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Abstract 
 

The background to this essay is that I wanted to analyze the factions in Veronica Roth’s novel Divergent 

and class from a Marxist perspective. I used a Marxist perspective on social class to find details that 

matched or looked similar to the novel and did an analysis and comparison between them. I found that 

a lot of details in how the different factions are described and represented can be compared with 

classism due to significant similarities, such as social behavior and prioritization among different 

groups.  

Keywords; Veronica Roth, Divergent, dystopia, Marxism, class, classism 

Sammanfattning 
 

Bakgrunden till denna uppsats är att jag ville analysera falangerna i Veronica Roths bok Divergent samt 

klass från ett marxistiskt perspektiv. Jag använde ett marxistiskt perspektiv på social klass för att finna 

detaljer som matchade eller liknade novellen och gjorde en analys och jämförelse mellan dem. Jag fann 

att en hel del detaljer gällande hur de olika falangerna är beskrivna och representerade kan jämföras 

med klassism tack vare signifikanta liknelser, såsom socialt beteende och prioriteringar inom olika 

grupper.  

Nyckelord; Veronica Roth, Divergent, dystopi, Marxism, klass, klassism   



 

2 
 

Over the last century, dystopian literature has become a more and more popular genre in post-

apocalyptic fiction, most of it with a story that takes place in a dystopian society of some sort. In the 

21st century, many modern dystopias have been published, for example the Hunger Games series, and 

the highly popular Divergent (2011) by Veronica Roth, the later which will be the focus in this essay. 

The definition of the word “dystopia” varies a little in details, but the common feature is “an imagined 

society or state of affairs in which conditions are extremely bad, especially in which these conditions 

result from the continuation of some current trend to an extreme” (Prucher, 39). In other words, the 

characters are facing a reality that is not like the one the reader is facing in real life, but, in some way, 

the reader can relate to it as an extrapolation of a contemporaneous society. For example, many 

dystopias take place in cities that have experienced dramatic negative changes, for example a war or 

big government shift, which is also the case in Divergent. Social structure, inequality, and power 

imbalance are also dystopian features that can be seen throughout the novel, which makes it a 

combination between classical and young adult dystopia (Hahn). In Divergent, we can also find not only 

a lot of information telling us it is a dystopia, but also a lot of similarities to classism. In Divergent, the 

people are divided into five different groups – called factions – marked by defined personality types. 

Each faction has different types of duties to make the whole society work; from growing food, repairing 

roads and buildings, to protecting the city or acting as law enforcement. We can find similarities to 

classism both when it comes to how the society’s population is divided into groups (factions), how the 

factions are kept separated, and when it comes to how the people of the society have different main 

tasks and are treated differently depending on which faction they belong to.  

          This essay will analyze how the dystopian society in Divergent connects with their faction system 

and compare their faction system with classism, by using sources and theory about class inspired by 

Marxist thinking. From the choice of faction that they make after an aptitude test (that is supposed to 

tell them what faction they belong to) and the initiation process they must go through in order to be 

accepted into their new faction, to how they live and are treated as members of that faction. I will 
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focus a little extra on the ones called divergents (people who fit into more than one faction). Especially 

Tris, the main character who is divergent and decides to transfer from her original faction to a new 

one. A divergent possesses more qualities than someone who is not divergent and therefore a 

divergent is stronger as an individual compared to the rest of the population. But in the novel, 

divergents are seen as a threat to the society, and the name “divergent” has a negative meaning since 

it is something that deviates from the norm. Because of these qualities, they are unpredictable in how 

they think, act and react, since they belong to more than one faction and therefore cannot be 

categorized.  

       First, I will describe the dystopian society in which Divergent takes place, by giving examples of 

environments described in the novel. Based on this, I will analyze possible ways that the dystopian 

environment influenced the faction system. I will then move on to analyzing and discussing the faction 

system with its various factions, with the understanding that it can be compared to classism, followed 

by a deeper analysis of divergents. In Divergent, parallels can be drawn between the factions and its 

way of dividing the people, classism due to the rules the people live by as well as how they treat each 

other based the faction they chose to live in.  

