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ABSTRACT

Getting education is very important for both boys @irls. However, there are some children
who do not complete school cycle and leave schefarb its completion which is one of the
concerning issues for the Ministry of EducatiomAighanistan. To know why these children
drop out of school and to what extent they drop the study provides some brief information
on it.

To get information on the above issue, structurgerviews were used. The study was
conducted in 8 schools — two boys and two girléiagds in rural area and two boys and two
girls’ schools in urban area of Nangarhar proviotéfghanistan. Data was collected from
sample of 48 people in total. (5 dropout girls tban 5 in rural area, 5 dropout boys in urban
and 5 in rural area, 20 parents of the dropoutesttedand 8 teachers of grade 4).

After collecting information, some of the main casigor the dropout were found as work to
earn some money for support of family (poverty),ving from one place to another,
punishment, teachers’ behavior, long distance fnoose to school and lack of text books and
facilities

By looking to the findings of the study, there iseed of other researches in the area because

to analyze the causes of drop out deeply and fohgtien for them to achieve EFA goal by
2015.
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INTRODUCTION

Background

The most fundamental issue, which has been accépgtad in the world is learning or
getting education. At the beginning, there was niversal education around the world and
the informal education was taking place in all aatt institutions (Rafi, 1998). Historically
in Afghanistan people were taught and learned mébdreligious education such as Buddhism
and others. The Islamic education spread”ircéntury in form of informal education (ibid).
Compare to other countries of the world formal edion in Afghanistan has a short history.
In 1903 the first modern school, Habibya High sdheas established in Kabul. Since that
time the government of Afghanistan paid propermgittd on education. As a result many
schools, teacher trainings collage and institustabdished in Kabul. After a period of time
different schools were established in Afghanistad kater on both male and female students
were sent aboard for higher education to turkey@adnany (Samady, 2001).

Slowly and gradually the formal education was t@bkce in the region. In 1970 one
third of all children were going to school, that%d%f them were girls. When the Soviet
Union attacked to Afghanistan all universities aschools started teaching communist
preaching and as a result majority of studentsskgibol and dropout (Samady, 2001). After a
decade when Mujahidin defeated Soviet Union, atgemschools were reopened for male and
female. George (1950) cited in Mansory (2000) regmbr that there was only schools and
nothing else, no professional teacher, not progenihg system for teachers and even there
were no textbooks in school at all.

From 1996- 2001 Taliban government took place igh&histan and they closed male
and female modern schools. There were limited dsHoo boys and secretly only few female
schools running and supported by NGO's in limitedt pf the country. In 2001 by support of
United States new government came and once adairakd and female schools’ doors
reopen to students. A large number of boys and gahmitted in schools across the country.
Ministry of Education (2009) reported UNICEF stdrteack to school campaign and about
6.5 million students were registered in school Wwhgcthe large number of enroliment in
Afghanistan history. 61% of these enrolled studergee male and 39% of them were female
students. In spite of such progress, still thereeveelot of obstacles in the way to get
education such as lack of schools, lack of protesditeachers, distance from home to school
and lack of books and facilities. These may causgests to leave school and start learning
something else.

Problem area

School dropout is very common in Afghanistan. Asrgene knows majority of
Afghanistan’s people are Muslim and education igatory in Islam for male and female.”
(http://www.islamawareness.net/Education/importamtoal). Every one (male and female)
must seek knowledge, and in addition to that hesmiarticle about compulsory education in
Afghanistan’s constitution. Article 43 of Constitut in Afghanistan reads: “The state is
obliged to devise and implement effective progrémna balanced expansion of education all
over Afghanistan and to provide compulsory interratdlevel education”
(http://www.afghan-web.com/politics/current_congtiibn.html). According to this article
every Afghan must get free intermediate school atio, but still there are large number of
girls and boys who are out of school and they elidmot enter.



The purpose of this research is to find out whystus in Afghanistan drop out in
primary schools. In order to know what factors leagls and girls to drop out of school, the
following objectives were considered to be achieved

Objectives

1. To explore the nature and attributes of phenomégale and boys dropout in
primary school.

2. To investigate the extent of girls’ and boys’ drapm primary schools.

3. To look at teachers and parents views about drogtadents.

Research questions

1. What are the factors that influence the dropowt among girls and boys?
2. To what extent do girls and boys dropout?
3. What are the opinions of the teachers and paréotstalropout students’?



METHODS

For this research quantitative methods was usdthdoout the number of dropouts in
different schools because usage of quantitativévodetiescribed as entailing the collection of
numerical data (Bryman, 2012).

To collect information, three questionnaires wesesigned as a structure interview (self
completion questionnaire) and some open questdns.for girls and boys who dropped out
of school, this questionnaire consisted of 29 qaestmainly related to school information,
family background, and reasons for dropping outachers' behaviour. The second
questionnaire was designed for teachers. This igmestconsisted of 11 questions mainly
dealing with reasons for students dropping outabfosl and their ideas on importance of
education. There were two more open questions @ gome recommendation about
education. The third questionnaire was for pai&iather) of the dropout students. This
questionnaire consisted of 8 questions mainly dgakith reasons of dropping out of school,
their background information and their ideas ononignce of education. Two more open
guestions were added to give some information aodmmendation about education.

According to Bryman (2012) it is considerable ag@to when a structure interview is
used as a self completion questionnaire, then pigbduring interview there will be ask
different types of questions. Therefore using défe form of questions during interview may
setup good result. | filled the questionnaires tioe male respondents such as boys and
illiterate fathers but for the female respondentshsas girls, a female was hired.

The study was conducted in 8 schools — two boyd’taro girls’ schools in rural area
and two boys’ and two girls’ schools in urban aoéaNangarhar province of Afghanistan.
Data was collected from sample of 48 people in.t¢dadropout girls in urban 5 in rural area,;
5 dropout boys in urban and 5 in rural area; 2Giératof the dropout students and 8 teachers
of grade 4).

The data collection was undertaken in a periodppireximately three weeks in May
2013. To know who had left school and who continselabol, it was necessary to look at the
final exam result books. The collected data wassteded into English.

| already got a permission letter from Ministry Bflucation that helped me during
interview with teachers, children and children’sHea.

