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Abstract 

This thesis shows the build-up of a society in the golden days of the welfare state of Sweden. 
Stråssa, a small society built up around one big employer – the mine, owned by the 
Grängesbergsbolaget – is used as a case-study, put in the larger perspective of the welfare state and 
its values. The mine was re-opened in 1959 and the research period is 1949-1965. This research 
has three layers, (1) the welfare state (2) the municipality and the company and (3) the citizens.  

The research shows how the foundry spirit lives longer than expected in the welfare state during 
a period when the municipality has gotten great responsibilities by the state. Here the municipality 
and the citizens still have expectations on the big employer of the area to finance the build-up, 
both regarding the housing- and the leisure time-questions, responsibilities that were put on the 
municipalities under this era. 
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Chapter 1 – A forgotten society in the welfare state of Sweden 

In the northern parts of the municipality of Lindesberg, in the forests of Bergslagen, you will find 
a slumbering village called Stråssa. A society built, as in many cases in Bergslagen, around the mine. 
Today houses in this area are abandoned and old stores are empty, this is a place which people 
move from. But if you look closer to it, you can see some glimpse of its golden days, the days when 
the mine was open, workers came and went, when children played in the blooming gardens around 
apple trees and lilac-bushes. A time when the stores where open and the village people were 
prosperous about the future. The mine was the big employer and people wished to move here to 
get a job.  

Stråssa, like many villages around the area of Bergslagen, is built around a mine and has been 
put to slumber as the mine closed down. Therefore, Stråssa will provide as an example of many 
similar societies in Bergslagen for this thesis. In this case, Stråssa will serve as a case-study to see 
the build-up of a society during the golden days of the welfare state in Sweden.  

In one perspective Stråssa is quite unique, it has had a couple of slumbers during the years when 
the mine has served as the biggest employer for the area. This is also why it gives me an opportunity 
to look at a building-up of a society in the modern time. The period that will come into focus in 
this thesis is the end of the 1950´s, when Stråssa and its mine was rising up from its recent slumber. 
The mine had been closed down in 1923 and was re-opened in 1959.1 Because of this, the village 
will provide the opportunity to look at the building-up in the 1950´s. 

Stråssa gives us an opportunity to see the build-up of a society in the welfare state of Sweden, a 
society built around one of the biggest contributors to the development of the welfare state, the 
Grängesbergsbolaget. It was on the industries the welfare state was built up. Another big actor in 
the welfare state were the municipalities, which were given great responsibilities and dependence 
by the state during this period. The third actor in a society is the citizens themselves, hence the 
thesis will have a three-layered research when using Stråssa as a case-study, put in the wider 
perspective of the welfare state.2 

The research period in this thesis is 1949 to 1965, this should provide an opportunity to see a 
society´s build-up from the first discussions till its mostly finished.  The thesis wishes to see the 
roles of the municipality and the big employer of the society in the build-up and whether the welfare 
state and its values can be detected, as there is a chance to build a society around the values of the 
present time in the welfare state of Sweden. What can be distinguished, and can we see a 
cooperation between the municipality and the company?  

 

                                                
1 Björkstedt 1974, pp. 4–6. 
2 Bergström & Petersson 2006, pp. 6–7; Hjelmqvist 1994, pp. 8, 13, 24, 264; Vikström 1998, pp. 7, 13–14. 
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Stråssa – a background 

The society of Stråssa is, like many villages around the area of Bergslagen ,built around a mine. The 
mine in Stråssa can be dated back to the 16th century but are probably older than that, during the 
17th century it was one of the most important mines in Sweden. During the years it has had several 
different owners, both local and international, and in 1917 it was Grängesbergsbolaget who bought 
the mine. Already in 1923, the Grängesbergsbolaget had to shut down the production in Stråssa 
because of the failing market, after this there were about 25 employees that the company held on 
to, to take care of the mine and the facilities around it.3 

Because of several reasons the company decided to re-open the Stråssa mine yet again, the 
decision was done in 1955. During this period the Grängesbergsbolaget had sold its shares in the 
mines in Lappland, which the company had a big part of shares in. Now, the state of Sweden had 
bought out the Grängesbergsbolaget to become the only owner of the Lappland mines. This meant 
that the Grängesbergsbolaget, after the sell out on 900 milllions SEK to the state, had money they 
needed to re-invest. The time was right to invest into the Stråssa mine, and one of the biggest 
investment-project in the Swedish history started.4 

Not only did Stråssa become one of the biggest investments, it also became one of the most 
modern mines in Sweden. It was, as Petter Eklund puts it, in his På spaning efter gruvlavar. Guide till 
det K-märkta Sverige: “In retrospect, the birth of the society of Stråssa seems as a people’s home-
utopia where desirable raw material was hoist from the deep of the mine and the people around it 
was enjoying the harvest of the progress.”5 One of the reasons that it was the most modern mines 
was because of the modern technique to extract the ore. In Stråssa the ore was quite iron-deficient 
but with these new modern possibilities, the Grängesbergsbolaget was able to use the ore to the 
industry.6 

The big investments in the most modern mine in Sweden, and the ranking of second biggest 
mine in Central Sweden was however not enough, only 22 years later, in 1981, the decision to close 
the mine down again was made. It is said that Grängesbergsbolaget never made any profit on the 
Stråssa mine if we were to look at all the 22 years together. After the closing down of the mine it 
had a purpose of a tourist-attraction, the mine was open to guided tours until the beginning of the 
1990´s. Today the mine is yet again filled with water, but the mining area is still in use by an event-
company called Batalj. They use the area for so called zombie escapes and other similar events.7  

                                                
3  Björkstedt 1974, pp. 3–4; Meinander 1968, p. 307; Serning, Björkstedt, Westlund, & 
Ingenjörsvetenskapsakademien (Sweden) 1987, p. 119; Thörne 2008, pp. 6–7. 
4 Björkstedt 1974, p. 6; Eklund 1995, p. 21; Serning et al. 1987, p. 119; Thörne 2008, p. 7. 
5 Eklund 1995, p. 21. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”Sett i backspegeln flimrar Stråssas födelse som 
en betongvit hägring, ett folkhemsutopia där begärlig råvara hissades ur djupen och människorna njöt framstegens 
frukter.”  
6 Eklund 1995, p. 21; Serning et al. 1987, p. 119; Thörne 2008, p. 7. 
7 Eklund 1995, p. 23; Serning et al. 1987, pp. 124, 126; Thörne 2008, p. 7;  (n.d.), p. 
https://www.bataljevent.se/scenarioanlaggning/strassa-gruva/. 
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Let us also look closer into the village of Stråssa before we move on in this thesis. Stråssa 
belongs to the municipality of Lindesberg since 1971, but during the years of this research-period 
it was part of the municipality of Ramsberg. In this small village there are today living about 290 
people, in 1950 there were 325 people, during the opening of the mine in 1959, the mine itself had 
356 employees, and in 1965 the society had 692 citizens.8 

It is the long period between 1923 and 1959 of no production in the mine in Stråssa that gives 
this thesis its possibilities to look at a build-up of a society in the welfare state of Sweden. In 1959 
when the mine was to re-open a new society needed to be formed in order to attract employees to 
Stråssa. This gives an opportunity to look at the different actors and their cooperation when 
building a society.    

A short introduction to the Grängesbergsbolaget 

Grängesbergsbolaget (The Grängesberg company) was once one of the biggest and most 
significant companies in Sweden, they made a big impact in the industry of both mining and steel. 
The company had many branches inside the name, it was iron, ore, railroad and shipping 
businesses. It also had many names to respond to, names that will appear in this thesis as well, so 
let us know these. The parent company is named TGO, which is short for Trafikaktiebolaget 
Grängesberg-Oxelösund (traffic joint-stock company Grängesberg-Oxelösund). TGO is also 
mentioned as Gränges or Grängesbergsbolaget, often these names are also used for the whole 
group of companies that are in the company´s name.  All of these names will appear in the source-
material from both the company and the municipality.9 

The Grängesbergsbolaget first saw the day-light in 1896, during this time it was mostly about 
connecting different railroad companies under the founder´s name – Sir Ernest Cassel. Soon the 
company grew and bought a generating station company in 1897, and already in 1882, the idea to 
invest in ore is born. In 1903 the Grängesbergsbolaget becomes the biggest holder of stocks in the 
mines in Gällivare, LKAB. The Grängesbergsbolaget are during this time, one of the biggest- and 
most profitable companies in Sweden, it even has its own index until the 1970´s, it is the dominating 
stock in the Stockholm Stock Exchange. They represent 90 percent of all the ore-export in Sweden, 
in the beginning of the 1900´s.10 

Besides the significance of the mines in Gällivare for the comapny, “[f]ew companies are as 
associated with the industrial history in the region of Bergslagen as the Grängesbergsbolaget.”11 Its 

                                                
8 Bergslagsposten 1971, p. 4; Karl-Axel Björkstedt 1982, p. 13; Eriksson 2009; Nationalencyklopedin, Stråssa 2019; 
Statistiska Centralbyrån 1950b, p. 224. 
9 Bergström & Petersson 2006, pp. 5–7; Meinander 1968, p. 13. 
10 Bergström & Petersson 2006, p. 5; Meinander 1968, pp. 12, 33, 49, 52–53, 65, 141. 
11 Bergström & Petersson 2006, p. 5. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”Få bolag är så intimt förknippade 
med Bergslagsregionens industriella historia som Grängesbergsbolaget.” 
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name Grängesbergsbolaget comes from the village of Grängesberg, a place in the region of 
Bergslagen.  

In 1955 the state of Sweden buys out Grängesbergsbolaget´s stocks in LKAB and the company 
makes a significant profit which it invests in Stråssa among other investments. This is also where 
this thesis takes its beginning in the history of the Grängesbergsbolaget. After the sell out of stocks 
in LKAB, the ore-mining only represents 10 percent of the company, something that once was the 
core of the Grängesbergsbolaget. The company that once made the biggest profits in Sweden now 
starts its way down and out of the business. During this time the company’s biggest profits is made 
in the steel-industry, and during the 1970´s there is a crisis in this industry, a crisis that hits the 
Grängesbergsbolaget hard. “In 1977 the group of companies is hit by the biggest loss a Swedish 
company has ever showed, closer to 800 million Swedish kronor in loss.”12 During the 1980´s the 
last pieces of the company are sold, but the name Gränges lives until the beginning of the 2000´s. 
Even though the company now is gone we can still see parts of it in companies that are highly 
important for the Swedish economy still today, such as LKAB and SSAB.13  

 
  

A case-study 

Today, there are several books written about the build-up of the welfare state in Sweden but not 
as many looking into a village or a society in order to see what actors are behind it. When 
researching about building up the welfare state in societies the focus is often on the architecture, 
this thesis instead wishes to look into the actors and the forces behind the building-up of a society. 
Stråssa provide an opportunity to see what actors are involved when building-up a society in the 
golden days of the welfare state in Sweden, with this, Stråssa will play part of a larger perspective. 
The study will be a micro-study of a village in a macro-perspective of welfare Sweden.  

In order to begin this research, the first task is to see which the possible actors in the society 
can be, how many layers there are to look at. As we can see, the society is built around the re-
opening of the mine and therefore we must take the mining-company into consideration to the 
research. Also, the society in itself must be looked at, with this the municipality will play the part 
and representing the society. But it is not only the bureaucracy that represents the society, it is the 
people living in it as well, I will get back to a discussion about the part of the municipality and the 
citizens when discussing the previous research and literature. Last but not least the welfare state of 

                                                
12 Bergström & Petersson 2006, p. 13. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”1977 gjorde koncernen den 
största förlust ett svenskt företag någonsin hade redovisat, närmare 800 miljoner kronor i förlust.” 
13 Bergström & Petersson 2006, pp. 10–14, 17; Meinander 1968, pp. 295, 306–307. 
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Sweden will also play a part of this research, this will provide the research a wider perspective and 
put Stråssa in its context.  

So, we can now see that there are three layers to this research, layers that will help this research 
begin in a macro-perspective and narrow it down to the micro-perspective. We can peel the layers 
down from (1) the state, to (2) the municipality and the mining-company and down to (3) the 
citizens themselves.  

After finding the layers to the research it is time to pay attention to the research-period, when 
should the period start and end? We know that the mine re-opened in 1959, so in order to see how 
the society are up-built and to see the start of the discussions between the actors we need some 
extra years both before and after this year. The decision to start the mine again came in 195514, 
therefore this should be a god starting year for the research-period. However, soon after looking 
into the source-material from the mining-company I saw that there were discussions and 
investigations around the mine in Stråssa and whether to re-open it several years before the decision 
came in 1955. The year that I could see discussions starting was already in 194915, therefore we 
should also be able to assume that this is the starting point for the different actors to start 
discussions between each other as well. This means that the research-period has to be expanded 
some extra years before the re-opening of the mine and 1949 will be the starting point of the 
research-period.  

In order to see some years after the re-opening and to see how the society starts to take more 
place in the milieu and people are getting settled I will end the research in 1965. In 1965, the 
material shows, most of the society is up-built, and the center building is done and in use with 
stores since 1961.16 Therefore, the research period is set to the years 1949-1965.  

 
 

Interviews, source-material and the archive 

For this thesis the source-material have to be based on all the three layers that are assumed to have 
a role in the build-up of the society in Stråssa. We will start to look at the source-material from the 
municipality of Ramsberg. As stated earlier the municipality of Ramsberg do not longer exist since 
it merged into the municipality of Lindesberg. The documents for the municipality of Ramsberg is 
in the Culture-historical archive (Kulturhistoriska arkivet) in the town of Lindesberg, which is 
placed in the town’s library.  

                                                
14 Björkstedt 1974, p. 6. 
15 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Handlingar ang. planering för återupptagande av 
gruvbrytning och uppbyggande av gruvanläggningar. 1952, 1955., 1955 1952. 
16 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Ramsbergs kommun, Stråssa Centrum, 
Ramsbergs hem, 1957-1969, 1969 1957, p. Årsberättelse för år 1961. 
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To be able to search for discussions and decisions regarding Stråssa and its build-up the 
documents to search for should be regarding different decision-makings and discussions of the 
municipality. These kinds of discussions should be found in the different protocols of the 
municipality, such as the municipal council and municipal board. Also, utilities hosted by the 
municipality are of interest for the thesis, and in this archive, we can find documents regarding 
these utilities, such as school.  

In the documents I should be able to find discussions and decisions from the municipality as 
well as connections to the state. For some decisions the municipalities need to turn to different 
state institutions, hence these documents should also give answers to the thesis´s layer of the state.  

Regarding the mining-company, the Grängesbergsbolaget, the archive is also in the Culture-
historical archive in Lindesberg. They handed over their archive regarding the division of Stråssa 
and its mine to the municipality of Lindesberg when they had to close down the production. Here 
as well, I will search for different documents that can hold information regarding the role that the 
Grängesbergsbolaget might have had in the build-up of Stråssa´s society. The documents that 
should hold this information are different protocols from the mining-company. In the archive we 
can also find magazines from the company and the different divisions in it. Since 
Grängesbergsbolaget had several establishments in Sweden they had a magazine in which they 
could connect the different divisions to each other. In this magazine there were articles with reports 
and information from all the mines and industries. This is also of interest to see if there is something 
about the build-up of the society in Stråssa, how they have reported from it and how they portray 
the company in contrast to the build-up.  

In the documents from both the municipality and the mining-company I will search for the 
third layer, the citizens to see their role. This will regard documents from different organizations, 
such as sport and regarding different utilities such as football field or ice hockey rink. To 
compliment these different protocols from both the municipality and the mining-company I will 
also use interviews from people that were present in the society during this time. These interviews 
will provide a perspective from the citizens themselves. With this I hope to see beyond documents 
and to see what the citizens experienced and what they remember from this period. The interviews 
can also help to see how the citizens experienced the different actors in the build-up and see how 
they saw the cooperation and perhaps which actor that played the biggest role in the eyes of the 
society itself.  

Research questions 

The aim for this thesis is to look at the actors and their role when building up a society in the 
golden days of the welfare state of Sweden. To do this the research questions must look into the 
different layers of the society during its build-up and to the big actors that we already have been 
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touching upon, the municipality and the mining-company in particular. The thesis will also assume 
that there is some kind of cooperation between the different actors in the society and will therefore 
also look for this in the source-material. Since this is the golden age of the welfare state of Sweden 
the thesis will look after different signs whether we can see the values of the welfare state when 
building a society. On to these layers the thesis also will take the citizens into consideration, this 
with the help from interviews on top of the documents in the archive.  

When constructing the questions, the politics of the welfare state and with that, the Social 
democrat’s ideology have to be in mind. During this period there is especially two areas that is 
visible and important in the build-up of the welfare state; the housing policy and the leisure time 
of the citizens. These two political areas of the welfare state will be accounted for and discussed 
under the “previous research” section, in chapter 2.  Since the home, the good home, became a 
great symbol for the Social democrats in the politics of the people´s home, this will be considered 
in the questions. The other area – the leisure time – and the concern for this, and as a tool into 
creating a democratic, strong and healthy people also have to be taken into consideration when 
looking upon the build-up of the society. Besides these two political areas, the introducing 
discussions when deciding to develop the society in Stråssa will be of interest.17  

The thesis´s questions when reading the source material are: 

• What are the starting discussions when deciding to develop Stråssa, how does the 
decisions behind this look?  

• What are the discussions regarding the housing question? Can we see that one actor 
distinguishes in this, or is it a cooperation between the municipality and the 
company? 

• How is the leisure time and facilities around this provided for? What are the roles 
of the mining company and the municipality? 

• In all these three areas, can we see the welfare state and the social democratic 
ideology? 

The four questions will be divided into four chapters, each dealing with one question. The 
coming chapter will discuss previous research and method, after this the research will follow 
divided by the questions and lastly the conclusion will provide the final chapter. 

Chapter 2 – Previous research, method and structure of the study 

When writing about the build-up of a town or a society there is different layers to the research that 
has to be considered. We have the welfare state, the municipality of Ramsberg and the mining 
                                                
17 Bairner 2010, pp. 736–737; Chrapkowski 1983, pp. 15–16; Eichberg & Loland 2010, pp. 679, 683; Ekström von 
Essen 2003, pp. 99, 145, 154–156, 253, 259, 264, 289; Gustafsson 1988, p. 116; Mattsson 1989, pp. 57–59, 103, 111; 
Norberg 1997, pp. 116–118, 123, 126; Vikström 1998, pp. 21, 45, 219. 
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company, the Grängesbergsbolaget, that are big actors when it comes to the town of Stråssa. All 
of these actors, their relationships, and their parts in the build-up has to been put together in order 
to get every piece of the puzzle. Besides this, it is also important to see which different facilities 
that is needed in a society/town for the citizens, but in this case, also the mining company. So, in 
order to get closer to all of this, the literature has to give some insights into this.  

