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Goran Ulvang

Manor-house building and economic
growth in Sweden in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries

e Swedish manor has been an object of scienti ¢ interest for more than
years. anks to the art historians we have today a good knowledge
on manorial architecture, interior design and garden design and how
it had changed over timeEconomic historians and geographists have

contributed with studies on manorial economy and geogragnd
ethnologists with studies on manorial lifestyle.

In my research | have strived to combine earlier research from di erent
disciplines in order to understand the connections between the changes
in architecture and design and the changes in manorial economy.
| argue that there was a clear connection between how the buildings
were designed and spatially located, on the one hand, and the estate’s
management, the organisation of labour, household structures and
economic cycles, on the other.

is article is divided into three parts. First | will brie y discuss Swedish
economic and social developments during the  and  centuries. In
these two centuries Sweden underwent some dramatic changes, not the
least through an agrarian revolution, resulting in increased agrarian

1 I'am very grateful to Associate professor So a Murhem, Professor G6ran Rydén and Dr Chris
tina Wedén for valuable comments on the manuscripts.

2 For example: Erik Lundberg: Herremannens bostad. Studier over nordisk och allmént vaster
landsk bostadsplanléaggning. Del 1: Fére 1700-talets mitt. Stockhal@d826Selling: Svenska
herrgardshem under 1700-talet. Arkitektur och inredning 1700-1780. StockholMai98y

Hofrén: Herrgardar och bostallen. En versikt over byggnadskultur och heminredning & Kalmar
lans herrgardar 1650-1850. Stockholm #8@{7Fredric Bedoire: Guldalder. Slott och politik i
1600-talets Sverige. Stockholm 2001

3 For example: Ulf Jonsson: Jordmagnater, landb&nder och torpare i syddstra Sédermanland
1800-1880. Stockholm 1980; Jens Méller: Godsen och den agrara revolutionen. Arbetsorgani
sation, doméanstruktur och kulturlandskap pa skanska gods under 1800-talet. LuNtht989
Olsson: Storgodsdrift. Godsekonomi och arbetsorganisation i Skane fran dansk tid till mitten av
1800-talet. Stockholm 2002

4 For example: Anna-Maria Astrém: »Sockenboarne«. Herrgardskultur i Savolax 1790-1850.
Helsingfors1993 Angela Rundquist: Blatt blod och lilievita hander. En etnologisk studie av
aristokratiska kvinnor 1850-1900. Stockholm R0&e Steinrud: Den dolda o entligheten.
Kvinnlighetens sfarer i 1800-talets hogrestandskultur. Stockholm 2008.
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productivity and a redistribution of land and capital. | will then proceed,
in a second part, with a discussion on how the manors changed during the
period. ese manors, 0 en belonging to the nobility, played an important
part in the agrarian transformation. Sweden, in contrast to popular belief,
was in parts dominated by feudal estates, and at the beginning of the
century the nobility owned about a third of all land in Sweden. is was,
however, a period of contradictions. On the one hand, the nobility gradually
lost many of their privileges, o en to the bene t for the bourgeoisie and
freehold farmers; the prerogative for the nobility to own manors and to
uphold higher o ces was abolished. On the other hand, rapid economic
growth, the expansion of international trade and a supply of cheap labour
made it easier for the manors to remain centres for social life, amusements
and visits. In addition, the period was also characterised by considerable
changes in how the estates were managed, something which might have
contributed to the design and layout of the manor houses. In a third part,

I will concentrate on this latter aspect, of the changing of manor houses
and the surroundings seen over years from an economic and social
point of view.

Sweden during the ™ and ™ century

e rstdecades of the  century were unusually hard in Sweden. In

the country was nally at peace, a er almost  years of unending wars,
with among others Russia, Denmark and the Netherlands, and lost parts
of its empire. Crop failures and pests had hit the population hard, and in
addition, the people had su ered from an extraordinary high pressure
from taxes. e rulers had kept the nobility and gentry in a good mode by
numerous donations of land, land exempted from tax.

A er the peace with Russia, signed in at Nystad, the country
gradually recovered and population began to grow. Taxes were also
lowered and agrarian productivity began to increase. A long lasting
peace and a comparatively political stability, where the parliament rule
instead of a sovereign, also contributed. e following two centuries
are characterised by a steady economic growth, where farming played
the major role, in a similar fashion as seen in other places in Western
Europe duringthe and centuries. Between and Swedish
population grew from . million to . million. e production of
foodstu s grew even faster, due to land reclamation, enclosure movement,
mechanization and breeding of livestock.
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A clear sign of this positive development is that Sweden, a er many
decades depending on imported grain, became a net exporter of grain. e
growing agricultural output also meant that other parts of the economy
could be supplied with labour and foodstu s, as well as increasing
general demand. is, in turn, can be viewed as an important spur for
the development that was to come, with an industrial revolution, with
mechanization, division of labour, etc., urbanization and an even more
rapid economic growth.

e Swedish agrarian revolution had certain special characteristics, but
followed the general pattern; a growing population required foodstu ,
especially grain, with increasing prices followed by land reclamation. More
people could be sustained in farming, which in turn lead to increasing
wages and wealth, which, in turn, increased the demand for other goods,
such as timber, brick, glass and iron for constructing, together with textiles,
furniture, clothes and more exclusive foodstu for the home and life style.

