-related affect, the perception of being deprived is considered 

as an unfair and undeserved. There can be different types of comparisons such as an individual 

compares himself or herself with ingroup individuals, individuals compare their ingroup with 

outgroup individuals, and individuals compare their ingroup's past and future (Smith et al., 

2012, p. 205). “Thus,” according to Tonglin Jiang and Zhansheng Chen “relative deprivation is 

an umbrella term that postulates a subjective state that involves cognitions and emotions" (2020, 

p. 348).  
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To further elaborate it, in relative deprivation there is a distinction between Individual 

Relative Deprivation (IRD) and Group Relative Deprivation (GRD,) where IRD indicates to 

the comparison of one individual with a referent, whilst GRD refers to the comparison of an 

ingroup with a referent. The scholars believe that each type of RD has different outcomes from 

having collective action, discrimination, and dissatisfaction with government (Smith & 

Pettigrew, 2015, p. 2). The empirical evidence illustrated that RD would lead to many disastrous 

psychological consequences for humans who confronted it such as from having poor health 

(Adler, Epel, Castellazzo, & Ickovics, 2000) to being involved in public demonstrations 

(Newton, Mann, & Geary, 1980) and in the worst cases relative deprived people tend to join 

terrorist activities (Moghaddam, 2005 cited in Smith et al., 2012, p. 203). Based on this analysis 

Smith along with his colleagues formed four outcome variables such as collective behaviour, 

intergroup attitudes (refers to reaction of deprived person or groups against political policies 

such as discrimination,) individually oriented behaviour (refers to self-reporting crime 

activities, rape, bullying, and exclusion of work,) and interpersonal responses (refers to internal 

state such as depression, anxiety, and physical health issue) (Smith et al., 2012, p. 208).  

 

Meanwhile, Maria T. Grasso et al. (2019, pp. 403-404,) who tested ten hypotheses (H1-

H10,) conducted an online cross-national survey in which 18370 individuals were surveyed in 

9 countries: France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Poland, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the UK 

in 2015. H2 referred that the feeling of deprivation more likely raises the tendency of deprived 

people to take part into unconventional activities such as protests, strike, and involving into 

anti-cut agencies. H2 was proved right based on the result of the survey, relative deprivation 

has a positive impact on the willingness of people in involving into unconventional participation 

such as protests, striking, and getting engaged with anti-cut organizations (Grasso et al., 2019, 

pp. 406, 411). While surprisingly, the survey did not support H1 which referred that the 

deprived people less likely to engage into civic participation such as involving in political 

parties, voting, and communicating with politicians (Grasso et al., 2019, p. 403). H3 indicated 

that economically the less well-off groups such as unemployed and manual labours, have less 

willingness to take part into political activities, while they are more likely to take part into 

unconventional activities (H4). The evidence based on the result of survey, partially supported 

H3 in which the resource-poor groups such as manual labours and low education class have 

tendency to vote and contact politicians, while they are less interested in volunteering job with 

political parties. Meanwhile, the unemployed people are willing to vote, but they are less 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41269-017-0072-y#auth-Maria_T_-Grasso
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interested in volunteer job with political parties and contact politician. The result also did not 

support H4 which showed that the resource-poor groups have low tendency to take part into 

unlawful activities. H5 referred that poor economic status discourages conventional 

engagements, while it stimulates unconventional participations (H6). The findings also shows 

that manual workers are more interested in taking part into unconventional activities, while 

unemployed individuals are less interested to protest and strike. Finding do not support H5 since 

the negative economic context does not depress conventional participation, while H6 was 

supported by findings due to the fact that there is more likely a chance for occurrence of 

demonstration and strikes in negative economic contexts (Grasso et al., 2019, p. 411).  

 

In short, findings by Grasso et al. (2019, p. 426) shows that the feelings of relative 

deprivation and economic status has divergent impact on the tendency of people in taking part 

into conventional and unconventional activities. The relative deprivation feelings invoke 

getting involved into unconventional participation and to conventional activism. The resource-

poor groups (manual workers, unemployed, low education) are more influenced by depressing 

participation and to conventional activism (Grasso, 2011 cited in Grasso et al., 2019, p. 426). 

In order to have an effective RD measure, Smith et al., (2012, p. 205) suggested two 

measurements: 

• First, there should be a disadvantaged comparison in which people compare their 

condition with other individuals, groups, or themselves with another time. For instance, 

Appelgryn and Nieuwoudt (1988 cited in Smith et al., 2012, p. 206) did a survey when 

Apartheid was collapsed, they asked White Afrikaners and Black South Africans to 

compare their social, political, and personal life if it was just, but they did not ask them 

to compare it with a particular standard or referent. The result was that the participant 

in survey could not comprehend the significance of RD despite asking direct questions 

about injustice which was very important (Zomeren, Postmes, & Spears, 2008). 

Consequently, they found that "people's reactions to their circumstance depend on the 

comparison they do or do not make" (cited in Smith et al., 2012, p. 206).  

• Secondly, another effective measurement for RD is people should compare their own 

situation with other possibilities using terms "ought to be" which clearly refers to a 

situation people creates a sense of "deservingness" and give "entitlement" (Smith et al., 

2012, p. 207). 
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It is believed that people sometimes accept their disadvantagedness as appropriate state. 

Thus, it can be assured that the comparative disadvantage of people makes them angry and 

resentful (Smith et al., 2012, p. 207). Similarly, Richman and Leary (2009) have explained it in 

their multimotive model how unfairness perception creates interconnection with relative 

deprivation which eventually invoke aggressive behaviour of people towards ostracism. 

According to Richman and Leary (2009) ostracism results prosocial, withdrawal, and antisocial 

behaviours (cited in Jiang & Chen 2020, p. 348). Anthony D. Kauders (2022, p. 211) 

emphasised that intergroup attitudes more likely to express the group interests rather than 

having psychological emergence or irrational interests in which "these are mutually 

incompatible, where what one group gains is at the expense of another, the social psychological 

response is likely to be negative." To shorten the above study, there can be three key 

components of RD relevant to the objective of this paper.  

5.2.1 Welfare and economic access 
 

Competition to gain more is humans’ nature, but in real world, if the endeavour to access 

more economic scarcity is in expense of others’ opportunities, would produce detrimental 

repercussion that can arouse hostile and enmity in society. Correspondingly, Anthony D. 

Kauders also agreed that “ethnic prejudice, clashes between groups arise because of 

incompatible goals or because of competition for scarce resources" (2022, p. 210). In relative 

deprivation circumstances, opportunities and services are not provided equally. It is because 

small groups are excessively biased, and the majority group would like to impose their 

domination and influence on others via bargaining for more welfare services and economic 

opportunities. Continuation of such relative deprivation infuriate deprived groups into 

subversive operations. Similarly, Walter Korpi (1974, p. 1570) argued that the conflict is 

happening due to the incompatible interests of parties which basically includes punishment. For 

instance, deprived minorities have tendency to participate into conventional activities to 

promote their condition, but in the worst cases, they would be compelled to involve into 

unconventional activism. According to evidence, economic status has partially impact on civic 

participation of individuals.  
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5.2.2 Interpersonal and intergroup values 
 

Relative deprivation is a socio-psychological concept which postulates individual/s' or 

groups' exogenous state which form their emotions, cognitions, and behaviour. It also connects 

a person with interpersonal and intergroup analysis (Smith et al., 2012 cited in Smith & 

Pettigrew, 2015, p. 2). There is common belief that people, especially minorities experience 

exclusion or ostracization because of their distinctive ethno-religious and cultural identity in 

most part of their life. If the disadvantagedness of person or group accompanied with ostracism, 

it places the individuals or group in proportionally deprived state. In addition, it is said that 

people need and appreciate fairness in terms of their relationships (Walster, Walster & 

Berscheid, 1978 cited in Jiang & Chen, 2020, p. 348,) while the disadvantage accompanied 

with ostracism break fairness which is not appreciated for people in terms of relationships. 