      To better understand this essay, I will briefly mention who the rulers of the system in Divergent are. 

However, Divergent is the first part of a trilogy, and this essay will only be an analysis of this first novel. 

In the third and last novel it will be revealed that the city is actually a social experiment, led by the 

Bureau of Genetic Welfare, with the goal of finding and correcting genetic damage. This genetic 

damage appears to be what the ones in charge of the experiment describe as unwanted 

characteristics, such as violence; traits that the factions are supposed to prevent. Therefore, the rulers 

are not a faction or a group of people in the city, but the bureau. Or more precisely, David, the head of 

the bureau. The main goal of the experiment is to create and find divergent individuals; the ones with a 

hundred percent match- people like Tris. However, somewhere along the line, the experiment 
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changed; “eventually the behavior modification became less an act of nurture within the factions and 

more of a way to define the factions´ inherent, and enacted, differences” (Wilson, 50). The population 

however believe that the rulers of their community are selected representatives from the faction 

Abnegation.  

        In Divergent, the citizens live in a dystopian and post-apocalyptic version of Chicago; the reason we 

know that it takes place in Chicago is because the novel mentions a building “that was once called the 

Sears Tower,” being in the center of the city (Roth, 4). As previously mentioned, a dystopia does often 

take place in a future version of a real place, which connects the work with the real world as well as its 

problems. This makes it easier for the reader to relate, since the reader knows about the place from his 

or her own time and perspective. The genre (dystopia) typically involves “a non- existent society 

described in considerable detail and normally located in time and space that the author intends a 

contemporaneous reader to view as considerable worse than the society in which that reader lived” 

(Sargent, 9). This does indeed describe the society of Divergent, since we know that the Sears Tower is 

a real building, because it was there when the novel was published in 2011. However, the surroundings 

are completely different from how it looks now and have ever looked like. Therefore, it must be a non- 

existent society and, since it is not a good society, a dystopia. There are two typical and important 

features that describe a dystopia: the surroundings and the government.  

       In dystopian fiction, the surroundings can often be described as the result of a horrible event. In 

Divergent, that event is some kind of devastating war. The novel often mentions what the surroundings 

look like, which gives the reader a lot of information about the different areas of the city. Early in the 

novel we understand that the story takes place in the aftermath of a big war with devastating result. 

This can be understood from the details mentioned throughout the novel: a big fence surrounds the 

city, and the buildings and living areas inside of it are more or less destroyed. The following examples 

from the novel (focalized through the protagonist, Tris) highlight this: “Just past the Abnegation section 
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of the city is the stretch of building skeletons and broken sidewalks that I now walk through. There are 

places where the road has completely collapsed, revealing sewer systems and empty subways that I 

have to be careful to avoid [...]” (Roth, 24-25). “In front of us is a sea of crumbling concrete and broken 

glass. The silence of this part of the city is eerie; it feels like a nightmare” (Roth, 137). However, this is 

not what the entire city looks like. Even if most of the city looks bad, we are informed that restoration 

of the city is ongoing: “Renovation moves slowly through the city, which is a patchwork of new, clean 

buildings and old, crumbling ones. Most of the new buildings are next to the marsh, which used to be a 

lake a long time ago” (Roth, 24). 

       It is fairly easy to see a connection between the physical dystopian environment (the effects of the 

war) and the actions of the society. It is clear that the devastating downfall of the city is the aftermath 

of human action; a conscious move with the intention of total destruction. So, the population took 

action against this behavior to make sure that it would not happen again. A radical decision was made: 

to create the faction system that would place the population into categories to be able to control 

them. 

        The faction system in Divergent is based on five different factions: Abnegation, Candor, Dauntless, 

Erudite and Amity. All the different factions value different things: Candor values honesty, Abnegation 

values selflessness, Dauntless values bravery, Erudite values knowledge, and Amity values peacefulness 

and kindness. After an aptitude test that is supposed to give an answer to what faction they belong to, 

and a choosing ceremony in which they have to choose which faction they want to be part of, the 

people of the city will belong to one of these factions for the rest of their life. If they do not fit into any 

of the factions, or if they fail the initiation process, they become factionless.  

