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Pertussis-Specific Memory B-Cell and Humoral IgG Responses in
Adolescents after a Fifth Consecutive Dose of Acellular Pertussis
Vaccine

Maja Jahnmatz,a,b Margaretha Ljungman,a Eva Netterlid,a Maria C. Jenmalm,c Lennart Nilsson,a,d Rigmor Thorstenssona

The Public Health Agency of Sweden, Solna, Swedena; Department of Microbiology, Tumor and Cell Biology, Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Swedenb; Division of
Inflammation Medicine, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, Linköping University, Linköping, Swedenc; Allergy Centre, Department of Clinical and
Experimental Medicine, Linköping University, Linköping, Swedend

In order to impede the increase in pertussis incidence in the adolescent group, a school-leaving booster dose administered at the
age of 14 to 16 years will be introduced in Sweden in 2016. Preceding this introduction, an open-label, randomized, multicenter,
clinical trial without a control group and with blinded analysis was performed, investigating both safety and immunogenicity.
Reported here are the memory B-cell and serological responses detected in a smaller cohort (n � 34) of the 230 subjects recruited
to the study. All subjects had received primary vaccination consisting of three doses of diphtheria–tetanus–5-component pertus-
sis (DTaP5) vaccine, at 3, 5, and 12 months of age, and a tetanus–low-dose diphtheria–5-component pertussis (Tdap5) vaccine
booster at 5.5 years. In this study, the subjects were randomly assigned and received either a Tdap1 or Tdap5 booster. Of the 230
participants, 34 subjects had samples available for evaluation of IgG-producing memory B-cell responses. Both vaccine groups
had significant increases in pertussis toxin-specific serum IgG levels, but only the 1-component group showed significant in-
creases in pertussis toxin-specific memory B cells. The 5-component group had significant increases in filamentous hemaggluti-
nin- and pertactin-specific memory B-cell and serum IgG levels; these were not seen in the 1-component group, as expected. In
conclusion, this study shows that a 5th consecutive dose of an acellular pertussis vaccine induces B-cell responses in vaccinated
adolescents. (This study has been registered at EudraCT under registration no. 2008-008195-13 and at ClinicalTrials.gov under
registration no. NCT00870350.)

Pertussis, or whooping cough, is caused by the bacterium Bor-
detella pertussis. It is a highly contagious disease that affects all

ages, but infants are most vulnerable to severe and fatal infections.
Two types of pertussis vaccines are currently available, i.e., whole-
cell pertussis (Pw) and acellular pertussis (Pa) vaccines. Both types
are given in combination with diphtheria and tetanus (i.e., diph-
theria–tetanus–whole-cell pertussis [DTwP] and diphtheria–teta-
nus–acellular pertussis [DTaP] vaccines). The DTaP vaccines are
available with 1 to 5 pertussis components, including pertussis
toxoid, filamentous hemagglutinin (FHA), pertactin (PRN), and
fimbriae serotypes 2 and 3 (Fim2/3).

The history of pertussis vaccination in Sweden differs from
those of other countries. Due to low vaccine efficacy and reports of
severe side effects, Pw vaccination was discontinued in Sweden in
1979. During the 17-year hiatus that followed, pertussis incidence
increased in the population (1). Following the development of Pa
vaccines (2), two large clinical trials of safety and efficacy were
performed in Sweden (3, 4). These trials led to the introduction of
Pa vaccination into the Swedish Childhood Vaccination Program
in 1996. DTaP vaccination at 3, 5, and 12 months resulted in an 80
to 90% decrease in pertussis incidence in Sweden (5). Today, a
DTaP booster at 5 to 6 years is also included in the Swedish vac-
cination scheme.

Traditionally, antigen-specific serum antibody levels are used
as markers for vaccine immunogenicity and to evaluate correlates
of protection (6). However, no single serological correlate of pro-
tection, on an individual level, has been found for pertussis. More-
complex correlations have been reported on a group level, and
antibodies to PRN, Fim, and pertussis toxin (PT), either singly or
synergistically, have been shown to correlate with protection (7–9).

T-cell-mediated protection is important in defeating pertussis in-
fection (10, 11), and B cells have been shown to contribute to
protection against pertussis in mouse studies (12, 13). Studies
have also shown that antigen-specific memory B cells can be pres-
ent despite waning antibody levels for both pertussis (14) and
other pathogens (15, 16), indicating that inclusion of memory
B-cell evaluations would broaden the understanding of vaccine-
induced immunity and protection.

