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The expulsion of Roma people from France during summer of 2010 was one of the most 

broadcasted events in media around the world. Since the 19th of August, several hundreds of 

Roma have been forced by the French government to return in Romania and Bulgaria. The 

purpose of this thesis is to investigate how the issue of Roma in France has been conducted in the 

French newspaper “Le Monde” and in the Swedish newspaper “Dagens Nyheter” from July 16 to 

September 19, 2010. This study proposes the use of a quantitative content analysis and the 

qualitative critical discourse analysis as research methods in order to achieve the objectives of 

this thesis. Several earlier academic researches confirm that Roma’s discrimination started a long 

time ago. And this thesis has procured facts that allowed me to make a generalisation about this 

specific issue around Roma people in France. This thesis concludes that there was not a reporting 

balance in how the two studied newspapers presented the main actors who were involved in the 

Roma’s issue since the journalists relied mostly on the official sources. This situation led to a 

more or less biased coverage of the issue where the voices of French authorities and official 

sources were overrepresented more than Roma people. Consequently, the Roma minority’s voice 

was not heard in media even though powerful institutions were involved in the issue by taking 

their side. Moreover, my study shows that it is difficult to have a balanced media reporting 

during an ongoing conflict especially between one majority group with power and access to 

media and another group of minority without power and access to media.  
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1. Introduction 
 
During summer in 2010, the French government started to dismantle several camps of Roma 

people all around the country before evicting from the country. This new policy of expelling 

Roma was put quickly into actions in August 2010. Several hundreds of Roma were forced to 

leave France and in exchange French authorities offered three hundred euro to each adult person 

and one hundred euro per child (Fassin, Eric & Feher, Michel 2009:206). The eviction of Roma 

people raised in France and in other countries different reactions. It divided the government of 

Nicolas Sarkozy and the European public opinion in two blocs, one supporting the new policy 

and the other one against it. The latter involved the voices of the European commission, Activists 

and other groups defending the Roma people’s right as European citizens.  

The Roma’s expulsion in France is the most known because it received coverage in different 

media. However, Roma people have been expelled in small groups from other European 

countries like Sweden1 , Italy2, Denmark3 and Germany4. The fact that Roma are discriminated 

in different European countries where they are settled is not something new. Several earlier 

academic researches show and confirm that the discrimination of Roma people goes a long way 

back in history. Ian Hancock (2002:53) argues that Roma are the most persecuted and 

discriminated minority in Europe since the fourteenth century with slavery and that trend 

continues until now. Moreover, Sandra Fredman (2001:116) wrote that the annual report 

covering 1999 of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) exposes 

Europe in the field of racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and intolerance that Roma/ Gypsies 

throughout Europe suffer from persisting prejudice and discrimination in many aspects of social 

and economic life. According to this report, Roma people are often the target of violent 

manifestations of racism and intolerance. However, this is the first study which is based on 

comparison on how Roma’s situation in France is recently portrayed in the French newspaper, Le 

Monde and the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter. I hope that this study will procure facts that 

can allow me to make a generalisation about this specific issue around Roma people in France. 
                                                 
1 http://www.dn.se/nyheter/sverige/sverige-utvisar-ocksa-romer 
2 http://www.dn.se/nyheter/varlden/italien-utvisar-rumaner 
3 http://www.dn.se/nyheter/varlden/danmark-bryter-mot-eu-direktiv 
4 http://www.monstersandcritics.com/news/europe/news/article_1586317.php/Stop-deporting-Roma-to-Kosovo-
Council-of-Europe-tells-Germany 
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The Roma’s issue is interesting in itself because it started on the French territory and then 

escalated to be a European issue. On 19th of August 2010, the Swedish television SVT 15, 

reported that the European Union in Brussels has criticized the happening of Roma’s expulsion 

from France. One of the European Union Commission official said: “We are following this 

situation very close. You also know very well that the European Commission has consistently 

defended and continues to defend the necessity of a social integration of these populations”. The 

tension that occurred thereafter between the French government and the European Union 

Commission caught my attention and this is what motivated my study. 

In this thesis, I am interested in how the discourse around Roma’s issue in France has been 

conducted in the French newspaper, Le Monde and the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter last 

year, from 16th of July 2010 when a young Roma called Luigi Duquenet was killed by a French 

police at Saint Aignain in France on 19th of September 2010, four weeks after the official first 

day of mass expulsion of Roma on 19th of August 2010. The analysis of both newspapers articles 

is focusing only on the news articles about Roma’s issue but their situation before the issue will 

not be studied. Moreover, the analysis of pictures was excluded due to practical reasons.  

 

Two research methods are used to achieve the objectives of this study: the first one is the 

quantitative content analysis and the second one is the critical discourse analysis. The aim of this 

study is to look at the differences and similarities in the way French newspaper, Le Monde and 

Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter have portrayed the issue around Roma in France. The 

intention of making a comparative study is to see how a same event (story) of a minority’s issue 

is portrayed in two different newspapers from two different countries where one of the two is 

located in the country of conflict. What make the comparison interesting is that the Swedish 

newspaper, Dagens Nyheter is from a country outside the conflict and this is fruitful because it 

supposes to give another perspective which could be “more objective”. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
5 http://svtplay.se/v/2111688/rapport/romer_skickas_ivag 
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The research questions that are the basis of this study are: 

 

1. Who were the main actors in the Roma’s issue in France, according to French newspaper, 

Le Monde and Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter, and what does a quantitative 

analysis reveals about power relations between these actors?    

                                                                                          

2. In what ways did the main sources use the discourses of power, ideology and racial 

discrimination to describe the issue of Roma people in France, in Le Monde and Dagens 

Nyheter, respectively?  

