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Abstract 
 
Sören Högberg (2015): On the Moral Dimension of Teaching: A per-
spective and a study of teacher students' discussions in net-based seminars. 
Örebro Studies in Education 51, 323 pp. 
 
In this dissertation, an educational perspective called the moral dimension 
of teaching is developed. The work includes a theoretically informed dis-
cussion from a pragmatist point of view in which the concept of pedagogi-
cal rhythm is introduced. The concept captures the need for teachers to 
regularly shift their intentions and occasionally act in contradictory ways 
as a consequence of the moral which emerges from interaction in pedagogi-
cal situations. Using this perspective, criteria are developed for the charac-
teristics of discussions of the work of teachers, which are desirable in order 
for students in pre-service teacher education to have opportunities to de-
velop their teachership. 

Secondly, the educational perspective as it is conceptualised serves as a 
theoretical framework for a study of discussions taking place in net-based 
seminars among students in teacher education. The study consists of 14 
recorded seminars in which discussions of the work of teachers are ana-
lysed in terms of content and direction for reflection. The result of the 
analysis is a construction of four different focal points for processes of 
making judgements: existential, performative, critical and professional. 
Mainly the performative, and to some extent the critical, focal points ap-
pear to be supported by the net-based environment, although potential for 
the professional focal point is found when available tools in net-based set-
tings are used in deliberate ways.  

Finally, based on these four focal points, possible future predispositions 
among student teachers are deliberated. Student teachers’ future opportuni-
ties to develop a moral and epistemological authority are discussed, as well 
as teachers’ general opportunities to exercise professional responsibility. 
The conclusion emphasises that a perspective such as the one developed in 
the dissertation is important, as it creates an understanding for the need to 
educate student teachers to exercise a form of responsibility that goes be-
yond being accountable to society.  
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