      No matter what faction they choose, they will treat others differently, be treated differently and 

prioritized differently, depending on their chosen faction. This is due to the fact that, depending on 

their faction, they have directives of how to think, behave and act. Each faction has different character 
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traits that its members must adapt to and live by. The “government authorities have initiated strict 

policies to manage personalities, choices and appearances, ostensibly eliminating the discord said to 

threaten communal well being” (Basu et al., 3-4). Tris, the main character, who were born into the 

selfless faction Abnegation, questions the fact that the traits each faction require from its members 

must show at all time and in all you do: “Faction customs dictate even idle behavior and supersede 

individual preference. I doubt that all the Erudite want to study all the time, or that every Candor 

enjoys a lively debate, but they can’t defy the norms of their factions any more than I can” (Roth, 9). 

Depending on your faction, you are expected to behave in an almost pre-determined way and to 

suppress and forget any personal conflicting feelings you might have. The faction’s way is the correct 

way no matter what. For example, people from Amity are supposed to (according to the mindset of 

Candor, who dislike Amity since they tend to keep quiet rather than tell the truth to avoid a conflict) 

always “deceive to keep the water calm” (Roth, 81). As a result, a person from Amity might not speak 

their mind in, for example, an argument, simply because it is not how a person from that faction is 

supposed to behave. Thus, they are not free to complain if they dislike something, for example, but 

expected to accept their lot, since the decision to join that faction was their own. However, their 

decision might be affected by traditions and norms and a fear of losing the family they were born into. 

Since someone that transfers to another faction is seen as a traitor by their old faction, one might stay 

in the faction they are born into due to fear, even though they might fit better into another faction due 

to personal traits and preferences.  

        Some of the duties that a faction must fulfill, and the way its members must behave, might be 

prohibitive. Different ideologies can act differently depending on how they are accepted among 

people. For example: 

[if] people find themselves oppressed, and forced to behave in ways they don´t like […] 

these oppressing “necessities” […] can, through honesty, reasonableness, and 
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cooperation, be transformed into freedoms […] and groups of people can choose to make 

their communal life as rewarding as possible (Bonniecastle, 197).  

Therefore, if an ideology is introduced and presented in a way that makes it seem and feel normal and 

natural, one might not see it as an ideology, but as a natural and accepted way of living:  

However, although almost any experience or field of study we can think of has an 

ideological component, not all ideologies are equally productive or desirable. Undesirable 

ideologies promote repressive political agendas and, in order to ensure their acceptance 

among the citizenry, pass themselves off as natural ways of seeing the world instead of 

acknowledging themselves as ideologies. (Tyson, 56). 

Arguments of Marxist critics are that ideological manipulation of people and their minds are 

determined by “the needs of the economic and political systems in which they live” (Booker, 82-83). 

The similarity between this and the factions is that the people believe that the faction system is a 

normal thing, and that living in a faction and behaving as expected in one’s chosen faction is the right 

way to live. Thus, one can view each faction as their own ideology: to justify their way of living, acting 

and thinking as the natural way when being part of that faction. This way, the people do not question 

how people behave, think and value things in a specific faction, but simply see it as qualities that define 

that faction’s members. In Marxist terms, this can also be described as false consciousness, since the 

people are not aware or conscious about the fact that they are, in a way, in fact being controlled. Since 

“class consciousness can only come ´from outside´” (Harris et al., 90), it is almost impossible for the 

population to be conscious about their situation.  And since “class consciousness consists in fact of the 

appropriate and rational reactions `imputed´ to a particular position” (Harris et al, 90), they do not 

change their situation.  

        Each of these factions, including the group of factionless people, can be read in terms of classism. 