 
For the first question, I use the quantitative content analysis in order to identify different 

important categories of actors involved in the Roma’s issue in and outside of France. Who are 

they and how many times do they occur in the news articles? It is interesting to look on their 

frequency in studied news texts and see if there was some reporting balance about the frequency 

of different actors (for or against the new French policy of evicting Roma from France) in both 

studied newspapers. The result of the content analysis will be helpful in order to get an insight of 

the power relation between different actors who were involved in the issue around Roma.  For 

the second question I carry out a critical discourse analysis on news articles in order to establish 

how Roma’s issue is presented in studied news texts from 16th of July to 19th of September 2010. 

My discourse analysis relies on the dimension of analysing news texts at a linguistic level and on 

theories about power, ideology and racial discrimination. Basically, my critical discourse 

analysis focuses on the sources’ quotes (what they are actually saying) that are relevant for this 

study. I mean when they express themselves about the situation around the French new policy of 

expelling Roma people from France. However, several sources’ quotes and references regarding 

Roma’s issue as a minority in general or in other European countries were excluded in the 

analysis.  

 

The rest of the chapter one describes the start point of the Roma’s issue in France. Thereafter 

follows their history in brief. Chapter two illustrates the theoretical framework related to the 

concepts of power, ideology and racial discrimination. Moreover, I present their definitions with 

the help of different writers’ perspectives and their relation to media. 
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Chapter tree illustrates the methods and materials that are used in this study. Two methods, the 

content analysis and the critical discourse analysis are used in order to get answers to my 

research questions.  I use as materials for my thesis news texts from the French newspaper, Le 

Monde and the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter from 16th of July to 19th of September 2010. 

Chapter four describes the results and analysis of the content analysis and the critical discourse 

analysis.  Finally, I present the conclusions and discussion of the study in chapter five. 

1. 2 Background of the Roma’s issue in France 
 
 Since summer 2010, the French government has begun to destroy several Roma’s camps around 

the country before sending back in their country of origin. The European Union Commission 

among others has condemned and criticized the French government actions regarding the 

expulsion of Roma.  Since 19th of August several hundreds of Roma people, men and women, 

children and senior people have been forced to return in Romania and Bulgaria. However, 
several people around the world have followed the story of Roma’s expulsion in media, though I 

could imagine that few people know really the starting point of the issue. 

The start point of the Roma’s issue in France can be found in a report on the website, www. 

statewatch.org. Statewatch is a non-profit organization founded in 1991 and includes lawyers, 

academics, journalists, researchers and activists. Its main purpose is to encourage the publication 

of investigative journalism and critical research in Europe in the fields of state, justice and home 

affairs, civil liberties, accountability and openness6.  Yasha Maccanico7, a researcher for 

Statewatch wrote in his report, France collective expulsions of Roma people undermines EU’s 

founding principles8 that in central France at Saint Aignain, during the night of 16/17th of July 

2010, a 22-year-old Roma called Luigi Duquenet was killed by a gendarme because he did not 

stop at a checkpoint. A day before, another Roma called Karim Boudouda was killed by a 

policeman at La Villeneuve. With another accomplice, Karim was armed and robbed 20.000 

Euro from a Casino. The reaction of the French president Nicolas Sarkozy after these two 

incidents was to call a meeting on 18th of July 2010 about “the problems posed by some 

                                                 
6 http://www.statewatch.org/about.htm 
7 http://www.migrationonline.cz/blogs/profile/?x=2058351 
8 http://www.statewatch.org/analyses/no-109-france-collective-expulsions-of-roma-people.pdf 
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members of Roma and Travellers communities”. Moreover, the meeting’s purpose was to 

proclaim the measures to “evict illegal camps” and expel Roma to Bulgaria and Romania. The 

French president announced as well that French nationality would be revoked to second 

generation immigrants if “serious offences” are committed, like violent acts against the police 

officers or any representatives of public authority.  After the second meeting on 28th of July 2010 

(ibid) between Sarkozy and his government, a statement was published. It contains Sarkozy’s 

view that the situation of “lawlessness that characterises the Roma populations that have come 

from Eastern Europe” is “inadmissible”. The existence of 200 “illegal camps” was associated to 

“illegal activities, undignified living conditions and the exploitation of minors for begging, 

prostitution and crime”. The statement called for their expulsion; at any time when the law 

permit it, and it envisaged legal reform to make the eviction more effective.   

As I said above, the European Commission was not pleased by the French new policy regarding 

the Roma people. On 18th of August 2010 (ibid), it expressed its concern about the eviction of 

700 Roma by reminding France of its responsibility to respect EU norms of freedom of 

movement and residence for EU nationals. Here are some of EU rules regarding the freedom of 

movement of EU nationals: “- restrictions on freedom of movements and expulsion of EU 

nationals must be exceptions subject to case-by-case assessment, and are practices for which 

clear limits are imposed: 

-lack of economic resources per se cannot automatically lead to expulsion, as it can only be 

imposed on grounds of public policy, security and public health due to personal conduct and not 

as a result of general considerations of prevention or ethnic or national origin”. 

1.3 Roma people in France 
 
Jean Pierre Dacheux, a French writer and PhD in philosophy and Bernard Delemotte, a French 

writer who has worked for many years on issues regarding European citizenship (2010:6-7) state 

that Roma people are the most unwanted and discriminated population in Europe. They are more 

than ten million people and have settled in Europe for seven centuries and come originally from 

India. Roma as Jews experienced the Nazis’ genocide. Moreover, as black people, they have 

suffered centuries of slavery in Romania. Roma people proclaim themselves as “a nation without 
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territory”.  They are not nomads but mobile because they are often displaced or chased by 

authorities in different countries where they are settled. In France, Roma are called “travellers” 

even if the majority of them do not travel. They are rejected, banned and excluded because they 

do not integrate in host countries. They have a strong cultural identity that they do not want to 

abandon.  Because of their lifestyle which is close to the nature and uncontrollable, they are often 

suspects in the eyes of authorities. Both their poverty and wealth astonish the authorities and that 

is why they are often monitored by the police. According to Dacheux and Delemotte (2010:20-

