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Abstract 

This bachelor thesis deals with the increasing borders control/security between 

nations, especially between the, so-called third world and first world nations. Security and 

wall building is something that is becoming a more and more current issue at borders. Today 

we live under the scare of terrorism which excuses this behavior. The state seeks to gain more 

control over whom they are letting in. This has, created harsher laws for immigration, and 

especially unauthorized such, creating a global apartheid and mistreatment of unauthorized 

migrants. 

This study focuses on unauthorized migration and especially on the casualties of 

such attempts to cross the border between Mexico and Arizona caused by walking through the 

Sonoran desert. The United States has during the 90’s and this the 2000’s deliberately been 

pushing unauthorized migration routes further from urban areas out in to remote desert in or-

der to discourage it. This has led to a rising number of deaths among unauthorized migrants 

trying to cross into the United States from Mexico and other Latin American countries.  

This bachelor thesis focuses on the statistics taken from border patrol reports 

that were listed in the newspaper the Arizona Daily Star. It also contains an interview made 

with a volunteer from the organization No More Deaths/No Mas Muertes, an organization 

working for the prevention of deaths in the Sonoran desert and more human immigration poli-

cies.  

A perspective of this bachelor thesis is also gender: how these policies affect 

gender, and whether women who migrate unauthorized are exposed to more risks than men. 

The conclusion of the essay is that the majority who migrate unauthorized are male. The 

women who migrate, however, are exposed to more risks. They are more prone to travel with 

family or children making them more vulnerable due to the extra responsibility. Traveling 

alone, they are more vulnerable to sexual assaults. Sexual assaults can come from coyotes, 

other migrants and border patrol. Risks for human trafficking exist not only while crossing the 

border but also after deportation.   
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1. Introduction 
In this introductory chapter I will present what the subject of this essay is and 

what it is trying to study. I will also provide some background as to why this subject interests 

me and why I think this is an issue that concerns the entire world today. I will also state my 

research topics and questions clearly and finally conclude with definitions of what my re-

search will include/ does not include in order to make the subject and information more ma-

nageable.  

 

1.1 Background 

The myths of globalization are that we live in a borderless world, as open trade 

is taking over in a more global, ―free‖ market. Especially as Europeans we are affected even 

more, our borders being open for travel within the European Union. As a citizen of the Euro-

pean Union you can study a semester in London or work for some time in Paris. As a tourist 

from the western world you can have a vacation almost anywhere for a week or two, so it 

would appear that we live in a borderless world. However this is an illusion and a luxury 

available only to a few, the upper and middle classes, and most of them residing in what we 

call ―the western world‖, in the industrial countries of Europe and North America.  

In reality, for most of the people of the world, people living in what is often re-

ferred to as the ―developing‖ countries, populations are becoming more and more localized as 

borders are tightened. Borders are established and more walls around the world are built with 

latest security equipment, the world’s leading wall builders being Israel and the United States. 

The ―developed‖ world is fortifying itself against what is outside the different unions and 

trade agreements, and against everything that is seen as a threat to the developed countries’ 

prosperity. While the European Union might be a convenience for a European travelling in-

side Europe, it is not for the people outside it. To make even more sure of keeping people out, 

the European Union has entered treaties with nations around it, both in Eastern Europe and 

northern Africa. These nations create a buffer zone with the intention of never letting the un-

authorized immigration even reach the borders of the EU. The United States has done the 

same in Mexico, entering an agreement, in which Mexico has promised to keep out migrants 

travelling from Central America through Mexico towards the United States. There is a 

double-morale in this since Mexican migrants are those who mostly attempt crossing into the 

United States without authorization. This has created border patrol violence in Mexico with 

the police trying to keep migrants from crossing through Mexico. Many immigrants try to 



Linnea Hällgren 

Human Geography C 

2 

 

cross through Mexico riding on the roofs of trains. The Mexican border patrol have orders to 

raid trains which often results in many accidents, among others, migrants falling off trains. 

(International Federation for Human Rights 2008 p. 18-21)   

Globalists claim that starvation and health issues are decreasing in the world to-

day, but they forget to mention that the divide between rich and poor is growing. Today, the 

world’s richest are the richest ever in comparison to the world’s poorest, who are just getting 

poorer. (Binns, Elliott, Potter and Smith 2008 p. 36) Since 9/11 we have also seen a drastic 

change in the border control and security in the world. 9/11 was the event that opened the war 

of terrorism. Borders all over the world were tightened and airports suddenly created more 

security controls. So, in comparison to a world where borders seem to be vanishing, there is 

also a world where borders are closing. Global mobility is being controlled and the surveil-

lance apparatus is in place to put this into effect.  

Between 2010-2011, I studied at New Mexico State University in Las Cruces, 

New Mexico. It’s a town located 40 km from the Mexican border and close to El Paso, Texas, 

what was once one of the biggest crossing points into the United States for unauthorized im-

migrants. Before this I did not know much about the immigration politics of the United States 

and the building of their border fence towards Mexico. In Sweden, the forum mostly is on 

Swedish or European Union immigration. News of what is going on in the US-Mexico border 

is reported on Swedish media, for example the cartel wars and the passing of the law SB 1070 

(Appendix 5, p. 4) in Arizona 2010. Once in New Mexico, my eyes were opened to how ex-

tensive the border control along the US-Mexico border had become. Most of the bigger roads 

leading to bigger cities had border patrol stations, where every passing car was stopped. I also 

heard different stories from other students with Latino heritage of being stopped along the 

road and having their cars checked. When I went to El Paso for the first time in December 

2010, I also saw the border fence along the Rio Grande. I was able to see a distinct difference 

between the US side and the side that belonged to Mexico. On the US side was a typical 

American city (possibly with less high-rise buildings, since you are only allowed to build a 

few, they otherwise block the view of the desert), and on the Mexican side, though, some 

parts of the city almost resembled shanty towns. I have been told some of them are without 

running water.  

What really fired my interest for the border crossing and it’s casualties was a 

book I read for my class in Southwestern Literature. The book by Louis Alberto Urrea is 

about an incident that took place in May 2001 when a group of almost 30 unauthorized mi-
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grants walked through the Sonoran desert and fourteen of them died from hyperthermia and 

three were never found. This was the largest amount of casualties in the Sonoran desert that 

had ever been documented at that time; the incident was later called Operation Broken Prom-

ise or The Yuma 14. The book describes the walkers and human smugglers, which are called 

coyotes, and explains who they were, where they came from and the circumstances that put 

them in this situation. I had never before realized the migration policies of the world today are 

so inhumane that they are the cause of many deaths. Most of the walkers of the Yuma 14 were 

crossing the border to get seasonal jobs, so that they could pay for school tuition, backpacks 

and school uniforms for their children, add an extra room to their house or build a better roof. 

The youngest of the walkers who died was 15, a son walking with his father, with the inten-

tion of helping him pick oranges in Florida. The only surviving coyote was 19 years old and 

also struggling for a living. He is now serving 20 years in prison for this unsuccessful attempt. 

The survivors of Operation Broken Promise where put in the hospital in the United States 

(and where later granted work visas) and the dead (who had never been in an airplane before) 

were flown back to southern Mexico, where they came from. The whole incident cost the 

United States much more than simply allowing them to enter and work would have. That 

would have cost the US almost nothing. The whole situation struck me as absurd and spurred 

my interest for looking closer at the issue of the border and the people damaged by these im-

migration policies.   

 

1.2 The Purpose of the Essay  

With this essay I hope to take a closer look at unauthorized migration from 

Mexico and Central America into the United States. I focus on the casualties and deaths that 

occur at the border of Arizona, how and why they happen and if the misfortunes and inhu-

manities, hyperthermia and violence, strike men and women alike. In other words, I am com-

paring the vulnerability of both genders to harsh migration policies, which render the migrants 

―illegal‖ and force them into the desert and the hands of human smugglers.  

I feel this is a subject that needs to be discussed and brought to attention. We 

live in a world with growing borders for humans while we see the ―free‖ market eliminating 

borders for economic flows. The border fortification makes immigration policies and methods 

to keep the borders ―closed‖ more and more inhumane towards refugees and migrants. So 

inhumane in fact, that people die at the borders having been forced out to sea or into the 

desert’s harsh climate, all in an attempt to improve their life quality. This I think is a great 
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wrong that should be changed for the sake of humanity. A great amount of tax money is also 

spent per year on fortifying these borders which in the end kills people trying to cross. It is an 

issue in our world that needs to be looked into. 

I have also chosen to look at the differences in how gender is affected by unau-

thorized crossing through the Sonoran desert. Gender is something that is not often focused 

on, but has gained in focus through the years. I think gender is something that is relevant in 

this discussion, since closing borders and immobilizing people in the ―third world‖ makes the 

people in already weak positions, weaker (as I will discuss later). Women are often regarded 

as even weaker due to constructions of gender roles that often put them in a more restricted 

place than men, since women are expected to be bearers of cultural traditions and as children, 

they often offered less education and chances. Therefore, this immobilization can represent 

more risks and limitations to women. I think it is important that I compare the genders in or-

der to see, whether there is a difference in risks, cases of death, etc for the women and men 

who have lost their lives in the Sonoran desert.  

In this essay I will research the list of casualties between Jan 2001 and Septem-

ber 2011 in the Sonoran desert, on the Arizona border of the United States. From this list I 

will be able to look at causes of deaths, ages, and where the migrants were from, divided by 

gender. I have also contacted the organization No More Deaths/ No Mas Muertes and sent an 

interview in order to collect even more valid backup for my statistics from the causality lists, I 

have asked for comments from people actually working the prevention of border casualties. In 

my theory chapter I will also have a closer look at the American immigration policies, how 

borders around the world look at the present and pose theories for why this is going on.  

 

1.3 Questions Posed in the Essay 

These are the points and questions posed and hopefully to be answered in this 

essay: 

 We know that borders across the world are becoming highly fortified with help of so-

phisticated technologies and surveillance. Mobility is highly racialized, class-oriented 

and gendered. What is the situation along the US-Mexican border?  

 How and why have unauthorized migrant routes been pushed out in to such a harsh 

climate so that those who attempt to cross the border into the United States sometimes 

die? 
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 What are the gender patterns and trends among casualties in the Sonoran desert? 

 Are casualty risks gendered? In that case how?/ In which way? 