Both the faction system and the process of dividing the population into factions function in the same 



 

8 
 

way as class society does. The factions are very different from each other, since they have different 

directives regarding how to live and act, which I will return to below. In the novel, one of the leaders 

holds a speech in the choosing ceremony:  

Decades ago our ancestors realized that it is not political ideology, religious belief, race, 

or nationalism that is to blame for a warring world. Rather, they determined that it was 

the fault of human personality – of humankind’s inclination toward evil, in whatever form 

that is. (Roth, 42) 

According to Marxist theory, socioeconomic class is the primary categorization of the population: 

“From a Marxist perspective, differences in socioeconomic class divide people in way that are much 

more significant than differences in religion, race, ethnicity, or gender” (Tyson, 54). In Maxist terms, 

the ones in possession of capital (assets) are capitalists, and the proletariats the ones doing the labor 

(Harris et al., 68-70). This can be applied to the faction system in Divergent. What the faction system 

mentions as "humankind’s inclination toward evil, in whatever form that is” can be compared to the 

Marxist version of the capitalists and the proletariats in the terms of the “haves” and “have-not”. By 

dividing people into “us” and “them”, distinct classes are created: the privileged, who are seen as 

better, and the less privileged, who are seen as not as good. In a way, the faction system divides the 

people twice: faction versus factionless, and then faction versus faction. 

        First, the people are divided between the factionless “have-nots”, who are seen as bad and 

alienated into the category of “them”, and the factioned “haves”, who are seen as good and accepted 

as a part of “us”. The factionless are seen as worthless people with no belongings, which can categorize 

them as the “have-nots”. When Marcus, one of the members of the council, gives his speech during the 

Choosing Ceremony, he talks about the factions, and says that in the factions “we find meaning, we 

find purpose, we find life.” (Roth, 43). We understand from Tris´s reaction that the people’s fear of 
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becoming factionless is “greater even than the fear of death” (Roth, 43-44). In other words, having a 

faction is everything and without it, you are nothing.  

        Secondly, the different factions are divided within the faction system; some of the factions being 

the “haves” and the others being the “have-nots”. People within the factions also talk about their 

faction members as “us” and about people of other factions as “them”. A non- Marxist definition of the 

proletariat, that describes some of the factions and its members, is “the majority of the […] population 

who live in substandard conditions and who have always performed the manual labor—the mining, the 

factory work, the ditch digging, the railroad building—that fills the coffers of the rich” (Tyson, 54). This 

can describe two of the factions; Abnegation (who help others, for example the factionless, and 

perform restoration work in the city), and Amity (who grow the food to feed the population), but also 

the factionless to some extent, even if there is a huge difference to why the factions versus the 

factionless perform these kinds of tasks. The factions do these tasks because it is what is expected from 

them, being part of that faction, whilst the factionless simply have to do it to survive since they get 

paid in food and clothing if they do. However, one might argue that Abnegation and Amity are not 

“have-nots”, since the people that choose Abnegation or Amity have in a way abstained from a life of 

money and possessions, and due to the fact that Abnegation are in a position of power. The arguments 

for them being “have-nots” are that they are still less privileged than the rest of the factions and 

cannot change that. They are expected to embrace a lower standard of living, no matter what they 

might think or want later. When it comes to their position of power, it is nothing they take pride in or 

have chosen. They have the position due to the fact that it was decided a long time ago that the faction 

would have a leading position because they are reliable, and that it is safe: “Because our faction is 

regarded as incorruptible, due to our commitment to selflessness […] It has been this way since the 

beginning of the great peace, when the factions were formed. I think the system persists because 

we´re afraid of what might happen if it didn´t: war.” (Roth, 33).   
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       By making each faction available for all to choose, the class system does not become a big thing or 

issue when it comes to belongings and standards of living, but the classification and division that comes 

with the class system does exist. There is no class consciousness in the sense that the population will 

complain or compare themselves to each other when it comes to these factors, but there are a lot of 

differences between the various factions. For example, Erudite have a higher standard of living when it 

comes to clothing, housing and transportation in comparison to Abnegation, who dress in gray clothes, 

have a plain hairstyle and whose houses are of “grey cement, with few windows, in economical, no-

nonsense rectangles” (Roth, 27) and who barely have functioning roads.    

