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abstract 

 

Petridou, Ioanna (2022). “Women and men not walking in same paths”- Public space and public 

policy through intersectionality 

Human Geography, advanced level, master thesis for master exam in Human Geography, 30 ECTS 

credits  

Supervisor: Natasha Alexandra Webster  

Language: English 

The experience of women in public space is a growing concern in urban research, geography, and 

policy agendas. This thesis first aims to explore women’s individual experience in public spaces 

and how it relates to dominant planning practices. Then aims to apply this knowledge to thinking 

about ways planners can improve their understanding of individual experiences and implement the 

intersectional theory into planning practice and public policy. To explore these issues this study 

uses two methods that work in tandem, walking interviews and the story completion method. The 

results highlight how patriarchal structures in the planning process and public space shape 

women’s experiences, impose limitations on their mobility and stress the challenges women face 

in public space related to planning practices. An intersectional approach to urban planning and 

public policy presents the importance of understanding the diversity of experiences within public 

space and that these different perspectives matter for how we shape urban planning.  
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policy. 
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1 introduction 

 

In recent years, new concepts have been included in the public discourse concerning women's 

experience in physical space. For example, the term feminist urban planning reflects the efforts of 

women in the field of urban planning and geography to exonerate previous ideas about urban 

planning and in particular the general belief that ‘urban planning should be neutral’ (Ortiz 

Escalante & Gutiérrez Valdivia, 2015). The concept of intersectionality stresses the need for 

liberation from the concept of neutrality by delving into the different identities there are within a 

greater group of people, such as that of women (Davis, 2008). Feminist geographers have stressed 

that urban planning on public space produces patriarchal and oppressive norms at expense of 

women and argued for the reduced access of women to public space (Oberhauser et al., 2017). 

Recent research from Kern (2021) delved into issues such as city planning and how cities are 

‘designed by men for men’, and shed light on the problems of mobility and limited access women 

face because of patriarchal urban planning. In this feminist geography literature, women’s 

experience in conjunction with urban planning are documented and observed, but not explored and 

analyzed in ways that concern a more in-depth analysis of why women feel this way, how urban 

planning and policies play a role in this, through an intersectional scope.   

Contemporary society, developing under a highly dominant economic and social system, 

capitalism, presents a multitude of disparities.  These inequalities are also reflected in urban 

planning and public space. We live in a world where public space is characterized by conceivable 

and real barriers, social and economic (Τσαβδάρογλου, 2016). UN Women reports claim that 

women and girls experience daily harassment, of any kind, in public space, in all countries of the 

world (UN Women, 2017). From the classical age and ancient Greece, the entry of women into 

the "agora", the public space where social, political, and economic processes took place, was 

forbidden. The public space is until today deeply gendered and does not correspond to the 

overarching need for its design that of an inclusive space, on the contrary, it seems to create barriers 

for women and other groups of people on the margins (Young, 1989). Feminist geographers 

contend that public spaces are masculine and heteronormative resulting in limited access and use 

by women and other groups (Oberhauser et al., 2017).  

Despite research into public space, there is a limited engagement and theorizing about how women 

experience public space and the policies pursued in urban planning and in particular in the light of 

intersectionality. For example, within geography and, in particular, feminist geography researchers 

have extensively explored how women fear being in public spaces alone and experience the ‘fear 

of crime’ (Tandogan & Ilhan, 2016). Many researchers explored the feeling of fear, which is 

observed in women in public space, and the paradox of what brings the victimization of women to 

be statistically lower than that of men (Johansson & Haandrikman, 2021). Under these analytical 

lenses, academic and practical questions arise such as how do the policies implemented in urban 

planning and the shaping of public space affect the embodied experience of women there? How 

and why do women, having a multitude of different identities, use public space, what are their 

feelings and where is their gaze, and what do they think when they are in this context. These 

questions concern scholars and are the general framework that will then lead to the formulation of 

the research questions of this present thesis which was developed in the Swedish context.  
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In a broader context, Sweden is one of the countries that hold high positions in terms of gender 

equality in Europe’s different fields, namely in 2020 it was first in the Gender Equality Index of 

the European Institute for Gender Equality (European Institute of Gender Equality , 2020). 

Focusing on the urban fabric many consider Swedish public space as a ‘women-friendly 

environment’ - or at least perceived as such due to the variety of applied policies towards gender 

equality and enhancing women’s position in society (Nyberg, 2012). However, there aren’t many 

researches that focus on urban planning. I will explore the restrictive and oppressive norms 

imposed on women by patriarchal dominant planning practices and at the same time, I will try to 

lift women’s voices to enable them narrate their experiences and observations and enable us, 

planners and policymakers, to move toward shaping urban planning through gender and 

intersectional perspective. Hence, the aim of this thesis is two-dimensional. First, to explore 

women’s individual experience in public spaces and how it relates to dominant planning practices 

and second to apply this learning to thinking about ways planners can improve their understanding 

of individual experiences and implement the intersectional theory into planning practice and public 

policy.  The research questions posed in this thesis are developing around what women narrate as 

challenges they experience that relate to dominant planning practices and how we could use this 

knowledge and intersectional thinking to improve planning and policy practices.  

Scholars argue the importance of intersectional analysis in public policy for various reasons. 

Manuel (Kinney, 2017) elaborated on why this is crucial, by focusing on individuals’ behavior 

towards the policies pursued (Hankivsky & Jordan-Zacher, 2019). To exemplify, Manuel 

(Hankivsky & Jordan-Zacher, 2019, p. 189) utilizes family leave policies that have been 

implemented. Arguing that policymakers must consider the dissimilar impact of these policies on 

different groups of people. Concentration on the individual behavior and unique characteristics of 

people is vital for the development of the public policy field and urban planning, in a direction of 

reducing disparities and inclusive society. Building on these concepts, in this thesis, I focus on 

women’s experience in public spaces through this theoretical framework by lifting their voices and 

exploring urban planning in a context such as Sweden. 

1.1 thesis structure 

 

This thesis proceeds as follows. In Chapter 2 I introduce the basic theory and concepts concerning 

this specific research and shape the perspective from which I, as a writer, will explore the research 

topic. Concepts such as public space, feminist geography, public policy and the main theory of 

this thesis, intersectionality.  

In Chapter 3 the methodology and the analysis of the methods that were used to generate data. 

Walking interviews and Story Completion method are the tools that were used to research what 

this thesis is questioning. All selected methods are oriented towards the experience of women in 

public space and the further examination of the policies followed in public policy and urban 

planning. This thesis uses walking interviews, and the story completion method, to utilize a busy 

and central area in the city of Stockholm (see Map 1: Position of the area where walking interviews 

were conducted within Stockholm Municipality). In a place where there is access by car, on foot, 

by bike (bike lanes), and by public transport (train, subway, and bus) and there are a variety of 

land uses, such as commercial uses, entertainment, education, work, open public spaces such as 
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squares and parks. Thus, an area that meets the above criteria in the central web of the city is 

Vasastan and Odenplan, Stockholm. In addition, three public spaces with great use in the selected 

area were chosen to be utilized in the second method used, Odenplan Square, Observatory groves, 

and St Eriksplan metro station in Vasastan (to have an overview of these public spaces, see images 

1,2 and 3 respectively). Next, in Chapter 4 the empirical findings are presented. Reference is made 

to what the women who participated in the research are experiencing in public space and original 

parts of what they say will be quoted. Then, Chapter 5 the answer to the research questions through 

a disscusion chapter. Then in Chapter 6 the reccomendations part as a more practical asnwer to 

what this thesis aims. Finally, Chapter 7 which summarizes the conclusions and what this research 

could offer to the literature and possible future research.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map  1 Position of the area walking interview conducted within Stockholm Municipality 

Image  1 Odenplan Square Source 

www.3xn.com 

Image  2 Observatory Groves Source 

www.trifihi-parks.com 

Image  3 St Eriksplan Metro Station 

Source Ionut @ www.storytours.eu 
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1.2 societal relevance 

 

The research followed for this thesis focuses on women and thereby lifts their voices that are, even 

today, overlooked and misjudged in public space and public policy. The policy framework related 

to women’s use of public space considers women as a part of the planning process and not the 

main aspect of it (Dorries & Harjo , 2020). In addition, the integration of the intersectionality 

approach in public policy is a major issue in a contemporary society oriented towards including 

the experience of women into urban planning and the public space. However, intersectionality in 

public policy concerning women’s experience in public space is a theoretical approach that has 

not been extensively researched and is clearly not implemented. Therefore, women who use public 

space to a great extent every day are still not accounted for their individual identities in public 

policy and urban planning. 

The absence of concrete and inclusive policies for women, who hold a pivotal part in our society, 

and the limited or delimited access to public space is indisputably problematic. These pathogenies 

mirror the difficulties of public policy and urban planning to absorb relatively new theories but 

also the surrounding social atmosphere regarding social changes that are imposed and represented 

by theories, such as intersectionality, and to plan based on equality and the sense of inclusion. It 

is generally considered that feminist geography is a much-discussed matter in public discourse, 

yet the debate, on the one hand, covers a multitude of issues, and on the other, in the 

implementation of these perspectives, there is limited evidence in public policy or urban planning. 

This is relevant as women’s experience in public space is different than that of men (Kern, 2021;  

Oberhauser, et al., 2017). In theory, public space is designed based on human experience and then 

some individual characteristics that are present in a group of people. As a tool for that purpose 

public policy aims to enable everyone to have the so-called "good life" (Manuel, 2006) and 

mitigate potential disparities in society. However, the reality is noticeably different. Women 

referring to their experience in the public space largely focus on the feeling of insecurity and fear 

they experience (Kern, 2021). Women often discuss their feeling of limited and instrumental use 

of public space by themselves (Oberhauser, et al., 2017).  

The aforementioned matters are deeply rooted in political and social issues related to urban 

planning and public policy. Embedded socio-political systems, such as the patriarchy leads to the 

sharpening of inequalities and in this case to the limited use of public space by women 

(Moghadam, 2002 ). As a possible answer to the above, intersectionality theory and its orientation 

toward how personal identities are interconnected (Crenshaw et al., 1995) manages to shift the 

public discourse and also highlight the necessary policies on another path, that of more inclusive 

urban planning and public policy but also the need for further research and the development in the 

convergence of this theory and public policy.  

This thesis developed on the ground of raising women's voices and experiences in public space 

and link relating issues to public policy and urban planning. There is a clear lack of bridging 

between intersectional understandings of public space at a theoretical level and implementation of 

this knowledge at the planning or policy level. Moreover, deepening into these personal 
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experiences appear social influences driven by social problems, such as the limited use of public 

space by women, but also looking to a more inclusive and equal future. Women’s experiences are 

elaborated in urban planning but also in socio-political issues which are partly expressed in society 

through public policy. Intersectionality and gender are the lenses through which this thesis will 

develop. 

Building on the existing literature this study aims to deepen to the challenges women narrate 

concerning their individual experiences in public space and the prevailing planning practices. 

Going one step further, this paper additionally aims to draw on this knowledge in such a way as to 

be a tool for planners both in understanding individual experience and in applying the 

intersectional theory to policy. Exploring such complex issues and trying to make suggestions to 

improve the women's experience is not an easy task. The methods chosen to explore the issues 

raised, enhancing the female experiences but also placing the collective experience of myself as a 

researcher and the participating women in the public space of Stockholm is an important beginning 

for the multidimensional connection of these complex concepts. The top-down approach for urban 

planning and the analysis of women's individual experiences will add to the existing literature a 

patchwork of social responsiveness and urban planning.  

1.3 academic relevance  

 

Women’s experience in public spaces has become a major topic of discussion and engendered 

much debate not only in public social discourse but also in academia. This present thesis draws 

attention to the narratives of women’s experience in public space, urban planning, and public 

policy in regards to women’s experience and the implementation of that through an intersectional 

analytical lens. In addition, contingent this thesis attempts to fill a considerable gap in the literature 

about this kind of linkages between urban planning-public policy and intersectionality. 

First, urban planning has been a much-debated issue in recent years in academic research. In the 

effort to decode public space and the restrictions identified in it, various issues of disparities and 

limitations have arisen (Kern, 2021; Τσαβδάρογλου, 2016; Oberhauser, Fluri, Whiston, & Mollett, 

2017; Harvey, 2012). The experience of women in the public space has been explored in academic 

research, however, the focus on urban planning and public policy that affects this experience could 

be considered understudied. Moreover, due to my positionality, which will be discussed 

extensively in later chapters, it is necessary to link social science and the observation of human 

mobility in the field with urban/architectural science and the public policy pursued today. By 

focusing on an area in central Stockholm, this study builds on the existing literature as it provides 

a new lens on women’s narrative and experience in public space.  

Second, intersectionality theory is a relatively new theory. However, this theory was coined by 

Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw in 1989 (Crenshaw, 1993) which is now almost 30 years after. It is 

a long period in which very important social, political, and economic events have occurred which 

have either slowed down or accelerated the exploration of the theory. The connection of theory 

with public policy, although necessary, has not been extensively developed and researched 
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(Manuel, 2006). In other words, it is recognized from the literature that the two concepts have not 

coexisted in practice but the point is that they have not flourished in research as well. This thesis 

adds to this strand in research as it provides a contingent combination of concepts and practices 

that have not been explored. The interconnectedness of urban planning with public policy in the 

light of intersectionality. 

1.4 aim and research questions 

 

The aim of this thesis is twofold: 1) to explore women’s individual experience in public spaces 

and how it relates to dominant planning practices and 2) to apply this learning to thinking about 

ways planners can improve their understanding of individual experiences and implement the 

intersectional theory into planning practice and public policy. This will be explored within the 

context of the effort to deepen the understanding of women's experiences in the public space. The 

core of this thesis is to try and think about ways these challenges can be overcome.  Drawing upon 

the feelings and experiences of women in public space, this thesis understands and emphasizes the 

complexity of the social and personal existence of experiences as they are driven by strong social 

systems. The ambition is for the final result to demonstrate how can one develop an inclusive and 

gender-equal public space. It has been identified that there is literature related to women’s 

experience in the public space in academic research, however, this thesis aspires to focus on urban 

planning and public policy that shapes this experience and could be considered understudied. I 

ultimately pose the following research questions: 

1. How do women’s narrations of their experiences in public space highlight 

planning challenges? 

2. How can planners use intersectional thinking to improve planning and policy 

practice?  

To address these questions, I explore the feelings and narratives of women to gauge how they 

experience public space. Obtaining the valuable data emerging from women users of public space, 

in walking interviews and story completion method, I wonder and then propose how it is possible 

to use this knowledge through an intersectional theoretical context.  

1.5 contributions 

 

This thesis aims to contribute in two different ways to the research on women’s experience in 

public space and the feminist urban planning and geography in general: 

 empirical: empirical work done used methods of walking interviews and story completion in a 

central area in Stockholm (Vasastan and Odenplan) exploring women’s individual experience 

in public places, through their gender. The starting point of these issues was the integrated 

position women experience public space. Although nowadays there is a social perception of 

the consolidation of the feminist movement in planning fields empirical evidence is presented 

differently.  
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 policy relevance: to convert the knowledge obtained from the empirical work followed to a 

tool for generating suggestions to connect both the theory of intersectionality with public 

policy but furthermore integrate planning process into that dipole may support in endeavors of 

social equality and more specifically cities that are designed for everyone recognizing the 

individual and unique identities they carry.  
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2 theoretical and conceptual framework 

 

Before proceeding to the empirical body of this thesis, I will go through some key concepts and 

the wider theoretical framework used in this thesis. In this chapter, I discuss theoretical concepts 

taken into account for this thesis, the theory of intersectionality, and its relation to public policy. 

In addition, fundamental concepts for this thesis, of public space and feminist geography are 

outlined in this chapter.  

2.1 intersectionality  

 

Intersectionality is a relatively new theory that is gradually being established in academic dialogue. 