24), gypsies settled on the French territory since the fifteenth century. There are documents that 

prove their presence not only as visitors but also as French residents. At the first, they were 

welcomed in the country even if this changed afterwards. In the nineteenth century, they became 

the object of romantic myth, “la vie de Bohème” (the life of Bohemia), which inspired writers 

and musicians.  However, on November 25, 1908, a law was voted by the government in order to 

regulate the movements of nomadic people. This law was followed by the law of 16th of July 

1912 which installed a discriminatory and disciplinary system against nomadic people’s actions 

and circulation. The law lasted nearly sixty years and was abolished and replaced by the law of 

January 3, 1969.  But the hostility towards nomadic people was replaced by distrust.  Dacheux 

and Delemotte state that the criterion of discrimination was still present. The nomadic people 

changed their appellation and since 1969 they were called “Travellers”.   

Xavier Rothéa, a historian and an academic researcher on the contemporary history of the 

Romani people, (2003:5) explains that in France, the Roma are known under names such as 

“Tsiganes, Gitans, Bohémiens, Mamouches, Sinti, Kalé and Roma. The latter term is 

increasingly used by intellectuals and political leaders, and particularly by activists’ movements 

to refer to all these people in order to assert their cultural and historical unity. Dacheux and 

Delemotte (2010:41) argue that the counting of Roma in Europe faces several difficulties since in 

many countries all ethnic counting was prohibited. However, France has approximately 250 000 

and 400 000 Roma people. This is an important component of the French population and is 

regarded as one of the minority groups in France. However, Dacheux and Delemotte (2010:72-

73) explain that in France, the French Roma is not a citizen like any other. He/she is identified by 

special papers. Moreover, the rules of registration on the electoral list are also particular for 

Roma people. The national identity card should be enough for Roma people as other French 
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citizens to prove their identity. However, it is sometimes difficult to obtain an identity card for 

Roma. In the place where to fill the home address on the identity card, it is written “homeless” 

for Roma people and this stigmatizes and makes it easier to identify immediately a Roma as 

different from any other French. According to Xavier Rothéa (2003:13-14), Roma people have 

often been presented in France and in Europe as a bunch of marginalised people, outlaws or 

brigands of all kinds with no respect to the social rules. Regarding the Roma who are sedentary, 

they are socially invisible. They often face particular problems due to the simple fact that they 

are Roma (including systematic discrimination in employment, segregation, problems of 

schooling etc). However, few resources are used in order to try to solve the Roma’s specific 

problems, particularly in the fight against discrimination.  

On January 1, 2007, Romania and Bulgaria joined the European Union. According to the Treaty 

of Rome, the new European Citizens should enjoy freedom of movement and no longer need 

residence permit in order to settle in other countries of the European Union (Fassin, & Feher 

2009:316) 

2. Theoretical frameworks 
 
The context (of conflicts) of the issue around Roma people in France is the motivation of using 

the theories of power, ideology and racial discrimination in this study. These concepts are heavy, 

broad, and vague. Moreover, I think that it is difficult to separate them. Before defining them 

with help of different writers’ perspectives and show how these mentioned concepts are related 

to media, I start by showing the relationship between them. First of all, I want to start by 

emphasizing my belief that power is a concept which is centre to almost everything or everyone 

in our modern society. Any kind of system (political, ideological, social, economical, educational 

etc.) functions with power (at different level) as the start point. There are many ways or 

alternatives of seeing and understanding what the concept of power is. However, in this study, I 

focus on the concept of social power which implies an asymmetrical relationship between 

people. This means that one or more person (s) has (have) the authority to control other people’s 

actions and liberty and not vice versa. This perspective has been studied by Roger Fowler 

(1991:105), Teun A. Van Dijk (1998:162) and Steven Lukes (cited in Richardson 2007:30). In 

the issue around Roma people in France, the French government has the power of control over 
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Roma’s life and freedom. Roma people as a group are in the situation where they cannot 

influence what is happening to them. This kind of power (to control other’s liberty and life) 

works through status or any kind of authority (e.g. discourse and access to media) which can 

make it easier for someone to legitimate his/her actions towards other people. Moreover, the 

concept of power is linked to the concept of ideology because they do have an effect to each 

other (Thompson 1990:59). An ideology that does not call for violence or hatred between people 

does not need to be forced to others; it is put into practice naturally. However, an ideology which 

discriminates a group of people (in this case Roma people) on basis of their origin, race, sexual 

preferences etc., will raise voices that could be against it (e.g. activists, human rights 

organizations etc.). In this case, power is needed in order to impose this kind of ideology to 

others and make them accept it. In this study, I focus on the theory of ideology as a concept 

which functions in order to present the “we/us” group in positive light and the “them/other” in 

negative light (Van Dijk cited in Allan & Bell 1998:6-8). Moreover, I use this theory by looking 

at whom the journalists used as sources in studied news texts and how the access to media by 

minority and majority actors influences the structure of the news reports (discourse practices).                             

2.1 Power 

2.1.1 Power and discourse 
 
I start by pointing out that all kind of power occurs through discourse. David Corson (1996:1-4) 

wrote that any kind of power are directed, mediated, or resisted through language (verbal 

channels). Moreover, language (discourse) is an instrument to identify, manipulate and change 

power relations between people. On the other hand, language on its own is powerless, meaning 

that in several contexts, power through status, knowledge, authority, material things etc. could 

have less impact without language (discourse). Individuals who have power need language in 

order to achieve their own purposes (to control people’s minds or actions). According to Teun A. 