5 Carl-Johan Gadd: Den agrara revolutionen. 1700-1870. Stockholm 2000, pp. 187
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e high proportion of freehold farmers was of importance to the
Swedish development, farmers who owned their own land and thus dared
to invest in it. In the beginning of the  century, they owned about one
third of all land, and by the end of the  century, this proportion had
increased to almost half of all land. Farmers bene ted from a new tax
system, inaugurated at the end of the  century, based on the taxpaying
power of the farm at that particular time. e large reclamation of land
meant that relative tax pressure was reduced. is created a surplus that
could be invested in land and consumption.

e increased demand also meant an enhanced social division of labour,
partly as a growing regional specialization, with towns becoming more
dependent upon trade and manufacturing (from having earlier been
sustained in parts by farming), while the countryside came to develop the
production of raw material, such as timber, ax, hops, etc., or specialized
in cra s like fabrics, clocks or furniture. Partly this also constituted a new
division of labour between households, where the farmers became primary
producers, while the landless to a greater extent became seasonal workers
and cra smen.

e downside of this process became a social division of the population
in the countryside. e number of squires and farmers remained the same,
while the number of landless quadrupled, but in general, everyone became
better o, and there were less famines, lower child mortality and longer life
expectancy.

An important aspect in this development was Sweden'’s gradual integration
into the international trade. In the middle of the  century, large parts
of the world were involved in the exchange of goods; mass production
and cheap labour, including the use of slaves, made international trade a
possibility. Sweden had been an important exporter of iron for centuries
and an importer of salt, grain and textiles. is exchange was now widened
to include exports of herring, grain and forestry products, while fabrics,
sugar, co ee and tea owed into the country. An East-Indian company was

6 Lars Magnusson: Sveriges ekonomiska historia. Stockholm 1997,;@pa@&bhan Gadd:
Den agrara revolutionen (footnote 5), pp..195

" Carl-Johan Gadd: Den agrara revolutionen (footnote 5), pp. 221-230.
8 Lars Magnusson: Sveriges ekonomiska historia. Stockholm 1996, pp. 209
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created with the sole purpose of importing tea for the European market,
using china for ballast.

In Sweden both the agrarian revolution and the increased foreign trade
were the outcome of a co-operation between the state and private initiatives.
e state was well aware of the fact that a large population meant a growing
income from taxes, which in turn was needed for keeping a strong army
capable of defending, and if possible, enlarging the realsmwas
increasingly important when states around Europe, including Russia,
grew stronger. In the long run, Sweden could not compete with their
neighbouring powerful states, and in the beginning of the  century it
had to give up Finland and Pomerania.

During the century, the state also introduced village statutes,
legislated on enclosures and founded agricultural institutes. Manufactories
were subsidized, roads were improved, grain trade was liberalized and city
tolls were repealed. e guild system was abolished in the cities and
in  freedom of business was introduced.

Decisions concerning laws and legislation were usually made by the
parliament. e power of the parliament varied over time, depending on
the present king’s level of ambitions, but in general, the parliament was
very in uential. Four estates were represented; the nobility, the clergy,
the burghers and the freehold farmerg/hen the burghers and farmers
became more wealthy, they also became more involved in parliament
and supported reforms, which bene ted their interests. Quite o en, the
kings gained support from the farmers, as both parties were interested in
limiting the power of the nobility.

At the middle of the  century, the Swedish economy had been growing
constantly for about a hundred years, and a society had came into existence
with a surplus of agricultural products, a population with growing

® Leos Miiller, Goran Rydén and Holger Weiss: Global historia fran periferin: Norden 1600-1850.
Lund 2010.

0] ars Magnusson: Sveriges ekonomiska historia (footnote 8), picd¥dohan Gadd: Den
agrara revolutionen (footnote 5), pp. 190

1 | ars Magnusson: Sveriges ekonomiska historia (footnote 8),.p480ohan Gadd: Den
agrara revolutionen (footnote 5), pp. 190

2 In this article | use the term freehold farfieerthose farmers/peasants who owned their
own land, which could be inherited, leveraged and sold by their owners.