This theory has concerned feminist discourse as it examines the unique experiences of women and 

at the same time develops the theorization of patriarchy (Valentine, 2007). The theory of 

intersectionality coined by Black legal scholar Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw, when she compared 

the legal status of black women and men with white women (Crenshaw, 1993). Crenshaw and 

other race theorists coined the term "intersectionality" to emphasize the interrelationship of race 

with other identities as they rejected concepts such as class, gender, ethnicity, etc. as individual 

categories (Crenshaw, et al., 1995). Crenshaw first coined the theory of intersectionality (1989) 

and developed it around race, however other researchers use it in very different ways (Hankivsky 

& Cormier, 2011; Webster & Zhang, 2021; Rodó-de-Zárate, 2013).  

The fundamental pillar of the theory of intersectionality is that in society the personal identities of 

race, gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, etc. are interconnected and operate in conjunction (Zinn 

& Dill, 1996; Crenshaw et al, 1995). Researchers with the exploration of intersectionality theory 

have tried to delve into analyzes concerning the identities of an individual and what kind of 

situations they produce, in which those involved are often confronted with discrimination and 

racism (Manuel, 2006). Moreover, intersectionality theory argues that what people experience and 

their choices in life are the results of a complex correlation of their identities and this results from 

observation and multi-axis analysis.  

A cornerstone for growth and exploration of the theory of intersectionality is the crucial need for 

further research on power structures in our society. These are complex issues that have deep roots 

in the capitalist and patriarchal society, and it was necessary to understand these power relations 

produced by different identities of race, gender, and ethnicity. But also, as Hill Collins (1995) 

argues, to explore these “social locations” to understand on the one hand where they come from 

and at the same time to explain how the oppressive systems produced are interconnected. 

Intersectionality is a complex and recently developed theory; therefore, it has sparked a 

multifaceted academic dialog and many scholars are exploring it from different angles. 

The dominant ideas on which the theory of intersectionality is based are not completely new in 

academia. Wilson (2013)  stated that what is growing faster today, the theory of intersectionality 

and what it represents, pre-existed long before its modern delimitation by Crenshaw, mostly by 

black women who oppose the feminist discourse attempt to homogenize experiences and obfuscate 

the factor of individual and multiple identities.  
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 It is of major importance to recognize that the social structures we examine today with the theory 

of the intersection of patriarchy and so on have been the subject of research on feminism since 

1970, according to Valentine (2007). Nash (2008, p. 2) on the other hand, stresses that 

“intersectionality tool designed” to “combat feminist hierarchy, hegemony, and exclusivity”. 

However, some scholars argue that it is necessary for the evolution of feminist geography to 

include the theory of intersectionality as its basis (Rodó-de-Zárate, 2013).  

A key element of the theory of intersectionality is the attempt to shed light on diversity and how 

each group of people is governed by a multitude of different elements (Roco, 2018). Before the 

rise of this theory, socially and academically, we had not been able to focus, identify and shed 

light, to the maximum extent and as a dominant issue to those who were oppressed by social norms, 

racism, patriarchy, capitalism, on the contrary, public discourse strengthened such perceptions 

resulting in many people being even more oppressed. According to Rodó-de-Zárate (2015), 

intersectionality theory enables researchers to theorize connections between different categories 

in people’s lives and therefore to pay attention to people who until then were not able to express 

their experiences. Through the chosen methods used in this thesis, walking interviews and the story 

completion method, it was possible to deepen on the individual experience of women in the public 

space, which is often overlooked. 

Considering the application of this theory to research, its overarching purpose is, according to 

Espín (2015), to throw light on the matter that the relevant identities concern a set of identities and 

not just that of the "woman", on the contrary, it concerns a woman of a certain “class of nationality, 

age, religion, and immigration history” (Espín, 2015, p. 38). Furthermore, in research on women's 

safety in public spaces, it is observed that non-white women and those who do not belong in the 

middle class are often subsumed into the broad category of 'woman', according to Listerborn 

(2016). This is problematic and exclusive, as important identities of women are not taken into 

consideration. Hence, the use of intersectionality but also the reference to the underlying power 

relations is an important step for the substantial development of inclusiveness-oriented research. 

Despite the importance and necessity of the existence of the theory of intersectionality, but also 

the gradual but crucial shift in modern reality that engendered the need for inclusion and 

understanding of individual identities, the literature is not in abundance. In the capitalist neoliberal 

society, we live in, inequality plagues harmonious coexistence and both personal and collective 

freedom. What is achieved through an intersectional lens is the analysis of the interconnectedness 

of different forms of discrimination and thus manages to disentangle the complex picture of 

oppression and inequality (Weldon, 2008), something that is of major importance nowadays. 

Intersectionality stresses on the multiple identities but further than that explores the intersecting 

power on social and spatial relations that shape these identities (Collins & Bilge, 2016) in this 

thesis the focus is on gender with different axes on women’s identities in conjunction with space. 

2.2 public space 

 

Public discourse often discusses public space through the lens of property rights and its 

accessibility (Πέττας, 2018). Nevertheless, the fundamental pillar of the development of public 

space is the people, the social gatherings, and the daily fermentations that take place there and 

ultimately largely determine its character (ibid). Moreover, what is observed, especially nowadays 
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when neoliberalism is a dominant element that shapes the economic-political-social reality, is a 

tendency to "de-socialize" public space and connect it with more practical/technocratic issues and 

policies. However, the core of the public space is the social relations and behaviors that are 

generated within its limits. 

Defining public space is not easy. There are numerous definitions of public space, however, it is 

an extremely complex and multi-layered space, both geographically and conceptually. The concept 

of public space has engendered a variety of interpretations and definitions. The perspectives in 

which it is expressed are conflicting and for this reason, we need to be cautious as readers and 

transparent as researchers about the point of view, the positionality, and the lived experience in 

the light of which each definition is created. This thesis will attempt to deepen the interconnected 

and ever-changing relationship of public space with social relations, the direction of this thesis is 

the dipole of urban planning and social imagery in the light of gender inequalities that have been 

observed. Furthermore, under empirical research and selected theories, this thesis will try to shed 

light on the "sociability" of public space, that is, a space based on social processes, shaped, and 

designed with the foundation of social conditions and human interactions. Secondly, a pillar of 

this thesis is the exploration of how and if the existing urban planning reflects the social 

imperatives. As well as what it can do to absorb them. Finally, the above are explored from the 

perspective of gender inequalities that exist in modern society. Following this structure and in line 

with my research design, I am going to refer to various definitions given by researchers for public 

space, and then I will try to formulate my own definition which will compliment this particular 

work.  

Public space evolves and is shaped in conjunction with differing chronological eras. Hence, the 

definitions of public space have evolved and diversified over time, always in line with the socio-

political situation of each period. To exemplify, public space in ancient Athens was one of the 

most important parts of the city with dominant importance for the daily life of the citizens (Πέττας, 

2018) in which the appearance of women was illegal, therefore it consisted solely of men. The 

public space of Agora of Ancient Athens is a place that is directly connected with the state of the 

Republic, with commercial and social transactions, and generally a place where a multitude of 

social collective events take place (ibid). The feudal regime, the Middle Ages, the pre-capitalist 

society, and then the industrial revolution reshaped public space, resulting in additional restrictions 

on it. 

In more contemporary definitions now in their book on public space, Carr et al., (1992, p. xi) 

identify public space as “(…) the common ground where people carry out the functional and ritual 

activities that bind a community, whether in the normal routines of daily life or in periodic 

festivities.”. This is how the UN-Habitat defined public space:  

“Public spaces are all places publicly owned or of public use, accessible and enjoyable by 

all for free and without a profit motive. Public spaces are a key element of individual and 

social well-being, the places of a community’s collective life, expressions of the diversity 
of their common, natural and cultural richness, and a foundation of their identity. […] The 

community recognizes itself in its public places and pursues the improvement of their 

spatial quality.” (UN Habitat, 2015, p. 6) 
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Some scholars have defined public space in the light of capitalism and the elitization of public 

space. To exemplify, Harvey (2012) argued that public space is a socially complex space, and there 

is always a constant public debate which is related to the production of public space and whose 

interests serve. He argued that the working class and socially disadvantaged groups are not a key 

axis in the design of public space (ibid). Today, public space seems to continue to be exclusive 

and oppress groups of people who are on the margins. Tsavdaroglou (2016) argued that public 

space is becoming more and more a topic of public discourse in the light of the dipole of the 

interconnected concepts “Commons” and “Enclosures”. In a fully simplified explanation, the 

common space, and generally "commons" such as health, education, and public infrastructure, in 

which a variety of social activities take place and should be open to all is now enclosed to serve 

the high socio-economic class, in capitalist society. This enclosure is achieved by the 

implementation of barriers such as street tolls, privatizations, and gated communities (ibid).  

The aforementioned approaches and concerns about public space, are not universal approaches by 

researchers and planners. On the contrary, many advocate the neoliberal approach, which leads to 

a public space with limited access, privatization, and profit-oriented. Powell (2013) argues that 

urban planners and local governments promote the design of “luxury public spaces” aiming to 

attract affluent tourists as central users. In the era of neoliberal urbanism, we see the growing 

consolidation of planning divergences, with increasingly gentrified neighborhoods to create urban 

cores of profit and accessibility for all in public space to be extensively reduced (Sassen, 2010). 

Zukin (2010, p. 211) argued that in Manhattan’s Lower East Side, a gentrified area, community 

gardens served to “take land out of the market economy and ‘decommodify’ it”, today serve the 

bourgeois middle class, consolidating the consumer trend for special and organic products 

(Martinez, 2010). This planning approach leads to further sharpening of disparities in general but 

also in urban areas, affluent neighborhoods, and segregated areas. 

Most definitions of public space are not limited to the description of tangible real space in the city 

instead focus on its social nature. Bidding for the duality of public space, Vaiou (Βαΐου, 2002, p. 

70) claims that: 

“The public refers to the city's public space, but also to the social institutions and relations 

that define it and conflict within it (job, education, politics, leisure...) in the formation of a 
"public sphere" where individual and collective identities are formed and characteristics of 

the citizen: autonomy, equality, public presence, representation, access to resources and a 

range of rights arising from it. The public is always a means of gaining power and 

emancipation that presupposes discrimination from the private.” (Βαΐου, 2002, p. 70) 

(author’s translation) 

With the flourishing of feminist geography and the further analysis of gender inequalities in the 

modern city, new definitions began to emerge in this light. The analysis of public space in the 

literature of feminist geography is related to stereotypical norms and attitudes that prevail in public 

space, but also how its design leads to the imposition of barriers for certain groups of people, 

women, while "hosting" others that come in conjunction with societal norms and that is the way 

exclusion occurs, according to Oberhauser et al. (Oberhauser, et al., 2017). Vaiou (Βαΐου, 2002, 

p. 70) elaborates on women’s identity in public space: 



17 

 

“The presence of women in the public space of the city, as well as the status of a politician, 
is characterized by ambiguity: It is considered, often implicitly, self-evident and given the 

integration with unfavorable terms and their invisible presence and contribution to the 

public sphere/space. At the same time this presence is questioned or silenced, there is a 

social concern about it, which leads to real or symbolic exclusion, weighted with the private 
space/sphere and prohibition of presence in public, whether it is the street, the square and 

the market, or for parliament, factory, or university.” (Βαΐου, 2002, p. 70) (author’s 

translation) 

These conflicting approaches are a major issue for the development and user’s experience in public 

space. Questions such as ‘who designs the public space’, ‘for whom’, and ‘what is ultimately the 

user experience’ are issues that are fully related to the design approach, neoliberal or collective-

social. One could argue that the aforementioned neoliberal approaches could lead to limited access 

to certain groups of people, for example, women, and the LGBTQ+ community, as an outcome of 

a patriarchal society. Hence, planning should be addressed to everyone, without exceptions, and 

try to uplift groups of people who cannot experience unlimited public space in awe of rooted 

inequalities and social norms. In the next section, I will outline the gender perspective on space 

and the limited access women face in public spaces resulting from a patriarchal society.  

Having mentioned the above definitions I will try to create my own definition of public space 

which will serve the perspectives explored in this thesis. 

Public space is the common ground that is characterized and shaped by social 

gatherings and interactions, collective voluntary and involuntary coexistences, and 

daily activities. It is outlined by accessibility, hospitality, and openness for all users 

and is designed based on the special characteristics of certain groups. Respects and 

compliment the special identities of each user. Fundamental values that govern 

public space are inclusion, solidarity, and easy dysplasia from the social needs of 

people. 

2.3 feminist geography and public space 

 

Women have come a long way fighting for equality in every field. As an aftereffect of the feminist 

movement in the early 1970s, what we now call feminist geography in the field of geography began 

to develop in the USA (Nelson & Seager, 2008). There is this tension between history in 

intersectional feminism and feminist geography. Geography has been influenced by the different 

changing ways and changing conceptualizations around gender and space. Hopkins (2018) stressed 

that the multiple methods and scopes used by feminist researchers in intersectionality studies are 

characterized fertile for critical reflection. The issues investigated focusing on intersections being 

particularly complex and touching on many areas of people's lives need an open research approach 

to enable participants to share an intersecting aspect of their life coming from multiple sides (ibid). 

Using multiple methods allows participants to reflect on these complexities from different angles. 

Rose (1993) stressed the percentages of women in geography, before 1970, were heartbreaking, 

specifically states that in educational institutions that offered a degree in Geography in the USA 

and Canada the percentage of women as employees was 3.1%. After this public discourse began, 

the percentages of women in geography began to increase, albeit not to the desired percentage of 
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full equality, which is also influenced by the social situation of each country. To exemplify the 

percentage of articles written by women authors in the period 1974-1978 in Transactions of the 

Institute of British Geographers was 5 percent (McDowell, 1979) and that percentage went to 13 

percent during 1989-1990 of papers in Area Journal (Sparks, 1991). This statistic indicates that the 

knowledge generated regarding the use and experience of the geographical space by the academy 

occurs almost exclusively by men. Therefore, if knowledge, research and decisions are driven by 

the vast majority of men it is not representative of other users, such as women. More specifically, 

their experiences are assumed and in fact marginalized. 

In the context of women in public space, the literature suggests that a crucial issue for the gendered 

experience observed in public space is the feeling of fear (Rodó-de-Zárate, 2015). Although many 

feminist geographers argue that this is the outcome of systemic structural violence that women 

face during their life (Rachel, 2001; Johansson & Haandrikman, 2021), this may be a first 

assessment of the problem and it may be possible to improve this situation with small-scale urban 

planning strategies. However, women’s use of public space is shaped by deeper patriarchal 

stereotypes that have influenced urban planning. To that end, we need to enrich existing research 

and this will be done with the help of intersectionality theory. In this light, we will be able to 

deepen into the lived experience of women and at the same time take into account, marginal 

groups. 

This rhetoric, that women use public space with a dominant sense of fear, developed as a result of 

social conditions and struggles but continued to focus on observing very substantive issues within 

the geography discipline. The knowledge produced in the field of geography, by whom and with 

what characteristics it is produced, and in conclusion if this knowledge can be considered "real" if 

it is produced only by men (Rose, 1993).  She contended that:  

“They have insisted that geography holds a series of unstated assumptions about what men and 

women do, and that the discipline concentrates on the spaces, places and landscapes that it sees as 

men’s. This bias in research topics is argued to have two main effects. The first is that it makes the 

discipline more appealing to men than to women, and it is thus cited as a major reason why women 

choose to leave geography, particularly in the shift from undergraduate to postgraduate work. The 

second effect is the assumption held by many male geographers that women should not be interested 

in geographical topics – one of the first discussions of the male domination of geography described 

it as the result of ‘stubborn persistent discrimination’ against women trying to enter the profession.” 

(Rose, 1993, p. 2) 

The continuing consolidation of feminist geography has been described by some researchers as a 

sub-field that has evolved rapidly both academically and empirically (Moss & Falconer Al-Hindi, 

2007). Today, however, feminist geography is indeed an important field in geography but it 

responds and develops mainly in the western world with an emphasis on "whiteness" ignoring 

what is happening in the rest of the world (Bagheri, 2019).  