My theory in the research of the town of Stråssa is also an angle of the welfare state and with 
that, the politics and policies in Sweden during the golden days of the welfare state. Here we can 
see Stråssa as a piece of the welfare state and a chance to create a society according to the existing 
values. In order to detect this in the research-material I also need some literature that can show 
how the state and the municipalities cooperate during this time. Because as Ingvar Hjelmqvist 
emphasizes repeatedly in his research of the relations between the state and the municipalities: 
“The municipalities had big importance at an early stage in the realization of the welfare politics in 
Sweden.”18  

Relations between the state and municipalities 

In Ingvar Hjelmqvist´s book Relationer mellan stat och kommun (Relations of national and local 
government) his research looks into the relations between the municipalities and the state, and how 
these relations have developed and changed during the research period of 1945 to 1990. He has 
looked closer to four municipalities of different sizes in order to compare them during the research 
period. For the research he has also divided the period into three parts in order to easier compare 
the different time-periods and the changes in regulations. Hjelmqvist´s chosen period fits into my 
research and can provide both a theoretical frame and a background into the historical perspective 
of the relations between the welfare state and the role of the municipalities.19 

As mentioned earlier, Hjelmqvist emphasizes the role of the municipalities in Sweden in order 
to develop the welfare state, this is also a time where the municipalities got more freedom to govern 
in their areas as well as getting more responsibility for the citizens. This should have importance 
for this thesis, in where we should be able to see a municipality that takes on the responsibility of 
providing different possibilities and facilities for its citizens, when building up the society of Stråssa. 
It is also important to see what the resources are from the welfare state, what are the different ways 
to be able to control municipalities? Here, Hjelmqvist can provide a framework for this thesis and 
give attention to the different departments that are an extension of the state. When reading the 
different protocols from the mining company and the municipality there will be different names of 
departments that will be visible, such as the county administrative board (länsstyrelsen), the housing 

                                                
18 Hjelmqvist 1994, p. 8. Translation made by the author, in Swedish:” Kommunerna hade tidigt betydelse för 
genomförandet av välfärdspolitiken i Sverige.” 
19 Hjelmqvist 1994, pp. 1, 22, 26–28. 
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board (bostadsstyrelsen) and similar, these are the departments through which the municipalities 
has their communication with the state. Hjelmqvist emphasizes these different departments and 
the different tools that the state uses in order to control and steer the municipalities in the wished 
direction. During this time, the municipalities got a bigger responsibility, but they also got more 
self-dependent from the state, they are their own units and got much more freedom to steer their 
own units. However, in his research he sees that although this more self-dependent period, the 
state is still there to steer the municipalities in a direction to help establish the welfare state. The 
self-dependent municipality is not that self-dependent as the once promised freedom of action 
from the state. Two of the ways to control the municipalities is via different subventions, such as 
the housing subventions, and the housing policy of the state. Hjelmqvist states: “During the 1950´s 
the State Subsidies got a distinguished place in the debate regarding relations of state and 
municipality.”20 He can also see that in the post-war period, the state used the housing question, 
and increased the control regarding this in order to establish a welfare state. Another measure taken 
by the state was to merge small rural district into bigger municipalities. With bigger municipalities 
it was easier to control and establish policies that was wanted by the state, since this meant better 
economical possibilities.21  

Hjelmqvist has his focus on the relations between the state and the municipalities, a focus that 
this thesis also has, but with one more, big actor – the mining company. With this, Hjelmqvist will 
again be able to provide with a framework for relations research, and his research contributes to 
the wider perspective of this thesis, in the relations between the welfare state and the municipalities. 
A framework to see how different departments and policies are an extension of the welfare state.22 

When it comes to the material that Hjelmqvist uses, this is the same as this thesis will have, such 
as protocols from the municipality, in this thesis protocols and documents from the mining 
company will be taken in as well. When looking into the relations between the welfare state and 
the municipalities he has also been using interviews with different key-persons that has had high 
positions in the different municipalities. Interviews is something this thesis will use as well, in order 
to see deeper into the society and the build-up of Stråssa. In this case, I will use people outside the 
ruling and deciding layers of the municipality and mining-company and listen to persons that was 
part of the citizens in Stråssa. In order to do this, a frame-work has to be used that enables to get 
more information, and lead the research to other information, than can be found in the protocols. 
In order to do this, the interview has to be quite free. Here Hjelmqvist can provide a technic, a so-
called elite interview. This technic enables the interviewer to have miner insights from the 
beginning, and the interviewer do not need to have as much forehand information as normally 

                                                
20 Hjelmqvist 1994, p. 61. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”Under 1950-talet fick statsbidragen en 
framträdande plats i debatten om relationer mellan stat och kommun.” 
21 Hjelmqvist 1994, pp. 1, 5, 8–11, 13–14, 22, 24, 66, 84, 264. 
22 Hjelmqvist 1994, pp. 19, 24.  
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would be the case. Such interview technique also enables to get information that would not be 
given in any protocol or document, and the interviewee can talk more freely. For this thesis, such 
technique will be beneficial since the perspective of the citizens are a big part of the research.23  

The municipality in the welfare state of Sweden 

In order to see the relations between the state and the municipality, there is a need for deeper 
understanding and insight into the welfare state and its politics during this thesis´s research period. 
This is provided in Ulla Ekström von Essen´s book Folkhemmets kommun – Socialdemokratiska ideéer 
om lokalsamhället 1939-1952 (The People´s Home´s Municipality – Social Democratic Ideas about 
the Local Society 1939-1952). In this research she shows how the Swedish municipalities were 
incorporated in the politics of the time, the so-called people´s home era, a period that 
approximately stretches between the years 1930 to 1970. This ideology for the municipalities, she 
states, were developed during the 1940´s. Ekström von Essen has chosen to do the research with 
two areas that distinguish the Social democratic politics, the housing policy and the sterilization 
policy. For this thesis, the housing policy should have a great value for the research, and Ekström 
von Essen can bring a frame-work for the politics of the time. Ekström von Essen uses a three-
layered research into actors of the period, she establishes these as the Swedish Parliament, the 
Social democracy and the politicians of the municipalities. The research period is 1939-1952 and 
hence provides this thesis with a frame-work into the politics of the time for the municipality in 
the people´s home era.24 

Let us now see what background Ekström von Essen can provide into the research of this 
thesis. She emphasizes the role of the municipality into developing, and as a tool to establish, the 
welfare state in Sweden. Early on in the social democratic idea, in the early 1900´s, the municipality 
played a big part in the path to get a wishful society. In 1924 the Social democrats were to form a 
government and now they could start forming their politics, now it is also visible that the biggest 
question of their ideology is the housing policy and the home as a social-political issue. During the 
1930´s the housing policy get into the top of the politics, and this is the way to both establish jobs 
and to make sure that the home was a healthy place for everyone. It is also during this period that 
the people´s home establishes as a concept. Already here, we can see the importance of the home 
for the Social democratic idea.25 

In order to promote and stimulate citizens to build houses there was an establishment of grants 
from the government and loans on easy terms, staring in the 1930´s. However, loan to so-called 
owner-occupied houses had started in 1904 already. In 1937 a new public health act came to be, 

                                                
23 Hjelmqvist 1994, pp. 24–28. 
24 Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 14–17, 24. 
25 Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 17, 77, 252–253. 
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which said that everyone should have a good home, no one was to live crowded or cold and windy 
anymore. It was established that a family with two adults and two or more children should have at 
least two rooms and a kitchen to live in, and the responsibility was put on the municipalities. A 
survey was done in 1942 and it showed that ¼ of the population in Sweden still lived under poor 
conditions in their houses, hence a request was made to the municipalities to take care of this 
problem.26 

In 1944 a new plan for the municipalities came and the municipalities got an even bigger role in 
the establishing of the welfare politics, and more responsibilities was put on them. Ekström von 
Essen states: “This, what I like to call, the people´s home ideology of the municipality meant that the 
municipalities first and foremost were to be integrated parts of the loyal people´s home.”27 In this 
new plan, in 1944, the leisure time of the citizens in the municipalities played a big part, now this 
was a new focus-area. The leisure time of the citizens in Sweden became a big part in the Social 
democratic idea, and the municipalities had to make sure that the leisure time was spent with 
meaningful activities. Therefore the municipalities had to offer different facilities, such as 
community houses and sporting fields. Facilities as such was to create a healthy population and 
educate them in democratic ideas.28 

An important tool, according to the state, for the municipalities to be able to fulfill the politics 
of the welfare state, was to attract industries to them. In the 1950´s, the housing policy took in the 
economic policy, and all the planning of houses in the municipalities should be with the economic 
policy in mind. During the late 1940´s, the housing policy and the housing question yet again was 
established as an important area. In 1948 the state-run Housing board was established, and in 1945 
the first report from the social housing committee stated that every citizen in Sweden had the right 
to a good house.29 

From Ekström von Essen´s research this thesis has gained a background into the housing policy 
and the Social democratic ideas of its research-period. We can see that a great symbol and a policy 
of great importance for the welfare state was the housing policy. Ekström von Essen also shows 
that during the period of this thesis´s research, the citizens spending of leisure time gains 
importance as a way to educate and form a wishful people. Again, the importance of the 
municipality in the making of a welfare state is also shown. 

                                                
26 Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 92–93, 145, 250–251, 253, 255–256, 258. 
27 Ekström von Essen 2003, p. 96. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”Denna, vad jag kallar, folkhemmets 
kommunideologi innebar att kommunerna först och främst skulle vara integrerade delar av det solidariska folkhemmet.” 
28 Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 95–96, 99, 154–156. 
29 Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 185–186, 259, 263. 
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 What about social activities and facilities in a community? 

As stated earlier I wish to hear more from the citizens of Stråssa, citizens that where in the town 
when the build-up was starting. These people will provide another view of the build-up and give a 
more social perspective on the process. Because, besides the relations between the mining-
company, the municipality and the welfare state, the relation between these actors and the citizens 
are an important perspective of a society. Without citizens and workers, no community. Therefore, 
the material should be able to provide a view of this as well, the importance of the workers and 
citizens.  

In Rune Åberg´s (editor) book “Industrisamhälle i omvandling” (industrial society under 
transformation) it is the social life of a society in focus. This research has two periods that are 
looked at, the 1950´s and the 1980´s. In this book the authors wish to see what has happened with 
a society and its citizens during these two periods, they want to see the change and how it has 
occurred. The research is built upon two other researchers’ study of a society from the 1950’s when 
they interviewed workers in an industrial society. In the 1980´s, the authors of the book went back 
to the society with new interviews and some new questions as well, to see what had happened with 
the values of the citizens.30 

With this perspective I wish to see more into the social perspective of building up a society, 
what are important for the citizens and the workers?  When building up a town there are more than 
just water supplies, houses and stores – there is also different facilities for sports, nature and club 
premises, as we have senn with Ekström von Essen as well. Especially different associations and 
unions is something that is emphasized in “Industrisamhälle i omvandling” for a society in the 
1950´s. 

 
But here, it is important to emphasize that the function of the non-governmental organizations, the interest 

organizations and the social institute´s, where not merely to satisfy the citizen´s needs and interest. It was equally as 
relevant to see these organizations and institutions as a way to form people and their conciseness, make them feel 
kinship, and feel as a part of the society where they live and work.31 

 
 

This, the social side and the organizations in a society is something I have to be aware of as well 
when reading protocols and documents, everything has a connection when building a society. In 

                                                
30 Åberg 1990, pp. 13, 17. 
31 Åberg 1990, pp. 72–73. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”Men här är det viktigt att påpeka att 

folkrörelsernas, intresseorganisationernas och samhällsinstitutionernas funktion inte bara var att tillgodose 
medlemmars och medborgares intressen och behov. Minst lika relevant ansåg man det vara att betrakta folkrörelser 
och samhällsinstitutioner utifrån deras funktion att forma människors medvetande, få dem att känna samhörighet med, 
och göra dem delaktiga i, det samhälle där de lever och verkar.” 
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Åberg´s book we can see that the research from the 1950´s had its focus on the industrial society 
and its social function. The theory behind the research made in the 1950´s, by Torgny T Segerstedt 
and Agne Lundquist was that the leisure time for the workers had big importance, and bigger 
importance than earlier decades in Sweden. This because there were more hours after work - the 
working hours had become less, and the vacation had become longer during this period. With this 
the leisure time became more important. The value of the leisure time and the interest of this of 
the welfare state during this time, we have seen in Ekström von Essen´s research as well. Segerstedt 
and Lundquist also had the theory that the family-time and the family values had started to shift as 
well, the work and organizations had gotten more important than the family, even the work had 
become more important than the family. If we start to look into this and the importance for 
workers and their different organizations inside and outside work, we can also see the importance 
for this when building a society. To this, we also have to include that this was a time when the 
workers had more organizations for their rights, they had more influence on their employers. This 
is something that emphasizes in Åberg´s book as well. This influence is something that has to be 
considered in my research as well, to see what kind of actor the workers play in the build-up of 
Stråssa. A sentence in this book and about the research made in the 1950´s that I think can be 
something to bring with me in this thesis´s research and the social life of an industrial society is: 
“In the research project People in the industrial society conceptions such as spirit, well-being and 
satisfaction played a big part.”32 With this, the spirit of social life in the research project, we can get 
the social side of building a society.33 

Another part of this research, when looking into the both research-periods of the book, the 
relation between the state and the municipalities is also touched upon.  Here they state that the 
position of dependence between the state and the municipalities had become bigger as the freedom 
and responsibilities for the municipalities had grown. With this, we can again see that in this thesis´s 
research we should be able to see this codependence between the welfare state and the municipality 
quite easily in the different documents. This should also mean that this thesis´s research should 
show this big dependence when building a society in the golden age of the welfare state. But again, 
in my research there is one more, big actor that has to be looked upon – the mining company, and 
here we will see what kind of dependence that will be shown between these three actors. Also, after 
taking in the research of the social aspects of an industrial society, which Stråssa also is, we can see 
the workers of the industry, in this case the mining-company, also, can be an actor to count on 
when looking into what kind of facilities that is constructed.34 

                                                
32 Åberg 1990, p. 74. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”I projektet Människan i industrisamhället spelade 
begrepp som anda, trivsel och tillfredsställelse stor roll.” 
33 Åberg 1990, pp. 18, 71–74, 312. 
34 Åberg 1990, p. 384. 
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The significance of the leisure-time in the welfare state of Sweden 

In Matts Mattson´s Det goda samhället- Fritidens idéhistoria 1900-1985 i ett dramatiskt perspektiv (The 
good society – the history of ideas of leisure-time 1900-1985 in a dramatic perspective) he 
researches the history of leisure activities in Sweden to see the big lines in this history. His theory 
is that this is a part of the democratic society and the development of it, in this book it is especially 
two chapters that are valuable for this thesis – chapter three and four, which touches upon the 
same period as this thesis´s research. These two chapters regards the years between 1930 and 1975, 
and will provide a theory regarding the significance and the history of the welfare state and the 
politics of leisure-time in the society. Although his research is focused mostly on the youth and the 
history of the spare-time for youngsters, it is a good overview of the politics, the discussions and 
ideology behind the politics.35 

When looking to the history of the leisure time, the significance of it started in the middle of 
the 1930´s as Sweden had a high industrial growth. In 1936 the first exhibition about leisure time 
was put up in Sweden, and now concepts as “leisure time” and “youth” was established, a new era 
had come. An era when the authorities started to look to the youth who had gotten more leisure 
time and now had to be educated into the ideology of the new Sweden. There was a worry for the 
youth and the degeneration of it with the new culture that had risen amongst them, a culture of 
dance pavilions (dansbanor). This was one of the worries that brought a new politic into the welfare 
state.36 

Another force behind this time and the new politics was the idea of the good family and that 
the society of Sweden was supposed to be looked upon as a big family – which was not stronger 
than the weakest link – the idea of the people´s home. One big asset in Sweden was the industrial 
growth, and when looking into the party program of SAP, the work was the base to the welfare, 
and the people´s will to work was the most important asset in building the welfare state. The 
working place became more organized and a new era of leisure time was up-built for the working 
man. A commercialized idea came regarding these new opportunities with a growth of leisure time.  
In the social democratic idea, the spirit of the community was also important, this was a way to 
educate people into democratic ideas. However, this was a time when the constructing of societies 
had gotten a center and the community with a small store in every corner was built away. This 
brought an importance of meeting-halls for the communities instead, so that the spirit of the 
community would be preserved.37 

During the 1950´s and the 1960´s, the politics that had started in the 1930´s was supposed to 
be carried through, Mattsson emphasizes how the state and the municipalities now started to take 

                                                
35 Mattsson 1989, pp. 15, 17–19. 
36 Mattsson 1989, pp. 56–59, 69. 
37 Mattsson 1989, pp. 55–57, 66–67, 73. 



18 

over the tasks of the voluntary organizations, and the grants from the state for leisure time activities 
increased. The “Folkhemstalet” (People´s home speech) was held and the significance of 
community spirit and the good home was upheld. The public sector grew, and this sector was 
providing more facilities for sport and spare-time activities. In the 1960´s and the 1970´s the 
importance of sport grew even bigger and “[e]very municipality with self-respect should have a 
sporting facility.”38 There were a growth in the interest from the state regarding the leisure time of 
the citizens, this was the time period when the vacation got longer. In 1951 the decisions came for 
three weeks of vacation and in 1963 four weeks was prescribed by law. This of course made the 
leisure time an important question for the state, and Mattsson states that there was a significant 
growth in official reports and proposed bills regarding this.39 

Mattsson brings a theory and a history behind the significance for the welfare state regarding 
the leisure time of both the youth but also the working man.  The welfare state was interested in 
the leisure time of the citizens in order to educate them and steer them in a wanted direction. 
Grants were increased for sports and other wishful activities, especially so that the youth would 
not degenerate. This should give this thesis a theory behind the society of Stråssa and we should 
be able to see that there is grants from the municipality and the state for spare-time activities, sport 
facilities and meeting-halls, all of this that both Mattsson and Ekström von Essen has shown had 
a big significance in the welfare state of Sweden. 

The Nordic sport and the Nordic model 

To understand the impact of sport and the relationship between sport and the state there are three 
articles that will provide a frame-work and a theory to understand this relationship. The three 
articles all look into the Nordic model and the relationship and the significance and meaning of the 
sport for the welfare state; A Mutual Dependency: Nordic Sports Organizations and the State by Johan R. 
Norberg, Nordic Sports – From Social Movements via Emotional to Bodily Movement – and Back Again? By 
Henning Eichberg and Sigmund Loland and What´s Scandinavian About Scandinavian Sport? By Alain 
Bairner.  