Van Dijk (1998:162-163), a more “sophisticated” form of power needs to be dealt with, what he 

calls “persuasive”, traditionally connected with ideology and hegemony. Van Dijk explains that 

at this level, the control is primarily not exercised through physical or socio-economic coercion, 

but by more subtle and indirect control of the minds of the dominated. Van Dijk continues 

arguing that knowledge and the access to public discourse and media are the vital resources to 

control the minds (also their opinions), and therefore, indirectly the actions of others. Moreover, 
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I would say that not only the language or discourse is the absolutely instrument to influence or 

manipulate people. The actors who are producing the discourse are significant as well. Who are 

they? Which positions they have in society (social power). For example, people with power 

authority and ordinary people could not influence the public opinion in the same way.   

Power can be found in news texts. Stephanie Greco Larson (2006:85-86), a scholar in the fields 

of political communication focused her study on the representation of race and ethnicity in the 

media, especially in the United States.  Greco Larson argues that the purposes of objectivity, 

independence, and fairness which guide journalists actually put in the place rules and procedures 

that prevent them from being met. Greco Larson continues arguing that these professional 

practices “create conditions that systematically favour the reporting of narrow, official 

perspectives”.  In practice, the purposes of fairness and balance are reached by defining issues as 

two sided. This limits complex issues and give attention to the most familiar and predictable 

positions of “legitimate groups”. Moreover, the rule of neutrality also results in reporters 

broadcasting official positions without evaluating them. Reporters rely on official sources, such 

as government officials who are seen as credible, important and accessible. This means that the 

news coverage in time of conflicts between a dominant (e.g. government) and a dominated (e.g. 

a minority) groups, will not present them within the same conditions. The voices or ideology of 

the dominant group will be heard while the dominated group will not have a chance to express 

themselves. This means that different actors do not have an equal access to public discourse and 

media. That is why it is significant to explore with help of studied news texts who (different 

actors involved in the Roma’s issue) speaks to whom, about what, when and in what context.  

Although Greco Larson’s study focuses on United Sates’ media coverage, I find interesting to 

see if her perspective is working or not to my studied news articles in the French newspaper, Le 

Monde and Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter. 

2.1.2 Power as a control tool 
 
The theory of power can carry different meanings depending on the context of the situation. 
Roger Fowler (1991:105), a British linguist argues that power can mean status, knowledge, 

money etc.  However, Fowler is  focusing on the asymmetrical relationship between people such 

as one person has the qualified authority to control other people’s actions and liberty and not vice 
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versa. Steven Lukes, a political science and social theorist (cited in Richardson 2007:30) and 

Teun A. Van Dijk, a scholar in the fields of text linguistics, discourse analysis and theorist of 

critical discourse analysis (1998:162) have been interested as well in this type of asymmetrical 

relationship. They concentrate on the study of social power as a specific type of social relation 

between groups. According to Lukes, power exists when “A has power over B to the extent that 

he can get B to do something that B would not otherwise do”. In other words, power relationship 

between A and B exists when A make decisions that affect B in different ways. John E. 

Richardson (2007:30) describes the person or the group, who changes often the decisions to their 

favour as the “the most powerful”.  Van Dijk’ (ibid) focuses on the type of control which means 

that a group A has or exercises power over another group B when the members of A are usually 

able to control the members of B. The possession and exercise of power of one group generally 

implies the loss or limitation of freedom for the other group. For both Lukes and Van Dijk, this 

asymmetrical relationship implies that the power exercised by A do not work for the interests of 

B. Moreover, Van Dijk (ibid) argues that making others act as one wish requires resources. 

These resources may be physically or institutional (police, military) force.  This perspective on 

the asymmetrical relationship that Roger Fowler, Steven Lukes and Van Dijk present is helpful 

while analyzing the studied news texts. French authority has power to control over Roma 

people’s freedom. Roma people as a group are powerless and unable to influence a lot what is 

happening to them in France. Moreover, the new policy of expelling them from the country is not 

working in their favour or interests. 

2.2 Ideology  
 
The concept of Ideology has many meanings. David Hawkes (1996) traces in his book Ideology 

the history of the concept “Ideology” by showing how, through its vicissitudes; it always refers 

to a distortion of the relationship between ideas, matter and representation. Marx, a German 

philosopher, sociologist, historian, political economist and theorist (cited in Richardson 2007:32) 

has developed the approach of ideology. According to him “the history of ideas demonstrates 

that the products of the intellect are refashioned along with material ones…our ideas and beliefs 

are not the product of experience per se, but rather alter according to their economic 

circumstances and therefore stand as a reflection of social relations’. This perspective illustrates 

how the economic dimension plays a key role in promoting ideas or ideology. Moreover, John B. 
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Thompson, a scholar in the fields of sociology and mass communication (1990:59) states that 

ideology is combined with power so that concepts, ideas and beliefs are used in order to establish 

and maintain dominance. Thompson continues arguing that domination exists when we are 

dealing with a systematic asymmetry of groups and individuals in relationship to power. 

Moreover, Pablo R. Cristoffanini (in Blasco & Gustafsson, 2004:89) points out that domination 

involves the relationships between the classes, sexes, ethnic majorities and minorities, between 

nations etc. According to him, any domination needs legitimisation in order to be stable. Words, 

images and ideas are needed in order to make the domination acceptable and valid.  

2.2.1 Ideology and media 
 
Stuart Hall, a scholar in the fields of cultural studies and mass communication (in Dines, Gail & 

Humez, Jean M, 1995: 19-20) and Cristoffanini (in Blasco & Gustafsson, 2004:89) emphasize 

that in modern societies different media are particularly significant sites in the diffusion of 

ideologies, which means their production, reproduction and transformation. Stuart Hall (ibid) 

argues that institutions like media play a key role in the matter of ideology since media are a part 

of the dominant means of ideological production. Furthermore, Cristoffanini (ibid) points out 

that the impact of ideas, stories, and images in societies with newspapers, radio, television, and 

film is enormous. It is noticeable that the representations of the other ethnic groups in the press, 

television, and film are of crucial significance. As for the majority, the access to the mass media 

by minorities is significant condition to participate in the public definition of their situation. 

