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Abstract 
Journalism plays a central role in the liberal democratic society and it enables the citizens to make 

informed decisions. In a local community it also holds many social functions such as creating a 

common local identity and a geographical belonging. This study investigates different aspects of 

local journalistic output such as news outlets, news topics, democratic value dimensions, framing, 

original reporting and sourcing. The output includes all types of published material from legacy 

media organizations. 

 

The method has been to make a quantitative content analysis of all the journalistic output 

produced in seven randomly picked days between July 1 of 2014 and June 30 of 2015 in three 

different municipalities - Malå, Tranemo and Sandviken. They are all manufacturing 

municipalities and represents one small, one medium sized and one large community within this 

type. 

 

The result of the analysis shows that a majority of the news items is produced by the local 

newspapers. They are the key stone media in these municipalities and without the newspapers 

there is a low number of local news produced by public service media. Sports is the biggest news 

topic in total but it is especially Sandviken who has the highest ratio of sports news. The 

democratic values of reporting on societal actors who disagree, decision-making authorities, 

policy plans and actors concerned are not commonly used.  

 

The framing of the news is mostly individual and episodical but that can be explained through 

the high ratio of sports news. In the more democratically relevant news about politics, economy 

and social issues, the framing is mostly public and thematic. A large proportion of the news is 

produced by original reporting with a byline. Letters to the editor is also a common type of 

content. When it comes to sourcing one third of the news content is not mentioning any sources 

at all. Sourcing is mostly common in the sports news. 

 

The study finally discusses how the local journalistic output seems to relate to democratic 

functions and social identity. Future studies of more municipalities or qualitative studies of 

citizen views or journalistic working methods would be ways of creating a deeper understanding 

of the state of local journalism. 

 

Key words: Local journalism, content analysis, news ecology, democracy, social identity 
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Sammanfattning 
Journalistiken spelar en central roll i det liberala demokratiska samhället och möjliggör för 

medborgarna att fatta informerade beslut. I lokalsamhället har den även sociala funktioner som 

att skapa en gemensam lokal identitet och en geografisk tillhörighet. Denna studie undersöker 

olika aspekter av lokal journalistisk produktion, det vill säga alla typer av publicerat material från 

de traditionella medieföretagen). Den tittar på vilka som producerar, vilka ämnen det rapporteras 

om, demokratiska dimensioner i rapporteringen, gestaltning, ursprung och källanvändning.  

 

Metoden som har använts är en kvantitativ innehållsanalys av all journalistisk produktion under 

sju slumpvis valda dagar mellan 20140701 och 20150630 i tre olika kommuner - Malå, Tranemo 

och Sandviken. De är alla tillverkande kommuner och representerar en liten, en mellanstor och 

en stor kommun från denna kommungrupp.  

 

Resultatet av analysen visar att majoriteten av nyheterna är producerade av lokala dagstidningar, 

som därför spelar rollen av så kallad key stone media. Utan tidningar står exempelvis public 

service-radio och tv för en relativt liten del av bevakningen. Sport är det vanligaste nyhetsämnet 

och Sandviken har mest sportbevakning av alla. De demokratiskt viktiga dimensionerna som 

belyser samhällsaktörer som är oeniga om centrala frågor, beslutsfattande organisationer, 

policyplaner och berörda aktörer inkluderas i en låg andel av materialet.  

 

Gestaltningen av nyheterna är oftast individuell och episodisk men detta kan kopplas till den 

höga andelen sportnyheter. Inom mer demokratiskt relevanta ämnen som politik, ekonomi och 

sociala frågor är gestaltningen oftast samhällelig och tematisk. En stor andel av nyheterna är 

egenproducerade och med en byline. Insändare är relativt vanliga. En tredjedel av 

nyhetsmaterialet redovisar inga källor alls. Sportnyheterna använder sig mest av källor.   

 

Slutligen diskuteras hur den journalistiska nyhetsproduktionen relaterar till demokratiska 

funktioner och social identitet. Framtida studier om fler kommuner eller kvalitativa studier kring 

medborgarnas uppfattning eller om den journalistiska arbetsprocessen kan fördjupa bilden av den 

lokala journalistiken ytterligare.  

 

Nyckelord: lokaljournalistik, innehållsanalys, nyhetsekologi, demokrati, social identitet 
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1. Introduction 
 

This study started in connection with NODE, The Ander Centre for Research on News and 

Opinion in the Digital Era at Karlstad University. NODE investigates what happens to the legacy 

news media - and the daily newspapers in particular - on different levels of society when they are 

being challenged by new forms of media production. The local perspective and local news media 

is an area that is somewhat understudied and I set out to create a study that would deepen the 

understanding of local news in Sweden of today. 

 

During the timeframe of this study of local journalism the object of the investigation has been 

constantly changing - in a negative direction. 13 of 70 reporters at the local news media producer 

"Mitt i" are getting let off - or as the CEO Erik Norberg puts it: their job description will no 

longer be local journalist but "hired journalists"(Lundqvist, 2016). He refers to the financial 

problems as the reason for why some of their local journalists no longer can be just journalists. 

Their new job description will be to create content on behalf of commercial actors, a 

phenomenon also called native advertising. 

 

In Dalarna, the local editorial office for Dalarnas tidningar in Hedemora is shut down by the 

owner Mittmedia. The editor in chief Carl-Johan Bergman says that Hedemora will be covered by 

multi-journalists working from a distance and that the reporters will stay in touch with the 

community through social media and other channels (www.journalisten.se April 22 2016). 

 

These are just two of many recent examples and the changes are happening more or less under 

the radar, without big debates in national legacy media or social media. Do the local journalistic 

output meet the democratic and social needs that we expect from it? This study will try to answer 

that question. 

 

1.1. The role of news media  
Scholars have for the last decade or more tried to understand the still ongoing structural 

transformation of the news media (Picard 2010). The impact of digital networked technologies is 

an unfinished revolution that is changing how we communicate, get informed, share content, are 

advertised to and get entertained. In this disruptive media landscape print media is being 

challenged, business models are changed and journalistic work methods are altered.  
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The local perspective of the news media has sometimes been neglected in the academia as well as 

in the general media debate (Kleis Nielsen 2015 a, Friedland et al 2012), even though researchers 

and other regulatory institutions have presented many negative reports on shut downs of local 

newspapers and harsh staff cuts in both Europe and the rest of the Western world (Pew Research 

Center 2015; Nygren, Althén 2014; Abernathy 2014; Franklin 2006; O'Donnell, Hutchinson 

2011).  

 

So why is the local news media important? This question can be answered from several 

perspectives. The first and probably the most important function is the role of news media in the 

democratic society. In a liberal democracy the citizens need reliable and credible information to 

be able to make rational choices.  Looking at the individual level, people get information about 

the world from personal experiences, dialogues with other people and through mediated 

information - in private and institutional settings. Information about society and political matters 

is mostly spread through the news media (Strömbäck, 2015). As a matter of fact the 

representative democracy of today cannot function without journalists monitoring the elected 

politicians in power (Barnett 2009, Barnett & Townend 2014, Truedson, 2015). This includes all 

levels of society - not just the national or regional but also the local level. Therefore the local 

media plays an important role for both individuals and the public society.  

 

The news media holds a political importance in spreading information that the citizens need to 

make informed decisions (Kovach & Rosenstiel 2014, Strömbäck 2015). But it is also important 

on a social and cultural level. The news media shapes our sense of belonging to a certain 

geographical place and helps us to navigate in the community and its social networks - to 'orient' 

ourselves towards each other as Rasmus Kleis Nielsen (2015) put it. To be able to meet these two 

societal needs, the journalistic reporting has to live up to certain standards in different ways. 

Reinemann, Stanyer, Scherr and Legante (2012) has created a conceptual framework that aims to 

understand news content and its political relevance. This includes the topic dimension, the focus 

dimension and the style dimension. The aim of the framework is to see how the content is 

addressing societal groups and structures to enable the individual's possibility to grasp events in a 

more complex way.  

 

Another dimension that is important for understanding journalistic output is the matter of 

original reporting - who has produced the news content - and the use of sources - who is 

mentioned (Kleis Nielsen 2015 a). 
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To study local journalism you have to start by looking at the public political organizational 

structure and how the media system covers this. The Swedish political system is based on 290 

separate municipalities with a high degree of self-governing and independence (www.skl.se 2016). 

The local news coverage has traditionally been produced by local newspapers. The public service 

media with TV and radio broadcasting (Sveriges Television, SVT and Sveriges Radio, SR) are 

covering the whole country but are produced from regional news desks (www.svt.se and 

www.sr.se). The consolidation, ownership and production concentration in the newspaper 

industry has been a long process where many of the local newspapers have been shut down. 

(Truedson 2015) The regional newspapers are in fact the place where the local news is published 

in many cases. The local journalists are employed regionally but can be stationed locally - or at 

least have the task of covering several municipalities where they just go when there are obvious 

news events to report on.  

 

A recent quantitative study from the Swedish Institute of media studies shows that 68 of 290 

municipalities in Sweden no longer have a local editorial office, due to recent downsizing and 

centralization (and as was mentioned in earlier this number has grown already). The total number 

of newspaper journalists has decreased with 25 percent in the last decade (Bergvall, 2015). 

Contradictory, the study finds that the news coverage of local political affairs is in fact increasing 

between January 2012 and June 2015, in most municipalities. Bergvall points out that this might 

have different explanations, such as higher efficiency due to digitalization or that sources of 

political information is easily accessible and therefore cheap to cover. She also underlines that 

more research is necessary to answer the question of what the quality of the local political 

journalistic output have. There are also other researchers pointing to the fact that we do not have 

much data on local journalistic output (Institutet för mediastudier 2015, 2016).    

	

1.2. Purpose and research questions 
Local news media has political and social functions for the local community. To understand how 

these functions are played out you can operationalize different dimensions of the media content 

to see how they fulfill these needs of the local community. The aim of this study is therefore to 

analyze and compare journalistic output in three Swedish municipalities with similar 

characteristics.  

The research questions are:  

RQ1. Who is producing the news content - which are the news outlets and are they 

connected to each other? This question is interesting from an organizational perspective. What 
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type of news outlet creates actual new news? Within research on local journalism the concept of 

key stone media is important and therefore this study will aim to capture who they are, since that 

has political implications for the local democracy. When mapping the major news producers, we 

can also try to understand how the news producers' aim and direction might influence the local 

output. The use of syndication practices also gets discovered when relating news items to news 

outlets. This also puts a light on the news ecology system and how different news outlets are 

connected to each other. 

 

RQ2. What kinds of news topics are covered in the three different municipalities? This is 

important for both the democratic and the social needs of the community. We already know 

from Bergvall's study (2015) that the number of news items concerning political matters in the 

Swedish municipalities has increased between 2012 and 2015. But what is the ratio of the political 

news in relation to other topics? Economy/business and social issues like education, migration, 

health etcetera are also important to cover from the local perspective - democratically relevant 

news is the term that will be used to label this broad category. The social identity aspect includes 

news about events and people in the community, and that includes sports, culture and other 

community matters.   

 

RQ3. How is the local journalistic output framed in relation to democratic values? The 

democratic value can be studied through analyzing whether the content is mentioning social 

actors that disagree, decision-making authorities, policy plans and actors concerned (Reinemann 

et al 2012). In the local perspective there are an endless situations where local politics and policy 

plans or private business activities affect the life of citizens in different ways. A foundation of 

journalism is to seek and portray these types of conflicts to inform the citizens (Strömbäck 2015).  

  

RQ4. How is the local journalistic output framed in relation to focus and style? Is the 

content created in from a societal or individual perspective? From a thematic or an episodic 

perspective? With a personal or an impersonal style? To raise emotions and opinions or in a 

neutral way? All these factors play a role in how the output relates to political engagement and 

social relatedness (Institutet för mediestudier 2016). A closer analysis of crime news will be made 

since this data might show how important journalistic values are represented within this specific 

topic.  

 



	 11	

RQ5. What is the level of original reporting? The matter of who is producing the output is 

vital when understanding the independence of the reporting.  

 

RQ6. What kinds of sources are used by the local journalists and to what extent? This 

question relates both to journalistic working practice and to social needs of representation of the 

people of the community (Kleis Nielsen 2015 a). 
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2. Theory 
2.1. Definitions and boundaries 
What is news? The lexical definition is that is something recent, something that just happened 

(service.wordfinder.com). Within news media it is the entire content that the news producers are 

publishing through various outlets. That is not necessarily reporting about recent events. In this 

study this broad definition is used. The news content is the editorial content that might have 

different origins and it includes content originating from citizens like letters to the editor etc. 

Advertising is not included. 

 

Journalism includes the field of news production from the organizational perspective with work 

ethics, working conditions, practices etc (Kovach & Rosenstiel 2014). Journalism and its role in a 

liberal representative democratic society has been both challenged and defended from various 

perspectives (Richards 2012; Castels 2010, Kovach and Rosenstiel 2014) in academia. 

 

2.2. Research on local journalism 
In research local journalism, as well as in the general use of the term, is a description of news 

media that are clearly defined within geographical boundaries, which of course may vary between 

countries as being municipalities, rural villages, counties and so forth (Kleis Nielsen 2015). One 

of the key journalistic principles to assess news is proximity, meaning that editorial decision-

making in a newsroom is based on that the audience will automatically be more interested in 

things that are close to them. But does that rule still apply in this disembedded world? According 

to Giddens theory (1990) the postmodern social life has cut the ties between time and space. One 

could argue that communicating with who ever you want, wherever you want, when ever you 

want has changed from being a catchy phrase from telecommunication companies to everyday 

practice for many people. The local framework could therefore seemingly loose its meaning. 