        The faction system, and the way it is designed and believed in, is an ideology. The population 

believes that it is the way to live, and they do not question it. From a Marxist perspective, an ideology 

can be successful in a society:  

Marxism works to make us constantly aware of all the ways in which we are products of 

material/historical circumstances and of the repressive ideologies that serve to blind us to 

this fact in order to keep us subservient to the ruling power system. Although Marxist 

theorists differ in their estimation of the degree to which we are “programmed” by 

ideology, all agree that the most successful ideologies are not recognized as ideologies 

but are thought to be natural ways of seeing the world by the people who subscribe to 

them (Tyson, 57).  

That is, the way that an ideology is presented and used in real life (or in this case, the faction system 

and its rules on how to live) means that the people do not understand or even consider it to be an 

ideology, but simply believe it is the natural way to live. However, an ideology like this “diminishes an 

individual´s freedom, because […] it blocks a person from even having certain thoughts” (Bonnycasle, 

201). Later in the trilogy we are given a more detailed explanation as to why the faction system is 

designed the way it is (that it is in fact an experiment) but for now, in this first novel, all that the 
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citizens know is that the faction system exists because of the war, and that it was created to keep them 

safe and at peace. Therefore, the people believe they are aware of the underlying reasons for the 

creation of the system (that the population was at war) and therefore do not have anything against it, 

since they are at peace thanks to it. Also, no matter what faction a citizen is born into, and no matter 

what faction that the system directs them to choose after the aptitude test, they are free to choose 

any faction they want. This gives the population a feeling of being free in their decision; that no one 

controls them. However, their decision is in fact controlled and manipulated (by the test and/or the 

people around them), and their lives will be controlled and constrained by rules on how to behave, 

think and act. In a way, the “characters find a place for their diverse abilities within an oppressive 

regime, suggesting an alternate model for how to grow up amidst constrain choices” (Basu et al., 10). 

        When it comes to a person´s individual choice, from a Marxist perspective, it can feel like and be 

compared to freedom: 

In most social and economic situations the majority of people find themselves oppressed, 

and forced in ways they don´t like. […] Some of these oppressing “necessities” […] can, 

through honesty, reasonableness and cooperation, be transformed into freedoms […] and 

groups of people can choose to make their communal life as rewarding and productive as 

possible. (Bonnycastle, 197) 

The similarity with the faction system here is the fact that by letting the people choose their faction 

(whether it is the one they are born into, or a new one) the obligatory chores, values and way of living 

that come with a faction are at least something people choose themselves. Therefore, it is less likely 

for someone to dislike or question the system or the reason behind it; instead, they will see their 

choice as an act of freedom.  

      However, the test is supposed to tell them what faction to choose, based on different 

predetermined criteria, and therefore it does influence their decision. In other words, the system (that 
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we later understand is an experiment) is controlling their decision and by it, the rulers of the system 

(the founders of the experiment) control them. The people also know that they have to choose a 

faction, because if they do not, they would be factionless. The factionless can be compared with a 

definition of the homeless, that is “those who have few, if any, material possessions and little hope of 

improvement” (Tyson, 55). According to descriptions in the novel, the factionless live in “places that 

stink so powerful of sewage and trash that I have to plug my nose” (Roth, 25) and, as the character Tris 

describes them, “because they failed to complete initiation into whatever faction they chose, they 

have to live in poverty, doing the work no one else wants to do […]. In return for their work, they get 

food and clothing, but, as my mother say, not enough of either” (Roth, 25). In Marxist thought, this 

corresponds with the term lumpenproletariat, which can be described as “the refuse of all classes” and 

people that has been “separated from their class and come to form a `free floating´ mass which is 

particularly vulnerable to reactionary ideologies” (Harris et al., 327). When the Dauntless jump off the 

