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68° 25´14” N, 17° 33 36” E

NARVIK
Narvik is a urban city in Norway, the seat of the Municipality of Narvik, Nord-
land (14,000 residents). Narvik is located deep in Ofotfjord and is a relatively 
young city which as of 1902 has served as the main port for shipment of iron 
ore from LKAB’s mines in Kiruna, Sweden. Narvik was one of the targets of 
the German invasion of Norway April 9, 1940.
Narvik was destroyed by the fighting in 1940 and was quickly rebuilt, hence 
the architecture is quite “functional”. Many of the private residences are 
“svenskhus” often painted in bright colors. Narvik by Ofotsbanan connection 
with the Swedish railway network and the city is the northernmost station on 
the Western European network. Narvik is located on the European Route 
6 and 10, which continues across the border to Sweden. Outside Narvik 
is Framnes airport with flights to Bodo and Tromso. North of the municipal 
boundary is the major airport with flights to Evenes including Oslo.
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SKIEVVÁ
Skjomen(in Sami - Skievvá) is a fjord branch of Ofotfjord in Narvik municipality in 
Nordland. ‘
The highway to Skjomen, a 20-minute drive from Narvik city, is a breathtaking path is 
where a snow-covered mountain plateau, dotted with soaring peaks, opens out on to a 
ravine and, further away, a gorgeous fjord. 
The view is so stunning that it will get you either numb or high. 
It is a site with a rich interesting historical and cultural heritage.
There are petroglyphs in this area with figures indicating that the composite have been 
settlements in the area since the Stone Age. On Skjomenfjellen you can find numer-
ous remains from the second world war. Specifically on Reinnesfjellet. There are 
writings in the form of lists of deployed submarine rocks (written by German soldiers 
who had a submarine base at the head of the fjord during the II world war). 
It is also a site rich in outdoor activities of the best variety in an incredible environ-
ment. Natural conditions create a guns term local climate. When Southeastern wind 
driven down from the mountains occurs warm wind that provides a direct and signif-
icant temperature increase. Spring comes earlier here than at any other place in the 
region. After the rain og wind is at Narvik, it is like a dry and a little warmer in Skjomen. 
If you’re lucky, you can start playing golf at the end of April. The golf course situated in 
Skjomen, Elvegård, is the world’s northernmost 18-hole course.
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Skievvá spa

An opportunity to discover and take part of the peculiar landscape in one of the most beauti-
ful fjords in Northern Norway, Skjomenfjorden (Narvik).
An opportunity to discover the “real” Narvik. An architecture that reinforces the impressions 
and the sensations in the landscape on different scales. Here the bath is the central space. 
A spa, a landscape hotel and a trekking station.
The complex scale of nature is intensified through the large scale framing architecture. 
The unique and custom site with its program strengthens the tourism industry and attract 
more visitors to the North Norwegian mountains.ountains and Narvik.
I have always been fascinated by the tremendous and dramatic scenographic landscape of 
northern Norway. This is where I have my roots. I visit Narvik and Skjomen(Skievvá) every 
year since have family here, and also I’m addicted of the sensational nature and the purify-
ing boost and revitalisation it gives you. I want more people to visit and explore this treasure. 
The scenery and outlooks in different scales have been an important part of my process. 
The buildings have framings and windows to frame and enhence the beautiful  scenery 
and elements in the environment. In an open complex landscape like this, the relationship 
between volumes is very important, spacing and proportions. An architecture that blends in 
with the surrounding and competes with it at the same time. I wanted to give the landscape, 
the mountain, a scale.
The project is largely about architectural elements meeting the scenery and terrain and 
how to encounter the landscape. But just as much about  how the architecture affects and 
enables one to take advantage of this incredible landscape.

1. Entrance spa
2. Dressing rooms
3. Bath and Sauna 
4. Showers and Sauna
5. Juice and tea bar
6. Open air passage
7. Entrance restaurant
    /info center
8. Kitchen
9. Bu�et restaurant
   /kitchen
10. Dining room
11. “Living room”
12. Porch
13. Restroom
14. Sta�room and o�ces
15. Storage
16. Spa treatment rooms
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Our thermal comfort is largely determined by the environment we are in, and since skin is the largest 
human organ, our skin has remarkably high absorptivity and emissivity. It will respond to even the slightest 
changes of temperature, humidity, or air flow to make us more or less comfortable. Therefore, designers 
need to take into account many different variable to create comfortable spaces in all of the seasons and 
accommodating a range of comfortable conditions for differing people. 
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All the birds have flown up and gone; A lonely cloud floats leisure-
ly by. We never tire of looking at each other - Only the mountain 
and I.