Limitation

There were some limitations to this study that dodrrow the research. The first
limitation was access to children who left schoathbin urban and rural areas because those
boys and girls was looking to find out whose namreswritten in school register book. The
teachers and students didn’'t know exactly their d@aahdress specially girls’ dropout
students. For example; some families move frompaee to another place, left school
because of security reasons or got engaged sovlasreery difficult to talk with a strange
man or woman. Most of the time families immigrahtrarried and there was permission to
interview with them.

The second limitation to this study was the hone$tsome of the answers because
children answers were affected by asking a stramgeor women, In addition parents didn’t
let strangers enter their houses to interview ttigidren especially for the girls because
culturally people don't like strangers enter toiti®uses whether that is male or female, so
only a small number of dropouts (10 girls and 19)avere interviewed and filled
questionnaires. This small number of school dropcahnot represent the view of the entire
school dropout students.



As they were % class dropout so they didn’t have enough skillré@ding and writing
guestionnaire and the questions were repeatedad¢wees for girls and boys to answer. So |
helped boys and a teacher was hired to help gifil the questionnaires.

The parents of dropout were busy in their dailykvamd some of them were out of city
but I tried my best and find them and fill queshaires. The illiterate fathers need my help to
fill the questionnaire. The questionnaire wa®fllby 19 Father and 1 grandfather.



LITERATURE REVIEW

Some facts about education

Education is “the single most vital element in catntg poverty, empowering society
and promoting human rights and democracy” (UNCIEF)3. p 4). It is, without a doubt, a
key economic and social right that enables childoegrow into adults who can fully
contribute in the social and political lives of itheountry (Nazirzoy, 2009). Finally, receiving
an education can allow children and families toriove their lives (ibid).

Education is important so there is a need thataukl be compulsory for all human
beings to get it. In 1990, during the World Confere on Education for All which was held in
Jomtien, Thailand, all the countries approved tuaee policies that would guarantee
universal education by the year 2000 (UNESCO, 20THis conference noted that “progress
toward education for all had been inadequate andeha renewed commitment was
necessary” (UNESCO, 2011, p.4). The conferenaeadspted a structure for focusing on
the achievement by 2015 of six Educations for EFA) goals (UNESCO, 2011) that were
reported in (UNESCO, 2011):

1. Expand early childhood care and education

2. Provide free and compulsory primary educatioalto

3. Promote learning and life skills for young peophd adults.
4. Increase adult literacy by 50 percent.

5. Achieve gender parity by 2005, gender equalitg®15.

6. Improve the quality of education (p. 29)

Providing free and compulsory primary educationdibicontributes to manage children
for proper schooling (UNESCO, 2007). Therefore,ugnsal Declaration of Human rights
(1948) article (26) read; “Everyone has the righetlucation. Education shall be free, at least
in the elementary and fundamental stage#(//www.un.org/en/documents/udhrChamai
(1983) study shows that Philippines, Mexico, Ghatexya, India and Pakistan also indicate
compulsory education in their policies. Howeveerthare some factors that don’t allow the
concept of compulsory education to take place hadd factors may cause school dropout.

Drop out

The concept for dropout itself is confusing, beeagach country has its own concept
and definition for it. From Thai perspective Nia@ig000) find out dropout that the students
who stay away from school more than given numbetagt or all those who either don’t
enter to school or leave school before completioedacation cycle called dropout. Besides
this, Rumberger (2001) defines dropout as “tha¢msons who has not completed school
cycle and who is no longer enrolled in school agpam that can lead to high school
completion at a particular point in time” (p. 5)hit¢ Fuller (1927) cited in Crain-Dorough
(2003) “The dropout phenomenon was called “schiealving” and was considered to be a
psychological problem based on interest and a#gudp. 40).

Mansory (2007) mentioned in his study the defimtad dropout as follow:
A student who is absent more than what is alloweax{mum 50 per cent of the time is grade
1-3 and 25 per cent in grades 4-6), a student wilesrt participate in the annual examination
or a student who has quit school during the sclyearls is considereaiahroom, i. e. s/he is
denied the right to continue to the next gradejrogther words, this student has dropped out
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the current year but may come back another yeanrldbe may repeat the school year and has
the right to do so within three years; this rulplégs also for a student who has failed in a final
grade examination. Until three years have passedttident continues to be registered in the
grade to which s/he belongs, which means thatdfestration or enrolment statistics not only
include children who actually are students the entriyear but also those who may return in
the coming three years. After three years s/hepslied from school and only then s/he can be
considered as a drop out student (p. 8).

Causes of dropout

At the period of time much progress has been n@adard education in Afghanistan.
“In March 2002, Ministry of Education with finan¢isupport of UNICEF started Back to
school campaign in Afghanistan” (UNCIEF, 2003. p. Ministry of Education (2006) cited
in Karlsson & Mansory (2007) that a great numbeiNGO’s and international communities
such as IRC, USA, Japan, Sweden and other doneesdtarted supporting educational
projects in Afghanistan” (p.195). Such as Afghamsin many other countries like
Bangladesh, Pakistan and India education known atsagy and every child should go to
school to have a bright future, but still there stxedents’ dropout.

A number of researches has been conducted iretherto find the factors and causes
of dropout. According to the most recent NationakRand Vulnerability Assessment
(NRVA, 2007/08), that in Afghanistan 60% of allysowvere enrolled in primary school and
42% of all girls, while in secondary level the dmrent rates are dramatically reduced.
Yoshikawa et, al. (2011) found that there is alsomsiderable gap between enroliment and
actual attendance, about 2.4 million girls wereobed in school regularly and they started
attending classes, while after enrolment 19% ofcaildren were found out as temporarily
absent, some of them could be absent for most of tie year.

There are worldwide different factors and caubes may force students leave school.
Some of these factors as follows:

Economic Factor

The most well-known causes of drop out in manyntdes are poverty. For example,
“in Ethiopia like other developing countries houskehpoverty is a major factor keeping
many children out of school. Poor households oftamot afford to send their children to
school or are forced to withdraw children out di®al at early ages”
(http://paa2011.princeton.edu/papers/111283). utaton is free then why families and
people withdraw their children from school? Thevegscould be there are some hidden costs
families cannot afford. These hidden costs cando&d supplies, uniforms and food that may
cause poor families not to let their children totg@school. Hossain and Zeitlyn (2010) also
reached similar conclusion, that there are somerfasuch as household size and family
structure that parents may not agree to send¢hédren to school.

