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Industrial research schools
A new type of research school, the industrial research school, has
been introduced with support from the KK-Foundation. These
research schools can be thought of as constituting an infrastructure
of new or partially new institutions and networks bridging the
worlds of academia and industry.

Implementing the research school programme has been a relatively
slow process. Establishing the research schools has in most cases
taken considerably longer than was initially anticipated. Those
schools which are building up new organizations and networks
invest greater time and effort to reach a particular stage of
development than do schools which are mainly reactivating old
networks. However, the former group of schools has a greater
potential to contribute a new dimension to the knowledge transfer
process.

Concerning the mechanics of the knowledge transfer process itself,
the findings suggest that the research students themselves, through
initiating and maintaining new contacts, constitute a key link in
knowledge transfer.  Thus some students have created new, formal
or informal networks both within academia and spanning the
academic-industry boundary. A majority of students perceived
themselves as ‘embodying’ knowledge transfer, an observation
which was further confirmed by some supervisors.

Umeå Centre for Evaluation research has been commissioned to
carry out a real-time evaluation of the KK-Foundation’s knowledge
exchange programme. This report deals with an early stage of the
implementation process.
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