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J. K. Rowling’s books about the wizard Harry Potter and his magical world have captured

readers  all  over  the  world.  However,  there  have been different  views among readers  and

critics what the main theme of the novels is. According to Colin Duriez, the novels describe

the conflict between good and evil, in which good triumphs through ingenuity and courage,

while evil seeks out to destroy the good (182). Another key theme that has been proposed is

love. John Granger sums up the message of the series: “love conquers all. And of all loves,

sacrificial  love is  the most  important,  because it  has  conquered death” (175).  This  essay,

however,  shall investigate an additional theme that is closely related to both good and evil,

and to love, and that is death, a theme that permeates the series of seven books. Even Rowling

herself says as much in an interview with The Telegraph in 2006: “My books are largely about

death.  They open with  the death of  Harry’s  parents.  There is  Voldemort's  obsession with

conquering death and his quest for immortality at any price, the goal of anyone with magic. I

so understand why Voldemort wants to conquer death. We're all frightened of it” (Greig). The

aim of this essay is to investigate attitudes to death in the Harry Potter books, and my thesis is

that the characters’ attitude to death is directly related to their ability to love, and that it is

their different stances to death and love that make them “good” or “evil.” To show this I will

give most attention to some key characters: Lord Voldemort, Harry Potter, Severus Snape, and

Albus Dumbledore. I will first deal with their attitudes to death, followed by an investigation

of their ability to love. I will then conclude by analysing more briefly some minor characters

who are part of Voldemort’s Death Eaters. I will mainly restrict my analysis to Harry Potter

and  the  Half-Blood  Prince (abbreviated  Half-Blood)  and  Harry  Potter  and  the  Deathly

Hallows (abbreviated Deathly), but there will also be a few examples from some of the other

books in the Harry Potter series. 

Before I  start  my analysis  of the novels,  I  need to explain my use of  the concepts

“mastering death,” “evil,” and “love.” By “mastering death” I mean the ability to create the

means of living much longer, even forever. “Evil,” according to Luke Russell, is a culpable

action that can be connected to a particular person: “an action is evil if and only if it is a

culpable wrong that is appropriately connected to an undeserved extreme harm […] Being an

evil person is equivalent to possessing a disposition to perform evil actions” (232-33).  As a

complement  to  Russell’s  definition,  I  would define  an “evil”  person as  being  selfish and

unfeeling, unable to care about the needs of others and not hesitating to hurt or kill them

without remorse. A “good” person, on the other hand, is selfless, shows empathy, cares for

others, and values not only their own life but also that of others. “Love” I would define as that
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ability to be selfless and care for others, a shared activity that is shown in different ways

depending on the kind of relationship characters have to each other, expressed for example as

compassion or friendship. A sub-genre of love is sacrificial love, which is a willingness to

give even your life for someone else.

I will begin my analysis of the main characters’ attitude to death with Lord Voldemort.

In the Harry Potter books there are wizards, witches and Muggles (non-magical persons); the

wizards and witches could be seen as “supermen” compared with the Muggles. They are, for

example, able to heal an injury with the help of a wand, so why would they not be able to live

a little longer than Muggles as well? This is at least what Voldemort believes: “My mother

can’t  have  been  magic,  or  she  wouldn’t  have  died”  (Rowling,  Half-Blood 257).  In  an

interview from 2005 Rowling says that Voldemort considers death as ignominious and an

inglorious human  weakness (Anelli  and Emerson). He cannot  understand or accept that a

person with magical powers should suffer a premature death, especially his own mother. The

reason  why Voldemort shows contempt for his mother is clearly that she died, and that, in

turn, is a problem because Voldemort believes that there is no life after death. To him there is

nothing worse than death, and he therefore fears it. During his time at Hogwarts he changes

his name from Tom Marvolo Riddle to Lord Voldemort. One reason why he changed his name

is that he despises his father for leaving him and his mother, and for being a Muggle, and he

therefore does not want to share the same name, Tom Riddle. He also wants a name that

would spread fear among wizards and witches. This he clearly succeeds with, because in the