In all these three articles they state that there is a special relationship between the sports 
organizations and the Nordic model, that one part of the building-up of the welfare state is the 
sport in the society. Eichberg and Loland emphasizes that the Nordic countries distinguishes 
themselves as it comes to the sport and the state, Norberg states that that the sport organizations 
in the Nordic countries are developed of much voluntary work which is distinguishing for these 
countries. Bairner emphasizes the Nordic identity and the significance of sport in this identity.40  
                                                
38 Mattsson 1989, p. 110. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: “Varje kommun med självaktning skulle ha en 
sporthall.” 
39 Mattsson 1989, pp. 83, 103, 110–111. 
40 Bairner 2010, pp. 734, 736; Eichberg & Loland 2010, p. 676; Norberg 1997, p. 115. 
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What about sport is connected to the welfare state in the Nordic countries? They all emphasize 
the sport as a way for the state to build and create a national spirit, something we could also see 
with Mattsson as important for the social democratic idea – the spirit of the community. Norberg 
emphasizes the organizations as a way to help create a democratic system, also seen in the 
discussions by Mattsson and Ekström von Essen. To have a close relationship between the state 
and the organizations also provided the welfare state to have a close relationship with its citizens 
and with that to have an insight into the public opinion. Since the state saw these values in the 
sport, as a way to educate the citizens, it was a low-cost option to create a wishful people, and 
grants from the state came early on in all the Nordic countries. Bainer especially emphasizes the 
high taxes in the Nordic countries as a unique possibility to give the organizations grants in such 
extent. Another purpose of giving contributions to sport for the welfare state is the significance of 
sport into creating a strong and healthy people, to make the working class stronger. The spirit of 
the social democratic idea is a strong and healthy people, this is the period of the social engineering, 
to have these wishful citizens strengthening activities are important.41  

Again, we see the importance of organizations for the Nordic Model and the welfare state, both 
as a democratic education but also as a way to build a strong and healthy people. The close 
relationship between the state and the sport organizations is emphasized in all the articles, as also 
the state grants to these organizations. These articles therefor also, as Mattsson, provides a theory 
into seeing state grants to sport activities and facilities in the build-up of Stråssa.  

Football and the foundry spirit – a part of the welfare state in Swden 

In an article by Christer Ericsson, Football, Foundry Communities and the Swedish Model, a wider theory 
on foundry communities, sport and the welfare state are found. He argues that the foundry 
communities and the spirit of them can be seen as a part of the welfare state and the Swedish 
model. An important tool into bringing this foundry spirit (bruksanda) was football, Ericsson uses 
Sandviken in his research as a model for this theory but emphasizes that other research has proven 
the same in other foundry communities. He also states Sandviken to be a good model of an 
industrial foundry community in the build-up of the welfare state.42 

One important aspect in the article, for this thesis, is the “bruksandan” (foundry spirit), 
something that should have an impact in the research on Stråssa as well, since the village is built 
around a mine. Ericsson explains this foundry spirit as a sort of close social fellowship in the 
community and a personal relationship between the managing director of the company and the 
employees.43  

                                                
41 Bairner 2010, pp. 736–737; Eichberg & Loland 2010, pp. 679, 683; Norberg 1997, pp. 116–118, 123, 126. 
42 Ericsson 2003, pp. 20, 22, 27, 35–36, 38. 
43 Ericsson 2003, p. 22. 
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Thus there are a range of similarities between the Swedish model and the foundry community in 
terms of the overall planning of production, the will to cooperate, the supportive function of the 
home and family, the strict division of labour between men and women and the overall emphasis 
on social responsibility.44 

So, the founding communities was part of the Swedish model and the sport had a big impact and 
meaning in this build-up of a welfare state. Ericsson shows how there is a connection between the 
industrial growth and the sports movement, and that outside of the big cities the sport movements 
grew in conjunction with industries such as mining. It was when the working days was established 
into being eight hours, in 1919, as the sport started to become part of the lower classes, and in the 
1920´s and 1930´s it was a big part of making leisure hours meaningful. As seen in the above 
discussions, Ericsson as well emphasizes sport as a way of educating in moral and a way to promote 
social integration in the welfare state.45  

The foundry communities gave contributions to the sports movements, in this case to the 
football, in Sandviken the company was generous in helping to establish and re-establish a football 
field over the years. Why this? Ericsson states that it was a tool into getting healthy and strong 
workers, same as can be seen in the Swedish model. It is also, as seen in earlier discussions, a tool 
into educating about and creating democratic ideas. Ericsson points out that the football club in 
Sandviken emphasized the importance of democratic behavior and that the club were to give a 
collective spirit. The club had its glory days in the 1930´s and the 1950´s, and as the welfare state 
started to be built in the 1920´s, the managing director of Sandviken held speeches to the 
employees, speeches that fitted to the welfare project as well. He pointed out the importance of 
sports for the health and the significance of the sportsmanship that is taught in a football club. 
Ericsson states that these ideologies of the foundry communities and the sport movements fitted 
into and gave a contribution to the welfare state and the people´s home.46 

Yet again we can see the significance of the sports movement regarding the build-up of the 
welfare state, and in this case emphasized in the spirit of the community. Here the thesis also gains 
the theory and frame-work into the foundry spirit and the spirit in a small community around an 
industry. 
  

The local welfare society´s development 

In Bo Gustafsson´s book Den tysta revolutionen: Det lokala välfärdssamhällets framväxt, Exemplet Örebro 
1945-1982 (The quiet revolution: The local welfare society´s growth, the example of Örebro 1945-
1980) we get to follow the municipality of Örebro and how it has changed during the years of 1945 

                                                
44 Ericsson 2003, p. 23. 
45 Ericsson 2003, pp. 21–22, 24. 
46 Ericsson 2003, pp. 25–26, 30–33, 38. 
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to 1980. How the regulations for municipalities in the welfare state of Sweden has had its impact 
as it has had big changes over the years. This is a long time-period that is looked upon to be able 
to see the changes of the municipality as regulations changes. This time-period fits into this thesis´s 
research as to see how a society gets built-up in the welfare state of Sweden. Gustafsson looks into 
the whole municipality of Örebro and its economic changes, social changes etc. During this period 
the municipality of Örebro grows, since regulations has made municipalities to merge together. 
Örebro is a bigger municipality than Ramsberg, and the city of Örebro is bigger than the society of 
Stråssa. But, even though the municipalities and the towns have big difference in sizes, the 
regulations and the relations between the welfare state and the municipalities is the same. The 
overall changes in regulations is the same for the whole country and the book and the research can 
therefore provide help into this thesis´s research. Örebro during this period, especially in the 
beginning of the research period is also an industry town. Gustafsson also has a small section in 
each chapter were he first puts the whole Sweden into account, regulations and changes of them. 
With this I can also here find a historical background to help me analyze protocols and 
documents.47 

Gustafsson emphasizes that this is a time when the freedom in decisions for municipalities 
becomes bigger, but also the responsibilities. With this, the different subventions and economic 
grants grows from the state to the municipalities as a way for the state to control the municipalities. 
He emphasizes that the 1950´s and the 1960´s is the period in Sweden when the public sector 
grows and becomes a big part of the welfare state.48  

Gustafsson emphasizes, as Segerstedt and Lundquist, Ekström von Essen and Mattsson the 
importance of the hours after work, the leisure time for the workers. How this has become more 
important during the beginning of the research-period in Den tysta revolutionen and with that, the 
importance for the municipality to build different sport-utilities for different organizations.  This, 
the importance of the leisure time is also emphasized as part of the values of the welfare state. 
Here, Gustafsson also comes into how towns and municipalities that was under depopulation tried 
to use services as such, in order to attract citizens: “In the countryside with depopulation you 
instead tried to hold on to the citizens and attract industries with public facilities.”49 So, again, I 
must have this with me as I search through the documents of the archive of both the municipality 
and the mining-company. It is not just the workers that has gotten more leisure time, the young 
people are also a group that wants more facilities as such. To give young people possibilities to 
sport activities is too a part of the welfare state and the wish for a healthy and strong people. As 
Gustafsson has looked closer to Örebro and the sport-facilities there, he has looked into how they 

                                                
47 Gustafsson 1988, pp. 23–39. 
48 Gustafsson 1988, pp. 7, 12–13, 18–19, 22, 51. 
49 Gustafsson 1988, pp. 19–20. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”I avfolkningsbygderna sökte man tvärtom 
hålla kvar befolkningen och locka dit industrier genom förbättrad offentlig service.” 
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have been financed for. Here, in Örebro, he can see that the municipality has been restrained when 
it comes to financing such facilities. In order to build sport-facilities the organizations have had to 
address state-organizations to be able to build such facilities. Since Örebro is a bigger town and a 
bigger municipality than Stråssa and Ramsberg, they should have better financing possibilities. 
Therefore we can see that a theory that should be provided by this into my research is that when 
building facilities for sports etc. the municipality of Ramsberg or the organizations that wish to 
have such facilities must address bigger associations to be able to finance such facilities.50 

The area of Bergslagen 

In the area of Bergslagen, where Stråssa is located, the common factor for most of the towns and 
societies is the industry. Most of the places has developed because of one large industry, such as 
mines, forests etc. With this, the towns and societies are very dependent on these industries. 
Therefore, Stråssa can be used as a case-study or as a representative for the area of Bergslagen. A 
book that has looked closer into the area of Bergslagen as a working-place and how this area has 
changed over the years as the ore-industry and the forest-industry has changed is Bergslagen: 
Arbetsplatser och bostäder under hundra år (Bergslagen – places of work and dwellings during one 
hundred years). In this book, the Royal Institute of Art´s architectural students have looked closer 
to the dwellings in Bergslagen and how the societies have changed dependent on the industries. 
The focus is the dwellings and the centers of the societies, and the research period is the late 1800´s 
until 1980´s. Because of this long research-period they can see the shifts in the areas and see how 
the dwelling-areas has occurred. They have looked closer to about 10 places in Bergslagen, where 
they have looked at documents as well as interviewed citizens.51 

In Bergslagen they emphasize the period of the 1940´s to the 1950´s as a period of big growth for 
the area and its industries, a period that touches upon this thesis´s research. This period of big 
growth is common for the whole of Sweden, but is extra clear in the area of Bergslagen, which is 
also why this area is good for such research. Both as a representative for the area of Bergslagen but 
also for the welfare state. The research in Bergslagen touches upon the changes in the municipalities 
and in Sweden with new regulations, they say that the industries got less influence on the 
development on dwellings as municipalities got more: “The industry and the industrial management 
no longer decided everything, the power passes on to the municipalities and organizations, which 
efforts eventually joint in a nationwide, by the Social democrats, developed housing policy.”52 They 
state that the changes show the values of the welfare state, as the housing policy during this period 

                                                
50 Gustafsson 1988, pp. 19–20, 116–117, 147–148. 
51 Chrapkowski 1983, pp. 9, 15, 20. 
52 Chrapkowski 1983, p. 16. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”Bruket och bruksledningen bestämde inte 
längre allt, makten gick över till kommuner och organisationer, vilkas ansträngningar efter hand fogades i en 
riksomfattande, av socialdemokratin utformad bostadspolitik.” 
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is a policy developed by the Social democrats. So, here we again can see the changes in regulations 
by the welfare state on the municipalities, and how that has also had an impact on the industries 
and their impact on a society´s dwellings.53 

In the book there are especially three chapters that are of extra interest for this thesis´s research, 
these are about the societies Grängesberg, Smedjebacken and Ställberg. These three societies are 
quite similar to Stråssa and its history when it comes to fluctuations on the market and how that 
has influenced both the working-possibilities and the dwelling. These are, as Stråssa, three places 
with a long history of one big industry and has had big ups and downs depending on the market.  

If we look a bit closer to Grängesberg, the big industry here was owned by the 
Grängesbergsbolaget, as in Stråssa, which gives a glimpse into how the company has impacted on 
a society. We can also see that it was because of new ways to develop ore that it was possible for 
Grängesberg to develop, this was however already in the late 1800´s, so here we can see a 
development earlier than in Stråssa. But as it comes to the middle of the 1910´s, Grängesberg starts 
to build-up more houses and the dwelling is on its top. During this period, the Grängesbergsbolaget 
had a great impact on the dwellings as they provided loans to their workers, they gave them 
possibilities to new dwellings. As we get into the 1960´s, which is part of the build-up in Stråssa, 
we can see that the mining-company had less to do with the dwellings, and the municipality had a 
bigger role in the society. Now, it is a foundation governed by the municipality that has the big 
responsibility for houses for the citizens. However, it is emphasized in Bergslagen that the mining-
company had a close relation and cooperation with the municipality until 1976, when SSAB took 
over the mine.54 

In Ställberg it is the closing-down of the mine that is the focus, and what happens with the 
society after this. Here, however , I wish to pay attention to the fact that the mine was closed in 
1977 and the research made by the architectural students of the Royal Institute of Art  is only two 
years after, this is close in time after a big change for a society and I think it is difficult to tell all 
the impact that the closing-down has had on a society after such short time. Ställberg and Stråssa 
is however similar in their over-all historical background, this because Ställberg also was up-built 
during the 1940-1950´s only to be closed down again in the late 1970´s. What we can see in Ställberg 
is also a close relationship with the mining-company when building up the society. Again, we can 
see that the mining company offers loan to the workers who wish to build houses in the society. 
As stated earlier, focus here is on the closing-down of the mine and the two years after this, 
therefore we can see that even in this stage, the mining-company and the municipality has a close 
relationship. “As soon as the notice of shutting down the mine came, an organization with 
representatives from the county labor board, Gruvs department number 23 [a labor union for mine 
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workers], the salaried employees´ association and Ställbergsbolaget was founded.”55 In this chapter 
the dominating method is interviews with citizens still living in the area after the shutting down of 
the mine. This will help to provide a method and a way to bring a perspective to the interview-
section of this thesis.56 

The research in Smedjebacken are valuable to this research because the time-period of big 
development coincides with this thesis’s research-period. Here too it is the late 1950´s when the 
industry has its golden days and the need for new dwellings is big. In this village the initiative is 
mostly from the employees of the industry to develop several housing cooperatives. The company 
helps in the end, as the cooperatives founded shows to not be enough for all the employees and 
the recruitment that is during this era.57 

Again, we can see that the municipality had bigger responsibilities for dwellings in the 1950´s to 
1960´s and that the industries got lesser, with an exception of Smedjebacken where it is the 
employees and later on the company that has the biggest influence and initiatives for developments 
in houses.  

The modern society in industrial communities 

One part of the build-up of the society is the dwellings in itself, and although these will not play 
the leading role in this thesis, at least not from an architectural perspective, it is important to look 
into some of the literature that emphasizes this perspective as well. In Eva Vikström´s Bruksandan 
och modernismen (The Foundry Spirit and the Modernism) the dwellings itself, around industries, is 
put in the perspective of the state and of the industry it is built-up around, Vikström has the 
perspective of architecture mostly. She looks into the dwellings during the 20th century in Sweden, 
with focus on the build-up of the welfare state and the people´s home. With this she researches 
the build-up of the industries as well as the closing down of industries that has societies built around 
them. Again, this is a wider research-period than this thesis will use but it gives a wider perspective. 
Her method is to look and go around in the societies and study the houses and official buildings, 
to let them tell the story of the society. Vikström states that when researching the dwellings and 
the milieu of the industrial societies we can also see the changes of the Swedish industry and its 
different periods. In the opening of Bruksandan och modernismen, Vikström takes the reader on a 
journey into a fictitious society, with this she wishes to show how the society can tell a story of its 
history via the different expansions and the different time-periods in the dwellings. “The story 

                                                
55 Chrapkowski 1983, p. 223. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”Samtidigt med varslet bildades en 
samrådsgrupp med representanter från Länsarbetsnämnden, Gruvs avd 23, Industritjänstemannaförbundet och 
Ställbergsbolaget-” 
56 Chrapkowski 1983, pp. 217, 222–230. 
57 Chrapkowski 1983, pp. 174–175. 
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takes it start in the houses, the concrete environment.”58 To complement this visual inspection of 
the buildings, Vikström uses documents from the municipality, again it is the architecture that is 
leading in the research, hence the main material is the town plans. To do this, the study mainly 
study specific societies, this to get a deeper research, a kind of micro-study. In complementing this, 
she also studies the archive of the leading industries in these societies, in this case the 
Grängesbergsbolaget and Uddeholms AB. Another part of the research is from oral sources, this 
as a complement to see the citizens.59 

Vikström uses several societies in her research, but one of them is Stråssa, as in this thesis, and 
another common factor is Grängesbergsbolaget, which she gives a whole chapter. 
Grängesbergsbolaget had several industries in different societies, and this book gives an insight 
into other societies where the company had a big impact, a perspective which can be valuable for 
this thesis when understanding the build-up of Stråssa. When Vikström studies the 
Grängesbergsbolaget she uses the documents that can be found at the National Archive, this brings 
a complement to this thesis archive studies since the company´s archive in the Culture Historical 
Archive in Lindesberg is used. This will also let this thesis get another perspective of the discussions 
of the company, in comparisons to Vikström´s study of the company.60 

In the research of Vikström, one important aspect is the welfare state of Sweden, the people´s 
home, and how the societies can tell the history of the industry´s significance in this part of 
Sweden´s history. A part of this, the welfare state, that Vikström emphasizes are the bigger 
responsibilities that are put on the municipalities during the research-period, this beginning in the 
1930´s and 1940´s, something we have seen repeatedly in the literature.  Here the buildings of this 
time-period have traces of the welfare state: “There is a considerable socialistic rhetoric in the new 
society, the house and the constructions as symbols.”61 She says that the houses became a symbol 
for the social democratic values and the social democratic society. She also emphasizes the 
cooperation between the welfare state and the industries, because although the municipalities get 
the bigger responsibilities we can still see the industries impact in the build-up of the societies. One 
of these impacts, besides the buildings in itself, is in the activities during the leisure time for the 
workers, especially regarding sports and utilities to practice these different sports. “The glory days 
of the foundry sport was during the 1940´s to the 1960´s. This coincides with the golden days of 
the industry´s post-war era.”62 So, yet again we can see research that picks up on sport-utilities and 
the importance of this during this time in Sweden.63 

                                                
58 Vikström 1998, p. 12. 
59 Vikström 1998, pp. 7, 9, 12–13, 15–16. 
60 Vikström 1998, pp. 12, 15–16, 116, 120, 125–130. 
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What does Vikström say about the era that this thesis will touch upon? As she looks at the 
dwellings and the build-up of a society it is still the recruitment of the industry that is the leading 
role in this. It is mostly employees´ need for houses that affects the housing-areas, although this is 
the time when the municipalities have the greater responsibility. She emphasizes that during this 
time, the industries had to adjust to the fact the state had a bigger role and that different public 
authorities had to be a part of the planning of the society and housing-areas. There is although still 
a requirement from the state that the companies have to contribute with different subventions in 
the build-up of societies. Therefore, this is a time when it is hard to see where the state begins, and 
the industry takes on, this is the time of change.64  

The perspective that Vikström brings, the cooperation and the relation between the industries 
and the municipalities are valuable for this thesis. Here a method and framework can be gained in 
interpreting different traces of the welfare state in different decisions regarding the build-up of 
Stråssa. Vikström brings a way of interpreting different buildings and different actions from the 
municipality and the company into seeing from where the different point of views come from and 
why certain decisions are made in the development of the society. Also, from her research different 
facilities and organizations can have a framework to see their part of the welfare state. Also, 
Vikström´s research provides a bigger insight to Grängesbergsbolaget and its different industries 
and the societies that are up-built around other industries and mines.  