Feminist geographers argued that there are sexist prejudices in geographical inquiry and with the 

integration of feminist geography women’s voices were to be heard and adjust research towards 

to more inclusive path (Monk & Hanson, 1982). Delving into a more space-related theme, women 

researchers have argued that women use space, private, public, or cyber from a marginalized 

position with limitations and rules (Oberhauser, et al., 2017). The main issue in which there is 

convergence in the modern public feminist discourse is the safety of women and the need to create 
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safe spaces (Lewis et al., 2015; Johansson, S., & Haandrikman, K., 2021; Macmillan et al., 2000). 

However, this is solely one aspect of the feminist approach to how people and women especially 

experience space.  

Considering the subject matter of this thesis on the experience of women in urban public space, 

feminist geography has dealt extensively with issues of urban planning and the experience of 

women users of public space. The aforementioned sexist bias against women in geography from 

theory to practice concerning the design of public space, Kern (2021) argues: 

“These spaces of consumption were open to women because in many ways they didn’t 

challenge women’s association with the home and the domestic sphere. (…) Images of 
women shopping, eating drinking, and socializing were much more common than images 

of women going to work. (…) In this context, we can see that the freedom offered to women 

by contemporary city life is still bound by gendered norms about the proper spaces and 

roles of women in the city.” (Kern, 2021, p. 69) 

From Harvey’s (2012) right to the city for everyone and especially marginalized groups of people, 

women geographers delve into women’s right to the city by scrutinizing the so-called gendered 

public spaces (Oberhauser et al., 2017). Feminist geographer Spain (2014) has contended that from 

the early 20th-century urban planning managed to establish different zones in the city for men and 

women, although there was no obvious sign it becomes obvious which places are for women, such 

as department stores and houses, and which for men, business clubs and restaurants. Feminist 

geography is the analytical lens for the in-depth investigation of women's mobility in the city but 

also to shed light on design issues-oriented to the limited experience of women. 

2.3.1 urban planning and women 

 

Women geographers are committed to building arguments and scrutinizing the daily lives of 

women in spaces to highlight pathogenesis in geography and urban planning, that affects women’s 

mobility. Increasingly collective organization-firms by women urban planners and architects 

working towards the equal consolidation of public space and the inclusion of women and other 

minorities in urban planning (Urbana, Greece; Col·lectiu Punt 6, Spain). Gender, even though it is 

a social construction, and power relations between men and women are integrated into the urban 

planning and ultimately shape the space in such a way as to override these disparities (Arjmand, 

2016).  

Examining urban planning and highlighting its sexist practices-policies-implementations is not 

something that can be tangible. Women scholars often aim at urban planning that is geared toward 

the safety of female users (Dymén & Ceccato, 2011; McFarlane, 1995; Mahadevia & Lathia, 2019) 

which is clearly a major issue for women in public spaces but does not delve deeply into the deep 

social and sexist norms that lead to the limited use of space through urban planning and public 

policy. There is an overarching interconnection between social-political reality and urban 

planning. It is not possible without substantial effort, to pursue design policies based on gender-

transformative urban planning without pursuing policies in this direction in a general context at 

the same time -or even in an earlier time. 
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Although this approach is vital for women’s lives it feels one-dimensional. Women geographers 

and architects on the one hand are bidding on stereotypical norms that end up oppressing women, 

on the other hand, trying to find planning solutions for the design of public spaces with women’s 

active participation in public space. To exemplify, as these two scientific collectives, of feminist 

urban planners, Urbana (Urbana, 2022) and Col·lectiu Punt 6 (Ortiz Escalante & Gutiérrez 

Valdivia, 2015) focus on participatory design, especially with women, to create an inclusive public 

space that responds to the fundamental aspirations of public space. The above procedures offer a 

variety of conclusions that we as planners-researchers must explore. However, in the aftermath of 

such actions  Col·lectiu Punt 6 (Ortiz Escalante & Gutiérrez Valdivia, 2015, p. 122) discover strong 

analgesia of public bodies as they do not recognize that the gender perspective in an urban 

environment will affect not solely women but also other marginalised groups of people that urban 

planning does not take into account. 

Recently in their research Dorries & Harjo (2020) referred to the effort of both the academy and 

planning to immerse in the public space in the light of safety, of the general population, and 

subsequently of its gender dimensions. They continue by arguing that this approach leads to the 

perception that women are "objects of design, rather than generators of design theory and 

practice." (Dorries & Harjo , 2020, p. 213). This belief has led to the consolidation of sexist 

practices of the past, with male planners designing for male users -as women did not use public 

space frequently (Kern, 2021). Then, the question that arises is how can research identify such 

elements of policies that lead to the limited use of public space by women? 

The more one delves into social and design issues concerning women and urban space design the 

more one realizes the complexity of the connection between them. Urban planning is not a non-

politicized or non-social issue, quite the opposite (Harvey, 2012). Exploring the deeper social 

systems that influence and shape public policies, urban planning, and women's mobility in the city 

should be the pillar of research for the desired inclusive planning. Arguably, planning is not the 

sole mean that would shift the reality of inequality however it is necessary to deepen and recognize 

the systemic causes of gender-based violence (Sweet & Escalante, 2010).  What this thesis seeks 

to emphasize and further explore is what women experience when being in public space and further 

explore how can planners and policymakers use this data-oriented toward plans or policies that 

complements people’s needs.  Utilizing the intersectionality theory this thesis focuses on gender 

and spatial relations.  

2.4 intersectionality & public policy 

 

In the field of public policy, the theory of intersectionality is not sufficiently linked to policy 

factors that are explored and shaped in the light of intersectionality. In another light studying public 

space may give the impression that its connection with public policy is strong. Nevertheless, the 

literature does not respond to that perception, on the contrary, these concepts have not been 

explored in-depth, in combination. However, today efforts are being made to integrate 

intersectionality into public governance, although they are still at an early stage (Hankivsky & 

Cormier, 2011). Urban planning and public policy fields are linked by the understanding of the 

complexity of the issues addressed (Kaufmann & Sidney, 2020). The problems that public policy 

tries to solve and the reflection of these policies through urban planning come from multilevel 

factors and can be addressed through multidimensional research (ibid). The development, research, 
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and implementation of public policy in the light of the theory of intersectionality is something that 

has developed in recent years; however, it has neither been thoroughly researched nor could it be 

universally followed. Nevertheless, it is clear that the rigidity of policies perused and the 

complexity of the issues addressed by intersectionality require time to be instrumentalized in a 

common direction. 

Through public policy, policymakers aim to counteract to strong socio-economic disparities that 

have been identified in the population and in a more general context to answer the question "how 

can a person live a good life" (Manuel, 2006). According to Hankivsky & Jordan- Zachery (2019), 

following the theory of intersectionality for the challenge and overcoming of inequalities, public 

policy enters to implement social justice. Furthermore, intersectional policy analysis seeks to 

ensure that individual-social identities such as gender, class, age, race, and the unique experiences 

caused by them will be taken into account. To understand the impact of the various policies 

pursued to alleviate inequalities, in different groups of people (Hankivsky & Cormier, 2011). What 

needs to be emphasized is that this analytical approach follows a complex path that is not easy to 

be adopted (albeit necessary).  

Public policy tries to identify the impact of the policies pursued and implement new ones by 

delving into the different identities that different groups of people have (Manuel, 2006). There are 

researchers (Hankivsky & Jordan-Zacher, 2019; Garcia & Zajicek, 2021; Manuel, 2006) who 

advocate the interconnected relationship between intersectionality and public governance. 

Nowadays, both the attempt to theorize intersectionality and its connection with the public policy 

are becoming more and more entrenched, with researchers exploring this issue (Manuel, 2006). 

Intersectionality theory is inextricably linked to social ferment and the "top-down" management 

of social conditions (Hankivsky & Jordan-Zacher, 2019) and therefore not a single-axis analysis  

(Garcia & Zajicek, 2021). Hancock (2007) argued that through this kind of analytical lens there 

will be a more comprehensive and inclusive identification of the problems, the increased efficiency 

of the implemented solutions, and most importantly the exploration of deep-rooted social 

inequalities from a multilevel approach.  

Although, promising and necessary intersectionality analysis has not managed to be practically 

integrated into public policy according to Hankivsky and Cormier (2011). Hankivsky and Jordan- 

Zacher (2019) articulated extensively what public governance in conjunction with a multilevel 

approach of intersectionality could offer in research and society. By integrating cross-identities 

and their effects, the public policy process can be meaningful and efficacious in tackling persistent 

inequalities (Garcia & Zajicek, 2021). Paradoxically, many scholars refer to fundamental values 

of the intersectional approach without however being the basis for their research, as Manuel (2006) 

frames it the implemented analytical approach was limited but discussions abounded. Garcia and 

Zajicek (2021), contend that there are studies in various contexts which touch upon public policies 

through the analytical lens of intersectionality. However, we must consider that we live in a 

capitalist economy and society, in the period of the consolidation of neo-liberalism. Hence any 

efforts made for a public policy, which appeals to oppressed and marginalized groups of people, 

born in this context cannot flourish and be universally implemented, as the existence of inequalities 

is a fundamental stone of capitalist society. 

Despite the challenges that may exist in the integration between intersectionality and public policy, 

governance under this complex approach is essential (Webster & Zhang, 2021). The 
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aforementioned capacity of public policy to utilize human needs to overcome discrimination and 

inequality, reveals its crucial importance in society. Most policymakers focus on how to provide, 

and enable people to pursue ‘the good life’ through a system of policies (Hankivsky & Jordan-

Zacher, 2019). Scholars argued about the importance of an intersectional lens through public 

policy.  

These policies are formulated after frequent observation of social conditions, focusing on people's 

individual experiences. In her analysis of the theory of intersectionality, Wilson (2013) argues that 

we are given the opportunity to immerse ourselves in personal experiences that are the result of 

multiple identities as well as social power relations, through this analysis, she continues, different 

data emerges in terms of the public policy. Uniquely, intersectionality manages to combine the 

personal with the collective experience and the individual with the group of multiple identities. 

Contemporary and implementing public policy is not capable of perceiving and introducing this 

kind of complexity, according to Hancock (2011).  It is contingent on this particular difficulty why 

people's experiences have not been ably articulated in this light and integrated into public policy. 

As Manuel contends (Hankivsky & Jordan-Zacher, 2019) an intersectional analytical approach in 

public policy could offer useful insight into identifying problems and formulating more inclusive 

solutions. This analytical lens enables us to understand the individual and collective behavior of 

people which is the result of multiple identities and choices and an important way to connect theory 

with practice to strengthen groups of people and individuals (Carastathis, 2016, p. 36). In a more 

general context, exploring pathogens and inequalities under a more complex and multifaceted tool 

will produce policies that apply to more people and respond to the complex problems of modern 

society. 
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3 methods and methodology 

 

In this following chapter, I will discuss this thesis approach and the methods used. I will introduce 

important concepts such as those of ontology and epistemology that reflect the broader reality 

around which this thesis was developed. Based on this view, the study is qualitative and seeks to 

better understand and analyze the complexity of women’s experience in contemporary public 

space. The method part is followed by the data collection process and the approach I used to 

analyse the collected data and then I stress my positionality. Then the ethical considerations are 

presented. Finally, I describe the study’s limitations and personal critical reflections.  

3.1 ontology and epistemology  

 

As Panelli (2004, p. 20) stresses, produced knowledge and research are constructed from 

somewhere, which means that we all research and explore from a specific position/perspective. 

Therefore, it is important to outline the epistemological and ontological assumptions that contend 

this thesis before explaining the methodology and methods followed. Epistemology, as Ritchie et 

al. (2014, p. 6) frame it, concerns the ways of knowing reality whereas ontology deals with “the 

nature of reality and what there is to know about the world” (2014, p. 4). This thesis is developed 

in the light of the interpretivism approach to knowledge, which according to Bryman (2012, p. 28) 

contends people and their institutions are “fundamentally different from that of the natural of 

sciences”. This approach contradicts the positivist view that profoundly influenced the 

development of research in the 20th century and argues that knowledge can only be considered 

correct when it is confirmed by at least one human sense (Ritchie, et al., 2014). Blaikie and Priest 

(2019) resemble interpretivism as someone who applies internalized perspective rather than 

external observation to the research. The interpretive approach to research aims at understanding 

and not explaining human behavior, according to Bryman (2012). In particular, the experiences 

and narratives of women in public space are the data collected for this thesis, as its aim is twofold: 

1) to explore women’s individual experience in public spaces and how it relates to dominant 

planning practices and 2) to apply this learning to thinking about ways planners can improve their 

understanding of individual experiences and implement the intersectional theory into planning 

practice and public policy. 

This thesis explores the experiences of women in the public space and the contribution of public 

policy in conjunction with intersectional theory, thus constructionist approach of ontology comes 

in line. Constructivism supports that any attempt to explore the social world must take place within 

the realm of the participants, it must be explored internally and not from the external reality 

(Blaikie & Priest, 2019). On the contrary to the objective approach, in which the social phenomena 

of everyday life develop independently of social factors (2012, p. 33). Individual thinking, 

interpretations, feelings, and actions construct the social world and in comparison, with this thesis, 

the researcher is the main tool of the engendered data, interpretations, narratives, and lastly the 

interpretation of data (Mason, 2002). These perspectives also reveal the social role of the 
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researcher in the understanding and interpretation of the social world which will influence the way 

the data will be used and interpreted (ibid).  

3.2 research design and methods 

 

Epistemology and ontology as discussed in the previous section have supported the aim of this 

thesis which is two-fold: 1) to explore women’s individual experience in public spaces and how it 

relates to dominant planning practices and 2) to apply this learning to thinking about ways planners 

can improve their understanding of individual experiences and implement the intersectional theory 

into planning practice and public policy.  These lenses and my position led me to choose the 

methodological approach implemented. Researching women’s experience in public space through 

an intersectional analytical lens is methodologically challenging. How urban planning could 

ameliorate women’s experience, and the integration of intersectionality and public policy is an 

ever-changing complex relationship that is seemingly unrelated in practice. The analysis in the 

light of intersectionality aims to elevate women's voices and experiences, to explore these complex 

issues and the qualitative approach is the most appropriate, as it provides an in-depth assessment 

of the understanding of the social world by immersing in people's individual experiences (Ritchie, 

et al., 2014).  

Qualitative approaches were selected in order to the observe the complex experiences and 

narratives of women in public space. According to Mason (2018, p. 32) methodology is “the logic 

by which you go about answering your research question – it is the often-implicit set for reasons 

why you might use particular methods”.  Moreover, as this thesis deals with the experience of 

women and focuses on strengthening their position in public space, its theoretical approach is in 

line with the feminist theory. It is a standpoint for this thesis in the broader context of a patriarchal 

society to reverse the social beliefs and perspectives that express the lives and the mobility of 

women in public space by men. According to Hesse-Biber (2013), the feminist approach penetrates 

research in order to explore society through the prism of women's embodied experiences and 

narratives. 

Mason (2018) discusses that methods are the tools researchers use to answer the research questions 

asked. The exploration and analysis of particularly complex issues such as those addressed in this 

thesis have led to the choice of more than one method. In the present work, two methods were 

used, and this is a fairly common occurrence in feminist geography (Haraway, 1988). Τhe first is 

walking interviews and the second is a fairly innovative method that comes from the field of 

psychology and has not been implemented in geography, the story completion method. The 

following sections of this chapter will discuss the pillars of the research design.  



25 

 

3.2.1 research design 

 

 

                                                                              Figure 1 Research Design 

This thesis concerns the experience of women in public space and aims to connect it to policy 

relevance through intersectional theory. I first want to amplify women’s voices. The research 

questions posed in this thesis concern first, challenges that women describe from their experience 

in public space and second, how this data can, then, be used by planners to include and enhance 

an intersectional way of thinking and applied in public policy and urban planning (see Figure 1) 

These questions address complex and multi-level social and planning issues that need to be 

analyzed from a human-centered perspective.  

Research Question 1 focuses on the empirical exploration of women’s experiences. Providing 

women, the required space and expressing both their thinking and their experiences in a safe 

environment was the overarching direction for this study. In addition, in order to discuss that 

complex issues from a standpoint engendered by women's experiences, I wanted to help these 

women have a real-time experience and perception of public space. Finally, recognizing the 

dominant system of patriarchy that has penetrated the way people and women are educated, 

research aim

1. explore the gap 
women identify & 
planning practices 

2. apply this learning & 
implement intersectional 

theory.