Wizarding  world  he  is  known as  he-who-must-not-be-named.  However,  I  think  the  main

reason is that the new name indicates his main obsession: the word “vol de mort” is French

and can be translated into “flying violent death.” Calling himself “lord of flying violent death”

thereby indicating his fear of death. As he confesses: “you know my goal – to conquer death”

(Rowling,  Goblet 556).  Alison Lurie  adds  another  aspect  when she argues  that  the  name

Voldemort “neatly combines the ideas  of theft,  mold and death” (115).  Voldemort can be

considered thanatophobic, because one definition of it according to Lisa Fritscher is that you

fear  death  and  the  unknown  that  comes  with  it  (Fritscher). Mattias  Fyhr  mentions  the

atmosphere of destruction  (83). It could be the destruction of his own soul, body and mind

that Lord Voldemort fears. 

To avoid death at all cost makes Voldemort commit many terrible actions, the actions of

an evil character that has damaged his soul (Roper 12). According to Ken Rothman, it  is

Voldemort's attitude which prevents him from making distinctions or to understand that he has
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the possibility of choosing between evil and good: “He ends up an inconsolable, infinitely

suffering splinter of his former self, in a private hell of his own engineering” (205). But why

does he kill others so easily if his fear of death is that great? The answer to this question is

that he lacks both empathy and the ability to feel remorse. He kills others to show his powers

or because they have no value to him anymore. All other human life is meaningless, except

his own. In the Deathly Hallows Harry says: “I won’t blast people out of my way just because

they’re  there  [...]  That’s  Voldemort’s  job”  (Rowling,  Deathly  64). Voldemort’s  lack  of

empathy can be seen when he kills Severus Snape: “he turned away; there was no sadness in

him, no remorse” (Rowling, Deathly 527). The fact that Voldemort does not think twice about

killing anyone is proof that others to him have no value. The murder of his own father and the

attempted murder of Harry are additional examples.

Voldemort's  greatest  weakness  is  his  attitude  to  death,  a  fact  that  Dumbledore

recognizes:  “your  failure  to  understand  that  there  are  things  much  worse  than  death  has

always been your greatest weakness” (Rowling, Order 718). In the first book the reader learns

that Voldemort attempts to come back and return to power. When continuing reading further

in the series, you might think that his goal is to become the greatest wizard in the world and

that  is  why he  destroys  everything that  stands  in  his  way.  However,  Voldemort’s  “world

domination” is only a cover for his actual plan: to master death. The wish of destroying Harry

by his own hand is only a cover for the fact that Voldemort is terrified, because according to a

prophecy Harry is the only one who is able to kill him. Lisa Fritscher writes about the fear of

losing control  (Fritscher). In this case the prophecy threatens Voldemort’s control over his

own life and everything he has accomplished. That is why he tries to kill Harry in the first

place.  In the beginning of the series Voldemort needs to find ways to sustain himself. Some

ways used are drinking unicorn blood, live in snakes and on the back of a teacher’s head as

well as needing the constant help from one of his followers. In The Philosopher's Stone the

centaur Firenze explains that even if you are inches from death, the blood of a unicorn has the

power to keep you alive, but that your life will be cursed. Later on in the series, especially in

the last novel,  Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, you begin to understand the wizard's

fixation about ways to master death. Voldemort successfully creates Horcruxes, he tries to

steal the Philosopher's stone and goes on a quest to find the Elder wand (one of the three

Deathly Hallows). All these items have the power to extend life. Rachel Blum Spencer argues

that Voldemort’s “obsession with avoiding death merely breeds an obsession with death.” This

obsession with death is what ironically kills him in the end. The fact that he intentionally
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made six Horcruxes, knowing that the requirement of making one was taking another person's

life, shows how obsessive his quest for immortality really is.