Similarly, United Nations Development Program (20@&ported that the level of
economic in developing countries can play an ingrdrtole in the development of education
and students’ retention rate. Several researchesteen conducted which shows access to
education is strongly determined by family wages.iRstance, Hussain et al. (2011) found
that “the low level of economic development of toaintry and low per capita income of the
people is one of the major causes of high dropatetin Pakistan” (p. 4).

Furthermore, poor health, lack of school equipneemd living in areas with low performing
schools are “all correlated with poor attainment ampetition of grades” (Hossain and
zeitlyn, 2010, p.4).

Similarly, poverty can be a reason forcing childrerteave school and work in market,

most of the time, it may not allow children of pdamilies either to join or continue their
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school. Same as in Pakistan, India also faces enmrithallenges with 18 million street
children to provide them education (Datta and Ba2ikL2). There are many children still

they didn’t enroll in school and there are manyeotbeople they live in poverty suffering
regions of the country (ibid). In different paftlodia there are thousands boys and girls they
spend their major part of their life, living and skimg on the street (ibid). Datta and Banik
(2012) argue that the streets become home forchittiren. By coming across to Pakistan
and India we can see some similarity in Afghanistamool position.

Moreover, Yoshikawa et, al. (2011) found that poywés the single biggest challenge to
boys and girls education in Afghanistan. Otaigh@@), reported that poverty is an
unacceptable level of living conditions, that sqmeeple could find themselves due to lack of
financial and material resources. By having poverthe region about 9 million Afghans, or
36% of the Afghanistan population, are not ablm&et their basic needs (NRVA, 2007/08).
Most boys and girls who drop out in Afghanistan rbagause of their family’s poverty.
Finding and estimation Afghanistan Government iatis that one out of five children,
majority of whom are male between the ages 6 andrE7employed (ibid). These all may
because of poverty in the region. Hussain et28l11) reported the same issue that in low
income families’ children may play the role of bdeanner. They may need to work to
support their families or their families may no dem afford their daily school expenses to
send them to school.

Punishment Factor

Corporal punishment is a concept which is usedastroountries as a discipline tool
such as Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, USA and EirSpme researchers found out that
Corporal punishment took place in all part of therheh. Global Initiative to End All Corporal
Punishment of Children (2010) reported that, “nmemsporal punishment involves of hitting,
slapping and spanking children with hand or bykst{p.5). By having bad effect in 1987
corporal punishment banned by parliament in Brisigtte and private schools
(http://www.corpun.com/counuks.htm).

Same as in British states corporal punishment wad in United States of American by
parents and teachers too (ibid). Malik (2012) asgihat corporal punishment is deeply used
in Pakistan both in government and private schadésargues whether it is physical or
psychological can be a major cause of drop outanyrcountries. For instance, Hussain et al.
(2011) found from their study that 93% of the resbents agreed that corporal punishment is
the main cause for children to leave school iniftak. The Society for the Protection of the
Rights of the Child cited in Hussain et al. (201t each year 35,000 school children in
Pakistan dropout from school. By having such pnaislein 1999 the government of Pakistan
banned corporal punishment in all schools in thentry (ibid). While, Malik (2012) found
that from 2003- 2008 corporal punishment washggh in Tamil Nadu, Children were
forced by teacher to do domestic work for teacheheir houses, beside this children were
beaten in class till they fall unconscious and eseme times children were disciplined
through electric shocks (ibid).

The punishment focuses on what a child has donagvibis like a principle to make
children stop doing wrong things and let them knbsyhe did something wrong, they will
suffer some punishment in order not to do it agdame as in Pakistan and India researcher
found that in 2008, Afghanistan schools’ childrearg/punished mostly by being beaten with
a stick. However, beating students has been foebidldl Afghan school since 2005. As a
result United Nations (2008) cited in Hussain et( 2011) the corporal punishment at
schools are responsible for one of the highegialt rates in “the world, which stands at
50% during the first five years of education’ §).



Teacher Related Factors

Teacher is most important key links between stuglant school. Without teacher
teaching doesn’t take place, but sometimes higftesence, absence, numbers, their dealing
with students and even their professionalism coalgse students’ dropout. For example,
Hussain et, al. (2011) found that most of the prinszhools in Punjab province have a single
teacher; it may not be possible for a single teatthenanage five or six groups of children in
one single period; similarly a teacher could nohage students’ activities properly and
students may not take interest in their studiesaddition, Hussain et, al. (2011) study
reported that majority (86%) of the resporideconsidered that the insufficient and
inappropriate residential facilities for teachespecially in far flung areas may cause major
reason of high dropout (ibid).

Similarly, Metha (2007) cited in Eswaran & Sin@(8) that “Indian schools are
managed by government and an average of 2.63 tsgobeschool against 5 classes” (p. 2).
His study reported that absence of teachers amrgignhigher than other under developing
countries. These absence may have personal resiscimss illness, maternity leave,
participation in marriage parties, religious funat, festivals etc, for instance there are some
more academic reasons in in-service education @anoguch as seminars, orientation courses
and workshops (ibid). these may make teachers égyouldn’t go to class to teacher
students.

Some researchers found out that teachers in Afgtaanare facing similar experiences
with some slight differences as in Pakistan andalnde. In 2005 there were 22 percent of all
teachers met the official qualification of minimumth grade of education (Ministry of
education, 2006). Students drop out of schoolsusecaf teachers’ bad behaviors, corporal
punishment, and large size of classes, lack ofegsibnal teacher and lack of pedagogical
content of knowledge. Here in Afghanistan it isweommon when a man couldn’t find a job
s/he normally chooses the teaching professionayt be the last option when s/he couldn’t
find other employment.

Geographical factors and lack of school buildings

Distance from home to school is one of the majotdia that could cause students’ drop
out. Hussain et al. (2011) found similar finding Bmys and girls distance from home to
school and poor transportation can be the mainecatildropout out for primary level
students. In addition Sathar & Llyod (1994) repdrby having 1 km distance of school to
home can place negative effect on primary schamlestts attendance.