The independence of the municipality in the welfare state of Sweden 

In the welfare state of Sweden, the municipalities have had a big role, this is something we must 
have in mind in this thesis´s research. The municipalities in Sweden had a very independent status 
and were supposed to have a great freedom towards the state, something we have seen been 
discussed by Hjelmqvist as well. This, the independent municipalities and the freedom they have is 
something that distinguishes Sweden from many other countries. Therefore, this thesis here wishes 
to up-hold this in order to have this background as the research moves on. To read more about 
this and to understand this independence, an article by Björn Furuhagen The Police as a Municipal or 
State Agency – A Comparison of Police Reforms in Denmark, Norway, and Sweden during the First Half of the 
Twentieth Century can be recommended.65 
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Using interviews in the research 

As stated earlier this thesis will use interviews in the research, this in order to bring the layer of the 
citizens to the research. In order to do this, mainly three books will be used to provide a frame-
work and a method to the interviews. Before we get into the framework and the guide-lines from 
these books, let us start with the purpose of the interviews. With the interviews this thesis wishes 
to bring another dimension of the citizen, to get an understanding behind the documents that are 
the core of the thesis. When interviewing citizens from the time when Stråssa was up-built it can 
help to analyze the different decisions and protocols, to see what they meant in the eyes of the 
society. Also, it provides the research a bigger insight to the society and what people remembers 
from the research-period. 

So, let us look closer to the literature that will provide guide-lines and method to the interviews. 
Two of the books will provide an overall view of the techniques and methods behind interviewing, 
Intervjuteknik (Interview technique) by Björn Häger and Den kvalitativa forskningsintervjun (The 
Qualitative Reseach Interview) by Steinar Kvale and Svend Brinkmann. For a closer look into the 
oral history I have used Joanna Bornat´s chapter about oral history in Clive Seale´s (ed.) Qualitative 
Research Practice.  

In Bornat´s discussion about oral history she emphasizes something that I find interesting and 
useful, that the interview can be as valuable for the researcher as for the interviewee. This is 
something she stresses after her own experience about oral history. For this thesis this is useful 
because of the interview-group, they are themselves very interested and engaged in the history of 
Stråssa – more about this in the presentation of the interviewees. To think about this also gives the 
interviews another meaning and value from two sides. If we start to think about this as a two-sided 
interview it also means that we can see it more as a social relationship, something Bornat also 
emphasizes. A social relationship makes the interview more as a conversation and a dialogue and 
gives another dynamic to the situation. This view, to see it as a conversation is also brought up by 
Kvale and Brinkmann.66 

Even though the interview can be seen as a dialogue the interviewer must somehow be 
structured and aiming to a direction in order to get control over it. To do this in a dialogue one can 
direct the conversation into different themes and pick up these themes from the interviewee. For 
the dialogue, the best is to use open questions, this should bring out a more detailed and free 
answer. As emphasized in the literature, from all the authors, it is important to never use words 
that shows an opinion or a value in the questions. To never try and steer the answers into something 
wishful for a research, the answers and the opinions and memories must be from the interviewee’s 
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own words. However, this is not an excuse to not have done a research before the interview, the 
interviewer must be familiar with the subject and area of the research. 67 

It is always important to show interest and be a good listener when doing interviews, both for 
the respect for the interviewee and for the quality of the interview and the research. To repeat the 
answer and make sure that the interviewer has understood the answer gives less risk to 
misunderstanding and gives a better quality to the interview. This is something that is important to 
think about, the quality of the interview, and to make sure that it is as transparent as possible. To 
bring the transparency into the research it is important to continue to think about this in the next 
step of the interview, the transcript. This is something emphasized with all the authors, the 
importance of the transcript and to make sure the interviewee’s own words is brought up in the 
research. It is also when showing the interview in the research, the possibility and the importance 
to have transparency comes up. To make sure to have transparency it is important to show all the 
steps in the interview and to show how the interview has taken place. With this, a quality of the 
interview and research can be brought. 68 

Method and conclusions from the literature 

When searching after a method for this thesis, the literature has provided a frame-work to work 
with. From the literature there can also be seen some expected results from the source-material. 
Most of the literature are using the same kind of material as this thesis will, this is also valuable 
when analyzing the sources.  

What is often emphasized in the literature is the bigger responsibilities that are put on the 
municipalities during the research-period. They also got bigger freedom from the state and are 
supposed to be their own units. This is also a period when the big employers of the small societies 
got lesser influence in the society, again it is a role taken over by the municipalities. However, it is 
also stressed that this period meant a bigger codependence between the state and the municipalities, 
that this was a big part of the welfare state and something that enabled its construction. But as both 
Chrapkowski and Vikström emphasizes, the cooperation and codependence between the 
municipalities and the industries is important. The bigger responsibilities and the bigger role of the 
municipalities is therefore something that is connected both to the state but also to the industries 
which these societies are built-up around.69 

With this, the presumption of the three big actors to be the municipality, the mining-company 
and the state, should be accurate. To look into protocols should also provide to see a cooperation 
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between these three actors, but in what ways? In the literature the focus has been mostly either the 
municipality and the industry or the municipality and the state/ welfare state. This research wishes 
to use all the three actors to see to in what extension each of them has an influence in the build-up 
of Stråssa.  

Another important aspect to bring from the literature is the social life in a society and the 
importance of this for the welfare state. The importance of the leisure time for employers as well, 
was pointed out in both Ericsson´s, Vikström´s and Åberg´s researches. Gustafsson also 
emphasizes this point from the municipality as well and how also they saw different utilities of this 
kind to be an important aspect for the municipality. To have this in mind when looking into 
protocols is also to be aware of the third layer, the citizen. This is something that would give a 
better quality to the citizens life, can we see that the citizens themselves asks for this? The research-
period should point to this, since the period is a period where the employees got more influence 
on the employers.70 

When looking into the protocols from the municipality and the mining-company the search is 
for decisions and discussions regarding Stråssa. These results also have to be interpreted to 
understand what they meant, what lays behind the different decisions and discussions. How can 
we know if the welfare state is seen in the decisions? As it comes to this, Hjemqvist and Ekström 
von Essen provides a frame-work in where it is important to know how the state is visible in 
different decisions. What are the ways that the state can steer? This is through different instances 
and different institutions, in some questions the municipalities have to send in requests to 
institutions led by the state. We can also see the welfare state in different grants that are enabled 
by the state. Therefore, when searching through the source-material it is important to have this in 
mind and see which actors that is in the decisions.71  

 

 The interviewees 

Before we move on to the next part of the thesis and start the analyze of the source-material, let 
us look closer to the group of interviewees. The interviews are supposed to be a complement to 
the protocols to give another layer to the citizen part of the research. In order to provide for this, 
the interviewees must have been living in Stråssa during the build-up in the late 1950´s. They also 
need to have been in such of an age during that time, so they can remember situations and events 
from this period.  
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With a little help I found a group in Stråssa of four people, these four are also having their own 
project in building a miniature of the society – though from another period of time. These four 
was willing to answer some questions and give their view of Stråssa during my research-period. 
This group consist of four men, which all have their own background in Stråssa – they come from 
different occupational groups. Rune Andersson, 91 years old, an electrician who had his own 
company with his brother, called “Frank och Runes Elektriska” (Frank and Rune´s Electrical). Olle 
Persson, 85 years old, was an employee at Rune´s. Olle Ringvall, 79 years old, was an employee at 
the Grängesbergsbolaget, at their storage. And Lennart Gustafsson, 79 years old, worked as a car- 
mechanic in Lindesberg, about 20km from Stråssa. They all lived in Stråssa during the research-
period.  

I find it valuable that these four have different backgrounds as it comes to occupational groups. 
This should provide a good complement to the source-material, although I understand that this 
might seem as few people. However, this is such an age-group that it is hard to have a big selection 
and I have taken the decision that since this is a complement to other material this should be 
enough.  

With this selection and the groups own interest in Stråssa´s history I consider Bornat, as she 
points out that oral history can be as valuable for the interviewer as the interviewee.72 This is 
something that can be considered here, as this group of people has their own project about 
Stråssa´s history and wishes to spread information about its history.  

My first approach to these men was to present myself to them to see if they could consider 
answering questions for my thesis. We met in a meeting-hall that is held by the local folklore society, 
here they have a room where they work with the miniature over Stråssa. I got to see what they were 
working on and got told a bit about Stråssa´s older history and the time-period that they currently 
are working with. As they agreed to be part of this thesis I presented the over-all idea and purpose 
with the research, this in order to get them to start think about the time-period before we met the 
next time. The plan with presenting the idea was to create as good opportunities as possible for the 
interview, and for them to know what the interview would touch upon.  

I have interviewed the group together so that the situation was more about talking memories 
and they were able to recall the research-period and help each other. We met in Rune´s home and 
I brought “fika” so that it would be a casual and warm situation. As the literature has stressed about 
interviews, the method for this is more like a dialogue and a social conversation. It was therefore 
important for me to create an environment that was more about talking about the time-period than 
to create a situation that felt like an interview. Another important aspect was to get the group to 
start evolving their answers and thoughts about the questions as much as possible, therefore the 
need was to have as open questions as possible. The need to have open questions was also 
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emphasized in the literature as well as to be prepared and to have done research about the subject 
in advance. Before the interview I had done some visits to the archive and searched through the 
material, as well as read the literature – both about the subject in general but also about Stråssa and 
the Grängesbergsbolaget. To be prepared in this way helped me steer the conversation into 
different themes, that the literature gave as a frame-work in order to get the most out of an 
interview. This, to think about themes and more general question instead of being precise also 
helps to get the interviewees to talk in bigger sentences and be freer in the answers and in that also 
get a dialogue.  

With this interview I hope to connect the citizens experience to the protocols and interpret 
them in the research. 

Chapter 3 The location of the society – the first discussions when reopening 
the mine 

The first discussions of Stråssa and the re-opening of the mine 

As stated earlier this thesis´s research-period starts in 1949 because it is somewhere during this 
period the Grängesbergsbolaget starts looking into the mines in Stråssa to see whether it can have 
valuable production as an ore mine.  The first memo that touches upon this is from 1949, in this 
the discussion begins in how a production could be valuable for the company and how this would 
affect the county. During this discussion it is said that in case the company would re-open the 
mine, it is counted on about 400 workers and with this, at least 300 houses would be needed. The 
company expects that this would also bring a society of 1 000 people in it. One important aspect 
in this would also be to let the society grow into the landscape in best possible way. Another 
important aspect which the company emphasizes when planning an eventual society is that it must 
be in such place that it would be satisfying from the view of both the employees and the society in 
itself. However, it is also stated that this is an area that is very sensitive for economic fluctuations. 
The mine industry also has a shortage of folk labor when the investigation of the mine in Stråssa 
is made. In the end of this memo it is therefore stated that for now it is better to let the mine be 
closed and to not re-start the ore-mining here. If the market allows it further on, a new investigation 
should be made and until then the company should have Stråssa and its mine in account.73  

In the next memo, dated in 1952, from the archive of Grängesbergsbolaget, regarding the mine 
in Stråssa and whether to re-open or not, the company has come further with their plans to re-
open, now it seems that they are more serious in their investigations and starts to plan a bit more. 
They are still aware that Stråssa is particularly sensitive to economic fluctuations, but therefore the 
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solution now is to build a society in Storå. (Storå is the nearest society to Stråssa and has already 
been up-built, it is a functioning society with some stores and a school.)  It is stated about an 
eventual re-opening of the mine and with that, the need for dwellings that: “It should be so, that 
one wish and can live there, whether there is a mining or not. This wish of a society can never be 
fulfilled in Stråssa”74 Storå is also said to be a perfect place because of its beautiful location. Another 
benefit of Storå is that the society of Storå is expected to be very obliging to the company´s plans, 
and the authorities has also already shown interest into expanding the society of Storå. If a society 
would be developed in Stråssa it would also mean a bigger cost, about 2 million more it is said.75 

In the archive of the Grängesbergsbolaget there is also a third memo regarding the eventual re-
opening and the planning of an eventual society. This memo is probably also from 1952, it is 
however not dated. In this memo the discussions are still regarding plans to expand Storå if 
decisions are made to re-open the mine in Stråssa. The discussions also regard what kind of 
dwellings that should be most attractive to the workers, and it is stated that when taking other 
divisions into account, owner-occupied houses has been proven successful. Again, the material is 
very determined to expand Storå and to not build up Stråssa:76  

“Except the special views of the mining, the value of owner-occupied houses in Stråssa is very 
problematic, while the same dwellings in Storå should be attractive from every aspect. Therefore, 
regardless the placing of the industry, our housing areas should be placed in Storå. Hence, it is also 
favorable to place as big part of the industry as possible here as well.”77 

In these first memos regarding the eventual re-opening of the mine in Stråssa there is still 
discussions of problematic views regarding this. The company has not come with a decision in 
whether to re-open the production of the mine or not, but we can see that it is still an investigation 
and discussion internal in Grängesbergsbolaget. It is interesting to see the recurrent worries about 
the sensitiveness for economic fluctuations that Stråssa has proven to have regarding the mining, 
and how this affects the discussions. This is a time when the industry is flowering in Sweden and 
the industries were blooming, with this the societies and the dwellings had a boom around the 
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different industries, such as the mines. Both Vikström and in Bergslagen this period in Sweden is 
marked as a very productive period regarding build-up of new societies and dwellings. This is the 
time when industries grew and made big profits, and Grängesbergsbolaget is not an exception. As 
said earlier, Grängesbergsbolaget was one of the biggest companies in Sweden during this time. 
Regardless of this we can see that there is an awareness that the mine in Stråssa has its problematic 
conditions.78 

Regardless these cautious reasonings of the mine and its sensitiveness for fluctuations it seems 
that the discussions and the investigations continue over the years. It is several years that we can 
see that these investigations continue, the first memo in 1949, and it seems that the planning 
regardless of this is quite serious regarding the dwellings and how a society would be able to grow 
around the mine. Here they are determined that a society should not be built around the mine, but 
instead it would be best to expand the nearest society – Storå. In every memo there are several 
reasons why the dwellings that would be needed for the workers should be in Storå instead of 
Stråssa. The Grängesbergsbolaget even find it more suitable to find a solution to have as much of 
the industry put in Storå instead of Stråssa, where the mine is. Another aspect besides the 
sensitiveness for fluctuations that is used is that a society that will come as a consequence of a re-
opening also has to have the landscape in mind. It is important in the discussions of the company 
that the society is harmonizing with the landscape and because of this Storå also has an advantage 
with its beautiful surroundings.  

In the memo from 14th of February 1952 we can see that the authorities also have been part of 
the discussions and they as well sees Storå as the best option to expand with dwellings. So, already 
here the plans have come as far as to start to have the authorities as part of this. It seems that it is 
no longer only on the eventual planning, it is now a plan and it has come as far as to decide that it 
is Storå that should be expanded, and the planning should develop around this. This, that the 
material shows that the authorities had been contacted already here is something that is part of the 
period as well. This is the period when the companies get lesser influence in the construction of 
societies around the industries and the municipalities get more responsibilities, this discussion with 
the literature is something the thesis will get into further in the paper. What we can see here as well 
is that the company uses the term “our” when discussing an area of owner-occupied houses. This 
is also something that will be brought up again further in the thesis when we will look into the 
literature regarding this period and the planning of an area or a society and the actors in this.  

Here we can also see that the company compares and uses their other divisions and how 
dwellings has been brought up there, when discussing the plans for Storå. When they take these 
places into account they say that it has been proven successful to develop areas with owner-
occupied houses, this – the owner-occupied houses are typical of the time-period. Both Vikström 
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and in Bergslagen they pick up that during this period in Sweden there are owner-occupied houses 
that are dominating among new dwellings. In Bergslagen there are also several examples of 
companies that helps the employees with beneficial loans in order to build these kinds of houses. 
In this literature one of these examples is the Grängesbergsbolaget itself and the build-up of a 
society around the mine in Grängesberg.79  

That the plans have come as far as a planning-stage in where to develop a society although, the 
worries about sensitiveness for fluctuations has its explanation in the Grängesbergsbolaget´s 
history. As stated in the background of the Grängesbergsbolaget, there was a need to find a new 
ore-mine for the company since the mines in Lappland had been sold entirely to the state. Although 
this is something that happens a few years after these memos are dated, there was an awareness 
that this probably soon could happen – so with this in mind it is an understandable solution to this. 
This thesis will not get into this anymore, since this is about developing a society. However, the 
interesting aspect here that the planning of a society is to develop it around Storå, and that Stråssa 
do not seem to be an option. And we know that the society is in the end built around the mine in 
Stråssa and not in Storå, this is something that the thesis will try to find out why the plans are 
changed.  

Why does the plans change, and the society is built up in Stråssa? 

Let us start with the archive of the Grängesbergsbolaget and see what we can find regarding the 
plans of developing Storå or Stråssa when re-opening the mine. What are the discussions, where 
can we see that the discussions change, and Stråssa is instead the main goal to build up? 