Despite multiple vaccine doses during childhood, the inci-
dence of pertussis is increasing in the adolescent population (17,
18). This has led to the evaluation of an adolescent booster in
many countries (19–23). In Sweden, a school-leaving booster at 14
to 16 years of age will be introduced in 2016. This booster consists
of tetanus and reduced doses of diphtheria and pertussis (i.e.,
tetanus– diphtheria–acellular pertussis [Tdap]). Preceding this
introduction, a trial of the safety and immunogenicity of an ado-
lescent booster was performed. The safety data and serological
responses from the trial will be reported elsewhere (data not
shown). The aims of this study were (i) to analyze the memory
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B-cell responses after a 5th dose of either a 1-component or a
5-component acellular pertussis vaccine in 34 subjects and (ii) to
compare the memory B-cell responses to the serological responses
to see if there were any differences in the responses or if any cor-
relation could be found. We report on the antigen-specific mem-
ory B-cell responses to PT, FHA, and PRN before and after booster
vaccination in 34 subjects included in this study. The Fim2/3-
specific responses were not evaluated because of methodological
limitations.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Ethics. Thisstudy(registeredatEudraCTunderregistrationno.2008-008195-13
and at ClinicalTrials.gov under registration no. NCT00870350) was ap-
proved by the regional ethical review board in Stockholm, Sweden (ref
2008/2014-31). Written informed consent was obtained from the partic-
ipants and their parents or legal guardians.

Subjects and samples. A total of 230 children (14 to 15 years of age)
were recruited into the study. The trial was an open-label, randomized,
multicenter study without a control group and with blinded analysis. All
subjects had received primary vaccination consisting of three doses of
DTaP5 vaccine (Connaught HCP4DT, lots 003-11 and 003-31), at 3, 5,
and 12 months of age, followed by a booster dose of Tdap5 (Triaxis; Sanofi
Pasteur MSD) at the age of 5.5 years. The subjects were randomized into
two vaccine groups, receiving one dose of either Tdap1 (diTekiBooster;
Statens Serum Institute) or Tdap5 (the same vaccine as used for the 5.5-
year booster). The antigen contents of the two vaccines can be found in
Table 1.

At two study sites included in the trial (Linköping and Stockholm), the
subjects were given the possibility of providing an additional blood sam-

ple for evaluation of memory B-cell responses. Thirty-four subjects
(Linköping, n � 26; Stockholm, n � 8) volunteered for this, of whom 18
subjects were from the Tdap1 group and 16 subjects were from the Tdap5
group. Samples were collected before (day 0) and after (days 28 to 42)
vaccination.

Pertussis-specific serum IgG levels (PT, FHA, and PRN) were mea-
sured for all subjects, as this was the primary analysis of immunogenicity.
For memory B-cell responses, the antigen-specific responses were priori-
tized as follows: PT � PRN � FHA. All 34 subjects were tested for PT-
specific memory B cells but, due to low cell availability, PRN-specific
responses were evaluated for 22 subjects (11 from each group) and FHA-
specific responses were evaluated for 16 subjects (8 from each group).

Following laboratory analysis, three subjects with high prevaccination
pertussis-specific serum IgG levels were identified (two in the 1-compo-
nent group and one in the 5-component group). The high prevaccination
levels could be an indication of a recent pertussis infection; therefore, the
three subjects were excluded from the group analysis. The numbers of
subjects per vaccine group were therefore adjusted to 16 for the 1-com-
ponent group and 15 for the 5-component group. A flow chart of the
inclusion of subjects for the antigen-specific analysis of memory B cells is
shown in Fig. 1.

Antigens. For the memory B-cell enzyme-linked immunosorbent
spot assay (ELISpot), PT (lot 042) and FHA (lot 039) were obtained from
Kaketsuken (Japan). PRN (lot 180805 RS) was kindly provided by A. M.
Buisman at the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment
(RIVM) (the Netherlands). For the enzyme-linked immunosorbent
assay (ELISA), PT (lot TOH 15) and FHA (lot TOH 15) were obtained
from SmithKline Beecham (Rixensart, Belgium). PRN (SKA-QCD-
SCO4420) was obtained from Aventis Pasteur (Toronto, Canada).