According to multimotive model of Jiang and Chen (2020, p. 348) being relatively deprived 

create a sense for deprived people that they are entitled more (Campbell, Bonacci, Shelton, 

Exline, & Bushman, 2004; Crosby, 1976; Davis, 1959 cited in Jiang & Chen, 2020, p. 348). 

This feeling eventually led them to undertake aggressive and selfish behaviour to gain more.  

5.2.3 Power 
 

Competition to access more power and influence in terms of relative deprivation could 

be unavoidably the driving force for conflict. According to Walter Korpi (1974, pp. 1570, 1572) 

developing an effective understanding about conflict is possible when the notion of relative 

deprivation is relied on model in which power resources and power mobilization has leading 

role. The term power mobilization indicates to a procedure through which the ruling party make 

efforts to "invest" or "use" resource which are under their control (Korpi, 1974, p. 1572). In 

other words, "power resource are the properties of an actor which provide the ability to reward 

or punish another actor" (Korpi, 1974, p. 1571). In multi-composition societies, political parties 

utilise the public resources to their own benefits  which can derive other political parties in 

isolation. Consequently, the competition to gain more power and resources could be 

considerable impact to determine social behaviour and stability in countries since the excessive 

greed for power could encourage ruling party to use the resource as their properties to “reward” 

or “punish” whoever they want. Similarly, Katharine Adeney (2008, p. 556) concluded that 

institutionalization is very important in polyethnic communities since the mosaic of institutions 
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shape the attitudes of communities within political system of state. It has been assumed that 

there is highly probable the conflict occurs if parties mobilize power resources concurrently. 

The conflict initiates when the difference of actors' access to power resources is too big. The 

influential parties attempt to punish the weaker ones (Korpi, 1974, p. 1574).  

Table 2 the summarize of PSC and RD components and their implications. 

Theoretical 
perspectives 

Key Components  Operational Indicators 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Protracted 
Social 

Conflict 

• Structural inequalities 
incorporate with lack of: 

o Effective 
participation 
 

o Security 
 
 
 
 

• Communal cleavages 
affiliated with: 

o Self-identity 
o Group-identity 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• International intervention 

• Effective participation 
analyses how state-actors 
monopolise the power and 
constrains minorities’ 
political activism. 

• Security analyses state and 
non-states actors’ 
mechanism to pose threat on 
minorities.  

 
• Self-identity and group-

identity analyse how 
individuals and groups 
struggle for their identity 
recognition. The minorities 
are discriminated and 
targeted due to ethno-
religious and psycho-
cultural perspectives. 
 

• International intervention 
describes the roles of 
foreigners in promotion 
instability 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Relative 
Deprivation 

• Welfare and economic 
access 

 
 
 
 

• Interpersonal and ingroup 
values 

 
 
 
 

• Power 

• Welfare/economic access 
analyse the extent of 
competition to gain more 
scarce resources and welfare 
and influence. 

• Interpersonal and ingroup 
values analyse how 
personal/ group values are 
eliminated and threatened 
by both state and non-state 
actors. 

• Power analyses the 
significance of competition 
to gain more power its 
indication to stability 



 
 

36 (66) 

6. Analysis  
 

The analysis section critically analyses the collected data through diverse means such 

as interview or other sources to address the research question of this thesis. At this section, I 

will look at multidimensional causal relationships of Hazaras persecution with ethno-religious 

and psycho-cultural approaches of Hazaras with analysis based on PSC and RD. Despite the 

persecution of Hazaras dates to early 1800s, this paper mainly focuses on the period of 1890s 

in which 60% of entire Hazara population were massacred by Abdul Rahman and founded 

ethno-religious and psycho-cultural approaches of Hazaras. 

 

6.1 Protracted Social Conflicts 
 

The ethnic group of Hazara has suffered of repression and subjugation for decades in 

Afghanistan due to various reasons but mainly ethnic and religious identity reasons (Akbari, 

2022). While it is still not clear when exactly Hazaras arrived in Afghanistan, but until 19th 

century, they were independent. When Abdul Rahman Khan attempted to take Hazaras under 

control, Hazaras resisted against Abdul Rahman. Thus, he attacked on Hazarajat, killed, sold 

for slavery, and exiled around 60% of Hazara population which resulted a longstanding 

protracted conflicts between Hazaras and Pashtuns. Despite, the Hazaras who were exiled by 

Abdul Rahman, his successor offered them amnesty. The Hazaras experienced much more 

prejudices at different aspect of life in all over 20th century (DFAT, 2017, P. 4; Yale Macmillan 

Center, 2021; Y. Yasna, personal communication, March 19, 2023). To the end of monarchy 

regime in Afghanistan Hazaras persecution had a fluctuating condition, but after the monarchy, 

Hazaras relieved. The rise of Mujahideen, once again began the time of persecution for Hazaras. 

Taliban in their first rule in 1990s, committed the worst kind of crime against Hazara people 

who were persecuted and massacred. According to sources they killed over 2000 Hazara in 

Mazar-e-Sharif (Yale Macmillan Center, 2021). The important driving factors for longstanding 

conflict between victim group and state could be access to basic needs such as rights and 

resources, socioeconomic inequalities, engagement in decision-making bodies, security, and 

self and group identity articulation of victim group (Alton et al., 2022, p. 43). Moreover, 

Hazaras have encountered the systematic target attacks and persecution for decades. Under the 

rule of Taliban, the Hazaras are at risks of being faced anti-humanity actions and genocide. 

According to Australian National University's Atrocity Forecasting, Afghanistan has been 
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assumed to be the fifth country in World which is under the risk of genocide (Akbari, 2022; 

Limbu, 2023). 

 

Based on reports, the Hazara community encountered to six cases of massacre from 

1992 to late 2001 which were well-documented by international human rights organizations. 

The evidence stated that approximately 15000 Hazaras have been brutally killed in the said 

period by Taliban. Even the persecution of Hazaras have not been stopped over the last twenty 

years of relative stability in Afghanistan. In addition to that, Hazara community faced mass 

killing after Taliban's takeover (Alton et al., 2022, pp. 27-28). To date, the organized and 

systematic attacks, persecution, segregation, and discrimination against Hazara community has 

never been investigated and the operators have never brough to trail, and no justice was given 

to victims; this impunity could have further encouraged the persecution practice of Hazara 

community (Alton et al., 2022, p. 43). The IS-K, who has been responsible for many attacks 

against Hazara Shi'a community since 2015, attacked public places such as schools, tuition 

canters, mosques, sport stadiums, hospitals, and wedding parties which resulted over 1500 dead 

and thousands wounded (Human Rights Watch, 2021; Genocide Watch, 2021; Hossaini & 

Latifi, 2021). During the first half of 2021, around 20 attacks have targeted Hazara community 

which have left over 500 fatalities (UNAMA, 2021; Akbari, 2022). An Afghanistani Analyst, 

Ali Yawar Adili (2022,) from Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN) argued that the failure of 

governments to protect Hazara ethnic and Shi'a in Afghanistan resulted plenty of Hazara 

civilian fatalities and risked them into serious violence and phobia.  