The second character whose attitude to death will be analysed is Harry Potter, who can

be seen as Voldemort’s opposite. Unlike Voldemort, Harry Potter is not afraid of death, and

the reason for this is that death for him is not the final stage. According to Roper it is with the

guidance of professor Dumbledore that Harry learns how to not fear death and the unknown,

but to embrace it when it comes (12). One good example of this is from the last chapter in The

Philosopher’s Stone when Dumbledore tells Harry that “after all, to the well-organized mind,

death is but the next great adventure” (Rowling, Stone 215). Another example from the sixth

book is when Dumbledore says: “it is the unknown we fear when we look upon death and

darkness, nothing more” (Rowling, Half-Blood 529). That Harry does not fear death is part of

what makes him a “good” character, because other good aspects of his character originates in

this: he may mourn over the loss of friends and people he loves (which in itself shows that he

is caring and not self-centered), but he does not expect this loss to be final. Even though Harry

suffers terrible losses, such as the death of his godfather Sirius Black, Dobby and even his

parents, which all have a great effect on him, these losses therefore strengthen him. Whether

dead or alive, Harry and those close to him are all part of a larger community. He learns a way

of  approaching  death by mourning  the  dead,  but  not  being  obsessed  by death.  The  one

exception is after the death of Dumbledore, when Harry acts foolishly. Filled with emotions of

grief and hate, Harry asks Snape to kill him. What he has yet to realize is that Dumbledore

had just given his life to save him, so that Harry in turn can defeat Voldemort. 

Throughout  the  series  Harry  has  accepted  and  even  welcomed  death  many  times,

knowing that there is a huge risk that he will die, but he faces death bravely. He learns how to

go on living when losing loved ones. That he is not afraid of dying can be seen when Harry is

on his way to confront Voldemort in the last book: “Yet it did not occur to him now to try to

escape, to outrun Voldemort. It was over, he knew it, and all that was left was the thing itself:

dying” (Rowling, Deathly 554). What makes him react like this is the knowledge of life after

death, in this case represented by the Resurrection Stone (which together with the other two

Hallows, the Elder Wand and the Invisibility Cloak, represent the absolute power over life and

death that Voldemort seeks), which allows him to both interact with and see his dead, loved

ones (his parents, Sirius Black and Remus Lupin), who give him the courage to be able to

confront Voldemort. This attitude is one of the reasons why Dumbledore, after Harry has been

struck down by Voldemort and finds himself in what I believe to be some kind of visionary
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dream state, says: “You are the true master of death, because the true master does not seek to

run away from Death. He accepts that he must die, and understands that there are far, far

worse things in the living world than dying” (Rowling, Deathly 577). Unlike Voldemort, who

most likely would have used the Resurrection Stone in his quest for immortality (parallels can

be drawn to the desire he had for the Philosopher’s Stone in the first book), Harry uses the

Resurrection Stone not to prevent his own ultimate disintegration by death (since he knows

there is an afterlife even without the stone). Similarly, he seeks the Elder Wand, the symbol of

absolute power, only to put it away, not to have power over others or use it for evil deeds, and

while he uses the Invisibility Cloak many times throughout the series, to sneak by or simply

hide, he lets it fall before facing Voldemort instead of taking him by surprise. Talking about

Voldemort’s vague interest in the Hallows, Dumbledore says to Harry: “I doubt that he would

have been interested in any except the first. He would not need the Cloak, and as for the stone,

whom would he want to bring back from the dead? He fears the dead. He does not love”

(Rowling,  Deathly 577). I think that what Dumbledore always has tried to teach Harry, and

that he now understands is that it is far worse to permit evil to exist than being afraid of dying.

Yet, Harry’s thoughts when finally facing Voldemort shows that even if we are determined in

our belief, there is always a slight bite of fear in all of us when it comes to the unknown:

“Harry looked back into the red eyes, and wanted it all to happen now, quickly, while he could

still stand, before he lost control, before he betrayed fear” (Rowling, Deathly 564). Even so,

the sentence inscribed on the gravestone of Harry's parents shows how different Voldemort

and Harry are: “the last enemy that shall be destroyed is death” (Rowling, Deathly 268). For

Lord Voldemort this would mean to become immortal. For Harry, these words would mean

the acceptance that death is the next natural step in life and nothing to be afraid of, knowing

that you will live beyond death.