Now, we have come to 1958 in order to see the discussions of Storå versus Stråssa. We will now 
look into some protocols from the company board. During a committee meeting the 14th of march 
the company shows the plans that they have regarding dwellings in Storå and Stråssa, since some 
houses must be built in Stråssa as well, the plans are however still to have most of the dwellings in 
Storå. During this showing a question comes from one of the listeners in the room regarding the 
placements of dwellings in Storå instead of Stråssa. Mister Löfroth, as he is called in the protocol, 
seems to question why there are not more plans to develop Stråssa. Here mister Lundin, the 
managing director of the mine in Stråssa explains this decision. He states that in most parts of 
Stråssa there is a building ban, which in turn would be problematic, because of the range of houses 
that will be needed as the mine re-opens and there will be a recruitment of personnel. He also 
points out that the county administrative board also recommends dwellings in Storå instead of 
Stråssa. The company however, he says, are looking into the possibilities to develop Stråssa further 
in the future. Another co-worker of the mining company´s administration also comments these 
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plans. He comments on why the plans are to expand Storå and says that it is a decision depending 
on the plans from Grängesbergsbolaget to originally have all the above-ground industry based in 
Storå. When the company later changed these plans and decided to have all industry in the mining- 
area in Stråssa all the planning from authorities was already far gone and they where not able or 
willing to step aside those plans.80  

So, here the plans have come further in the planning of the build-up of a society when re-
opening the mine. It is still set to be in Storå, but the workers start to question why so much 
dwellings are set to be in Storå and not in Stråssa. The administration answers this question and 
with that there seem to be no more questions or discussions for now. 

In the protocol from 25th of November in 1958, the question about dwellings comes up again. 
Again, this is during a showing of the plans of the dwellings of the Grängesbergsbolaget´s company 
board. During this showing there are now several speakers that question the plans to have most 
dwellings in Storå. There is a discussion among these people and they say that most of the 
employees prefers to live in Stråssa instead of Storå. Mister Lundin, the managing director, says 
again that there are problems regarding the properties and encourage the members of the 
committee to affect the municipality regarding this.81  

Here again, the material shows that the plan is still to expand Storå rather than to build-up 
Stråssa. However, now there are more people at the meeting questioning the decision to not build 
up Stråssa and we can see that this is because the employees themselves wish to live in Stråssa, near 
the work. Now the managing director of the Stråssa mine also encourage the members of the 
committee to try to affect the municipality. With this, there is now a change into wishing to build-
up Stråssa, the company want to try to grant the wish from the employees. 

From the archive of the Grängesbergsbolaget there is one last protocol that this thesis will 
emphasize regarding the question of why the plans changed from Storå to Stråssa. This is a public 
meeting with the company board with 100 people present plus an invited guest, an expert regarding 
the question of dwellings – Dick Bergqvist from Stockholm. This meeting is held the 12th of 
February in 1961. During this public meeting the accountant from Grängesbergsbolaget address 
the question of dwellings in Storå versus Stråssa. He starts by stating how well the re-opening of 
the mine has went and that the re-opening has made the Stråssa mine to one of the most modern 
mines in Sweden. He also emphasizes how good the economic aspects are and that everything 
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regarding this goes as planned. Therefore he will leave this question and focus on the socio-political 
aspect of the re-opening of the mine, the question of the dwellings.82 

First, accountant T. Rännefors, talks about the background of the plans regarding to build-up a 
society, an effect of the re-opening of the mine. The original plan from the company was to have 
all the above-ground industry in Storå, this because the managing had plans to ship the ore below 
ground from the mine in Stråssa to the production in Storå. When planning for this, before the 
final decision about re-opening the mine was made, the company had discussions with the 
authorities to be able to plan every aspect that comes with a re-opening. Since the company wished 
to ship the ore to Storå, the plans to build homes here became natural and the authorities “for the 
modern housing policy” was onboard with this idea: “Now Storå would be able to develop to a 
city with a modern perspective, which is believed to give its citizens greater comfort through 
modern facilities such as meeting-hall, great school-buildings, shopping center and so on.”83 
Rännefors continues, with this in mind a cooperation between the two municipalities of Lindesberg 
and Ramsberg, the authorities and the Grängesbergsbolaget starts to make a plan for this modern 
city.84  

However, as the company continues to investigate the possibilities to convey the ore between 
Stråssa and Storå underground, the prospects in the ground showed that a solution for this would 
be very costly and the company had to place all the industry by the mine in Stråssa. This also meant 
that the conditions for employees also changed, and it would have to be some dwellings made in 
Stråssa as well. When these problems were known, the company as soon as possible contacted the 
municipality of Ramsberg, which was interested to co-work with these new possibilities. Now, the 
company had several discussions and negotiations with the authorities to change the plans of 
dwellings, in the end it became a compromise, the dwellings were to be parted with half in Stråssa 
and half in Storå. Rännefors emphasizes how difficult it has been for the company to affect the 
authorities: “The possibilities for the Grängesbergsbolaget to affect the development in any 
direction was very little with the centralized control that the housing policy has gained in Sweden 
today.”85 He also tells the meeting that into this discussion the problematic condition with the 
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sensitiveness for economic fluctuations that are in Stråssa and the closing-down of the mine in 
1923 also is part of the decisions made.86 

After this, Rännefors accounts what has been done by the municipalities and what has been 
done by the company regarding the question about dwellings. In the end he accounts and picks up 
one last discussion of the plans of Storå versus Stråssa: “In Storå the plans from 1955 and 1956 
has been reduced most substantial. The most contributing reason to this is of course that the 
dwellings in Stråssa has gained a much bigger proportions than was expected earlier.”8788 

What can be gained from this last protocol? Here, the company has an extra meeting regarding 
the situation after the re-opening of the mine, and the focus seem to be the housing question. 
Therefore, this question is of important aspect and has a big space, it can be understood as 
important for the employees of the mine and with this the question about wishes for more 
dwellings in Stråssa. The company also starts to explain the discussions that has been and the 
problematic situation with building houses and a society in Stråssa. Interesting here is also that the 
accountant picks up the politics of the period in Sweden and uses this as a reasoning to the situation 
that has become in Stråssa.  

After the protocols from the Grängesbergsbolaget´s archive, the focus now will be how this 
question is discussed and handled in the municipality of Ramsberg´s protocols. What can be seen 
in the material from the municipality of Ramsberg regarding the placement of a society and 
dwellings? 

In a protocol from the municipal council of Ramsberg, dated 30th of October 1955, the 
municipality have created a committee to look at properties where it could be suitable for an owner-
occupied area. They motivate this action with the knowledge that the Grängesbergsbolaget with 
most probability will have all the industry buildings in Stråssa when re-opening the mine. In another 
protocol, this one from 1956, 17th of December, the committee that has been put together are 
giving a report of the situation at the time. They say that they have had several meetings with the 
management of the Grängesbergsbolaget in Stråssa, the county architect (länsarkitekten), the head 
land surveyor (överlantmätaren), road manager and the superintendent of the county housing 
(länsbostadsdirektören). A year later in a protocol, also from the municipal council of Ramsberg, 
dated 2nd of March 1957 a decision is made to grant more money to buy property to an owner-
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occupied houses area in Stråssa, this because the area is estimated to be bigger than the original 
planning. It will be needing 63 000 square meters instead of originally estimated 46 000 square 
meters.89 

In these protocols we can see that at least from 1955, the municipality of Ramsberg expected 
that the Grängesbergsbolaget would have the entire industry in Stråssa and with that the 
municipality would need to build an owner-occupied area for the people that are expected to move 
there. It is accounted for discussions with the company and different county boards regarding the 
question of the re-opening of the mine and the question of housing that need to be solved as a 
result of that. We can also see that in 1957 they had to estimate for more property in order to 
satisfy the need for owner-occupied houses in Stråssa. 

Last among protocols, regarding this question, we look to the Stråssacommittee, which are the 
cooperating committee between the municipality of Ramsberg and the Grängesbergsbolaget. In 
this material there is a writing from the Grängesbergsbolaget to the committee and the local 
housing committee of the municipality of Ramsberg, this writing regards the housing- and 
personnel need for the company. This writing is signed by the managing director of the 
Grängesbergsbolaget´s division in Stråssa, Bror-Knut Lundin and is dated 6th of February 1960, he 
starts by emphasizing that the company regularly has given information and reports regarding these 
questions during the preparations and different stages in the re-opening of the mine. Lundin refers 
to an earlier writing in 1956 where he has stated how many employees the Grängesbergsbolaget 
counted on to the mine in Stråssa and that they calculated it would be a need for about 300 new 
apartments, wishing most of them to be owner-occupied houses. “Regarding the location of these, 
whether in the municipality of Linde or Ramsberg, we had no desire to force a direction of the 
same”90 After Lundin has stated the need for houses and that the company has shown this during 
the whole process, he continues to the wishes from the employees of the location of their homes. 
“Quite soon it appeared that the employees of the Administration, had another opinion of were 
they wished to live than that of the County Council and the District Planning Office.”91 Because 
of the wishes from the employees, the company made an investigation in 1957 regarding the 
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housing question, they interviewed all the employees of the time, 180 persons. This investigation 
showed, according to Lundin, that 2/3 of the employees wished to live in Stråssa and that half of 
the staff wished to live in apartments. With this he wishes to show the importance to finish the 
build-up of the building in the central of Stråssa with stores and apartments. Lundin concludes his 
writing as an earnest request to finish the central store- and apartment building and to expand the 
owner-occupied area in Stråssa. He emphasizes that the company even has adapted the recruitment 
of employees according to the sort of houses that can be offered to them.92 

This writing from the Grängesbergsbolaget, dated in 1960, yet again shows how it is the 
employees that wish to live in Stråssa. Now, the company also tries to impact the location of houses 
in favor of their employees. Firstly however, Lundin emphasizes that the company have not tried 
to impact this question until now when they see that this is important for their employees. The 
company has even made a survey among the staff in order to see how many of them that wishes 
to live in Stråssa and hold this to the authorities in order to try to affect the decisions. They also 
emphasize that they have had to adopt the recruitment of employees according to what they can 
offer regarding houses in the society and that this also makes them want to affect the authorities.  

Analyzing the change of location of the society – how Stråssa became the society to 
invest in 

Why then did the authorities change direction from Storå to Stråssa in the end? What have the 
documents given? We start with the first decisions and discussions, in why the focus in the 
beginning is on Storå – in here the answer in relocating should also be found.  

When looking into the protocols from the Grängesbergsbolaget the first plans when re-opening 
the mine was to have all the above-ground industry in Storå, and to try to convey the ore 
underground from the mine in Stråssa to Storå. In the first discussions regarding whether or not 
to even re-open the mine there are a worry about the sensitiveness to economic fluctuations that 
the mine in Stråssa has, which is also shown in the decision to close the mine in 1923. The company 
early on started to have discussions and contact with authorities and it seem that they all agreed 
that when re-opening the mine, Storå would be suitable to expand with new housing areas in order 
to offer the employees at the mine homes. Not least because in case that the mine would have to 
close again and there would be no working possibilities in Stråssa, they all seem to agree that Storå 
would be a place where people would like to live regardless of working opportunities. And if the 
mine would re-open it would bring possibilities to Storå to expand the society into a modern city 
with modern facilities. The protocols from the company even stated that: “This wish of a society 
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can never be fulfilled in Stråssa.”93 The company also states that Storå should be very obliging to 
the company´s wishes, this is also a reason to invest in Storå for the Grängesbergsbolaget. When 
the company refers to costs regarding Stråssa in comparison to Storå they also see that it would 
mean a costlier solution, according to their counts about 2 million more. In the official meeting 
held by Grängesbergsbolaget in 1958 regarding the housing-issue, one of the biggest matters was 
the location and the build-up of housing areas. Here, one of the explanations except the above 
counted is that the authorities still prefers to expand Storå instead of a build-up of Stråssa, the 
recommendation from them is to still invest in Storå instead.  

After all of these advantages of Storå they still in the end build up Stråssa and invest in store-
buildings and housing areas here, why? What have the documents told us about this? 

In 1955 we can see in protocols from the municipality of Ramsberg that there is an expectation 
that the Grängesbergsbolaget will put all their industry in Stråssa, hence the municipality have to 
project housing areas and start to invest in properties for this. In the protocols of the 
Grängesbergsbolaget there are early on questions from the employees why not more is built in 
Stråssa, since the employees would prefer this area to live in. In a protocol from the company dated 
in 1958 we could see that the managing director Lundin also starts to ask the members of the board 
to try to affect the authorities regarding this question. In 1960 the company had sent a writing to 
the Stråssacommittee in order to try to affect the authorities, in this writing the company uses a 
survey made by them in 1957 that states that 2/3 of the employees prefers to live in Stråssa rather 
than Storå. The Grängesbergsbolaget also states that because of the miner build-up of Stråssa they 
have had to adjust the recruitment to what type of houses that could be offered to the employees. 
In the official meeting in 1961 the question of locating housing areas has become more heated for 
the employees. Here, the company states that as soon as they understood that they could not have 
any industry in Storå they tried to affect the authorities and contacted the municipality of Ramsberg 
regarding this issue. They then state that after trying to affect authorities it had to become a 
compromise and that the dwellings had to be divided between Storå and Stråssa. During this 
meeting they also emphasize that they, the company, have had little to say in the question about 
locating housing areas and this they blame the centralizing housing policy that they mean has 
become in Sweden during this time. 

What than are the striking themes in these conclusions? One of the most striking themes in this 
is the wishes from the employees, this is what is upheld in many of the discussions in why to invest 
in Stråssa regardless the original plan and the recommendations from the authorities. Even in the 
first discussions and investigations from the Grängesbergsbolaget´s side, the employees and the 

                                                
93 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Handlingar ang. planering för återupptagande av 
gruvbrytning och uppbyggande av gruvanläggningar. 1952, 1955., 1955 1952, pp. 10, P.M nr 2 betr. eventuellt 
återupptagande av driften vid Stråssa gruvfält, 14/2 1952. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”Denna 
önskan kan aldrig uppfyllas, om det förlägges till Stråssa.” 



41 

most likely whishing from them when investigating about re-opening the mine is leading when 
firstly wanting to invest in Storå. When the company later on tries to affect the authorities, it is also 
the whishes from the employees that they stress, this as they use this as a reason and a restriction 
for the company when they recruit new employees. The employees, the citizens, seem to be a big 
part of the location change, in this the company also has a big part. Although, the 
Grängesbergsbolaget themselves try to advertise as not having any influence, they have a big 
influence in the matter. When they first wanted to put the industry in Storå, the authorities saw 
that as a good idea and this became the plan, as the company later on had to put all the industry in 
Stråssa they knew how to use this influence – if they could not offer owner-occupied houses or 
apartments in Stråssa they had to restrict their recruitments according to this. For the society and 
the municipality this would also mean lesser citizens and that perhaps the industry would have to 
restrict their business, which in turn of course would be devastating for the area. So, work-
opportunities and the employees themselves are the leading role here. It is not surprising that 
working possibilities are taking a leading role in this, but that the whishes from the employees in 
where to live has such high influence is interesting, it is after all only about 5 kilometers between 
Storå and Stråssa.  

What do the citizens remember from these discussions regarding developing Storå or 
Stråssa? 

When talking to the group of interviewees, they all, especially Rune wants to emphasize that Stråssa 
is unique when it was up-built since it had been built up during three periods in the 1900´s. That 
in the 1950´s, it was already an industrial feeling in the society, something they do not believe other 
places had that was built up from scratch. However, after 1923, when the mine had been closed, 
nothing happened in the society – it was in a slumber. Therefore, both Rune and Ove talks about 
how the society started to re-live when the mine was re-opened and that it was a new sense of hope 
in the society. The optimism was big, especially amongst self-employed, they talk of how Stråssa 
was aroused out of its slumber.94  

They all emphasize how the Grängesbergsbolaget took care of the society even after 1923, and 
how they cared for roads even though the mine was closed. During this time the society only had 
houses that was owned by the company, it was very few private-owned houses in the village during 
this period.95  

As soon as the decision was made to re-open the mine they talked about it on the radio, hence 
there were a lot of people searching for jobs at the mine. Ove remember it as 25-30 people every 
day coming in to the company and applying for jobs, even though the water was not pumped out 

                                                
94 Rune Andersson, Lennart Gustafsson, Olle Persson och Ove Ringvall 2020. 
95 Rune Andersson, Lennart Gustafsson, Olle Persson och Ove Ringvall 2020. 
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of the mine yet. They all talk of how it was many from Norrland that applied for jobs here and 
wanted to move to Stråssa, people working at mines all knew about the Grängesbergsbolaget 
before, this since they had been responsible for the mines in Kiruna. They all also talk about how 
it was the selling of those mines to the state that made the re-opening of the mine in Stråssa 
possible. This was something they talked about from the company and informed about.96  

About the decisions and the discussions whether to develop Storå or build up Stråssa they can 
remember that it was a discussion about where to develop a society, and that it in the end became 
a dividing of houses. But it was outspoken by the company and by managing director Nordlund 
that workers and salaried-employees should not be divided into different villages, all should live in 
the same area.97  

Taking in the literature to the discussion on locating the society 

If we start to look at the outspoken worry about fluctuations on the market and a worry that the 
mine could be closed again and the areas sensitiveness to economic fluctuations, we can see that 
this is a period when this was a subject discussed in the industries. There was a sense of restriction 
since the steel crises in the 1930´s. Vikström talks of the same worries in Karlskoga, when the city 
was to expand during the 1930´s. The municipality was restrained in developing new buildings and 
houses because of a worry that the upward economic trend in the area was transitory.98 So, we can 
see that this is something that are kept in mind in other places during this period and that the worry 
for the economic planning is something that is put into the calculations.  

This is also the period when the planning of societies is put on the municipalities, as they got 
more responsibilities. It is also a time when the industries, that were used to plan and develop the 
societies around the industry and to be the controlling part in this is getting lesser influence as the 
state takes the control and in that the municipality is responsible. This is the time when the change 
in planning has come and the industries has to let go of the development of houses.99 

Hjelmqvist also discusses how the planning of societies during this time is to be made with the 
state in mind, to have the nation´s interest in the plans.100 Again, we can see that the original plan 
to develop the society in Storå, fits into the planning of the time-period – this is in the discussions 
from the municipality the best when taking in the different sides into the matter. 

But still, the original plan is put aside and Stråssa is developed as well, in the source-material the 
leading role in this is the citizens themselves and in the prolongation of this, the company. In the 
discussions it is the citizens, the employees, that are distinguishing in the matter, they time after 

                                                
96 Rune Andersson, Lennart Gustafsson, Olle Persson och Ove Ringvall 2020. 
97 Rune Andersson, Lennart Gustafsson, Olle Persson och Ove Ringvall 2020. 
98 Vikström 1998, pp. 14, 157. 
99 Ekström von Essen 2003, p. 99; Vikström 1998, p. 155. 
100 Hjelmqvist 1994, p. 67. 
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another put their opinion in front to the company questions the decision to not develop Stråssa – 
it is after all here they wish to live. In the official discussions the company at first defends this 
matter, but later on it seems they wish to oblige the employees. In order to oblige them, they have 
to try to affect the municipality and the plans in the developing of the society. 