13 Afamous example is when king Gustavus Il pushed through the right for freehold farmers to buy
taxexemptlandinthe parliament 1789, Carl-Johan Gadd: Den agrararevolutionen (footnote 5), p. 201.
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purchasing power, simple industries with technical knowledge, production
of iron, a good supply of wood and, not the least, a large number of landless
people willing to move to the cities and factories. Sweden was thus able to
step into the century of industrialization.

The Swedish manor

Before industrialization land was by far the most important source of
income, especially for the elite in the society. e production of grain, meat,
milk, butter and timber, iron were sources that gave power to the nobility
and other elite families and enabled them a lifestyle and a high level of
consumption. Within this group there was a great interest to expand
production, something which was accentuated from the  century with
growing demand, due to growing populations, expanding world trade
and new trade policies. Intensive management on the estates, enclosure
and technological innovations laid the foundation for higher returns that
strengthened the elite position in society.

As in all European countries, the majority of the Swedish elite was made
up by noble families. ere was comparatively few of them, only between
two and three percent of the populationinthe and  centurieds
in most countries, two categories of nobility existed. One older landed
aristocracy, usually earls or baronets, and one group of newly ennobled civil
servants, o cers and merchants. However, there was no sharp boundary
between them, and they o en mixed economically, socially and culturally.
One of the most important privileges of the nobility was the exclusive right
to tax-exempt landf(alsejord. One third of the total Swedish acerage was
tax-exempt, but in some parts of southern and central Sweden as much as

or percent of the land was in the hands of noble families.

e rest of the elite consisted of wealthy burghers and intellectuals, some
of them soon to become ennobled, and with the economic development
social mobility increased and the elite became increasingly mixed. A er

14 Jonathan Dewald: The European Nobility 1400-1800. Cambridged9B6UIf Jonsson:
Den jordégande aristokratin och moderniteten i Europa under 1800-talet och bérjan av 1900-ta
let — en spanningsfylld och motsagelsefull relation, in: Historisk tidskrift 4/1997, p. 657

5 Jonathan Dewald: The European Nobility (footnote 14), pp. 84

16 Sten Carlsson: Standssamhélle och stdndspersoner 1700-1865. Studier rérande det svenska
stdndssamhéllets upplésning. Lund 1949, pp. 35 and 39.

7 Carl Johan Gadd: Den agrara revolutionen (footnote 5), pp. 42-44.
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, knighting decreased, and the elite thus came to consist of a higher
proportion of non-knighted families.

e solid foundation for the elite’s status, and their execution of power
was the landed estates. In Sweden the estates o en consisted of two separate
parts, and in this article | use the terms maaiod estatee manor was
in most cases a satea property which was fully excepted from taxes
(swedishypperligt fralgeand on which the mansion was situated. e
manor was also a centre for the owners farming, the demesne. Adjacent to
the mansion were barns, stables and cowsheds and other farm buildings.
e farming on the manor was managed by a steward with a couple of
farmhands and some cottagers (swedish: toypkmedless who lived in
small cottages in the out eld on the satemd used as overall assistance.

e estateconsisted of the tenant farms, partly tax exempted land
(swedishallmant fralsg and leased by the tenant farmensho paid a
yearly lease in work, goods and money to the owner of the manor.

The manor — a de nition

Before | venture further into the changes in manorial economy and

buildings, | will brie y describe my de nition of a manor. | have de ned

six criteria, of which a minimum of four must be ful lled in order to be
de ned as a manor.

. A -manor must be a landed property excepted from taxes — a sateri

. A manor must have an estate consisted of tenant farms with tenant
farmers paying a lease.

. A manor must have a di erentiated labour force, and the work was
overseen by a steward or foreman, and undertaken by farmhands, farm
maidens, bond servants and cottagers. ere were also special workers
such as gardeners, carpenters, footmen and maids.

. /A manor must have a high-class main building with a di erentiated
order of rooms, such as hall, drawing-room and bed-chambers for the
family, as well as servants’ quarters.

. A manor must have a garden and/or parks.

18 Sten Carlsson: Standssamhalle och standspersoner (footnote 163nep385

¥ ] use the term tenant farmées farmers on the tenant farms who paid their yearly lease in
work, money and goods to the owner.

2 Goran Ulvang: Betydelsen av att 4ga en herrgérd. Herrgardar, stAndsgardar och geds i Uppsa
la 1an under 1700- och 1800-talen, in: Historisk tidskrift for Finland 2/2013f. pp. 292
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. A manor must have an owner belonging to the elite, noble or non-noble.

rough these six criteria, it is possible to identify what a manor is. e
reason why four criteria are enough is that many manors in historic times
did not ful | all the six criteria, but were still considered by their
contemporaries as manors. Some manors never had any tenant farms and
some of them lacked both main building and park.

Using that de nition we can detect between , and , manors in
Sweden during the  and  centuries. Most of them were situated in
the southern part of the country, in regions characterized by the cultivation
of grain. Most manors were also located in what could be seen as the core
of Sweden, surrounded by towns and places for iron making.