The third character whose attitude to death will be analyzed is Professor Severus Snape.

He  is  a  very  surprising  character  in  the  books.  His  actions  and behaviour  might  seem

confusing at first, and it is not easy to tell if he is good or evil from the start. Snape does not

fear death, though he appears to act like one of the evil characters in the books. Firstly by

seeming to be a Death Eater, but he also bullies, acts coldly and seemingly without care for

others, keeping his true feelings and nature hidden from everyone except Dumbledore, who

knows the truth and trusts  Snape.  Doing all  those acts  that  seem to be evil  is  actually a

charade to cover that he is working for Dumbledore, and designed to make Lord Voldemort

trust  him.  By  being  a  double  agent,  Snape  shows  great  bravery,  knowing  the  deadly
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consequences if he would get caught. Being caught is not that farfetched since Voldemort

sometimes doubts Snape’s allegiance to him. In a meeting with the Death Eaters he talks

about those missing, and mentions Snape: “One, who I believe has left me forever ... he will

be killed of course” (Rowling,  Goblet 565). It is not until the last book that the truth about

Snape is revealed to all,  that he is one of the good characters (for example, see Rowling,

Deathly 544). When it comes to attitudes to death, Snape can be seen as a “good” character.

He is not afraid of dying, and in the end he sacrifices himself, knowing that Voldemort would

come after him since he believes Snape to be the Elder Wand’s previous owner. The reason

why Voldemort kills Snape is that he believes it necessary in order for him to be the rightful

owner of the wand (it is actually Harry who is the rightful owner, after taking the wand from

Draco Malfoy, who in turn had disarmed the last owner, Dumbledore in the sixth book). The

last thing Snape does is to show Harry the truth: the reason for his behaviour towards Harry as

well as Dumbledore’s plan. 

The  fourth  character whose  attitude  to  death  will  be  analysed  is Professor  Albus

Dumbledore. That he is a “good” character is connected to his attitude to death: he comes to

believe that life continues after death, which he also teaches Harry. The attitude Dumbledore

has to death is not to fear it. However, in the final book we find out that this had not always

been the case. When Dumbledore was young he did not have the same attitude to death. In the

chapter “King's Cross” in the last book, Dumbledore tells Harry about how he as 17 years old

wanted glory and how he was selfish. The anger and bitterness he felt when he was given the

responsibility to take care of his brother as well as his ill and unpredictable sister blinded him,

thinking he was trapped, wasting his time. Then Dumbledore met  another wizard,  Gellert

Grindelwald, and together they share cruel dreams not unlike those of Voldemort. In his quest

for the Deathly Hallows Dumbledore admits that he tried to conquer death: “Master of death,

Harry, master of Death! Was I better, ultimately, than Lord Voldemort? […] I, too, sought a

way to conquer death, Harry” (Rowling,  Deathly 571). The differences between Voldemort

and Dumbledore are that Dumbledore believed “mastering death” would make him invincible

to death and any resistance. I think that he did not want to beat death, but he wanted powers

the Deathly Hallows possessed, to use them to control Muggles, for “the greater good” as he

and Grindelwald call it. However, it is a death that wakes him from his ambitious dreams, the

death of his sister Ariana, which brings him back to earth. Dumbledore changes and stops

searching for the Hallows, and in time learns the true meaning of “master of death.” Still, the

death of his sister hunts him, blinding him so that he does not think clearly when finding the

7



Resurrection Stone “I… was a fool. Sorely tempted.” (Rowling, Deathly 546). He later admits

that “[t]he stone I would have used in an attempt to drag back those at peace” (Rowling,

Deathly 577). In this desire he is mistaken, but it is significant that, unlike Voldemort, even

when he is tempted by the stone’s power, Dumbledore only wants it to be able to meet his

family  one  more  time.  Sure,  the  one  Hallow  he  does  possess  is  the  Elder  Wand,  but

Dumbledore uses it to protect and prevent others from getting hurt.

Dumbledore’s actions throughout the series show that he no longer is afraid of death.