Engan's study from Norway (2015) investigates young people's media use, and he finds that they 

primarily use the social media to communicate with their closest social networks like friends and 

family. In other words - like teenagers always have done, but now through mediated channels. In 

comparison with older citizens in the same communities, that to a high degree consume regular 

local news media, Engan concludes that adulthood implies other needs for information. To 

secure local journalism for the future he points to that changed communication habits (meaning 

consuming news through mobile and social platforms) should be considered but that the local 

content in itself has not lost its relevance.  
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Community journalism is used sometimes as a synonym for local journalism, but can also 

imply journalism aimed at certain social groups that are not necessarily joined by proximity but 

can be linked by other social bonds, like ethnicity, political interests etcetera (Reader & Hatcher 

2012). It appears like the term community journalism is more frequent in literature from the US 

and Canada (Abernathy, 2014, Friedland et al, 2012), maybe because of the different historical 

setting than Europe with a multi-ethnic identity based on immigration. In Europe it seems like 

the term community journalism is also used when describing new media usage in metropolitan 

areas, also linked to a multi-cultural setting or to media outlets that target a group of certain 

interests (Kleis Nielsen, 2015, a). Then there is also the hyperlocal journalism, a type of 

journalism that is truly local, and reports on geographically narrow areas, such as a street or a 

neighborhood in a big city. The hyperlocal journalism seems to be closer linked to citizen 

journalism published online and less to traditional media organizations such as print newspapers 

(O'Donnell & Hutchinson 2011; Hess & Waller 2014).  Hess and Waller (2014) have made recent 

studies of Australian local journalism and they have promoted the use of the geo-social aspects 

to understand how citizens of today consume local news. Their studies show that the local digital 

media outlets are important factors for people who want to stay connected to a certain locality. 

In the world of urbanization where many people move to larger cities for work, they still read the 

local news to stay in touch. The geo-social framework can work as an important analytical tool to 

understand the cultural functions of the local world and how it is mediated through digital outlets 

to readers that live far away from the specific area.   

 

Another important factor in the studies of local journalism is of course the fact that it might not 

exist at all. In these cases researchers refer to the so-called news deserts (Kleis Nielsen 2015) or 

news holes (Friedland et al 2012). These deserts, holes or blind spots are areas where there is no 

journalistic coverage at all and where citizens are completely dependant on politicians, public 

officials or commercial actors for getting information on local affairs. Abernathy (2014) even 

claims that there are "hundreds or even thousands" of small communities in the US that are not 

subject of any journalistic reporting at all, but she does not present any facts to substantiate this 

statement. 

Staffing at local newspapers in Sweden have recently been investigated by Nygren and Althén 

(2014), as was mentioned earlier. There has been a significant decrease in both the number of 

local newspapers and local reporters that regularly cover local affairs all over the country in the 

last ten years. Worth mentioning is that the study is focused on newspapers and not on other 

type of media like radio, TV or other online media outlets.  
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Notable when you search for current research on local journalism is that the majority of the 

research is conducted in the Western countries (such as Europa, North America, Australia and 

New Zealand). Of course there might be studies or articles that has been written in Spanish, 

French, German or other languages, but the search for material has been restricted to texts in 

English. That is a weakness of this literature review, but it can to some extent be apologized with 

the fact that English is the dominating lingua franca within most research fields and is used in 

India, China, African countries etc. 

 

2.3. Functions of local journalism  
When it comes to the local journalism Rasmus Kleis Nielsen (2015) calls it terrible but terribly 

important. There has been research performed on what the audience expect of their local news 

journalism. Firmstone and Coleman (2015) has investigated this and their findings show that 

from the citizen perspective, the ideal is that the local media: 

1: inform and educate 

2:  represent opinions and voices of the citizens 

3: hold government in check  

4: campaign matters of public interest  

 

Another study from the Netherlands (Costera Meijer, 2010) shows that people also want their 

local media to maintain a local chronicle, inspire through good examples, create understanding 

and integration and also create a sense of belonging and so forth - a quite demanding list of 

expectations.  

 

A more symbolic way of discussing the functions of journalism in general is the dog analogy. The 

ideal type of journalist is the watchdog, constantly monitoring the political and economical 

power on behalf of the citizens (the term used by several researchers in journalism and referred 

to by for example Kleis Nielsen 2015a). This phenomenon has also been proven to have true 

meaning locally through empirical research showing that local politicians are being more careful 

with public spending and so forth, when there is an active local news media (Lund 2010). On the 

local level this role has always been problematic, since the local journalist is depending on local 

authorities as sources for information and also on local advertisers for funding. The lapdog has 

therefore been the critical symbol of this restricted and corrupt journalist. Another critical view is 

when the journalist becomes the protector of powerful elite groups - the guard dog. The guard 



	 15	

dog follows the journalistic ethics in reporting on conflicts and political debate but not in a truly 

independent way because of its dependency mentioned earlier (Richards 2012; Kleis Nielsen 

2015a). This way of placing the journalist in a social, political and economical context implies that 

a commercial news organization can never fully serve democracy. The role of public service 

should therefore be the only way to stand free from interests, but it is clear that even journalists 

employed by public service media are also depending on the good will of elected officials to be 

able to do their job and therefore have to stay on good terms.   

 

From the local perspective the dog analogy could be served by adding the underdog to the 

canine journalist family. The underdog is the local journalist working far away from the glory of 

national and metropolitan media. The underdog analogy is linked to the important role that the 

local journalism plays for the citizens in the creation of a local identity. Some researchers even 

stretch this function into the higher symbolic shaping of "a sense of place" (Hess, Waller 2014, b) 

in the mediatized society. Others talk about the local news being the diary that creates the public 

memory of a community, while other stresses the importance of debate and campaign (Kleis 

Nielsen 2015; Reader & Hatcher 2012). All these functions are together creating a social glue and 

a local identity. This local identity of today is challenged by a media centric and metropolitan 

view of the world. Ownership, production and media coverage has been concentrated to a large 

extent to the major cities and regional centres in the last decade. Nygren and Althén's (2014) 

content analysis of articles in the biggest Swedish daily newspaper shows that the framing of local 

news from distant regions is shifting from regular reporting of public affairs to framing the news 

in a more recreational perspective, aiming at the metropolitan audiences. The divide between 

groups who are or are not represented in the media are growing and the citizens living in rural 

areas or small communities are definitely getting the short end of the stick.  

 

In the beginning of the internet era scholars were debating whether the new ways of 

communicating would tear down physical and social limits on a global level (Livingstone, 2010). 

Tom Thomson (2011) questions the optimists of the field and states that a disruption of the 

polarization between center and periphery has not come to pass. In Hess' and Waller's studies of 

Australian local news media (2014, a) they point at the local media's role in creating a strong local 

habitus, in referral to Bourdieu's cultural theory. The identification of a common identity is 

important when the citizens of the rural or small communities create a sense of meaning in 

comparison to the strong focus on the metropolitan lifestyle that are characterizing the national 

or regional media outlets. Urbanization and mediatization in combination are powerful forces 
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that pull people towards the large cities on all continents. Local media can therefore embody a 

kind of counterpower discussed by Castel (2010) - hence the suggestion of the underdog. 

Richards' (2012) comparative study of the Canadian province of Victoria and three communities 

in Australia also reveals the importance of creating a regional identity that is perceived as 

something unique and different from the identity of the big city. The distinction of a regional 

identity, in comparison to a local identity, is worth noting because it shows the variety of 

important geographical distinctions both within and between countries. Citizens in Richard's 

study point out that a local journalist should originate from the area they work in, to be perceived 

as having "social capital", or as Hess and Waller (2014, a) put it - at least the local journalism 

"involves investment of time". Journalists coming from the outside, meaning that they have 

moved in from elsewhere, are not as trusted as the ones who originate from the local area. 

Citizens in the Hess and Waller (2014,a) study brings up that the news loose its credibility when 

the reporters use the wrong idioms or names in their writing. It seems like the reporter should be 

sharing the same identity as their readers to be accepted by the local community. From a 

professional perspective this is of course problematic since the journalists of today are usually 

academically trained and therefore have to move away from the smaller communities to get the 

necessary education to get hired at all. The "disconnected" reporters could be one of the 

explaining factors behind the growing mistrust that citizens in rural areas or small communities 

have for the legacy media in general. This issue of credibility is an interesting aspect when 

studying local journalism since local media outlets of today are often viewed as stepping stones 

for young journalists, and show a high turnover in staff Hess and Waller (2014, a). 

 

Carlsson and Nilsson discuss similar perspectives in their recent study of community news and 

social media in Northern Sweden (2015). They investigate and discuss the somehow ambivalent 

opinions of the local journalists and their relation to citizen participation in public debate through 

social media. The professional ethics and strong emphasis of guarding democracy are in certain 

ways influenced by that the journalists perceive themselves being in opposition to the dominating 

south. The underdog identity seems to be highly relevant even for understanding the institutional 

dimensions of journalists' employment in various geographical settings.  

 

On the other hand - looking from a less legacy media centric perspective this social process is 

now mediatized through social media. A qualitative study made by journalist students Segerdahl 

and Wallinder (2015) shows that in the small community of Gäddede in the north of Sweden, the 

citizens rely heavily on social media and particularly Facebook to gain local information on events 



	 17	

and issues. The interviewed citizens have a strong sense of local "underreporting" by traditional 

news media. 

2.4. The news ecology theory 
The digital online media platforms, in recent years also reached by mobile devices, has of course 

changed the ways that researchers study the news media - especially since the technology has 

undermined and is now posing a serious threat to the print publishing and funding system of 

advertising. The birth of alternative journalistic production, such as non-legacy media and 

publically funded "information offices", has further complicated the situation (Kleis Nielsen 

2015b). The participatory nature of social media and its influence on the journalistic work is also 

rapidly changing the nature of the system.  

 

The travel of news through various outlets has become the focus of attention, creating a need for 

an analytical model. The news ecology model, influenced by the biological ecological system, is 

one theoretical perspective mostly referred to by local news researchers. It helps to explain the 

complex system where news is created and distributed. Using this type of model makes it easier 

to grasp the intricate flow of information between different media outlets that can be both the 

traditional legacy media and other media sources such as blogs, citizen journalist websites and so 

forth. The model enables you to follow where a news story is first published and how it spreads 

and circulates through the system, how it is framed or altered and you can also study how much 

of the content that consists of original reporting and how much is simply aggregated from other 

news sources. Within the study of the news ecology the works of the Danish researcher Anker 

Brink Lund are often mentioned (Kleis Nielsen, 2014, a, Lund, 2010).   

 

In the current digital system it is also possible to follow the spread of news through various social 

media platforms. This phenomenon is called news diffusion and can be studied on different 

levels - local, regional, national and the global. Local media researchers are often using content 

analysis in combination with both qualitative and quantitative methods to investigate distinctive 

local media systems relation to the news ecology model (Pew Research Center 2010, Anderson 

2010; Engen 2015, Powers, Zambrano and Baisnée 2015, Richards 2012, Hess and Waller 2014, 

Anderson, Coleman and Thumim 2015). One interesting aspect of this approach to local media is 

that you can make fruitful comparisons between local media in different countries. Some 

researchers mentioned above have for example compared the conditions for cities like Seattle vs 

Toulouse, Leeds vs Philadelphia and Vancouver Island vs Roxby Downs vs Mount Gambier.  
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One general conclusion that can be drawn from late studies is that the so-called key stone 

media plays an important role on many levels in the world of news. Key stone media is simply 

the place where most actually new news is produced. Findings from different continents show 

that local newspapers usually are key stones in the local media ecosystem. The continuous routine 

of covering local municipality meetings or the close relationship between a local journalist and 

the community seems to be the starting point for a large proportion of news stories (Lacy et al 

2012, Kleis Nielsen 2015, Abernathy, 2014). This task has traditionally, and is still in many cases, 

performed by steadily employed reporters from the local newspaper. There are now signs 

showing that this routine coverage is being broken due to reducing costs or a new focus on being 

flexible to recent debates in regular or social media (Nygren and Althén, 2014). The question is if 

this situation enables wrongdoings of powerful groups that never become known to the public. 

Anker Brink Lund (2010) draws the conclusion, from a study in Denmark, that national media 

usually respond quickly and with force when scandals are being discovered, but that the first 

breaking of the news are made in the local setting 

 

2.5. Non-legacy journalism in digital media 
An easy way to dismiss the critics calling for political action to save local journalism, in favor of 

democracy, is to refer to the new digital publishing possibilities. Everybody can become 

investigative reporters and publish intriguing stories on their own blogs or start their own news 

sites. There seems to be variations between and within countries on how many citizen journalist 

initiatives that actually contributes to the flow of news. In the US and Great Britain the 

prevalence of community news outlets seems to be more common (Anderson 2013; Radcliff 

2012; Reader and Hatcher 2012; Barnett and Townend 2014). In the studied local news ecologies 

these seem to play an active part and are producing value for their communities, despite financial 

instability. In contrast - one study from Northumberland in England (Baines 2012) shows that 

the local ambition to create a citizen driven hyperlocal news site has died due to the lack of 

professional skills and resources. Karlsson and Holt (2014) investigated the Swedish occurrence 

of citizen online journalism and found that is was practically non-existing. Nygren and Althén 

(2014) refers to around 40 recently started local weeklies that through state subsidies or EU 

funding can provide more local news to a limited group of readers. Other examples are local 

online newspapers but there is no updated listing of how many they are or evaluation of their 

journalistic content.  
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A recent study by Mark Jurkowitz (2015) shows that while the traditional legacy media 

organizations are firing journalists, the new digital outlets like Huffington Post and Buzzfeed are 

hiring at a fast speed. The journalists that are being hired are both qualified journalists with a long 

experience from legacy media and young inexperienced with "a better digital instinct". They often 

have the focus of filling reporting gaps and work on hyperlocal or other niche areas. Jurkowitz 

points to the fact that neither of the purely digital news initiatives is profitable (yet, as they would 

probably claim) but they show good numbers in viewings and often stick to high journalistic 

ideals. The legacy media is also cooperating with some of the investigative ones. Clearly this 

ditigal journalistic venue is changing rapidly and it is probably hard to draw any conclusions 

about where this road is leading. According to the podcast Mattsson och Helin (2015), where the 

executive publishers of Swedish tabloids Expressen and Aftonbladet discuss recent events in the 

news media, the Huffington Post are aiming for global domination but that reporters in the US 

are already leaving their positions because of the precarious working conditions. 