RQ 1: How do women’s 
narrations of their experiences 

in public space highlight 
planning challenges?

Contribution 1: Empirical 
insights

-amplifying women's voice

RQ 2: How can we 
planners & policy 

makers use the 
knowledge women 

shared? 

Contribution 2: policy 
relevance

-recommendations
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developed, and think, I wanted to offer the women who wanted to participate in this study, reflect 

on their experiences in the area of exploration, public space. These three pillars led to the two 

methods (M1 & 2 in fig 1) applied and described below. Walking interviews were decided in order 

to be in the space under exploration, public space, and to observe the participants’ mobility but 

also issues related to the interview itself in real-time. Finally, the application of the story 

completion method enables the participants to disengage from their own experience and to respond 

to a hypothetical scenario driven by socio-personal and other experiences and choices. 

Research Question 2 following the empirical work, emphasized the engendered importance and 

necessity for the development of the present thesis, and in general academic research on the issue 

and knowledge. Hence, I did not just want to exist here as empirical findings and then solely to be 

discussed and interpreted. I believe that intersectional thinking in public policy and urban planning 

will strengthen and accelerate the process of planning cities with equality. Hence, I tried to use the 

knowledge generated to answer RQ1 (Research Question) as a launching point to explore ways 

readers of this thesis and its target audience, policymakers, and urban planners could do to 

ameliorate the experience of women and in general, instill intersectionality into urban planning. I 

do that through recommendations (Chapter 4), a series of policy steps that could be implemented 

by planners and policymakers in their thinking and practice.  

The research design of this project is one where knowledge is built-in steps and the latter parts are 

informed by the earlier. Thus, I first conducted interviews – outlined below – and then thought 

through and with the empirical findings in relation to how intersectionality can be more applied. 

This is achieved with the suggestions that I try to formulate based on the acquired knowledge. I 

believe that this research design embraces its most important issue, that of in-depth exploration of 

the female experience but at the same time, it has its attention focused on the next step. 

 

3.2.2 working with complementary methods 

 

In feminist geography, it is quite common to work with more than one method (Haraway, 1988). 

Thus, in this thesis, where the experience of women in public space is the main issue under 

exploration, to better approach the research questions asked and recognizing their complexity, two 

methods were used, and will be developed extensively in the next sections. The walking interviews 

and the story completion method within this interview. The following figure (Figure 2) shows the 

methods, the data collected, and their convergence. My identity as a woman was the starting point 

of this thesis and as any researcher, my perspective is presented through the chosen theoretical and 

conceptual framework, then the chosen methods, interviews because the experiences of other 

women were for me the essential source for shaping this thesis. This thesis by utilizing 

intersectionality theory focuses on gender and multiple categories within women’s identity in 

conjunction with space. The data collected by these two methods worked collaboratively and 

added information that eventually led to the final findings. Furthermore, these methods work side 

by side. Rich data were generated by walking interviews and then the story completion method 
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came to build upon these data. This is a rather innovative design, especially with the second 

method, which has not been used in the field of research of the present thesis, so I tried to go deeper 

into the data and further explore women’s narratives. 

 

                                                                Figure 2 How methods worked together 

 

To achieve my research aims, the research design developed around the framework of qualitative 

interviews. The following figure, Figure 3 presents the process followed for the preparation of the 

walking interviews and the method of story completion within the interviews. Observing the 

process, one realizes that this is a complex activity. The aim was to create an interview that would 

be divided into comprehensible sections and would include the story completion method in order 

to complement its outline to help develop the content and make the research context easier to 

understand. During the process and after the completion of the interview guide, it was discussed 

with the supervisor in order to identify any gaps, complex questions, and inconsistencies. 
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                                                           Figure 3 Flow-chart presenting interviews design process 

 

3.2.3 method 1: walking interviews  

 

One of the methods used in the thesis is walking interviews. According to Kinney (2017), walking 

interviews is the process by which the researcher walks with the participant during an interview in 

a specific area. Through this method, the relations of the individual with the researcher 

‘can be more easily explored in space (Jones, et al., 2008), a fact that fully complements the first 

aim of this thesis which is to explore women’s individual experience in public spaces and how it 

relates to dominant planning practices. Jones et al. (2008, p. 3) elaborate on the complexity of 

interviews and power relations and how walking interviews could obfuscate these complexities:  

“In any interview situation, the power relations between interviewer and interviewee can 

have a significant effect on the kinds of data that are generated. Movement brings an 

additional dimension to these messy issues relating to power. One of the key purposes of 

the go-along and walking interviews more generally is to examine a participant’s 

relationship with the environment, yet, spatial location is often dealt with rather crudely.” 

(Jones, et al., 2008, p. 3) 

Furthermore, walking interviews can lead to a more organic and genuine conversation between 

two people as the sterile environment of a room, with possible awkward pauses or glances, 

minimizes through this process, the data that will be collected will be even more productive but 

also sometimes unexpected (Kinney, 2017). In recent years, walking interviews have become an 

increasingly popular method of choice for researchers in qualitative research (Sheller & Urry, 

2006). Moreover, as the focus of this thesis is women’s experience in public space, the choice to 

conduct interviews on the go in public space was the most appropriate method as this connection, 
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of the individual with the space, is explored more deeply using walking interviews (Evans & Jones, 

2011). In addition, through walking interviews a researcher could observe participants’ 

movements, mobility, and interactions with others (Carpiano, 2009) and with the public space 

itself.  

In this thesis, this method was chosen as it was a more lively and active process. I believe that 

connecting the experience of women in public space and its narrative would be easier in this 

context. Walking as a researcher and as a woman in public space alongside other women, and 

observing both my movements and those of the participants will produce richer data on the woman-

public space relationship under exploration. Indeed, after the transcription of the interviews 

conducted some data emerged solely from the process of the walking interview which followed. 

To exemplify, the inability to access certain public spaces due to intersections of different 

categories/identities of women, such as woman and mother, will be presented in the chapter of 

empirical findings and discussed in the discussion chapter. 

Moreover, this method was chosen as I wanted to collect data from the non-verbal communication 

with the participants in combination with the sovereign verbal communication that is created 

between the researcher and the participant during an interview. I also aimed to observe the women 

participants in the environment I research, that of public space. The interviews took place at 

different times of the day (morning, noon, and afternoon) and that was a planned action because I 

thought I would notice different behaviors based on the time we took this walk. At the same time, 

I wanted to observe the mobility of women in public space and any problems they may experience 

based on the designed urban environment. In addition to that, the observation of public space itself 

was intended with this method. The interview guide is available in the appendix 2. As Carpiano 

(2009) elaborates, through walking interviews a researcher is allowed to observe the physical 

environment and explore in-depth participants’ experiences within this setting. That is moves, 

gazes, pauses, and general mobility.  

In walking interviews, the presence of women in the space under exploration, public space, 

actually produced data about the experience of the participants, as anticipated. I was given the 

opportunity to observe their mobility and then interpret it in conjunction with participants’ shared 

experiences. In addition, this method led to a better flow of the interview and the use of the physical 

environment by the participants to highlight what they had identified from their daily experience 

in public space or to add to their prior experience, as it provides the opportunity to reflect in during 

the walking interview. At the same time, a major pillar of this work is urban planning, which 

became easily perceived and observable and eventually led me to conclude its pathogenesis in the 

light of the walking interview. Finally, this method enabled me to identify some limitations and 

underlying issues that in a sitting interview I may have ignored.  
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3.2.4 method 2: story completion method 

 

The second approach to data generation but of equal importance to the walking interview is the 

story completion method. The story completion method comes from the field of psychology and 

clinical practice, its roots are in the 1970s (Lupton, 2020). It is only in recent years that this method 

has been followed in social research, mostly followed in the discipline of feminist psychology 

(ibid). The story completion method is a form of narrative research, in the light of socio-cultural 

research through which emphasis is placed on the used story, and in this way, people are 

empowered to understand and narrate their experiences in a deeper context (Clandinin, 2006). In 

practice, these stories consist of hypothetical scenarios, with as much detail as possible, and then 

the participant is asked to continue the story. Lupton (2020) argues that in feminist psychology 

through the story completion method the focus was on the embodiment, gender, and sexuality. In 

social research, the story completion method aims at the thoughts, opinions, experiences, and 

practices of the people interviewed in every research (ibid). 

I wanted to try and then apply this method in my thesis as I was interested in exploring the 

experience of women in public space. First, I thought that the implementation of this theory fits 

into the field of geography and especially human geography as it leads to a deeper exploration and 

link of human lived experience in space. I would incorporate human action into the design of space 

through the analysis of the stories created by the participants. Thus, I would emphasize the 

practices and reflexes of women in public space in seemingly simple everyday scenarios that are 

likely to happen to all of us. Indeed, a wealth of data came from this method based on a deeper 

analysis of the answers and their interpretation. What I mean is that this method does not provide 

answers to questions so it needs a deeper analysis by the researcher on complex issues and further 

investigation of interconnections created by the stories of the participants. I believe that my female 

identity and similar experiences with the participants were key points of analysis of this method. 

Furthermore, the main reasons I chose this method were two. First, my goal was to present the 

participants with a hypothetical scenario and to ask them what they would do by releasing in a way 

their answers from their personal experience, as it is a precondition for a hypothetical scenario, but 

at the same time their answers to governed by conscious and unconscious choices about their 

mobility in the public spaces of the city in which they reside. Second, the innovation that this 

method brings to the field of geography. This is, as mentioned above, a method that has hardly 

been applied in our field of research and this has been a positive challenge for me. I believed that 

the data it would produce fit perfectly with the style of the present thesis and although there was 

no reference, I considered that this gives me the possibility of a "clean page" in which I can connect 

my interpretation of the method and analysis of the produced data. Thus, I managed to apply a 

method without exploring other research and this in a sense was liberating but also very 

demanding. Indeed, the data generated reflect my expectations. The participants found this method 

particularly appealing and their answers came out effortlessly. As a reflection, I would say that 

their answers to these stories were flown easier compared to those related to their personal 

experiences. All the scenarios and points of this method can be found in the appendix 3. 
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3.3 data collection 

 

In this thesis, a central area in the city of Stockholm was chosen to do the walking interviews, that 

of Vasastan and Odenplan, as it is a busy area with a plethora of public spaces but also with 

predominant commercial land uses. During March 2022, 8 walking interviews conducted with a 

semi-structured approach with women. The contact with the participants was made through groups 

on Facebook (see appendix 1) but also through my social circle. More information about each 

participant is presented in Table 1. Through the applied semi-structured interview, I aimed at the 

limited but at the same time freedom of the participants, to answer with duration and in their own 

way (Dreyer, 1995). The process lasted from 45 to 70 minutes. Four routes were selected in this 

area as shown in Map 2. The beginning, middle, and end of the routes were shaped to serve the 

story completion method. In all the interviews the meeting and the completion point of the route 

were the same, St Eriksplan metro station and Observatory Groves respectively, differing only in 

some of the roads leading to the second point chosen, Odenplan Square, for the method of the story 

completion. Due to the nature of the chosen methods the conversation with the participants was 

more natural and easier. At the same time, the unnatural pauses that may occur in sedentary 

interviews existed here but they were in a different light, as the questions were about the experience 

in public space the participants often stopped and observed the space around them to answer a 

question.  

 

. 
Table 1 Overview of the participants 
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                                                                    Map  2 Followed Routes for walking interviews 

 

After the thorough information about the framework of the thesis and the asked consent of all 

participants, the interviews that were conducted were recorded and transcribed. Arguably, walking 

with an interview guide in hand, the recording device, and moving to such a busy area is 

challenging. Therefore, I asked the participants to keep the recording device close to their mouth 

so that what they answered is as perceptible as possible, given that there is heavy traffic in the 

area, a lot of people, and more extensive issues such as the ambulance-fire siren that sometimes 

stopped our discussion. This was not possible in all the interviews as there was a participant who 

took part in the process with her 6-month-old child in the stroller. This illustrates how categories 

of women and mother intersect in a spatial relation. However, these limitations sometimes helped 

in the answers as they shed light on experiences women wanted to discuss. This challenge 

highlights that women do not navigate through space solely as women but as mother and women 

moving through space.  The interviews took place from early in the morning until late in the 

afternoon. Within walking interviews, I tried to observe the movements and gazes of the 

participants. 
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Considering the story completion method and, in the context of the walking interviews conducted 

for this thesis, there were three nodes, three public places along in which we stopped and I gave a 

hypothetical scenario to the women who participated and asked them to continue that story, what 

they would do themselves. The public places were first, the metro station St Eriksplan station, 

second the Odenplan square, and third Observatory groves, which is an uplifted public park in the 

area where the Stockholm Observatory is located, as it is shown in more detail in Map 2. This 

method caught the attention of the participants from the beginning, as they told me. In general, all 

the scenarios and the answers gave rich data. Limitations of this method are its limited use in 

research of similar content, limited literature, and its reduced application in the field of human 

geography. 

                                                                          

Map  3 Selected points for the story completion method 

 

3.4 data analysis 

 

Considering the analysis strategy of this thesis I used thematic analysis (Bryman, 2012) which 
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means that I tried to identify common themes in the interviews. All the interviews were transcribed 

in their original language by hand (5 of them were conducted in English and three of them were 

conducted in Greek), then the Greek ones were translated when writing the empirical findings 

section. Arguably, this shift in the language plays a pivotal role in this thesis and specifically in 

generated data. That applies to all interviews since the English language was is for me and almost 

all the participants whose interviews were conducted in English our second language. I color-

coded the data, using color stripe techniques, from the transcribed interviews and I categorized the 

data. The questions asked could direct the answers toward certain themes. As stated in previous 

chapters I look into narrow space of identities, women and other categories within that identity 

such as mother and migrant, in conjunction to spatial dimension, because that is the scope of this 

thesis.  I have tried to delve into the analysis of the data as much as possible and to interpret the 

data and the complex connections that may lurk. This division is based on three key themes. The 

first was how public space was introduced to women, being young. The second is the experience 

of women. The third is how women would like public space to be. These three are the major 

division, some subcategories emerged because of the data. The following figure (Figure 4) 

illustrates the division. 

 

                                                                                        Figure 4 Key themes 

 

The analysis of urban planning and the identification of its weaknesses through the data generated 

from the experiences narrated by the women participants is not something easy. There are 
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numerous ways in which one could analyze urban planning, I have focused on a first level in what 

was mentioned in the interviews by women and at the second level in a deeper context analysis 

which is in line with socio-political issues, such as patriarchal society. The connection of the 

empirical results both with the theoretical framework (intersectionality, public policy, feminist 

geography) and with the urban planning did not happen at once, on the contrary, it was a complex 

process. 

3.4.1 positionality 

 

In conclusion, my positionality and my own ‘somewhere’ (Panelli, 2004), it is worth analyzing 

here in order to establish a transparent relationship between me and the readers of this thesis. 

Chacko (2004, p. 52) argues, that the position of the researcher, meaning the ways in which this 

person relates to the subject of the analysis, “sets the tone of the research, affecting its course and 

outcomes”. McDowell (1999) has stressed the importance of recognition of positionality both for 

the researcher and the participants. Through position power emerges and that needs to be 

transparently addressed.  

Personally, as a Greek woman who is currently pursuing a master’s degree in an international 

environment, my life may look different from that of some people this thesis tries to explore. In 

addition, this thesis deals with issues of inequality that arise from a multitude of identities through 

implemented here, intersectionality theory. As a cis-gendered, and coming from a middle-class 

family woman I have to admit that I have not faced restrictions like other women might have with 

other identities (refugees, working-class women, etc.). Although I have, of course, acknowledged 

these inequalities and the socio-political attitude towards disparities, I did not have to feel the 

consequences of this development as other women have. My positionality, as it comes from a 

comparatively privileged position, may become an obstacle and an opportunity for this study.  