moving train during the initiation, a boy from Amity refuses to jump, since he does not want to risk 

falling to his death. Even though he knows that it is a test he has to pass to be accepted into the 

faction, and that he will become factionless if he stays on the train, he stays on the train and therefore 

becomes factionless, arguing that he would “rather be factionless than dead”. Tris, however, does not 

agree with him. She “would rather be dead than empty, like the factionless” (Roth, 54). She, who has 

seen the factionless (the homeless) up close while being in Abnegation and helping the factionless, 

knows how bad it is and she thinks that it is a fate worse than death. Knowing that, she does whatever 

it takes to be part of her new chosen faction and to fit in.  

        If you someone decides to transfer, it is not without resistance. During the Choosing ceremony, a 

boy from Dauntless decides to transfer to Candor. We get a very clear picture of how the population of 

a faction looks upon a person who transfers to another faction – as a traitor. When the boy chooses to 

let his blood drop into the bowl representing Candor (that is how they permanently decide on a 

faction; by cutting themselves on the palm with a knife and letting a drop of blood fall into a bowl of 
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their choice), his previous faction reacts very negatively. The following quotation describes the event 

from Tris’s perspective: “A mutter rises from the Dauntless section, and I stare at the floor. They will 

see him as a traitor from now on. His Dauntless family will have the option of visiting him in his new 

faction, a week and a half from now on Visiting Day, but they won’t, because he left them” (Roth 45.) 

This is an example of how the system is trying to keep the population under control, because when 

they have chosen to become members of a faction, they are obligated to act accordingly. Thus, they 

will only follow the guidelines of their faction, and since each faction has a specific purpose, they will 

all contribute to the society. However, even if the choice of faction is supposed to be up to the 

individual, many people may be too afraid to leave their original faction due to the risk of being marked 

as a traitor, or the fact that they risk becoming factionless if they fail the initiation.  

       Socioeconomic culture, however, affects us more than personal influence:  

For Marxism, the family is not the source of the individual’s psychological identity, for 

both the individual and the family are products of material/historical circumstances. The 

family unconsciously carries out the cultural “program” in raising its children, but that 

program is produced by the socioeconomic culture within which the family operates. 

While it is our parents who read us bedtime stories […] and [in] other ways, form our 

morals, it is our social system that provides the stories […] and morals, all of which 

ultimately serve the economic interests of those in control of that social system. (Tyson 

64) 

By applying this to the faction system, we find that it also fits into a Marxist description of socialization. 

The system is designed to influence how one decides on a faction, by “transferring a specific culture to 

an individual, the community […] imposes certain traditional ideas and norms” and the person “ends 

up lending full support to authoritarian leaders and movements” (Harris et al., 503). We can see that 

the system does influence people’s decision more than their parents and families. One example is the 
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aptitude test, since the test is supposed to tell you what faction you are most suited to be in. You are 

expected to choose the faction, or one of the factions, that you are most suited for. If they choose the 

faction they are placed into by their test result, they will have the best chance to succeed and complete 

initiation and become members of that faction, since they will be tested in abilities and skills related to 

that faction. Hence, their best option is to follow recommendation and not their own mind or feelings, 

even if they have that option.  

       An example of this is Caleb, the brother of main character Tris and therefore also born in 

Abnegation, who seems to be a perfect representation of his faction. He helps others, gives away his 

seat on the bus and acts the way he is expected to around his parents. However, when he sits down 

again after his aptitude test, it is clear that something happened during his test that was unexpected: 

“He is plaster- pale. He pushes his palms along his legs like I do when I wipe of sweat, and when he 

brings them back, his fingers shake” (Roth, 10). And later, in the choosing ceremony, he transfers to 

Erudite. He is a perfect example of someone fitting in well into his original faction, but follows his test 

result so precisely that he transfers due to it. Thus, an example of how the system (the test and its 

result) does influence their choice and therefore controls the individuals.  