However, Teun Van Dijk (in Rosa Caldas Coulthard & Coulthard 1996:92-93) emphasizes that 

the lack of media access by minorities is one of the most noticeable properties of the symbolic 

dominance of elites. According to him, in Europe, there are practically no minority journalists, 

slightest of all in controlling editorial positions. Major quality paper newspapers may have just 

one or two journalists who representing minorities and often in non-tenured contract or freelance 

positions. Tuchman (1978) argues that most journalists are known to routinely prefer 

institutional sources and generally find minorities less credible, especially when these are 

providing critical opinions about dominant elites (in Rosa Caldas Coulthard & Coulthard 

1996:92-93). Moreover, Van Dijk (ibid) explains that differential access of majority elites and 

minorities to the media predictably results in differential access to the structure of news reports 

such as the writing style, source acess, and news discourse and so on.  This means that the 
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coverage of an issue will appear in the favour of the majority or the powerful (people with access 

to media).  

2.2.2 Ideology of the Us vs. Others 
 
The theory of ideology has been also developed by Teun A. Van Dijk and I am using his 

perspective while doing the critical discourse analysis.  One of the most influential and powerful 

work in Van Dijk’s discourse is the “ideological square” (cited in Allan & Bell 1998:6-8). Van 

Dijk argues that the theory of ideology functions in order to polarize and present the “we/us” 

group in positive light and the “them/other” in negative light. It is interesting to investigate in all 

studied articles news texts how the “we/us” and “they/them are presented? Who are the “bad” 

guys and who are the “good” guys?  Moreover, Van Dijk (cited in Allan & Bell 1998: 24-25) 

points out that many group ideologies involve the presentation of Self and Others, Us vs. Them. 

Many ideologies seem to be polarised- we are good and they are bad, especially when conflicts 

of interests are involved. Van Dijk (1998:138) continues arguing that Dijk ideologies are used in 

order to legitimatize power and inequality. Van Dijk (1998:159) continues stating that racist 

ideologies and practices mostly intend to keep “Others” down and especially out: out of “our” 

country, “our” city, “our” neighbourhood, “our” street, “our” family, “our” jobs and “our” 

houses. Furthermore, the concept of ideology points out of its rhetorical character. Clifford 

Geertz (cited in Blasco & Gustafsson 2004:87) argues that the representations of the “Others” 

can be seen as ideologies and  move away from the moderate language of the science and use 

figures such as the metaphor, metonymy and hyperbole.  

2.3 Racial discrimination 
 
 “…the concept of racial discrimination implies the existence of groups in society. It is true that 

individuals are victims of discrimination, but they are discriminated not because of their unique 

individuality, having a name or a face, but because they are members of a certain more or less 

negatively perceived group” (Dimitrina Petrova, in Fernne Brennan 2001:67). 

Individuals of a certain group could experience discrimination on the basis of their race, 

ethnicity, religion etc. However, a minority group could suffer as well because of the 

individual’s behaviour. This is a social and culture phenomena with an historical background. 
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Stephen Castles and Mark J. Miller (2003: 35), both specialists in migration studies, they use the 

concept”racialization”. Many social scientists are using it nowadays. It means that ”a range of 

social or political problems are ”natural” consequence of certain ascribed physical or cultural 

characteristics of minority groups”. There are various forms of discrimination in our society 

which is associate with diversity of different groups (ethnic, race, gender etc.) in every society or 

country. However, in this study I focus on the concept of racial discrimination. Clint C Wilson II 

and Felix Gutierrez (1985:20), both scholars in the fields of journalism and mass 

communication, state that most countries of the world have religious, racial, ethnic minority 

groups within their boundaries. These different minorities are often a product of migration that 

occurs many years ago in host countries. However the treatment of members of these groups 

varies from country to country, depending on the political and economic systems of the country.   

Rebecca M. Blank, Marilyn Dabady and Constance F. Citro (2004: 39) in their report, Measuring 

Racial Discrimination, use a social science definition of racial discrimination with two 

components: (1) differential treatment on the basis of race that disadvantages a racial group and 

(2) treatment on the basis of inadequately justified factors other than race that disadvantages a 

racial group. This way of treating people differently in society on the basis of their race is called 

racism. Castles and Miller (ibid) point out that racism towards certain group is to be found in 

almost all immigrated countries. Erna Appelt, a professor of political science and Monika 

Jarosch  (2000:6) define racism in their book, Combating Racial Discrimination as followed: 

“Racism will be regarded as pattern of thinking and pattern of perception of the members of 

dominant groups which characterize members of non-dominant groups as different or inferior on 

basis of real or imagined physical or other characteristics, intending to legitimate inferior 

treatment, exclusion or violence against, or exploitation of members of non-dominant groups  

2.3.1 Race in media 
 
 Stephanie Greco Larson (2006: 14) states that media are the principal sources of information 

about the world outside our private sphere. They teach us to make sense of the social things by 

frequently showing us certain types of people in certain types of role. These patterns encourage 

us to see others and ourselves in a certain way. We learn who and what to value and who and 

what to dismiss and this influences how we treat each other.  Moreover, Stuart Hall (in Dines, 
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Gail & Humez, Jean M. 1995:20) argues that the media construct for us a definition of what race 

is, what meaning the imagery of race carries, and what the problem of race is understood to be. 