His relaxed reaction when he learns that he might only have a year left to live due to his

blighted hand shows this: “Dumbledore's tone was conversational; he might have been asking

for a weather forecast” (Rowling, Deathly 546). He prearranges his own death with Snape,

because of his desire for Harry to succeed, to save Draco Malfoy. Dumbledore also makes

sure  that  Snape  will  keep  protecting  Hogwarts  after  his  death:  “If  it  does  fall  into

[Voldemort’s] grasp […] I have your word that you will do all in your power to protect the

students of Hogwarts?” (Rowling, Deathly 547). Snape’s true character is revealed when he

does just that when he becomes  Dumbledore’s successor as the headmaster of Hogwarts.

These different attitudes to death are related to our next, interconnected subjects: the

characters’ ability to love and whether they should be characterized as good or evil. Harry,

Snape and Dumbledore all share the ability to love, which is also one of the reasons  why I

characterize them as “good” characters. Their love is demonstrated by their willingness to die

for each other: they know that they will be reunited with people close to them. Harry has his

parents and friends that lost their lives during the series. Dumbledore will meet his parents

and sister, and Snape will most likely meet Harry’s mother. In the series of books we learn

that Harry’s parents died to save Harry. The fact that Lily sacrificed her life protected Harry,

which resulted in Voldemort being unable to kill him. This is also what prevents Voldemort

from touching Harry; it is not until the last chapters in the fourth book that he is able to do

that. The explanation for this protection is given to Harry by Dumbledore already in the first

book: “Your mother died to save you. […] Not a scar, no visible sign…to have been loved so

deeply, even though the person who loved us is gone, will give us some protection forever”

(Rowling,  Stone  216). Lily’s  action is  one example of the “sacrificial  love” that  Granger

mentions (175). The same is true for Dumbledore.

In fact everyone that is positively involved with Harry is  effected by,  or capable of

sacrificial love. We have the house-elf Dobby, who sacrifices himself when helping Harry and

his friends to escape from the Malfoy manor. Harry’s friends Ron and Hermione both share
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the same ability to love, and they make a lot of sacrifices during the series when supporting

Harry, who they love with a deep sense of friendship. In the last chapters of the first book

during the game of chess, Ron says: ”You’ve got to make some sacrifices! I’ll make my move

and she’ll take me” (Rowling, Stone 205) By risking his life Ron saves his friends, allowing

them to continue and finally preventing the Philosopher’s stone to fall into Voldemort’s hands.

There are not only positive aspects of sacrificial love; we have family and friends who are

forced to deal with the consequences of it. It does not matter that the purpose of the sacrifice

is to make the world a better place for those still living. Fred Weasley, Tonks and Remus

Lupin all sacrifice their lives during the battle in the last book. For their family and friends

this is devastating, but they do it for the sake of the others, to give them a better life. There is

one person whose sacrificial love has a great effect on Harry even though the attitude is not

very positive: Harry’s aunt Petunia. She takes Harry under her protection despite the danger

she will expose her family to, a danger that she will be reminded of in the fifth book when

Dudley  is  attacked  by  Dementors.  Even  when  Harry  tells  her  about  the  return  of  Lord

Voldemort  she  does  not  let  him  down.  Petunia’s  fearful  and  wide-eyed  reaction  to  this

information makes Harry know that she understands the meaning of Voldemort’s return. From

that moment she might realise the great danger Harry is in. Further on in the fifth book Harry

is upset by the fact that his aunt does not seem to care for him at all, Dumbledore reminds

him: “While you can still call home the place where your mother’s blood dwells, there you

cannot be touched by Voldemort. He shed her blood, but it lives on in you and her sister. Her

blood became your refuge…Your aunt knows this…She knows that allowing you houseroom

may well have kept you alive for the past fifteen years” (Rowling, Order 737).  Dumbledore

also tells Harry that “I suspected the Dementor attack might have awoken her to the danger of

having you as a surrogate son” (Rowling Order 737). The fact that Petunia always has known

what  the  consequences  would  be  if  she  rejected  Harry,  shows  that  despite  treating  him

extremely unfair compared to Dudley, she actually cares for him.