 

2.6. Understanding local information needs 
A recent American study suggests a conceptual framework that enables comparative studies of 

local journalism in different settings (Napoli, Stonbely, McCollough & Renninger 2016). The 

study focuses on the so-called "Communities critical information needs", or CINs, that must be 

fulfilled for upholding democratic and functioning local communities. Especially in the US this 

has been getting attention since the country is relying heavily on commercial news organizations, 

in comparison to Europe that has a stronger public service media system. Napoli et al (2016) are 

suggesting that to be able to analyze both the factors that affect local journalism and the way that 

the local journalism affects the state of the local community a three-level analysis is needed. Their 

methodological approach focuses on infrastructure, output and performance. When applying 

these on three separate communities they have found big differences that might be related to the 

financial status of the communities. The framework they suggest have connections to this study, 

since it includes both infrastructure, output and performance, although the data is not analyzed 

from the same model. Napoli et al (2016) also include social media posts in their study and they 

look for journalistic content with topics on emergencies and risks, health, education, 

transportation systems, environment and planning, economic development, civic information and 

political life. From the Swedish perspective it is quite clear that several of these topics that they 

look for are not just communicated through the news media, but to a larger extent on public 

informational channels like municipality websites etc. The public sphere in Sweden holds a 

stronger responsibility in fulfilling the CIN's. The approach that Napoli et al propose does not 
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take into consideration that other social or cultural role that the local news media can play in 

terms of creating a social glue or a common diary for a community. The question is whether this 

function will be upheld by the work of journalism or by citizens using social media platforms in 

the future.   
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3. Method 
 

In this chapter the choice of method will be presented together with arguments and explanations 

of the different analytical categories. The selection process will be described as well as a 

discussion of the validity and reliability. Ethical considerations and methodological weaknesses 

will also be presented. 

 

3.1. Quantitative content analysis 
To examine the local journalistic output the choice has been to conduct a quantitative content 

analysis. Content analysis can give insights in several aspects of local news through objective and 

systematically organized data. The choice of content analysis on news items has been done for 

several reasons. A qualitative approach including interviews with editors, journalists or citizens 

might also give valuable qualitative insights in the production and consumption of local news and 

local information needs. Within the scope of this study the possibility of comparing results from 

different municipalities would be complicated and might create validity problems. A content 

analysis of concrete news items makes it possible to compare something measurable, verifiable 

and replicable. This study therefore follows the epistemological positivist approach that is 

common within local journalism studies - a notion that there is a scientific truth. The aim is to 

find evidence instead of making it (Bruhn Jensen 2002). Local media can also be analyzed from 

institutional perspectives like administrative boundaries, economic actors and state subsidies etc 

(Kleis Nielsen 2015, b). This political economy tradition has been strong within journalism 

studies from the 80's an onward (Tuchman 2002) and has also been one of the analytical 

dimensions in the recent conceptual work by Napoli et al (2016). In the discussion of the results 

certain of these aspects will be also be mentioned, but then from the angle of understanding the 

results of the content analysis.  

  

The content analysis of the local journalistic content is mainly based on the concept purposed by 

Reinemann, Stanyer, Scherr and Legnante (2012) in their review of the literature concerning the 

concept hard vs soft news. The definition and concept of hard and soft news have been debated 

for decades among scholars and there has been a stereotypical view of that the news media is 

constantly becoming softer and softer in its chase for revenues (Karlsson 2016, a). From the local 

news perspective a polarized view of hard and soft news might be more problematic than from 

the international or national horizon. The journalistic ideal of the "objective" and politically 

relevant reporting could be regarded as non-relevant and also non-reliable from the local readers' 
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perspective (bearing in mind the earlier described expectations on the local news to be the 

common diary of the local community, to raise important social issues etc). Still there is a need 

for analyzing local news content from the political and democratic perspective since the local 

news organizations are changing so rapidly. There are many reasons for communities outside the 

metropolitan areas to get politically relevant information, which is what the so-called "hard" news 

is all about. In this study the term democratically relevent will be used and not the polarized 

concept of "soft or hard".  

 

The operationalization that is suggested by Reinemann et al (2012) has been used by a Swedish 

research institute called Institutet för mediestudier (The Institute for Media Studies) and a project 

where 10 000 news items from national and regional news media from 2007 and 2014 has been 

analyzed. Their work and results has been a foundation for this study, with some modifications 

to the local setting that will be presented later. The use of the same analytical categories enables 

comparing the local content with national and regional data.  

 

3.2. Analytical categories 
The analytical approaches have varied in research on news outcome and Reinemann et al (2012) 

have suggested that it should be operationalized through a common framework to enable 

comparisons both between and within different countries. To answer the research questions the 

content will be therefore be analyzed from these suggested variables. The use of this 

operationalization will create a quantitative dataset of local journalistic content that can enable 

answering the research questions. The quantitative method creates solid and scientifically reliable 

means to make credible comparisons between the journalistic output from three municipalities. 

These are also used in the recent content analysis on Swedish media content conducted by 

Institutet för mediestudier (2016).  

 

The units of analysis have been operationalized as follows: 

News outlets and whether the content is being syndicated (the same content published more 

than one time in different outlets). 

News topics: how the content is distributed in different topics in the different municipalities. 

Topic dimension: To analyze the degree of political relevance you can use four indicators. First, 

societal actors involved in a clear conflict or issue, second decision-making authorities 

mentioned, third proposed plan or programs and forth people concerned by a decision. This 

dimension examines the political power struggles in the democratic society that is important to 
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understand as a citizen. In the local setting this might involve suggestions from local politicians 

that affects different groups in different ways, conflicts between local interest groups or citizens 

criticizing public employees etc. 

Focus dimension: This dimension is analyzed from two different perspectives where you look 

at whether the news content is framed from the public/social relevance or personal/private 

consequences as well as thematic or episodic framing in news reporting. The main reason is to 

see whether the reporting describes events as systematic or more random. This dimension has 

relevance for societal understanding from a broader perspective than just the strictly political. It 

aims to understand whether the reporting focuses on the official organizations of society and 

their long-term development, or with separate events and individuals as the primary focus. The 

premise of this dimension is that there is a higher journalistic standard in describing events from 

a collective and thematic perspective because it enables citizens to understand more complex 

issues in society. In the analysis the whole news item has been considered and then the choice of 

the most dominating perspective has been chosen, since it is not always a strictly public or private 

perspective all the way. The tendency to one side or the other has been the guiding factor. 

Style dimension: The reporting style is analyzed from two different dimensions. The first 

dimension looks at the personal or impersonal style - whether the reporter's presence is clearly 

shown in the content or whether if it has an impersonal style where the reporter is not clearly 

present. This can be shown whether the reporter includes himself or herself or the news outlet in 

the narrative. The personal perspective can create a stronger connectedness for the audience but 

can also be a result of poor sourcing or what can be criticized for being personally biased. The 

second dimension is based on the two opposites of opinionated/expressive or 

neutral/unemotional. The opinionated style involves the use of emotion-arousing elements in 

both images and verbal expressions and includes strong adjectives, exclamations or calls for 

action. An unemotional style uses a neutral language that avoids sentiments. This is interesting 

from the local perspective because it can say something about the relatedness between the 

journalists and the local community.  

The level of original reporting is the next analytical variable in the content analysis. Original 

reporting is a term for describing whether the journalist has actually produced the content or not. 

It is usually shown by a byline but can also have the news outlet itself as the only stated origin. In 

local news the content might also be produced by citizens. Today there are many possible actors 

that might have produced the media content, from news agencies to public press offices to PR 

companies to NGO's. I will therefore look for the origin of the content, if clearly stated.  
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Sourcing is the next category of the analysis. Journalistic work is built on collecting information 

from a wide range of different sources, for many different reasons. The first reason is of course 

to always aim for reliability and to achieve balanced and impartial reporting. Seeking for the truth 

is one of the basic principles of journalistic ethics (Kovach & Rosenstiel, 2014). Using 

perspectives from different sources, the bigger possibility for the citizens to make well-grounded 

decisions. Another reason is for transparency - when the public becomes aware of the origin of 

the information they can easier assess the value of it. When it comes to the social function of 

journalism (and local in particular) the use of "the people" as sources of information is maybe 

even more important than on the national level (Hess & Waller 2015 a). From a democratic 

perspective it is an important role of the local news media to report the citizens' perspectives on 

local political issues and not just the politicians' or other stakeholders' view. Interviews on site 

and comments on events from the local community might play a role when it comes to staying 

relevant in the local community (as discussed earlier in relation to Costera Meijer 2010). In these 

days of digital media production this has been a debated issue. Are the journalists "out here in the 

real world"? Or are they simply publishing rewrites? Diminishing resources in combination with 

higher production demands has naturally put a lot of pressure on the media organizations. 

Therefore I will analyze the content looking at the number and type of sources (using categories 

like local politicians, ordinary citizens etc). The list of source categories is inspired by the earlier 

mentioned study conducted by Institutet för mediestudier (2016) and will be discussed in the 

next section. 

3.3. Coding process 
The content analysis started with setting up a code sheet with a group of variables, based on the 

earlier mentioned categories suggested by Reinemann et al (2012) and the work by Institutet för 

mediestudier (Färm 2016). The variables were described in a code sheet together with 

instructions for how to understand them and how to use them in the coding process (the 

complete code sheet can be found in Appendix 1). The instructions have to be as detailed as 

possible to gain high reliability and repeatability.  

 

The code sheet was tested through a number of steps. An analysis of news items using the code 

sheet was made and the values of the different categories where logged in the statistical program 

SPSS. After the first test of the code sheet several of the variables had to be adapted to be better 

suited for the local setting. First, there had to be an addition in the ID-variables with the variable 

Syndicated news item. There were identical news items that was published in several news outlets 

and that was something that was interesting to quantify. Second, there was a need to add another 
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news topic dimension that would describe all the typically local news items that involves the 

social life of the community and the individuals in it. The added dimension was named 

Community and includes social life and life events like birthdays, funerals etc. The third variable 

category that had to be adapted from the national/regional perspective to the local was the 

definition of sources. The political source level was divided into four levels - international, 

national, regional and local level, to fit the Swedish system. The local government employees 

were structured accordingly. Worth noticing is that the local government employee includes a 

wide range of professions such as police, fire department, teachers as well as local public 

bureaucrats, administrators etc. The reason for making this into one category is that this has been 

made in similar studies of local journalism in Europe (Firmstone, Coleman 2015). Other new 

categories for sources that had to be added was Non-affiliated associations and organizations, 

because there were quite common with sources such as SCB (Statistiska centralbyrån) etc. Non-

elected politician was also included as a source category. The athlete category was also changed 

into Sports to include more actors than just the athlete, like coaches, club representatives etc. 

NGO:s are internationally related to activist groups of different types, but in the Swedish setting 

they have a more grass root local form, called förening. Therefore the NGO-category had to be 

specified into including non-profit organizations in a wider sense. Worth mentioning is also that 

when creating the ID-variables there was no separation made between different type of formats, 

such as print, web, radio/tv broadcast and so forth because that was not relevant for this study.  

 

3.4. Population and selection 
Since the aim of this study is to compare the journalistic output in different municipalities the 

choice has been to pick municipalities that are reasonably similar. The organization SKL (Sveriges 

kommuner och landsting or The Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions) is an 

organization that represents the local governments. They have categorized all the municipalities 

in different groups based on population, economy, density etcetera. There are ten different 

groups in total. The group that was chosen as most relevant in this context was the 

Manufacturing municipalities (N= 54). They are characterized of that a minimum of 34 % or 

more of the adult permanent population is working in production, extraction, energy, recycling or 

construction. The reason for choosing this group is that they are relatively independent from 

larger cities, in comparison to other groups like commuting communities or suburbs. They have a 

clear need for independent reporting on local issues. The population is not as scarce as it is in 

rural areas. The local identity is also fairly strong in industrial communities, but has been 

threatened in many ways in the last decades of globalization and urbanization. According to 
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Bergvall (2015) the manufacturing municipalities in general have a comparably high degree of 

political news reporting for their size, but she also underlines that her study does not look at 

qualitative aspects of the political news and that the high number of political news items might be 

explained by that this type of news is cheap to produce. 

 

Among the Manufacturing municipalities three different municipalities were chosen - based on 

the size of the population - smallest, medium and largest (and these were selected from the map 

on kommunbevakningen.mediestudier.se, retrieved February 4 2016) to get the broadast 

distribution of data as possible. The three municipalities are also geographically spread out from 

the north to the south of Sweden, which also adds another possibility for variety in the results 

(www.scb.se). 

 

Municipalities: 

1. Smallest: Malå 

Malå has a population of 3 115 and is situated in Lappland in the upper north of Sweden. The 

coverage of local politics did not change between 2013 and 2015 but it gets less political news 

reporting than most municipalities with less than 10 000 inhabitants. The local daily newspaper 

Norran has a local editorial office here. Closest SVT news desk is in Skellefteå, 123 km east of 

Malå. SR runs Radio Västernorrland situated in Sundsvall, located 421 km south of Malå. 

 

2. Medium: Tranemo 

Tranemo has a population of 11 640 and is situated in Västra Götalands Län in the southern part 

of Sweden. The reporting on local political issues increased between 2013 and 2015 and the 

coverage lies on an average level in comparison to similar sized towns. It lies in the province of 

Västergötland. Borås Tidning, Ulricehamns tidning and Svenljunga & Tranemo tidning are 

covering the municipality. SVT and SR has offices in Borås, 43 km northwest of Tranemo. 

 

 

3. Largest Sandviken 

Sandviken has a population of 37 833 and is situated in Gävleborgs Län in the central part of 

Sweden. The coverage on politics did not change much between 2013 and 2015. There are two 

daily newspapers, Arbetarbladet and Gefle Dagblad that have a local editorial office in Sandviken. 

These two newspapers are owned and run by the same media organization, Mittmedia. Public 

service media SVT and SR broadcasts from Gävle, located 23 km east of Sandviken. As a 
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community Sandviken has news reporting below average if you compare with municipalities of 

the same size. 