Most of these manors were comparatively small, and the cultivated area,
at the beginning of the  century, was between and hectares; on
average the manors were hectares in Sif¥. crucial importance was
instead the number of tenant farms dependant to the manor.

e Swedish term mantalwas a tax measure based on farm size until the
early  century. Originally a one mantal farm was supposed to support
a farmers family, but through land reclamation a mantal in the early
century could support several families. In and  century central
Sweden the average sized farm was one half mantal.

e tenant farms were unevenly distributed between the manors. In the
county of Uppsala, near Stockholm, and one of the strongholds for the
nobility, around one third of the manors had no estate at all, and another
third had estates with lesser than ve mantatheaning around ten tenant
farms. Only percent of the manors had estates with more than ten mantal
twenty farms or more. On average, a manor had around eight tenant farms.
His Excellency Carl De Geer was the wealthiest person in Sweden in the
beginning of the  century. He owned ten ironworks, ten manors and
about tenant farms, with a total area of over , hectares.

2 Lars Magnusson: Ty som ingenting angeldgnare ar an mina bonders conservation — gods
ekonomi i 6stra Mellansverige vid mitten av 1700-talet (Acta universitatis Upsaliensis; 20). Uppsa
la 1980; Mats Olsson: Storgodsdrift (footnote 3); Géran Ulvang: Herrgardarnas historia. Liv, arbete
och bebyggelse pa upplandska herrgardar. Uppsala 2008, p. 68.

22 Mantalwas a tax measure based on farm size until the e#irleB€ry. Originally a one
mantal farm was supposed to support a farmers family, but through land reclamation a mantal
in the early 20 century could support several familied8hand 19' century central Sweden

the average sized farm was one half mantal.

2 Goran Ulvang: Betydelsen av att 4ga en herrigért¢te 20, p. 307
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2 |The distribuition of nobletax-
exempted land in Sweden in the early
" century. Between and percent
of the land in the central and south of
Sweden was owned by the nobility.
Source: Carl-Johan Gadd: Den agrara
revolutionen. — . Stockholm
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e role of the Swedish nobility changed during the  and centuries,

as it did in Western Europe in general. In many countries they were
challenged by commoners, rising in society through involvement in trade
and state administration, and through marriage and purchase they could
take over manors.In many countries, there was also pressure from
sfurther< below, as peasants began to claim their right to land.

2 Jonathan Dewald: The European Nobility (footnote 14),.p. 188
% David Cannandine: The Decline and Fall of the British Aristocracy. New Hayeri1®90
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4|Categories of owners of manors after their social a liation in southwest Uppland county
to , percent of the total numbers. Géran Ulvang: Herrgardarnas historia. Liv, arbete och
bebyggelse pa upplandska herrgardar. Uppsala pp. and

In Sweden research has foremost highlighted how commoners began to
acquire tax-exempt landrélsejord, during the -and 's. Professor

Sten Carlsson has shown that the exclusive rights to land for the nobility,
practically meant something else already inthe 's. Asearlyas , non-
noble persons of rank were allowed to own tax-exempt land. In , all
non-knighted, including farmers, gained the right to frélsegord in

also to manors. In the mid- s nearly half of the tax-exempt land was in
the hands of commoners, something Carlsson saw as a major contributor
to the reduced power of the nobility.is is however not entirely true,
because many noble and non-noble persons of rank simultaneously bought
land from the free holding farmers. us a lot of the estates could survive
and ourish. It should be noted that this transition to an open land market
was appreciated by many noble families, especially those gihloa€l.
inherited land, but were living in the towns, and with no interest in farming.
When they sold their land they bene ted from the higher prices on land.
When the elite to an increasing extent became non-knighted, ownership
of manors followed. In , it is estimated that only around percent of

% Sten Carlsson: Standssamhalle och standspersoner (footnote 16),. pp. 275
77 Goran Ulvang: Betydelsen av att 4ga en herrigart@te 20, p. 315
2 Carl-Johan Gadd: Den agrara revolutionen (footnote 5), p. 203.
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manors were owned by noble families, percent by non noble persons of
rank and the remaining ten by freehold farmers.

e freeholders were, as mentioned, those who gained most from the
agrarian revolution, and already at the end of the  century, they started
to purchase the smaller manors. Some peasant families continued to run
them as they had ran their freeholds, with family members as the main
work force, while others became squires, with everything that went with
it. eir sons were sent to military schools and universities and their
daughters married into burgher or noble families.

Especially during the century, many new manors were built,
particularly around the towns. Here, as in many other European countries,
the towns became increasingly vital for the economic, social and political
life. Since long, earls and baronets had town houses or apartments, to be
close to the court, parliament, central administration and the social life
that went with it. e new manors were built by civil servants or wealthy
merchants and cra smen. e improved roads meant that you could live
in the country, and still have rapid access to the towns.