They help to classify out the world in terms of racial categories. Stuart Hall (ibid) explains that 

media are not only a powerful source of ideas about race. They are also one place where these 

ideas are articulated, worked on, transformed and elaborated.  Furthermore, John Downing, a 

scholar in the fields of media studies and Charles Husbands (2005:9) explain that mass media as 

institutions give an organizational framework within which individuals interact in the context of 

set roles and established power hierarchies. Consequently, the mass media provide a site within 

which individual’s life opportunities may be constrained by the practical expression of racial 

ideologies in the form of racial discrimination. According to Stephanie Greco Larson (2006:84-

85) exclusion, stereotyping and themes that mask racism and celebrate a dominant ideology are 

found in the news as well as entertainment communication. There are many criteria that may lead 

to biased over racial minorities in news coverage. Here are some criteria that play a key role in 

news coverage according to Greco Larson: - The newsworthiness criteria of conflict and 

familiarity encourage repetitive, negative stereotyping of minorities; - Restricted time and 

resources push coverage toward the easy stories, those that are simple to get and tell. The 

resulting news coverage becomes repetitive and oversimplified, with minorities playing the same 

role.  

2.3.2 Race Directive 
 
 In order to fight against discrimination of minorities which could occur within European Union, 

the Race Directive was adopted by the European Council of Ministers on the 29th of June 2000. 

Dimitrina Petrova ( in Fernne Brennan 2001:62), an Executive Director of the European Roma 

Rights Centre in Budapest argues that  the high priority of the Race Directive within the member 

States of the European Union, is to put into effect the principle of ‘equal treatment’ in their 

domestic laws, regulations and administrative provisions. This way, the Race Directive’s task is 

to be an instrument that offers a minimum protection for victims of racial or ethnic 

discrimination. In other words, with the existence of Race Directive, any European Union citizen 

belonging to a minority (regardless of her/his origin or race) should feel protected from any kind 

of racial or ethnic discrimination.     
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3. Methods and materials 
 
There are multiple ways of analyzing the news story structure. According to Allan Bell (1998-

65), stories are central to human nature as well as to the news media. Bell states that journalists 

do not write articles but they do write stories with structure, order, viewpoint and values. In this 

way, the daily events of our societies are expressed in the stories we are told in the media. The 

texts of news stories are in the centre in order to make a deep analysis of any kind. News texts 

from the French newspaper, Le Monde and the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter from 16th of 

July to 19th of September 2010 are the basis of this study.  I choose to compare the story of the 

issue around Roma in France in a French newspaper, since France is the country where the story 

takes its origin and because I understand French. Sweden is chosen not just because I live here 

and understand Swedish but it is also because Sweden is a part of the European Union and there 

is a minority of Roma people who is established and living here since many years ago. The 

knowledge and understanding of both languages procured me the ability of making the analysis 

in both newspapers. 

In order to find answers to my research questions I have chosen to apply two methods, a simple 

quantitative content analysis and a critical discourse analysis. The use of mixed methods is 

fruitful in order to analyze different news texts and get answers for my research questions. They 

are helpful while looking at the differences and similarities in the way French and Swedish 

newspapers portrayed the issue of Roma in France. The use of quantitative content analysis and 

critical discourse analysis allows me to know which voices are present and which one are 

missing. Moreover, the categorization is helpful in order to know the discourse around Roma and 

the main actors who were involved in the issue besides Roma people. Who are they and which 

position/status they occupy in French politics or outside of France? Also, which side different 

actors took (against or for the new policy regarding Roma’s expulsion)? 

 

The media material that are the basis of this study are all articles about Roma’s expulsion in 

France that was reported from 16th of July 2010 to 19th of September 2010 in the French 

newspaper, Le Monde (22 articles) and the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter (11 articles). 

The choice of the newspaper, Le Monde is made because it is one of the three major French 

newspapers along with “Le Figaro and “Libération”. Furthermore, Le Monde is a daily French 
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newspaper which is most read outside of France9. It generally maintains a moderate to centre-left 

editorial view10. The Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter has the largest circulation of Swedish 

Daily newspapers and is one of the influential newspapers in Sweden. In general, it follows a 

liberal policy politically11. 

3.1 Content Analysis 
 
According to Kimberly A. Neuendorf (2002), the method of content analysis has a history of 

more than fifty years of use in communication, journalism, sociology, psychology and business. 

Moreover, its application has reached such distant areas as law and health care. The method of 

content analysis is based on counting the frequency of different categories and then the analysis 

of those frequencies. I use a content analysis in this study in order to establish different 

categories of actors that appear in all studied news texts. I conduct manually a statistical analysis 

by counting how frequent different actors and sources are mentioned in the studied news articles. 

Who are they and how often do they occur in the studied texts from 16th of July 2010 to 19th of 

September 2010? 

Berelson (1952) defines content analysis as “a research technique for the objective, systematic 

and quantitative description of the manifest content of communication” (Richardson 2007:16). 

Regarding the systematic quantification of communication, Berelson accentuates that content 

analysis “proceeds in terms of what is said and not in terms of why the content is like that, for 

example the motives or how people reacts etc.” In other words, content analysis focuses on what 

is in the text (the manifest content) and not other contextual factors exterior of it such as social 

relationships for example. This can be considered as one of the weakness of the method.    

 

Klaus Krippendorf (2 004:21-22) points out that in the process of content analysis, texts ( printed 

matter, recorded speech, visual communications, etc) are the basis of the most content analysts. 

However, Krippendorf emphasizes that the content analyst must acknowledge that he is not the 

only one who is reading this texts. All texts are produced and read by others and are expected to 

be meaningful to them, not just to the analyst. Krippendorf (2004:18-19) continues arguing that 

                                                 
9 http://about-france.com/french-newspapers.htm 
10http://www.mondotimes.com/1/world/fr/80/3398/8425 
11 http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/149635/Dagens-Nyheter 
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content analysis as a scientific tool and research technique procures new insights and allow to the 

researcher to understand more about a particular phenomena. Replicability is the most important 

form of reliability. It means that researchers, while applying the same technique to the same data, 

they should get the same result no matter the circumstances. In order to ensure that my coding 

and counting of the frequency of different actors in each category in both studied newspapers is 

correct and can be conducted independently by someone else and get the same results, I asked 

someone to go through the same articles as I did and do the counting after me. In this way, I was 

sure that the counting of frequency was right and that I did not miss anything which is significant 

for the content analysis. As Berelson (cited in Richardson 2007:18) argues, the content analysis 

assumes that “the quantitative description of communication content is meaningful”. According 

to Richardson (2007:18), this means that the frequency of occurrence of several different features 

of content is itself an essential factor in the communication process. Richardson continues 

arguing that if a word is used 20 times in one newspaper and only twice in a different newspaper, 

this is of significant. According to Richardson (2007:237), this mean that the words, phrases, 

themes, actors etc. mentioned most often in an analysed sample of texts are those that reflect the 

most aspects of these texts. This perspective is helpful for me while analysing the statistical 

result in the different tables from the French newspaper, Le Monde and the Swedish newspaper, 

Dagens Nyheter.  