 

1.4 Limitation of the Essay 

To not make this essay to broad and extensive for me to handle and to not make 

it too long, I have had to draw some limitations on my research subject for the essay. I have 

decided to keep my research and make my statistics only from the casualties that have oc-

curred on the Arizona border. This is mainly because I have found a good database with relia-

ble statistics from this area and I think it could be difficult to try to mix this data with data 

from other states. Besides finding it difficult to obtain the data it might also be difficult to 

process so much data. Also, most of the borders crossing casualties are found in Arizona. 

Some desert walkers go through California, but the majority walks in to Arizona (there is a 

map of the distribution of unauthorized migration along the border in Appendix 1). I have de-

cided to mainly look at the casualties, since there is no documentation of the migrants who 

actually succeed in crossing the Sonoran desert into Arizona. Neither have I studied nor in-

cluded in my statistics the migrants who are apprehended and deported back to their countries 

of origin.  

The data of casualties in the Sonoran desert only stretches as far back as January 

2001. To my knowledge, no data has been collected on the casualties. The data also ends in 

September 2011, since the database has not been updated yet for the second half of the year.  

 

2 Methodology 
In this chapter I will discuss methods and sources I have used while writing this 

essay. I will describe what method I am going to use to tackle my data, and also how I got my 

data and its validity. In this chapter I also discuss my literature sources, their origins and va-

lidity, where I found them and how I used it to come to my conclusions.  

 

2.1 Method 

The research of this essay is built on data presenting the casualties of unautho-

rized migrants trying to cross the US-Mexico border into the United States through the desert. 

The purpose of this essay is to compare this data and see whether gender is affected different-
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ly, and whether women run more risks than men crossing the border unauthorized. I have also 

sent an email interview to No More Deaths/No Mas Muertes to get a second opinion, since 

sometimes statistics can be misleading or difficult to interpret. I wanted to hear the views of 

the people who work with this and are on-the-spot witnesses.  

My research is, therefore, mainly based on secondary data, since my data is tak-

en from another database. The section dealing with theory is entirely based on literature. My 

only empirical research will be the interview. I would therefore, claim that my research is 

based on inductive method.   

 

2.2 Data over Casualties in the Sonoran Desert  

The list of casualties reported by the border patrol sectors along the Arizona 

border constitutes the bases for my research. The list only covers the last 10 years, however, 

starting in January 2001 continuing till September this year, 2011. The first two years of the 

list are only based on reports from the Pima sector of the Arizona border. The Pima sector 

includes Pima, Santa Cruz and Pinal County. From 2003 and forward the records are also 

from Cochise County and Yuma County, which both have their own border patrol sectors. 

Therefore, from 2003 the report covers everything that has been found throughout the border 

of Arizona. This database for record keeping of the dead was set up by the Arizona Daily 

Star’s homepage, a newspaper in the Tucson, Arizona area. The database of deaths on the 

border was set up so that the public more easily would be able to find loved ones, who have 

gone missing while trying to cross the border into the United States.  

 

―We hope this database provides a service to the loved ones of those who have 

disappeared. We also hope it helps the general public gain perspective on the number of lives 

lost. ―(http://azstarnet.com/news/local/border/html_c104ad38-3877-11df-aa1a-

001cc4c002e0.html?appSession=65010837072571&RecordID=&PageID=2&PrevPageID=1

&cpipage=41&CPISortType=&CPIorderBy= 27/10-11) 

 

I myself, found the database via another webpage: No More Deaths/ No Mas 

Muertes. They are an umbrella organization for Human Rights Organizations and churches, 

who work to prevent deaths in the Arizona desert, and who work for more humane immigra-

tion policies. They have a link to the database over the deaths. They also have a counter for 
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how many who have died so far this year. I found this organization’s homepage when I 

googled for a list or records of casualties on the US-Mexico border.  

 

Map 1 

 

Counties in Arizona (http://www.ezilon.com/maps/united-states/arizona-counties-and-road-maps.html) 

 

 

I would argue that the information in the database of deaths is accurate, since it 

is copied from border patrol reports. However, the database itself stresses that bodies are not 

always found. Bodies decay fast in the extreme environment of the desert and bodies get lost. 

Because of this, there is no certain way of knowing exactly how many people have died trying 

to cross the border. The numbers I can present and make statistics on are only of the dead bo-

dies that have been found and reported by the border patrol. There are probably many more 
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deaths that have occurred yet never been recorded. Therefore, the data will never be fully ac-

curate, but it is as close as I can get. 

In making the list into statistics and in order to make diagrams, I let my father, 

Bengt Hällgren make a program that sorted the people on the list according to the different 

categories that they are already divided into on the list (In Appendix 2 you can find the first 

page of the original list). The information categories are: name, hometown, age, sex, cause of 

death, location, notes, date found, medical examiner ID and county. This way we were able to 

select different groups we wanted and sort the casualties the way we wanted in order to make 

the statistics. We tried to change as little as possible in the information from the list, but since 

some with ―unidentified‖ in the sex category were named unidentified woman/man, or had a 

distinctive male or female name we gave them a sex to reduce the number of unknown sex. 

As for casualties that were given an indistinct age, such as ―unidentified man in his 20s‖, we 

gave an age like 25, in order to reduce casualties with unknown age. As for the causes of 

deaths, Mr. Hällgren once again made a program interpreting the causes of deaths since the 

causes are reported in many different ways. Our interpretation categories became: hyperther-

mia, homicide, disease, vehicle accident, other accident and undetermined. Sorting the death 

causes was quite complicated since it was sometimes unclear as to how the cause should be 

interpreted and under which heading to place it. Many of the diseases have probably, (like 

heart attacks and one woman who had died from infection due to prolonged child labor), been 

caused from the heat and walking, so they are not listed as hyperthermia but probably are 

caused by it. For example, some deaths such as ―asphyxia‖ which means suffocation, where 

causes we found too difficult to interpret we listed as ―undetermined‖, since could indicate, 

for example suffocation from hyperthermia, disease, choking by accident or by another agent. 

The vehicle accident category included everything from a car to a train or plane accident. 

―Other accidents‖ is the category including more random accidents such as: drowning, being 

struck by lightning, overdoses etc.  

The diagram covering the nations from which the casualties originate from is 

straightforward. Since so many came from Mexico, I wanted to look at which parts of Mexico 

they came from, since Mexico is a big nation. I sorted all the casualties from Mexico into the 

states they were from and prepared to make a map over the casualties’ origin. While discuss-

ing this with Mr. Hällgren, he came upon the idea of dividing the casualties per million inha-

bitants in the state. Since certain states in Mexico have a much bigger population, just making 

a map of where the casualties were from might be misleading, but by comparing with the 
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amount of inhabitants of the state, it was easier to see how much impact or how common it 

was that people migrated and died while doing so.  

The two last maps show the 760 casualties that had coordinates of where they 

were found documented in the list of deaths. To make these maps required a program to in-

terpret the coordinates onto a map. Once again Bengt Hällgren has helped me with making a 

program for this. In Appendix 3 he explains the algorithm he has used to do this. It was tricky, 

however, to convert some of the coordinates, since they were obviously erroneously written, 

either when copied in the death list or when written down by the border patrol themselves in 

their reports. Some of these coordinates, where the mistake is obvious, have been corrected, 

others not. Therefore, there is also an Appendix 4 which shows which ones have been cor-

rected and why, so as to make people aware of where Mr. Hällgren and I have changed the 

data.  

 

2.3 Interview 

To get a wider perspective on the matter, (it can sometimes be difficult to find 

explanations in statistics and also I don’t know that much about walking migrants who do not 

perish), I conducted an email interview with No More Deaths/No Mas Muertes. The organiza-

tion has volunteer stations in the desert, where they try to prevent deaths and inhumane treat-

ment of migrants. Their mission statement from their webpage states: 

 

―No More Deaths is an organization whose mission is to end death and suffering on the 

U.S./Mexico border through civil initiative: the conviction that people of conscience must work 

openly and in community to uphold fundamental human rights. Our work embraces the Faith-

Based Principles for Immigration Reform and focuses on the following themes:  

 

• Direct aid that extends the right to provide humanitarian assistance 

• Witnessing and responding 

• Consciousness raising 

• Global movement building 

• Encouraging humane immigration policy.‖ (http://www.nomoredeaths.org/Information/history-

and-mission-of-no-more-deaths.html 07/12-2011) 

 

I emailed No More Deaths 22/11-2011 the interview questions that can be seen 

together with the interview in chapter 4. A Mr. Martin answered me 04/12-2011. He, howev-

er, wanted to make clear that his answer to me was as a volunteer of the organization and did 
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not represent the whole organization itself. His answers are rather short, but I think they con-

tain the information asked for. I think that Mr. Martin’s information is very reliable since he 

himself has been a volunteer and seen these phenomena with his own eyes. I, therefore, think 

that his information is a valid part of my research.  

 

2.4 Literature 

Literature for my research was fairly easy to find. Most of it I found in the 

Karlstad University library catalogue. It was very easy to find literature on the immigration 

and immigration policies of the United States and the rest of the world. However, it was hard-

er to find literature on US unauthorized immigration through the desert. I managed to find the 

two books written by Joseph Nevins and convinced the University library to buy them. What 

was most complicated was to find literature on was immigration and women. This I had a 

difficult time with. I managed to find some through the University library, but my supervisor 

also helped me find most of that literature, for example the article by Hyndman J and Alwis 

M.D and the book by Uteng T.P and Cresswell T. Some of the articles and books are also 

course literature such as the method book by Kitchin and Tate. I have included in my litera-

ture two reports by humanitarian organizations, one by No More Deaths, about conditions on 

the border. As for WebPages I have tried to make sure they are serious. I have one Wikipedia 

link in my references, from this link I only took the map of Mexican states, so that I could 

change the colors and make it into my diagram of deaths per million inhabitants.  

 

2.5 Critique of Method 

To begin with, it can be difficult to make statistics, for example my diagrams. 

One can perceive different results from the data depending on what you interpret in the statis-

tics, how you develop it and how you choose to present it. There are many different angles to 

look at it from. In other words, it is very easy to manipulate statistics. Even if you do not 

mean to, this can happen subconsciously. I have tried to be as objective as I can while making 

my statistics, but there might have been even better ways to execute it. Secondly, it can be 

difficult to interpret what the statistics show. The interview later confirms that mainly men 

migrate through the desert, otherwise one could just draw the conclusion that more men die. 