More noble families choose in towns instead of in the country, which
can partly explain why they le the manordBut there were additional
reasons as well. One seems to have been that it was increasingly di cult
for the noble families to transfer their land to the next generation. More
children survived, partly due to the decreased infant mortality, at the same
time as land prices kept rising, which made it more di cult for one child
to buy out the others. It is probably no coincidence, that the inaugurations
of entailed estates, where one child inherited it all, became more common
during the  century.

2 Goran Ulvang: Herrgérdarnas historia (footnote 21), pp. 134 and 233.

% Goran Ulvang: Herrgardarna Ullvi och Grond. Din sol, din himmel. Kopingshoken 2005,
pp. 171f.

3 Gosta Selling: Saterier och gamla gardar i Stockholmstrakten. Stockholm 197 Gpmri0
Ulvang: Svenska herrgardar. Uppsala 2011, p. 47.

32 Mark Girouard: Life in the English country house. A social and architectural history. New
Haven, pp. 215 Géran Ulvang: Hus och gard i forandring. Upplandska herrgardar, bostéallen
och bondgardar under 1700- och 1800-talens agrara revolution. Uppsala 2004, p. 145.

% Jonathan Dewald: The European Nobility (footnote 14), pp. 48.; Goran Norrby: Adel i
forvanding. Adliga strategier och identiteter i 1800-talets borgerliga samhélle (Diss). Uppsala
2005, pp. 197

¥ Goran Ulvang: Herrgardarnas historia (footnote 21), p. 140.
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The Swedish manor in change

As already mentioned, the period from to  was an era of strong
agricultural growth in Europe. e more intense management of the
manors took di erent forms depending on the countries’ legislation, the
relationship between rulers, nobles and peasants, as well as the natural
geographical conditions. In Britain, for example, a capitalist agriculture
was developed where landlords were rentiers, while leaseholders became
capitalist farmers.In Schleswig the production was concentrated to the
manors and subordinate farms with intensive production of cereal and
milk, managed with married farmhands and -maids as labor.

In Sweden the shi towards a more intensive management came during
the second half of the  century. Until then most manors was driven
mainly with the help of the day labourers of the tenant farmers. Manors
without estates were usually managed with farmhands and cottagers, or
leased to a non-noble person of rank or a farmer. In the light of the rising
demand, particularly grain, the reclamation of land intensi ed. In the
cereal regions the arable land doubled or tripled in area, while in the
woodlands the land could expand up to ten times.

e reclamation of land on the manors was to a degree performed by the
tenant farmers and cottagers. It was though di cult to make them work
harder. If they were forced, there was a risk that they would mismanage
their farms and cottages instead, with decreasing rent as a réswhs
also very di cult for the owners to buy more farms, and thereby increase
the amount of tenant farmers on the estates. Many of the farms sold on the
open market at this time, was bought by free holding farmers.

Instead the owners began to increase the demesne by incorporating
the tenant farms which lay in the vicinity of the manor. By doing so, the
owners increased the control over the production. e tenant farmers
o en had to walk long distances to work at the manor elds and did not
care too much about their own elds either. By evicting them and replace

% Gordon E. Mingay: Land and society in England 1750-1980. Londgyp1894

% Carsten Porskrog Rasmussen: Reetgods og hovedgardsdrift. Godsstrukturer og godsokonomi
i hertugdémmet Slesvig 1524-1770. Aabenraa 2003, pp. 374

3 Carl-Johan Gadd: Den agrara revolutionen (footnote 5), p. 232.
% lbidem, p. 212.
% lbidem, pp. 202-204.
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51 The reclamation of land was intense during the” and ™ centuries. On the manor Husby

in Gryta parish, Uppland county, the arable land doubled between and . A lot of the
heavy work transforming woodlands, meadows and pastures into elds was carried out by
cottagers in the out elds. The next generation of cottagers were moved away to new areas
were the work continued.

them with farmhands, e ciency improved radically. e farmhands lived
at the manor, and were managed by a foreman or a steward.

e increased income on the manors at this time, together with the low
prices on labour, made it possile to employ more quali ed personnel. Beside
more stewards and foremen it became more common with blacksmiths,
carpenters, shoemakers and foresters on the manors. Gardeners, for
instance, where rare on smaller manors in the early ’s but in the end
of the century every manor had one. is coincided with the growing
interest for gardening in Sweden.

e breakthrough for the manorial capitalistic farming took place
between and , atime with crop failures, economic recession, and

40 Mats Olsson: Storgodsdrféigtnote 3, pp. 350
4 Asa Ahrland: Den osynliga handen. Tradgardsmastaren i 1700-talets Sverige. Stockholm 2006.
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Goran Ulvang: Herrgéardarnas historia. Liv, arbete och bebyggelse pa upplandska herrgérdar.
Uppsala ,pp. and

rising wages on labour.is meant that the average area farmed on a
manor increased from to hectares in the end of the  century.
Some manors expanded their farmed land from to hectares.