In general, distance from home to school may adlgciacceptable for boys to walk
or travel, but for girls it can be a big problerapecially in rural areas. Same as in other
developed countries often children require to tréweg distance for schooling. Furthermore,
Mansory (2007) found out that dropout rate has spas#tive and negative correlations with
variable, such as distance from home to school.nBgative correlation may students
especially girls couldn’t arrive on time to schaBy having long distance from school to
home and late arrival to school, may count studsran absent and at last after a couple of
days student may dropout from school.

It is also important to know about school buildiBgiring previous conflicts, many
school buildings were burned down in different pdr&fghanistan. According Ministry of
Education (2007) report, ccurrently each schoolthasor more shifts classes. Ministry of
Education (MoE) has advised schools without bugdito rent facilities (tents or apartments)
until new school buildings are constructed. It may be effective but temporarily it may help
students until new school building constructed amarge number of students can
accommodate (ibid). In order to reach boys and@ gnrolment rate to 60% or 75%, 5000 new
school buildings required to be constructed (ibild)amic Republic of Afghanistan (2005)
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cited in Karlsson & Mansory (2007) that “Afghanistaequires extensive, predictable and
sustained international aid to meet the targe’9p). National Education Strategic Plan
(2010) reads that Ministry of education (MoE) basaccommunity demand, with support of
international donors constructed schools in difiereral and urban areas to reduce distance
from home to school and every one can access tmbkehsily.

Teaching and learning materials related factors

Teaching and learning materials such as text bapkslso important factor. By having
lack of teacher and text books a student can lm®diaged and s/he may not show interest in
study and finally make them to leave school. Reseas found out that in Bangladesh, the
lack of writing materials such as pen or pencil antebook is a common picture in the
schools and many children come to school withoytlearning materials (Hossain & Zeitlyn,
2010). These children struggle and try to folloassles and activities without writing
anything and sometimes by sharing resources witérathildren. It may push student to leave
school, besides such difficulty purchasing textksoalso added a problem. For instance, in
Bangladesh and in many other countries students toggay for getting text books. Some
families may have limited resources to buy textlsoakd other materials. At last their
children couldn’t get access to learning matenma they may leave school.

Some time the content of textbooks and the Wagazhing may cause some problem,
especially the interpretation of sex rolesswciety, could theoretically influence girls’
interest in formal education (Hossain & Zeitl®10). As in Afghanistan the curriculum is
revised and made changes but still there are nerexgprofessional and trained teachers for
such curriculum to teach in proper way. MinistryEafucation in Afghanistan also
understands this issue but stated in NESP (20a0}hkre are “shortage of curriculum
experts to review and evaluate implementation efrévised curriculum” (p.23). In addition
there are many remote area schools they still da@ve access to revised text books. Some
time the children who use the books for the firsiet they can complete those activities in
their books. Next year when the same books digeibto children, the exercises are already
completed and it may not get chance to follow altmtihe class. The books can be looking
boring and at least 25% of the children are pdyt@tcluded from those sessions (Hossain &
Zeitlyn, 2010).

Lack of Security

Lack of security can be one of the major factorsstadents’ dropout. Some of the
examples are mentioned by CARE (2009) as citétbiotaroff et al. (2009) that burning of
school buildings, tents, explosions near schoatkdpping and killing occur all over
Afghanistan. In addition, some other schools rez@wvarning letters to close down (ibid).
According to Asia foundation (2008), the annualsyrindicates, Afghans identify lack of
security which is the biggest problem facing peoplthe country, In addition he added that
the study show 63% of respondents believe secudtiye them to leave their home area.
These broad picture statistics only take us stofaards understanding how insecurity has
grown in Afghanistan, however, the United Natiorsl@en’s Fund (UNICEF), reported that
burning school buildings and tents is the mostues type of attacks in Afghanistan.

Lack of security can be the main reason and it caage gender disparity in school. For
instance, same as boys in South and West Asiagwgigs account for 59 per cent of children
not enrolled in school (UNGEI, 2011). Furthermdhe United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization’s Institufer Statistics indicates that more than 40
per cent of the current out-of-school childrenub<Saharan Africa and South and West Asia
are not enrolled in school at all (ibid). Someentresearchers, like the study of Holmes
(2003) found out that overall; male receive morecadion then females, and they tend to
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dropout or leave school earlier for both econormpmvérty) and social cultural issues.
Furthermore Holmes (2003) reported that the costmfle students sending to school in
rural area where girls are married early is higigduse benefits of their schooling may not
occur to their parental household.

In conclusion, although there are much progressiucation of Afghanistan, there are
still many goals which seems not to be achievabkfghanistan which needs further
consideration by the Ministry of Education in Afglistan to achieve the education for all
goals.
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FINDINGS:

General complaints

The schools which | visited were facing lack of ke@and building. Most of the
teachers in both rural and urban, girls and boygwemplaining about the lack of books.
One of the teachers said “The students are facitigtiae lack of books” which are important
means of learning in both rural and urban areask b& proper building (Classes) was
another challenge; teachers mentioned in theinii® and complained that most our
schools don't have proper buildings and classrodrhere were some schools which didn’t
have boundary wall and especially in urban aregetivere several schools they furnished
with Tents which was donated by UNICEF or some el found out that they were using
tree shadow in school especially in girls’ scho@lee of the interviewed teacher said, “There
are no boundary wall at school, students can esgayesasily’. When teachers were asked
about the availability and enough teachers, thpgnted that there are enough teachers for
each class.

Table 1: Rural and urban areas teachers’ views ogeneral challenges of students.

General Challenges Rural area teachers’ view | Urban area teachers’ view
Lack of books 3 2
Lack of teacher 0 0
Lack of classrooms 1 2

Retention rate

Retention rate of the same grade 4 in three caesgears was collected, in which it
was found some differences based on the rural dyahwareas. For instance, rural area had
some girl failed students while in urban area thveais no failed girl at all. Regarding
Mahroom boys in both areas, it was found that nbores were Mahroom in the urban areas
than the boys in the rural area.