 

When the three municipalities were chosen seven randomly picked days between July 1 2014 - 

June 30 2015 was selected. A random selection makes the selection more representative and 

strengthens the validity. The time frame was chosen because it overlaps with Bergvall's study 

(2015). These days were July 19 2014, July 28 2014, August 13 2014, October 18 2014, 

November 12 2014 and March 28 2015. The last date was at first March 29 2015 but since that 

day was a Sunday, when most local newspapers do not publish any print editions, the day before 

that was chosen instead. Worth noticing is that this time period includes a general election in 

Sweden in September of 2014, that includes both national, regional and local elections. It is 

possible that the political news content therefore has a higher proportion than it would in a non-

election year. 

 

3.5 Collecting data 
Bergvall's study from 2015 was the starting point of this study. Bergvall used Retriever for 

collecting local journalistic content. Retriever is a Nordic media database provider that collects 

news content from newspapers, magazines, TV, web and social media. It is owned by TT, the 

leading news agency in Sweden and is regularly used by researchers in media, politics etc. It is 

therefore regarded as a reliable source of media content. The database that was used is called 

Mediearkivet (https://web.retriever-info.com/services/archive.html) and does not include data 

from social media. There might be local media actors outside the legacy media organizations that 

are not registered in Retriever, such as local monthlies with local advertising, events etc, but they 

will not be included in this study.  

 

It has not been important to analyze what type of format the news item is published in since the 

focus is to analyze all types of local journalistic content. An article that has been published in the 

print edition and the web edition counts as one item. When searching for news items there are 

often two hits showing when an article also are mentioned on the front page of the print paper. 

In the study, this only counts as one news item and not two. 

 

Important to mention is also that this study is concentrating on the legacy media organizations 

and their print and web editions. Social media posts on Facebook, Twitter etc are not included. 
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These are generally originating from the daily reporting in the regular channels anyway and the 

social interactions with the readers are not included within the scope of this study.  

 

In the Retriever database the written web articles from public service media as SVT and SR are 

included, but not all the broadcasted material. Therefore there might be TV and radio clips that 

has been broadcasted that do not show in the search result (e-mail Frank Stenström SVT 

February 17 2016). Normally the broadcasted content is also published in a written text format, 

so this should not be a large number of news items. 

 

The local news items have been found through a very simple search procedure. The date and the 

name of the municipality have been used in the Retriever search. The reason for using just the 

name of the community for the search is that the aim is to find everything that is published, even 

though it might be including just the mentioning of a person originating from the municipality. It 

is the appearance of the municipality in any type of journalistic context that is the focus of this 

study. This makes the study broader than the study by Bergvall (2015) that just focused on 

politically related content. 

 

3.5.1. Exclusions from the analysis 
In the search process there were a certain type of news items that were excluded from the 

analysis. News items that include lists of national statistics over municipalities were excluded 

from the content analysis. Even if these articles sometimes mentioned the studied municipality, 

they were not produced from the local perspective. News items with a national or general 

perspective, but that mentions sources connected to the studied municipalities, were included in 

the content analysis. Excluded were also lists with match results or tour dates. Sports articles with 

actual journalistic writing were included.  

 

When searching for news about Sandviken it turned out that Sandviken as a geographical name is 

quite common. Sandviken is also a Norwegian local area, a Finnish local area, a beach on 

Gotland, a beach in Blekinge, an intersection in Karlskoga etc. When they turned up as search 

result in Retreiver they were also excluded from the analysis.  

 

Publications that are not clearly news media, like Dagen (a Christian newspaper), Fria Tidningar, 

niche sports magazines (Innebandymagazinet) and press information from political organizations, 
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companies etc sometimes showed up as search results. They were also excluded from the 

analysis. 

 

3.6. Validity 
To be able to compare the differences in the journalistic quality the analysis must be based on 

measureable data. The analytical dimensions that the content analysis is based on are used in 

recent research in the field (Reinemann et al 2012, Truedson, Karlsson, Färm 2106). The choice 

of municipalities is based on the classification made by SKL, Sveriges kommuner och landsting. 

This classification ensures that the municipalities are comparable in a valid way, since 

comparisons between communities that are very different from each other might be non 

consistent. The choice of the smallest and the largest communities in each category makes the 

results more diverse and facilitates the comparison. The random selection of days gives a 

stronger validity than if the selection would have been done from a specifically selected series of 

days.    

 

The weakness of the study lies in the low number of published news items on the smaller 

municipalities. There would be higher validity if the study also included three more municipalities 

from another type of group. Another way to strengthen the validity would be to analyze news 

items from 14 days instead of seven but that would exceed the time frame of this study. 

 

3.7. Reliability 
To ensure a consistent and reliable result when conducting a content analysis the coding process 

has to be tested thoroughly. The reason for this is that the analysis of the news items might be 

affected by the coder's bias. Are the news items analyzed in an objective, consistent and 

repeatable manner? To judge whether a news item is for example thematic and episodic is not an 

easy task and a common set of standards has to be specified. Therefore an inter reliability test 

(also called inter rater reliability (McHugh 2012)) has been performed. Another coder, in this case 

a professor and researcher in journalism, has participated in the test. The two coders started with 

reading and analyzing five randomly picked news items and used the code sheet to see that the 

interpretation of the values were coherent. Where the results differed a discussion around the 

interpretation took place and some of the coding instructions were developed further. A new 

analysis of 16 news items followed and the results showed a higher coherence. Finally coding of 

ten percent of all the available news items were performed (38 news items of N= 321). The 

analysis was then compared to measure the inter coder reliability using the statistical formula 
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called Cohen's Kappa. This measure does not just include the percent agreement but also 

considers the possibility of agreement by chance. In this study there are multiple variables that 

are just coded with 0 or 1, which makes a 50 percent chance of getting a random agreement. 

Using this statistical measurement is therefore ensuring a reliable analysis. The value of Cohen's 

Kappa should be as close to 1 as possible and a number between 0,8 and 1 is regarded as "almost 

perfect agreement"(McHugh 2012). The average agreement for the test coding process in this 

case was K≈0,89 for the variables 1 to 15. For the sources (variable 16-36) the average agreement 

was K≈0,95. The inter coder reliability was therefore high enough to continue with one coder 

analyzing all the 353 news items.  

 

Formula for calculating Cohen's Kappa and a complete list of the calculations for all the variables 

can be found in Appendix 2. 

 

3.8. Methodological problems 
Analytical surveys that aim to examine statistical correlations among variables in order to test 

hypotheses might need a bigger population than a local community to get reliable results. (Gunter 

2002) A general weakness of this study is the low number of news items and therefore the 

quantified data can not be used to make solid statistical assessments or for calculating statistical 

correlations. The study might also miss journalistic content produced locally that might not be 

present in the Retriever database. There might also be errors in Retriever - once during the 

coding process a news item was accidentally found that was not listed as a news item and there 

might be other that was not detected. 

 

Analyzing and coding over 300 news items takes a considerable amount of time. There is of 

course a risk that mistakes have been made when the variables have been registered in the 

statistical program, especially for the variables that are coded with 0 or 1. To minimize the risk 

for errors the coding was not performed in long sequences but in shorter time intervals, but there 

are still possibilities of mistakes.    

 

3.9. Ethical considerations  
News items are not living things and can therefore not be harmed through this process. There is 

a good reason for using content analysis from an ethical perspective. On the other hand, there is 

always a risk that the analysis is being influenced and biased by the coder's personal opinions. 

Important information might therefore be missed or misunderstood. The choice of using an 
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analytical approach used by a leading research center and also making a rigorous inter coder 

reliability test eliminates some of those risks. Another aspect worth mentioning is that studies of 

local journalism might need local knowledge to fully grasp the dimensions of societal issues or 

conflicts in the community. Since this study is focusing on a large number of news items over 

seven randomly picked days and not one single story or event, the risk of missing any important 

local power dimensions is not overly big. 
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4. Results 
 
The results from the content analysis will be presented in the following section followed by a 

discussion in the next section.  

 

The analysis starts with looking at the number of news items and comparing them to the 

population. This is just for giving a context and background to the other results that will answer 

the research questions. 

 

	
Figure 1. Percentage of all news items sorted by municipalities. N = 321 news items 

 
As Figure 1 shows the majority of the news items is covering Sandviken which is not surprising 

since it has the biggest population and also has two different local newspaper editorial offices. It 

is then relevant to compare the numbers with the size of the population (this type of 

comparisons are also made by Bergvall 2015). 

 

1 Malå pop. 3 115 

2 Tranemo pop. 11 640  

3 Sandviken pop. 37 833 

 

If you look at the ratio between the sizes the number of news items and of the population in the 

three different municipalities you can see the following: 

 

1 Malå: 40 news items/3 115 ≈ 0,013  

2 Tranemo: 64 news items/11 640 ≈ 0,005 

3 Sandviken 217 news items/37 833 ≈ 0,006 

News items  

Tranemo	

Malå	

Sandviken	
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What you can read from this result is that the smallest municipality has a higher number of news 

items per capita than the bigger ones. Malå, the smallest municipality has the highest rate of 

reporting per capita. 

 

4.1. News outlets and syndication 
A list of all the news outlets and the number of news items that are published in each outlet can 

be found in Appendix 3 and the result will be discussed in the next chapter. Of the 321 news 

items in the study there are 11 syndicated articles, which means that identical content has been 

published in different news outlets. Syndication appears in news content from Sandviken. They 

can be separated into two different groups. The first one is sports news. Since several nationally 

acclaimed sports teams or athletes comes from Sandviken, they appear in national newspapers. 

For example do several news outlets within the news company Mittmedia cooperate under the 

concept Bandypuls. Bandypuls reports on bandy events with actual live streaming, chats, 

interviews and commentaries that are published online through several local newspapers like 

Ljusdalsposten and Söderhamnskuriren. There is also a sports column discussing the politics of 

soccer (referring to soccer players from Sandviken) that is published in the evening paper 

Expressen and its co-owned paper based in Gothenburg, GT.  

 

The other group of news items that gets syndicated is the community content - meaning citizen 

created news like celebrations of birthdays. This is a standard feature in Swedish news - photos of 

children (and sometimes adults turning 50, 60 etc) and a greeting from the family. In Sandviken 

the two competing newspapers Arbetarbladet and Gefle Dagblad are owned by Mittmedia and 

they make use of this type of hyper local content twice. They also share content like "This 

happened while you slept" where the night's police report is published.  In those cases where the 

news desks continue to report on one of these type of nightly events, they no longer cooperate 

but make their own take on the story and publish separately. 

 

4.2. News topics 
To get an overview of the news topic dimension in general you can look at how the news topics 

are represented in all the news items for all the municipalities. The reason for showing two 

separate figures is that the topics that are not represented in the data do not appear in the pie 

chart.  
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Figure 2. News Topics All municipalities, frequency. N = 321 news items 

 
As figure 2 shows there are two news topic dimensions that are not represented at all in the 

material and they are media and war/conflict. This does not come as a surprise since Sweden is 

not engaged in any type of military conflict. Local articles on media issues are plausible but do 

not appear in the data.   

 

	
Figure 3. News Topics Distribution All municipalities. N = 321 news items 

 
Figure 3 shows that the sports news are dominating as a news topic – 27 % of the total amount 

of news items and more than twice as many as the news about politics. To go further in the 

analysis the news topic dimensions are analyzed for each separate municipality. 
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When you look at the individual municipalities you can see there are differences between the 

news topics that are covered. We start by looking at the smallest, which is Malå. 

 

	
Figure 4. News Topics Malå All topics. N = 40 news items 

 

 

	
Figure 5. News Topics Distribution Malå. N = 40 news items 

 
In Malå, who has the smallest population of all the municipalities, the news topics are 

concentrated mainly on four dimensions - politics, economy, social issues and sports. 
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Figure 6. News Topics Tranemo All topics. N = 64 news items 

 
 

	
Figure 7. News Topics Distribution Tranemo. N = 64 news items 

 

Tranemo's news coverage has a clearly different profile than Malå. The biggest news topic 

dimension is community news with 34 % of all the news. Politics, economy and social issues get 

less attention 
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Figure 8. News Topics Sandviken All topics. N = 217 news items 

	
	
 

	
Figure 9.	News Topics Distribution Sandviken. N = 217 news items 
 
Figure 10 and 11 shows that it is Sandviken that clearly stands out when it comes to the 

distribution of news topics. Sports news makes up for almost a third of all the news about the 

community (or 32 %). Entertainment and crime also shows a higher percentage than in the other 

municipalities, which might be explained with the size of town - a bigger community naturally has 

a bigger selection of entertainment and also crime rate. Interesting though is that neither 

Tranemo or Malå has even one single news item on entertainment.  
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4.2.1. Democratically relevant news topics  
When looking at the different news topics and how they are represented it is interesting to give a 

specific attention to the three news topics that can be regarded as the democratically relevant 

news topics. Politics, business/economy and social issues (work, health, education, migration etc) 

are clearly connected to the citizens' need for information about society. Table 1 shows how the 

share of democratically relevant news topics are distributed between the three municipalities.    

 
News topics All 

municipalities 
Malå Tranemo Sandviken 

Politics  13 18 14 12 
Economics 6 18 6 3 
Social issues 12 23 11 10 
Total % 31 59 31 25 
Table 1.	Percentage of democratically relevant news topics of all the news content in the three 
municipalities. N = 321  
 

The news topics that clearly relate to societal and/or democratic processes, such as politics, 

economics and social issues differ a lot between the three municipalities. It is actually Sandviken, 

the municipality with the biggest population and also two local newsrooms, that has the lowest 

percentage of these societal news items. There seems to be a stronger correlation to the size of 

the municipality. You can also see that it is Malå's much stronger focus on business/economy 

that makes up for the high ratio. The possible reason for this will be discussed later. 