Therefore, I must make some research around the statistics for my final result, or it can be 

very misleading. Concerning the information from the Arizona Daily Star newspaper, from 
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which I received the records, it should be valid since it is copied directly from border patrol 

reports. However, the information is fairly messy; often facts are missing and there are spel-

ling mistakes. In the recent years there has been a growing number of ―undetermined sex‖. 

This might be that they have found bodies later at a stage when they are so deteriorated that 

sex in no longer determinable. There has also been an increase in numbers of bodies found 

perhaps influencing the amount of time and effort put into each investigation. In other words, 

faulty information might be recorded due to carelessness or stress among the border patrol. 

All in all, I think that my statistics are fairly objective and accurate; however, the information 

I have gathered is probably incomplete and has gaps. Therefore, I am not so certain of the 

credibility of my statistics, since many bodies are never found or identified, and since I am 

unsure of accuracy of the border patrol.  

As for the interview, it does not contain any numbers or accurate figures. Since 

Mr. Martin was not in authority to give me any numbers or figures. So maybe if he had ans-

wered for No More Deaths I would have been able to get more précis information. On the 

other hand since Mr. Martin was a volunteer, he does have the eye witness experience of what 

is going on in the Sonoran desert. Therefore, even if I have no correct number I think that his 

information is valid since it is a firsthand source.  

 

3 Theory 
In this chapter I will discuss the theory of this essay. I will give an overview of 

relevant histories and events that have affected the US-Mexico border. I will also summarize 

the history of the border and the immigration laws and policies passed in the last three dec-

ades and give you an overview of the border situation and border situations around the world 

with neo-liberal control of mobilities as a power relation. I will end with a gendered view of 

mobilities. 

 

3.1 A Brief History of the US-Mexico Border 

The United States first acquired a border towards Spain (that would later be-

come Mexico) in 1803 as a result of the Louisiana Purchase. Napoleon, who was running on a 

tight budget due to his wars in Europe, sold Louisiana, which at the time was French property 

to the United States. The US soon claimed that all land east of the Rio Grande had belonged 
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to French Louisiana (in other words, everything east of and half of New Mexico). The Span-

ish on the other hand claimed that this land belonged to them. To placate the US, Spain in 

1819 traded East and West Florida in order to keep their land east of the Rio Grande. Two 

years later in 1821 after a revolution and a civil war, Mexico won its independence. The new 

Mexico had a hard time controlling Texas, which was far from the capitol. More and more 

Anglo farmers settled in Texas, even though Mexico had prohibited migration from the Unit-

ed States. Many of the Anglo settlers were slave owners and became enraged when Mexico 

passed a law against slavery. Nor were they happy to be forced to pay taxes to the Mexican 

government. In 1837 Texas made a successful rebellion against Mexico and managed to libe-

rate itself becoming a independent state. Seven years later, 1845 Texas decided to join the 

United States. This greatly provoked Mexico. To provoke Mexico even more, the US a year 

later sent their troops to the Rio Grande. The action escalated into a full blown war, which 

Mexico lost when the US succeeded in occupying Mexico City in 1848. In their peace treaty 

Mexico ceded California, Nevada, and Utah, including parts of Arizona, Colorado, Wyoming 

and New Mexico to the US. The US had gained more than 500.000 square miles plus 100.000 

Mexicans and 200.000 Native Americans that lived in these areas. This resulted in long last-

ing violence between the Anglos and the former Mexicans or Mexican Native Americans. The 

last land purchase that changed the US-Mexico border was the Gadsden Purchase in 1853. 

The United States wanted parts of southern Arizona and southern New Mexico, partially for 

their copper mines in southern New Mexico. Mexico did not want to sell these areas but the 

US threatened with another war. Since Mexico had lost the first war just a couple of years 

earlier, they were not willing to fight again. To demonstrate the US attitude towards Mexico, 

Nevins quoted Walt Whiteman in 1948: ―Miserable, inefficient Mexico- what has she to do 

with the great mission of peopling the New World with a noble race? Be it ours to achieve 

this mission!‖ (Nevins 2010 p. 79) 

Throughout the next century immigration from Mexico to the United States in-

creased as the US economy grew while the Mexican economy decreased. This pushed people 

in Mexico northwards towards the border. At the same time the US would start tightening 

their borders with harsher immigration policies to curb the stream of migration into the coun-

try, not only from Mexico but also from the rest of the world. (Nevins 2010 p. 78-87) 
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Map 2 

 

Map of former US-Mexico Borders (http://writersoftheriogrande.com/evolution-of-a-border-

4302/) 

 

3.2 Brief History of US-Mexico Immigration and Laws Concerning Immi-

gration 

Migration across the US-Mexico border is not something new. It has existed to 

lesser and larger extents depending on the different push and pull circumstances. Nor is the 

fight to control migration into the US something new. The United States have been trying to 

control their immigration for a long time and in an attempt to protect themselves against po-

tential threats and costs caused by supporting immigrants who are not economically or moral-

ly fit for the American ideal. The immigration laws of today are racialized, class-oriented and 

gendered. In 1882 the United States passed the Chinese Exclusion Act forbidding any Chinese 

citizen to enter the US. During late 19
th

 century and early 20
th

 century many Chinese were 

smuggled across the Mexican border into the US illegally. An immigration act passed in 1917 

sorted out all the undesirable people by forbidding homosexuals, idiots, the feeble-minded, 

criminals, epileptics, insane, alcoholics, beggars, mentally or physically defective, polygam-

ists, anarchists, prostitutes, illiterates older than 16 and citizens of the ―Asian barred zone‖ 
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(most of Asia and the South Pacific).  Another Immigration act was passed in 1924 regulating 

further. It forced immigrants to apply for immigration already in their home countries and 

only allowed 2% of the population from a specific country per year to immigrate to the United 

States. They extended this prohibition to include even more Asian nations. By using this 2% 

rule, the US made sure that the immigration from southern and Eastern Europe dropped in 

large proportions. Also, along the Mexican border crossers were now vaccinated, bathed and 

deloused, all in a rather humiliating manner (Nevins 2008 p. 90). During the great depression 

in the United States during the 1930’s, migration decreased and almost ceased from Mexico. 

During the Second World War, on the other hand, the US lacked labor due to the drafting of 

soldiers for the war. In 1942 the Bracero Program was started between the US and Mexico; it 

was a guest worker program to send Mexican workers to the United States to reduce with 

their lack of labor. During this program whole communities in Mexico became economically 

dependent on employment in the United States. Not only that, the American agriculture also 

became dependent on labor from Mexico. Migrants coming from Central America, and not 

from Mexico, started showing up in the United States first in the 1970’s and 80’s. Natural 

disasters and civil wars created a push of migration towards the north. During the 60’s the US 

started tightening their border in a campaign to keep unauthorized immigrants out (Brick and 

Rosenblum 2011 p. 3-6). In the 70s and 80s the border was more open again. Since the Immi-

gration Reform and Control Act however, passed in 1986 (which made it illegal to hire unau-

thorized workers) the border has become more and more closed. What escalated the fortifying 

of boundaries even more was the 9/11 terrorist attack in 2001. After that incident, more and 

more laws and reforms concerning the border, both national and state wide, were passed. In 

Arizona laws have been passed that conflict with the UN’s Declaration of Human Rights, 

making it illegal for unauthorized immigrants to get hospital care or schooling.  

Border policies like these have been made to push migration routes out into 

more remote areas, like the Sonoran desert in Arizona. The harsher punishments are created to 

deter people from crossing unauthorized. However, migration has not decreased. Routes have 

been moved to more remote areas so that unauthorized migrants would have a better chance 

of crossing without being apprehended. The result of this has been more organized human 

smuggling by coyotes who charge even more for their services, and the growing number of 

deaths caused by hyperthermia and exposure in the desert. 

Since Operation Streamline was passed in 2005, which made it a punishable 

crime to enter the United States without permission, apprehended border-crossers must now 
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also be transported miles from the border to cities where they can be tried for the crime. This 

creates much confusion and separation of family members in the group traveling together. It 

also prolongs detention time. Since family and friends are separated and tried separately, they 

are also deported at different times to different locations causing even more confusion and 

vulnerability for the migrants. For women especially, there are risks of being snatched by hu-

man smugglers for sex trafficking or being raped (Report by No More Deaths/No Mas Mu-

ertes 2011).  In Appendix 5 there is a list of laws and regulations passed concerning the Mex-

ico-US border from 1986 up to current time.  

  

3.3 Border and Immigration, US-Mexico 

Two of the main events that recently have taken place and very much impacted 

the current situation on the US-Mexico border is NAFTA (North American Free Trade 

Agreement) and the incident of 9/11. NAFTA was signed on the first of January in 1994. A 

trade agreement, slightly like the European Union but unlike the European Union it opened 

only for free trade of goods and services not for the people as well. Trade agreements or un-

ions like these are common today around the world. For capital to flow freely in a ―free‖ mar-

ket which is the most beneficial for capitalism, borders complicate the flows. At the same 

time nations feel the need to protect themselves. These agreement or unions therefore often 

result in tightening border security either around or in the union. This is a neo-liberal re-

discipline of the room. The effect of NAFTA ended up being economically negative for Mex-

ico while more profitable for the United States. This was due to the fact that with no tax on 

the imports between the countries, US grown farm goods which are subsidized for example 

corn became cheaper than the Mexican grown produce. In this manner NAFTA knocked out 

much of Mexico’s agriculture. The foreign investments that were expected to be drawn to 

Mexico were not as plentiful as hoped. They also used Mexico as a cheap labor opportunity 

which meant NAFTA did not help Mexico’s economy as much as was expected before the 

signing of it. The poor economic situation in its turn created more people who desperately 

wanted to migrate to the United States from Mexico in search of jobs to earn a living. It also 

created more farmers who grew marijuana since their other crops were less profitable and 

therefore more drug smuggling to the north was created. 9/11, on the other hand, is something 

the whole world felt the effect of. In the case of the US-Mexico border, security was very 

much tightened on all of the US borders and especially to the south in an effort to keep terror-

ists out. 9/11 was the United States perfect excuse to tighten border security and to try to keep 
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the immigrants out more effectively. The ―war of terrorism‖ went hand in hand with keeping 

―the others‖ out. (Romero 2008 p. 42-44) 

In Border Games: Policing the US-Mexico Divide, by Peter Andreas they dis-

cuss the US-Mexico border and how the escalation of border security is a sign of a nation’s 

interior deterioration. The United States has created a demand for cheap labor and a market 

for drugs. This attracts people looking for a more decent life to the United States and it at-

tracts organized crime around drugs. To prevent these phenomena the US could deal with the 

interior problems of the labor market and drugs but instead they are trying to shut it out. The 

strengthening of border security and the fortification of a country is a reaction to deterioration. 