While coming to annual total number of Mahroong study found that there were
53(10% total grade 4 students) Mahroom out 501estisdin 2010, 75(15% of total grade 4
students) Mahroom out of 499 in 2011 and in 20¥2nilimber of Mahroom even increased to
Table 2: Retention of grade 4 students in 3 yeard hoth rural & urban areas

YZ";‘; and Grade 4(2010) Grade 4(2011) Grade 4(2012)

Aled Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural

Sex ([Pl@|P|lQ|P|lQ|P|lQ|2| 2| 2| @

S| 12 |S$ | @2 |5 |a|S | a5 | 2 |5 >

Passed 128 77| 83 126 143 79 77 §7 131 78 102 104
Passed with 0 9 2 2 0 4 0 8 0 3 0 0
condition
Failed 5 0 4 12| 9 0 11 6 5 0 4 5
Mahroom 15 15 6 17 19 15 8 33 28 8 171 48
CE)fnsf?J'ggnrt':mbef 148 | 101| 95 157 171 98| 96 134 164 89 123 187
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101(19 % of total grade 4 students) out of 533 ettel which is a high number and a
concerning point. It was also found that total nemaf boys and girls Mahroom in rural area
was more than the students in urban area.

Chart Title

180

=
MO
oo o

100

Axis Title

MOy 00
[N No Nl

boys girls boys
Rural Urban
m2010 95 157 148 101
2011 96 134 171 98
2012 123 157 164 89

Figure 1: Retention of grade 4 students in 3 yeaist both rural & urban areas

The above figure shows that the enrolment ratéunfests under studied schools were
somehow different in both rural and urban areasadsalin both gender. For example, girls in
rural area enrolled more than boys in all threeygsade. However in urban area comparing
to rural more boys were enrolled. This finding cates that boys in rural area are more
dropout than boys in urban area or boys in urbaa has a lot of facilities than rural area. For
example; schools may near to their houses theyhraag more access to school than rural
area students.

Parents’ education

The general feeling is that if parents have Unigesducation, less of their children
drop out of school. However, contrary to what isught, the study found that more boys and
girls who had father with University education lsfthool in rural area. The girls’ parents who
had University education claimed that their “gglst adult and there is no need for them to go
to school anymore”. One of them said that girlsutigo to school to until they can read and
write and should know how to write her name anbddahame. According to him, it is enough
for his daughter to read and write. Among 20 witawved students, mother of one the girl and
father of one boy had education of grade 12 tdHelrest had lower education than grade 12.
There were five students who had parents with ne&tibn at all which supports the idea that
parent’s education would have effects on theirdckih education.

One of the other interesting findings regardingepés’ education was that almost of all
of the interviewed students who left school hacepts with education of madrasa or mosque,
but they still left school. Madrasa and mosque atlan are informal religious classes which
are held in most part of Afghanistan. Parents askedit obligatory education in Islam, they
said yes it is right, but the situation is not g@wdl there are no good teachers to teach them
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instead of learning they play and waste their tilhis. better they learn automobile repairing
in workshop.

Table 3: Students replies on their parents’ educabin level.

- Rural Urban
Qualification Boys Girls Boys Girls
Father Mother Father Mother Father Mother Father Mother

University 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0
14"to 12 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0

11 to literacy 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1
course

Maddrassa/ Masjid 1 0 1 1 1 1 1 1
llliterate 3 5 2 3 3 4 2 3

Causes of students’ drop out

The study found different causes for drop out oflent in both rural and urban areas.
One of the most prominent causes in both ruralieben areas for the drop out was
supporting their families. For instance, threehaf $students among others mentioned that they
left school because they wanted to support theaiilya Among these 3, one of them was
living in rural area and 2 of them were living irban area. The study also found that some
children parents had religious education, but stély didn’t care about their children. One
father of these children said, “My children sholddrn religious studies and they need to
memorize Holy Quran and | need them to work outsideket as labor to earn some money
to me.”

Immigration (moving from one place to another p)agas the unique cause of drop out
for boy and girls in urban area while it was nairid for the rural area children. Early
marriage was one of another cause both for ruchlgipan area girls. Both girl and boy had
reason of sickness for their drop out in rural avbde there was no boy and girl in urban area
to have this reason for their drop out. The majasitother students had other causes for the
drop out. For example, one boy in rural area saiddannot learn at school therefore his father
told him to learn carpentry. A girl said in ruraka my father is Mula (religious scholar) and
he doesn't let me to go outside to school and aeya/klse. One of urban boys reported that
“my father divorced my mother and my mother is frBakistan. We live in someone’s house
as servant. My mother is working inside house ear@r and | am working outside tasks”. In
urban and rural areas girls reported about badisgamd environment, which may be the
most important issue for girls’ dropout in bothauand urban area.

Table 4: Some causes of drop out

Area Rural Urban
Total
Causes Boys Girls Boys Girls
Need to work 1 0 2 0 3
Failed 1 0 0 0 1
Dislike of teachers 1 0 0 0 1
Dislike of classmate 0 0 0 0 0
School was not useful 0 0 0 1 1
Long distance from school| 0 1 0 0 1
Sickness 1 1 0 0 2
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Some of the other causes of students’ drop out

Punishment

According to interviewed students who left sch@okporal punishment was a big
issue in rural and urban schools. During interviels found out that one of the student said;
“My math teacher was telling me to come and brimngvg to his cow. One day | didn’t go.
Next day in school he beat me by a stick and laway from school after that | didn’t go to
school again”.

Table 5: Corporal punishment as a cause of dropout

Punishment Rural Urban

Boys Girls Boys Girls
Corporal punishment 5 3 3 5
Take fine 0 0 0 0
Insulting 1 2 1 0
Advice 0 0 0 0

The stick was also seen in teacher’s hands whigp teasoned to have it for scaring
of students to have them under discipline. In aoldisome other students complained about
insulting which is a bad manner in Afghan cultukevice by teacher as correction was not
found in both areas as a cause for dropout.

Teacher related factors

Teachers are the most important links betweerestuahd school. Teachers’
instruction in the class is the most important pathe learning process at school. The study
found out that half of the students liked the lessby teachers, but half didn'’t like.