 

Based on available data from different sources, represent that the cause for persecution 

of Hazaras have many aspects, but the most significant cause could be the ethno-religious and 

psycho-cultural approaches of Hazaras which fuelled the protracted social conflicts in 

Afghanistan. The nature of PSC in Afghanistan can be manifolds. The conflict can be 

exogenous since the government forcedly imposed the Afghan identity as national identity and 

its superiority. Meanwhile, based on evidence it would be easier to deal on the national interests, 

but not on the identity; therefore, the conflict in Afghanistan have link to imposition of identity 

of one group on the rest of groups as national identity can be a serious problem for sustainable 

peace and social coherence in Afghanistan. In addition, the nature of PSC can also be 

endogenous due to the fact that spread of hatred against Hazaras as rebels and enemy for 
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stability. On the other hand, according to Utterwulghe (1999) PSC are two kinds: objective and 

subjective. Based on my analyses, the nature of PSC in Afghanistan can be both subjective and 

objective conflict which both shaped the ethno-religious and psycho-cultural approaches of 

Hazaras in course of time. Certainly, studying Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan would not 

be possible without understanding of ethno-religious and psycho-cultural approaches of 

Hazaras. The ethno-religious approach of Hazaras in Afghanistan refers to the common 

understanding of Hazaras as monolithic Shi’as, which means Hazara became a substitute to 

Shi’a who are also regarded as Kafirs, non-Muslims, by Sunni fundamentalists. Similarly, the 

evidence also shows that ethno-religious conflict refers to a condition in which the mutual 

relation between ethnic groups of a multi-ethnic composition society is characterized based on 

hostile relationships, bilateral mistrust, and fear (Salawu, 2010, p. 346). While psycho-cultural 

approach of Hazaras indicates to the distinctive cultural and values of Hazaras which have 

consistently been questioned and misinterpreted can have a detrimental psychological impact 

on Hazaras. In addition, the evidence also confirms the psychological impact of cultural issues 

by saying that “as nearly all our mental programs are affected by values, nearly all are affected 

by culture, and this is reflected by our behavior” (Hofstede, 1984, p. 23). According to findings, 

three components of PSC has significantly contributed to triggering the Hazaras persecution in 

Afghanistan:  

6.1.1 International connection  
 

A number of analyses are available on the PSC in different ways, but one significant 

one is the assumption that downgrades the other ones termed the conflict in the Middle East 

because of political intervention of major powers (Azar et al., 1978, p. 42). Regarding the 

Hazaras case in Afghanistan, this analysis is meaningful because the persecution of Hazaras in 

Afghanistan has its root in the collapse of the Safavid Empire in Iran and the overthrown of the 

Mongol Empire in India by the British Empire. Subsequently, Czarist Russia on the north and 

British India in the east of Khorasan, the Persian Empire, commenced expanding which resulted 

division of Khorasan into two separate states: Afghanistan and Iran. Afghanistan as instable 

state named by the influential powers and its borders were assigned by the British Empire and 

Czarist Russia as a buffer wall to deter any upcoming confrontation. The transliteration 

terminology of Afghanistan is composed of two words: Afghan refers to Pashtuns and stan 

means land, which indicate the land of Pashtuns (Mousavi, 1998, pp. 2-4). Thus, the foundation 
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for PSC in Afghanistan originated from the foreign powers seeking to expand their geopolitical 

territory. According to Dr S. A. Mousavi (personal communication, March 25, 2023) there is 

no other documents existed before 1880 or 1881 to confirm that if Afghan was the national 

identity of all ethnic groups in Afghanistan. Even Ahmad Khan (1747-1772,) the founder of 

Afghanistan, has regarded himself as the king of Khorasan. In addition, there are two different 

opinions why the British Empire equipped and supported Abdul Rahman against Hazaras, who 

had autonomous territory in the central and southern parts of country. Firstly, the Hazaras did 

not pledge allegiance to the British Empire puppet, Abdul Rahman (S. A. Mousavi, personal 

communication, March 25, 2023). Secondly, the British Empire supported Abdul Rahman 

against the Hazaras to get revenge for their defeat in the Maywand War in which Hazaras had 

great contribution and occurred on July 7, 1880, between Afghans and English (H. S. Sahar, 

personal communication, March 18, 2023).  

 

Another international intervention in Afghanistan which resulted continuation of 

Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan can be the commencement of Talibanization process in 

1979-1989 in the form of Mujahideen, Islamic guerrilla fighters, who were backed by Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA) with its Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) encounter and Saudi 

intelligence to fight against Soviet Union in Afghanistan (Council on Foreign Relations, 2023; 

DFAT, 2021, p. 7; Wilson Center, 2004;) however, some sources suggest that Taliban was not 

the direct product of CIA (Rubin, 2002, p. 1). Talibanization project of regional and 

international intelligence agencies concluded very expensive for all country, especially the most 

vulnerable ethnic group, the Hazaras. It has been reported that in August 1998, when Taliban 

with support of other militiamen from neighbouring country, Pakistan, occupied Mazar-e-

Sharif and murdered over 2000 to 5000 Hazara civilian (Limbu, 2023). Taliban would search 

Hazaras by searching them house-to-house. Taliban would shoot or slit the Hazara males in 

front of their families in a way that Muslims slaughter the animals (Cooper, 1998). In addition, 

they killed most of the arrested people by suffocating them into tractor-trailers with closed 

doors. The dead bodies would be evacuated a like trash on the deserts. According to report the 

dead bodies around the city and resident areas in Mazar-e-Sharif was not allowed to be buried 

for 3 days by Mullah Niazi until the dogs began feeding the dead bodies (Cooper, 1998). Based 

on reports, the Taliban were supported by Pakistani fighters who were identified by their flags 

and dress code of Muslim fundamentalist Pakistani party. Despite all brutal activities of 
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Taliban, Pakistan along with two other countries, Saud Arabia and United Arab Emirates 

recognized the Taliban's government (Cooper, 1998; Brookings, 2022).  

6.1.2 Communal cleavages 
 

Afghanistan is a country where ethnicity, religion, race, and tribal affiliation play critical 

role in social interactions. The ethnicity kinship has the central role to be accepted in society. 

The identity values; therefore, is the key determiner of destiny of a person to receive 

opportunities and security (DFAT, 2021, p. 12). The existence of communal cleavages in multi-

ethnic state of Afghanistan are another driving force for protractedness and intensiveness of 

internal conflicts. This conflict can reveal itself in terms of false myths, wrong recognition, 

misperception, and distrust. Consequently, these factors segregate inhabitants of a country into 

different distinctive lines with contradicted interests (A. Khaweri, personal communication, 

March 18, 2023). According to Dr S. A. Mousavi (personal communication, March 25, 2023) 

there are five types of communal cleavages in Afghanistan: ethnic, religious, regional, 

linguistic, and gender. The wrong identification of Hazaras as decedents of Mongols, who are 

not belong to Afghanistan and as monolithic Shi’as who mostly considered as non-Muslims 

“Kafirs” by Sunni extremists (Z. Hosseini, personal communication, March 23, 2023) could 

have been one of the critical causes of Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan. Based on 

analysation of the triangulated data, two factors: ethno-religious and psycho-cultural 

approaches of Hazaras has shaped the social treatments and anti-Hazara mechanism. Thus, the 

misunderstanding, wrong identification, and wrong myths about Hazaras resulted many deadly 

systematic attacks over the decades. For example, according to Dr Y. Yasna (personal 

communication, March 19, 2023,) when Hazaras resisted against Abdul Rahman, he asked the 

Ulama (Islamic scholars) Council of his time to issue "takfir" (excommunication) against 

Hazaras for two purposes: to evoke people’s anger against Hazaras who were announced as 

non-Muslims by Ulama Council and to receive legitimation to attack on Hazarajat. He 

announced that Hazaras are Kafirs and killing of Hazaras are not a sin, but it has religious 

rewards. Abdul Rahman asked people to loot Hazaras property and take their women as slave. 

Surprisingly, from the mass killing of Hazaras by Abdul Rahman since contemporary period 

no regime in Afghanistan condemned the official decree of Abdul Rahman that killing of 

Hazaras is not sin, and they are Kafirs. Thus, this official decree can have been one of the critical 

causes for Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan until now. For example, the announcement of 
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Mullah Niazi in Mazar-e-Sharif is the confirmation of validity of Abdul Rahman decree in 

current time. In addition, during Ashraf Ghani, the ex-president of Afghanistan from 2014-

2021, presidency, Mulla Niazi cooperated with his government. He said that we hunt the 

Hazaras in such a way that they do not even know (Y. Yasna, personal communication, March 

19, 203). Also, the terrorist groups such as Taliban and IS-K might have received their 

motivation of killing Hazaras from Abdul Rahman’s approaches. Moreover, still Hazaras are 

considered as Kafirs which can be revealed from a video broadcasted on Twitter on August 28, 

2021, at 13.12 in which a Talib fighter says. I swear to Allah that waiting for order of our Emir 

Sahib, the leader or commander, to kill all Hazaras. We will not allow a single Hazara to survive 

(Afghan, 2021). In similar way, the IS-K announced right after two suicides bombing on Shi’as 

mosques in Kunduz and Kandahar provinces in October 2021 that "in every way, from 

slaughtering their necks to scattering their limbs… and the news of [ISIS’s] attacks…in the 

temples of the [Shia] and their gatherings is not hidden from anyone, from Baghdad to 

Khorasan" (Human Rights Watch, 2021). The analyses of all enmity announcements against 

Hazara community from the state actors to non-state actors can clarify the in-depth hostile social 

interaction and severe discrimination against Hazara community in Afghanistan. It can also 

clarify the resemblance of nature of anti-Hazara and anti-Shi’a ideology of all state actors and 

non-state actors. Furthermore, the return of Taliban multiplied the fatalities of Hazaras. In 2021, 

the number of death and injuries of Hazara population has been over 5000 mainly included 

children and women. According to Julian Burnside (2021,) the return of Taliban to power would 

increase the fatalities of Hazaras, and Hazaras would be in serious risk of genocide in the future. 