2 Ulf Jonsson: Godsens férandring under 1800-talet: omvandlingsmonster och e ekter pa
befolkningsutvecklingen, in: Bebyggelsehistorisk tidskrift 1985, p. 9

# Jens Mdller: Godsen och den agrara revolutidoetntte 3; Mats Olsson: Storgodsdrift
(footnote 3; Goran Ulvang: Herrgdrdarna histto@r{ote 23, p. 78
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Capitalistic farming became most common on manors with small estates
in the cereal regions. In the end of the  century there were hardly any
tenant farmers le at all. Only in manors with very large and scattered
estates, or those which were located in the woodlands, where it was
di cult to rationalize the production, tenant farms came to exist beside
the demesne. e rent, however, was usually converted to monetary leases.

e expanded demesne, with bigger elds and fewer ditches, facilitated
for mechanization and cultivation of crops. e manors became suppliers
of cereal, milk, butter and timber for the growing cities.

The household

| argue that the transformation to the manorial capitalistic farming also
can be understood as a result of changes in the labour organization on
Swedish manors. Most manors were, as mentioned above, small, and the
owners household was small as well.

An average manor household around  consisted of the squire, his
wife, their children, a valet and a housekeeper, two or three farm maidens
and two or three farmhands, all together only to persons. e farm
maidens and the farmhands were unmarried and lived with the owner
family or close by. Some of the farm maidens worked in the house and
others in the stables, where they cared for the cows, pigs and hens. e
farmhands cared for the horses and oxen.

As mentioned above, the need for more farmhands increased when
farming expanded in the late  century. When farmhands had to be
employed instead, the average number grew from two or three to eight or
nine, on average around six. Some manors had or even farmhands.
ey all had to be kept within the manor household, and be given food and
clothes. Such large household became di cult to run, with a lot of work
for the owners wife, who was responsible for the running of the household.

is is perhaps one of the most important reasons why the manors
started to employ married farmhands instead. us, the employees had to

44 Goran Ulvang: Jordbruk, hushall och bebyggelse pa Sjo6 under 300 ar, in: Karl Johan Eklund, Hans
Noman and Gdran Ulvéang (eds): Sjoo slott. Tradition och manifestation. Stockholr@22D08, p.

4 UIf Jonsson: Godsens forandring (footnote 42), pp. 11

46 Mats Morell: Det svenska jordbrukets historia. Jordbruket i industrisamhallet. Stockholm 2002
pp. 8492

47 Goran Ulvang: Jordbruk, hushall och bebyggelse paf&pirote 44, pp. 117.
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8/The employees at the manor Husby gard in Gryta parish, Uppland county, in the enaof th
century. The photograph is taken at the yearly haymaking in the landscape garden. Photograph
at Husby manor, Orsundsbro.

make their own households, and take responsibility for their own cooking
and mending of clothes, from a yearly ration of money and goods. is was
also a result of the social di erentiation that took place. ere were many
young men and women, who never would get the opportunity to run their
own farm, but instead had to make their living on the manors. From the
point of the owner, this was a bene cial development. It meant that you
could employ farmhands who were providers, and thus more compliant
and hard-working. And it made the burden of the owner’s wife easier. She
could now focus more on social and cultural tasks. e manor households
now decreased and in the end of the  century, they consisted only of the
family and a couple of house servants.

The ™ century manor

e century had witnessed an intense building activity at the manors
around the kingdom, especially during the period to , when
noble families had received vast donations of land from the king. Before
that period only a handful manors were provided with houses of some
magni cence. Counts and barons invested large sums of money and
work in their manors, replacing old houses of timber with brick stone
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91The layout of Gryta manor, Gryta parish, Uppland county, in the eaflycentury. The typical
Swedish manor was divided into the court yanhéngard), where the main building, dwellings
for the farmhands and storehouses were situated, and the stabledugard), livestock stables
and where the unthreshed grain was kept.

palaces, designed in Italian or French baroque style. e surroundings
were provided with symmetrical gardens and long avenues, symbolizing
the power of the noble families in society and in the region.