 

According to Slater (as cited in Rose 2007:65), the classic content analysis relies on the structure 

of categories used in the coding process. The categories should only describe what is “really” in 

the text since the studied texts need coding. The used coding categories must have a number of 

characteristics regardless of their accepted status as descriptive or interpretive. The coding in 

content analysis must be completely unambiguous. They must be so clearly defined that different 

researchers at different times using the same categories would code the images/texts in exactly 

the same way in order to make the coding process replicable (Rose 2007: 68). In other words, the 

coded categories have to be done without any mistakes. However, I believe that the coding is not 

an easy process since a lot can happen during the coding. Some significant aspect of a text could 

be left out while the analyst is dividing its material. Moreover, as John E. Richardson (2007:17) 

argues that regardless of the apparently “straightforward” character of the type of questions that 

the researcher wants to ask, some will unavoidably produce different “readings” of meaning and 
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consequently potentially different coding. However, it is considerable and essential to keep the 

coded categories unambiguous as much as possible for the replicability and reliability of the 

research. Regarding the analysis of the material in this paper, the count of frequency of actors in 

each category is done manually. I look on the different actors who are involved in the Roma’s 

issue, which position/status they occupy in French politics or outside of France and how many 

times they are mentioned. In the first part of the analysis of actors, I focus on the space they got 

in the studied news articles regardless if they are active or passive. However, in the second part 

of the content analysis, I look on the space that different sources got from the different 

journalists in their reports. Sources are part of the main categories of actors. I call them “sources” 

because they were those whom the journalists referred to and quoted while reporting the Roma’s 

issue in France. Their activity (passive or active) relies on the discourse that different sources 

used. Bruce Garrison (1992:72) argues that it is significant for the journalists to find the “best 

possible” source or sources for the story. This means “the most appropriate, the best informed, 

and thus the most credible”. Moreover, Brian S. Brooks, George Kennedy, Darlyl R. Moen and 

Don Ranly (1992:137) argue that it is important to name the sources in order to make the 

information more credible. To conclude this chapter, it is significant to point that the strength of 

using the quantitative content analysis is that it is a method which helps to capture a sense of 

patterns or frequencies of meaning a cross a large sample of texts (Richardson 2007:21).  

 

3.2 Critical Discourse Analysis 
 
According to Peter Garrett and Allan Bell (1998: 8), the approach of Critical Discourse Analysis 

(CDA) is the origin of a great number of researches into the media discourse during the 1980s 

and 1990s and it has become the standard framework when it comes to study media texts within 

European linguistics and discourse studies. The method was developed principally by Norman 

Fairclough in the late 1980s (as cited Jensen 2002:106). I choose to carry out a Critical Discourse 

Analysis on news texts in order to establish how Roma people’s issue is portrayed in French 

newspaper, Le Monde and in Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter since the death of a young 

Roma on 16th of July 2010 until 19th of September, four weeks after the mass expulsion. 

Moreover, the method is helpful to get answers to my second research question.          
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The discourse analysis as a method is too big and complex to cover all concepts or theories while 

analysing a text. I focus on theories about power, ideology and racial discrimination and the 

dimension of the analysis of texts at linguistic level. Schroder (as cited in Jensen 2 002:108) 

argues that the limitation of the method is that there are few researches regarding empirically 

studies about audiences and other social agents. More focus has been put on linguistic analysis of 

texts. However, the mentioned theories (and the theory of hegemony which is not focused on in 

my study) are significant for the critical discourse analysis since they play a role in producing 

and reproducing inequalities (Richardson 2007:26). Moreover, John E. Richardson (ibid) argues 

that critical discourse analysis “seeks to have an effect on social practice and social relations, 

particularly on relationships of disempowerment, dominance, prejudice and/or discrimination”.  

I find interesting to analyze which kind of social relations relate to different actors’ discourse in 

both studied newspapers. As one can see, the issue around Roma people’ expulsion from France 

is in the focus of this study. In critical discourse analysis, it is normal to focus on how particular 

phenomena are presented (Krippendorf 2004:16). One of Krippendorf’ (ibid) examples among 

discourse analyst is Van Dijk (1991) with study regarding manifestation of racism in the press: 

how minorities appear, how ethnic conflicts are described, and how stereotypes permeate given 

accounts.  Moreover, Richardson (2007:237) states that critical discourse analysis is interested in 

social problems such as dominance, power, abuse, discrimination (racist, sexist, nationalist, 

ethicist, etc). That is why I find this method especially appropriate for my study about Roma’s 

issue in France, and it is on the same line as Van Dijk’s writings about minorities in the media. 

The text of the news is central when making a discourse analysis of news stories. Discourse is a 

concept with a broad meaning and can illustrate a spoken or written language use, visual images 

and non-verbal communication. The text may be written or spoken, and oral texts may be just 

spoken (radio) or spoken and visual (television). Discourse is statements which give us 

knowledge about a subject. According to Rose (2 007:142), discourse is a particular knowledge 

about the world. This particular knowledge shapes how the world is understood and how things 

are done in it. Titscher (as cited in Richardson 2007:27) emphasizes that” discourses are 

historical and can only be understood in relation to their context”.  Moreover, John E. 