It is a distraction, the nation’s way of putting on a show that it has control of its borders and to 

divert media and people’s interest away from the fact that there are serious problems in the 

interior. Strong borders create a false sense of security. This way nation exports their interior 

problems to their periphery. Both the United States and Mexico are currently nations with 

internal issues, but especially the United States is a nation that lately has encountered major 

economic and political problems at home. In other words the United States has lately been 

looking like a dying empire. This could be its final act to try keep up its appearance as world 

leader. (Andreas 2009 p. 115-117) 

In the book Operation Gatekeeper and Beyond: The War on “Illegal’s” and the 

Remaking of the Us-Mexico Boundary there is a quote from Andreas concerning the same 

subject: 

―The very premise of the current push to ―regain control of the border‖ reinforces the myth that the 

border was actually controlled in the first place. It also perpetuates the myth that the problem and 

the solution are located at the border rather than having to confront the problems of formally man-

aging a transnational labor market. In other words, statecraft in this case is not merely about curb-

ing illegal immigration but about propping up state claims to territorial authority.‖ (Nevins 2010 p. 

8) 

 

3.4 General Theories and Analysis of Borders 

While neo-liberalism employs deregulation in order to create a market as free as 

possible, we live in an age where borders are opening, trade is being facilitated and customs 

taxes minimized. As discussed by Andreas in previous section, Wendy Brown also points out 

the same issues but with a more global perspective. Walls and fortifications are being raised 

around the world, even though we have just celebrated the fall of this phenomena with the end 

of the cold war. Around the world walls are being built, the two main ones in Israel and the 
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United States, but also in China, India; Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan, even more countries have 

been busy fortifying themselves. Not only nation states are fortifying themselves. Gated 

communities, communities surrounded by walls and where membership is necessary to enter, 

are another example of keeping the unwanted out. The whole idea of protecting oneself is no 

longer fully a state idea. It has also become a new market idea. Something else that has 

changed is that the nation state is no longer protecting people against other nation states. The 

walls have different purposes; keeping out criminals, drugs unwanted labor, terrorists, people 

with different ethnic or religious background, etc. Brown claims that the neo-liberal global 

market has threatened the nation state. As global markets are opening up and WTO and other 

international organizations are taking over agreements, the nation state is losing its impor-

tance. The walls are keeping out consequences of the international economic flows. The forti-

fication can be seen as the nation state’s attempts to regain control. It is easy to see this in the 

US-Mexico border where NAFTA is the international trade agreement with open borders to 

the economic flows, and the US keep closed borders to migration. (Brown 2011 p. 19-30) 

As Andreas, Brown upholds that the wall building is a theatre trying to prove 

that the nation state is still in control. The walls, however, do not keep people, drugs etc. out, 

they are more a symbol for the nation state. Although the walls built around the world are all 

built for different reasons, they still symbolize the same thing – the nation state putting on a 

show of control which no longer exists.   

At the same time this is opening the borders to other people, which is something 

that is not desired, since the fear of the other is something that still exists strongly in our so-

ciety. Therefore our borders have become complicated. While they are more open than ever 

before to trade, economical flows, foreign investment, etc. They are being controlled and held 

tightly shut against immigration and flows of people into the first world. This can be seen in 

the US-Mexico border with the NAFTA agreement whilst the U.S is also building a wall full 

of surveillance cameras to keep the Mexican workers out. The borders today are no longer 

afraid of military invaders and attacks from other nation states. Today one is afraid of the mi-

gration of people from third world nations into the first world. Therefore, these people have 

been declared illegal and criminalized. Today we are afraid of a criminal invasion.  

The article Maze of Camps: (Im)mobilities, Racism and Spaces of Exception it 

discusses issues of security, mobility and racialization of migration/mobility. The article ex-

plains how people always have been an important trade commodity in the capitalist world for 

example Native American and black slaves during the colonization of America, prisoners etc. 
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Today capitalism is also in need of cheap labor. But the western world is also starting to fear 

the encroaching of third world, ―brown‖ people into the first world, ―white‖ world. Thus im-

migration without going through the country's process has been made illegal. The workers 

who know they will not be let in for various reasons (in order to be let into the United States 

for any other reasons than asylum, you must have immediate family that are US citizens or an 

employer grant you a permit) therefore enter illegally. This can even be to an advantage for 

the employers of illegal entrants. This way they do not need to pay tax or even minimum 

wage, since there is nowhere for the employee to complain, and once the employee is not 

needed anymore the employer can notify the authorities and the employee is deported. The 

criminalization of immigration bundles it with other ―crimes‖ such as drug-smuggling, terror-

ism etc. Just calling it human-smuggling intimates to that. Today immigration is seen as a 

problem that can be solved only by closing borders and keeping the ―others‖ out. While im-

migration is not like drug-smuggling, this can be quite misleading and the wrong way to deal 

with the ―problem‖. Much is also justified by the war on terrorism. As earlier mentioned the 

U.S started to fortify its border towards Mexico more than ever after 9/11. Politicians have fed 

us to believe that we need to control who is let into a country to secure ourselves from terror-

ism. This is used to keep the others out. It all boils down to racism. Criminalizing people and 

fighting a war on terrorism gives the first, ―white‖ world a way to secure itself against a ―co-

lored invasion‖. The war on terrorism is needed to re-produce imagined communities or na-

tion states today. Without ―the other‖ then what is ―we‖? We need to be scared of an outside 

threat to keep our nation state alive, and to give it borders and a definite space. Terrorism, a 

nameless, faceless threat is even a better suited candidate for the job than threats from other 

nation state. A nameless, faceless enemy cannot be defeated and therefore its purpose an 

enemy will not be lost.  

The criminalizing of the others, turn them into non-citizens, therefore non-

human stateless units. The ―white‖ citizens of the country since they are citizens and white 

gives them superior rights to the non-citizen colored people. This gives the citizens the legal 

and moral right to make decisions over the non-citizens. This is how they can be made illegal. 

In the name of the war on terrorism, terrorism had been created to fight it. It is 

therefore also mentioned in the article as the ―war of terrorism‖. But as long as the terrors are 

committed by western nations in the name of democracy it is not wrong. And terrorism is 

needed to create the modern first world nation state. Without an exterior enemy, there is noth-

ing to hold the state together (Dalstedth & Tesfahuney 2008) 
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The article Migration Control Policies as Spatial Organization, mobility, power 

and geopolitical imaginations by Sara Kalm concerns today’s migration policies that often 

conflict with what the modern world looks upon as a more and more borderless world. While 

we claim the world is losing its borders and trade agreements like NAFTA and unions like the 

European Union are made, migration policies are becoming strictly harsher. Kalm thinks we 

need to focus more on a global perspective of migration since it is often just looked upon 

from a national point of view. The migration policies criminalize mobilities. Therefore, these 

migration policies are enforcing global power relations. Since the people who these policies 

affect in their mobility are mostly third world, working class people. These policies in other 

words ―weaken the already weak‖. While social security and other social comforts are being 

cut down in these areas, people are at the same time restricted from moving. The poor are 

becoming more localized against their will. To point out for the relevance of this paper, neo-

liberalism is also gendered, since the most ―weak‖ is colored women in poverty. Therefore 

this even more heavily affects them. At the same time markets that have opened up in other 

counties are in need of cheap labor and entice these people to try for a better life in other re-

gions. The text supports Castells idea that mobility has become a power resource and hence 

an object of power relations, and hence it is controlled. There has become a ―space as flows‖ 

versus ―spaces as places‖ both used as policies when more convenient. (Kalm 2005, p. 1-3, 

16) 

In Matthew Sparke’s article A Neo-liberal nexus: Economy, security and the 

biopolitics of citizenship on the border he also expresses the neo-liberal borderless world, 

nexus and other programs you can buy in order to pass through border controls faster if you 

travel across borders often, and want to save time. So, while the world is claiming to become 

more borderless, nations are tightening their border security and buying these kinds of servic-

es. This is not a reality for the lower classes from less prosperous nations cannot buy in to this 

and are often blocked from crossing borders, since they cannot afford the legal paper work for 

visas etc. This is what happens to Julio César Gallegos who died in the desert in 1998 trying 

to get back to his wife. Being married to an American citizen he still couldn’t afford the paper 

work to become a legal resident, (Nevins 2008). They become a kind of third class citizens. 

These people are often mistreated at the borders, held in detention centers and treated brutally 

while being sent home. Companies make money off of holding the migrants too. So by speed-

ing rich people up and slowing poor people down by making them security threats to other 
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nations, border control has become a market in itself. This has created a double-standard in 

the way we treat people. (Sparke 2006, p. 174-176) 

 

3.5 The Issue of Gender 

Feminist theory focuses on the fact that research, history, sciences and social 

spaces have been focused on men throughout time. All theory, science: social, cultural, eco-

nomic and spatial etc is gendered. Therefore, we have an incomplete and unjust picture of the 

world. Feminists try to focus on female roles and other social groups that have been forgotten 

in a history and society written, documented and made for white males. White males have 

been the norm in society. By focusing on these other groups or gender issues, feminists claim 

to make more just research and help acknowledge problems that earlier have been ignored. 