Shockingly, on June 9, 2021, the IS-K attacked on miners in Baghlan province. Prior killing, it 

was confirmed that if they were Hazaras (Human Rights Watch, 2021). This can manifest the 

severe communal cleavages in Afghanistan against Hazara community.  

 

The evidence stated that internalization of society into self and other can seed the feud 

amongst people of the same nation (Utterwulghe, 1999). The feud can spread in many forms in 

society subsequently derive one specific ethnic group into isolation. This can provoke civil war 

due to cultural transmission. In Afghanistan, multi-ethnic composition individual and groups 

are interlinked in terms of religion, ethnicity, and race. Physical deprivation an individual or 

group can have psychological impact on their groups. This can multiply the extent of feud in 

society which makes the conflict more severe, intensive, and longstanding. For example, the 

enmity between Shi’as and Sunnis, Catholics and Protestants, Arabs and Kurds, Muslims and 
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Christians, Tamils and Sinhales (Azar & Moon, 1986, p. 397). Based on available evidence, the 

persecution practice of Hazaras in Afghanistan has two dimensions: subjective and objective 

conflicts. In 1800s, Hazaras were subjugated, repressed, and their lands were confiscated 

because of access to affluent economic resources and stabilize Pashtun regimes. Also, Hazaras 

beliefs, values, and cultural heritage were misinterpreted to remove Hazara community from 

territory today called Afghanistan (S. A. Mousavi, personal communication, March 25, 23; Y. 

Yasna, personal communication, March 19, 2023; H.S. Sahar, personal communication, March 

18, 2023). Moreover, various political, social, and religious reasons play a role in persecution 

of Hazaras (A. Malistani, personal communication, March 11, 2023).  

6.1.3 Structural inequalities  
 

It is an obvious fact the far-reaching disparity and excessive prejudice in asymmetric 

distribution of resources such as economic, political power, geographical, and other 

opportunities could be an inevitable factor in triggering the PSC, especially in Third World. For 

a long time, the discriminatory construction of institutions in Afghanistan has catered the needs 

of particular ethnic groups. For instance, Hazaras prior to 2001, could rarely get governmental 

jobs due to excessive discrimination and anti-Hazaras mechanism. According to A. Khaweri 

(personal communication, March 18, 2023) before 1940s, even Hazaras did not have rights to 

get admission in the military field and work in all key departments, such as the ministry of 

interior, defence, and finance since Hazaras were considered alien. There was a widespread 

hostile interaction and bad images about Hazaras in Afghanistan. One can compare the extent 

of discrimination against Hazaras to the extent of discriminations of Blacks in America, Black 

Afrikaners in South Africa, and Jewish in Nazi Germany. The Hazaras was considered as the 

serving class who could only work as servants (F. Hamidi, personal communication, March 22, 

2023). The psycho-cultural definition of Hazaras categorized them as disadvantaged group. The 

relationship of government with Hazaras was as repressive and submissive servants. Hazaras 

have struggled a lot to oppose their deprivation and excessive discrimination against them. 

Based on analyses, the structural victimization and psychological deprivation can be closely 

interlinked with ethic discrimination which encourage many hostile interaction, instability, and 

civil conflict. The existence of excessive structural inequalities can also be manifested from the 

evidence which clarifies that in 2003, the Tajiks obtained 40% of military posts comparing to 

Pashtuns 37% and the rest of positions were held by other ethnic groups (Adeney, 2008, p. 552). 
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In 2004, most of the influential posts in 27 cabinets of Afghanistan such as defence, interior, 

and finance were filled by Pashtuns; however, later on it was argued that after the parliamentary 

election in 2005, the 27-member cabinet of Afghanistan was ethnically diverse (Adeney, 2008, 

p. 549). Apparently, the political power and hierarchical division has been reflected to outside 

world as inclusive government, but in real life, this could meet the interests of particular elites 

and political parties. Despite Hazaras elites significantly contributed to power from 2001-2021, 

the majority of Hazaras have remained economically poor and their regions were received 

significantly less development investment. Conversely, according to Dr H. S. Sahar (Personal 

communication, March 18, 2023) the last twenty years has been a golden period for Hazaras in 

which period Hazaras developed in many fields particularly economy and education. Hazaras 

existed at all state level from voice president to ordinary civil jobs, but structural deprivation 

has always bothered Hazaras. In other word, Hazaras are still Hazara. They are discriminated 

and considered as the second class, and their religious beliefs are deemed as Kharijite (those 

who exit the community). According to Genocide Watch's (2021) genocide emergency warning 

for Afghanistan, before the return of Taliban to power, the Taliban would establish an Islamic 

totalitarian state in which the ethnic and religious minorities would be exterminated. Taliban's 

30 cabinet positions mostly filled by Pashtuns. There are no women in Cabinet and in other 

positions. The minority groups have a few positions at representative level (DFAT, 2022, p. 8). 

Similarly, Dr Melissa Skye Kerr Chiovenda, a professor assistant at anthropology department 

of Zayed University in Abu Dhabi, believed that before 2002, the Hazara community were 

excessively excluded from government positions, involvement in politics, and education 

opportunities. However, Hazaras situation developed in many aspects from 2002 to 2021, their 

presence in governmental offices has not been to proportion of their population. In current era, 

only one deputy minister is appointed from Hazara community in whole Taliban’ cabinet (Alton 

et al., 2022, p. 38).  

 

6.2 Relative Deprivation 
 

Relative deprivation the perception of individual or group of being relatively 

disadvantaged comparing to other individuals and groups creates a sense of anger and 

deservedness for the disadvantaged individual and group (Smith & Pettigrew, 2015, p. 2). 

Unfortunately, in Afghanistan, Hazaras due to their religious identity have been the subject of 

social discrimination, marginalization, and systematic attack. Hazaras have encounter excessive 
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social biases and state-sponsored prejudices in Afghanistan for decades. The most recent abuse 

that Hazaras experienced was during the first regime of Taliban between 1996 to 2001 (Hossaini 

& Latifi, 2021). However, from 2001 to 2021, the Hazaras experienced exclusive period in 

terms of economic development, access to civil rights, and getting education, their presence in 

all governmental offices has not been based on their population (H. S. Sahar, personal 

communication, March 18, 2023). The evidence also confirms that particularly, there is no 

articles in Afghanistan Constitution to forbid religious and ethnic discrimination against 

Hazaras, while Article 22 of Afghanistan Constitution only pointed that discrimination is 

forbidden amongst citizens (2017, p. 9). Over the last twenty years, there has always been 

systematic discrimination against Hazara community. In a striking example, back in 2011, the 

systematic discrimination against Hazara community came to light through an 11th grade 

school subject called "Farhang" (culture). It became apparent that the page 177 was dedicated 

to introducing the achievements of Afghanistani athletes in World Olympic matches. However, 

Rohullah Nipa, the only Afghanistani Olympic medallist, was conspicuously absent, instead a 

cricket champion's picture had been featured. It was because Rohullah Nikpa was a Hazara 

(BBC, 2020). In addition, one of the government's anti-Hazara mechanism is clarified from the 

decision of government that an electricity line which were supposed go through Hazaras region, 

Bamiyan, got U-turn. However, it provoked obligation of Hazaras nationwide, and they 

protested, it did not change the government's decision. This illustrates government' 

discriminatory policy and exclusion of Hazaras from the basic services and investment (Alton 

et al., 2022, p. 43).  