Both Gustafsson, Åberg and Hjelmqvist emphasize this as the period of great influence from 
the workers, it is the social democratic era and the union has a leading role in the time. Gustafsson 
puts it, as it was “the people as authorities”101. Vikström states that the housing question was a 
question for the union as well. Hjelmqvist also emphasizes that the municipalities had the 
responsibility to look to the local opinion as well in their decisions. As we look to Ekström von 
Essen we can see that when it came to the requests from the state on the municipalities it was 
outspoken that they should attract industries to them, this in order to stimulate the economic 
prospects.102  

So, the local opinion and the union had a great influence during this period, this is something 
that this thesis can show as well, as we look into this question of locating the society. The employees 
question the Grängesbergsbolaget and the municipality in why the development is not in Stråssa, 
the opinion of the majority is that they wish to live there. So, the company also wish to affect the 
municipality in this question, but we have seen that the company should have less influence now? 
However, we can see that the municipalities were supposed to attract industries to them, this should 
also bring a better condition for the company to negotiate and affect the municipality. 

Also, “[a]ll constructing of societies had in some sense a relation to a large enterprise.”103 The 
welfare state was dependent on the companies to build the welfare, this was a corner stone in the 
constructing of the welfare society. It is the industries that finances the welfare state, in taxes, 
therefore the state is dependent on them.104  

Even though this is a time when the state and the municipalities had a bigger influence and the 
municipality had the bigger responsibilities put on them by the state, the industry still has a big role 
here. It is from the company and the employees, perhaps in this question mostly the employees or 
the citizens, the questioning of the plans comes. The Grängesbergsbolaget still can influence the 
municipality – they can use the employees and their opinion in affecting the municipality as well as 
their positions as the greatest contributor in the economic field to the area. As for the state being 
dependent on the industries, the municipality is a well, they need the company – especially in this 
small municipality. We can easily see how important it was for the municipality of Ramsberg to get 
the Grängesbergsbolagets money, this should have been a big change in the municipality – now 

                                                
101 Gustafsson 1988, p. 230. 
102 Åberg 1990, p. 312; Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 185–186; Gustafsson 1988, p. 230; Hjelmqvist 1994, p. 15; 
Vikström 1998, p. 45. 
103 Vikström 1998, p. 237. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: “Allt samhällsbyggande stod i någon mening i 
relation till ett storföretag.” 
104 Vikström 1998, pp. 212, 237–239. 
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the village of Stråssa can live again and the mine can re-open. With this, new people will come to 
the village and to the municipality which in turn bring economy to a little place as the municipality 
of Ramsberg. If than the employees questions something several times and the company sees this 
as a threat to their industry – displeased employees should be negative to a big industry who are in 
need of recruiting people to a new society – they will want to please them and try to have a way to 
recruit them. This in turn will get the company to affect the municipality in favor of the company, 
and the municipality in this situation is very dependent on the company and with that should want 
to please the company, as well as having the request from the state to attract industries.  

Chapter 4 The housing question 

Now that the society will be up-built, what happens? 

Now that we have seen the discussions regarding whether to develop Storå or Stråssa, the thesis 
will go into the next question and handle how the build-up is divided between the actors and which 
themes that are distinguishing in the material. One big question for the society is, quite naturally, 
the houses, this we have seen a bit of earlier in the discussions of placement of these houses and 
the society. How does the municipality and the company cooperate, or is it a cooperation when 
building houses? How is the economic issue portrayed and handled? As seen in the section above, 
the company calls one of the housing areas as “its area”, why? Is it the company that stands for 
most of the houses, this is after all the period of time when the municipalities got more 
responsibility for this issue and a time when the industry got lesser influence in the housing areas. 
Let us look closer into the housing question. In this section the protocols and comparisons will be 
divided into years, this to easier see the discussions and to be able to detect and compare the 
company and the municipality and their different roles and the economic situation of this. First, 
the focus will be in the years before the re-opening of the mine – this to also be able to see if there 
is a difference in the handling of these questions before and after the start of the production in the 
mine.  

During these years, before the re-opening of the mine, the company has plans to build houses 
financed by them. Here, the question of why they call the area as “theirs” can have an answer. In 
a protocol in the Grängesbergsbolaget´s archive, from 31st of October in 1956 they report about 
the status of the mine and the prospects of houses for employees. The company designates the 
situation of housing as difficult to solve and that they because of that, have had to find a temporary 
solution. For workers, they temporally have renovated some apartments, regarding salaried 
employees they will build 15 houses and for the managing director there will be a private house, all 
of these buildings will be located in Stråssa. The company also states that they will sell some 
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property to a company called Befa and hand them a loan in order to build three buildings with a 
total of 54 apartments on this property.105  

Continuing to a protocol from 14th of March in 1958 there is still plans for 15 owner-occupied 
houses in Stråssa, the construction of these will begin in April the same year. They have also 
expanded the plans of dwellings in Stråssa with three two-family houses in a housing area where 
there also will be more plans to develop the area. The company plan to build in Storå as well, here 
it will be four apartment buildings, with 18 apartments in each, expected to be ready for occupation 
in 1959. In the same area, the company also have plans to build link-attached houses with a total 
of 15 apartments and to this also 12 owner-occupied houses.106 

In 27th of June 1958 the company in a protocol states that subventions will be given to people 
that choose to build an owner-occupied house, whether in Storå or Stråssa, from the 
Grängesbergsbolaget. The 25th of November in 1958 they write in a protocol that the company 
have to demolish older houses near the mining-area, hence they will renovate about ten other old 
houses in Stråssa. They also emphasize that they have no possibilities to offer houses to “outsiders” 
of the company. 107 

How does the municipality´s protocols and documents look in the years before the re-opening 
of the mine? In the first protocols there is questions about acquire property in order to build 
houses. In 1956 the municipality of Ramsberg states in their annual report that they have bought 
land in order to develop an owner-occupied housing area in Stråssa, due to the re-opening of the 
mine. In the annual report from 1957 they state that they have had to acquire more property to an 
owner-occupied housing area in Stråssa and that they will offer 18 building sites to citizens. From 
the report in 1958 the municipality of Ramsberg have started a settlement of nine owner-occupied 
houses in Stråssa, emphasized that it all is arranged by the municipality. Again, they state that they 
have acquired more land to build on, and that they now have sold five building sites to people 
wishing to build owner-occupied houses.108  

                                                
105 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Handlingar ang. planering för återupptagande 
av gruvbrytning och uppbyggande av gruvanläggningar. 1956, 1956, p. Memo 31/10 1956. 
106 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1957-1958, 1958 
1957, p. §8, "Protokoll fört vid sammanträde med samarbetskommittén vid TGO:s förvaltning i Stråssa fredagen den 
14 mars 1958. 
107 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1957-1958, 1958 
1957, p. §10, "Protokoll fört vid sammanträde med samarbetskommittén vid TGO:s förvaltning i Stråssa fredagen 
den 27 juni 1958; Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 
1957-1958, 1958 1957, p. ‘Protokoll fört vid sammanträde med samarbetskommittén vid Grängesbergsbolagets 
Förvaltning i Stråssa tisdagen den 25 november 1958’. 
108 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Ramsbergs kommun. Verksamhets- och 
revisionsberättelser, 1958 1956, p. 3 "Verksamhets-och revisionsberättelser för Ramsbergs kommun och Ramsbergs 
församling år 1956"; Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Ramsbergs kommun. 
Verksamhets- och revisionsberättelser, 1958 1956, pp. 3, "Verksamhets-och revisionsberättelser för Ramsbergs 
kommun och Ramsbergs församling år 1957"; Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, 
Ramsbergs kommun. Verksamhets- och revisionsberättelser, 1958 1956, p. 3,"Verksamhets-och revisionsberättelser 
för Ramsbergs kommun och Ramsbergs församling år 1958". 
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In the protocols from the municipality of Ramsberg´s council there is in the 2nd of March in 
1957 a decision regarding subventions. The subvention is a municipal house-subvention for people 
building owner-occupied houses in the municipality of Ramsberg, the amount of this is 2 000SEK 
in form of an interest-free mortgage in the property. This mortgage will be depreciated each year 
during a period of ten years, 1/10 each year. In 11th of May in 1957 there is a note that a company 
called Guldsmedshytte AB is willing to sell property to the municipality, about 16 000 square 
meters, property that is situated in the owner-occupied area in Stråssa. Besides this buy, they will 
acquire 14 000 square meters land from another outside-company.109  

What can we see so far, in the protocols from the municipality of Ramsberg and the 
Grängesbergsbolaget in the build-up of housing areas in the preparation years before the re-
opening of the mine? So far, it seems as the municipality and the company has separate houses and 
projects in building up housing areas. Hence, we can see why the company in the previous section 
referred to one housing area as “theirs”. Both the company and the municipality use subventions 
in order to help the citizens and the employees to build owner-occupied houses. In both actors 
protocols they emphasize the areas and subventions as regulated by them. However, in the 
company´s protocols we could also see that they emphasize that they only can offer housing 
options to their employees. In the Grängesbergsbolaget´s papers there is also a dividing between 
workers and salaried employees in the housing areas.  

The build-up of housing areas after the re-opening of the mine 

Can we see a change in how to deal with the housing question after the re-opening of the mine? Is 
it still more of a dividing between the company and the municipality of Ramsberg when financing 
and building the housing areas? As earlier, we look into the Grängesbergsbolaget firstly. 

Here we start with a protocol from 1960, 20th of April, the first meeting of the work council and 
the 16th paragraph. Here an employee question whether not to raise the housing subvention because 
of the higher costs to build the houses for the employees. The managing director, Lundin, says that 
they will not raise this subvention and refers to other companies, where they have cancelled this 
sort of subventions entirely. He also emphasizes that the company has helped the municipality with 
a contribution with half the cost for the water supplies, and the other half given a loan to the 
municipality regarding this. If we again, as in the last section about the location Stråssa or Storå, 
look at the official meeting with the works council that was held the 12th of February in 1961, the 
meeting that was dedicated to the housing question, we can also see what they said regarding the 
dividing of costs when building housing areas. One of the matters that the company has is the 
                                                
109 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Kommunalfullmäktige 1954-1959, 1959 1954, p. 
§9, "Protokoll, fört vid sammanträde med Ramsbergs kommuns kommunalfullmäktige den 2 mars 1957"; 
Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Kommunalfullmäktige 1954-1959, 1959 1954, p. 
§34, 35 "Protokoll, fört vid sammanträde med Ramsbergs kommuns kommunalfullmäktige den 11 maj 1957". 
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dividing in the housing question, and about this they say that till the re-opening of the mine they 
have phased out the old settlement. This old settlement was however used in the beginning and 
the preparation to the re-opening until the new and modern houses was available in Stråssa. They 
also emphasize that they have given contribution to two new retirement homes in Stråssa. The 
Grängesbergsbolaget also states that they have developed an own housing area with about 40 
houses and that there probably will be more. Regarding this housing area they have given the 
question the heading “monthly paid, Gränges”. The company has also re-built the old working 
men`s hostel, three houses, with a total of 33 rooms. Due to the location of the industry in Stråssa, 
instead of Storå there have been a need of more apartments than was counted for originally, despite 
the municipality’s and the company´s efforts. There has also been a delay in the much-needed 
central development, and with that the build-up of the central building ,which would mean 35 
apartments, is delayed as well. After a long time of negotiations, the construction will be started, 
although there have been difficulties in financing this project. The project wanted a loan from the 
Housing Board, but this was never granted from the Majesty to make a mortgage. However, now 
the company has given a contribution to this with about 35 000sek and given a loan of 150 000sek 
to the foundation to build this central siting. The company has as also contributed with houses in 
Storå, seven apartment buildings, built under the company called BEFA, and two owner-occupied 
houses areas, the municipality of Linde has as well contributed with two owner-occupied houses 
area. To this can also be counted the subventions that has been given to employees living both in 
Stråssa and Storå, a total of 61 people and a total of 220 005sek.110 

Now, we will continue to the municipality of Ramsberg´s archive to see how they state this 
period. In the local housing committee, a protocol from 19th of May in 1960 we can read: “The 
local housing committee decided to give the Grängesbergsbolaget, the Stråssa division, a copy of 
the established local area development plan for Stråssa, without cost.”111  

After this protocol the following protocols are from the municipality of Ramsberg´s archive 
regarding the Foundation “Stråssa Centrum” (Stråssa Centre). In a protocol from 25th of August 
1960 there is a statement that the Postsparbanken (Post Savings bank) are willing to lend a loan 
with the municipality of Ramsberg as creditor during the build-up. The board will hand in an 
application to the municipality about this, regarding 1 600 000sek or the amount that the county 
housing board will approve of. They also decide to hand in a request to the Grängesbergsbolaget 
of an advance of 15 000sek of the contribution of 35 000sek that they have offered. In a protocol 
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from 2nd of September, the same year, they also state that they will send a request to the company 
to ask them to continuously be the contact with the Postsparbank regarding the Foundation´s 
mortgage.112 

In the annual report from 1961 for the Foundation Stråssa Centre the first step in the centre-
building is done and two houses are ready to move into in September, now some stores have begun 
to open in the buildings as well. In this report it is also stated that the loan is granted from the 
county housing board, it is set to 1 539 000sek. 113 

 In a protocol from 7th of June the Foundation has been given a contribution of 25 000sek from 
the Grängesbergsbolaget for planning on the property, in the same protocol it is also decided to 
cooperate with the company to investigate if there is a need for more apartments in Stråssa. In the 
annual report of the same year it is reported that the third house is now built and moved in into, 
the contribution of 25 000sek from the Grängesbergsbolaget is used to asphalt and make a lawn to 
the apartment building. The Foundation has also granted a contribution from the municipality of 
Ramsberg in order to plan a new row house with ten apartments in, to this they have given 
5 000sek. There is also a report of a loan in the Postbanken and from the county housing board.114 

In the year of 1963 a protocol states that the Foundation will ask for a housing subvention from 
the municipality to the new building, they wish for 2000sek/apartment. In the same protocol they 
will also hand in a wish to a contribution from the Grängesbergsbolaget as well.115 

During the year of 1964 there is still a build-up of Stråssa and in a protocol from 22nd of January 
there is a report of a new loan, counted by the county housing board. The loan is divided into two 
parts and the second part is covered by sanctions from the Grängesbergsbolaget, the amount of 
this is 51 600sek. In the 1st of April it is stated that the new row houses will be financed by loans 
at the Nya Kopparbergs Sparbank (the new savings bank of Kopparberg) and through the county 
housing board. The municipality of Ramsberg will also give subvention of 2000sek/apartment. 
There is also still a need for more houses in Stråssa, therefor it is decided to investigate to build 
one more row house with five apartments.116    
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In 1965 the decision is made to build the extra raw house with five apartments, with this the 
Foundation also hand in a request to the municipality of 10 000sek for the house. In 12th of March 
the request of the subvention is granted from the municipality and the financing is again set through 
the Nya Kopparbergs Sparbank and the county housing board. In 14th of December it is stated that 
the municipality of Ramsberg and the Grängesbergsbolaget both are granting contributions to the 
new row house, both set to 20 000sek each. 117 

During the period after the re-opening of the mine in Stråssa the protocols shows a more 
distinct cooperation between the Grängesbergsbolaget and the municipality of Ramsberg. There is 
subventions and contributions from both actors to develop Stråssa and build houses to the citizens. 
It is also emphasized in the protocols from the municipality that some contributions from the 
company also is to create a well-being for the tenants, such as lawns. Here there is also easier to 
detect that the county housing board has a big part in the financing of the development, they set 
the loans and they hand loans to the projects.  

Memories from the interview-group about building up the society 

The group starts to talk about and compare the old days to the new days when re-opening the mine 
and the difference in how to develop the society and dwellings. They start by saying that back in 
the old days it was the company that built the houses, now it was by private means, they all see a 
big difference regarding the financing of houses. Still there were a subvention from the company 
for the employees that wished to build an owner-occupied house, and for everyone both employed 
at Grängesbergsbolaget and not employee, got subventions from the municipality to build 
homes.118 

The group also recall that during this time, the re-opening, the company financed all houses for 
the salaried employees, but the workers had to finance their homes, except subventions, 
themselves. During the old days, the Grängesbergsbolaget stood for all the houses, both for salaried 
employees and workers.119 
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 For those who built owner-occupied houses, the group continues, the municipality remitted 
the properties after eight years. The municipality came out for an inspection of the houses eight 
years after they had been built and for those who had taken care of their houses and properties 
properly, got the property remitted.120  

Analyzing the housing question in Stråssa 

What have we seen in the material regarding the housing question? We can see that during the 
whole period both the municipality and the company have subventions for the citizens and 
employees who built their own houses. Before the re-opening of the mine, there is more of a 
dividing between the housing areas contributed for by the municipality and the 
Grängesbergsbolaget. The Grängesbergsbolaget also refers to the housing area as “its” housing 
area, therefore there is no visible cooperation between the two actors here. The company also states 
how much they have contributed for in the society and helped the municipality to finance different 
facilities. 

After the re-opening of the mine there is also a start of center buildings, in which we easier can 
detect a cooperation between the two actors as they finance the same projects in this. As it comes 
to the owner-occupied houses there is no new cooperation detected.  

 

Taking in the literature into the housing question 

When looking to the Grängesbergsbolaget we can see that they wish to front-hold what they have 
done for the society as it comes to houses. In protocols we can see that again, the employees 
questions how things have been handled regarding the houses, as seen earlier they wish to live in 
Stråssa, and here we can see how they wish more subventions for their owner-occupied houses. It 
seems as they take contact with the company as it comes to subvention of houses, in the protocols 
from the municipality there were no signs of citizens that contacted them for subventions or in 
other questions. This can be interpreted as a sign that the employees and the citizens still see the 
industry as the actor that can make a difference, as it is them they contact first handedly. We can 
also see that there is an expectation from the employees to get this sort of help and that as the 
costs of building houses gets higher, they wish for higher subventions. Here however, the company 
marks that they are one of few that still gives this kind of subvention and that many companies 
have stopped this kind of help and grants to their employees.  

                                                
120 Rune Andersson, Lennart Gustafsson, Olle Persson och Ove Ringvall 2020. 
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As seen earlier, this is a time of change, change in roles in the society, here the municipality is 
getting the bigger responsibility and the industry is getting lesser. But, are these protocols giving us 
another view?  