Even the death of Voldemort’s own mother has similar aspects to the examples above,

but the differences between her and the others are that she did not sacrifice herself: she died

because she could not stand living with a husband unable to love her back as much as she

loved him. Snape sacrifices himself as well because of the love he had for Harry’s mother. In

a conversation Dumbledore had told Snape that “If you loved Lily Evans, if you truly loved

her, then your way forward is clear. […] Help me protect Lily’s son” (Rowling, Deathly 544).

In fact, that is what Snape has been doing throughout the series, never stopping to protect
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Harry because of his love for Lily, all the way up to his voluntary death in the final book so

that Harry can gain the information needed to defeat Voldemort. It is the strong feelings he

has for Lily that actually change Snape’s attitude (if Lily had not died, he would still be a true

follower of Voldemort), alliance (he is loyal to Dumbledore), as well as his actions (after the

death of Dumbledore, he did not have to keep his promise to protect Harry anymore).

Love, on the other hand, is the one ability that Voldemort lacks. Already in first book we

learn that “if it is one thing Voldemort cannot understand, it is love” (Rowling,  Stone 216).

The only thing he might love is himself. His complete inability to care for others is a main

reason why Voldemort should be seen as an evil character. His lack of love is also what makes

him fear death: the fact that he cannot love puts him in a situation that makes him believe that

dying is final, that there is no one waiting to love him on the other side.  This attitude is

summed up in the scene at the heavenly train station in the final book, when we see a baby-

like creature that represents Voldemort’s soul that has been attached to Harry. Lying under a

bench, it is sobbing and crying, wounded, and unwanted. All it wants is attention and love,

just like Voldemort probably wanted when he was a child.

So  the  overall  relationship  between  the  concepts  we  have  been  investigating  is

reasonably clear when it comes to the four key characters we have analysed so far, but is gets

slightly more complicated if we also include some of Voldemort’s followers, the Death Eaters:

Barty Crouch Jr.,  Bellatrix Lestrange,  and Draco Malfoy. They are perhaps called “Death

Eaters” to indicate that Voldemort and his followers are able to consume, and thus to deter

death. The name he has given his followers clearly has some kind of personal symbolic value

for Voldemort, due to his fear of dying and his desire to become immortal. Most of the Death

Eaters are actually afraid of death, but they try to hide this fear, because they think that they

are better compared with others in the Wizarding world, because they have the Dark Lord

(Voldemort). Yet for some of them their attitude seems to go against what has so far been

discovered.

There are many similarities between the two first, Barty and Bellatrix. I will begin with

Barty, one of Voldemort’s most loyal Death Eaters who does not seem to fit the description

just given. Barty does not fear death, and he would not hesitate to die for his master, just like

the “good” characters are willing to die for each other. Yet Barty is clearly an evil character.

Like Voldemort, he does not show remorse or guilt nor does he love. These two things are not

the only thing they have in common. Both of them hated their fathers, and it seems both

enjoyed ending their lives: “both of us had the pleasure… the very great pleasure… of killing
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our fathers” (Rowling, Goblet 589). The immense loyalty to Voldemort, cemented by sharing

their bitter hatred, clearly makes Barty unable to see the love that also surrounds him from

both his mother  and the house-elf  Winkey,  who both truly love him and make some big

sacrifices while trying to give him a happier life. So while he may be willing to die for his

Lord, in everything else he conforms to those who fear death: he does not mind killing (and

hating) others, and he is totally unable to appreciate those that sacrifice themselves because of

their love for him. Next we have Bellatrix Lestrange. Like Barty, she  claims to be loyal to

Voldemort: “I was and am the Dark Lord’s most loyal servant” (Rowling,  Order 715). Also

like Barty, she does not fear death; in fact, most of the time when she is duelling in battles she

is laughing. She too would gladly give her life for Voldemort. She clearly loves him: one

example is when he had been struck down: “My Lord… my lord… It was Bellatrix’s voice,

and she spoke as if to a lover” (Rowling, Half-Blood 580). Bellatrix is definitely defined as an

evil character; even though she loves one person, and one person only, Voldemort, she is too

selfish, deluded and obsessed with power and greed to be anything but evil.

