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Maternal and neonatal deaths, including stillbirth reduction, are a key 
challenge worldwide. The Sustainable Developmental Goal-3 is to reduce 
maternal mortality ratio 70 per 100,000 live births and neonatal mortality 
rate at least as low as 12 per 1000 live births is the key mandate globally 
by 2030.  Bangladesh is progressing in reducing the deaths of mothers and 
neonates substantially. However, the death rate is still higher than in many 
other countries, which requires urgent attention. The country does not have 
a comprehensive death review system that can provide evidence on causes of 
deaths and ways to intervene. This doctoral study has focused on and illustra-
ted a newly developed maternal and neonatal death review (MNDR) system, 
looking at its feasibility, acceptability and effects in reducing maternal and 
neonatal deaths in Bangladesh. MNDR has covered both community and 
facility maternal and neonatal deaths and stillbirths by notifying deaths, and 
doing verbal or social autopsy and on-site facility death review. The thesis 
illustrates the process of its development, its feasibility in reporting deaths, 
how the system has been accepted by the government health system and by 
the community, and how it helps to improve maternal and neonatal health 
services to reduce the deaths of mothers and the newborn including stillbirths. 
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