Feminists mean that the world is ruled by patriarchy, a worldview that white males are supe-

rior. Patriarchy in Latin means ruling of father, establishing that the grown men rule the 

world. Feminists, therefore, focus on double-standards: how men and women are treated dif-

ferently, the spaces women cannot access as women or the spaces only women can access and 

gender roles and what is expected of women and men and what is not. Thus, feminism is a lot 

like Marxism only feminism focuses on the patriarchy instead of class. Feminist geography 

has slowly been growing since the 80: s and has criticized geography for ignoring the space of 

women and excluding women’s everyday lives from the research. Feminist research often 

uses methods for finding out the personal experience of people (mostly women) and compar-

ing individual studies. (Kitchin and Tate 2000, p. 17-19)  

In Pablo Vila’s Border Identifications : Narratives of Religion, Gender, and 

Class on the U.S.-Mexico Border he mentions the importance of realizing that not only gender 

can explain situations and identities in feminist studies. Gender is affected by who we are and 

where we are. Therefore, migration affects women differently depending on what kind of 

women they are. The passage I read discussed the importance of discerning racialization of 

gender, regionalization of gender, ethnoiziaton of gender and nationalization of gender. (Vila 

2005, p. 111-112) 

An article that was part of my course literature discusses the same subject: Bo-

dies, Shrines, and Roads: violence, (im)mobilities, and displacement in Sri Lanka. The paper 

article the war in Sri Lanka between the Sinhala majority and the Tamil rebels. It discusses 

mobility, security and displacement under these circumstances, but also how this affects 

gender. However, the article stresses that a gender analysis alone is not sufficient (as said 



Linnea Hällgren 

Human Geography C 

21 

 

above). Other important factors impact and power relations are always more complex than 

just gender. A woman is never just a woman but also part of a social, cultural and political 

group, this is important to realize when you do feminist research. Life looks different to dif-

ferent women; women too occupy different clan, ethnic and gendered spaces. Women, how-

ever, are in general worse off than men around the world, but this also depends on class, cul-

ture etc. A woman can, depending on this, be better off, have more power or education than a 

man from a lower class. As an example on the subject of this essay, rich Mexican women 

never have to venture crossing borders on foot through remote areas. The article also dis-

cusses that gender roles are reproduced through nationality and culture. Through studies it has 

been shown that women are the ones who are expected to bare tradition on to the new genera-

tions and they are often seen as property of the nation. Therefore, gender identity needs to be 

seen together with the class and national identity. Otherwise we get an incomplete picture. 

What being a woman means is shaped by these different factors. (Hyndman & Alwis 2004, p. 

1, 6-7, 19)  

Since everything is gendered, this also means that mobilities are gendered, 

whether their mobilities in a sense of movement, meaning, practice or potential. This way 

mobility also constructs gender while mobility in itself is partially is constructed by gender. 

How people move is all part of a power hierarchy, which is also gendered. Examples are 

shown in the book of how men usually use their whole body while throwing a ball, while 

women just use their arm. This way they are constrained with less mobility, while men are 

not. Other examples of how certain men and women walk are also brought up in Gendered 

Mobilities. In other words, our social appreciation of mobility and gender is so deeply rooted, 

that it affects even how we move our bodies. Gendered mobilities can also be seen in other 

transportation. Women use public transportation more than men.  Women also use safer, 

slower cars since the car is used for grocery shopping and other domestic duties, whereas 

men, on the other hand, can prefer the fast sport car.  

As Alwis and Hyndman claimed earlier, gender is also affected by class, race, 

etc. Therefore, also these factors play into the whole question of mobility. Women who mi-

grate from developing countries to the western world often experience that they have more 

freedom even if they are put in a lower social position then in their country of origin. It has 

also been proven that both women from higher and lower classes that migrate do it for the 

purpose of work, they are most often ensured a better paid or better positioned job. What also 

gives an incentive for women to migrate is, whether there is a social network of people they 
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know where they are going. This, I think, is often the case with the migrants from Mexico. 

The United States has a history of migration from Mexico and many of the migrants are join-

ing family or friends on the other side of the border. What on the other hand differs between 

the richer and poorer women, who migrate, is their rights, (in the book they were comparing 

Austrian academic women who worked in universities in the US, with eastern European 

women working as housekeepers), is that women from higher classes are authorized and 

know their rights, whereas working class women are unauthorized and do not know or have 

any rights.  (Uteng and Cresswell 2008, p. 1-10, 115-124) 

These are challenges that women who migrate from Mexico and Central Ameri-

ca face. The immobilities of the lower classes are what force them into the desert on foot, 

since they cannot legally enter the US. Most of these people are also indigenous or meztiso 

(mixed indigenous and European decent). Not being white, they also face the racial prejudice 

in a ―white‖ United States. 

 

4 Research  
In this chapter I will demonstrate my research. I will start with the different sta-

tistics made from the list of casualties and explain what they show and how they have been 

made/what they consists of. After that, I will present the interview.  

 

4.1 Documented Border Casualties  

The diagrams below show the casualties found 2001 to September 2011 in Pima, 

Yuma and Cochise border patrol sectors, in other words throughout the southern border of 

Arizona. As earlier mentioned in the methodology chapter, the numbers from 2001 and 2002 

are only from Pima sector.  

According to the diagrams of casualties throughout the last ten years, the majori-

ty of the casualties have been male. The peak years of the casualties have been 2005 with 245 

casualties, 2007 with 249 casualties and 2010 with 248 casualties. 2001 and 2002 have very 

low casualty rates, but it is difficult to know if they were years with less casualties or not, 

since the data only represents Pima sector. 2011 is also a low year, but it was not yet finished 

when I began the research. The lowest completed year is 2008 with only 191 border deaths. 

The record year for female deaths was 2005, while most males died in 2007. In the more re-
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cent years there has been an increase in casualties with undetermined sex. Why, I don’t know. 

Maybe older, more deteriorated bodies have been found, where it is more difficult to distin-

guish sex, or maybe the border patrol has been less consistent in documenting the sex of the 

body.  

 

Diagram 1: Documented Border Casualties – Arizona  
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Overall, what we can tell from this diagram is that there has been a steady in-

crease of casualties with a few dip years 2006 and 2008 when it has dropped a bit only to 

climb back up later years again.  

 

Diagram 2: Age Distribution of Casualties - Arizona 
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The diagram above shows the age distribution in the casualties of the Sonoran 

desert divided into groups of every ten years. Unfortunately most of the casualties’ ages are 

unknown and have not been documented. As for the casualty ages that have, we can clearly 

see that most of the casualties have been in their twenties at the time of crossing. In other 

words, the majority of casualties are young people and presumably then, most unauthorized 

border crossers in general are young. There were no casualties over the age category 70-79 

only two casualties in that category, and only 5 casualties in the age group of 0-9. It does not 

seem very common that smaller children or older people die or presumably cross the Sonoran 

desert as unauthorized migrants. The majority of male casualties with documented age have 

been in their twenties. However, among the female casualties with documented age, there 

have been just as many in their twenties as in their thirties. This might indicate that women 

are older when they choose to cross the border than men are. On the other hand it could just 

be an indication that younger women have a better chance of making it through this extreme 

environment.  
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Diagram 3: Cause of Death - Arizona 
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The diagram above shows the different causes of death of the casualties. Since 

the causes were many and different I have sorted causes of death into six different groups. As 

we can tell the most prominent cause of death has been hyperthermia, both for male and fe-

male casualties. Hyperthermia is the overheating of your body, in this case overheating so that 

you perish from it. This, I would claim, is logical as the major cause of death, since the de-

ceased have been walking, probably for a couple of days through a desert environment that 

during day time in the summer half of the year can reach up to 50 degrees Celsius. The second 

largest category is called undetermined. It consists of casualties that had no documented death 

cause or still had ―pending‖ written in their file. It also consists of cases, which I had difficul-

ties categorizing. Homicide, which is the third largest category, includes anybody who had 

any form of violence done to them as a cause of death. The three last categories are very close 

in number. Other accidents are random accidents like falling, drug-overdose, drowning and 

being struck by lightning. (Deaths where they know the cause but that do not fit in to any of 

the other categories.) ―Disease‖ heads the category of cases where previous medical condition 

or other medical condition than hyperthermia killed them while walking. Vehicle accidents 

are all accidents including transport machinery like cars, airplanes and trains.   

 

Diagram 4: National Identities of Border Casualties – Arizona 
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Unfortunately, most of the origins of the casualties are documented as undeter-

mined. Otherwise, most of the origins documented as in the diagram were from Mexico. The 

following biggest group comes from Central American countries: Guatemala, El Salvador, 

Honduras, Dominican Republic, Nicaragua and Costa Rica. Central America in total makes 

up for 80 casualties. The smallest group comes from South America, countries like: Ecuador, 

Brazil, Colombia, Chile and Peru. Maybe this is because it is a longer journey for people from 

these countries. There are also 18 casualties with country of origin documented as the USA. 

My guess is that they are either unauthorized migrants who have lived most of their lives in 

the US and then been deported and this was their attempt to return home. Otherwise they 

might only be US citizens who have gotten lost in this area of the desert and died.  

 

 

Mexico: 

    2  Undetermined 

206  Female 

712  Male 

Undetermined: 

136  Undetermined 

201  Female 

798  Male 
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Map 3: Casualties in the Sonoran desert per million inhabitants, by Origin   

 

The states have been color coded according to the number of identified dead per 

million inhabitants. Dark red corresponds to 15-21 per million people have died in the desert 

the last 10 years. The light red states are states where 10-15 people per million have perished 

in the desert. Pink symbolizes 5-10 people per million and white 0-5 people per million inha-

bitants of the state. The most desert casualties during the last 10 years were from Sonora, 

where 21 people per million inhabitants, where found dead in the Sonoran desert. The state 

with the least casualties was Nuevo León with only 0.2 people per million inhabitants died in 

the desert during the last ten years.  
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Map 4: Map of Casualties along the Arizona Border 2001-Sep 2011 Divided by Sex 

 

The map shows location of the 760 casualties (out of the 2165) that have been documented with GPS coordinates. According to this map, most of 

the deaths occur between the Mexican border and Interstate 8 and 10. Male and female casualties seem to be fairly evenly distributed. (Original 

map from google maps) 

Female 

Male 

Undetermined 
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Map 5: Map of Casualties along the Arizona Border 2001-Sep 2011 Divided by Cause of Death 

 

The same map as on previous page, but instead indicating causes of death. (Original map from google maps) 

 

Accident 

Disease 

Homicide 

Hyperthermia 

Undetermined 
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4.2 Interview with Volunteer from No More Deaths 

In order to obtain some more substantial comments on the statistics I have 

created and to get a view of the migrants who actually make it across the desert, I also con-

ducted an interview via email with the organization earlier mentioned, that works to prevent 

the casualties of unauthorized migrant walkers in the Sonoran Desert, No More Deaths/No 

Mas Muertes. The 4 of December 2011 I received an answer from a Mr. Martin, a volunteer at 

No More Deaths. He also added the text below before answering my questions in the inter-

view.  

 

―I apologize for the slowness in answering your email. Frankly, it derives from some uncertainty 

about who can speak for our organization. Being a consensus organization, we don’t have ―offic-

ers‖ or ―staff‖ and volunteers are really only able to speak for themselves. Consequently, as one 

volunteer, I will give you my thoughts about your questions, but it is essential that they not be in-

terpreted to speak for No More Deaths.‖  (Mr. Martin 4/12-2011) 

 

Project Minute Man which is discussed in the interview, is a organization for 

volunteer border vigilantes. The group works to stop immigration into the United States from 

the Mexican border. They also patrol the desert along the border, to report to Border Patrol if 

they see any unauthorized migrants crossing. Below you will find the email interview and its 

answers from one of the volunteers at No More Deaths: 

 

1. Which individuals/persons try to cross the border in to the United States through the 

Sonoran desert?   