Purification, cryopreservation, and thawing of PBMC. Cells were
sampled from two study sites using two slightly different protocols. For
the Stockholm cohort (n � 8), peripheral blood mononuclear cells
(PBMC) were purified from whole-blood samples collected in BD Vacu-
tainer CPT tubes with sodium heparin (Becton, Dickinson, Franklin
Lakes, NJ) and separated according to the manufacturer’s instructions.
Cryopreservation and thawing were performed as described previously
(24), using freezing medium with 90% fetal calf serum (FCS) (Gibco
Invitrogen, Paisley, United Kingdom) and 10% dimethyl sulfoxide
(DMSO) (Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, MO). For the Linköping cohort (n �
26), purification and cryopreservation were performed as described pre-
viously (25), using Ficoll (GE Healthcare, Uppsala, Sweden) and freezing
medium with 10% DMSO (Sigma-Aldrich), 50% FCS, and 40% RPMI
1640 medium (both from Gibco Invitrogen). Thawing was performed as

TABLE 1 Antigen contents of the two study vaccines

Antigen

Antigen content (in 0.5 ml)

Tdap5
(Triaxis)

Tdap1
(diTekiBooster)

Tetanus toxoid (Lf)a 5 6.25
Diphtheria toxoid (Lf) 2 6.25
Pertussis toxoid (�g) 2.5 20
Filamentous hemagglutinin (�g) 5
Pertactin (�g) 3
Fimbriae 2/3 (�g) 5
a Lf, limit of flocculation.

FIG 1 Flow chart of the subjects included in the antigen-specific memory B-cell ELISpot analysis.
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for the Stockholm cohort. The different protocols for purification and
freezing of cells had no impact on cell viability following thawing.

IgG-specific memory B-cell ELISpot. This method has previously
been described in detail (26). In short, wells were coated with either 0.5 �g
antigen/well or phosphate-buffered saline (PBS) (SVA, Uppsala, Sweden)
for blank wells. Thawed PBMC were divided into two aliquots, one stim-
ulated (1 �g/ml R848 plus 10 ng/ml interleukin 2 [IL-2]; Mabtech AB,
Nacka Strand, Sweden) and one unstimulated. The cell concentration
used was 2 � 106 PBMC/ml. Cells from the stimulated postvaccination
time point were also added in 2-fold titrations, due to expected high
numbers of antibody-secreting cells (ASC). Plates were analyzed with a
CTL reader (Immunospot, Cleveland, OH). The lower cell concentration
for the stimulated postvaccination samples was used only if the high con-
centration yielded too many spots to be counted. The plate data were
processed as follows. The mean value of triplicates was enumerated as
ASC/106 PMBC (an enumerated mean value of a triplicate is referred to as
X). The number of antigen-specific memory B cells (nmemB) detected was
calculated using the following formula: (Xstimulated � Xunstimulated) �
Xblank � nmemB. The number of memory B cells should be seen as a relative
number, however, since cell proliferation during stimulation is not ac-
counted for. Subjects with �50 antigen-specific spots postvaccination
and �100% increases in spot numbers in postvaccination samples versus
prevaccination samples were considered to be vaccine responders. Total
IgG was tested for all subjects and time points, as a positive control for the
subjects. If no visible total IgG spots were detected, then the plate was
retested. The IgG-producing cell line ARH77 (CRL-1621; LGC Standards)
was included as a positive control for the assay. All plates with mean
ARH77 triplicate values below 2 times the standard deviation were re-
tested.

Serum IgG ELISA. The serological responses of the 34 subjects with
available memory B-cell samples were also included, for comparison. The
serological method (ELISA) is described elsewhere (27). A positive anti-
body response was defined as (i) �4 times the minimum level of detection
(MLD) in the postvaccination sample and (ii) �100% increase between
the prevaccination sample and the postvaccination sample. The MLD
values for the included antigens were 1 IU/ml for PT and FHA and 2 IU/ml
for PRN.

Statistics. All data were considered nonparametric. Comparisons be-
tween groups were performed with 1-way analysis of variance (ANOVA)
or the Kruskal-Wallis test with the Dunn post hoc test. P values of �0.05
were considered statistically significant. Correlations were determined
with Spearman’s rank correlation coefficients.