Vikström emphasizes this turn in roles, and this shift in power between municipalities and 
industries, she marks this shift in time to the 1940´s and 1950´s. Before this period, it was “[t]he 
industry who was the dominating building proprietor and who established and adapted requisited 
plans.”121 It is during the 1960´s that the company has gotten the lesser role and the municipality 
has taken over. However, she also emphasizes that even though the great responsibility is put on 
the municipalities by the state, there is still an expectation that the industry should help the society 
in ways like housing subventions. These subventions continue on in to the late 1960´s, it is 
therefore hard to see were the line between the municipality and the company is.122  

Gustafsson and in Bergslagen there is also an emphasizing in the change in roles in the society of 
Sweden during this era. In Örebro, which Gustafsson researches, it is the municipality that takes 
on the big role in establishing new houses and housing areas, this is however also a bigger 
municipality and a town where there are several big industries. He emphasizes this period in time 
as the period when the public sector grows and get established. In Bergslagen they emphasize, like 
Vikström, the cooperation between the industry and the municipality over this period, here too the 
research is concentrated on villages with one big industry – like Stråssa. The power shift is to the 
municipality, but the cooperation is still important in constructing the societies. In both Fagersta 
and Smedjebacken there is still a big responsibility on the companies, in Fagersta for example, HSB 
was established first in 1955. In Smedjebacken it was mostly the employees that on their own 
initiative established housing foundations which got supported by the company. In the 1950´s the 
shift was made and from this period it was firstly the municipalities housing foundations that built 
houses, but again with support from the industry.123  

With Ekström von Essen we have also seen the great responsibility put on the municipalities 
during this era. How the state has stimulated the dwelling by grants, the housing question was 
important in the welfare state. A question and policy that had to be solved by the municipalities, 
they were the ones to build houses in order to develop the people´s home and provide every citizen 
with a good home.124  

In Vikström´s research there is also an account over several cities/villages in how the 
cooperation look like with the municipalities and the companies. Also, Vikström pick up Fagersta 
and how the industry continued to give donations for owner-occupied houses. In both Degerfors 
and Sandviken there is also a big contribution from the companies when building houses during 

                                                
121 Vikström 1998, p. 18. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: ”Företaget var den dominerande byggherren 
och upprättade och antog erforderliga planer.” 
122 Vikström 1998, pp. 14, 18, 33, 155, 239–240. 
123 Chrapkowski 1983, pp. 15–16, 141, 174–175; Gustafsson 1988, pp. 12–13, 17, 138–139. 
124 Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 92–93, 145, 250, 252, 256, 258, 264, 289. 
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the 1940´s and the 1950´s, in Sandviken later on in the 1960´s there were a change in the roles – 
and every actor tried to find their new place in these changing times. In Avesta however, there were 
a housing production in the municipality´s lead. Vikström summarizes it as the bigger industry 
villages/cities where built under the management of the municipalities but with a cooperation with 
the industries.125   

Even though this is the period were the roles has been changed, and the literature shows that 
in the 1960´s the new role had been more established, it is not quite entirely changed yet. We can 
see that the citizens/employees in Stråssa still seem to go to the company instead of the 
municipality. They are used to having the company establishing the housing areas and contributing 
to the society, we can also see that until the mine re-opens in the late 1950´s, the 
Grängesbergsbolaget is till the head contributor to the society, they are still owning the houses and 
properties here, so it is probably an established mind-set in the society since before. A mindset we 
were able to see in the research by Ericsson, the so-called foundry spirit which meant that the 
employees and the managing director of the industry had a close relationship.126 The 
Grängesbergsbolaget also seem to continue the contributions to the society but are also a statement 
and clarification from the company each time the employees ask for contributions that it is a matter 
of the municipality. There is also always statements from the company in what they have done in 
the society and have paid for, this is also something that Vikstöm picks up in her study: 
“Characteristic in this system was that you emphasized the cooperation and at the same time 
created a distinctive image towards the other part.”127 

Chapter 5 Building up leisure time activities 

 

 The build-up of leisure-time activities 

Another theme that is standing out in the source-material is the build-up of leisure-time activities. 
This is a big part of the society, it is important to create a well-being for the citizens and a big part 
of the Social democratic ideology. Who is the driving force behind these sorts of facilities? As 
before, we will look closer to some protocols from the municipality and the company and then 
compare to what the interviews has given. A big part of these facilities and activities is regarding 
sports and the sport associations. 

                                                
125 Vikström 1998, pp. 170, 172, 194, 201–205, 212, 236–237. 
126 Ericsson 2003, p. 22. 
127 Vikström 1998, p. 14. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: “Karaktäristiskt för detta system var att man 
betonade samarbetet, men samtidigt profilerade sig gentemot den andra parten.” 
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The first protocols regard the works council and the archive of the Grängesbergsbolaget. In 
1958 it states that the company is granting some contribution to a football field to Stråssa sport 
association and to a shooting range to the shooting club in Ramsberg. The company has also been 
given a request to contribute to a community house in Storå, here managing director Lundin though 
states that the company first handedly gives contributions to a community house in the society of 
Stråssa.128 

In 1959 the company got a request from the sport association in Stråssa of 20 years guarantee 
of the land that they use, this in order to be able to have subsidy from the Swedish Sports 
Confederation. This is though denied from the company, explained by a difficulty to know how 
the ore stretches out underground. A representative from the company also emphasize that they 
so far have given contributions with 30 000sek to the sports field. During the same meeting, held 
in December, there is a discussion and an unanimity that there is need for a meeting-hall, a sauna 
and a gym in Stråssa, this is decided as a cooperating matter for the municipality, the 
Grängesbergsbolaget and the sport associations in Stråssa.129 

In 1960, in a meeting, in 20th of April, with the works council there is a question regarding the 
leisure time activities from the managing director Lundin. This is a request whether the leisure 
activities should be increased and what the employees would gain from this regarding well-being. 
“Mister Thomaues felt that now that the recruitment almost is done, one had to get more 
possibilities to meet outside of work. Especially at a company where the employees are divided to 
separate housing areas (Storå, Stråssa) and also recently recruited.”130 The managing director 
Lundin finds this desirable but emphasizes that it is a matter for the municipality. However, the 
company should be able to provide a temporary solution for a meeting place. 131 

A protocol from 10th of February 1961 with the works council shows a discussion about leisure 
time activities again. During this meeting there is an accountant of the activities that can be offered 
in Stråssa. One of the members emphasizes the importance of sport activities in the society of the 
period but holds that the sport association in Stråssa do not have the economy needed and 
therefore asks for contribution from the Grängesbergsbolaget. To this, the managing director 
answers that the company already has contributed to a football field and is trying to build up the 
sport field during the next year. Another member feels that the “koncernidrotten” (sports of the 

                                                
128 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1957-1958, 1958 
1957, p. §14 ‘Protokoll fört vid sammanträde med samarbetskommittén vid TGO:S förvaltning i Stråssa fredagen 
den 14 mars 1958’. 
129 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1959-1960, 1960 
1959, p. §5 ‘Protokoll fört vid sammanträde med samarbetskommittén den 29 december 1959’. 
130 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1959-1960, 1960 
1959, p. §16 ‘Protokoll fört vid sammanträde med företagsnämnden den 20 april 1960’. Translation made by the 
author, in Swedish: ”Herr Thomaeus ansåg att nu när rekryteringen i stort sett är avslutad, man måste i större 
utsträckning än tidigare få möjlighet att träffas utanför arbetet. Detta är av speciellt stor vikt på ett företag där 
personalen är fördelad på olika bostadsområden (Storå, Stråssa) och även är nyrekryterad.” 
131 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1959-1960, 1960 
1959, p. §16 ‘Protokoll fört vid sammanträde med företagsnämnden den 20 april 1960’. 
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group of companies) is not up-built enough and that the board should look into this matter. Yet 
another member felt that the sport in the company was satisfying but that the shooting-division 
would need more attention.132 

In protocols from 1964 in the archive of the company and the works council there is a matter 
regarding the bathing place in Storå, a question is raised from the employees requesting help to 
move this place´s location. The company responds that this is a matter that regards the municipality 
but that they will help to send a request to them. This request is looked upon at the municipality, 
but after investigating the matter with the public health committee they deny the request.133 

Now the focus will be the sport association´s own protocols, what do they tell us about the 
leisure time and the build-up around this? In 1959 the association got a message from the 
Grängesbergsbolaget that allowed them to use a barn that is under the owning of the company, the 
same as the year before. They are also granted a contribution of 500sek to the football-section in 
the club.134 

In 1963 there is a copy from the municipal council in Ramsberg which grants the sports club a 
contribution of 55% of the maintenance costs of the sport field. The total cost is 8 000sek, so the 
municipality will contribute with 4 400sek from the year 1964. One condition to this contribution 
is although that the club uses an open bookkeeping and that both the municipality and the 
Grängesbergsbolaget should appoint an accountant each.135 

In 1965 there are several protocols and documents regarding a lit forest track in Stråssa. Here 
there are three actors involved in contributing to this, the company, the municipality and the 
Swedish Sports Confederation. In here we can see that the Swedish Sports Confederation will 
contribute with 5000sek with the condition that the work is done at the latest 31st of December.  
The municipality of Ramsberg will contribute with 5000sek and the Grängesbergsbolaget with 
7 400sek, they will also let property to this lit track.136  

                                                
132 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1961, 1961, p. §7 
‘Protokoll fört vid extra sammanträde med företagsnämnden den 10 februari 1961’. 
133 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1964, 1964, p. §10c 
‘Protokoll fört vid Företagsnämndens sammanträde den 20 mars 1964’; Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, 
Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1964, 1964, p. §10 ‘Protokoll fört vid Företagsnämndens 
sammanträde den 29 september 1964’. 
134 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Stråssa Idrottsförening 1959-1976, 1976 1959, p. 
‘Meddelande till Stråssa Idrottsförening, 28 maj 1959 från TGO Förvaltningen i Stråssa’. 
135 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Stråssa Idrottsförening 1959-1976, 1976 1959, p. 
§74, "Sammanträdesprotokoll 31 oktober 1963, fotokopia från kommunfullmäktige". 
136 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Storådalens Skidklubb 1965-1975, 1975 1965, p. 
‘Kassaberättelse Storådalens Skidklubb verksamhetsåret 1964-1965’; Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, 
Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Storådalens Skidklubb 1965-1975, 1975 1965, p. ‘Delgivning till Storådalens Skidklubb 
från kommunalfullmäktige 17 september 1965’; Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, 
Storådalens Skidklubb 1965-1975, 1975 1965, p. ‘Meddelande till Sveriges Riksidrottsförbund från TGO 
Förvaltningen i Stråssa 13 oktober 1965’; Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, 
Storådalens Skidklubb 1965-1975, 1975 1965, p. ‘Telegram från Riksidrottsförbundet till Storådalens Skidklubb 31 
januari 1966.’ 
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Now we will continue to the documents of the municipality of Ramsberg to see what is stated 
about the leisure time facilities in them. In 1954 the municipality grants a contribution of 2 000sek 
to an ice hockey rink and equipment to play hockey. In 1956 there is a message from the sports 
club to the municipality where they state their gratitude for a contribution of 1 000sek for the ice 
hockey rink. At the same time, they ask for a bigger amount. There is a calculation over the costs 
for the rink in the same message, which states that the costs should be 5 980sek for the rink and 
2 500sek for other equipment. The municipality grants a higher contribution.137 

In a protocol from 22nd of March 1958 there is a request from the sport association in Stråssa 
of contributions to a sports field. The accounted costs to this field are 40 000sek and they are 
counting on the Grängesbergsbolaget to contribute with 30 000sek, why they ask the municipality 
for the remaining 10 000sek. The municipality decides to grant a contribute for 3 000sek.138 

In a meeting in 1960 we can see a request from the sport association in Stråssa and the union 
from the Grängesbergsbolaget´s division in Stråssa, a request that we could see in the company´s 
protocols as well. This is a request to look into the matter of a meeting hall, the municipality decides 
that there should be a cooperation committee looking into this, involving first handedly the local 
government committee and the school board.139 

In protocols from 1965 we can see that the sport association of Stråssa again requests 
contributions, this time it is regarding a tennis court, reparation of the ice hockey rink and a sport 
field. The sport association get granted contribution for the tennis court and the ice hockey rink, 
5 000sek and 4 500sek.140 

Lastly under this section, this thesis will up-hold the discussions of a community house, this 
material is found in the Grängesbergsbolaget´s archive. Here there is notes from a meeting 
regarding a community house in Storå, to this meeting the industries and different associations in 
the area is invited. This meeting is held by the industries and appoints community house, sport 
field and gym because of the plans of a school building in Storå. Here a representative emphasizes 
the enlarged need for activities for, among others, the youngsters in this new industry.  The 
municipality board´s chairman emphasizes that the citizens counts with contributions from the 
industries regarding this matter, especially since it should attract recruitment, he states that the 

                                                
137 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Kommunalfullmäktige 1954-1959, 1959 1954, p. 
§140 "Protokoll, fört vi sammanträde med Ramsbergs kommuns kommunalfullmäktige, 3 december 1956"; 
Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Kommunalfullmäktige 1954-1959, 1959 1954, p. 
§164 "Protokoll, fört vid sammanträde med Ramsbergs kommuns kommunalfullmäktige, 22 december 1956.". 
138 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Kommunalfullmäktige 1954-1959, 1959 1954, p. 
§32 "Protokoll, fört vid sammanträde med Ramsbergs kommuns kommunalfullmäktige den 22 mars 1958 å 
kommunalhuset i Ramsberg.". 
139 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Kommunalfullmäktige 1954-1959, 1959 1954, p. 
§126 "Protokoll, fört vid sammanträde med Ramsbergs kommuns kommunalfullmäktige å kommunalhusets 
sessionssal fredagen den p september 1960, kl. 18.30-20.40". 
140 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Kommunalfullmäktige 1954-1959, 1959 1954, p. 
§39 ‘Kommunalfullmäktige 17 september 1965 kl.18.30’; Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns 
arkiv, Kommunalfullmäktige 1954-1959, 1959 1954, p. §62 ‘Kommunalfullmäktige 20 december 1965’. 
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municipality itself can contribute – “of course”. Regarding a sport field the municipality has a 
condition that the industries must contribute as well if they are to. He also emphasizes that this 
matter is hard to solve entirely as a matter for the municipality, he also states that in Vedevåg (a 
small society near Storå and Stråssa), it was the industry that entirely paid for the sport field. The 
managing director Lundin says: “Managing director Lundin: Regarding the municipality, it is 
surprising that there has not been a coordination regarding contributes from the municipality, it 
should have been done. From the companies’ point of view, we feel that this is a matter for the 
associations and the municipality.”141 However, Lundin states that the company can provide a 
temporary meeting hall. In the end, there is a decision from the association regarding a community 
house that the plans have been cancelled.142  

Regarding facilities for leisure time activities there seem to be contributions from both the 
Grängesbergsbolaget as well as from the municipality. At the same time, it is obviously pointed out 
from both actors that they consider this as the matter and responsibility of the other actor. In 
several of the protocols there are different representatives that emphasizes the need for sports 
activities and the need to be able to offer this, both as a way of attracting recruitment but also as a 
view of the time-period.  

The interview-group about spare-time activities 

Again, the group talks about the help from the company when it comes to developing sport-
facilities. They remember it as the company financing for the ice hockey-rink and that they helped 
with taking care of the sports ground. The municipality, they say, was not very interested in helping 
out with finance or in other ways with the leisure time activities, they had other areas that were 
more important for their organization. In the groups words they talk about the generosity of the 
Grängesbergsbolaget.143 

When talking about this they also get into when the municipality built a new refectory and a 
new gym for the school in Stråssa and how the company helped financing this as well. They state 
that it was thanks to the company that the gym got as big as it was and compares to a village near 
that got a smaller gym because it only was the municipality that financed theirs.144 

                                                
141 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, 1959 Folkets Hus, 1959, p. ‘Anteckningar från 
sammanträde i Storå Folkets Hus måndagen den 13 april 1959’. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: 
”Disponent Lundin: Från kommunens sida bör väl samordning ske för de kommunal bidragen och det förvånar mig 
att detta icke skett. Från företagens sida anser vi att samordningen bör ske mellan kommunen och representanter för 
de olika föreningarna.” 
142 Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, 1959 Folkets Hus, 1959, p. ‘Anteckningar från 
sammanträde i Storå Folkets Hus måndagen den 13 april 1959’1959; Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, 
Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, 1959 Folkets Hus, 1959, p. ‘Meddelande till TGO Förvaltningen Stråssa från 
Föreningen Folkets Hus, 5 oktober 1959’. 
143 Rune Andersson, Lennart Gustafsson, Olle Persson och Ove Ringvall 2020. 
144 Rune Andersson, Lennart Gustafsson, Olle Persson och Ove Ringvall 2020. 
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Analyzing the material of the leisure time facilities 

Again, we can see that both the municipality and the company contribute to leisure time activities, 
such as sport fields. We can also see that employees turns to the company and wishes for more 
contributions for sport activities and says that they wish the sport to be more up-built and to have 
more activities.  

In this question there is a visible cooperation between the municipality and the company in the 
matter regarding the sport field. Regarding this matter, the municipality requests an accountant 
from both the municipality and the company to look into the economy of the sport organization. 

As it comes to the matter of having some sort of community house, a meeting hall with sauna 
and gym the opinion of the two actors are different. The municipality states that the citizens are 
counting on contributions for this by the company, while the company finds the matter as a 
responsibility of the municipality. 

Taking in the literature into the discussion of spare-time contributions 

We can see that the company helps to contribute to different sport-activities, but as it comes to 
meeting-hall and other meeting places they refer to the municipality. One of the contributions is 
to a football field and we can see that the employees wish for the “koncernidrott” to be more 
developed. It seems as the company contributes the most to the football, even though we can see 
that they grant other sports as well. 

This, the contributions from the company is something we can see that Ericsson emphasizes in 
his article, and the importance for the foundry communities with the sport. Ericsson here talks 
about a slightly earlier period but also connects to this research-period and shows how it still is 
important for the companies with sport facilities for the employees. He also showed how the sport 
movements outside of the cities often came around industries such as mining industries, as we can 
see here as well. The football field seem to get the most attention from the Grängesbergsbolaget – 
something we can see fits into the research of Ericsson and Sandviken. Both Ericsson and 
Vikström also talks of Degerfors and the big support and the big investment in the football 
activities for employees. In Norberg´s article we can also see the tradition of worker´s sport, 
something that was developed during the 1920´s.145  

The literature helps us see that there is an old tradition in the “bruksidrott” (foundry sport) and 
with that we can see why the employees wishes for more contributions and a development of the 
sport at the company. Gustafsson also shows that this is a period where citizens generally wish for 
and have a need for more leisure time activities.146 That this is a period when the municipality has 

                                                
145 Ericsson 2003, pp. 21, 33, 35–36; Norberg 1997, p. 125; Vikström 1998, pp. 190–193, 206. 
146 Gustafsson 1988, pp. 14, 116. 
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the greater responsibility for such activities can perhaps be seen in the sharing of costs between 
the company and the municipality, shared on the initiative of the sport organizations. We can also 
see that the company on several times refers to the municipality as their matter. 