 

4.2.3. Socially relevant news topics  
 
When analyzing the news topics from the social relevance there are two news topics that are 

standing out in the data and they are sports and community news. Therefore these results will be 

reported separately. The biggest news topic dimension in the total amount of news items is 

Sports with 25,8 % of the total news coverage. If you compare the ratio between the separate 

municipalities you get the following result: 
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Figure 10. Percentage of sports news in all municipalities. N = 321 news items 

 
The news topic that is most clearly connected to the local area is, naturally, the Community topic, 

that includes news about social life and citizens' life events. Is it also within this topic that the 

journalistic reporting is mostly depending on a strong connectedness between the journalist and 

the local social life. 

 

47 news items or 14,6 % of the news items in total belongs to the Community topic. If you 

compare the municipalities you get the following result: 

 

	
Figure 11. Percentage of community news in all municipalities. N = 321 news items 
 
It is clear that the three municipalities get a different type of coverage concerning socially related 

topics like sports and community. 
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4.3. Topic dimensions - democratic value 
 
In studies of journalistic output the topic dimension is used for to separating the content in 

regard of democratic values. The four dimensions that must be clearly mentioned in the news 

content are: 

1. Societal actors that disagree on a societal issue 

2. Decision-making authorities  

3. Policy plan 

4. Actors concerned that relate to the issue 

In this study there are in total 23 of the in total 321 news items that mentions all these four 

dimensions, or 7,2 %. They are represented in these news topic dimensions:  

Politics = 10 

Economics = 1 

Social issues = 2 

Crime = 10 

When you look at the news items and their origin you can see the following: 

 

	
Figure 12. Number of news items that includes all the democratic topic dimensions, all 
municipalities sorted by news topic. N = 321 news items 

 
It is impossible to draw any solid conclusions on such a low number of news items - Tranemo 

and Malå only have three news items each which means 5% and 8% of all the news content. 

Sandviken stands out in that these news dimensions are represented in other news topics that just 

in politics. 16 news items represent 7 % of Sandviken's total amount news items. Considering the 
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size of the communities the most interesting tendency is that Tranemo has the lowest ratio of 

news with a high democratic value. 

4.3.1. Separation of topic dimensions  
When looking deeper into the democratic topic dimensions of the news it might be relevant to 

also separate the four different topic dimensions to see whether at least one or more of them are 

included. Separating the data from the three municipalities you get the following result. 

 

	
Figure 13. Percentage of hard news topic dimension present in the news content. N=321 
 
1 = Societal actors involved (two or more societal actors - parties, voters, politicans, 
corporations, organizations) that disagree on a societal issue are present  
2 = Decision-making authority (organization that has economic and formal power within the 
context/field) mentioned 
3 = Policy plan (planned or realized decision, measure or programme that relates to the issue) is 
mentioned 
4 = Actors concerned (citizens, corporations, organizations that are clearly related to the 
conflict/policy plan) are mentioned. 
 
The result shows that the news content more often focuses on policy plans and actors that are in 

some way affected by these policies, but not on how these plans are connected to any type of 

conflict between groups in the community. This is significant in all the three municipalities. 

Interesting is also that news from Sandviken has a lower presence of three of the hard news topic 

dimensions than the other, despite the fact that this is the largest municipality with most media 

coverage of all. 

 

 

0	

5	

10	

15	

20	

25	

30	

1	 2	 3	 4	

Democratic news topic dimension in 
municipalities 

Malå	

Tranemo	

Sandviken	



	 42	

4.3.2. Democratic topic dimensions in the political content 
 
It is relevant to have a closer look at the political news items and see how the democratic news 

dimensions differ between the different municipalities. At first we look at the political content in 

total. 

	
Figure 14.	Percentage of the four hard news dimensions present in the political news items. 
N=43. 1=Societal actors that disagree. 2=Decision-making authorities 3=Policy plan 
4=Actors concerned 
 

 
Even when the content is clearly political there is a stronger focus on policy plans than on actual 

conflicts. When you separate the political content in municipalities and the four topic dimensions 

you get the following results.  

 

	
Figure 15.	Percentage of the four hard news dimensions present in the political news items from 
Malå. N=7. 1=Societal actors that disagree. 2=Decision-making authorities 3=Policy plan 
4=Actors concerned 
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The number of news items is very low but the tendency shows a higher hard news focus in Malå. 

 

	
Figure 16.	Percentage of the four hard news dimensions present in the political news items from 
Tranemo. N=9. 1=Societal actors that disagree. 2=Decision-making authorities 3=Policy 
plan 4=Actors concerned 
  

 

	
Figure 17.	Percentage of the four hard news dimensions present in the political news items from 
Sandviken. N=27. 1=Societal actors that disagree. 2=Decision-making authorities 
3=Policy plan 4=Actors concerned 
 

 
In the town of Malå the political news has a larger portion of democratic dimensions present in 

the content in comparison with Tranemo and Sandviken. 
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4.4. Framing: Focus and style dimension 
 
The focus dimensions are aiming to measure how the news are framed. Are they describing 

events from a public or personal perspective? Analyzing all the news items in the study and how 

the public/individual relevance is used in relation to news topics you get the following result:  

 

Topics 
Public 
relevance 

Individual 
relevance Total nr news items 

Politics 42 1 43 
 Business /economics 11 8 19 
 Social issues (work, health, education etc) 35 3 38 
 Sports 14 74 88 
 Accidents /disasters 3 9 12 
 Culture 13 6 19 
 Entertainment 2 8 10 
 Weather 3 0 3 
 Science /technology 2 0 2 
 Environment 7 0 7 
 Crime 4 24 28 
 Lifestyle /fitness 0 1 1 
 Community (social life, life events) 12 35 47 
 Others 3 1 4 
 

 
151 170 321 

      
Table 2. Public and individual relevance in news items sorted by news topic. 

 
If you look at the total amount of news items there are a majority that are framed from the 

individual perspective, 52 %. This is closely connected to sports news, that generally has an 

individual focus. If you take away the sports news the content in general has a stronger public 

focus, in 59 % of the news items.  Politics, economy and social issues are generally framed from a 

public perspective.  

 

More interesting is the fact that the crime news is dominated by the individual perspective. This 

indicates that criminal reporting focuses mostly on specific events that do not relate to larger 

societal patterns. The community news also has an individual perspective in a majority of the 

news items. This is not surprising since the local news have the role of portraying the individuals 

living in the community.  
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The second focus dimension looks at the thematic or episodic framing of the news. When 

analyzed from topic dimension you get the following result: 

 

Topics Thematic Episodic 
Total nr 
news items 

Politics 38 5 43 
Business /economics 9 10 19 
Social issues (work, health, education etc) 29 9 38 
Sports 27 61 88 
Accidents /disasters 1 11 12 
Culture 12 7 19 
Entertainment 1 9 10 
Weather 0 3 3 
Science /technology 2 0 2 
Environment 6 1 7 
Crime 6 22 28 
Lifestyle /fitness 0 1 1 
Community (social life, life events) 12 35 47 
Others 1 3 4 

 
144 177 321 

Table 3. Thematic or episodic framing in news items sorted by news topic. 

A majority of the news items are framed in an episodic manner, even though the sports news is 

not as concentrated in one direction as was the case with the previous focus dimension. The 

political news is mostly focused on thematic framing, but the economy news has a balance 

between the thematic and episodic perspectives.  
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4.4.1. Focus dimensions in municipalities 
 
Comparing the focus dimensions of the news content separated on the municipality level might 

be interesting to look at and the results are as follows:  

	
Figure 18.	Ratio between news items with public or individual focus in the different 
municipalities. N=321 
 

 

	
Figure 19. Ratio between news items with thematic or episodic framing in the different 
municipalities. N=321 
 
As you can see the ratio is fairly similar when you compare the focus dimensions between the 

three municipalities. The slight tendency of personal and episodic framing that you can see in the 

news items from Sandviken could be explained by the focus on sports news, that are 

characterized on individuals and single events. 
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4.4.2. Focus dimension in crime news 
When looking deeper into the data another question is whether the focus dimension of the crime 

reporting is varying between the communities. The focus dimension will give a hint about 

whether the crime news reporting is executed with a more analytical approach or simply as 

quoting the police reports. 

 

Crime news items in total (N = 28) 

 

Societal relevance: 4 

Individual relevance: 24 

 

Thematic framing: 6 

Episodic framing: 22  

 

If you analyze these dimensions in the separate municipalities you get the following result. 

 

	
Figure 20. Number of crime news items and focus dimensions in the different municipalities. 
N=28 

 
The number of news items about crime in Malå are very few and can not be used for drawing any 

solid conlusions. The result still indicates that the crime reporting in Sandviken has a deeper 

interpretive focus on a both societal and thematic level that goes beyond just aggregating the 

local police report. This can be explained by the bigger size of the community but might also be a 

sign of more resources. 
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4.4.3. Style dimension 
 
The next step in analyzing the result of the content analysis is to focus on the style dimension. 

The personal or impersonal news items are distributed in the news topics as follows: 

 

Topics Personal Impersonal 
Total nr 
news items 

Politics 13 30 43 
Business /economics 0 19 19 
Social issues (work, health, education etc) 0 38 38 
Sports 8 80 88 
Accidents /disasters 2 10 12 
Culture 5 14 19 
Entertainment 2 8 10 
Weather 0 3 3 
Science /technology 0 2 2 
Environment 1 6 7 
Crime 1 27 28 
Lifestyle /fitness 0 1 1 
Community (social life, life events) 3 44 47 
Others 0 4 4 
  35 286 321 
Table 4. Personal or impersonal style in news items sorted by news topic in all municipalities. 

 
There is a clear domination of impersonal style in the content. The figure that stands out is that 

the political news content has a larger portion of personally framed news, than the other two 

democratically relevant topics of economy and social issues. This might be a result of that the 

political news more often is based on letters to the editor. 
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Topics Opinionated/ 

emotional 
Neutral/ 
unemotional 

Total nr 
news 
items 

Politics 18 25 43 

Business /economics 5 14 19 
Social issues (work, health, education, 
migration) 

4 34 38 

Sports 58 30 88 

Accidents /disasters 1 11 12 
Culture 9 10 19 
Entertainment 5 5 10 
Weather 0 3 3 

Science /technology 0 2 2 
Environment 1 6 7 
Crime 1 27 28 

Lifestyle /fitness 0 1 1 
Community (social life, life events) 19 28 47 
Others 0 4 4 
  121 200 321 

Table 5. Opinionated/emotional or neutral style in news items sorted by news topic in all 
municipalities. 

 
The neutral style in the reporting is dominating when you look at the whole sample, in 62 % of 

all the news items. In sports news the ratio is the complete opposite: the emotional style is 

characterizing 64 % of the content. As would be expected, news about culture and entertainment 

has a higher degree of emotional framing. The high emotional value of the political content is 

interesting and might, as in the earlier category, have something to do with political letters to the 

editor that for natural reasons are framed to raise engagement. When looking at the crime 

category the emotional framing is practically non-existing. This might indicate that the crime 

reporting is mostly depending on police reports and not on original reporting. 
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4.4.4. Emotional/opinionated style  
 
When you differentiate the neutral vs emotional style between municipalities you get the 
following result. 
 

	
Figure 21.	Number of news items with emotional and neutral framing in the different 
municipalities. N=321 

 

The ratio between emotional/expressive and unemotional/neutral style is clearly differing 

between the municipalities. In Tranemo 45 % of the news items are written in an emotionally 

arousing way, in comparison to Malå where 29 % have an emotional style. Sandviken are 

somewhere in between with 38 % of the news items emotionally framed. 

 

4.5. Original reporting 
 
The next analytical dimension to show is the data on level of original reporting in the different 

municipalities.  

 

Municipality 
Own story 
Byline 

Own story  
No byline 

News 
Agency Collected Other 

Letter to 
Editor 

News 
items 

Malå 26 12 0 0 0 2 40 
Tranemo 33 24 0 1 0 6 64 
Sandviken 149 52 4 0 1 11 217 
Total 208 88 4 1 1 19 321 
Table 6. Number of news items separated by type of reporting and municipalities. 	
 
The data shows that the majority of the news items are produced in-house, even though a quite 

large number of the news is published without a byline.  
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If you add the two variables with and without byline you get the following result. 
 

Malå 38/40 = 95 % own stories 

Byline/no byline 65 %/30% 

5 % letters to the editor (citizen content) 

 

Tranemo 57/64 = 89 % own stories 

Byline/no byline 52 %/38% 

9 % letters to the editor (citizen content) 

 

Sandviken 201/217 = 93 % own stories 

Byline/no byline 69 %/24% 

5 % letters to the editor (citizen content)   

 

	
Figure 22. Percent of original reporting in the three municipalities 

 

The analysis shows that there is no significant difference between the level of original news 

production between the three municipalities - they vary between 89 and 95 %.  

 

The practice of publishing letters to the editor is used to about the same extent in all the three 

municipalities, except for in Tranemo that shows a slightly higher ratio for this type of content. 
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4.6. Sources 
 

83 news items have no mentioned source at all. If you compare the three municipalities you can 

see the following: 

 

The percentage of number of news items with no source mentioned: 

Malå: 9 = 9/40 = 23 % 

Tranemo: 20 = 20/64 = 31% 

Sandviken: 53/217 = 24 % 

 

The news items that has no source makes to about the same share in all the three municipalities. 

Looking closer at the different types of sources and their appearance in the content you get the 

following result: 

 

Source Type Malå Tranemo Sandviken 
International politicians or foreign government officials  0 0 0 
National government elected officials (politician) 0 0 4 
National government official employee   2 1 10 
Regional government elected officials (politician) 0 1 0 
Regional government official employee   0 6 7 
Local government elected official (politician) 10 4 25 
Local government official employee (including public 
employees like police)  7 15 27 
Ordinary citizens 8 19 65 
Non-affiliated associations and organizations 0 3 3 
Academic experts (linked to universities) 0 1 1 
Public relations officer/spokesperson  1 1 7 
Media Analysts/Media Spokespersons/Journalists 3 2 13 
Cultural practitioner (actor, director, musician etcetera) 2 2 15 
Religious leader/representative 1 0 0 
Business and trade  6 19 20 
Union 1 0 2 
Athlete 8 5 78 
NGO:s and non-profit organizations 2 17 10 
Non-elected political party member 1 0 3 
Anonymous 2 6 5 
Other 3 1 7 
Total number of sources 57 103 302 
Number of news items 40 64 217 
Ratio sources/news items 1,4 1,6 1,4 
Table 7. Number of sources and ratio of sourcing in all municipalities.  
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The ratio between number of sources mentioned and number of news items shows that all the 

three municipalities get about the same level of sourcing. The practice of reporting sources in a 

transparent way seems to be threatened in this sample of local journalistic content, with a ratio of 

1,4 to 1,6 sources per news item.  