Table 6: Satisfaction on teachers’ teaching

Satisfaction rate of Rural Urban

teacher’s teaching Boys Girls Boys Girls
Interesting 1 0 2 1

Good 1 0 1 3

Fair 1 1 3 4

Bad 1 1 0 0

Findings of the study indicates that students witopaut and they are not in school
anymore but still they reported that their teadkaching was interesting to them in urban
area but in rural area some students argued thettiteg was not good and satisfactory for
them. Therefore, they left school.
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School distance

Table 7: School distance as a cause of dropout (tways walking)

Distance Rural Urban

Boys Girls Boys Girls
Le_ss than 30 0 0 3 5
minute walk
One hour walk 2 0 1 3
Two hour walk 2 2 0 0
More than 2 2 3 0 0
hour walk

School distance from home is considered to bemgoitant cause of drop out.
Findings of the study revealed that majority of tlog's and girls in rural areas walked more
than two hours to school while there was no studeantban area who walks the same range
of distance. Schools were found to be near to stsda urban area while they are further
than 30 minutes’ walk for students in the ruralare

Curriculum related factors
Table 8: Textbooks and their contents

Subjects Rural Urban
Boys Girls Boys Girls
Pashto 0 0 1 1
Dari 0 0 1 1
Math 5 4 1 3
History 1 0 1 1

Findings of the study also revealed some of tlreatdum related factors that
contribute towards high dropout rate in rural angbn schools in Jalalabad. The study
indicates that most students didn’t like math sctbj€hey indicated that math subject was
boring to them which may force them to leave schobérefore, students do not take interest
in their education and they leave the school amdgavorkshop or factory. In addition to
math, students also mentioned they face probleeaiming languages subjects. In Urban
area some people speak Dari and some Pashto guivihéogether. They may immigrant
during civil war. Those students who speaks Paietp have Dari language learning problem
and those who speaks Dari they have Pashto leapniidem.

Teachers and parents views on students challenges

From teachers’ perspective the study found th& 80boys in urban and 10% of
boys in rural area left school because of econ@mblems. While coming to girls in urban,
teachers thought that people don't let their dolsvork out side. Therefore, finding indicates
that there were no single girl who left school hessaof economic problems in the city
Security was anther concerning issue especialljhifemale to continue school. But in the
city, the security is better than the rural aremadhers thought that only girls are facing
security problem in rural area but in urban theyntimmed security is not the main cause of
dropout in Jalalabad city at all. Finding indicatieat in urban area environment caused some
girls leave school. Harassment and having no gogdament for girls to go to school may
be the big issue in urban area. Culturally peopesaared of harassment in urban area and
they don’t leave their daughter to go to schoabutside when they are young.

When teacher and parents views were compared aballénges, parents thought
that distance from home was not important whileteas says 20% of dropout are because of
distance from home to school . Teachers indicatelir having early marriages and other
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family background girls leave schools. But the pgs®f boys and girls thought that economy
and security were the big reason of boys and didpout of school.

Some of the parents had different reasons fqy dut of their children, a father said,
“Because of economic problems, | couldn't let mydrhn come to school but if the situation
becomes good, then there will be no problem inisgnehy children to school .” He mainly
meant if the security situation gets better, hé¢ leilhis daughter go to school again. While
asking this father about his children’s futureréglied, “I cannot say anything about my
children future life, because the economic and rsgcsituation is not good”

One of the other interviewed father reported tletioesn’t see good future of his
children because there is no good security. Acogrth him, education is a gift from Allah
but in Afghanistan this gift is not visible for ayene. Most people are illiterate. He added
that “poverty is too much and the economic situaigovery bad”.

One of the father mentions, “My child life is darkfuture because they didn't learn anything
and | cannot push them to learn because the sgtutad and our economic situation is not
good.”

A father of girl thought if a child doesn’t getdwledge, his/her life is dark in the
future. He continued, “It is well known [that] eduon is obligatory in Islam; Therefore, |
suggest to all male and female to get knowledgéhil&\asking him as a follow up question,
why did his daughter left school? He replied ttsdte’ got engaged and her father in-law
family didn’t let her go to school anymore.”
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DISCUSSION

Dropout is common every where all over the wolldcording to past researches,
each researcher has his own definition for dropaaitnentioned in the literature review.
According to my finding, dropout is a concept feaVving school before completing school
cycle and no longer being enrolled in school. Sdefaition was found in Nicaise (2000)
which writes that dropout refers to those studeriits stay away from school for more than a
given number of days or leave school before conmgetducation cycle. This study focused
on finding out the causes of dropout. The analsis@vs many factors that may cause
students to leave school.

General complaint

According to teachers’ views, some of the factaichsas lack of text books and school
buildings or its lack of walls were factors causstgdents to drop out. These could mean that
when text books are not available, students beagritgerested and then leave school. When
there is no school building or boundary wall foe #thool, teacher could think that students
could sit outside in open air which will cause sieks for some students get sick and decide
to drop out of schools. In NESP (2010) MinistryEafucation also understood such matter
that there are shortages of new text books in ho#l and urban area. One of the concerning
iIssue in text book is the exercise filling in treok. When books are published and distributed
to students, they use them and complete exerdiglesn the education year is finished, these
books are collected by the administration of sch@oid redistributed to the next year
students.

The finding of this study indicated the probleimpde books used last year in schools,
the exercises of these books have already beenlemudy students who used if before.
This could be boring for some students and willseatlhhem to drop out of school and also this
will affect learning achievement of students. IrgAdénistan most of the students are poor and
cannot buy new textbooks. Hossain & Zeitlyn (20d8tussed something similar in Pakistan
and mentioned that students’ families are poorthag may not be able have enough money
to buy text books from outside market. This canseastudents to leave school and learn
something else.

Retention rate

Students’ retention rates are discussed for 4ttlegirmboth rural and urban areas for
three consequent years. Failing of girls in rurabaand boys in urban area are the finding of
this study which could mean that the trend of stfeibng for girls in rural area and for boys
in urban area is common and this could cause tbeirop out of school because female are
not allowed to go out in rural areas and do famityk. The boys in urban area would do
some other jobs for earning money to support tiaamilies, so they would not be able to go
to school regularly and finally fail or Mahroom aatllast they drop out of school. If we look
at annul Mahroom rate of these three years, thebeuwf Mahroom students are increasing
every year. Although there is back to school cagmastill the Mahroom rate increased year
to year. If it goes like this, Ministry of Education Afghanistan will not achieve the target of
EFA 2015 goal. Some other countries as Pakistanlwkimentioned by Hussain et, al.
(2011) experiencing similar matter where therediscation campaign in high level to gain
millennium goals but still every year students dnap
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Children with educated parents

Still it is said that parents with education wid\e children with not much drop out,
while the study had somehow opposite findings. Hewesuch drop out could be related to
level of parents’ education but could be relateduibure constrains because in the study, the
girls’ parents who had higher education claimed their girls got adult and there is no need
for them to go to school anymore. Another findifighe study also supported culture cause
for students drop out in which it was found tha¢ @ the parents said that girls should go to
school only until they can read and write and stidamlow how to write her name and father
name. According to him, it is enough educationgiois.