A majority of the early  century manors had small main buildings
made from timber, and many of them had a resemblance to the houses
built by the freehold farmers. However, the mansions di ered from the
farmers dwellings, by being painted in red and had sometime the owners
family weapon placed above the entrance. e French baroque, with its
symmetrical shape, was the ideal, but hard to ful Il on these smaller manors.

e farms were divided into two parts: the Court yaran@ngard,
where the mansion, wings and storehouses were situated, and the stables
(ladugéard, where horses, cows, oxen, sheep and pigs lived and the
unthreshed grain was kept. e stables were o en built around a quad.

e occasional building such as horse stable for riding horses, garner and
gardener’s cottage were scattered between the court yard and the stables.

e court yard consisted of the mansion and a couple of wings with
a kitchen and rooms for the farmhands, farm maidens and guests.

8 Fredric Bedoire: Guldaldtrotnote 2.
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101 The main building at Héja manor, Gryta parish, Uppland county, in the earfycentury.
The building was erected in the year  and is typical for the period. The roof, a gable roof
with a vertical part in the middle, called a séteri rosfas very common on Swedish mansions
between and .Photo: Wallin , Nordiska museet, Herrgardsundersokningen k. n.

111The design of the main building aBjelkesta manor, Giresta parish, Uppland county. The
house was built in  and probably designed by the famous Swedish architect Nicodemus
Tessin the younger. It had a typical symmetrical layout with a dining room in the centre with a
suite on each side, one for the squire and one for the wife, each consisting of a drawing room,
a bedroom and a cabinet. By the vestibule there were two smaller suits for grown up children
or guests.
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121The layout of Gryta manor, Gryta parish, Uppland county, in the eaflycentury. The manor

had changed completely during the last hundred years, compare in gure . The manor had a
larger, two storey house, two identical wings, a symmetrical garden, and the distance to the
stables had been widened. Between the court yard and the stables lay the grain storage, stables
for the riding horses and a carriage house, all of them farm houses with high symbolic value.

Sometimes there were also horse stables, a pig house and a turkey house.
e mansion was o en rather small, with only six or eight rooms, but if
possibly built in the French style, totally symmetric with a vestibule and
hall in the centre, with drawing-rooms and bed-chambers on the sides.

At the end of the  century, a er the rst period of economic growth,
Swedish manor owners were nally able to actually adopt the French
baroque. e court yard and the garden were symmetrically shaped, with
an avenue leading up to the manor. As pointed out earlier, gardeners
became common during this period, which made it possible to maintain
gardens for pleasure, not only for subsistence.

e stables were usually kept in the same place, for practical reasons
as it was close to the elds. O en, the stables were placed in front of
the main building and near the avenue, which was handy as the gentry
could avoid the view of charts, labour and animals. However, the farm
buildings had become much larger than they had been before, mirroring
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the increased farming land area, as well as the size of the livestock, and
a more pronounced irregularity can also be detected in the shape and
structure of the farm buildings.

e court yard, however, kept its symmetry, and also became cleaner, as
horses and pigs were moved to the stables. Overall the houses in the court
yard became larger and of better quality, as a result of the increasing wealth.
e foundation of the houses was improved by better explosives technology,
the timber walls were covered in wainscot or plaster, painted in bright
colours, and the roofs were provided with boards or tiles instead of turf or
straw. e new buildings were also provided with cellars for storing food.

e kitchen, previously o en in the main building, was also moved to one
of the wing buildings. It had to serve both the family and the employees in
the growing manor house household, and was in operation almost round
the clock. Hence, the family avoided running, noise and kitchen smells and
the presence of servants. Instead, food was brought into the main building
and served in the dining room. e farmhands had their meals in the
kitchen or in an adjacent roomTo have two kitchens, one for the family
and one for the farmhands, seems to have been unusual, probably because
of the costs of having two sets of kitchen personnel and equipment.

On average, the main building had ten to twelve rooms, and was thus
considerably larger than before, and built in the French style, if possibly
made of brick stone. Many owners though, preferred timber houses
because they were easier to heat during winter and had less problems with
dampness during the spring and autumiany of them were built in
two oors, with room for storage and servants on the rst oor, while the
family lived on the second oor. e family quarters were extended with
more drawing rooms and bed rooms, mirroring the increased possibility
for social life and amusement. e rooms were equipped with e cient tiled
stoves instead of open re places, which improved the climate of the rooms.

4 Goran Ulvang: Hus och gard i forandriagtgote 33, pp. 122
%0 lbidem, pp. 126128

5t Two kitchens occurred only in the biggest manors, as at Sjod manor in Holm parish, Uppland,
Goran Ulvéang: Jordbruk, hushéll och bebyggelse paf@pirote 44, p. 129

5% Goran Ulvang: Herrgardarna historia (footnote 21),.p. 197
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131 Ryda manor, Nysétra parish, Uppland county, in . Drawing by Gustaf af Sillén. Many of

the manors were situated in the cereal regions where the ongoing land reclamation led to a

shortage of pastures, which in turn led to increased grazing in the woodlands. As seen on this
drawing there are no trees in the woodlands behind the mansion, just junipers. The only trees
left are those in the small landscape garden surrounding the main building. In the foreground of

the drawing, the meadows, which after the haymaking were used for grazing. Nationalmuseum,

