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SYMBOLIC	  MOBILITY	  –	  
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IN	  A	  DIGITALIZED	  CONTEXT	  
 
 
This paper will present an outline of how an empirical investigation of the concept of 
symbolic mobility with a focus on the two phenomena music and identity. ‘Mobility’ is the 
core concept of the contemporary paradigm “The Mobile Turn” where transportation of 
people, goods and ideas are researched. However, since the establishment of the Internet, 
mobility is no longer purely a question of the real world. A social community is for instance 
no longer limited to a physical place, it is also augmented into a virtual space where 
individuals can be born, connect, travel and interact. Within this virtual world the 
phenomenon of music is a widespread inhabitant. Music is there to be experienced but music 
is also being used instrumental by individuals in a symbolic way. Music can be manifested in 
the form of a musical playlist, a collection of sonic samples that fits certain occasions or it 
may express identity. This latter feature seems to be of great importance. One example of this 
significance is how the final candidates of the American presidency in 2012 present 
themselves partly to the voters through musical playlists. Their identity is then represented as 
a musical identity. The playlists may not only manifest representations of identity, it may also 
play a part in communication as they are shared in digital communities. Playlists, cultural 
tracks, are in this study regarded as text, can be considered as symbols where the phenomenon 
of music and identity is intertwined with each other. The presentation will, after a brief 
introduction to the field of mobility, suggest a way to empirical investigate what significance 
or what meaning music play when symbolic identities are constructed.  
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