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Abstract 
 
Mattias Nylund (2013): Vocational Education, Class and Knowledge. A Study 
of Social and Political Implications of Content Organization in Vocational 
Education, Focusing on the Upper-Secondary School Reform of 2011. Örebro 
Studies in Education 40, Örebro Studies in Educational Sciences with an 
Emphasis on Didactics 8, 154 pp.  
 
The overall purpose of this thesis is to critically contextualise the organization 
of content in Swedish upper-secondary vocational education by highlighting 
its social and political implications in relation to social class. Policy docu-
ments concerning the content of vocational education in Sweden from 1971 
to 2011 serve as the main empirical source, with particular attention given to 
the reform of 2011 (Gy11). The thesis is comprised of four studies that each 
represents a different context that reveals social and political implications of 
the selection and organisation of content in Gy11. The content structure of 
Gy11 is thus analysed in relation to (a) the school’s role of fostering demo-
cratic citizens and the overarching societal function of education, (b) 
knowledge distribution among social classes, (c) a class context, including key 
historical and contemporary reforms, and (d) a modern historical context, 
focusing on how two previous structural reforms (1971 and 1994) organised 
power and control over educational content.  

The study results show that, in terms of its content structure and underly-
ing principles, Gy11 represents a historical break with previous reforms in 
many respects. Fundamental organising principles of past reforms, such as 
students’ preparation for active citizenship, critical thinking and entry to 
higher education, have been given less importance while the content is more 
context-bound than in previous reforms. The Gy11 reform can thus be seen 
as a part of a broader policy trend that is detracting from earlier efforts to 
give all social classes equal access to an equivalent education and reduce so-
cial imbalances in education. This new way of shaping vocational education 
is, it is argued, likely to exacerbate class inequalities by both reducing social 
mobility and rendering knowledge distribution in society more asymmetric. 
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