RESULTS
Pertussis-specific IgG-producing memory B-cell responses af-
ter fifth dose of acellular pertussis vaccines. The pertussis-spe-
cific IgG-producing memory B-cell responses before and after
vaccination were evaluated in the two vaccine groups included in
the study (Fig. 2 and Tables 2 and 3). The 1-component group had
a significant increase (P � 0.05) in PT-specific memory B cells
between the prevaccination and postvaccination measurements
(Fig. 2A), with the median value increasing from 3 to 81 antigen-
specific ASC/106 PBMC and with 11 of 16 subjects responding to
the antigen. No responses to FHA or PRN were seen for the
1-component group (Fig. 2B and C and Table 2). Only one subject
in the 5-component group responded with PT-specific memory B
cells postvaccination (3 and 62 ASC/106 PBMC prevaccination
and postvaccination, respectively). However, the 5-component
group had significant increases in FHA- and PRN-specific mem-
ory B cells (P � 0.05). For FHA, the median value increased from
7 to 70 antigen-specific ASC/106 PBMC, and 5 of 8 subjects re-
sponded to the antigen. The median value for PRN-specific mem-
ory B cells increased from 3 to 232 antigen-specific ASC/106

PBMC, and 10 of 11 subjects responded to the antigen.

Serological pertussis-specific IgG responses after fifth dose
of acellular pertussis vaccines. All subjects (Tdap1, n � 16;
Tdap5, n � 15) were tested for serological IgG responses to PT,
FHA, and PRN prevaccination and postvaccination (Fig. 3 and
Table 3). The 1-component group had significantly increased lev-
els (P � 0.05) of PT-specific IgG postvaccination (80.5 IU/ml)
versus prevaccination (2.0 IU/ml) (Fig. 3A), with all 16 subjects
responding to the antigen. As expected, no increase in serum IgG
levels was observed for FHA or PRN in the 1-component group
(Fig. 3B and C). The 5-component group had significantly in-
creased levels (P � 0.05) of antigen-specific serum IgG for all

FIG 2 Pertussis-specific IgG-producing memory B-cell responses after a fifth
dose of acellular pertussis vaccines. (A) A significant increase (P � 0.05, indi-
cated by asterisks) in PT-specific memory B cells was detected in the 1-com-
ponent group, with 11 of 16 subjects responding to the vaccination. No signif-
icant increase could be detected in the 5-component group. (B) FHA-specific
memory B cells were significantly increased (P � 0.05) postvaccination in the
5-component group, with 5 of 8 subjects responding to the vaccination. No
response was seen for the 1-component group. (C) Similar results were found
for PRN-specific responses, with a significant increase (P � 0.05) in the
5-component group, in which 10 of 11 subjects responded. No response was
detected in the 1-component group. Bars, median values; dotted lines, cutoff
levels for positive vaccine responders.

B-Cell Responses after Adolescent Pertussis Dose
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included antigens (Fig. 3). The PT response was lower than in the
1-component group (2.0 and 18.0 IU/ml prevaccination and post-
vaccination, respectively) (Fig. 3A), but 14 of 15 subjects re-
sponded to PT. All subjects in the 5-component group responded
to FHA (9.0 and 93.0 IU/ml prevaccination and postvaccination,
respectively) and PRN (33.4 and 437.9 IU/ml prevaccination and
postvaccination, respectively), indicating broad responses to the
vaccine.

Subjects with high prevaccination serum IgG levels. The
three subjects with high prevaccination serum levels were ana-
lyzed separately for memory B-cell and serum IgG responses fol-
lowing vaccination. Two of the subjects had high antibody levels
for all included antigens, and one subject had high levels for FHA
and PRN (Fig. 4) and did not respond with serum IgG against
these antigens following the booster. One subject from the 1-com-
ponent group with low PT-specific prevaccination levels did re-
spond with PT-specific serum IgG following the booster, however.

The high prevaccination levels were not seen in the memory
B-cell responses detected in peripheral blood (Fig. 4), and all three
subjects increased their levels of PT-specific memory B cells fol-
lowing the booster. Only one of the three subjects (1-component
group) was tested against PRN and FHA, with declining levels of

antigen-specific memory B cells postvaccination versus prevacci-
nation.

Correlations between antigen-specific humoral and memory
B-cell responses. Correlations between serum and memory B-cell
responses were evaluated for the postvaccination sample; PT was
analyzed for both groups, and FHA and PRN were analyzed only
for the 5-component group. The 1-component group showed sig-
nificant correlation (Spearman r � 0.638, P � 0.001) between the
PT-specific antibody levels and the memory B cell levels (Fig. 5).
No correlation was found in the 5-component group for any of the
antigens (PT, Spearman r � 0.354, P � 0.195; FHA, Spearman r �
�0.024, P � 0.977; PRN, Spearman r � �0.100, P � 0.776).