Answer: (a) Many people crossing are economic refugees from Mexico or sometimes, other 

Latin American countries migrating to the US to find work to support their families. (b) Oth-

ers are people who have been deported from the US because they had been living here illegal-

ly.  These people are trying to return to their families, jobs, lives in the US. 

 

2. What factors do you think drive immigrants to risk entering the USA via the Sonora 

desert? 

Answer: Desperation!  The needs of family members. 

 

3. How is gender distributed among immigrants that try to cross the border via the So-

nora desert? 
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Answer: The majority are men, but there are also women and some children.  I can’t give you 

numbers. 

 

4. What can you say about the gender specific exposure to risk that might be higher or 

more common for female walkers than male? 

Answer: Generally speaking, women are less well prepared for the hardships of the desert—

often without appropriate clothing or shoes, and sometimes less well informed about the risks.  

If they are traveling alone, without a spouse or male relative, they are very vulnerable to sex-

ual or other assaults.  If they are traveling with children, they often devote their energies and 

resources, e.g. water, to their children, thereby putting themselves at greater risk physically. 

 

5. How does the distribution of mortality rates for the sexes look over time?   

Answer: I don’t have those figures, but I know that the death rate among women and children 

is higher than among men. 

 

6. Which immigrant categories are more often subjected to violence? 

Answer: Aside from the sexual violence against women, I’m not sure that there is a differ-

ence in terms of banditry. 

 

7. What kinds of risks do female immigrants face from human smugglers, coyotes, etc. 

that male immigrants do not? 

Answer: Human trafficking, especially of women, is something we know is happening, but 

we really are not in a position to answer this question beyond what I have said above. 

 

8. What risks do male/female immigrants face of being apprehended by border-vigilante 

and civilian anti-immigration groups like Project Minute Man? 

Answer: Again, we are not in a position to answer this.  However, my impression is that the 

vigilante groups generally don’t do much beyond calling the Border Patrol if they sight cross-

ers in the desert. 

 

9. Are female and male immigrants treated differently when apprehended by the Border 

Patrol? If so, how? 
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Answer: All I can tell you is that men and women are apprehended together, but are detained 

separately.   A major problem is that couples or families are often deported separately—at 

different times and to different locations. 

5 Analysis and Conclusion 
In this chapter I will review and draw conclusions from the research demon-

strated in the previous chapter. This chapter will also contain an analysis of what the research 

has shown. It will end with some finishing words and acknowledgements to people who have 

contributed to this essay.  

 

5.1 Analysis of Diagrams and Maps 

Diagram 1 above (p. 23) in the previous chapter shows the amount of casualties 

throughout the past 10 years. It is clear that the casualties have been steadily growing until 

2008 when there is a dip in the number of casualties, just to crawl back up again in 2010. Op-

eration Jumpstart, an act passed by the Bush administration might explain why there was a 

smaller dip in casualties of unauthorized migration across the Arizona border to Mexico 

around 2006. Operation Jumpstart mobilized the National Guard to the Arizonian-Mexican 

border and discouraged unauthorized migration for a while. The global financial crisis is 

probably the major reason for the dip in the diagram in 2008. The financial crisis started 

snowballing in the United States in 2007, with the crash of the housing market, leading to a 

global financial crisis, where the United States was among the nations that took the heaviest 

blows. (http://www.globalissues.org/article/768/global-financial-crisis) Mexico, on the other 

hand, as shows in diagram 4, from which most of the migrant casualties originate, seems not 

to have been affected by the crisis until later, in 2009. In the beginning Mexico seemed to be 

dealing well with the crisis, with their stock market keeping stable compared to the United 

States and other nations. 

(http://news.newamericamedia.org/news/view_article.html?article_id=b8dc03d6f2792eba9e8

4392106c2c6f4) However, since Mexico’s economy is bound more to the United States than 

of the other Latin American nations, the crisis in the United States impacted Mexico, too. 

Many of the factories, also known as ―maquiladoras‖, along the US-Mexico border are owned 

by US investors and the United States has a lot of investments in Mexico that now were af-

fected by the current crisis. The flow of trade, imports and exports, between Mexico and the 
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United States and was also affected. (Angeles Villarreal 2010, p. 2) As a hypothesis, one 

could conclude that perhaps the financial crisis in the United States created a situation where 

it was less beneficial for unauthorized migrant workers to migrate from Mexico (and other 

nations) to the United States for work. The financial crisis in the US probably reduced the 

number of jobs and lowered the pay for workers in general, not to mention unauthorized such, 

but as the recession also spread to Mexico, it might have equaled things out, and, once again, 

made working in the United States more economically beneficial. Maybe that is why the 

numbers of casualties ascended again. However, the diagram does only convey casualties that 

have risen and fallen so the actual amount and flow of unauthorized migrants is difficult to 

know. Therefore, possibly more people succeeded in crossing the border without dying in 

2008. Still, I believe it is fairly safe to assume that the casualty rates actually reflect the num-

ber of unauthorized migrants.  

While recently discussing the matter with a friend in El Paso, Texas (originally 

from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico) he pointed out that the raising violence between drug cartels 

might have led to decreased unauthorized migration. The year 2008 was the year with the 

highest death toll caused by drug cartel wars, with 8463 dead as a result. 

(http://narcosphere.narconews.com/notebook/kristin-bricker/2008/12/mexicos-drug-war-

death-toll-8463-and-counting) The drug war has been escalating since the president of Mex-

ico, Felipe Calderon, who won the election in 2006, declared a war on drugs. He called in the 

military to break down and fight the cartels to end the drug smuggling in Mexico. This re-

sulted in a war, which had its peak 2008. The cartels where fighting for the control of the drug 

smuggling into the United States, which explains why much of the physical conflict took 

place near and around the US-Mexico border. Thus, the border became very unsafe. People 

who had earlier migrated to the border to work at the US owned factories, now went back 

home. This might have discouraged unauthorized migration in 2008. Many of the cartels and 

smugglers also work with human smuggling and the coyote business. Being at war with the 

government and other cartels, might also have distracted coyotes from being able to smuggle 

humans across the desert. (Williams 2009)   

Diagram 1 also shows that the majority of the casualties are male. The female 

are rather few casualties. One could either assume that fewer women die crossing, or that 

there are fewer women altogether crossing into the United States unauthorized. The second 

suggestion is probably the more accurate one, if we take into account Mr. Martin’s reply to 

question 3 about gender distribution in the interview: ―The majority are men‖. According to 
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Kyle and Koslowski ―between 80 and 85 percent of the adult migrants apprehended annually 

by the Border Patrol in the first five years of the twenty-first century were men‖ (Kyle and 

Koslowski 2011, p. 170) However, Mr. Martin also points out that, in question number 5, the 

mortality rate divided by sex usually is higher for women and children, than it is for men. In 

that case, it is logical that most of the casualties are men, since the majority of the unautho-

rized crossers are men. This would make sense compared with gender and mobility discussed 

in the theory chapter. Women are less mobile, and therefore less likely to migrate. I have also 

earlier discussed the Bracero program during the 50’s, which explains how communities in 

Mexico became dependent on migration and seasonal work in the United States. The labor 

offered was mainly agricultural and physical labor, which many may associate as male labor, 

creating a tradition where the man migrates for work, while the woman stays behind.  

 

Diagram 2 (p. 24) displays the ages of the casualties. As seen in the diagram 

and discussed in chapter four, most males have been between the ages of 20-30, and whereas 

females have been as many in age category 20-30 as in 30-40. I would suppose that young 

people migrate more than older. Young people are out to start a new life and earn a living to 

do that. The older they become, the more rooted they become and have less reason/possibility 

to migrate. The category consisting of deported unauthorized migrants trying to get back 

home, seems to have no special age category. It appears that the women migrating are some-

what older or at least more spread out in age, since there were as many in both the 20-30 and 

30-40 category. In question 4 the volunteer mentions that women sometimes travel with child-

ren and family. In these cases it could be assumed that the women then are older, more in 

their 30’s-40’s, since they have a family with children who are old enough to walk along. Mr. 

Martin also mentions women traveling alone. We could assume that while males often travel 

younger and with friends or alone, women just as often travel unauthorized at a younger age, 

as with their families at older ages to the United States. However, I have no proof of this in 

my sources.  

 

In diagram 3 (p. 25) one can observe that the most common death cause for the 

unauthorized border crossers is hyperthermia, in other words, death by overheating. This is 

quite logical, considering that the migrants walk for days through desert environment without 

the possibility to renew their water supply, in up to 50 degree Celsius heat. Many times the 

walkers are also poorly prepared for this both physically and mentally, especially if they are 
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not from the area and are not accustomed to the desert. The migrants are not always informed 

by their coyotes, what the walk is going to be like and, therefore, they do not have appropriate 

clothing or enough water for the walk. This is the case in the Yuma 14 where most of the 

group are from the south of Mexico and have never seen a desert before. The group is not told 

to cover up to protect themselves from the sun; they are however, told to bring water but not 

how much. They are also told that they are going on a one-day-walk which in reality is a 

three-day-walk (in the end they walk for almost a week, since they get lost), (Urrea 2005, p. 

100-105). Mr. Martin in question 4 claims that women are often less prepared for the envi-

ronment in the desert, less informed of the hardships, and if traveling with children, they 

spend most of their energy on keeping the children alive. This can put the women at an ever 

greater risk of hyperthermia. In some cases the groups are also left by their coyotes when the 

coyote realizes the group is not going to make it; or sometimes it has been the plan from the 

start. In this case, the hyperthermia is a kind of homicide. Coyotes also happen to get lost and 

perish with their groups.  

The third largest cause of death both for women and men among the casualties 

is homicide. Most of these cases consisted of blows to the head or other parts of the body and 

gunshots, but a few cases were even more cruel such as being hung from a cactus or buried 

alive. Coyote violence against the clients is something media and activist groups like to high-

light. Kyle and Koslowski point out different reasons for the occurrence of this type of vi-

olence.  