 

When looking at the number of sources there is one category that stands out as getting most 

mentions and that is the athlete category. This category includes all types of people that are 

related to sports in general, such as coaches, sports club managers etc. 
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5. Analysis and discussion 
 

This section will include an analysis and discussion of the results from the content analysis. The 

aim is to create a broader understanding of the results and put them in perspective of other 

recent studies that might create a richer picture of their meaning. First the news outlets will be 

discussed in relation to ownership and syndication practices. News topics will be discussed from 

both political and social perspectives as well as framing, original reporting and sourcing. 

Comparisons with national data will be made and reflections around the theoretical perspectives 

within local journalism studies will be presented.   

 

5.1. News outlets and editorial profile 
The list of all the news outlets and their number of news items can be found in Appendix 1 and 

they give an important outline of the local media landscape that has been shown through the 

content analysis. The result shows that the local daily newspapers still play an important role of 

being the key stone media in the studied municipalities. The local newspapers have played an 

important role historically in Sweden (Truedson 2016) as well as in the other Scandinavian 

countries Norway (Engan 2015) and Denmark (Lund 2010). Despite cutbacks newspapers 

produce a large majority of the local news content in the studied municipalities. Since the search 

for local content was done on ALL media outlets in the Retriever database you can draw the 

conclusion that if there are no newspapers there is hardly any news coverage from these 

communities.  

 

The public service radio, SR, is the fourth biggest producer of local news. Since SR is covering all 

the three municipalities it would not have been a surprise if it would have been the biggest of all, 

since it has been coded as one single news outlet and not as three separate. SVT, the Swedish 

public service television, appears first on the twelfth place on the list. As mentioned earlier, the 

actual news production from SVT may not be included here, since there might be broadcasted 

material that do not get listed in Retriever. Despite this - public service radio produce more local 

news content than public service television. A reflection about this is that the public service 

media are not sufficient for a citizen who wants to stay informed about events in these 

communities. This is worrying from a democratic perspective and from the fact that public 

service should cover the whole country and not just the bigger cities. The regional coverage 

might be better, but the local is poor, at least in the result from this study. 
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Looking closer on the separate newspapers you can see that there are two competing newspapers 

in Sandviken that produce a majority of the news items, which is not surprising when it comes to 

a municipality of that size. What is significant is that these two newspapers, Arbetarbladet and 

Gefle Dagblad, are owned by the same company, Mittmedia. Historically in Sweden there used to 

be two competing newspapers with opposing political views located in the regional capitals and 

with local offices in many municipalities, representing the left (socialist) and the right (liberal or 

conservative) perspectives on local life. The last decade a concentration of ownership has 

changed this system and there is only one region left that still have two competing newspapers 

with independent owners and that is Värmland, with Nya Wermlandstidningen and Värmlands 

Folkblad (Truedson 2015).  

 

Arbetarbladet in Sandviken produces a big portion of the local news, with 79 news items in 

comparison to 59 from the competitor Gefle Dagblad. That they share the same owner can be 

seen for example in the practice of syndicating news content, which will be discussed later. 

Mittmedia owns a large portion of local news media in the northern part of Sweden and claims to 

be focusing on "qualitative news with a local perspective who promotes dialogue, engagement 

and democracy" (www.mittmedia.se).  

 

The third biggest producer of local news is Svenljunga & Tranemo Tidning. It is a free local 

newspaper that is funded by local advertising and was started as late as 1992 (in about the same 

time period when other free newspapers was started, as Metro who was founded in 1995 

(www.metro.se). Svenljunga & Tranemo Tidning was bought by Gota Media in 2011 and by 

Markbladet in 2014 which makes it a part of a larger local market of so called freelies. The 

newspaper expresses a journalistic vision of "spreading news about what is happening in the local 

community" (www.stthuset.com). They are also claiming to promote local debate through 

publishing letters to the editor in important matters. The journalistic routine of monitoring the 

public political life of the municipality is not mentioned, but on the other hand this type of news 

are produced by Borås Tidning and Ulricehamns tidning that are more traditional legacy 

newspapers. 

 

Norran is the biggest producer of news from Malå. The newspaper head office lies in Skellefteå 

and there are three separate local editorial offices. Norran is run by a foundation that states a 

clearly liberal political standpoint. Their vision is to focus on freedom, health, existential issues 

and entrepreneurship and small businesses (www.norran.se). 
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When comparing the distribution of news topics and the major news outlets in each municipality 

it indicates that the editorial strategy of the news outlets are embodied through the choice of 

news topics. The stated focus of the newspapers is actually reflected in the news topic profile - in 

Sandviken, with a long bandy tradition, the newspapers wrote about the local sports teams (and 

mostly about bandy), in Malå a major focus lies on politics and business and in Tranemo on 

community news.   

 

The recent study Kommunbevakningen that has measured changes in the political news content 

showed that both Malå and Sandviken have a political coverage below average for municipalities 

of the same size. Bergvall (2015) mentions Sandviken as one of the most under reported 

municipalities of the manufacturing group. This study includes all local news and not just 

politically related news and it still confirms the low number of news items per capita. Bergvall 

suggests that it is the closeness to the larger regional capital Gävle that could be an explanation of 

why Sandviken gets such poor media coverage. Whether the reason is economic pressure from 

the owners, a strong focus in media on metropolitan life or a general lack of interest in the life of 

industrial communities, it is still a problematic sign for Sandviken and its citizens. 

 

5.2. Syndication for efficiency 
The syndication pattern in this data shows that it clearly is the result of an economic strategy 

from the large media company Mittmedia than runs the two newspapers in Sandviken. They 

produce content - sports, community and crime - that they publish in separate outlets. From a 

business strategy this is of course the most rational thing to do and the topics are commercially 

easy to sell to both audience and advertisers. The question is if this also undermines the reason 

for keeping the two separate newspapers? Why run two competing news outlets if they are so 

similar? The local newspapers with their traditional (and political) role in the community might 

slowly loose their unique role if the owner is continuing to publish the same content. A 

speculation is that the political profile of "the red" and "the blue" might get blurry and eventually 

lead to that the two papers will be merged into one. The effects of having just one newspaper 

instead of two are something that would be interesting to find out more about. Since this is the 

case in many municipalities in Sweden it would be an area to investigate further. Still, syndication 

practices in this study indicates that the process of making the news production more efficient is 

affecting the news outcome in Sandviken. 

     



	 57	

5.3. Distribution of news topics - political and social aspects 
The three most democratically relevant news topics are politics, economics and social issues and 

their share of the news content shows quite big variations between the three municipalities. 

Together they make up for 31,1 % of all the news content. This can be compared with Karlsson's 

study (2016) that show that 38 % and 27% of the news covered these topics in analog and digital 

media in 2014. Strömbäck and Lund (2016) also concludes that political content gets less room in 

local news than in national (15 % in comparison to 55 %) - a tendency similar to the result of this 

study. This fact is troublesome from the political/democratic perspective and from the social 

perspective as well. The Swedish political system is based on the municipality level with a high 

degree of local self-governing. The national politics are not influencing our lives to the same 

extent as the local politics. So why do the news media not reflect this? In recent years many 

important political issues concerning schools, health care and infrastructure have raised debate on 

a national level. Why is for example the school system not ensuring an equal quality for all the 

pupils in the country? The answer for this is simple - because the municipalities and the local 

politicians are having so much power over the schools. This is not reflected in the media and 

therefore the citizens have less possibility of putting a political pressure on the right people. The 

functioning of local democracy is therefore threatened. This also has an impact of the social 

aspects of local identity. The underdog function that was discussed earlier - the possibility of 

creating an identity that is not ruled by the majority of the bigger cities - is also undermined by 

this situation when political issues are not monitored and discussed publically. 

 

5.4. Political but negative? 
Looking at the ratio on municipality level the Sandviken news shows a significantly lower ratio 

for democratically relevant news. The high ratio for Malå is interesting considering that the major 

news outlet of the community also clearly mention the aim of focusing on local economy and 

social issues, as was mentioned earlier. Over all the democratic perspective in the local news from 

Malå is more prominent, which can be interpreted as a positive sign for the local community. But 

a qualitative reflection from the coding process is that the democratically relevant news from 

Malå was often reporting on quite negative issues. News about offices or businesses shutting 

down, population decrease and the start-up of publically financed networks for the strengthening 

of rural business etc seems to be "the normal". This is just an interpretation that can not be 

proven by this analysis, since there was no category for "the positive" and "the negative" 

reporting in the coding. That is something that would be interesting to investigate further to get 
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solid proof, but it would still be not very far-fetched to think that the young generations and their 

local identity is influenced by just hearing really bad news about their local community.  

 

5.5. Sports - just for profit or creating the local identity? 
If you look at all the news items and their distribution in different news topics the heavy focus on 

sports stands out. Another recent study by Karlsson (2016) has compared news topics in both 

local, regional and national analog and digital media outlets and it shows that sports make up for 

10 % of the analog and 13 % of the digital content. 27 % is more than double (even though there 

is no separation between different types of publication forms in this study). When looking at the 

three communities separately the sports ratio is 17,5 % for Malå, 15,6 % for Tranemo and 32 % 

for Sandviken. It is clear that in these local settings, sports are prioritized by the news 

organizations. You might look at this fact from different perspectives. As a way of building a 

local identity and a sense of community on the local level the sports news may play an important 

role. It might also be a sign of the commercial interests taking over - as sports might be seen as a 

"soft" content that attracts advertisers. From a democratic gender perspective the focus on sports 

is troublesome because it generally is focused on men and a male audience. With the nature of 

these three municipalities (industrial producers) in mind there might be a risk in not producing 

news that will appeal to other groups than the traditional industrial worker?  

 

5.6. Community news   
In local journalism research studies have shown that the citizens expect the local media to keep 

them informed of what is happening in the local community in a broader sense than just 

reporting on the formal layers of society (as was discussed earlier). Therefore the community 

news topic dimension can be regarded as extra vital for keeping the local news relevant. This type 

of news production is time consuming and therefore expensive. Community news also is the type 

of news that is depending on the journalist's personal abilities to build and sustain relationships 

with both individuals and groups.  

 

The ratio of community news is differing a lot between the three studied communities. Since this 

news topic has been added in this particular study to show particular local content, there are no 

other studies that can be used for comparisons. One conclusion of the result is that the strong 

focus on community news in Tranemo can be related to the free newspaper Svenljunga & 

Tranemo Tidning. Their editorial focus is to reflect the life of the community and it clearly results 

in a more extensive reporting than in the other two studied municipalities. This could be 



	 59	

interpreted as something positive for the citizens of the community. It could on the other hand 

be criticized as just spreading a commercial and superficial picture of the local community, with 

the aim of pleasing advertisers. An interesting note from the coding process was that one of the 

news items, that was based on a letter to the editor from one of the citizens living in the rural 

area of Tranemo, was a very sharp and satirical chronicle that was ironically proclaiming his own 

independent country. The writer meant that the public services like postal service, internet access 

and many other necessary services etc was practically shut down in that remote area anyway. The 

newspaper article showed clearly the discrepancies in how the political and economical systems 

of today is played out for people living in rural areas. Where do we direct our political claims? 

How do we advocate our rights as consumers? This is of course not easily answered for anyone, 

but for citizens living far away from the big cities this is even more complicated.  

 

Important when understanding the local news is to not be media centric. As the news ecology 

model suggests, there are so many other ways of staying informed today. The role of social media 

and other information producers like municipality communication departments might have 

overtaken the role of spreading local community news through web sites, Facebook pages and 

groups. This study is not measuring that type of news outlets. Still there might be something for 

local news media to focus more on in general to stay relevant. The community news is 

appreciated by the citizens and creates the truly local and unique content.  

 

5.7. Support of democratic values 
The aim when analyzing news from the four news topic dimensions is to grasp the democratic 

value of the reporting. The news should not just inform the citizens, it should also "hold power 

to account" as Rasmus Kleis Nielsen puts it (2015). Kleis Nielsen is also referring to a discussion 

among scholars about whether this role is threatened when so many influential stakeholders in 

the local community uses the local media for publishing their own biased material and that the 

reporters are not scrutinizing these reports.  With only 23 of the 321 news items (or 7,2 %) that 

portrays all the four topic dimensions the conclusion is that the local journalistic output is weak 

when it comes to forming democratic imperatives. Separated by topic you can also see that ten of 

these news items are about crime. They usually tell the story about some type of legal conflict 

between a business representative and the state.  

 

The analysis then goes deeper into the separate dimensions and the result show that there are 

more news items that includes at least one or more of them, even if not all. The policy plan 
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dimension has the highest percentage in all the three municipalities and this might be a result of 

that they relatively easy accessible type of information and therefore cheap to gather. In a society 

of digital media you can find policy plans through web search. Interviewing the people that are 

affected by these plans is something much more time consuming. This can be related to the fear 

of local journalists being dependent of other actors that produce their own content and that the 

reporters are just using this biased information without analyzing its effects. 

 

5.8. The democratic dimension on political content 
It is also relevant to look closer into the purely political content to see how the four topic 

dimensions play out. The political content has the highest need for a democratic presentation. It 

is clear that Malå has the highest ratio of democratic news dimension of the three municipalities - 

even though there can be no strong assumptions made on such a low number of news items. 

Tranemo's political news is also showing a low number when it comes to mentioning decision-

making authorities.  