DISCUSSION

Today there are no available vaccines offering long-lasting protec-
tion to pertussis. Therefore, booster doses are an important and
efficient strategy to maintain pertussis-specific immunity in the
population. Several studies have already shown the efficacy and
safety of an adolescent Pa booster (23, 28–31). However, most of
them did not include children entirely vaccinated with a 5-com-
ponent Pa vaccine, as in this study. The 17-year hiatus in pertussis
vaccination in Sweden is also expected to have influenced the im-
munity of the general population, making it not directly compa-
rable to other countries. Therefore, we decided to perform an
additional study among Swedish adolescents, preceding the intro-
duction of the school-leaving booster dose in 2016.

Adolescent pertussis boosters have been shown to induce T-
cell-mediated immunity (23, 32–34), but reports of B-cell immu-
nity are scarce. However, Hendrikx et al. (35) studied the impact
of a second Pa booster on memory B cells in 9-year-old children
who had received four doses of Pw vaccine in their first year. They
reported memory B-cell kinetics similar to those in this study,
with increased levels of memory B cells at day 28 versus day 0.

Serum antibody levels are maintained by long-lived plasma
blast cells resident in the bone marrow. The continuous secretion
and circulation of pathogen-specific antibodies enable rapid neu-
tralization of reinfecting pathogens. If a pathogen causes reinfec-
tion, then the memory B-cell pool is readily available for a recall
response and rapidly differentiates, amplifying the antibody-me-

TABLE 2 Numbers of subjects responding to acellular pertussis booster
with antigen-specific serum IgG and memory B cells

Group and response

No. of responders/no. total for:

PT FHA PRN

One-component group
Serum IgGa 16/16 0/16 0/16
Memory B cellsb 11/16 0/7 0/10

Five-component group
Serum IgGa 14/15 15/15 15/15
Memory B cellsb 1/15 5/8 10/11

a Responder criteria: �4 times the minimum level of detection and �100% increase
between prevaccination and postvaccination samples.
b Responder criteria: �50 antigen-specific cells and �100% increase between
prevaccination and postvaccination samples.

TABLE 3 Median values for antigen-specific serum IgG and memory B-cell responses in Pa-booster-treated adolescents

Response, group, and time

PT FHA PRN

n
Median
(25th–75th percentiles) n

Median
(25th–75th percentiles) n

Median
(25th–75th percentiles)

Serum IgG level (IU/ml)
1-component group 16 16 16

Prevaccination 2.0 (1.0–8.3) 12.0 (3.8–28.8) 35.4 (14.0–48.5)
Postvaccination 80.5 (24.0–132.5) 13.0 (3.3–25.3) 30.3 (12.7–51.7)

5-component group 15 15 15
Prevaccination 2.0 (0.5–5.0) 9.0 (5.0–21.0) 33.4 (15.8–42.8)
Postvaccination 18.0 (10.0–26.0) 93.0 (62.0–136.0) 437.9 (392.5–689.6)

Memory B-cell level (no. of ASC/106 PBMC)
1-component group 16 7 10

Prevaccination 3 (0–10) 0 (0–32) 3 (2–10)
Postvaccination 81 (12–130) 5 (2–15) 3 (0–7)

5-component group 15 8 11
Prevaccination 2 (0–13) 7 (2–25) 3 (0–13)
Postvaccination 14 (3–33) 70 (31–275) 232 (82–343)
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diated protection (36, 37). As reviewed by Yoshida et al. (37), the
two B-cell responses most likely represent two forms of indepen-
dently controlled immunological memory. This idea is supported
by studies finding only low or moderate correlations between hu-
moral and memory B-cell responses (38–40), as well as by mouse
studies showing that serum antibody levels are not affected by
depletion of the memory B-cell pool (41, 42). This study reports a
correlation for the 1-component group for the PT-specific re-
sponses, but no correlation was detected for the 5-component
group for any of the antigens. The low PT-specific memory B-cell
response and the small number of subjects included in the FHA
and PRN analyses could be a possible explanation for this. These
responses are detected rather shortly after vaccination (4 to 6
weeks postvaccination), however, and thus more likely represent
the acute versus the long-term relationship between the two B-cell

responses (43). The Dutch booster study in 9-year-old children
detected a correlation between memory B-cell levels 1 month
postbooster and serum IgG levels 1 year postbooster (35), illus-
trating that the true relationship between the B-cell responses is
not yet established.