 

Concerning to contemporary period, under the discriminatory rule of Taliban, the ethnic 

group of Hazaras are vulnerable and suffer of torture, extrajudicial murders, and forced 

displacement. The freedom and civil rights of Hazara people have been limited under the rule 

of Sunni Muslim extremists (Akbari, 2022). In addition, Dr S. A. Mousavi (personal 

communication, March 25, 2023) stated that Taliban from 1996 to 2001 have practiced and still 

is practicing the forced displacement mechanism of Abdul Rahman who authorized people to 

loot the Hazaras lands, properties, and enslave their women. Nonetheless, A. Malistani 

(personal communication, March 11, 2023) stated that Hazaras have no issue with the followers 

of Imam Abu Hanifah, the founder of one of the four Sunni schools of law, jurisprudence in 

Afghanistan, but the IS-K has problem with us. However, the evidence illustrates that Hazaras 

have always been discriminated, targeted, and tortured by all parties (state and non-state actors). 
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In May 2021, the well-known expert of Afghanistan and the Hazaras, Professor William Maley 

from the Australian National University said that Hazara community is under the risk, and they 

have been persecuted for decades. The Shi'a minority experienced discrimination, whilst there 

have not been any national mechanisms to initiate any policy regarding identity-based concerns 

of Hazaras (Alton et al., 2022, pp. 15, 44). The lack of any mechanism to demise the 

discrimination against Hazaras, has encouraged or even worsen the relative deprivation of 

Hazaras in Afghanistan. Relative deprivation of Hazaras can be studied based on three 

following components: 

6.2.1 Welfare and economic access 
 

The incompatible interests and access to affluent scarce resources could cause enmity 

and hostility amongst nations and people of the same nation (Kauders, 2022, p. 210). The 

competition occurs mostly to the cost of minorities' and small groups' interests. Therefore, they 

would be economically marginalized, remain relatively underdeveloped, and deprived of 

welfare facilities. Since 1800s until 1940s the Hazaras in Afghanistan had redundantly been 

deprived of all economic resources, education, access to civil services, and freedom (A. 

Khaweri, personal communication, March 18, 2023) due to the extravagant discrimination and 

competition of Afghans to access economic resources (S. A. Mousavi, personal communication, 

March 25, 2023; H. S. Sahar, March 18, 2023; Y. Yasna, personal communication, March 19, 

2023). While Hazaras political engagement improved in 1980s in which Sultan Ali Keshtmand, 

a Hazara politician, served twice as Prime Minister during the People's Republic Party regime 

in Afghanistan (Khaama Press, 2010). The persecution of Hazaras had a fluctuating figure over 

the decades, but in 1993, Hazaras experienced another brutal attack from militias of two 

powerful parties: Ittihad-e-Islami and Jamiat-e-Islmai in Afshar, a Hazara inhabiting area in 

Kabul. Over one thousand Hazara people including children, women, and elderly were brutally 

killed (Hakimi, 2022, p. 22). The period between 1996 to 2001 is widely regarded as the most 

oppressive time for the Hazara ethnic. During this dark period, the Hazaras experienced severe 

deprivation of their civil rights, freedom, and access to economic resources. 

 

The fall of Taliban in 2001, Hazaras had a significant development at various aspects 

such as politics, economy, society, but the return of Taliban to power, started another dark 

period for Hazara community. According to investigation of DFAT (2021, p. 12) Hazara 
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community is under the risk of persecution from both Taliban and IS-K due to their religious 

identity and distinctive appearance. The last twenty years have relatively been an opportunity 

time for Hazaras (H. S. Sahar, personal communication, March 18, 2023) because the Hazara 

community has been recognized by constitution in 2004 (Akbari, 2022). They received equal 

civil rights which paved the way for Hazaras to have maximum utilization of opportunity for 

their own better future. Despite the Hazaras elites received power from the address of Hazaras, 

they have hardly represented the concerns of Hazaras (Akbari, 2022). Hazarajat has remained 

underdeveloped due to the lack of state investment over the last twenty years. According to 

reports, over 80% of roads in Bamiyan are unpaved, which consequently has affected business 

and transportation of goods and services. In addition, however, the solar power and 

hydroelectric power is facilitated, majority of people do not access power in Bamiyan. It has 

been reported that over 60% healthcare centres in Hazarajat provide only basic healthcare 

services which are reported poor services. It is because the doctors are not interested to go there 

because of isolation and security concerns. The suppliers cannot be reached due to poor 

transport infrastructure (DFAT, 2017, pp. 4-5). 

 

Hazaras are highly educated and mostly live in Kabul due to work opportunities. The 

Hazaras play wider role in economy due to their qualifications; however, they are not able to 

fill the senior civil position because of racial and ethnic identity. Traditionally, Hazaras give 

significant values to education; therefore, based on reports the majority of Hazara children get 

formal education comparing to the children from other ethnic groups in Afghanistan. In 

addition, the private schools of Hazaras in Kabul were highly standardized comparing to any 

other schools in Afghanistan (DFAT, 2017, p. 5). The access of Hazaras to all civil rights, 

evoked Taliban’s anger who consider Hazaras as inferior and subordinate citizens. Therefore, 

over the last twenty years, they have fundamentally targeted Hazara community in the worst 

and brutal way. As the Taliban achieved power again, the Hazaras are deprived of their civic 

rights. The enmity of Taliban could be realized from the statement of former Taliban 

ambassador, Mullah Abdul Salam Zaeef, who spoke to Los Angeles Times on December 10, 

2010, accused Hazaras occupying the country with the support of foreigners. He said that "this 

is the conspiracy of the occupation. The foreigners are supporting the minority against the 

majority," and he warned that we will make the "balance" when the US leave Afghanistan 

(AAN, 2022). Therefore, now Taliban does not have Hazara minister in their cabinet, but only 

one deputy minister. In similar way, in August 2013, when the government decided to upgrade 
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Daikundi, a majority resident area of Hazaras, as a province and appointed many Hazaras in 

military and civil agencies, and helping Hazaras to pushback Kochis from the Hazara majority 

areas in Maidan Wardak province, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, the leader of Hezb-e Islami (Islamic 

Party,) warned that: 

  The day will come when the oppressed people of Afghanistan will rise to claim 

their usurped rights and then they [Hazaras] will not find refuge in any part of the 

country. Some of them will flee to Iran and Iran will treat them brutally and without 

mercy (ANN, 2022). 

 

The analysis of available data illustrates that Hazaras have always been systematically 

deprived and discriminated in Afghanistan; however, they experienced the best period over the 

last twenty years (from 2001 to August 2021) with the support of global community. The 

hostility and enmity of Afghan elites and terrorist groups: Taliban and IS-K with Hazara 

community have been obstacle to development and access of Hazaras to economic resource and 

welfare. 