Concerning my background, that led me to the choice of the researched topic contains more than 

one aspect. I was drawn to the subject of women’s experience in public space first and foremost 

from my own lived experience as a woman in the city. Then, deciding to research beyond my 

personal experience and social observation, the female experience in the public space is the origin 

of this thesis. As I experienced and observed from my adolescence, a systematic deviation from 

public space because of my gender I wanted to turn in this direction to understand the deeper 

causes of this reality, hence this exploration of genders with an inner need and perhaps internalized 

anger about this experience. The above-mentioned need may have been the reason why I was led 

to this academic-professional choice afterward. Αs an Urban Planning Engineer, and my 

professional entity influence my perspective on this issue daily. Studying in a male-dominated 

university, both in professors and students and in social perception, as Engineering is considered 

a profession for men, in a deeply conservative patriarchal environment like that of Greece, 

influenced my scientific and professional views. Moreover, as a planner, I identified the absence 

of women’s experience in the planning process and the avoidance of the urban planning sector in 

Greece discussing and addressing patriarchal norms penetrating the design process. 
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Finally, by extending my academic knowledge through the discipline of human geography, the 

exploration of the social world has been fully formed and in conjunction with the above-mentioned 

individual identities. I had developed a great academic interest in feminist geography during a 

former course, where this theory was analyzed and women’s voices came to the surface and 

became a major aspect of the planning process. I was interested in developing a tangible way of 

combining feminist geography, urban planning, and overall, in the light of intersectionality. 

Solidarity and compassion for understanding people on the margins of modern society are the basis 

for me as a human being, as a researcher, and a major pillar of this thesis. I feel that all of the above 

and generally the position from which I look at the world (Panelli, 2004) have significantly shaped 

the outcome and the process of elaborating this thesis. 

3.5 ethical considerations 

 

Ethical considerations are a fundamental pillar of this thesis. According to Ritchie et al. (2014, p. 

77), ethical considerations are the “heart” of every research and a pivotal pillar throughout the 

process. I began the process acknowledging my positionality as a researcher and that is something 

that re-evaluated throughout the process of this thesis. The most important aspect of this thesis is 

to lift women’s voices as users of public space. The qualitative methodology and the methods that 

are used for this present thesis bring the researcher into direct contact with women participants. 

That elaborates that I will research with integrity and honesty throughout this process, and I will 

follow the rules and regulations within the academy. I will not intentionally hurt anyone and 

throughout the elaboration of this thesis, I will constantly try to be in internal recognition of my 

positionality and feelings. The way participants were recruited, through a social network, can be 

found in the appendix 1. Following our first conversation, all participants were sent a detailed text 

about me, the outline of this project and asked for their consent. The organizing of the interviews 

was discussed only after participants read the information and agreed to its contents. Through the 

process of designing this thesis, some of the elements of this thesis were differentiated. For these 

changes, all participants were informed before the interview. The participants of this thesis were 

not offered any incentives to participate.  

 

3.5.1 informed consent and anonymity 

 

This thesis is prepared in the context of a postgraduate programme therefore it is in a bounded 

context. In the process of organizing the interview guide, the two core principles under which the 

study was developed were informed consent and anonymity which were followed. Given the 

nature of the study and the unique experience participants accepted to have together and the 

innovative method of story completion method, I have given the opportunity to all participants to 

discuss informally the thesis through messages on a social network where I presented the process 

of walking interviews in detail, towards what direction I intend to use their shared experiences and 

in general my position and the context in which this project takes place, as a Master's thesis. This 

was a launching point for further understanding of the context around which this study develops. 

I have not insisted to convince someone through pressure to participate in my thesis (Ritchie, et 
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al., 2014). Interpreting the complex issue of women's experience in public space, I realized that 

there were some questions that could be interpreted as particularly sensitive but also as a trigger 

for possible trauma. Therefore, I had the opportunity to explain both on a personal level and in the 

context of the interview that the purpose of these questions is to assist in the further understanding 

of their experiences and in no way to feel that any personal limit is being violated. I also sent them 

a text describing in detail the position under which I am conducting this research, and the content 

of the interview to obtain their informed consent. All participants were informed of their freedom 

not to respond in case they feel they do not want to and generally that were under no obligation to 

take part in the study, and they were able to 'withdraw from the study at any point' (Fisher & 

Anushko, 2008). There were some questions that concerned personal data and some that could 

reveal one's identity. However, the information they provided is considered confidential and 

therefore details are hidden in the scope of the findings and all participants are given pseudonyms 

to avoid identification and anonymity. 

 

3.5.2 sensitive situation 

 

In the process of preparing a thesis project, a variety of choices are made. These choices are shaped 

especially by the position from which the researcher sees the world, which is why, as Panelli (2004) 

argues, the analysis of each researcher's position is a major aspect to be recognized first by 

themselves and then to be presented to the readers (see in this chapter 3.4.1). This study deals with 

sensitive issues that concern the physical safety and mental health of women in public space. In 

the process of the interviews, women shared particularly sensitive experiences from their lives 

related to sexual and verbal harassment that they have experienced in public space. Women, as 

outlined above, had the option to stop the interview and/or not answer questions. These 

experiences were identified in the transcription process and the decision I made was to refer to 

these experiences in the findings section by removing the participants' pseudonyms and referring 

to them generally as a participant. This decision was made both to protect their anonymity and to 

prevent possible triggering of potential trauma when they read this thesis.  

3.6 limitations 

 

Although the research design was methodically organized, there are some limitations to the 

elaboration of this thesis. The nature of qualitative methodology followed by this thesis aims for 

an in-depth understanding of the social world and people’s individual experiences (Ritchie, et al., 

2014). First, as a qualitative work, aims to further research the issues raised in the light of the 

conceptual and theoretical framework of this thesis, and shed light on the convergences and 

discrepancies that are presented as a consolidated situation in the researched subject but also 

possible deficiencies and problems. In addition, this relatively small group of individuals is not 

possible to be considered statistically representative. Nevertheless, the convergence identified 

among the experiences of the interviews group, of eight women, indicates that in a broader context the 

theme of this research there are more planners, researchers and policy-makers should do in order to 

create gender-equal cities.  

Second, the language barrier limited the experience of walking interviews to different degrees. 

First, interviews were conducted in which neither the researcher nor the participant spoke their 
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native language therefore it is possible that the participants could not express all their feelings or 

experiences in depth and truth but also it is possible that the questions were not communicated 

correctly by the researcher. Second, there were interviews conducted in the native language of the 

researcher and the participant, but then they were processed and translated by the researcher and 

that itself is a barrier that needs to be identified (Wong & Poon, 2010). As described vividly by 

Bell (1996), the process of translating an interview is similar to that of melting and coagulating, in 

the sense that the final text is ostensibly the same but is completely transformed and governed by 

the particular characteristics of each researcher. 

Finally, a particularly complex and deeper limitation arose after the interviews had been 

conducted, in the process of evaluating the collected data. The vast majority of women participants 

even though they were fully aware and vocal of the dangers and limitations presented to them in 

public space solely because of their gender, as this reflected in the limited and often fully mapped 

use of public space at night, have in a way normalized this situation as consolidated and irreversible 

and, in this light, they draw their conclusions. Moreover, to exemplify the question "Do you believe 

that you can enjoy cities as a walker?"  the majority of women responded yes, although they had 

previously discussed the reduced use or the use under the feeling of fear of the public space at 

night, therefore almost half of the day (in the Nordic countries more than half of the day for some 

months of the year). This is just one example of the essential issue contained within this limitation. 

This is how such a dominant and overarching system as that of patriarchy has managed to penetrate 

the daily lives and the way of thinking and acting of women even when it comes to their opposition 

to it. In theory, in order to conclude, we would have to completely disengage from this system and 

the norms that it has established to seek what exactly equality means and, in this case, complete 

freedom in public space (meaning its use without restrictions), which of course does not it is 

entirely possible. 

3.7 critical reflections  

 

This thesis was founded and then flourished around the theory of intersectionality. However, the 

vast majority of participants are middle-class women with advanced education. That could be 

considered as that these two perspectives are not in conjunction. This was not my intention but 

rather the outcome of the recruitment process. However, the theory of intersectionality is a tool for 

further research but also a used tool through analysis and interpretation of the data that emerged. 

It is necessary to mention that many times lived experience is the main source of inspiration and 

analysis of the respective research. I personally, as mentioned in more detail in the positionality 

section, I belong in a sense to the group on the margins, that of women. However, if we focus on 

individual identities mentioned in the intersectionality section, I do not have an experiential point 

of view to contribute to the research. Nevertheless, I attempted a substantive analysis of these 

theories and often tried to keep my positionality in mind. 
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4 empirical findings  

 

This chapter presents the empirical findings of this thesis, consisting of the results of walking 

interviews and the second method used that of story completion. I elaborate on the data collected 

both from walking interviews and women’s answers on the hypothetical scenarios in conjunction 

as it was estimated that they worked collaboratively. 

The women who participated in the walking interviews mentioned several aspects related to public 

space, the way it is designed, the feelings it evokes, an ideal scenario of how they would like public 

space to be and what would happen to them, and their experiences in each scenario. In their 

narratives, women talk about challenges they experience in public space, mainly because of their 

gender. In order to present the results in this section, Ι divided the findings into three key topics 

and subcategories. Specifically, the three sets of results are 1. how was public space introduced to 

women and the subcategory of how they would do it to other young women today, 2. how do 

women experience public space and the subcategories of their feelings, behaviors, and 

acknowledged limitations and 3. how would women want public space to be and the subcategory 

what would women do if public space was as they wanted. 

4.1 how was public space introduced to women  

 

Concerning how they got to know public space and answering the question "Can you tell me the 

most common tips you have heard about how to use public space as a young woman?" all responses 

elaborated on the same wavelength, in the light of caution and safety.  

Specifically, Emily said:  

“Uh, um, yeah, I mean the most common things is maybe to stay where there 

actually is other people, uh, is what I've heard to like avoid, uh, streets that are, uh, 

empty, because it's better if there's people around.”- Emily 

Chloe said she had been advised to “always walk when there's light and always be aware of your 

surroundings to, and, uh, yeah. Always be around like other people”. Hazel's immediate answer to 

that question was how it relates “safety tips”. Emory stressed on “always check your surroundings” 

and Anna told me she introduced to public space by the phrase “don't go by yourself”. Harper 

stressed “not to walk alone at night let's say in dangerous areas”. Ivy stressed that all the 

information she got was:  

“mainly about safety so I was usually advised to be careful where I go, not to be 

deserted or dark how I keep my bag not to be on the side of the road and someone 

passes by and picks it up and hits me”. - Ivy 
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Rose reflected on an encounter she had with her man coworker when he told her: 

“…he asked me how will I go home and I told him I will walk and he tells me you 

will walk alone it's night it's a bit dangerous…” – Rose 

4.1.1 how would women introduced public space to young women today 

 

Discussing whether they, today, would pass on this advice-information to introduce public space 

to other young women. Most of the women who participated answered yes, concerning the 

information however, some stressed that they would do it in a different way, less restrictive. 

Rose said that: 

“Yes, but not in the same way it was passed on to me as a teenager, as a young 

woman in Greece, obviously. Like what will you wear, where will you go and how 

will you return? [I would say] You will wear whatever you like but it is for you 

own good, unfortunately because the situation is as it is and we have to be careful. 

What can I tell you, although I am strongly opposed to the fact that something like 

this should happen, I would advise a young woman not to be alone at night...What 

we all experience, I believe.” - Rose 

All the responses were developed on this basis. They all said they would pass on these tips to 

young women today, but each one added a personal dimension to how and generally diversified 

their own experience. Emily contended that she would pass that same information to other women, 

today. Chloe and Emory agreed as well. Harper said: 

“I would of course tell them because… it depends of course where you are, you 

need to know where you are, how is the culture, what is the situation, in which area 

you are but there is always danger, especially when you are a woman it is a bit… 

one should be careful on how to move because it is a bit dangerous.” – Harper  

Hazel shared: 

“I definitely would to some extend it depends the city and it depends the person. 

Umm and I think also sometimes warning too much can enforced the feeling of fear 

umm so it really depends on the circumstances but in Stockholm I wouldn’t.” -

Hazel 

 

4.2 how do women experience public space 

 

Moving on to the second key topic that concerned most of the interview, regarding the questions, 
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how do women experience public space today. The participants shared many experiences and 

elaborated on their feelings when they are in public space. First, the predominant emotion is that 

of fear and that of safety. 

4.2.1 feelings 

Feelings were an important part in women’s narrative throughout the walking interviews process. 

All the women referred to the feelings they experience when they are in public space. There were 

also questions that were purely about the feelings that women experience when moving within 

public space. Describing her experience Harper shared: 

“I was walking alone at night, and here in Stockholm there are not many people 

around, it is sparsely populated in some areas outside the city center, it is not that it 

is crowded. My heart was pounding for a while but that was it, nothing strange has 

ever happened to me, to be honest. But the emotion is there.” – Harper  

She then elaborated that “(…) I have faced danger to put it that way. So, you don’t go out at night, 

meaning you are being cautious.” Rose in her answer about what would make her experience in 

public space better identified that “As a woman of course there is this gender factor, to feel safe.” 

Emily told me that safety is one of the factors that shape which routes will she follow in order to 

get from one place to another. Chloe shared that “I feel like the spaces are so racialized and 

gendered, uh, which makes, which makes me feel really angry and vulnerable and afraid”.  

Anna while asked about the area were walking interviews took place, she explained that she 

believes it is a safe place by explaining what safe means to her: 

“It's quite busy. See, most times of the day with people walking outside, a lot of 

like, maybe this is urban planning talk, but like eyes on the street, like there are 

some shops, there are some bars, a lot of people like living in the area. I feel like if 

I would scream, people would hear me. I wish I feel is something that makes me 

feel safe compared to like Vasaparken over there or something that, that would be 

more scary. I like walking on the sidewalk in like a [inaudible] area like this. I, 

yeah. I say I feel safe here, but I mean, it always depends on these circumstances 

and let's say again, all the lights are off for like its power outbreak or something 

and I'm by myself. I would, I would be scared. Yeah. Right. But in general, I think, 

yeah. I think this is one of the spaces I would feel quite safe.” – Anna 

Ivy described what safety means for her while in public space: 

“Most of the time I worry when I am in a place which is deserted and it is dark. I 

believe that when there are people around, I am safer. Of course, that depends on 

the area. If an area which has a bad reputation [said with ‘in quotes’] even with 

people around, I may not feel that safe.” - Ivy  
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When asked about the emotions they experience and identify in public space, the participants 

mentioned the feeling of fear as predominant. However, it is not the only emotion they narrate. 

Some have discussed what causes them to be crowded in certain public places, especially in 

Stockholm. There were also responses that developed around more positive emotions such as that 

of optimism and relaxation. 

Emily said  

“Most of the time, I think I'm quite optimistic (…) But otherwise I think I'm kind 

of, um, yeah kinda chill”. – Emily 

She mentioned “otherwise” as she initially claimed she felt “a bit cramped” and that she identifies 

“that feeling is a bit stressful. So, I mean, there is, there is a certain stress to that…”. Hazel added 

to that narrative by saying “I feel quite confident and quite relaxed” but she identified that her 

feelings are like that as she often moves and uses public spaces that are familiar to her. Ivy 

elaborated on the feeling of fear means to her, she said: 

 “(…) if I'm in a place I like and feel safe uh I feel comfortable (…) otherwise if I 

am in an area that I do not feel and very safe I feel a little more not exactly scared 

but on alert let's say more careful” – Ivy 

Rose stressed “I feel a feeling of freedom”. Harper reflected on her experience as a migrant woman 

in another country and she stressed on the differences, she said “Here I feel pretty relaxed”. Anna 

reflected on that question and she said “(…) I think you're a bit more attentive to, if there's 

something different.” 

Emory’s answered moved towards what she would like to have with her to feel comfortable in 

public space, she said: 

“And I would never like walk... I mean, during the day I walk with my headphones 

in my ears, I, I don't mind, but when it's dark I would never do that. Like not even 

in the city center.” – Emory  

When the participants were asked what they could suggest in order to feel better in public, they 

responded and their main concern was oriented towards a public space that that would make them 

feel safer and less scared. Most of the answers were developed around having more "lighting" from 

Anna, Emily, Rose and Chloe and Emory were discussing about "cameras" in order to feel safer 

in public space.  