        Another significant detail that supports this is the fact that the people of the city have a motto: 

faction before blood. That means that once you are part of a faction, that faction is your family. It does 

not matter if your mother, father or siblings are in another one; they will not be as important as the 

people in your faction. In the novel, in the introductory part of the Choosing ceremony, Marcus talks 

about the factions, and he says, “We give one another far more than can be adequately summarized. In 

our factions, we find meaning, we find purpose, we find life” (Roth, 43). When someone transfers to 

another faction, they are not supposed to talk about their old faction or the people connected to it, 

which is mentioned when Tris meets her mother after leaving Abnegation: “Faction transfers are not 

really supposed to discuss their old factions once they become members. It’s supposed to make it 
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easier for them to change their allegiance from family to faction- to embrace the principle ‘faction 

before blood’” (Roth, 201). I believe this is a way to keep the population from longing for what they do 

not have, envying others or, worst of all, regretting their choice of faction. If no one talks about what 

was, what they had or what they could have had, the people will follow the rules and live by the 

system. And if the people are not allowed to speak about or show any longing for their old faction or 

another faction, these feelings or thoughts will, hopefully, be suppressed and eventually disappear. 

Therefore, they will keep the peace since everyone will accept their lives and what comes with their 

choice of faction.  

       When it comes to the ones who are divergent, like Tris for example, they are in some way a 

combination of more than one faction. This makes it impossible for the system to control these 

individuals, since they will not act and think as those who only belong to one single faction. For 

example, Trist, according to her test results, is a combination of three of the five factions, making her 

impossible to put in one specific category based on personality traits. A very good and clear example of 

this is found in the beginning of the novel, when Tris does her aptitude test. When she first walks into 

the room and sees Tori, the woman who is monitoring her test, she asks her about her tattoo. Tori 

reacts on her behavior since it does not match up with how she is supposed to behave as a person 

from Abnegation:  

“Why the hawk?” I blurt out as she attaches an electrode to my forehead. 

 “Never met a curious Abnegation before,” she says, raising her eyebrows at me.  

I shiver, and goosebumps appear on my arms. My curiosity is a mistake, a betrayal of 

Abnegation values” (Roth, 13).  

As mentioned here, Tris is aware that what she does is wrong, at least according to her expected 

faction traits. Even if she is raised by her Abnegation parents and community to think and act in a 
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specific way, she does not share the same values and priorities they are supposed to. She is aware of 

the fact that she is struggling with her faction´s basic values, and of the differences between her and 

her brother Caleb when it comes to acting according to Abnegation standards, since he seems to be a 

perfect example of an Abnegation: “I have tried to explain to him that my instincts are not the same as 

his- it didn’t even enter my mind to give my seat to the Candor man on the bus- but he doesn’t 

understand. “Just do what you’re supposed to,” he always says. It is that easy for him. It should be that 

easy for me.” (Roth, 10). Due to the fact that she is aware of her atypical behavior, she feels like a 

failure and misplaced. She is aware that she is not like the others in her faction, and that it might place 

her in another faction: “[…] I’ve been worried for weeks about what the aptitude test will tell me- 

Abnegation, Candor, Erudite, Amity, or Dauntless?” (Roth, 5).  

       Since a divergent is a combination of factions, I think that a divergent person will either feel a sense 

of belonging to more than one faction, or simply feel as if they belong to none of them. This is likely 

because they know that they are simply not like the people of a specific faction; they are different, but 

they do not really know how or why. For example, Tris would not allow for what someone might 

“identify as her responsibility to her faction influence her” (Green-Barteet, 47). As a result, they (the 

divergent) will act in a way that is in not predictable, at least not according to the faction they live in. 

Tris does not only prioritize others (as you are expected to in that faction); for example, she does not 

offer a man from the faction named Candor her seat on the bus, so she acts in a way that is not 

according to her faction and therefore deviates from the norm.  