6.2.2 Interpersonal and ingroup values 
 

It has been argued that people are deprived or ostracized due to their ethnic, religious, 

cultural, linguistic, and gender distinction (S. A. Mousavi, personal communication, March 25, 

2023). Similarly, Dr H. S. Sahar (personal communication, March 18, 2023) also believes that 

the physical appearance of Hazaras to Mongols and being Hazara (A. Malistani, personal 

communication, March 11, 2023) could have been the driving force for Hazaras persecution 

and discrimination in Afghanistan. Based on evidence, one of the critical factors for relative 

deprivation is linked to interpersonal and ingroup values. The Hazaras are discriminated and 

excluded because of many historical factors. For instance, why all Sunni fundamentalists such 

as Taliban, IS-K, and Pashtun elites have the same ideology and position against Hazaras? The 

answer to this question has possibly linked to the statement of Abdul Rahman who wrote to his 

secretary of Sharia Law Court "what do you know about the nature of this tribe [Hazara]? Their 

belief will never get right” (Burnside, 2021). In addition, he ordered the Pashtuns, killing 

Hazaras is not a sin, but a religious reward. This idea has been followed by extremist Sunni, 

especially Pashtuns inhabiting in Afghanistan. Consequently, over the 50% (while most of the 
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sources 60%) of Hazaras population were assassinated by Abdul Rahman who obliged the 

Hazaras women to marry the Pashtuns in order to destroy the Hazaras religious and cultural 

identities. The lands of Hazaras were confiscated and divided within Pashtun tribes such as 

Mohammadzais, Ghilzai, and government officials (Burnside, 2021; S. A. Mousavi, personal 

communication, March 25, 2023; A. Khaweri & H. S. Sahar, personal communication, March 

18, 2023; Z. Hosseini, personal communication, March 23, 2-2023). Moreover, the Pashtun 

ethnocentric ideology was further inspired by Nazi ideology and the rise of Germany as a world 

significant power (Emadi, 1997, p. 369). To undermine the Hazara ethnic identity and promote 

Pashtun superiority in terms of language and culture, the Afghan government provided financial 

support for fictitious historical texts. One such example is the publication of Puta Khazana, The 

Hidden Treasure, in 1960 (Emadi, 1997, p. 369). 

 

The takeover of Afghanistan by Taliban in 1996, they followed the same anti-Hazara 

mechanism like their Pashtun successors. They mostly repressed and tortured Hazaras 

nationwide. In 1998, Taliban committed the worst kind of ethnic cleansing crime. According to 

report almost 2000 to 8000 Hazaras civilians were brutally killed in Mazar-e-Sharif by terrorist 

group of Taliban (Hakimi, 2022, p. 22; DFAT, 2021, p. 12; Human Rights Watch, 1998). The 

reports from the UN, in May 1997, showed that around 2000 to 3000 Taliban prisoners were 

executed in Mazar-e-Sharif. According to some analyses, these killings could have provoked 

Taliban for retaliation; however, the Taliban prisoners were not executed by Hazaras. The 

Hazaras were massacred in Mazar-e-Sharif due to their religious identity and an old blood feud 

of Pashtun with Hazaras (Cooper, 1998). Taliban regarded Shi'as as Kafirs (infidels;) therefore, 

they would kill any Hazaras if they could not prove of their religious identity as Sunni by 

reciting Sunni prayers. Moreover, Mulla Niazi gave three choices to Hazaras: become Sunni 

Muslim or leave or to die in Afghanistan (human rights watch, 1998). To destroy Hazaras 

cultural heritage, in March 2001, Taliban exploded Buddhas of Bamiyan, which have been 

crafted by Hazaras centuries ago and had been the tallest standing statues in the world 

(Burnside, 2021; Limbu, 2023). The Bamiyan Buddhas can clarify the rich culture, developed 

civilization, and religious heritage of Hazaras. The hostile interaction of Taliban with Hazaras 

and other Sunni fundamentalists with Hazaras closely affiliated with ethno-religious and 

psycho-cultural approaches of Hazaras. In addition to Taliban oppression on Hazaras, IS-K also 

fundamentally target Shi'a Muslims and oppose western values. Thus, in 2021, IS-K operated 

many deadly attacks against Shi'as in Afghanistan. For instance, bombing attack on mosques in 
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October 2021 in Kunduz and Kandahar provinces killed 70 and 63 subsequently. The victims 

were mainly Hazaras (DFAT, 2021, p. 11; Human Rights Watch, 2021; Drysdale, 2022). 

According to Dr Chiovenda, the return of Taliban to power in August 2021, the Hazaras were 

exposed to ethnic cleansing once again. The return of Taliban to power, escalated the rate of 

targeting attack against Hazara community (Alton et al., 2022, pp. 9-10). For example, on 

September 30, 2022, the Kaaj, an educational centre of the Hazara community in Kabul, was 

targeted to a terrorist attack. As stated in the UNAMA report, the attack resulted in the loss of 

53 students, predominantly teenage girls, with many injuries. This horrifying attack sparked a 

wave of outrage among Hazaras and other Afghanistani people from different ethnic groups 

across the globe, leading to the emergence of the powerful hashtag #StopHazaraGenocide. By 

the mid-October 2022, the hashtag was retweeted almost 10 million times, highlighting the 

widespread support and solidarity for the cause (EUAA, 2022, p. 9). In addition, in the most 

recent events, the Taliban has taken brutal actions to undermine the cultural and religious values 

of the Hazara community. As part of these actions, the Taliban has forcedly obliged Hazara 

Shiites in Mazar-e-Sharif and Daykundi to attend the obligatory Eid al-Fitr prayer on Friday 

April 21, 2023 (Afghanistan International, 2023). Eid al-Fitr marks the end of the of the month-

long fasting period of Ramadan and is celebrated on different days by Sunni and Shi’a Muslims. 

Sunni Muslims celebrate Eid al-Fitr one day earlier than the Shi’a Muslims. This may be 

connected to the abandonment of Shiism by Abdul Rahman who sent his Sunni clerics to all 

villages in Hazarajat and forced the Hazara Shi'as to attend Sunni mosques (Emadi, 1997, p. 

368). 

6.2.3 Power 
 

Scarce economic resource is sought not only to survive but also to gain more power and 

influence over the others. It is because the power provide ability to humans to "reward" or 

"punish" the weaker ones (Korpi, 1974, p. 1572). This could stabilize their interests and survival 

in unpredictable world of politics. In the context of Afghanistan politics, Afghanization theory 

strongly encouraged power centralization in political system in which the Pashtuns lead the 

leadership and undertake the high hierarchy in expense of other tribal groups. For instance, over 

the last two decades, despite supervision of global community, the head of government and the 

influential posts in cabinet were filled by Pashtuns. Even though the posts of voice-president 

allocated to Tajiks, Uzbeks, and Hazaras, they have had symbolic role or significantly less 
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power in government due to power centralization into hands of president. According to Dr S. 

A. Mousavi (personal communication, March 25, 2023) controlling economic resources and 

power resources are the main characteristics of the Afghan governments. He further mentioned 

according to documents, Abdul Rahman has advised his Pashtun successors that the control and 

leadership of the country should not be left in the hands of other ethnic groups. Thus, 

historically, Pashtuns have been leading the country. Prior to Abdul Rahman, the Hazaras had 

lived and enjoyed of autonomous territory which had included all fertile lands in Kandahar, 

Urozgan, some parts of Nimroz, Helmand, Nangarhar provinces (which are now entirely 

Pashtun inhabitant areas,) Balkh, and central parts of country (S. A. Mousavi, personal 

communication, March 25, 2023, H. S. Sahar, personal communication, March 18, 2023; Y. 

Yasna, personal communication, March 19, 2023). While, according to Henry Walter (1880 

cited in Burnside, 2021) in his book, The Races of Afghanistan, the Hazaras formed the 

paropamisus which embedded all areas in Afghanistan and Pakistan, but in course of time, due 

to excessive atrocities and mass killing, the Hazaras compelled to leave their lands and their 

territory. 

 

Hazaras were forcedly displaced, and their fertile lands were divided amongst Pashtuns. 

Hazaras’ lands in Kandahar and Uruzgan were divided between Durrani and Ghilzai families 

of Pashtuns. In addition, the pasturelands of Hazaras were confiscated by Abdul Rahman 

regime and sold to Pashtun nomads and regimes' loyalists (Alton et al., 2022, p. 27). This forced 

displacement policy has been followed to the contemporary time. Based on the reports from the 

Human Rights Watch in October 2021, Taliban once again commenced forced displacement 

policy which were practiced during Abdul Rahman, in Helmand and Balkh provinces (Alton et 

al., 2022, p. 36). According to recent reports, Taliban have killed around 13 Hazaras in 

Daykundi province on August 20, 2021, and thousands of Hazara were forcedly displaced from 

their places, and their lands were given to Taliban's loyalists. The same things have happened 

in 1990s, Taliban committed massacre against Hazaras and forcedly displaced the survivors 

(Drysdale, 2022). Apart from to all tragic sides, over the last twenty years, Hazaras achieved 

excessive power.  