Hazel proposed:  

“(…) in general, I think the presence of people that are kind of the security area or 

people that are present that you can go to if you have a problem but not only their 
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presence that knowing they will do something about a situation. I think that is a big 

thing.” – Hazel 

4.2.2 behaviors  

 

Moving on to the behaviors women apply when using public space. Emily stressed that “I wanna 

know what's happening, like behind me.” Hazel said “Umm I would probably not be reading 

because there would have to be focus…” concerning her surroundings. Emory described her 

attitude towards public space explaining: 

“I thought about the option to get like pepper spray, you know? Um, I never got it, 

but I definitely thought about it. Yeah, my phone of course. Yeah. So yeah, in my 

pocket or in my, in my bag, in my backpack, I would probably be my phone on my 

wallet, you know, always the keys of course. Yeah.” 

Anna shared that: 

“I think we are pretty concerned about each other. Like if we been now late at night, 

um, we would probably like make sure that we keep each other company for as 

long as we can walking home. Um, always saying like text me when you get home 

or let me know if something's up or things like that. So, I think like the conversation 

is more about like practically navigating, not like we have a conversation…. I'll 

never sat random on like [tell to another woman] keep your fingers between your 

keys and stuff like that....” – Anna 

Emory on the same context stressed:  

“(…) I usually make sure that I have my keys in my hands. Um, so in case 

something happens, you know, I have my keys and I can use them as a weapon kind 

of. So yeah.” – Emory 

Emily stressed on her attitude towards the physical space where: “(…) I'm also a bit aware of like 

what I can see and what I can't see, I suppose, like visually an orientation stuff”. Chloe shared that 

during her presence in public space her attention is everywhere, she discussed:  

“Um, all over, like in the front and especially I look behind a lot because you never 

know if somebody is gonna attack you from high. (…) But my head is like turning 

everywhere all the time.” – Chloe 

Women in general contended that they want to know what’s happening around them and they are 

alert most of the time, when using public space. Hazel described her behavior when she uses public 

space: 
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“Umm I definitely have an eye on the cars and vehicles and then the people that 

surround me and their behavior around me…so if I feel like someone is following 

me vs someone that minding their own business I’ll have a very different rhythm, 

or walk, or direction…” – Hazel 

Concerning the use of public space due to their gender and compared to men the participants shared 

many views. Most have recognized that there are certain restrictions that are imposed on them and 

are related to their gender. Chloe explicitly stated: 

“Like all my male friends are lucky. I'll walk a mile home when it's dark outside. 

I'm not scared what's gonna happen to me. And we [women] were like, yeah, I can't  

throw the trash away without being terrified. So, I think just being comfortable in 

public space is like the main difference. Yeah. So probably that.” – Chloe 

Anna stressed that there is a difference between her attitude towards her female friends and male 

friends, she explained:  

“Like, how do you get home now? Please let me know. And I don't really do that 

with my like male friends. Exactly. Yeah. Uh, So I think like a general mindset 

about taking care of each other, um, is also part of it.”- Anna 

Moreover, from their experience they have identified some differences in women and in male users 

of the public space. Hazel shared that “definitely women and men not walking in same paths” 

regarding their experience in public spaces. Ivy to that extend discussed safety as a difference 

between men and women. To elaborate Ivy stressed: 

“I think the main difference has to do with safety. I have not noted them particularly 

concerned about whether an area is not safe or if it has many people around and 

stuff like that, if somewhere they walk it is a dark area for example … on the 

contrary I usually pay attention to that.” – Ivy  

Emily stressed:  

“(…) one thing that I think about is that males don't really walk out of the way. 

Like if you're, um, walking towards each other, I usually have to be the person to 

move. (…) So, I mean, that's maybe the biggest difference I would say similarities. 

I'm not sure.” – Emily  

Deeping into their behaviors when they are in public spaces, during the interviews we discussed 

about their behaviors concerning avoidance. What women avoid when they are about to move in 

public spaces? Specifically answering the question of “Could you describe what is something you 

avoid, regarding your mobility when you have to go out?” participants shared many views.  
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To begin with, Emily told me that “I think I, even though I might not think about it. I do avoid 

areas that I, I mean, I, I unconsciously pick roads that I know to walk on”. Hazel responded “Umm 

I don’t think so. I think…I maybe…. it depends maybe, yeah definitely actually. Like its more in 

terms of clothing for example. Um how I present myself in awareness of expectation and what has 

constructed people’s minds of what’s right and wrong to wear”.  Britta said: “Probably darkness 

(…) That's one big thing I'd say.” 

Chloe stressed: 

“I don't necessarily feel like I avoid things just that I am aware of them, but I will 

avoid walking past large group of men, especially when its dark outside, then I will 

take other way or cry.” – Chloe 

Anna raised another point and stressed:  

“Going without my phone is number one or like some sense of security. I mean, if 

I were with a friend, I, I could go without a phone, but I would like to make sure 

that some sense of, yeah. So exactly some sense of insecurity. Uh, I mean, at least 

if it's nighttime, if it's daytime, I don't think I would be as conscious about that. But 

nighttime, definitely.” – Anna 

The mobile phone was the most common answer, all the participants mentioned it, as the object 

that they would always like to have with them when they are in public space. They all stressed on 

they would not like to be without a mobile phone. Reasons for this are various as they explained. 

For functional reasons such as the use of maps and navigation within the city but also for 

communication. Using the mobile phone to chat with their environment, to spend time on social 

media and in general or to spend your time. Finally, for security reasons, as they claimed, so that 

they can call somewhere in case they feel insecure or if something happens to them, but also as a 

"shield" of protection from the outside world, as Emily specifically said about the mobile phone 

and its accessories.  

Emily said: 

“I wanna, I mean, I think I would even want my phone in case something happened, 

but I also, I also get really uncomfortable if I'm not listening to music. So, Air Pods. 

Yeah. Or <laugh> something like that, but I think it's a feeling of security and like 

confidence and no want, like knowing where I'm about to walk as well. I think. So, 

like whenever, if I don't really know where I'm going, I'd like to have my kind of, I 

don't know, being in my own shield. Yeah. A little bit. Yeah. It's, it's a feeling of a 

shield really… Yeah.” – Emily  

Through a scenario in the story completion method used in this interview I identified attitudes 

towards certain public spaces. To exemplify, one story elaborated on a metro station, St Eriksplan 

in central Stockholm, women the women were asked what would they do if they have to wait there 
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without their phone (appendix 3, Point 1). Most of the participants stated that they would not stay 

at the subways station, and would prefer to go out and walk, they would prefer to wait somewhere 

else.  

Chloe stressed that she would prefer to go out because of the boring environment of the station 

and that it feels unwelcoming “I feel like it’s a cold environment and it’s pretty boring”. Emily 

responded that she would not stay in the station “I would probably go walk up from the subway 

station”. Harper answered “I wouldn’t wait at the station”. However, there were answers that 

would stay here and be attentive towards people around. Hazel shared “just sit and watch what is 

happening around me. And if I have a way to get out then I just go out, go for a walk.” Rose 

responded that she would stay in a bench near the platform. 

Another story concerned another type of public space, a public square (appendix 3, Point 2). 

Specifically, participants were asked what they would do and where they would choose to sit if 

they found themselves in certain conditions in Odenplan Square. Most of the answers elaborated 

towards places where there weren’t many people around and it is a kind of one person seat. Some 

of them answered they would seat in the benches there are in Odenplan Square. Others reflected 

on the stairs above Odenplan station and stressed why they would choose that place.  

Emory shared “I like the spot because it's higher up. You can kind of see everything and like, 

nobody can be behind you, you know?” and Emily said she chose this place because “you have 

like a good overview (…) also the fact that it is out of the way gives me sort of a calmness to 

maybe”. Anna chose the same place and raised another point “if it's like a lot of people sitting there 

and it sort of is like a, what do you say collective feeling or like we're doing this together. Like we 

all have the same feeling.”.  

4.2.4 limitations  

 

A major part of this thesis and the interview was about restrictions and limitations that a woman 

may experience, especially due to her gender, in public space. The women who took part in this 

study identified a number of limitations that concern their gender. To begin with, Rose said “I have 

not felt any restriction other than the one I said, that I do not feel comfortable walking at night 

alone.”. Harper shared that “(…) I have felt threatened, so to speak. So, you do not go out at night, 

that is, or you are careful…”.  

In the second method used, the story completion method, women were given hypothetical 

scenarios. In particular, one of the scenarios was developed in the Observatory groves (appendix 

3, Point 3), the question concerned what would they do if they were at this place late in the 

afternoon and next to them a group of men were sitting. The majority of responses were directed 

at women leaving the area. Specifically, Chloe answered “I would leave 100%”, Harper on the 

same note said “I'm probably leaving” and Emily responded “Uh, I would stand up and walk 

somewhere else”. However, there have been some responses in a different direction. Hazel 
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responded “Hmm I probably sit for a bit and observe. (…) But would not feel relaxed and feel very 

defensive so I’ll probably go for a walk”  

Rose stressed:  

 “I will wait a few minutes to weigh the situation. To understand their intentions. If 

they drink or have beers, I will get up to leave.” – Rose 

Ivy said that her reaction would depend on these men, if she would feel there is no danger, she 

would not leave but in general she concluded that she would probably leave if it was night time. 

Emory stressed the same hypothesis and she added that she would go a bit farther to feel safer. 

Anna elaborated more on why she would not feel safe, concerning the morphology of this point, 

Observatory groves.  

She responded:  

“I would leave. I would say, uh, just that it's this area it's not very busy if it was 

started to plan. I don't think I would care that much, but here it's, uh, yeah. It has 

something to do like with how big it is. And um, like how far away you are from 

people in general? Like how, like I consciously how long it's gonna take for 

someone to hear you scream.” – Anna 

Here, it needs to be stressed that in one walking interview with a woman who came with her stroller 

and new born child we were unable to reach that certain point. Due to the morphology, planning 

and the weather (iced snow) of the Observatory Groves. Throughout this walking interview this 

woman stressed the difficulties she faces in her mobility as woman and mother, another 

intersectional category, in public space.  

Regarding other limitations women face because of their gender and other categories within this 

identity, such as mother and migrant, they shared many thoughts. There were answers concerning 

that they always observe men dominated public spaces. Emory stressed on that and shared “I've 

noticed, um, even in both parks, there's like this big soccer field and mostly it's men or boys playing 

there. So, it's yeah. Where are things for girls or women…”  Hazel pointed out some of the 

restrictions she identifies in her experience of using public space:  

“Umm the time. So not being able to be out at night for my own safety. Certain 

cities not being able to take certain trains because they would be…have this 

reputation of being more dangerous. Umm having an acknowledgment of my 

limitations of defending myself and stuff like that would limit my movement and 

not going in certain areas in the city or in a place. So yeah….” – Hazel 

Emily stressed: 
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“I've definitely changed, uh, side of the street. If I'm walking towards something 

that looks like I want to avoid it. (…) Uh, I do that, and I guess that's an obstacle 

because of my gender, uh, uh, and maybe a little bit the same thing again, that I like 

to avoid walking right through like two crowded areas. I don't know if it's an 

obstacle, but if, even though I to wear my, my Air Pods and listen to music, I 

sometimes turn the music like down or I take the one out like a little bit, move it, 

like so that I can still hear a little bit better because it can sometimes, I feel like I 

want to hear more of what's happening around me than, uh, sometimes it's fine. And 

sometimes I wanna be more aware.” – Emily 

There were answers about limitations that are largely framed in relation men. Chloe shared her 

thought concerning her use of public space and how it is shaped by what men do. To elaborate 

Chloe mentioned: 

“I feel like if you walk, doesn't really matter what time of day, but especially at like 

night, if you see like a man or like a group of, of men, you just cross the street and 

hope to don't get raped or killed (laugh) (…) you always need to be for the lookout. 

(…) if I want to go for a walk when it's dark outside, I just simply won't because I 

don't feel safe. Even if it's in my own neighborhood or wherever it is. Um, like 

always when I like hang out with my guy friends, they always follow me to like the 

subway or the train, just to make sure I get home safe. And I really don't think that 

it should be like that. Yes. I think like this restriction is always being so restricted 

in your mobility because you are a woman because you never know what can 

happen.” – Chloe  

To the same context Anna reflected on her experience in public spaces as migrant woman and how 

spaces and her gender in relation to men, another intersectional category, to some extent, shaped 

her choices and mobility in public space. Anna discussed that: 

“There have been times, especially when I was in [name withheld in order to protect 

her privacy] (…) very busy nightlife (...) there have been times when I'm like going 

home late at night, looking for, I don't know (…) something to eat. And then you 

look inside the restaurant and it's super busy with 20 very drunk men. Uh, I would 

not go in there by myself, not even like maybe with a female friend either. Uh, so 

that is something that hindered me, limited me.” – Anna 

Then she reflected on her experience as a migrant woman in another country:  

“I know when I was in [name withheld in order to protect her privacy], for example, 

they have a very, um, I mean, it was more common for me to get like comments, 

uh, on the streets or, it happens here definitely, but I think it's not at all to the same 

degree as I thought it was in [name withheld in order to protect her privacy], not at 

all.” – Anna  
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Ivy stressed on her experience regarding her mobility. She compared her experience in another 

country, where she has lived, and Sweden. She identified the same restrictions, but she stressed 

that she faces this limitation to a greater degree in the other country.  

“(…) I think the restrictions have more to do, and maybe even more when I am in 

[name withheld in order to protect her privacy] if, for example, I want to go home 

one night and I am in the mood to walk, I will avoid walking if it is dark, if I am 

alone. So, it has more to do with the ways I move and how I feel safe.” – Ivy 

In the context of the interview questions but also in their answers to other questions, the women 

also referred to the sexual harassment they face in public space. Some women shared that they 

have been attached, both physically and verbally in public space more than once by men. There 

was one woman who referred to verbal harassment and said “I’ve had people you know, hung at 

me, whistle and staff in certain cities. Um catcalling…” some said how “an old guy, I in a car who 

stopped next to me and he was driving. Like he was driving really slowly. And then he asked “how 

much?”. Some also reported more severe cases of physical sexual harassment. 1 

4.3 how would women want public space to be  

 

To the hypothetical question of what they would like to happen in urban planning and consequently 

in contemporary cities, so that all the restrictions and the negative emotions they experience and 

mentioned in this interview, women responded in the same direction. They referred mostly to 

small-scale interventions but also to more substantive issues that may not be involved in urban 

planning. Harper for example responded first by saying “Education” but then she elaborated on 

urban planning: “(…) more light at night, yes. So that there are no dark corners and places where 

one can attack a woman. Maybe security cameras that work as a deterrent, maybe some patrols.” 

Rose shared that she does not believe that is something urban planning could solve. She said: 

“In terms of design, I do not think it will change. It has nothing to do with the design 

of this city. That is, it is not possible, I consider it somewhat impossible to go to 

every street in every neighborhood to put lights, etc. It is a matter of patriarchy; I 

will say it. It's not a matter of planning in this particular city at least. I do not think 

so.” – Rose 

On this matter Emily proposed “(…) generally to kind of keep spaces rather open and to avoid 

corners and especially like bad lighting corners…”. Emory agreed with that approach and she 

stressed “Lights, more lights, um, more maybe like wider streets (…) like let's say not streets, but 

like roots for pedestrians, for example, they could be safe in that way because then they're on cars 

around (…)”. Chloe’s approach was similar to the above she said  

                                                
1 Pseudonyms removed from this section. See Chapter 3 “methods and methodology” subchapter 3.5.2 ‘sensitive 

situation’ 
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“(…) needs to be less bushes and more, um, lights everywhere. But then at the same 

time, like lights right now are usually on the walking path rather than the 

surroundings, which makes it so clear if you walking on a well-lit, path, but like, 

yeah, look the perpetrators in the bushes (…) and also like people to actually get 

prosecuted when they are being, like, if you victimize a woman, you need to go to 

prison”. – Chloe 

Ivy added to that narrative by saying “Let the lighting be better for sure. Here in Stockholm, I think 

in general it is bright enough (…)”. From that point of view and the idea of needed open spaces in 

contemporary cities Hazel discussed: 

“I think the idea of open spaces where a lot of people can move and pass through 

but are very visible but at the same time where people can feel a bit cozy. Like the 

balance between being visible and not having to many hidden spaces but also where 

people can just relax and spend time with one another are important.” – Hazel 

Anna contended the importance of lighting as well, in addition she said that public transportation 

is important for women to use public space more thus we need to pay attention in public 

transportation design in order for women to feel safer since walking alone at night is not something 

women would prefer to do. In addition, she shared the experience she had with the idea of planning 

for women and her reflection that urban planning alone cannot solve such social problems. 