 

―It should not come as a surprise that some coyotes would routinely or on occasion commit acts of 

personal violence against migrants, given that (a) most coyotes are young male in their prime cri-

minogenic years; (b) they guide, transport and house migrants clandestinely in socially and legally 

unregulated situations in which migrants are inherently vulnerable to abuse; and (c) they may have 

real incentives to commit violent acts if they believe they can do so without being subjected to 

immediate retribution.‖ (Kyle and Koslowski 2011, p. 167) 

 

They however, also state that the coyotes are human like everyone else and put 

in a power position, some misuse it and some do not. Much focus has been concentrated on 

coyote violence, while border patrol violence is less discussed, due to the fact that the border 

patrol have a legal background coming from a government authority instead of illegal organi-

zations. The border patrol also commits violence against unauthorized migrants, violence that 

can be lethal. Unauthorized migrants can do little to defend themselves entering the country 
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illegally they are already less than human. In the report by No More Deaths; A Culture of 

Cruelty, border patrol violence and inhumane acts are discussed. Many migrants who are in-

jured by border patrol are refused medical help. As one of the border patrol had told the mi-

grants ―You are illegal, you don’t have right‖ (No More Deaths report 2011, p. 24) In Global 

Human Smuggling they also point out reasons that contribute to violence against immigrants 

from the border patrol.  

 

―Nevertheless, we should also not be surprised that at least some Homeland Security agents com-

mit acts of personal violence against migrants, given (a) the inherently confrontational nature of 

their encounters with migrants; (b) the cultural difference between agents and migrants; (c) agents 

socialization towards nationalist and even subtly racist attitudes towards migrants; and (d) the fact 

that agents increasingly apprehend migrants in isolated rural areas in situations in which they may 

be able to abuse them undetected by other members of their chain of command.‖ (Kyle and Kos-

lowski2011, p. 168) 

 

As for the three smaller categories; other accident, disease and vehicle accidents, 

they constitute a very small percentage of the deaths. Other accidents are bound to happen 

when you walk through the desert and are put in risky situations. The disease is probably also 

often brought on by the extreme environmental conditions. Vehicle accidents are often due to 

reckless driving by coyotes.  

 

Map 1 (p. 27) shows the number of people per million inhabitants in the state 

that have died in the Sonoran desert. My hypothesis is that more migrants dying in the desert 

per million came from poorer states, whereas fewer came from richer states. By creating this 

map I hoped to prove that. This however, did not prove true. Nuevo León, which is the state 

with the least inhabitants per million is indeed the Mexican state with second highest GDP, 

but neither Sonora nor Hidalgo, highest ranking states in casualties where states among the 

states with lower GDP in Mexico. One reason why Nuevo León might be one of the states 

with the least casualties per inhabitants, is that it is a border state to Texas; maybe this results 

in its inhabitants having closer ties to coyotes who cross into Texas and or family and friends 

and who already live in Texas. Sonora, on the other hand, is a border state to Arizona and 

people in Sonora might already have ties to Arizona.  

I was not able to find a pattern or explanation as to why my map looked the way 

it did. I tried finding an explanation on the web, but did not succeed. One page with informa-
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tion about migration claimed that most migrants seldom come from the poorest states, neither 

are they usually unemployed before they leave. The difference in wages is what drives people 

to migrate, given that most labor in the United States pays 5 times the average wages as in 

Mexico. This can save the workers from being in an economically pressured situation 

(http://focus-migration.hwwi.de/Mexico.5296.0.html?&L=1). In one article I found another 

diagram of which Mexican states had the most migration to the United States. This diagram 

on the other hand, concerned the 10 years before my diagram, that is to say the years 1990-

2000. I do not know if the migration trend might have changed, but I rather suspect that it the 

figures can be different since my diagram only covers the Arizona border; had I covered all of 

the United States-Mexico border my results might have looked different.  

 

Diagram 5: Households with Migrants in the United States: 2000 by Mexican state (Bor-

jas 2005, p. 291) 

 

In either case the casualties in the Sonora desert and their place of origin does 

not reflect where most migrants who move between Mexico and the United States come from. 

Considering the thousands who have succeeded to cross to and those who are apprehended 

and deported the ones who do die in the desert are only a small percentage of the whole. Not 

to mention, many of the casualties in the list have an unidentified place of origin making my 

selection even less accurate. Therefore, I cannot draw any conclusions with the help of map 1.  
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5.2 Conclusion 

To conclude this bachelor’s thesis, I will try to look at the questions posed in the 

beginning of the thesis and conclude their answers here.  

The US-Mexico border has a long history of migration. However, the border has 

been regulated, too. As discussed in chapter three, the US-Mexico border is one of these bor-

ders keeping the ―developing‖ world out of the ―developed‖ world. The perfect example of 

this is the NAFTA agreement constituted in 1994 where economic flows are open across the 

border, the United States builds factories in Mexico and tourists visit Mexico frequently, but 

people from south of the border cannot move north of it, for work or living. Mobility is being 

controlled. This has much to do with the recent scare of terrorism that started after 9/11 and 

other incidents around the world. Security is something that has become a big issue and ques-

tions making nations sure to secure their borders and knowing who they are letting in. Using 

terrorism as an excuse nations can also keep people of unwanted race and class out. To travel 

one must have financial ability to do so. It costs to travel but there are also programs you can 

buy today in order to pass thru borders more quickly. This is a problem with unauthorized 

immigrants in the United States that are eligible for citizenships, but cannot afford the process 

for one, and, therefore, are deported. Friends of mine who are American citizens have also 

complained that they cannot travel outside the country, when I asked why, they told me they 

did not want to pay the fee to get a passport. Mobility costs. Migrants from lower classes are 

blocked from the United States because of race and class. The border is open for economic 

flow and business, but the wall is there to keep everyone who is unwanted out.  

Making people illegal has also been a process to take away the humanity of the 

―other‖. This can be seen on the US-Mexican border in the way illegal immigrants are treated. 

A border is put up to keep migrants out, military is also sent into the area to stop people from 

crossing the border. This way migration routes are pushed further and further out to more re-

mote areas where the general public cannot see what is going on and where environments are 

dangerous. This is to discourage the migrants from even trying to attempt entering the United 

States illegally. Laws have been continually passed since the 90s to improve the border secu-

rity, forcing migrants out into the desert. The attitude is that since these people are doing 

something illegal, what happen to them is their own fault.  

Since the passing of the law Operation Streamline in 2005, if apprehended, the 

migrant will be detained and driven to court often miles from the original point of apprehen-
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sion. Once deported, (if the person is from Mexico, otherwise unauthorized migrants are sent 

to their country of origin) they dump the migrant on the other side of the border, maybe, not 

even in the area where they originally crossed. Women and men are detained separately, 

which means that the border patrol divide up families. When deported, migrants are deported 

separately to different locations. This creates much confusion along the border. As much of 

this thesis has also discussed the deaths of migrants along the border due to harsh migration 

laws and controlled mobility. The engagement to control the border and keep others out has 

become so strong, that it kills people. To repeat the quote by a border patrol officer from the 

Report by No More Deaths: ―You are illegal, you don’t have right‖ (No More Deaths report 

2011, p. 24). Not even the right to live.  

Especially in Arizona laws have been passed that are discriminating against un-

authorized migrants that conflict with the UN Charter of Human Rights. Proposition 200 was 

passed in 2004 forcing any type of state authority (teacher, doctor etc.) to report to the police 

if suspecting that someone was unauthorized. This breaks UN laws about everyone’s right to 

school and hospital. In 2010, SB 1070 was also passed giving the police the rights to ask for 

immigration papers at any time and the immigrant is forced to keep papers with them at all 

times. Laws such as these lay a ground for racial targeting and discrimination.  

As for questions of gender, the conclusion is that mainly men migrate to the 

United States from Mexico and other Latin American nations. Fewer women migrate. I have 

found no clear answer for why this is so at the US-Mexico border. My guesses as mentioned 

in the section above, however, have been varied. In theory chapter 3 concerning gender and 

mobility, women appear to be less mobile than men. It may have to do with culture, in that 

women are more often expected to stay behind and take care of families than be the bread-

winners. In some of communities in Mexico men have a tradition of working in the United 

States dating back to the Bracero program when some communities became economically 

dependent on migrant work in the US. Women and children do, however, migrate too, even if 

they only make up for 15-20% of the migrants (Kyle and Koslowski 2011, p. 170). This can be 

seen in the diagrams of casualties, too; there were less female casualties. According to Mr. 

Martin though, death rates for women and children are higher.  

My conclusion is that women do run more risks than men crossing the Arizona 

border into the US unauthorized. Mr. Martin claims that death rates are higher for women 

since women are often less prepared for the hardships of the desert ―often without appropriate 

clothing or shoes, and sometimes less well informed about the risks‖. He also explains that if 
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they are traveling with children they often put their primary energy in to keeping the children 

alive, letting themselves suffer the more. Women traveling alone are easy victims for human 

trafficking and can be kidnapped for that purpose; this is something that does not concern 

male migrants as much. They are also more common targets for sexual assaults. Sexual as-

saults can be directed at the female migrants by coyotes, other members in the group, or bor-

der patrol. Across the desert coyotes who rape their clients sometimes hang some piece of 

their clothing in a cactus or a tree to mark their conquest. Kyle and Koslowski point out, 

though, that it is important to remember that these rapes and assaults are not made by coyotes 

or border patrol as coyotes or border patrol, but as men in a culture of violence against women 

(p. 170). If the woman is traveling with family and gets apprehended, she will be apprehended 

separately from any of the male family members. They will also be deported separately and it 

may be to separate locations far from each other. They may be left without money or anyway 

to make contact. Therefore, this creates even more of a risk for women. Being left alone in a 

border town creates a risk for being kidnapped or submitted to human trafficking. Therefore, 

women do face more risks then men, taken that all sexual risks are mostly risks that affect 

women.  

To summarize this all: the US-Mexico border’s controlled mobility is discrimi-

nating to race and class. It contributes to the abuse of people who arrive in the United States 

unauthorized and reduces them to taking desperate risks that in some cases kill them. This is 

termed in many of my sources ―global apartheid‖. Women traveling with children tend to run 

even more risks then men since they often take on a greater responsibility for the children. 