       One example of how a divergent stands out is the fact that they challenge and question the 

predetermined ways of living that the system has created. The reason a “normal” person within a 

faction (someone who is not divergent) does not do this is because they fit into a category. A divergent 

does not. If you fit in, and live well, you have no reason to question anything. When they cannot trust 

the test to tell them what faction to choose, they risk choosing a faction whose initiation process they 
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are not fit for, since it is designed based on necessary personality traits and skills connected to that 

faction. I believe that is the reason that it is more likely for a divergent to fail initiation than someone 

who is not. And since you are not allowed to transfer a second time, for example to go back to the 

faction you were born into if you fail initiation or feel as if you do not fit in, you will be factionless.  

       The factionless are described as people with no real identity, home or income. In comparison, as I 

wrote earlier, one description of homeless people is people “who have few, if any, material 

possessions and little hope of improvement” (Tyson, 55). That means that being factionless is the 

lowest rank in the society. The main character Tris describes them as “empty” (Roth, 54). I think that 

the reason she believes it is better to be dead than factionless (Roth, 54) is because being factionless is 

comparable to being worth nothing. With no identity, no name, and no faction or family, you are 

basically nothing and might as well be dead.  

 

In conclusion, it is clear that the population in Divergent are divided, and that there is a big difference 

in socioeconomic class – classism. Depending on what faction they end up in, they will have widely 

different types of tasks and obligations necessary for the community to function. However, they will be 

treated differently depending on their faction since they, with their choice of faction, claim to stand for 

different specific values. The way each faction is shaped by ideology, the community somehow works 

in a peaceful way, even though their citizens are not living as truly free individuals but controlled by the 

government. When it comes to the various living standards and materialistic values, and the conflicts 

between the factions and their different prioritizations, we see clear connections with Marxism and 

class, as well as classism. For example, we see it when it comes to the dividing of the producers of 

products (for example Amity who farm the land) and the receivers (the rest of the factions who 

receives food unconditionally). What Divergent presents not only in this first part, but in all parts of the 

trilogy, are different ways do compare socioeconomic class, how our choice of life may be affected by 
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socialization or other social factors, as well as how we treat one another depending on how we are 

brought up and where we are from.   

 

  

 

  



 

19 
 

 

Works Cited 
 

Basu Balaka, et al. “Introduction”. Contemporary Dystopian Fiction for Young Adults: Brave New 

Teenagers, E-Book, edited by Carrie Hintz, Routledge, 2013, pp. 1-10. 

Bonnycastle, Stephen. In Search of Authority: An Introductory Guide to Literary Theory. 2nd ed., 

Broadview Press, 1996. 

Booker, M. Keith. A Practical Introduction to Literary Theory and Criticism, Longman Publishers USA, 

1996. 

Green-Barteet, Miranda A. “‘I’m Beginning to Know Who I am’: The Rebellious Subjectivities of Katniss 

Everdeen and Tris Prior.” Female Rebellion in Young Adult Dystopian Fiction, E Book, edited 

by Sarah K. Day, Miranda A. Green-Barteet, and Amy L. Montz, Routledge, 2014. 

Hahn, John. J, et al. “Introduction”. Worlds Gone Awry: Essays on Dystopian Fiction. E-Book. 

MacFarland & Company, Incorporated Publishers, 2018, pp. 10-20.  

Harris, Laurence, et al. A Dictionary of Marxist thought, edited by Tom Bottomore, 2nd ed., Blackwell 

Publishers, 1991.  

Prucher, Jeff. Brave New Words: The Oxford Dictionary of Science Fiction, Oxford University Press, 

2009. 

Roth, Veronica. Divergent, HarperCollins Publishers Inc, 2011. 

Sargent, Lyman Tower. “The Three Faces of Utopianism Revisited”, Utopian Studies, vol. 5, no. 1, 1994, 

pp. 1-37. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/20719246. Accessed 2 Jan. 2021. 

Tyson, Lois. Critical Theory Today; A User-Friendly Guide, Taylor & Francis, 2006.  



 

20 
 

Wilson, Leah. Divergent Thinking: YA Authors on Veronica Roth's Divergent Trilogy, BenBella Books, 

2014. 

 