One of the exclusion criteria in this study was previous clinical
or bacteriological diagnosis of pertussis, as stated by the partici-
pants. Interestingly, three of the subjects did display pertussis-
specific antibody levels indicative of a recent infection, demon-
strating the unrecognized presence of pertussis in the adolescent
population. The high prevaccination levels were not seen in the
peripheral memory B-cell response and, following vaccination, all
three subjects responded with PT-specific memory B cells. Only
one of the three subjects was analyzed for FHA- and PRN-specific
memory B cells and was shown to have decreased levels of antigen-
specific memory B cells postvaccination versus prevaccination.
This subject received the 1-component vaccine and was therefore
not boosted against the antigens. Following vaccination, the se-
rum IgG levels of the three subjects showed only minor fluctua-
tions, except for one subject whose PT-specific IgG serum levels
were low prevaccination but increased following the booster. In-
terestingly, both the pertussis memory B-cell levels and the serum
IgG levels in the three subjects were higher than the group’s me-
dian values. Although these comparisons are based on a very small
number of subjects, this could support the idea that natural infec-
tion induces a stronger immune response than the two vaccines
included in the study.

The rationale behind introducing an adolescent booster is to
decrease pertussis incidence in that age group and also to impede
transmission to infants who are not fully vaccinated. The benefits
of an adolescent booster are under debate, however. As discussed
by Hallander et al. (44), adolescents might benefit more from
natural infection, which would induce long-lasting immunity,
than from a booster vaccination. A natural infection during ado-
lescence could provide immunity sustainable into the childbear-
ing years and thus reduce the risk of parent-child transmission.
Lavine et al. (18) have shown that the yearly peak of adolescent
pertussis does not coincide with those for infant and adult groups,
indicating a more-adult source of infant pertussis transmission.
The effects of an adolescent booster on infant pertussis have been
evaluated in two separate studies. One study showed that the over-
all pertussis incidence was not affected by an adolescent booster
(45), whereas the other study indicated that the adolescent booster
reduced the number of hospitalizations due to severe infant per-
tussis (46). This indicates that the impact an adolescent booster
would have on infant pertussis is yet to be determined. However,
further development of acellular pertussis vaccines, e.g., with ad-
ditional antigens (47, 48) or adjuvants (49, 50), could lead to bet-
ter efficacy of the adolescent booster and thus induction of sus-
tainable protection into the childbearing years. Studies have
shown that whole-cell pertussis vaccines seem to offer better pro-
tection than acellular vaccines (51, 52). The greater reactogenicity
of whole-cell vaccines is a concern and must be reduced, however.
A novel intranasal attenuated pertussis whole-cell vaccine,
BPZE1, has shown promising results in a clinical study (53, 54)
and, with optimization, could offer a nonreactogenic whole-cell
vaccine in the future. Another benefit of this vaccine is that it is
designed to mimic natural nonpathological infection, likely in-
ducing immunity similar to that seen after natural infection.

In this study, two different acellular pertussis vaccines were

FIG 3 Serological pertussis-specific IgG responses after a fifth dose of acellular
pertussis vaccines. (A) Significant increases (P � 0.05, indicated by asterisks)
in PT-specific serum IgG levels were detected in both groups, albeit at higher
levels in the 1-component group than in the 5-component group. All 16 sub-
jects in the 1-component group and 14 of 15 subjects in the 5-component
group responded. (B and C) The 5-component group had significant increases
(P � 0.05) in the responses to FHA (B) and PRN (C), with 15 of 15 subjects
responding to both antigens. The 1-component group did not mount any
serological responses to FHA or PRN. Bars, median values; dotted lines, cutoff
levels for positive vaccine responders.
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evaluated, as an adolescent booster dose, for their immunogenic-
ity with regard to antigen-specific memory B-cell and serum IgG
levels. We could see that both vaccines were immunogenic but
antigen contents and concentrations influenced the responses.
The 1-component vaccine induced higher levels of PT-specific
memory B cells than did the 5-component vaccine, which most
likely is explained by the higher antigen concentration in the
1-component vaccine. The 5-component vaccine, on the other
hand, produced broader responses, with increases in both FHA-
and PRN-specific memory B cells. Similar profiles were seen for
the serum IgG responses. Establishing the optimal antigen con-
tents and concentrations that should be included in a booster dose
is important, as we have shown here that these factors influence

the magnitude of the vaccine response. However, the short fol-
low-up time in this study is not sufficient to allow any conclusions
regarding the optimal adolescent booster vaccine. This study does
indicate, however, that the choice of vaccine is dependent on
whether a strong or broad pertussis-specific response is sought. In
conclusion, a 5th consecutive dose of a Pa vaccine has been shown
to be immunogenic in Swedish adolescents and induces signifi-
cant increases in pertussis-specific B-cell responses.
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