Women also run risks of sexual assault and being subjected to human trafficking, while men 

do not.  
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Deaths, rescues and apprehensions of unauthorized migrants along the US-

Mexican border 2005 and 2006 
 

 

 

(http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/arizona/immigration/article_e2cc8740-bf0a-11e0-84da-

001cc4c002e0.html?mode=image)



Linnea Hällgren  Appendix 2 

Human Geography C 

1 

 

Excerpt from database of casualties among the Arizona border 
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Algorithm for plotting points on map 
 

The coordinates of a geographical point may be given in different formats: 

 degrees, minutes and seconds with decimals, e.g. N 33° 26' 43.4826", W 112° 4' 26.259" 

 degrees and minutes with decimals, e.g. N 33 26.72471, W 112 4.43765 

 degrees with decimal, e.g. N 33.445412, W 112.073961 

 

The database contains 2 165 documented border deaths. In 760 or 35 % of these cases, the coor-

dinates of the point where the body was found have been registered. A problem is that the coor-

dinates have been entered by different officers using different formats. The characters for degrees 

(°), minutes (') or decimals (.) are often omitted or used inconsequently, e.g.  

―N 32' 00.2722/ W 112' 10.008‖  

―N 31.34.357 / W 111.12.645‖ 

―N 32 02.519 W 111 44.292‖ 

Some lines contain obvious mistakes, e.g.  

―N 31' 430.430/ W 111' 12.860‖ 

―N 97.194, W 111 20.654‖ 

―N 113.1045 / W 32.3830‖ (four cases like this one have been corrected manually) 

 

These irregularities pose considerable problems when developing a Visual Basic for Applications 

(VBA) algorithm for interpreting the coordinates in order to plot the corresponding points on a 

map. The algorithm now applied functions as follows: 

 Only figures (i.e. no other characters) of the north and west coordinates respectively are read 

from the database. 

 For north coordinates the two first characters, for west coordinates the three first characters, are 

interpreted as degrees. 

 If the following figure in either the north or the east coordinate is greater than 5, the rest of the 

characters in both coordinates are interpreted as decimals of degrees. If this is not the case, the 

two following figures are interpreted as minutes and the rest of the figures as decimals of mi-

nutes. 

 

The weak points of this algorithm are:  

 If the coordinates are given in degrees with decimals (this seems to be rare), and the first de-

cimal figure is 5 or less, the decimals of degrees will erroneously be interpreted as minutes. 

This will offset the point by between 0 and 45 km to the north or to the west. 

 If the coordinates are given in degrees, minutes and seconds with decimals, the seconds will 

erroneously be interpreted as decimals of minutes. This will offset the point by between 0 and 

0.75 km to the south or to the east, which probably explains why a number of plotted points are 

located in Mexico just south of the border line.
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Conversion of GPS-coordinates to spreadsheet coordinates  
 

Background 

A map is drawn as an image object in an Ex- cel 

spreadsheet. Spreadsheet coordinates start at (0; 0) in 

the upper left corner of the spreadsheet. The upper 

left corner of the map is located at (Xleft; Ytop) in 

spreadsheet coordinates. This point is also referred 

to as (0; 0) in the map reference system.  

 

Four reference points positioned near the western, 

eastern, northern and southern edges of the map are 

known with both GPS-coordinates and map coordi-

nates.
1
 

 

Problem 

Convert the GPS-coordinates of a random place within the mapped area to spreadsheet coordi-

nates in order to plot it on the map using Visual Basic for Applications (VBA).  

 

Parameters 

Xleft, Ytop Excel-coordinates of upper left corner of map in spreadsheet reference system  

XW Excel-coordinate of western point in map reference system 

XE Excel-coordinate of eastern point in map reference system 

YN Excel-coordinate of northern point in map reference system 

YS Excel-coordinate of southern point in map reference system 

XGPSW GPS-coordinate of western point 

XGPSE GPS-coordinate of eastern point 

YGPSN GPS-coordinate of northern point 

YGPSS GPS-coordinate of southern point 

XGPS, YGPS GPS-coordinates of point to plot 

X, Y Excel-coordinates of point to plot in spreadsheet reference system 

 

Calculations 

Conversion from GPS- to Excel-coordinates is done by using proportionality: 

 

GPSWGPSE

GPSWGPS
WEWleft

XX

XX
XXXXX

 

  
GPSNGPSS

GPSNGPS
NSNtop

YY

YY
YYYYY

                                                 
1
 Reference points used are Yuma: 32°41'32 N / 114°37'39 W, Duncan: 32°43'17 N / 109°06'19 W, Fountain Hills: 

33°36'19 N / 111°44'28 W, Nogales: 31°20'25 N / 110°56'03 W. Coordinates from 

http://www.thegpscoordinates.com/ 2011-12-18. 

(0; 0) 

(Xleft; Ytop) 

Spreadsheet 

Map 

http://www.thegpscoordinates.com/
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US immigration laws since 1986 

 
Immigration Reform and Control Act, 1986: This reform forced employers to make sure that 

none of their employees were unauthorized workers. It also made it illegal to hire an unautho-

rized worker. Prior to this it had only been illegal to house or aid an unauthorized immigrant, but 

not to employ them. The reform granted amnesty to certain seasonal unauthorized workers within 

the United States. It also granted amnesty to unauthorized workers who had been in the country 

prior to the year of 1982.  

Immigration Act of 1990: With this act the United States started letting in 700 000 migrants 

annually instead of their earlier 500 000. They also created a lottery through which they random-

ly handed out US visas in other nations around the world. This was done to more equally divide 

the opportunities among the different nations. This also voided homosexuality as a reason for 

being denied a visa and allowed non-English speakers to become citizens. It also took away the 

rights to medical services for unauthorized immigrants unless they were emergency services. De-

spite the reform unauthorized migration to the United States increased.  

North American Free Trade Agreement, 1994: Trade agreement passed between Canada, 

United States and Mexico. The borders became completely open for trade but not for migration. I 

have included more on the effects of NAFTA later in this chapter.  

Operation Hold the Line, 1994: In El Paso, Texas, the border patrol launched operation Block-

ade that was supposed to last for two weeks. El Paso was at the time one of the points where most 

unauthorized immigrants entered the US through the neighboring city on the Mexican side, Ci-

udad Juarez. The operation included doubling the Border Patrol agents on watch around the clock 

and placing more out in the desert around the city. The operation became prolonged and renamed 

to Operation Hold the Line. The result of this operation was that the unauthorized crossings got 

forced out into more remote areas and decreased in the urban area around El Paso.  

Operation Gatekeeper, 1994: The same year San Diego, California, another busy crossing 

point, launched an operation of the same kind as El Paso. The INS (Immigration and Naturaliza-

tion Service) also increased their budget in order to build more fences and put up stadium lighting 

along the fences and infra red cameras. In San Diego a fence was built stretching out into the Pa-
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cific Ocean for preventing unauthorized crossers to swim into the United States. This was all a 

part of a new approach towards illegal immigration. By making the urban areas impossible to 

cross, the INS was hoping to discourage unauthorized migrants by forcing them out to desolate 

and remote areas.  

Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996: This act made the 

punishment for entering the United States much harsher than it had been earlier. Border Patrol 

was once again increased together with fences and cameras. Those unauthorized migrants who 

were apprehended were registered in criminal files making it more difficult for them to get visas 

into the US. They could also be put in prison for their crime of entering. Deportees could have to 

wait up till two years in prison for their trial and could be ordered to pay for their own expenses 

in court. (http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/mexico704/history/timeline.html#) 

USA-Patriot Act, 2001: After 9/11 the United States tightened its borders in fear of terrorist at-

tacks. The fact that people were entering into the United States without permission was consi-

dered an even larger threat than before. In 2001 the USA-Patriot Act was passed letting US 

agents bug phones, spy on people or hold unauthorized immigrants in detention without proof of 

them being a terrorist threat.  

Change of Address Requirement, 2001: Law passed enforcing authorized immigrants to report 

change of address within ten days after having moved. After 9/11 the US government wanted to 

keep better track of their authorized immigrants within the country. The punishment for not com-

plying with the law could in worst cases be enforced with deportation.  

Enhanced Border Security and Visa Reform Act, 2001: Immigrants entering on student visas 

were to be checked extra carefully since some of the 9/11 hijackers had entered the United States 

with student visas. The schools had to forward all the information about the students to national 

security and make sure that the student had enrolled and was attending school within 30 days.  

Citizenship Eligibility for Foreign-born soldiers, 2002: Soldiers in the US army born in a dif-

ferent country became eligible for citizenship. President Bush claimed that if they could fight for 

the US, they should also be US citizens.  
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Homeland Security Act, 2002: Once again more finances were put into border security and 

strengthening the borders. The border security and illegal immigration at the border was moved 

to be the responsibility for DHS (Department of Homeland Security) instead of the INS.  

The Aviation Transportation and Security Act, 2002: A law stating that all baggage at the 

airports going through security must be screened, even if you are a US citizen. It also prohibited 

all non-citizens to work at US airports. Thousands of legal immigrants lost their jobs.  

Proposition 200, Arizona 2004: A law passed in Arizona that forced any kind of social sector 

worker (teachers, social services, health care, police etc.) to check the immigration status of the 

people they were helping. If anything was found out of order, the law forced the social sector 

worker to report this. The law goes against the UN’s Declaration of Human Rights, since no hu-

man is to be denied health care or basic education.  

Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act, 2004: Created the National Counterterror-

ism Center with which all departments like FBI and CIA share their intelligence secrets. They 

also decided to reinforce the border with about 2000 border patrol agents per year until 2010.  

Real ID Act, 2005: Made states issue a new federal driver’s license that was supposed to be un-

forgeable. Non-citizens were given a temporary ID stating race, religion etc, and that expired on 

the same date as the visa.  

Operation Streamline, 2005: Operation Streamline made it a criminal punishable charge with 

up to 20 years in prison, for anyone who entered the United States illegally, even if it was a first 

time entry. 

(http://www.immigrationforum.org/images/uploads/OperationStreamlineFactsheet.pdf)  

Operation Jump-Start, 2006: President Bush sent the National Guard to the border to help as-

sist the border patrol. The president claimed that the National Guard were not sent there to appre-

hend unauthorized migrants, but to help spot them and report them to the border patrol. The fact 

that the National Guard was present actually discouraged migrants and decreased the number 

trying to cross illegally for a while. (Romero p. 73-75) 
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Arizona SB 1070, 2010: The law passed in Arizona that made authorized immigrants acquire 

papers within 30 days of their entering, in order to prove their legality. These papers were to be 

carried with them at all times. Failure to show these papers to police or border patrol when ask 

for is viewed as a criminal offense.  

 