In both Mattsson´s and Gustafsson´s research they show that this period is a period when the 
organizations is in a big need for grants from the municipalities. Mattsson also talks of the 1960´s 
as the time when the municipalities develop the different boards for leisure time matters in the 
societies. Gustafsson states that it is during the 1950´s that the grants from the municipalities grows 
and during the 1960´s the period for big developments regarding leisure time facilities is.147  

The next big discussion regarding the leisure time are about the community house, even though 
the final decision was to not build any, the discussion here is interesting and worth to look closer 
to. When we look into the discussions about this, we can see that this is the question where it is 
visible that the roles of the municipality and the company has not yet been established in this new 
era. In the meeting regarding this, the municipality refers to another nearby village where the 
company paid for the entire community house, and the Grängesbergsbolaget refers this as a matter 
for the municipality.  So, here the two big actors refer to each other and are not really clear on 
who´s matter this is. 

In the old tradition it was the industry that contributed and payed for the community houses, 
Vikström shows this in her research. In Degerfors the company contributes with property to a 
community house as late as 1958. Vikström emphasizes that it often was an implied in the society 
that the industry should be organizing the construction of a community house or a meeting hall. 
We can see that this is in the Stråssa case as well. However, we can also see that Vikström, Mattsson, 
Ekström von Essen, Åberg and Gustafsson emphasizes the ideology behind the social democratic 
idea and the importance in this with community houses for the spirit of the community. Especielly 
Ekström von Essen shows how there were a responsibility put on the municipalities during this 
time to make sure there are different meeting halls and sporting activities offered in the 
municipality. This should also imply that a municipality in the welfare state sees the purpose behind 
a community house, which we cannot see in the Stråssa case.148  

Chapter 6 The role of the welfare state 

Let us look closer to the role of the state and the welfare state, can we see their role in the build-
up of Stråssa? Here we have to turn to the previous research to see what kind of institutions that 
are used from the state in order to steer municipalities, and what the values of the welfare state are 
and if these values are possible to detect in this society´s build-up. 

                                                
147 Gustafsson 1988, pp. 116–122; Mattsson 1989, p. 110. 
148 Åberg 1990, pp. 71–74; Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 99, 154–155; Gustafsson 1988, pp. 147–148; Mattsson 
1989, pp. 66–67; Vikström 1998, pp. 178–179, 182, 189, 239. 
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When we started to research the planning of the build-up of a society because of the re-opening 
of the mine, the first discussions came to regard whether to develop Stråssa or Storå. In these 
discussions we can see actors beside the municipality and the company, referred to as authorities, 
such as the head land surveyor, the county architect and the superintendent of the county housing 
board. In this question we can see that the Grängesbergsbolaget mostly refers to these actors 
instead of the municipality as it comes to the planning of where to develop a society. 

These actors are an extension of the state, an extension in order to steer the municipalities. We 
have already been stating that all planning in Sweden were to be with the state´s interest in mind, 
not only the society´s. Hjelmqvist emphasizes that the relationship and communication between 
the municipalities and the state where via county institutions, such as county board and via His 
Majesty, which we also have seen in the protocols. He also emphasizes this time-period, the post-
war period, as the time when it became an increased control from the state in questions such as the 
housing question. However, it is also the period when the municipalities got bigger freedom from 
the state, but as Hjelmqvist states, the municipalities never got total freedom, the state made sure 
to be able to steer the municipalities. One of the measures to having control and to make the 
municipalities to have the economy to be able to do the changes and plans that the welfare state 
wished was to merge several small municipalities in 1952.149 

 Another part that stands out in the research of Stråssa is all subventions for the houses, in this 
case we are concentrated on the subventions from the municipality, the owner-occupied houses. 
These subventions come from the municipality but is again an extension of the state, the welfare 
state and the social democratic values. All the housing subventions were an extension of the state 
in the way that it was regulated in the law of construction for municipalities. They had an obligation 
to provide these kinds of subventions for owner-occupied houses. Again, a way of the state to steer 
the municipalities in a direction. “During the 1950´s, the state subsidies got a distinguished role in 
the debate of the relations between the state and the municipality.”150 The welfare state wished for 
more dwellings to be able to provide for houses for the citizens of Sweden, this responsibility was 
put on the municipalities during this era and became a way to have a social democratic housing 
policy.151  

During this period a value that stood out in the social democratic values was regarding the 
housing policy. The house and the home were a great symbol for the welfare state of Sweden, 
“[t]he good home became a collected symbol for the social democratic good society, the new 

                                                
149 Ekström von Essen 2003, p. 263; Gustafsson 1988, p. 22; Hjelmqvist 1994, pp. 1, 8, 13, 66–67, 69, 84, 104–105, 
272. 
150 Hjelmqvist 1994, p. 61. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: “Under 1950-talet fick statsbidragen en 
framträdande plats i debatten om relationer mellan stat och kommun.” 
151 Chrapkowski 1983, p. 16; Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 92–93, 250, 252, 253, 259–260; Hjelmqvist 1994, pp. 10–
11, 34–35, 61, 83–84, 104; Vikström 1998, pp. 35–36. 
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Sweden.”152 The housing areas were important in the new community and the new solidarity that 
was to be the spirit of the welfare state. Therefore the owner-occupied houses with their own 
garden became an important symbol in the welfare state, and the housing policy. These were the 
smallest units of the welfare state. 153 

In Stråssa we can see through the protocols of the municipality that there was a big 
representation of the owner-occupied houses. This is also something we can see in the interview 
that the citizens talk about and how the municipality remitted the properties to those who had 
taken care of their houses. In the planning regarding the placing of the society we can also see in 
the discussions that the authorities would prefer Storå because of the better possibility to make 
that a modern society with meeting-halls and a modern shopping-center. Further we can also see 
that the Grängesbergsbolaget actually comments on this new housing policy and that they can see 
a difference in their ability to affect the planning of the society and the dwellings. They comment 
on the centralized control of the housing policy. Both in Bergslagen and in Vikström´s research this 
is something emphasized, the centralized policy of the welfare state and the smaller role of the 
companies in this planning, often disliked by the companies.154 

The next big theme and question we looked at is the leisure time activities and facilities, how do 
we see the welfare state here? Here we again have to look at the social democratic idea of the 
period, the idea of community spirit and the need for meeting halls in this. However, we can see 
in Stråssa that the municipality do not want to step in to give grants for this, which should be 
expected when reading the literature. Both Mattssson, Ekström von Essen and Vikström states 
that the meeting halls was an important part of the welfare state and in Vikström´s research we can 
see that in the early 1940´s the state started to contribute to this. To this thesis it should mean that 
we can see grants from the state to organizations for developing community houses, this we cannot 
see here however.155  

Another big part of the leisure time is sports, something we see in Stråssa as well. The sports 
also became a big and important part of the welfare state and the social democratic idea, the 
education and fostering of a healthy and strong people. Therefore this is the period the state hands 
grants to different sport facilities, something that is visible in Stråssa as well. We can see that the 
municipality gives contributions to the organizations, as we have seen the municipalities are steered 
by the state with different policies and regulations. But more hands on, we can see that the sport 
organization has a communication with the Swedish Sport Confederation156 – a state run 

                                                
152 Vikström 1998, p. 46. Translation made by the author, in Swedish: “Den goda bostaden blev en samlande symbol 
för socialdemokratins goda samhälle, den nya Sverige.” 
153 Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 145, 253, 264, 289; Gustafsson 1988, pp. 147–148; Vikström 1998, pp. 21, 45–46, 
214. 
154 Chrapkowski 1983, p. 16; Vikström 1998, pp. 35–36. 
155 Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 99, 156; Gustafsson 1988, pp. 147–148; Mattsson 1989, pp. 66–67; Vikström 1998, 
p. 179. 
156  Nationalencyklopedin. 
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organization for the sport organizations in Sweden, this organization is mentioned and written 
about in Norberg´s, Bairner´s and Eichberg and Loland´s articles. They emphasize this as an 
important tool in the sport politics in the welfare state and as a collecting organization for all the 
voluntary sporting organizations in Sweden. In all these articles, as well as Viktröm, Gustafsson, 
Ekström von Essen and Mattsson all emphasizes the importance of the sport for the state, how 
the welfare society started to put weight on the leisure time and make sure that it would be of value 
for the citizens and the state. With the contribution from the Swedish Sport Confederation, we can 
see the state giving grants to the leisure activities in the society. In Norberg´s research we can also 
see that the municipalities turned to this confederation when wanting state grants.157  

In the source-material of Stråssa we can see that the citizens also speak about the importance 
of having activities for the youth in the society. This is also an ideology of the time and of the 
welfare state, there were a worry of the time that the youth was degenerating and therefore the 
state needed to make sure that the leisure time was educating and helped to foster healthy 
youngsters. Here, the sports were a perfect way of making sure that also the young citizens were 
to be good citizens in the good society.158  

Chapter 7 Conclusion  

What have Stråssa shown, how is a society up-built during the golden days of the welfare state? 
Early on, we could see that the values and ideology of the welfare state and the Social democrats 
were reflected in the build-up. Two of the biggest questions for the Social democrats of the period 
were the housing policy and the significance of the leisure time for the citizens, these were also two 
big themes in the protocols and documents of the municipality. These values were also shown in 
the material from the company, a value in the foundry society as well. The initial discussions in 
developing a society showed an early interference of the state in the planning, but also a significance 
of the employees and citizens in affecting the society´s location. 

In the first discussions the plan was to develop the near-by village called Storå, since this already 
was developed with schools and stores, this was seen as a possibility to develop a modern city by 
the authorities. It was a worry about the sensitiveness of fluctuations which Stråssa had shown 
earlier when the mine was closed in 1923, in Storå however, the authorities believed citizens would 
wish to live whether the mine would close again or not. In this early stage the welfare state is visible, 
the concept of the modern city with modern facilities such as meeting-halls and shopping centers 
was part of the social democratic ideology. The state was also visible in a more direct way as we 
could see that there were discussions and planning with the county architect, the head land 

                                                
157 Bairner 2010, pp. 734, 736; Eichberg & Loland 2010, p. 679; Ekström von Essen 2003, pp. 154–156; Gustafsson 
1988, p. 14; Mattsson 1989, pp. 83, 111; Norberg 1997, pp. 116, 121, 126; Vikström 1998, p. 193. 
158 Ekström von Essen 2003, p. 156; Mattsson 1989, pp. 57–59, 69, 111; Norberg 1997, p. 123. 
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surveyor, the superintendent at the county housing board etc. Another view of the time was the 
awareness of the sensitiveness of fluctuations in the market, a reason to be careful in the 
constructing of a society, as shown in the literature. 

The employees and the citizens were of another point of view in were they wished to live, they 
wanted to live near the working-place. So, in an early stage they questioned the location of the 
society, they wanted to live in Stråssa. When they questioned this, it was not to the municipality 
they turned, they turned to the Grängesbergsbolaget. The literature showed that this is a period 
when the municipalities got more responsibility and the industry, used to be the ones to decide 
over the societies, was no longer the ruling layer of the communities. This period, the late 1950´s 
is still a period when the actors tried to find their new roles, and it is hard to see a difference of 
them in the society, in the 1960´s the literature showed that there had been a little more distinct 
dividing of the roles – even though not entirely. In Stråssa the roles have not been developed even 
during the 1960´s. The employees and citizens turned again and again to the company instead of 
the municipality when requesting something. Here, the roles of the municipality and the company 
are not yet clear, and the citizens are still holding on to the old foundry spirit with the company. 
This complex role of the foundry community, that Ericsson showed through the significance of 
the sport, is probably part of the explanation in why these roles not yet had been established in the 
society of Stråssa. 

This, the foundry spirit that seem to be left in the society, perhaps can be explained by the 
interview group. They uphold early on that they saw Stråssa as a unique society in that it had been 
developed three times during the 1900´s, because of the mine closing and re-opening several times. 
With this, the interviewees said they believed that there was already an industrial feeling in the 
society as the mine re-opened in the late 1950´s. The society were used to be owned by the 
company, they talked about how they could see a difference in the old and the new time, that before 
the re-opening in the 1950´s, everything in the society was owned by the company – now the 
municipality had a part as well. They also stated and talked about how nicely kept the roads and 
the facilities in the society were during the days of the Grängesbergsbolaget´s glory days. 

So, the employees turned to the company and questioned the location of the society – and the 
company stated how little they could affect in this new modern housing policy. However, they were 
still to communicate with the municipality and try to affect them on behalf of the employees, 
something they were able to do. As the citizens turned to the company, wishing to live in Stråssa 
several times, the company affected the authorities. There became a dividing of dwellings, and both 
Stråssa and Storå were developed. The company were able to affect the authorities, they contacted 
the municipality of Ramsberg – who gladly wished to assist in developing Stråssa. That the 
municipality of Ramsberg were glad and willing to cooperate is not surprising, now an industry 
came who provided for economic prosperities. Ekström von Essen emphasized that the state had 
requested the municipalities in Sweden to attract industries to them. A statement reoccurring in the 
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literature is that the welfare state is developed on the prosperities brought by the industries. 
Knowing this, we can also understand that the authorities were affected by the company – there 
were a dependence of the industry. This is also a period when the employees could affect the 
employer, this is the era of the unions- in the social democratic ideology, stated in the research of 
Åberg (ed.).  

So, now Stråssa were to be developed, the citizens had gotten their request – the next step has 
to come, houses. The housing question had a big role in the welfare state – it was the ideology of 
the people´s home, something that is reflected in the protocols and documents – this is a question 
that has gotten much space in the discussions during the development of Stråssa.  

As it comes to developing houses, the company upholds the success of owner-occupied houses 
in their other establishments. Regarding the housing question, the dividing of the municipality and 
the company is visible, the Grängesbergsbolaget are very strict in dividing the housing areas into 
“their” housing area. Here, the company and the municipality are divided in developing different 
housing areas. Both actors are contributing with subventions for the owner-occupied houses. Here 
we can see that the company requests for more houses from the municipality, because the mine 
has been running as counted for, but the municipality, they consider, is not developing houses in 
the same pace. The company states that they have to adopt their recruitment according to what 
kind of houses they can offer in the society – the company knows how to affect the municipality.  

Continuing, we could also see the employees having requests, and again they turn to the 
company instead of the municipality. They wish for more subventions in building houses – again, 
the company states how much they already has done in contributions to the society and upholds 
that many companies have ended the housing subventions. The time period is visible in that the 
company upholds the ending of subventions from industries, and the statement of everything they 
have done for the society.  

Before the re-opening of the mine there seem to be a greater dividing between the municipality 
and the company, they are contributing to different housing areas. After the re-opening, the 
cooperation seems a bit more visible, now they contribute to the same buildings – the constructing 
of a center in Stråssa with apartment-building and stores. 

Besides the housing question, the question regarding the leisure time is big in the welfare state, 
something visible in the protocols and documents of Stråssa as well. The literature emphasized the 
importance of the leisure time in the social democratic idea as a way to foster a healthy and strong 
people and as a tool to educate in the democratic idea. There was a responsibility put on the 
municipalities by the state to make sure to offer the citizens different facilities for sport and 
meetings. We can see that both the municipality and the company contribute to the sport. We 
could see this in the literature as well, the tradition of sport in the foundry spirit.  

Here however, there were a surprising matter in the request of meeting-halls and community 
houses. It is very emphasized in the literature that there were requests and expectations from the 
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welfare state that the municipalities were supposed to offer meeting-halls to their citizens. In Stråssa 
however, the municipality sees this as a matter for the company to contribute to. The old foundry 
tradition has had the industry to contribute to different meeting halls, but in the new period this 
responsibility was put on the municipalities. In the discussions of meeting-halls in Stråssa the 
municipality states that the citizens expect the company to finance for such facility, they even take 
the village of Vedevåg as an example in where the company has paid for everything regarding such 
facilities. The company on the other hand expresses themselves as surprised that the municipality 
not already has a plan for such. When talking to the interview group they too had the impression 
that it was the company that contributed to the leisure time activities, the municipality they said, 
had no interest of it. 

To summon it all - the old foundry spirit seems to still live in the society, both with the citizens 
and with the municipality who also sees matters as the matter of the company. The new roles in 
the society of the municipality and the company is not established and the two actors often sees 
the matters as the other actor’s matter, the citizens however, firstly turn to the company.  

Last comments 

In this thesis, the gender perspective is not taken in, in the research – this thesis regards a working 
place with dominance of men, and the sports that are sponsored for is traditionally seen as male. 
Therefore, this perspective could have been taken in more in this research, it is a deliberately choice 
to not do this, the research would have to take in more material and more time to do this, hence I 
have chosen to limit the research. However, I consider this as an opportunity to do more research 
in the area, since many protocols had the question regarding whether to allow women in the mine, 
working there. 

Another view of this research would to have the opportunity to look closer to the closing down 
of the mine and the consequences coming from this. The material in the archive seem to be 
extensive regarding this question as well. In the material there are documents regarding a committee 
developed to investigate in options in using the mine in order to save as many jobs as possible. 

To compare different societies can also be a way to develop this research, can this late dividing 
of roles between the municipality and the company be seen in other places as well or is the fact 
that Stråssa had been a foundry community earlier a conclusive matter to this? 
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Chapter 8 Sources and Literature 

Unpublished Sources 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Handlingar ang. planering för 

återupptagande av gruvbrytning och uppbyggande av gruvanläggningar. 1952, 1955., 1955 1952 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Kommunalfullmäktige 1954-1959, 

1959 1954 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Stråssakommittén 1956-1962, 

1962 1956 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Handlingar ang. planering för 

återupptagande av gruvbrytning och uppbyggande av gruvanläggningar. 1956, 1956 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Ramsbergs kommun. 

Verksamhets- och revisionsberättelser, 1958 1956 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1957-

1958, 1958 1957 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Ramsbergs kommun, Stråssa 

Centrum, Ramsbergs hem, 1957-1969, 1969 1957 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1959-

1960, 1960 1959 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Byggnadsnämnden 1959-1965, 

1965 1959 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Ramsbergs kommuns arkiv, Stråssa Idrottsförening 1959-1976, 

1976 1959 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, 1959 Folkets Hus, 1959 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1961, 

1961 
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Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Protokoll Företagsnämnden 1964, 

1964 

Kulturhistoriska arkivet, Lindesberg, Grängesbergsbolagets arkiv, Storådalens Skidklubb 1965-1975, 

1975 1965 

Interview source 

Rune Andersson, Lennart Gustafsson, Olle Persson och Ove Ringvall, 2020, March 25, "Intervju 

med Stråssa-bor". 
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