 

The results might be an indicator of that the political news of these three municipality shows a 

rather low standard in exposing important conflicts issues that may influence the citizens. To 

sustain a vital local democracy the symbolic watchdog is necessary. This can also be seen in the 

light of Brink Lund's work (2010) in Denmark that was mentioned earlier. It showed that the 

breaking of important scandals etc usually started by exposure through the work of local 

journalists and that the national media then quickly continued to monitor and report to a larger 

audience. The findings of this study might indicate that there are few occasions where this 

possibility might appear.   

 

To understand the result further it is relevant to compare with other studies on a national level. A 

recent study on the practice of sharing news on social media (Karlsson 2016 b) shows a tendency 

that news about politics with a clearly "hard angle" are getting more shares than other. The 

commercial interest in selling digital advertising is highly dependent of clicks and shares. In the 

interest of creating content that the readers want to share with others - and hence gain better 

profitability - the local news producers might gain from focusing more on this type of reporting. 

7,2 % of the total news content could indicate that there might be room for improvement in this 

area. On the other hand - this study does not include whether the news items are shared so this 

might not be applicable in these local settings to the same extent.  
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A discussion about whether the media is developing towards the individual and random events, a 

general tabloidization, has been widespread, not only in academic but also in public debate 

(Wadbring, 2016). In the analysis of the political content and its focus dimensions the results 

show that it generally is framed with public relevance (98 % of the political news items) and from 

a thematic perspective (88 % of the political news items).  

 

This is interesting to compare with national data. In a study by Strömbäck and Nord (2016) they 

found that 87 % of the political news was framed from a public relevance and that 50 % where 

framed from a thematic perspective. The local political news in this study are clearly framed more 

towards the public and thematic than the content of the national study.   

 

5.9. Framing the crime 
When looking closer on how the crime news is framed you can see that is it clearly framed as 

having individual relevance (in 24 of 28 news items) and described as an episodic event (in 22 of 

28 news items). The reason for this might be that it simply is a cheap way of producing news - 

reading the police reports or talking to the police only give specific and episodic information. To 

get a deeper understanding of the effects of crime there has to be time and effort investigated in 

the reporting. In the light of the recent developments of "alternative" news media, or right wing 

groups that spread content on crime from a racist perspective, this situation is troubling. The 

local news media has an important task in publishing news on crime that is following ethical rules 

and gives a democratic perspective on criminal actions.   

 

5.10. Style of reporting 
The norms of the style of news reporting has traditionally been that it should be impersonal and 

neutral. The critique around the supposed general tabloidization of the news media (Kovach, 

Rosenstiel 2014) has been focusing on that news media is drifting towards the private, personal 

and the biased style. When looking at the style of the reporting in this study divided by topics, the 

general assessment is that the local news is impersonal and neutral. Looking at the three hard 

topic dimensions it is just the political content that has a higher degree of personal and 

opinionated style. This does not come as a surprise - political content is more often chronicles or 

based on letters to the editor. We also know that the readers appreciate when the local media 

raise important issues and promote debate. The study about sharing practices that was mentioned 

earlier (Karlsson 2016) also indicated that political content expressing strong opinions are shared 

more than other content. Important to mention is that the political content based on letters to 
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the editor are just promoting one point of view. Since the randomly picked days in this study do 

not include consecutive days it does not monitor if they really do raise political debate. 

 

The low number of personally written news might also indicate that the local news media do not 

work on building strong profiles or characters. On the national level, the high profile newspaper 

Dagens Nyheter increasingly promotes individual reporters that creates personal and opinionated 

news articles (like for example Björn af Kleen and Niklas Orrenius). A general trend in media 

seems to be focusing on character driven content - the audience follows the person, regardless of 

platform. The result of this study shows that the local news do not promote individual reporters 

in the same way - if this is good or bad is left unsaid, but a possible way of promoting local web 

traffic might be to adapt to this more personal style to attract readers.  

 

When looking at the neutral vs emotional style the other topics that stand out is sports with 66 %  

and community news, with 40 % emotionally written news items. This does neither come as a 

surprise - sports news is supposed to raise emotions. Community news also has the purpose of 

telling the stories of people in the community and the use of emotionally engaging language 

characterizes this genre. You might even conclude that the community news should be more 

engaging in style to be relevant for the citizens and that the dominating neutral style might be 

negative for the impact. This is of course depending on whether you regard adapting to demands 

of the market as something positive or negative, which can based on political orientation or on 

whether the functions of the news media is viewed from a pragmatic or idealistic perspective. 

 

When comparing the profile of the different municipalities when it comes to emotional vs neutral 

style it is Tranemo that clearly has the highest rate of emotional news with 45 % of the entire 

news content. Whether this can be explained by editorial strategies of the dominating free 

newspaper Svenljunga & Tranemo tidning is hard to say and would need a deeper analysis to be 

answered within this study. But this correlates well with the national findings of Wadbring (2016) 

that shows a higher prevalence of soft and uncritical content in the free weeklies. The relatively 

high degree of emotional content from Sandviken can once again be related to the big focus on 

sports news.  

 

The results indicates that the bigger the municipality, the more emotional news - a fact that also 

might be explained by the higher competition between different news outlets in bigger 

communities. 
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5.11. Original reporting - locally produced, but who is the reporter? 
The result that might come as a surprise after listening to media critics is the data on the level of 

original reporting. The news output from all the three municipalities is to a high extent produced 

in-house - 95 % in Malå, 89 % in Tranemo and 93 % in Sandviken. It is likely that the local 

newspapers publish international and national news that are produced by news agencies like TT, 

but since this study only focuses on local content, they do not appear in the data. The local 

newspapers are truly key stone media that creates actual new news, in correlation the previous 

research that was mentioned earlier (Lacy et al 2012, Kleis Nielsen 2015, Abernathy, 2014). This 

might indicate that the possibilities of local journalists to monitor and report on local politics (as 

watchdogs) and to stay accountable in the eyes of the citizens are still at bay.  

 

When reflecting on this further, the geo-social aspects that has been discussed by Hess and 

Waller (2014) can come at play. Since the local news now is digital it might play an important part 

for people that no longer lives in the municipality but still wants to stay in touch with the local 

community. The local newspapers use of spreading content through social media has not been 

included in this study, but the fact that such a high portion of the news content is produced 

through original reporting, the possibility of reaching "citizens in exile" is high. The fear that 

many manufacturing municipalities share of loosing their younger population when they move 

away for studies and new work opportunities and never getting them to move back later on in 

life, might be lessened by a functioning geo-social readership. Whether this geo-social 

communication should be handled by news media or not is not - you might think that this could 

be handled by other type of actors like municipality communication departments or other public 

stakeholders. For civic and democratic reasons there are reasons for keeping this role within 

independent news media. Especially in these times when political interests in both Sweden and 

other European countries are working against public transparency and a free press. 

 

The use of byline plays a role in different ways. First of all it is a matter of transparency and 

accountability around facts and framing. The commercial aspects is also at play, as was discussed 

earlier with the current trend of profiling reporters. It is also a matter of being identifiable in the 

local community to facilitate the search for news, finding of sources and being present for the 

citizens. Therefore - separating the original reporting in relation to byline or no byline 

complicates the positive result. Almost 40 % of the original reporting from Tranemo is without 

byline and this raises a suspicion about whether the content really is original after all? Sandviken 

has a much lower ratio of only 24 %. To find out the reason for this you need other research 

methods like newsroom observations or anonymous interviews with editors and reporters 
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(anonymous because they would have many reasons for not telling the truth). A qualitative 

assessment from the coding process is that news items without byline tends to be rewrites or 

initiated by press releases. The news ecology perspective might be used to understand this 

phenomenon. An example is when Statistics Sweden (SCB) has sent out a press release that 

reports on new statistics that involves all the municipalities. This is picked up by the local 

editorial offices and they make a local takedown of the story. Another version is when the 

municipalities communication departments picks up the press release from Sweden Statistics to 

make a positive version of the locally related facts and then sends it to the news media. This was 

obvious in several cases from the seven days of the study. This procedure was found even in 

news items with a byline and without sourcing in a clear way. A news story worth mentioning is 

when public radio SR reported on population changes in the regional capital Umeå in a very 

positive tone. Malå was only mentioned as one municipality that had shrunk its population.  

 

Conclusion - local original reporting with or without byline might not be original at all. The news 

ecology perspective also puts a light on that the local news quite often is originated from national 

stakeholders like government authorities like the National Board on Housing, Building and 

Planning (Boverket) or the Public Health Agency (Folkhälsomyndigheten). 

 

5.12. Sourcing for accountability and local relevance 
Sourcing is the foundation of journalism. Looking at the result of this study shows some 

interesting tendencies. In certain aspects the size of the community good be a credible 

explanation for differences, as in the category of local government official employees. If you look 

at the local politicians the sourcing do not follow this logic. Tranemo only has two local 

politicians as sources in total. When looking at political sources it is clear that Malå has a stronger 

habit of interviewing local politicians than Sandviken. In Tranemo the news refer to more 

sources that are a representing some type of NGO or non-profit organization, which could also 

be related to the stronger focus on community news that characterizes the Tranemo news topic 

profile. 

 

In Sandviken the reporters clearly devote a lot of time on interviewing sports related sources. The 

journalists do not just cover competitions, games and results but also get statements and 

comments at least one person that can comment the event. What can be underlined is that 65 

citizens appear in the news coverage from Sandviken, in relation to 78 athletes. Whether sports 

news is "good" or "bad" is of course a matter of personal opinion. From a local identity or 
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common interest perspective the prevalence of sports sources might be positive. Also as being a 

sign of a business strategy for local news outlets who needs to sell advertising space to enable 

reporting on more societal issues. But on the other hand - could it be reasonable or relevant to 

put so much attention and news coverage to a certain interest that is not relevant for many 

citizens?  

 

The use of sources indicates a presence of the local journalist in the community and also of the 

presence of "authentic" material in the content. Authentic in this case meaning true 

representation of the societal structures and individuals living in society. Aggregated news and 

rewrites are far from this authenticity. Whether the sourcing in this study is showing a good or 

bad working practice is hard to say. One general assumption is that there is a big potential in 

using sources a lot more for creating relevant and credible news for more people in the local 

community. In that way the local news organizations can strengthen their own "social capital" as 

was mentioned by Hess and Waller (2014, a) and also the social capital of the whole community. 

On the other hand - the reporters must also get the time and resources from their news 

organizations to be able to do this. This is a working practice that must be prioritized by the 

owners and managers.     
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6. Conclusions 
In this final section there will be conclusions drawn about the research questions and how the 

results relate to the theoretical concepts that were presented in the introduction. 

 

6.1. Research questions and answers 
RQ1. Who is producing the news content - which are the news outlets and are they 

connected to each other? 

The local daily newspapers are the key stone media in the three municipalities. The public service 

radio and tv stations are producing a smaller portion of the local news items. In Sandviken where 

the two dominant newspapers are owned by the some company some of the news content are 

syndicated which means that the same news content is published in different outlets. 

 

RQ2. What kind of news topics are covered in the three different municipalities? 

The three different municipalities have different profiles in the distribution between news topics. 

Malå's content is mostly about social issues, Tranemo's content has mostly community news and 

Sandviken's is dominated by sports news. For the most democratically relevant news topics 

politics, economics and social issues in total, Malå has two thirds of the content within these 

topics, while Sandviken has one third. 

 

RQ3. How is the local journalistic output framed in relation to democratic values? 

The three municipalities all has a very low number of news items that are including all the four 

democratically relevant news dimension. The political content mostly refers to policy plans but 

not the societal actors that disagree. 

 

RQ4. How is the local journalistic output framed in relation to focus and style?  

A majority of the news items is mostly framed from an individual and episodic perspective. This 

can be explained through the dominance of sports news items from Sandviken. In the 

democratically relevant content the framing is mostly public, thematic, impersonal and neutral. 

Opinionated or emotional framing is mostly common within sports and community news.  

 

RQ5. What is the level of original reporting? The level of original reporting is high in all the 

three municipalities, but it contains a high ratio of original news without byline. The news 

ecology perspective shows that original news items sometimes are local take-downs of national 

news. Letters to the editor are published quite often in all the three municipalities. 
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RQ6. What kinds of sources are used by the local journalists and to what extent? 

One third of the news items have no source mentioned at all. Interviews with sources are most 

common within sports. Citizens are the second biggest type of source followed by local 

politicians and official employees.  

 

6.2. Weaknesses of the study 
First of all - in media and communication studies there is always the risk of falling into a narrow 

media centric perspective. When understanding complicated human social aspects like identity or 

community the media is just one of the dimensions where these matters take form. In this time 

of rapid change of technology it is easy to be carried away by the importance of these changes. 

Can the news content from legacy media really show how information reaches the citizens at all?   

 

In my review I have chosen not to focus on how the agenda setting is formed on the local level 

(that would be needed to truly assess on what kind of dog the local journalist really is!). The 

power perspective with different stakeholders within the municipality is something that would be 

interesting to dig deeper into and to find out more if the symbolic watchdog is doing its job. It 

would also be interesting to find out more about the working conditions for the local journalist - 

are they getting the time and resources that they need? 

 

Within research on local journalism the news ecology is an important theory that puts a light on 

the connectedness of digital media. This theory would have been fruitful to explore further. In 

this study the legacy media was included but today there are so many more actors that contribute 

to the spreading of news. Municipality communication departments, health care institutions and 

other civic organization etc produce more and more of their own public information and might 

carry many of these responsibilities that used to be the journalists and news organizations. And 

finally - the role of social media and its shaping of the local identity is without a doubt significant. 

This study has not included the social media at all - to get a full picture you would have to add 

more different type of content producers. 

 

6.3. Professional relevance 
The local journalism business is working under an enormous strain from changing behaviors of 

readers and advertisers, with lost revenues and a pressure to produce more with less resources. It 

is actually quite surprising that the news content is covering as much as it really does. Still this 
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study might serve as a reminder of that the democratically relevant topics and framing is worth to 

be the top priority. The local newspapers are the key stone media - if they don't produce the 

news - no one else will. When you consider the competition and the need to stay relevant, a 

better idea is to focus on the primary democratic functions instead of trying to report on 

everything. From the local perspective and for the sake of creating the common diary, the 

community news and the use of sources cannot be underestimated. If the local news outlets do 

not represent the citizens it can easily become even more non-relevant.    