Sweden, NMH /

141The mansion aBtora Barby manor, Giresta parish, Uppland county, was erected in . The
building was a one storey house with the family quarters situated in the south. As can be seen
the house was built in a French rococo style with the dining room in the centre, and with the
wife’s suit, to the east, with a big drawing room, a bed room and a cabinet, while the huskand
suit in the west were smaller. The servants room were situated on the north side and in the attics.
A novelty was the corridors for the servants.
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151The layout on Husby manor,
Gryta parish, Uppland county, in
the early ™ century. This manor
was comparatively small, but the
owners had made their very best
to ful | the French symmetrical
style. The main building had two
wings, a kitchen in the east and
a wing for the farmhands in the
west. Next to the west wing the
grain storage. The stables were
situated in front of the court yard
with its garden.

Capitalistic farming and the manor

e typical mid- century manor was a product of the transition to
capitalistic farming and expanded demesmemanors were now
dominated by large conglomerations of outbuildings. New construction
methods could be used, thanks to the rich access to iron, wood and
concrete stemming from the industrial revolution, and thus, building
could be constructed larger and more e ciently. It was impossible to nd
room for all the new buildings in the old site, and hence, the symmetry of
the arrangements was broken.

e transfer to capitalistic farming where servants had their own
household contributed to this development. Servants with their own
household needed not to live close to the manor house kitchen in the wing,
but could be situated wherever most practical, o en close to production.
Special dwellings for workers were built close to the stables, each for two,
three, four or more families.

e manors thus became more irregularly shaped, as buildings were
erected wherever it was enough space for them. is in turn most likely
also contributed to dissolving of the symmetrical ideal, which came to be
increasingly contested; the ideal now to be the cultivated landscape and

5 Goran Ulvang: Hus och gard i forandring (footnote 32), pp. 106-121.
% |bidem, p. 112
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161 The lay out on Husby manor, Gryta parish, Uppland county, in the latecentury. With
capitalistic farming, with its increased arable land and live stock, larger farm buildings was
needed. It was impossible to nd room for all the new buildings in the old site, and the new
barns, stables and cow sheds were erected where space allowed. Hence, the symmetry of the
arrangements was broken. The wings were demolished. At his time the farmhands had their own
households and did not have to live close to the manor house kitchen in the wing. Instead they
lived in special dwellings for workers, near the production. The kitchen had moved into the main
building where it served the family and the house servants. A landscape garden surrounded the
main building, as a bu er zone towards the agriculture practices and workers.

the Palladian villa. Around the court yard landscaped parks were laid out,
0 en in an already existing meadow or pastures close to the manor house,
and still used for harvesting or grassing, but enriched by walking paths,
arbours and follies.

When the workers had their own household and placed in workers
dwellings, it also meant that it was possible to break up the symmetry of
the court yard. e wings could be demolished, and the kitchen was moved
into the main building, since it now only served the family and house sta .
In the end of the  century, many manor houses were situated as villas
surrounded by a landscaped park, functioning as a barrier to farming and
the employees.

% |bidem, pp. 126128
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17 1The design of the main building
at Landsberga manor, Biskopskulla
parish, Uppland county, from

by architect Gustaf af Sillén,
who had the Villa Rotonda by
Palladio in mind. This kind of
quadratic house was extremely
rare in Sweden because of the
costs to build, maintain and to
heat them. The design shows
some of the new features in the
early ™ century. The owner and
his wife lived together in one suit,
containing a dining room in the
centre, a drawing room, a cabinet,
and a bedroom with an adjoining
nursery.

Finally, the main building. Until about , they became increasingly
larger, now having approximately to rooms. ere were multiple
halls, drawing-rooms and parlours for social life. e owners wife now had
more leisure time for visits, when the household had become smaller. e
husband and wife now lived in a suite with adjoining nursery. e houses
were clearly divided into family rooms on the one hand, and servants’
quarters and kitchen/pantry on the other, a result of an increasing social
di erentiation in society at large. e servants now moved about invisibly,
through special service corridors and stairs.

But we need to keep in mind that for most owners, such houses could only
be fully used in summer. During the winter, heating costs were so high, that
only three to ve rooms were used for living. At the larger manor houses,
made from stone, it was not unusual for the family to live in a timber
wing, which would be easier to heat. We know from several manors that
drawing-rooms and parlours were used during winter for storing grain!

Manor-house building and economic growth

It is important to point out, that the renewal of the main buildings and
their surroundings mainly took place during certain periods, i.e. periods
of strong economic growth: to , to and to .In

between, construction work was less frequent.

% |bidem, pp. 136147
57 lbidem, pp. 148150