 

They have empowered their manpower, educated themselves, the Hazaras girls, and 

women achieved high positions in various private and public and national and international 
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organizations. For example, the Hazaras had female governors in Bamiyan and Daykundi and 

policewomen. Hazaras girls were said to have received more education comparing to the girls 

from other ethnic groups. Despite active participation of Hazaras women and girls, like other 

women they experienced gender discrimination, sexual harassment, and domestic violence 

(DFAT, 2017, p. 11). It is solid fact that Hazaras will not stop developing, but the discrimination 

and obstacles will bother them all the times because of communal cleavages and anti-Hazara 

approaches. 

7. Conclusions  
 

In conclusion, this study has explored the underlying factors behind the persecution of 

Hazaras in Afghanistan from the vantage point of both ethno-religious and psycho-cultural 

approaches mainly in three ways: data triangulation through both primary and secondary data 

collection, building theoretical frameworks, namely, protracted social conflicts and relative 

deprivation, and analysing the collected data based on theoretical perspectives. The 

conclusions section consists of five components, each of which is serving the purpose of 

providing a distinct perspective on specific aspect of the study. Summarizing the overall 

findings of RQ, problematizing the methodological, theoretical, and empirical findings, and 

finally depicting the potential scope for further development for future in the field.  

7.1 Answering Research Question 
 

This study provided the case of Hazaras persecution by building theoretical frameworks 

of protracted social conflicts and relative deprivation to present an explanation on the root 

causes of the pains and sufferings of Hazara community in Afghanistan. The RQ has been 

addressed through the components of PSC and RD. 

7.1.1 PSC components 
 

According to analysis of PSC, the Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan can be stemmed 

from three significant factors: international connection, communal cleavages, and structural 

inequality. The findings showed that the persecution of Hazaras in Afghanistan has an 

international dimension. The collapse of the Persian Empire resulted emergence of two new 
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countries: Afghanistan and Iran. Concurrently, the development and influences of two major 

powers: the British Empire in the east and Czarist Russia in the north used Afghanistan as a 

buffer wall to prevent of direct facing. In addition, the major powers used all their possible 

means to influence the political climate in Afghanistan. There are two distinct opinions 

concerning British interests to provide financial and instrumental support to Abdul Rahman: 

either to seek revenge against Hazaras for their contribution to the Maywand War or Hazaras 

rejection of Abdul Rahman as the king who was the puppet of the British Empire. Moreover, 

the Talibanization project in the form of Mujahedeen of ISI backed by CIA also perpetuated 

the longstanding persecution of Hazaras in Afghanistan (Council on Foreign Relations, 2023; 

DFAT, 2021, p. 7; Wilson Center, 2004). Nevertheless, some sources reject the direct 

involvement of CIA in creation of Taliban (Rubin, 2002, p. 1). Based on the evidence, all the 

terrorist groups (Taliban and IS-K) have been supported from outside of country committed 

serious crime in Afghanistan, especially against Hazara community. The second component 

(communal cleavages,) in Afghanistan’s multi-ethnic society, acceptance and social interaction 

of people are based on religious, ethnic, linguistic, regional, and gender identities. The 

misinterpretation of Hazaras values and identities, wrong myths, and misrecognition can also 

have serious consequences in perpetuating Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan. Hazaras have 

been officially recognized as enemy and unbeliever, Kafirs, which has led to common 

resentment against Hazara community. However, the evidence showed that Hazaras 

persecution has multifaceted dimensions, the Abdul Rahman excommunication of Hazaras 

played a significant role, resulting in the mass killing of 60% of the entire Hazara population. 

Killing of Hazaras was even considered as religious reward and was never banned or invalidated 

by the subsequent regimes in Afghanistan. Today, the killing of Hazaras by terrorist groups 

with the same anti-Hazara and -Shi’a ideology received its inspiration from the Abdul 

Rahman’s historical excommunication announcement. In addition, the impunity of criminals 

has been a further encouragement for Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan. The third component 

trigger the Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan is structural inequality. The research indicates 

that there is strong association between asymmetric distribution of scarce economic resources, 

political power, and opportunities with persistence and severity of PSC in the Third World. In 

the case of Afghanistan, the minority groups such as the Hazaras have historically been 

deprived of accessing to equal opportunities in Afghanistan mainly due to ethno-religious and 

psycho-cultural identities. It has been argued that Hazaras admission were banned of certain 

military departments and working as intelligence agents due to being labelled as outsiders (A. 
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Khaweri, personal communication, March 18, 2023,) while Hazaras political participation 

varied over the time.  

7.1.2 RD components  
 

Regarding to relative deprivation, the discriminatory construction of institutions in 

Afghanistan has link to the Pashtun ethnocentric ideology, which mostly viewed the Hazaras 

as rebels. The rise of Hazaras to achieve political, economic, and civic power, was perceived as 

a threat to the Afghan regimes’ stability. Thus, Hazaras were tortured and deprived of their 

economic, political, and civic rights for decades. According to findings, three components had 

great contribution in Hazaras deprivation in Afghanistan: Accessing to welfare and economy, 

interpersonal and ingroup values, and gaining maximum power. 

 

The first component of RD (access to welfare and economy,) in Afghanistan, the 

historical evidence showed that Hazaras have been relatively deprived of accessing to economic 

resources and welfare due to Pashtun regimes excessive demands for power and scarce 

resources. This continued until the fall of Taliban in 2001 by US-led NATO mission. Despite 

over the last twenty years of relative democracy in Afghanistan and the presence of the US in 

Afghanistan, this period is opened a new window of opportunities for Hazaras to grow. Despite 

of all sorts of systematic and structural discrimination against Hazaras, they significantly 

contributed to power quotas, civil society, and military and received more education comparing 

to any other ethnic groups. The second component of relative deprivation is correlated with 

interpersonal and ingroup values. Hazaras relative deprivation is associated with their distinct 

values and identities: religious beliefs, ethnicity, culture, physical appearance (more similar to 

Mongols,) and the Hazaragi accent, a branch of Dari language. The interviewed viewed that the 

structural discrimination and physical victimization of Hazaras can be stemmed from Abdul 

Rahman’s statement, in which he questioned Hazaras origin and beliefs, authorized the military 

and public of killing Hazaras and deemed it as a religious obligation. Surprisingly, this 

statement has never been condemned and banned by his Pashtun successors. Therefore, the 

emergence of terrorist groups of Taliban and IS-K clarified that these groups also target Hazaras 

with the same ideology. Over the history, the Pashtun regimes employed all possible means to 

destroy Hazaras identity and culture, such as forced marriages of Hazara women, exploding the 
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Buddhas of Bamiyan, targeting their education centres, mosques, wedding ceremonies, sport 

stadiums, and so on. In the most recent event, Taliban obliged Hazaras to celebrate their 

religious festivals based on Sunni religious festivals. The third component of the Hazaras 

relative deprivation relates to the pursuit of power and dominance of Pashtun regimes over the 

minority groups. Based on evidence provided by interviewees, the implementation of 

Afghanization theory required submission and subjugation of the Hazaras because it has been 

argued that Hazaras have been politically powerful and populous ethnic in the southern and 

central parts of country. Therefore, the only way that Abdul Rahman could defeat Hazaras was 

by issuing Takfir which invoked the anger of common people against Hazara community. In 

addition, Abdul Rahman authorized anyone to kill Hazaras, loot their properties, confiscate 

their lands, and enslave their women. The power centralization and ethnic superiority policy of 

Pashtun regimes continued to forcibly displace Hazaras for decades. For instance, Taliban 

forcedly displaced Hazaras and replaced them with Kochis and Talib loyalists, and still Taliban 

practice the same displacement policy. According to the evidence, the twenty years of the US 

presence in Afghanistan is considered as glorious period for Hazara community. During this 

period, Hazara community held governmental positions at different levels such as vice-

president, ministers, member of Parliaments, governors, and civil servants. 
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7.2 Theoretical conclusions  

The majority of all conflicts characterized as PSC occur in the Third World. The 

Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan is a prime example of such conflict, which has prompted 

me to use PSC framework in my study to gain more profound understanding of the sufferings 

of Hazaras in Afghanistan. The relative deprivation theory depicted the comparison of being 

disadvantage comparing to other individuals and their groups.  