 

6.4. Societal relevance 
When debating the future of journalism - and by all means, democracy - is it easy to be blinded 

by historical traditions or political standpoints. Keeping an open and analytical perspective to 

legacy, alternative and social media when studying how citizens get their local news is important. 

Therefore I believe that the notion of key stone media is effective to analyze where the actual 

original reporting takes place. Because no matter in what form it is clear that journalistic ideals 

and practices still plays a fundamental role for both communities and individuals. 

 

Since local journalism is threatened the politicians should be worried - for the sake of democracy 

but also for the sake of keeping sustainable communities outside the metropolitan areas. The 

implications of societies with a weak monitoring of power are deep. The state subsidies that have 

been given to newspapers based on prescribers etc are doomed to fail - but the process of 

changing the system for subsidies has been initiated and will not be addressed in this study. The 

suggestion made by former publisher Jan Helin (2015) that the best solution would be to create a 

common media platform that could be shared by all the different local media producers sound 

like an interesting idea.  

 

6.5. Future research 
The result of this study would benefit from having more news items - therefore adding seven 

more days to the data would create a more valid result.  

 

The method used in this study could be used for studying more municipalities. You could 

continue to analyze more manufacturing municipalities or you could analyze another type of 

municipality - for example would municipalities in sparsely populated areas be interesting.  
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To add another layer to the understanding of the local journalism in these three communities it 

would also be interesting to use complementary qualitative methods like interviews or 

observations. How do the citizens value the local journalistic content? Are there differences 

between different age groups or social groups? What do the journalists think about their working 

practices and their ability to work according to the journalistic norms and ideals? How do they 

think about democratic dimensions and framing? Another perspective that would add more 

depth would be to follow the daily work and editorial decisions in the newsrooms or the 

reporters when they are gathering data.   

 

The local journalistic practice of publishing content made by citizens, such as letters to the editor, 

would be interesting to look into further, from the news ecology perspective. Do these news 

items generate public debates that later influence the politicians or other influential people in the 

local community? And how do these debates relate and spread through social media? The 

democratic debate of today is a complex matter since it is travelling between different media 

platforms continuously. That would be interesting to investigate further. 

 

As was mentioned earlier, the legacy media centrism is problematic. To fully understand the news 

content of the studied municipalities you would have to include a much broader type of content - 

social media, local government webpages, private blogs and also content that non-profit 

organizations produce. The Swedish society has many different stakeholders when it comes to 

the spreading of information.  
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Appendix 1: Code sheet Content analysis Local news 
 
ID-variables 
1. News outlet (0=VF, 1=NWT, 2=DN, 3=SR, 4=Borås tidning etc) 
2. Date of publishing yy/mm/dd 
3. News ID (0= Munkfors 1= Malå 2= Tranemo 3= Sandviken) 
4. News item headline 
5. Syndicated (0=not syndicated within sample, 1=first syndicated version, 2=second syndicated 
version, 3= third syndicated version) 
 
FRAMING/PRESENTATION 
 
6 News topic dimensions 
1) Politics  
2) Business/economics  
3) Social issues (work, health, education, migration)  
4) Sports  
5) Accidents/disasters  
6) Culture  
7) Entertainment  
8) Weather  
9) Science, technology  
10) Media  
11) Environment  
12) Crime  
13) Lifestyle, fitness  
14) War/conflict  
15) Community (social life, life events) 
16) Others  
 
 
Topic dimension 
 
7. Societal actors involved (two or more societal actors - parties, voters and politicans, 
corporations, organizations) that disagree on a societal issue   
0=not present 
1=present 
 
8. Decision-making authorities (organization that has economic and formal power within the 
context/field) 
0=not present 
1=present 
 
9. Policy plan (planned or realized decision, measure or programme that relates to the issue) 
0= not present 
1=present 
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10. Actors concerned (citizens, corporations, organizations that are clearly related to the 
conflict/policy plan. An actor should be mentioned clearly. There can be one single actor 
mentioned.) 
0=not present 
1= present 
 
Focus dimension 
 
11. Public/social relevance vs Personal/private consequences (when no clear connection to 
surrounding area) 
0=predominantly societal relevance 
1=predominantly individual relevance 
 
12. Thematic vs episodic framing 
 
0= predominantly thematic framing 
1= predominantly episodic framing 
 
Style dimension 
 
13.  Explicit personal views of the reporter: the journalist's own personal impressions or 
opinions/Impersonal reporting 
0= predominantly personal 
1= predominantly impersonal 
 
14. Opinionated/expressive or neutral/unemotional. The expressive and emotional style must be 
characteristic for the whole text and not only in a few sentences. Consider that content 
originating from citizens might be more expressive to its nature. Also consider exclamations and 
calls for action. 
0= predominantly emotional arousing framing 
1= predominantly unemotional framing 
 
15. Level of original reporting 
 
0: Own story (byline) 
1: Own story (without byline) 
2: News agency 
3: Mix of 1 and 2 
4: Collected from other partner 
5: Other 
6: Not available 
7: Letters to the editor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	 78	

Sources explicitly mentioned and with a clear role/connection to a certain context (type number 
of sources) 
 
16 International politicians or foreign government officials  
17 National government elected officials (politician) 
18 National government official employee   
19 Regional government elected officials (politician) 
20 Regional government official employee   
21 Local government elected official (politician) 
22 Local government official employee (including public employees like police  
 etc) 
23 Ordinary citizens 
24 Non-affiliated associations and organizations 
25 Academic experts (linked to universities) 
26 Public relations officer/spokesperson  
27 Media Analysts/Media Spokespersons/Journalists 
28 Cultural practitioner (actor, director, musician etcetera) 
29 Religious leader/representative 
30 Business and trade  
31 Union 
32 Sports (including athletes and other sports actors like coaches, club owners etc) 
33 NGO’s and non-profit organizations 
34 Non-elected political party member 
35  Anonymous 
36 Other 
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Appendix 2: Inter coder reliability 
 
Measuring inter coder reliability using Cohen's Kappa. 
 
 
Formula for calculating K (observed agreement): 
 

  
 
po is the relative observed agreement among raters, and pe is the hypothetical probability of chance 
agreement, using the observed data to calculate the probabilities of each observer randomly 
saying each category. If the raters are in complete agreement then κ = 1.  
 
Cohen's Kappa for variables 1 to 37. The test was done on 38 news items by two different 
coders. 
 
ID-variables 
1. News outlet (0=VF, 1=NWT, 2=DN, 3=SR, 4=Borås tidning etc) 
2. Date of publishing yy/mm/dd 
3. News ID (0= Munkfors 1= Malå 2= Tranemo 3= Sandviken) 
4. News item headline 
5. Syndicated (0=not syndicated within sample, 1=first syndicated version, 2=second syndicated 
version, 3= third syndicated version) 
 
K = 1 
 
FRAMING/PRESENTATION 
 
6 News topic dimensions 
1) Politics  
2) Business/economics  
3) Social issues (work, health, education, migration)  
4) Sports  
5) Accidents/disasters  
6) Culture  
7) Entertainment  
8) Weather  
9) Science, technology  
10) Media  
11) Environment  
12) Crime  
13) Lifestyle, fitness  
14) War/conflict  
15) Community (social life, life events) 
16) Others  
 
37/38 
K ≈ 0,97 
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Topic dimension 
 
7. Societal actors involved (two or more societal actors - parties, voters and politicans, 
corporations, organizations) that disagree on a societal issue   
0=not present 
1=present 
 
33/38 
K≈ 0,74 
 
8. Decision-making authorities (organization that has economic and formal power within the 
context/field) 
0=not present 
1=present 
 
33/38 
K≈0,74 
 
9. Policy plan (planned or realized decision, measure or programme that relates to the issue) 
0= not present 
1=present 
 
34/38 
K≈ 0,79 
 
10. Actors concerned (citizens, corporations, organizations that are clearly related to the 
conflict/policy plan. An actor should be mentioned clearly. There can be one single actor 
mentioned.) 
0=not present 
1= present 
 
34/38 
K≈ 0,79 
 
Focus dimension 
 
11. Public/social relevance vs Personal/private consequences (when no clear connection to 
surrounding area) 
0=predominantly societal relevance 
1=predominantly individual relevance 
 
36/38 
K≈0,89 
 
12. Thematic vs episodic framing 
 
0= predominantly thematic framing 
1= predominantly episodic framing 
 
34/38 
K≈0,79 
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Style dimension 
 
13.  Explicit personal views of the reporter: the journalist's own personal impressions or 
opinions/Impersonal reporting 
0= predominantly personal 
1= predominantly impersonal 
 
38/38 
K=1 
 
14. Opinionated/expressive or neutral/unemotional. The expressive and emotional style must be 
characteristic for the whole text and not only in a few sentences. Consider that content 
originating from citizens might be more expressive to its nature. Also consider exclamations and 
calls for action. 
0= predominantly emotional arousing framing 
1= predominantly unemotional framing 
 
35/38 
K≈0,84 
 
15. Level of original reporting 
 
0: Own story (byline) 
1: Own story (without byline) 
2: News agency 
3: Mix of 1 and 2 
4: Collected from other partner 
5: Other 
6: Not available 
7: Letters to the editor 
 
37/38 
K≈ 0,97 
 
Average agreement: 12,52/14≈0,89 
 
 
Sources explicitly mentioned and with a clear role/connection to a certain context (type number 
of sources) 
 
16 International politicians or foreign government officials  
17 National government elected officials (politician) 
18 National government official employee   
19 Regional government elected officials (politician) 
20 Regional government official employee   
21 Local government elected official (politician) 
22 Local government official employee (including public employees like police  
 etc) 
23 Ordinary citizens 
24 Non-affiliated associations and organizations 
25 Academic experts (linked to universities) 
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26 Public relations officer/spokesperson  
27 Media Analysts/Media Spokespersons/Journalists 
28 Cultural practitioner (actor, director, musician etcetera) 
29 Religious leader/representative 
30 Business and trade  
31 Union 
32 Athlete 
33 NGO’s and non-profit organizations 
34 Non-elected political party member 
35  Anonymous 
36 Other 
 
Agreement on sources: K=19,95/21 ≈ 0,95 
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Appendix 3: News outlets and number of news items 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News outlet 
Number of 
news items 

Arbetarbladet 79 
Gefle Dagblad 59 
Svenljunga & Tranemo Tidning 26 
SR 15 
Norran 18 
Borås Tidning 17 
Ulricehamns Tidning 16 
Hela Hälsingland 10 
Västmanlands Läns Tidning 9 
NWT 2 
Folkbladet 7 
SVT 5 
Ljusnan 4 
Dalarnas tidningar 3 
Dalademokraten 3 
Expressen 3 
Västerbottenskuriren 3 
Linköpings Tidning /Kindaposten 3 
DN 1 
Folket 2 
Helsingborgs Dagblad 2 
FaluKuriren 2 
Söderhamnskuriren 2 
Norrbottenskuriren 2 
Piteå-Tidningen 2 
ttela Trollhättans tidning /Elfsborgs Läns allehanda 2 
Ljusdalsposten 2 
Södra Sidan, Huddinge 2 
Södermanlands Nyheter 1 
Hänt i veckan 1 
Norrköpings Tidningar 1 
Vimmerby tidning 1 
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Gotlands tidningar 1 
Smålandstidningen 1 
Länstidningen Östersund 1 
Dagens Samhälle 1 
Härryda-Posten 1 
Norrländska Socialdemokraten 1 
ALLAS 1 
Extra Boden 1 
Avesta Tidning 1 
Sundsvalls tidning 1 
Hallandsposten 1 
Lidköpingsnytt 1 
Jord&Skog - Tidningar i norr AB 1 
Lerums tidning 1 
Borås-Kuriren 1 
Aftonbladet 1 
Hudiksvalls tidning 1 
GT 1 
Ölandsbladet 1 
Borlänge Tidning 1 
Södermalmsnytt 1 
Södra Dalarnes Tidning 1 
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Appendix 4: Figures and tables 
 

Figures 
Figure 1. Percentage of all news items sorted by municipalities 

Figure 2. News Topics All municipalities, frequency 

Figure 3. News Topics All municipalities 

Figure 4. News Topics Malå 

Figure 5. News Topics Distribution Malå 

Figure 6. News Topics Tranemo 

Figure 7. News Topics Distribution Tranemo 

Figure 8. News Topics Sandviken All topics 

Figure 9. News Topics Distribution Sandviken 

Figure 10. Percentage of sports news in all municipalities 

Figure 11. Percentage of community news in all municipalities 

Figure 23. Number of news items that includes all the democratic topic dimensions, all 

municipalities sorted by news topic 

Figure 13. Percentage of hard news topic dimension present in the news content 

Figure 14.	Percentage of the four hard news dimensions present in the political news items 

Figure 15.	Percentage of the four hard news dimensions present in the political news items from 

Malå 

Figure 16.	Percentage of the four hard news dimensions present in the political news items from 

Tranemo. 

Figure 17.	Percentage of the four hard news dimensions present in the political news items from 

Sandviken 

Figure 18.	Ratio between news items with public or individual focus in the different 

municipalities 

Figure 19. Ratio between news items with thematic or episodic framing in the different 

municipalities 

Figure 20. Number of crime news items and focus dimensions in the different municipalities 

Figure 21.	Number of news items with emotional and neutral framing in the different 

municipalities 

Figure 22. Percent of original reporting in the three municipalities 
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Tables 
 

Table 1.	Percentage of democratically relevant news topics of all the news content in the three 

municipalities 

Table 2. Public and individual relevance in news items sorted by news topic 

Table 3. Thematic or episodic framing in news items sorted by news topic 

Table 4. Personal or impersonal style in news items sorted by news topic in all municipalities 

Table 5. Opinionated/emotional or neutral style in news items sorted by news topic in all 

municipalities. 

Table 6. Number of news items separated by type of reporting and municipalities 

Table 7. Number of sources and ratio of sourcing in all municipalities.  

	

 

	

 

 