There were five students who had parents withduza&tion at all; which supports the
idea that parents’ education would have effecttheir children education. There were some
students who had parents with Islamic educatiohtHry still left school. Again there could
be some other reasons behind such drop out, itigpverty or other causes which leads
students to drop out and the parents Islamic eturcatay not cause children drop out,
because Islamic education and studies encourageeposend their children both boys and
girls to get knowledge.

Causes of students’ dropout

Poverty

Analyses show that there are many causes inflagrstudents’ school continuation.
One was supporting family for home expenses. Méanilgien who left school were found
that they were responsible to support their familiehey needed to work outside in the
market to earn money and help their families. Tiigld mean that one of the most prominent
causes for the drop out of school is poverty bottural and urban areas. If government does
not take this issue seriously, the chance willdss ito achieve EFA goals by 2015. Although
it is known that education is free and compulstrgre are some other costs which poor
people will not be able to afford. Similarly, potxeas a cause of drop out was found out in
Hossain and Zeitlyn (2010) research, which wasterithat there are some hidden costs may
influence students to leave school such as unifbooks and note books etc.

One of the remarkable finding of the study was sfwene children were found that
their parents had religious education and they tragjeady know that education is obligatory
in Islam but still they didn’t care. One of theHat of these children reported that their
children should learn religious studies and thesdn® memorize Holy Quran. Therefore he
took his children out of school and made them létoty Quran and beside of this, he said he
needed his children to work outside market as lablois kind of drop out could be because
of poverty and need of work to earn money and eotibse of learning Holy Quran; because
Holy Quran also says that getting education or Kadge is compulsory on both male and
female alike.

Moving from one place to another

The second cause of drop out in this study was ngoivom one place to another in
urban area and in rural areas. One of the mostipeshreasons for moving from one place
to another place was rented houses. The analysm sbme poor families stay in one house
for a year and next year they move to another di@a.could cause children not to go to
school because some of the students would leaw®kiththe middle of the educational year
and may not join the next school there. If thistoares, they will leave school for such issue
and become dropouts. In addition such studentsadsaf going to another school, they start
working and may increase the rate of drop out sttsde
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Punishment

Punishment is a very old concept which is useddisapline tool in different
countries. The finding of this study indicates t8&%o of all respondents agreed that corporal
punishment was used in schools. If we look at pneviresearches which have been done in
several other countries such as in Pakistan, US#aN France, and in India, they showed
that the main cause of dropout is punishment ioaichin many countries corporal
punishment is banned but still teachers are ussraydiscipline tool as mentioned in the
literature review. In Afghanistan corporal punisimhis banned in all schools in rural and
urban areas based on Ministry of Education lawticker 39 of the Education Act 2008 reads
that “Every kind of physical and psychological mmnhent of students is prohibited even for
their correction and chastisement.” (p. 13).

However, during interviews with teachers sticksevegen in teachers’ hand which
shows that corporal punishment is still practidsthen teachers were asked why they have
stick in their hand although it is banned in scko®hey reasoned that they don’t punish
children by stick, but they use stick as a sigadare students not to make noises or other
behavior which are against disciplines. This kihgunishment could cause drop out of
students because if students are punished physargtisychologically, they will get tired of
going to school and finally they will leave it.

Such findings are confirmed by other researchersast other countries, such as in
USA, Pakistan, Banghlasdish and India. For instasee as in Afghanistan corporal
punishment was banned in Pakistan, but Hussaal. ¢2011) argued that it is still practicing
and it was mentioned that there are 93% of dropeaause of corporal punishment in
Pakistan.f{vww.endcorporalpunishment.ojgited UNICEF (2005) that 86% of children aged
2-14 experience of physical punishment in Afghamssuch as slapping, kicking and hitting
with a stick are common forms of punishment. Th@sgsical and psychological punishment
could make students leave school and finally thepalut.

Teachers

The analysis indicates in general most of droptudemts still thinking teachers are
teaching them interesting things. However, rurahastudents complained about teachers’
teaching more than the urban area students. Thid aoean that teachers in urban area are
kinder than the teacher in rural area or teaclmeusbhan area may be more professional than
teachers in rural area. In addition it is worth tiered that in rural area, most of the teachers
were 12 class graduates but in urban area mosedéachers were 14th or 16th class
graduate. This shows that teachers’ level of edutatiso had some consequences on the
teachers’ teaching and this could cause some gtitteleave school. Students also
complained that their teachers were beating thahteachers were absent most of the time.
This shows that teachers’ absence could also bason of drop out. Ministry of Education
needs to take it in consideration and find a sotutor it.

Distance from home to school

The distance from home to school is also imporféné finding of this study indicates
that long distance from school could be a causgifts’ dropout especially in rural area,
while most the boys and parents mentioned that diistgnce was not so important.
According to them, boy students can walk to schdwther it is far or not. This could mean
that girls can be drop out of school where the stlsofar from their houses and this could be
because culturally, girls are not allowed to goffam their houses especially in rural area
while for boys it doesn’t matter whether it is nearfar. The girls’ drop out in rural area could
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be long distance. Families may scare of environalésgues such as security, Harassment
and as a result they take their girls childrenadigchool.

Text books

Text books are the most important part of teachimg) learning at school. As it was
noted that most of the students didn’t like mathject at all, it could mean that math is
difficult to students. The study indicated that inwesd difficulty in math and it could be
because of lack of professional teachers to teauhmake students to understand to become
math subject easy and interesting to them. Tliguwlity for understanding math might cause
students’ dropout. Some students in urban areglemmed about language subjects. It could
be because there are different languages spokebam area and this will cause students to
complain about such subjects.
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CONCLUSION

Education is a power. It is the right of each cimiéd only in Afghanistan, but also in the
World to get education. However, there are sometcamms in getting education especially in
Afghanistan.