 She said:  

“I think lighting once again is, uh, fundamental (…) I remember like walking at 

like an urban planning office, there was like a lot of, um, engagement to have like 

young women using public space. More like usually it's men, young, young boys 

or men like using go biking for example, or using the skateboard or just hanging 

around. And it was like a lot of like things to engage women or like girls. And then 

it just turned out to be like a stage, a pink, pink painted stage. And they said, oh, 

we've done something for women here. They can just stand here and dancing, which 

they really like, it's like, this is pink washing.” – Anna 

4.3.1 what would women do if public space was as they wanted  

 

Participants were then asked what they would do if the suggestions they made, so that they did not 

experience the limitations identified by themselves, were valid. The majority of respondents 

developed around a sense of security and how it limits them to use public space, thus they would 

take the opportunity to do things that they are unable to do without these suggestions out of fear.  

Emory said “Oh, I would really like to say listen to music, but I still wouldn't do that.” and Harper 

responded “(…) I could move around more comfortably at night, let’s say. To walk.”. Rose added 
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“It would be easier not to think about what time I will return home, to have my keys ready. The 

classics.”. 

Hazel envisioned her experience would be calmer, if the things she suggested were true: 

“Um I would probably spend a lot more time just hanging out in the city and in the 

public spaces’ (…) I would probably encourage other people to go to these places 

if I feel safe going to them.” – Hazel 

Emily said:  

“I wouldn't need to avoid, if I choose to avoid a park, I wouldn't need to do that. 

Uh, I would also, um, do a pass through Gullmarsplan often, more often probably. 

Uh, and I wouldn't do it as fast in a way, because whenever I'm there, I'm just like, 

you know, running through, uh, I would be able to, to, um, slow down a little bit, 

um, in that area (…)” – Emily  

Anna added to that and she contended: “Take a walk in the park late at night (…) It would be nice 

to like take a night walk and doing that by yourself.”. Ivy discussed that even though she believes 

her experience would be without limitations of that kind she would still be careful. Moreover, she 

said: “I think again I would be careful of course, but maybe I would not afraid to go into a park.” 

To conclude, Chloe reflected on a major component of her experience in today’s contemporary 

public space she said “Taking an evening walk maybe when it’s dark outside. And maybe not be 

afraid all the time.”. 
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5 discussion 

 

This chapter will analyse and discuss the findings of the study. Following the research design, it 

is divided into two sections. First, I will consider the findings from the empirical work I did for 

this thesis, the walking interviews, and link back to the theoretical and conceptual thinking stated 

early on this thesis. Then, as stated by the second aim of this thesis is to apply this learning to 

thinking about ways planners can improve their understanding of individual experiences and 

implement the intersectional theory into planning practice and public policy. 

5.1 discussion of empirical findings 

This thesis explores the individual experiences of women in public spaces. Women’s perception 

of public spaces in contemporary cities is an important matter that needs further exploration in 

order to design cities that meet the need of different group of people and that case women and 

enable them to experience public space without limitations. Raising their voices by elaborating on 

their lived experience in public space would enforce planners to shed light on aspects that we 

overlook. At the beginning of this thesis, I posed two research questions. The first and the one that 

will be discussed in detail in this section was: 

RQ1: How do women’s narrations of their experiences in public space highlight 

planning challenges? 

Through the walking interviews and another innovative method of story completion, I tried to 

explore their experiences, elevate their voices, and further understand their position within public 

spaces. I will discuss the findings in the same order and under the same key themes that elaborated 

on the findings section.  

A general reflection on the findings will mostly concern the position from which women come to 

experience public space. It is obvious, from the findings, that they experience public space with 

various restrictions which affects the quality of their lives (Johansson & Haandrikman, 2021). The 

use of public space and their evaluation of their position through it engendered of a disadvantaged 

position, in comparison to male users. Patriarchal society is a major deterrent for them to use public 

space without limitations. All the women who participated in this study spoke about inequality 

between men and women in public space, acknowledged their inferior position when using public 

space compared to male users (Mellgren, et al., 2018), and argued that fundamental changes are 

needed to design public space for them. All the women talked about the way they came to know 

public space when they were younger from their inner circle, they discussed, among other things, 

the negative emotions they experience when they are in public space and analyze the changes that 

need to be made to feel better using public space as women. 

To begin with, the first key theme discussed in the findings section is how young women are 

introduced to public space. As anticipated from the theory, most of the answers were related to the 
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concept of constant attention. Interpreting the answers of the women who participated in the 

walking interviews I could say that people are biased towards public space, even in cities where 

there are efforts on feminist urban planning. Even before the female users of public space are given 

the opportunity to explore it, use it and characterize it by themselves, restrictions are imposed on 

them by the prevailing social perception and of course in order to remain safe. There is this social 

perception of public space that it is not safe for women and as participants stressed women are told 

by their families, inner circle, and other women, not to use public space alone at certain hours, 

mostly at night, which almost excludes half of the day -and more in the northern countries during 

the winter months. From 1970s until today, women try to penetrate the barrier of using public 

space at night with universal movements and marches, according to Oberhauser et al. (2017).  

All the women who participated in this study claimed that they are trying to change this  deterrent 

and intimidating narrative and introduce public space in a less restrictive way and at the same time 

be safe for young women. Some women argued, driven by their own experience, that the way 

people introduced public space to them led to limited use of public targeting most the categories 

contained within their identity as women, mother, migrants, partner highlighting the importance 

of what Rodó-de-Zárate (2013) contended, with intersectional lenses we are able to further explore 

these multiple elements that govern people’s experiences. Therefore, some women stressed that 

they would not use the same way to introduce public space to other young women who have not 

yet used public space alone. On the contrary, they argued that of course they would discuss safety 

issues but would mainly empower young women to feel confident and comfortable in public space. 

Social stereotypes and power relations that govern public space (Πέττας, 2018) that flourish in 

patriarchy limit the use of women in public space covered by a social norm that brings women to 

a position in which they need protection (by and from men) and there is this intersecting power 

within women, other identities they carry and public space which appears when intersectional 

theory is in application. This social perception, as discussed in the empirical work done for the 

present work, that women should remain protected and not use public space alone orchestrates a 

pathogenic situation in which women limit their mobility in the city and strengthens a power 

relationship between men and women in the public space, in which women are in a vulnerable 

position. Moreover, as Kern (2021) discussed, cities are designed by men in order to complement 

their needs and in conjunction with the old overarching perception that the place of women was 

inside houses. Therefore, women try to reclaim rights and foster the feeling of belonging in public 

space, and through that light, they said that there is of major importance in order to achieve that 

not to introduce public space through restrictions to young women.  

The second key theme concerned women’s experience in public space through their perspective, 

their emotions, behaviors they follow, and acknowledged limitations. Their feelings when in public 

space were a major aspect of their narratives. As expected from the literature (Rachel, 2001; 

Johansson & Haandrikman, 2021; Rodó-de-Zárate, 2015), the predominant feeling of women in 

public space, was that of fear. This is a complex hodgepodge of social stereotypes, actual 

experiences, and most important position in the physical space. Furthermore, women who came in 

a Swedish context from a deeply conservative and patriarchal society, as they compared their 

experience in different countries and Sweden, they did not highlight that many restrictions as 
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women who lived in countries orientated toward gender equality and inclusiveness, like Sweden. 

Bagheri (2019) stressed the differences between women's experience in spaces in anglophonic and 

non-anglophone countries and contended that political, economic, and societal circumstances 

influence to a great extent their overall experience. Moreover, it could be considered as a natural 

consequence of women growing up in a deeply patriarchal and conservative environment, in a 

society where gender inequality is praised by both the state and other factors such as religion, in 

an environment where sexual harassment and verbal violence against women is a daily occurrence, 

to indulge in the lurking sexist behaviors or restrictions they experience in an environment where 

at least superficially gender equality is a key pillar of development.  

The vast majority of the emotions discussed by the women participants developed around that of 

fear. More specifically, they referred to the feeling of security, which is missing. The sense of 

attention and “alertness”, is especially intense when they are in public space. In addition, they 

addressed sexual harassment. The above reinforces the belief that women use and experience 

public space in a degraded and limited position, compared to men. As stressed by their study in 

Sweden according to Mellgren et al., (2018) men’s behavior shape women’s experience. These 

feelings are an outcome of many factors, the social perception of public space, how public space 

is introduced to young women, and especially the system of patriarchy. Women avoid public space 

at certain times, planning to be in public space with a kind of protection either in the presence of 

other people or by using "weapons" that will keep them safe, to exemplify keys. Although many 

of them recognize these limitations and consequently the reduced quality of life caused by these 

restrictions (Johansson & Haandrikman, 2021) women try to develop their lives around these 

imposed restraints. This is reflected in the fact that there were some women who, although they 

had referred to these limitations and negative emotions, described their experience in public as 

“relaxed” and “optimistic”. 

Furthermore, these emotions narrated by women engender and shape their behaviors in public 

space. As discussed by all participants, women need to have their mobile phone when they are in 

public space, both for practical reasons but mainly because they believe it probable that they will 

use it in potentially dangerous situations. This behavior emphasizes the need of women to feel safe 

in an unfriendly environment. It emphasizes the exit mechanism that women need in an 

environment that they should experience as safe and welcoming this finding contradicts the first 

the definition that was shaped for public space for this thesis2 and generally other definitions 

mostly from the social approach of space (UN Habitat, 2015; Βαΐου, 2002). Instead, they have a 

diminished and degraded experiences in public space. In this light, emphasis is also placed on the 

inability of external factors such as planning and public policy to respond to these issues and the 

experiences that women have always had. At the same time, a challenge between the individual 

female experience and planning is once again emphasized. Their narratives emphasize on how 

public space women use public space as a tool, going through it without dwelling on it, as it does 

                                                
2 See Chapter 2 ‘theoretical and conceptual framework’ subchapter 2.2 ‘public space’ 
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not meet their needs. Therefore, the fundamental pillar of planning, to create spaces where people 

should feel comfortable and free is fragmented for women limited their autonomy to a great extent. 

Challenges that women narrate were identified around the barriers they face, the behaviors that 

they embed to be safe and comfortable in public space, and their emotions. The third key theme 

developed around this light and concerned how they would like public space to be, in order to be 

released from these restrictions. Moreover, women’s suggestions and aspirations emphasized 

security measures reflecting on their lived experience. Proposed openness of spaces and more 

lighting to that matter as well. Although efforts are being made to design cities based on women's 

needs, we still have a mountain to climb as stressed by the Urbana (2022) team in their 

participatory workshop for the creation of inclusive schoolyards. As they argue we need to 

understand the real - and not the patriarchal, needs of women and implemented them in the design 

process, to enable women to see themselves in modern cities (ibid). Delving into the actual needs 

and overcoming such a dominant and influential system, the patriarchy, requires in-depth 

exploration and fragmentation of the top-down approach and its reshaping in such a way as to 

satisfy female needs, this could be achieved through intersectional thinking as it enables the 

disentangle of the complex picture of oppression and inequality according to Weldon (2008), and 

that applies to other marginalized groups.  

I consider the findings of the thesis particularly important and insightful. All challenges women 

face in public space and surfaced through their narratives reflects the androcentric urban planning 

but also the inability of policymakers to offer women a "the good life" as public policy aims 

(Hankivsky & Jordan-Zacher, 2019). In addition, fear may be the central feeling of women when 

in public space but through this thesis, I was able to identify and discuss additional emotions and 

limitations women face in contemporary public space. that highlights first the challenges which 

target toward different axes of women's identities and second the importance to implement 

intersectionality as it explores power structures and the intersecting power that emerges (Collins 

& Bilge, 2016). Furthermore, raising women's voices and experiences is the only way to 

understand what challenges women facing. By focusing on the theory of intersectionality and what 

we can do to infuse it into public policy and urban planning we will be able to elevate the oppressed 

experience of women and beyond. 

For many years through patriarchal societies’ impositions and patriarchal urban planning women 

were told what to do, what to like, and how they should move. Today, more than ever with the 

continuation and empowerment, in certain contexts especially in western societies, of the feminist 

movement, women need to be in decision-making positions as well as integrated into the design 

process. Women's voices need to be heard and we need to focus on analyzing their experiences. 

Planning could only complement women's needs when they narrate to themselves what it is like 

to walk in this world and these cities as a woman. The creation of cities that compliment women’s 

need through feminist urban planning and with the work in tandem of intersectionality and public 

policy is an important step we need to follow. Nevertheless, it should happen in conjunction with 

the effort for social equality and breaking down patriarchal stereotypes in all fields, urban planning 
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is able to contribute more than one might think, the planning of schools and schoolyards, sports 

venues and other activities and public spaces shape the social and individual consciousness. 

5.2 potential for policy relevance  

How women narrate their individual experiences when in public space was the core of this thesis. 

The analysis and interpretation of these experiences led to a further reflection of the data generated 

by the walking interviews and engendered the need for their connection with urban planning. Τhe 

conceptual framework, which has been analyzed in detail in previous chapters, lays the 

groundwork to integrate the theory of intersectionality into public policy and then urban planning. 

Both the discussed literature and the empirical research show that the connection between 

intersectionality and public policy has not been achieved (Hankivsky & Jordan-Zacher, 2019; 

Hankivsky & Cormier, 2011). At the beginning of this thesis, I posed two research questions. The 

second and the one that will be discussed in detail in this section was: 

RQ2: How can planners use intersectional thinking to improve planning and 

policy practice?  

The data obtained from the walking interviews and the story completion method were rich. 

Building on this solid foundation of findings, an attempt is made to answer the above question. I 

will discuss in this section how we, planners, can use these data to improve urban design through 

intersectional analytical lenses. Women’s experience in public space has been an important subject 

in the academic and social world. Drawing from the direction that women should be the main 

aspect of the design process and focusing on urban planning practices is a significant step one 

could raise.  

Rose (1993) contended, and that is the beginning for every major change, the presence of women 

in geography, before 1970, was heartbreaking, this could question the bias in research as the female 

experience and point of view was almost non-existent. With the same reasoning, the need for 

strengthening the presence of women in the fields related to public policy and urban planning with 

women is necessary to discuss planning directed toward a gender-equal city. Today, and mainly 

in the light of the theory of intersectionality (Crenshaw, 1989), the term woman incorporates a 

multitude of other identities. Is of major importance to be able to identify these complexities and 

try to work towards the acknowledgment and the implementation of the individual experience 

through people that work in certain fields, especially public policy. Through this proposal, the 

implementation of intersectionality theory into practice, planners and policymakers will be able to 

infuse the individual experience of various women in the decision-making process of planning and 

policy. Therefore, the planning will engender from a different context, compared to what exists 

today, and it will be more likely to design differently and complement people’s needs, highlighting 

their multiple identities. According to Pettas (Πέττας, 2018) contemporary public space is 

characterized by power relations, Tsavdaroglou (Τσαβδάρογλου, 2016) contended that enclosures 

are the characteristic of public space. Both these claims are reinforced by women's narratives. With 

the integration of intersectional thinking and the further exploration of individual identities we 

lead to a more inclusive starting point of planning and policy.  
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Through intersectional theory, we, as planners, are confronted with challenges that are often 

difficult to address. Furthermore, this may highlight the gaps between theory and practice as an 

ongoing struggle for most planners, that is planning based on individual experience. 