In addition to PSC and RD, the other theoretical perspectives could also be used for 

studying Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan such as social identity and human security. The 

social identity theory could have been helpful because it would explain the importance of group 

membership and identity in shaping social conflicts. Therefore, Hazara community have 

witnessed of identity-based conflict and discrimination in Afghanistan due to their distinct 

physical appearance, beliefs, culture, and language. This theory could have been helpful in 

explaining how the identity-based conflict and discrimination has contribution in triggering the 

protractedness and intensiveness of Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan. Moreover, human 

security theory could also be used for studying Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan. This 

theoretical perspective mainly depicts the importance of individual and group protection from 

all sorts of violence consisting economic, environmental, political, and cultural violence. In this 

sense, Hazara community have consistently experienced ranges of security problems such as 

terrorist attacks, economic marginalization, and severe social discrimination, all of which 

challenge Hazaras human security. Therefore, the application of human security theory can help 

figuring out the violence which endanger human security and what solutions to be enhanced to 

reduce the risk of human security. 

 7.3 Methodological conclusions  
 

The research methodology employed for this study was the case study research method. 

This enabled the researcher to obtain a comprehensive and profound understanding of the root 

causes of the pains and sufferings that Hazara community undergone over the course of many 

years. To reduce the potential for bias and increase the reliability of this study, the author 

utilized data triangulation by gathering data from diverse sources: primary and secondary 

sources. To fulfil the research objective, the researcher conducted interview with both experts 
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and non-experts. The experts were chosen due to their expertise knowledge on the selected topic 

and the non-experts provided insights into the real-life experiences of Hazaras living under the 

Taliban rule. Fortunately, the author was able to successfully reach nearly to all intended 

experts. The participants contribution benefited this paper mainly in three ways. Firstly, the 

export interviews provided in-depth and rich data through explanatory open-ended questions 

and probing. The interviewees provided their insight, opinions, and experiences that could not 

be achieved by data collection methods. Secondly, the interviews add clarification and 

validation to the research study. Thirdly, accessing to experts who have first-hand experience 

and specialized knowledge can enhance research's credibility.  

 

Concerning accessing to materials, the author got accessed to Linnaeus University’s 

digital library as well as books from all public libraries within Sweden, but it is an obvious fact 

that the access to confidential historical texts and the agreements between Afghan regimes and 

the British Empire cannot be accessible in the public libraries and universities. For the future 

academic endeavours, the author is hopeful to be able to access to the content of agreement 

between Abdul Rahman and the British Empire which can be accessible at British National 

Museum. This thesis is expected to be a helpful and reliable academic source either for 

comprehension of causes for Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan and can serve as evidence for 

future research. 

7.4 Empirical conclusions  
 

Throughout the paper, the author has made deliberate efforts to increase the reliability 

and validity of the paper by utilizing data triangulation which reduces the risk of bias. As stated 

by Yin (2018, p. 46) the purpose of reliability is to reduce the risk of biases and errors in the 

study. Additionally, the author used the case study method in his research protocol to further 

enhance the reliability of collected data. This approach assists to ensure procedural guidance in 

data collection and analysis, thereby it increased the validity of the study. This paper mainly 

used two sources of evidence: primary data through personal communication and secondary 

data by using books, articles and journals, inquiries, and Newspapers. To fulfil the research 

objective, the author prepared interview guide which helped selecting of an appropriate target 

group, interview methods, and ethical considerations.  
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It is worth noted that some empirical findings may not directly be related to research 

question including specifying when and what exact research methods should be used, how 

interviews should be conducted, and which online platforms should be utilized. Furthermore, 

not all empirical findings align to researchers’ expectation. In this paper, additional empirical 

findings include the benefit of online interview methods and the effectiveness of open-ended 

interview in the format of semi-structured questions. All in all, the utilization of data 

triangulation and case study methods in addition to careful ethical consideration and interview 

guide, has helped the author to reach a robust and reliable data which provided valuable insights 

about the longstanding Hazaras persecution in Afghanistan.  

7.5 Issues for further research  
 

The author expresses optimism to pursue further research in Hazara study with the aim 

of figuring out the experiences of Hazaras diaspora in terms of displacement, identity building, 

and cultural survival. While this paper has exclusively concentrated on identification and 

analysation all possible root causes of Hazaras persecution stemmed from PSC and RD.  

 

I am passionate to delve into various themes if granted the opportunity. Firstly, I am 

keen to further explore the far-reaching consequences of the withdrawal of the US forces, which 

subsequently led to the resurgence of the Taliban in 2021, on the humanistic situation of the 

Hazara community in Afghanistan. Secondly, due to the longstanding anti-Hazara mechanism 

and various types of persecution and subjugation, the Hazaras, who are primarily from 

Afghanistan, migrated to other parts of the world, especially in Pakistan, Iran, India, Central 

Asia, Europe, Australia, and America. I am eager to explore the experiences of the Hazara 

diaspora, particularly what difficulties the Hazara diaspora members undertook in the ways they 

navigate their displacement, identity formation, and cultural survival. However, there are a few 

research about Hazara diaspora, they are more journalistic in nature. Therefore, there is a wider 

scope for research about the Hazara diaspora. An intensive study in this filed will help to 

develop an insight understanding of these dynamics and acknowledge policies that support the 

well-being of Hazara diaspora communities and other marginalized ethnic groups. In addition, 

this study would investigate the relationship of diaspora with their country of origin, 

Afghanistan, as well. 



 
 

58 (66) 

Appendices 

Appendix one: Glossary 
Afghan – refers to Pashtun ethnic group. I have used terminology of “Afghanistani” as 

national identity of all citizens. 

Afghanistan– its transliteration is combined of two words: Afghan refers to Pashtun and stan 

means place, which indicates to the land of Afghans or Pashtuns (Mousavi, 1998, p. 4). 
Eid al-Fitr– Arabic words refer to the festival of breaking fast of month of Ramadan. In 

which period Muslims will be fast from before dawn until sunset each day during Ramadan 

(Brandeis University, n.d.). 

Emir– an Arabic word means commander or prince. Muslims in Middle East use it to refer 

powerful officials who hold military commander and administrative positions (Britannica, 

2016). 

Farhanq– a Persian word means to culture (Chai and Conversation, n.d.). 

Hazarajat – inhabited area of Hazaras, mainly covers three provinces: Bamiyan, Orozgan, 

and Ghur, but it also includes some other provinces such as Herat, Fahra, Kandahar, Ghazni, 

Parwan, Baghlan, Balkh, and Badghis (Mousavi, 1998, p. xiii). 

Kafir – an Arabic word means infidels. It is usually regarded to non-Muslims (Oxford 

reference, n.d.). 

Kharijite– stemmed from the word of Khawarij is an Arabic word which means "those who 

exit the community" (Sonn & Frarr, 2009, para. 1). It indicates to number of people who were 

the supporters of Ali, the prophet Mohammad's cousin, and son in-law, but later on stood 

against him. 

Mujahideen– is the plural form of Mujahid, an Arabic word, meaning a fighter who does 

Jihad, the holy war for the sake of God in Islamic countries (Britannica, 2023). 

Sahib– Arabic word means sir or master. It was used by Indian in colonial India to address 

high European officials (Merriam-Webster, n.d.).  

Taboo – something which is restricted or unmentionable (Mousavi, 1998, p. 5). 

Takfir– is an Arabic word refers to a Muslims who becomes infidel or unbeliever. Accusing 

or deeming another Muslim of practicing apostasy is called Takfir (Zahid, 2022, para. 1).  
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Appendix two: Interviews 
All interview transcriptions and voice records attached in separate files. Click the 

transcriptions to access interview transcription and click on the name of each interviewee to 

access their voice records. 

Dr Sayed Asker Mousavi, Dr Hafiz Shariati Sahar, and Dr Yaqub Yasna 
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