The study aimed to explore some of the factorsahainfluencing girls and boys’
dropout in primary schools, to investigate its ext&nd also to find out teachers and parents
views about school dropout. The aim of the studg aghieved somehow because it was
found that there were some factors that influergidd and boys to be dropout of schools in
primary schools.

Some of the main causes of dropout were work to game money to support the
family (poverty), moving from one place to anoth@inishment, teachers’ behavior, long
distance from house to school and lack of text Baoid facilities. In some details, the high
level of dropout rates for boys both in urban am@lrareas may be directly associated with
child labor but the high level of drop out for gith both area may associate with long
distance and having no good environment. The psiredtication also counted as an
important issue for children education. Distanoefrhome to school and poor transportation
facilities are counted as other issues. Povertyfamily income can turn students to leave
school and work for family support.

The study’s findings are matching to some extenhédfindings of some of the existing
knowledge in the area. Some of the found cause$héodrop out could not be found in some
of the other countries, especially factors whiah r@lated to culture because culture of every
country is different. For instance, in Afghanistanen there is no boundary walls for school,
people will not accept culturally that their daugyistseen by other people pass the road, but in
other countries, it wouldn’t be a matter.

It is important that government of Afghanistan readt only to write the planned
activities in elimination of such factors on theppes, but also need to take practical actions to
reduce the dropout rate. Otherwise the dropoutmaigincrease every year and Afghanistan
won't be able to achieve EFA goal by 2015. Finahe dropout causes found through this
study cannot be generalized for the whole cousty, propose that some further studies
conducted on this theme.
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ANNEXES:

Boys and girls questioners

Structured interview form

A. Student’s Personal information:

1. ABE: e

2. Do your parents alive?

1. They are alive. 2. Mom is alive father is died 3. Mom is died and father is alive
4. None of them alive.
3. Where do you live?
1. With parents 2. With Brother/ sister 3. Uncle/Aunt 4. Others
4. How many people are there in your parents/family?
1. You and your parents 2.4to 6 people 3. 7to 9 people 4. 10 to 14 people
5. What is the main income of your family?
1. Salary 2. Private business 3. Farming 4, Others .............
6. How is your economic situation?
1. Wealthy 2. Normal 3. Poor 4. Others ..........
7. What is your parent’s qualification?
Parents Qualification Years of study Current Job Remarks
(Grade)
Father
Mother

8. How many grades have you repeated (if any) ?

9. How many marks have you got in your last class?

10. The school had male or female teachers?

1.

male 2. Female

11. Do you think education is important for Girls?

1.

Agree 2. Disagree 3. Don’t know
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3. Co-teacher (Male and Female)




12. Do you think if you get education it will change girls’ future?

1. Agree 2. Disagree

13. How do you see your future life?
1. Bright 2. Dark

14. Why do you left school?

Fell free and select the strongest reason

¢ Need to work for family
e Failed in school

e | didn’t like the teacher

e |ldidn’t like my classmate

¢ No use full to learn in school

¢ Long distance to school
* | wassick

* Immigration

* No female teacher

e | got married

e Others

B. School related information

15. School location

1. Rural area 2. Urban area

16. In what type of school did you study?
1. Government 2. Local village

17. What was your school condition?

3. Don’t agree

3. Don’t know

1. Tent 2.Openarea 3. Mosques

18. How were your teachers teaching?

1. Interesting 2. Good 3. Fair

19. School distance from home

3. Mosque school

4. Proper school building

4. Bad

1. Lessthan 30 minutes walk 2. One hour walk

than two hours.

3. Two hour walk

20. When you were at school what subjects you didn’t like and why?
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4. More



21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Who decides for continuation of your school?
1. Father 2. Mother 3. Brother/sister 4. My self

How many hours do you help your family at home?
1. Onehour 2.2to4hours 3. 5to 8 hours 4.1don’t know.

What are you doing during day time?
1. Households 2. Tailoring 3. Working in office 4. Others

Do your school had washroom ?
1. Yes2.No 3. Yes but not suitable

When you got late to school what was the reaction of the teacher towards you?
1. Corporal punishment 2. Fine me 3. Insult me 4. Advice me

When you are absent from school what was the reaction of your teacher?
1. Beatme 2. Fineme 3. Become angry on me 4. Others

When you didn’t go to school what was the reaction of your parents?
1. Beatme 2. Become upset 3. Become angry on me 4. Others

28. Do you have brother or sister who left school before completion?
Brother Grade during
/Sister Age dropout Why she/he left school
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Father related questioners

Parent related questions

1. How many children do you have in your family ?

1. 1-2 2.3-5 3.6-8 4 8-12

2. What is your qualification?

LS 2 B S N =

= O

1. University 2. 1% grade 3. Mosque or Madrass 4. llliterate

Do your monthly income enough for your family ?
. Yea 2.No 3. Sometime 4. Others ............

. How far is school from your home ?
. hear to my home 2. In another village 3.itmc 4. Very far

. What factors influenced your child to drop otischool?
. economic 2. Security 3. Environment 4. Stllestance 5. Others

. If you see variation in above selected factatsat will be your reaction about your child?
. Readmit him in school 2. Leave him illiteratd8t him to work 4. | don’t know

. How do you see your child’s future?

. According Islam education is Obligatory, whayair idea and suggestions
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Teacher related questioners

L AGE

3. Sex: Male Female

4. Student’s attendance for the following years?

Years 2010 2011 2012

Student’s grade

Passed

Passed with
condition

Failed

Dropout

Grad total

5. What challenges students are facing at school?
Lack of text books 2. Lack of teachers 3. Buildingd. Others
6. What factors influence students to dropout?

Economic 2. Security 3. Environment 4. Schastathce from home
5. Others

If your answer is others, describe what thie?

7. What facilities do you have in school for students?
Toilets 2. Playground 3. Library 4. All  50Ne of them
8. Does school has Parents community?

1. Yes 2. No 3. I don’'t know
9. How is the school environment?

Equipment class 2. Setting under tree shadowp8&n@rea 4. others

10. As education is obligatory in Islam as a teacheatvighyour suggestion to people
and dropout students?

11.What is your recommendation to prevent school dutpo
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