Intersectionality suggests that every person carries various identities and that has a very unique 

outcome and experience in various spaces (Crenshaw, 1993). Some things emerge from the results 

of the empirical work of the walking interviews, and the challenges women mentioned in their 

narratives concerning their disadvantaged position in public space. It is important to apply the 

theory of intersectionality in practice not solely because the multiple identities carried by an 

individual are recognized but also because this analytical framework provides further exploration 

of the different dynamics that different groups experience in society (Gutierrez & Hopkins, 2015).  

First, the empirical findings suggest that women develop their thinking and specifically their 

experience in public space, by taking into account the use of the space in relation to men, stressing 

the position of power that emerge between men and women in public space (Mellgren, et al., 2018). 

Some women shared places such as parks or squares are used predominately by men as their uses 

compliments their choices. This type of city planning is actually pragmatic as reported by Kern 

(2021), cities are designed based on the needs and interpretations of men. The empirical findings 

stress that a key factor of the restrictions that women experience is that first, they do not see 

themselves and specifically their identity and categories within that in the city and second, they 

face barrier because of these identities. To exemplify, the movement of a woman who came to the 

walking interview with her new-born child, was limited a number of times due to the impossibility 

of comfortable movement with the stroller and the planning of the city. Through the 

implementation of intersectional analytical lens, the concentration would shift toward the analysis 

and interpretation of the intersection of the multiple identities’ women carry in contemporary 

society and further explore their journey and choices (Roco, 2018) and then plan by raising these 

as fundamental pillars of the planning process. To exemplify, it may not be very common, referring 

to dominant design practices, to design a softball field (which is a purely women's sport) in the 

city center like a soccer field, but we would offer real space not only to women of the sport but 

women in general. 

Second, bridging public policy and intersectionality is a difficult task, integrated that into urban 

planning could be interpreted as an even harder barrier to overcome. However, considering 

individual experiences and focusing on people’s narratives through an intersectional analytical 

lens could enhance the integration process. By further exploring and understanding the many 

identities and choices, shaped by these, users of public space, and citizens in general, we will be 

able to apply the theory of intersectionality (Carastathis, 2016, p. 36) both to public policy and 

then urban planning. This could be achieved by raising the voices and experiences and shed light 

on the complexities of these issues of groups that are marginalized or oppressed by social norms 

and in this case women, in academia and research but also public policy. Furthermore, according 

to Hankivsky & Cormier (2011) the integration of intersectional thinking to planning and policy 

may need more time and resources to further explore within different groups of people, and that is 

a barrier for these fields that we cannot overcome.  
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Figure 5 Generalization of current relations between intersectionality, public policy and public space 

Finally, this thesis is not presented as the answer to all the limitations imposed on women nor does 

it consider that urban planning alone can solve gender inequalities. On the contrary, it fully 

recognizes the complexity of the patriarchal system and the field itself. Urban planning as a human-

centered field based on human needs is recognized here as a tool to strengthen the universal 

challenge for the creation of equal societies and cities, concerning gender disparities. Nowadays, 

women are increasingly looking for space in the modern city, and beyond. Efforts and initiatives 

toward gender equality are presented, by certain states and bodies, but they do not perform. We as 

researchers and planners (of policies or cities) have to be additionally analytical and constantly 

evaluating these methods. Patriarchy and the stereotypes it imposes are diffused in all areas of 

daily life and consequently apply to both the conceptual and the physical space. The deep and 

essential recognition of this reality and the beginning of the design of the space with the concern 

of the equal experience of all overcoming all the stereotypes and distinctions is an important step 

both for the planning of cities and consequently of society. The identification of the power relations 

that exist and the recognition of the groups that policies and planning, without intersectional lenses, 

serve is necessary (Hankivsky & Cormier, 2011) for the purpose of intersectional theory to be 

integrated into practice. Through this thesis, with the conceptual framework developed but also 

with the empirical work that was followed, it was recognized that the generalization of the current 

relationship between intersectionality, public policy, and public space is insufficient (see Figure 

5). What the present work attempts to accomplish, in the next section, is to change the dynamics 

of this relationship so that there is the desired connection between these three concepts and presents 

the ideal approach (see Figure 5). 
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Figure 6 Ideal approach to Intersectionality, public policy and public space 



60 

 

6 recommendations: bring intersectionality to planning and 

policy practice 

 

This thesis first aimed to explore women’s individual experience in public spaces and how the 

challenges they face relate to dominant planning practices. Then its second aim was to apply this 

learning to thinking about ways planners can improve their understanding of women’s individual 

experiences and implement the intersectional theory. In this chapter, four recommendations are 

presented toward the second aim of this thesis which were shaped by the findings. 

1. Integrate intersectionality into planning education. The theory of intersectionality must be 

a key pillar in urban planning education, to be the starting point for connecting 

intersectional theory’s theoretical basis with practice. The findings suggest that women 

face various challenges in public space related to dominant planning practices. Specifically, 

their identity and categories of those such as mother, migrant downplayed and overlooked 

in public space. To exemplify, in the design studios that take place in the framework of 

undergraduate and postgraduate programmes in urban planning, to invite students to design 

from an intersectional approach, which will have been taught before at a theoretical level. 

 

2. Policymakers to connect more and literally with the human individual experience. The 

empirical work done for this thesis shows that this relationship is not working as women 

address limited use of public space, in the Swedish context, which hold high position 

amongst other European countries in gender equality policies (European Institute of 

Gender Equality , 2020) This finding emphasizes on the gap between policymakers and 

actual individual experience. Policymakers need to consult the social groups to which the 

respective policies are addressed and not only analyse their need from a top-down 

approach. For example, if they are legislating to ameliorate women's experiences, they first 

need to connect and consult them. 

 

3. Participatory planning using diverse methods. Communities are evolving differently and 

this evolution is based on the particular characteristics of each. By integrating communities 

and people in general into the design and enhancing the data from a more internal analysis 

we will be able to create cities and policies that serve residents/citizens. This is reinforced 

by the empirical results as women advocate for some practices that could improve their 

experience and complement their identity in the public space, but do not seem to have been 

implemented by planners. If, for example, an urban intervention takes place in an area of 

the city, the public (residents, shopkeepers, passers-by) should be actively involved in 

decision-making and cooperate equally with the public or private bodies that organize the 

project. This recommendation would be more inclusive and representative if it were shaped 

by complementary methods, as was done in this thesis, raising the voices of the people 

involved from different perspectives. Methods, like the story completion method, are 
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useful as they provide a safe space, by indirectly posing planning questions. To community 

members.  

 

4. People on the margins, and their multiple identities, should be the center of the planning 

process and policymaking. It is of major importance to develop urban and political thinking 

on a multi-level and not one-dimensional as this does not complement the individual needs 

of users. Exploring and understanding the vulnerable position of many social groups are, 

should be the main aspect of our planning and policy-making process. Further exploration 

of the power structures shaped by multiple personal identities and their integration will 

serve their experience, as women suggest in their narratives in the present study. For 

example, in the present work women had some ideas that would improve their experience 

in the public space, which have not been implemented by policies and planning, as planners 

may not be aware of this information due to reduced engagement with people, that would 

enhance with the implementation of the above recommendation.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



62 

 

7 conclusion 

 

In the process of elaborating this thesis, the detailed analysis of the selected conceptual framework 

and the empirical work that followed, shed light on the necessity for the policymakers and planners 

today to enhance the progressive challenges for the greater rights to the city and social justice. 

Place and public space in particular create a lot of emotions for users. The individual embodied 

experience is shaped by our various identities and mainly by which part of our identity is set in 

motion by the respective public space. Rodó-de-Zárate (2014) stresses the complexity of individual 

identity and how different categories of one's identity and its intersections are able to shape their 

experience within space. Women’s narratives draw the attention to planning and policy that the 

overarching and applied practices are unable to recognize their needs and individual identities.  

This thesis made the following arguments. Firstly, women’s experience in contemporary public 

space emerges from a disadvantageous position. The two methods used in this thesis emphasize 

how social categories such as women and mother are shaped through power relations and have 

spatial implications. Women face multiple restrictions and limitations within the planned public 

spaces, even in cities such as Stockholm within the Swedish context which is one of the world’s 

most gender-equal societies, according to the United Nations Gender Inequality Index (United 

Nations Development Programme, 2021). Women even today, despite the consolidation of the 

feminist movement and policies that aim at gender equality in some European countries, use, 

experience, and embody public space differently than men. Users, planners, and policymakers are 

aware of this demarcation and the academic world is working to further explore these social 

processes. It is a necessity for women users to overcome these patriarchal and outdated practices 

in urban planning and policymaking. The results shed light on this need of women emerging from 

the feeling of fear that was observed as the dominant feeling of women in public space. However, 

it is not just what they discuss or feel. Women need to be major part of the design process and see 

their identities planned within public space. That challenge aims at planners and policymakers. 

Secondly, drawing from that anticipated challenge women’s narratives set to planners and 

policymakers, this thesis argued that planners and policymakers should further explore women’s 

experience in public space but through an intersectional analytical lens. Improving the experience 

of women is, in some European countries, an axis around which both public policy and urban 

planning development. However, despite the efforts, women seem to re-analyze challenges in 

public space and planning that they embodied. Therefore, the integration and implementation, in 

these fields, of intersectionality are considered a necessity. The argument that I am trying to make 

is that, we need to go one step further and essentially deepen understandings of multiple 

experiences and the intersections of power to plan space and society, in general, that fits us all and 

not solely certain identities and interconnection within them that a patriarchal and conservative 

society approves. This thesis aims to contribute toward that direction with the recommendations 

formulated through the empirical work followed. Finally, to conclude what this thesis highlighted 

was that the position from which women come to experience and narrate space need to be further 



63 

 

explored under a multi-dimensional approach and urban planning and public policy should come 

as a tool to overcome patriarchal norms imposed on women and that can be achieved through 

intersectional analytical lenses.  

7.1 future research  

I have tried to deepen as much as possible the experience of women in the public space and I have 

made an effort to suggest some practices which will be practiced in intersectionality and planning 

and public policy. However, due to the nature of this study, there were limitations. Most 

importantly, a limitation identified within the study and through the walking interviews is a deeper 

social and practical reflection. In particular, the normalization of certain constraints imposed on 

women by public space and their planning, due to their gender, such as the limited ability to use 

public space at night. These learned experiences shapes and guides the conclusions and 

experiences narrated by the women. Future research should identify and deepen into these 

behaviors and lurking feelings that are imposed and formed through patriarchy even when we 

discuss the feminist movement and feminist urban planning. These are complex issues of social 

enforcement and are particularly difficult to identify and explore. However, the implementation of 

intersectional thinking provides insightful knowledge of how members of specific groups, with 

multiple intersections of different categories, in that study women, experience space. Bringing 

these differences to the surface strengthens the effort for social equality, highlights inequalities 

that exist in society in ‘organizations and institutions’, and ultimately enhances the possibility of 

social change (Atewologun, 2018). 

In addition, I would like to encourage students and researchers to deepen the experience of women 

in public space concerning urban planning practices. They have created cities and public spaces 

within them that have been designed by men with men as their sole-main users (Kern, 2021), so 

they meet their needs much more than those of women. Raising women's voices and exploring 

their experiences -as they narrate them, could be a complex and time-consuming process but it is 

the only way to change this dominant patriarchal landscape. Most importantly I would encourage 

researchers and students to focus on women on the margins and social groups that are 

disadvantaged and carry different identities than that contemporary urban planning may ignore. 

The recommendations I present emphasize on that importance, that people on the margins need to 

be the center of the planning process in conjunction with the intersections of power different 

identities people carry create. Further exploration of the theory of intersectionality in conjunction 

with urban planning and public policy leads toward the exploration of people's experience through 

complex and multidimensional lenses and that approach amplify the possibility of structural social 

change. 
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9  appendices   

 

9.1 appendix 1: recruiting participants post 

 

 

 

9.2 appendix 2: interview guide (English)  

 

Get to know you - questions 

What is your name?  

How old are you?  

Where were you born?  

How long have you been living in Stockholm?  

What is your family situation?  

What is your current work status? 
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public space 

& others 

main question other versions probing 

questions 

Can you tell me the most 

common tips you have heard 

about how to use public space as 

a young woman? 

Has anyone 

ever told you 

what to do or 

what to don’t 

do in public 

spaces? What 

was that? 

 

-would you pass 

that information 

yourself to other 

women? 

-if yes/no why? 

 

Could you describe which 

factors influence your mobility 

in public areas? 

 

  

What do you think would make 

your experience in public space 

more comfortable? 

 

  

Could you describe to me 

similarities or differences that 

you have identified in male 

friends/people you work with / 

partners and your own 

experiences in public space? 

 

  

questions 

Do you consider this area a safe space? 

What do you really not like about walking in public spaces? 

What object or feeling would you need/like to have with you in public space? 

What word(s) would you use to describe public space? 

What word(s) would you want to use to describe public space? 
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public space 

individual 

experience 

 

main question other versions probing questions 

Is this area an area that 

you are coming often? 

 

 -Why? 

-If yes. What would 

be a place you would 

suggest someone visit 

and why? 

Could you describe your 

thoughts mostly when 

walking around public 

spaces like Odenplan? 

 

 -What are your 

thoughts during this 

walk? (Besides 

answering questions)  

 

How would you describe 

your experience when in 

public space? 

 

  

Can you describe to me 

some of the restrictions 

you have faced as a 

woman in public space? 

Are there any dos 

and don’ts for you 

when you are in 

public spaces? 

 

 

Could you describe what 

is something you avoid, 

regarding your mobility 

when you have to go 

out? 

 

  

Do you believe that you 

are able to enjoy cities as 

a walker? 

 

 -If yes, how? (in what 

way) 

-if not, why?  
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Has anything ever 

happened to you in 

public that made you 

change your routine? 

 

 -What was that? 

(only if she feels safe 

and comfortable 

sharing) 

 

Is there any advice you 

would give to some other 

women walking around 

Odenplan streets? 

 

  

Where do find your 

attention when walking 

on the street? 

 

  

Where do you usually 

look when you walk in 

public? 

 

If we were not here 

together now 

where would your 

gaze be? 

 

Could you talk to me 

about your feeling when 

you are walking around 

public spaces alone? 

 

  

-Why do you believe 

that is the case? 

 

How would you describe 

the routes you choose in 

the city? 

 -What kind of routes 

are those? 

-What criteria do you 

use to choose the 

route you will follow? 
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reflections 

questions 

From your experience and point of view, what would 

you suggest in order for public spaces to be more open 

for women? (Design wised) 

 

If the things you said were true, could you describe to 

me what would you do then that you cannot do now?  

 

 

-Do you follow the 

same routes during 

the night? 

What hours of the day do 

you prefer to move and 

why? 

  

Can you tell me what is 

the most common reason 

you use public space? 

(work or entertainment) 

  

How would you describe 

the ideal mobility in the 

city (means, people 

around you, time of the 

day, etc.)? 

 -If with a car why is 

that? 

 

What's your relationship 

with public utilities for 

example public toilets? 

 -Do you think that 

there are enough 

public utilities? 

If not, what would 

you suggest? 
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9.3 appendix 3: story completion method scenarios  

 

- Point one- St Eriksplan metro station 

You are in the area for a job-related thing. You came to this metro station to get to the green line 

and stop in the Sofo, Sodermalm area to find a friend for a drink at 8 pm. You go down to wait for 

the train. There is a problem and there will be a delay of around 30-45 minutes. You forgot your 

cell phone at home. Where will you sit? What will you do during this time?  

- Point two-Odenplan square 

You walked here for about 10-15 minutes. It is summer around 16:00 pm and it is quite hot. You 

understand that you are sweaty and quite tired. The square is busy, with many people around. You 

decide to sit here for a while. Where will you sit? Why do you choose this point? What do you do? 

- Point three- Observatory Groves (in Swedish: Observatorielunden) 

You are going to meet for an early dinner after work with some friends in the area. It's late February 

afternoon. Everyone informs you that they are going to be around 40-45 minutes late. You decide 

to sit down and wait for them here. You realize that a group of 4 men is sitting on the next bench. 
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