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There is something one could not learn from an architecture school, which is the
personal life experience. Zumthor stated that “the roots of our understanding of
architecture lie in our childhood, in our youth; they lie in our biography. Students
have to learn to work consciously with their personal biographical experiences of
architecture. Their allotted tasks are devised to set this process in motion.” To gain
such a biographical experience, I believe one should reach out and learn from the
place and experience what the place could offer.

The school’s location seems to be perfect for such a way of learning. (to site plan) It
is not inside KTH main campus. But close enough. So one could engage it and not
limited to it. Here would be the main library. Within walking distance student could
also reach the Swedish royal library and the Stockholm City library.

As one can not see the first hand experience, reading books, learning from other’s
experience is important. Therefore, I attempt to promote this way of learning by
opening up the current car park level. (to ground level plan) More than one third of
the car park is completely open. The rest is sealed but still visually assessable from
large glassed openings. The overall function of the building is an extension of KTH.
But the ground floor is understood as an extension of the plaza. It breaks from the
current concrete closure and adding transparency towards the public. One could
make a gathering introduction here. And then one can enter the exhibition area.

You could see a part of the exhibition area. It is casted in white concrete with small
black rocks. The white concrete could be an appropriate background for drawings. I
integrated the column and platform which could use to placing models and sitting, if
there is nothing going on. Because the upper level was matching up with the old
floor slap, therefore the height of the exhibition area is not adjustable. Furthermore,
it is a large open area. So the proportion of the space is rather compressed. In order
to make it a bit pleasant, there is a 50mm wide cut on very vertical line behind each
lamp on columns. I attempt to emphasize the verticality and hide the joint between
the lamp and the wall in shade.

Once you have entered the exhibition hall. You will find a double height space with a
ramp combined with steps.

(ramp rending) It was an inspiration from the stair in the front of the Stockholm City
Library. Where the entering is not just going through a surface, but it is also a
process. The rhyme of movement is trying to slow you down. One the left side, it
offers a different viewing point of the exhibition. And the slow movement gives you
time to prepare and enjoy the atmosphere, even the nice smell of the cypress wood.

Once you landed the first floor, one can turn left to the atelier for attending



presentations or turn right for a lecture.

The atelier is a double floor space with a mezzanine walkway hanged up by cables.
I was trying dissolving the separation from the double height area to the single
height area by canceling the columns, which could also help unblocking the
presentations. The joint between column and beam in this space was actually the
starting point for this project. I find this interesting image of the old architecture
school on Riddargatan. That school building was small and dated. But users loved
it. It was engaging and intimate. Per Hultén praised it as “a real school”. The
particular structural element in the photo inspired me. It is structural and also very
spatial.

To carry out such an image or memory, you may say, The joint has a
skewed bearing element. The wall may stop at the bottom of the bearing element.
This cap can be used for lighting.

Along the two wooden wall, there is a long table integrated with the wall. One can
put models there and hang drawing on the wall above. Under the table, there are
caps between the stacking wood strips. Between the strips, there are 50mm time
100mm wooden block to support the strips and level gaps in between. So the
filtered light could penetrate into the lower area of the space. But the table could
help the lights not to cast directly on the viewers eyes.