Then there is Draco Malfoy, who becomes a Death Eater like his parents. I believe that

deep inside he actually is a good person, but like Snape, his outward actions make Draco

appear to be evil. The only reason why Draco does these actions in the beginning, however, is

to  please  and make his  parents  proud.  Later,  everything he  does  is  under  the  threat  that

something will  happen to his  family.  He clearly has the ability to love,  and he loves his

parents, otherwise he would not try so badly to complete the tasks given. Like most Death-

Eaters, Draco fears death (or the thought of Voldemort killing him), but unlike them he  wants

to protect his parents from Voldemort, as well as not really wanting anybody he knew to be

harmed. He therefore shows fear: “I’ve got to do it! He’ll kill me! He’ll kill my whole family”

(Rowling,  Half-Blood 552).  In  the  end  Draco,  like  his  parents,  are  no  true  followers  of

Voldemort: they do not want power and are not greedy, and the reason they joined in the first

place is fear. Another factor that makes them very different from Voldemort is that while he is

“evil”, unable to feel remorse (see Russell 233), the Malfoys are able to turn towards the

“good”. In the final duel between Harry and Voldemort, Harry asks him to “[t]hink about what

you’ve done […] it’s all you’ve got left … I’ve seen what you’ll be otherwise … be a man …

try … try for some remorse” (Rowling,  Deathly 594). Voldemort, however, is incapable of

feeling remorse or regret for his actions. The Malfoys, though, do not want to continue with

their  evil  actions  even if  they are unused to  side with the  “good” characters: “The three
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Malfoys, huddled together as though unsure whether or not they were supposed to be there

[together with everyone in the Great Hall]” (Rowling, Deathly 597). 

To  conclude,  in  this  essay  I  have  analysed  the  attitude  to  death  shown  by  Lord

Voldemort, Harry Potter, Albus Dumbledore, Severus Snape, and some of the Death Eaters.

Voldemort fears death because he believes that it is final. Harry, Dumbledore and Snape all

share  the  same  attitude,  which  is  not  to  fear  death.  The  reason  for  this  is  that,  unlike

Voldemort, they believe that life continues after death, but also that for them there are higher

values than saving your own life at any cost. Then there are the Death Eaters, Barty, Bellatrix

and Draco. The first two fear death, but put the fear away due to loyalty to their master,

Voldemort. Draco shares Bellatrix’s and Barty’s attitude to death, but the difference between

him and the others is that he is not loyal to Voldemort and he lives in constant fear of the

death threats to him and his family.

A “good” character in the novel is a person who is able to value their own life as well as

that of others, and who shows love by protecting life (especially that of others) with their own

sacrifices, to the point of given their life. An “evil” character lacks love and is living in fear.

However,  it  is  not  necessarily  the  character’s  attitude  to  death  alone  which  makes  the

character good or evil. Just because they do not fear death does not automatically make them

good. Lord Voldemort’s actions, for example, are based on his attitude of fearing death and his

inability to show love. In order to be good, one must stop doing evil acts and feel remorse for

those already done. That is something Voldemort would never do. But then we have Barty

Crouch Jr. and Bellatrix Lestrange who are evil, but who, like the good characters, are not

afraid to die due the loyalty to, and love for their master. However, this love is exclusive and

makes  them hate  everyone else,  including members  of  their  own family,  so  it  cannot  be

defined as love in the traditional sense, but is more like an obsession. On the other hand,

Harry, Dumbledore and Severus Snape share the same attitude to death, which is to not be

afraid, and for them love is more important than whether they live or die, which makes them

willing to sacrifice themselves for others, something that Voldemort is too selfish to do. Love

to them is a shared activity, unlike the “love” Bellatrix and Barty show Voldemort. Some

people might say that love in the Harry Potter books should be considered a theme of its own.

I, however, think that it has a major impact when it is combined with the characters’ attitude

to death and how it makes a character good or evil.
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