Li Po- Alone Looking at The Mountain



REFLECTION

Starting my thesis project,  I had many different thesis 
questions on display: The mountain environment is 
sensitive and many different interests claiming to use 
it. What trends, conflicts and opportunities available in 
the North Norwegian mountains, more specifically in 
Narvik municipality? Is it possible to link the ecological, 
economic, social and cultural sustainability and encour-
age a holistic view of the living mountain landscape? Is it 
possible to get a holistic view of the mountain landscape 
and build on the close collaboration between relevant 
stakeholders mountain? The mountains should have a 
high degree of in terms of biological diversity, experi-
ence-standing values   and natural and cultural values. 
Activities in mountain shall be conducted with respect 
to these points to promote sustainable development.
Examples would be mining in the mountains, challenges 
and opportunities in the mountains, new outdoor activity 
trends of the mountain environment, characteristics of a 
grazing landscape characterized.
How to get more people to experience and see what 
Narvik has to offer in a new way? etc.
And the question how architecture meets nature, was 
there all along and became the most important focus 
during my process.

I have been walking around in the mountains of Narvik 
ever since the age of five. I have experienced some of 
my most beautiful and peaceful moments here. Over-
looking the most spectacular landscape sceneries. 
Norway boasts some of the world’s most amazing natural 
wonders - from milky blue fjords to the magnificent auro-
ra borealis and endless pockets of forested landscapes, 
this magical country is what dreams are made of. I have 
always found it interesting how we need to “frame” our 
surroundings to some how grasp it and take it in. And I 
have also found it interesting how buildings and archi-
tectural elements and compositions in a landscape like 
Skjomen really gives the surrounding a sense of scale, 
and a different comprehension.
In the beginning of the project I was mostly referring to 
tourism. But soon realized that I was making the spa 
- thinking of the people living in Narvik just as much, if 
not even more. I love the idea that the right architectural 
integration with nature can “open up” ones eyes for the 
surroundings. How architecture meets nature can be a 
very  general question, but at the same time it can be 
very precise. In this project I worked with this integration 
in several scales to get closer both to the closest, tactile 
surroundings and the distant scenery.

 One of the most beautiful experiences I’ve ever had, 
was swimming in an ice-cold small lake on top of Reinne-
set overlooking the Skjomen Fjord. How to capture this 
sensational feeling in a building? That thought I brought 
with me to this project.
In the latest scale amplicification of perspectives and 
framing became essential. 

There is a trend of today’s architects to constantly want 
to “melt” the architecture into the landscape, to make  the 
integration of architecture and earth is seamless. Which 
is a beautiful philosophy, but sometimes a little bit boring 
I find. Through the time when talking about integra-
tion into the landscape, integration into the landscape 
inspired by the late architect Oscar Niemeyer’s approach 
to building in natural landscapes. He had a more brutal-
istic big scale approched which I adore. There is nothing 
wrong with competing with the scale of your surrounding 
landscape. But for the nature lovers  that may see a 
mythically gorgeous landscape savagely brutalized 
by tonnes of poured concrete and think the gesture is 
nothing but barbarian. I had those in mind during my pro-
cess too. I know that the architecture may attract ones 
attention but it’s the Norwegian nature that takes your 
breath away. And I’ve really tried to emphasize this in my 
project. To make the experience of the nature munificent 
and even more grandiose. 

I think of buildings and landscapes as similarly multi di-
mensional in physicality as well as experience. They are 
both fundamentally spatial and require the body to move 
while stimulating the eye with changing perspective. 
They inspire the imagination while stimulating the body 
and their structure and character enable and organize 
the occurrence of a multiplicity of activities.

During my process I have experinced  that It’s quite the 
challenge, achieving a harmonious architectural balance. 
One that neither imposes itself to the detriment of its 
environment, or that defers so entirely to its landscape as 
to appear inconsequential.
In this case the architecture defers entirely to the land-
scape, and yet isn’t inconsequential. It would’ve been so 
easy to have constructed something that was so intru-
sive, so ill considered, so unsympathetic that it tamed, or 
indeed sanitised its environment.
The dramatic environment tempers the angular man-
made semi-monumental aesthetic and makes this project 
all the more remarkable I find. 
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