Richardson (ibid) argues that critical discourse analysis scrutinizes, and intends to show “a 

relationship between the text and its social conditions, ideologies and power-relations”. 

Furthermore, the concept of intertextuality is essential to the Fairclough’s model of critical 
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discourse analysis (Richardson 2007:100). The concept implies that all text must be understood 

in relation to other texts and in relation to the social context. 

 

For this study, the Critical discourse analysis method helps me to understand more about what 

the news texts actually say or do not say. Moreover, it helps me to look at the different aspects of 

the news presented in the studied texts. The method is suitable while making a comparative 

discourse analysis and finding similarities and differences in studied news articles in both 

newspapers.  According to John E. Richardson (2007:37), Norman Fairclough’s model of critical 

discourse analysis offers a more accessible method of doing CDA.  Fairclough (as cited in Jensen 

2 002:106) argues that the analysis of texts follows three dimensions: firstly the analysis of texts 

at linguistic level, secondly the discourse practices which involves the processes of media texts 

production and consumption and thirdly the socioculture practice. Richardson (ibid) supports 

Fairclough’s model by stating that it is much better to start with the text itself and then 

progressively include more complex discursive and social practices. Norman Fairclough 

(1995:57) emphasizes that the analysis of texts follows the traditional forms of linguistic analysis 

which involves the analysis of vocabulary and semantics, the grammar of sentences, smaller 

units, the sound system and writing system. Moreover, it includes analysis of textual 

organization above the sentence, the ways in which sentences are connected together (cohesion). 

Richardson (2007:47) argues all types of words used in a newspaper text, mostly nouns, 

adjectives, verbs and adverbs carry connoted in addition to denoted meanings. Which words, 

adjectives, nouns, verbs etc. are used by the journalists in studied news articles? What are their 

meanings? As Schroder points out “the linguistic choices can be made by journalist at will, but 

instead that these choices articulate and enact social power in practice (as cited in Jensen 

2 002:105)”.  

One of my research questions in this study is to find out who the different actors are in the 

Roma’s issue in France. The use of critical discourse analysis helps me to identify the main 

categories of actors that appear in both newspapers during the studied period. Norman 

Fairclough (as cited in Allan & Peter 1998:148) emphasizes the importance of identifying the 

main categories of actors that figure in mass media politics. There are different categories, for 

example Professional politicians, journalists, the category of experts (political analysts, academic 

political scientists, etc.), people who are politicians but in non-traditional sense (ecologists or 
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animal rights activists), economic agents (employers, trade unionists) and the category of 

ordinary people. According to Richardson (2007:49), the manner in which people are named in 

news discourse can have an important impact on the way in which they are viewed. I think that 

this is true because people do have different identities and roles in the society. Moreover, to 

categorize people creates connotations, which may be related to power/powerless, ideology or 

discrimination. To conclude this chapter, I would say that the strengths of using critical discourse 

analysis as a method is that it allows a scholar to understand more than what a text actually says, 

to discover what a text say or does not say and to look at the different aspects of news texts. 

However, this method relies on the interpretation of texts. This can be a drawback when one 

looses his/her objectivity during the analysis process. The individual’s background and 

conception of how things should be can have an impact on how we interpret a story or a 

situation. 

 

4. Results and analysis 

4.1 Quantitative analysis – findings 
 
In this chapter, I present and discuss the results of my quantitative analysis. I establish different 

categories in eight tables in order to answer to my first research question and make possible the 

quantitative content analysis. These categories comprise different actors who were involved in 

the Roma’s issue in France. The objective is to understand who the actors were and which space 

they got in the studied newspapers. I manually conduct a statistical analysis by counting how 

frequently they are mentioned in the studied news texts from 16th of July 2010 to 19th of 

September 2010? The purpose of counting the actors is to look if there was some reporting 

balance in how the two studied newspapers presented the issue around Roma people. As I 

already mentioned, Stephanie Greco Larson (2006:85-86) states that fairness and balance in 

news coverage is reached only when the issue is defined as two sided. However, the legitimate 

groups are those who often get more public attention. Reporters rely on official sources because 

they are considered as credible and important. Moreover, in time of conflicts, the dominants and 

the dominated are not presented under the same conditions. Stephanie Greco Larson talks about 

the United States however I want to find out if her statement is applicable or not for my case 

study. 
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4.1.1 Actors  
 
Table 1: French newspaper, Le Monde: different actors and their frequency (469) (see 

appendix 1) 

Table 1 shows the results of the frequency of appearance of different actors in the French 

newspaper, Le Monde. It comprises seven categories; the first one includes the French 

government who is in conflict with Roma people. This group is made of different French 

authorities at different levels (from the French president to Mayors of different municipalities 

and security officers). The second category is the Roma people who are the origin of this issue. 

This category includes Roma people as a community and different names of Roma people who 

were mentioned. The third category consists of several European officials and the fourth consists 

of activists. The latter category comprises different representatives of human rights organisations 

and Roma associations. These last two categories are actors who are defending the Roma 

people’s right as a minority and as European citizens. The fifth category consists of different 

European countries and European heads of states who participated in debate around Roma issue. 

The sixth category comprises the Romanian government (the Romanian President, the Prime 

Minister and other ministers). The last category comprises catholic religious authorities.  

Articles per 

month 

French 

government  

people 

Roma 

European 

Union 

Officials 

Activists EU 

countries 

/heads of 

states 

Romanian 

government 

Catholic 

Religious 

authorities 

Total 

July: 7 

articles 
91 64 1 4 0 0 0 160 

August: 9 

articles 
57 53 7 17 3 8 10 155 

September: 

6 articles 
69 27 33 4 16 4 1 154 

Total 217 144 41 25 19 12 11 469 

 

The statistical result in the table 1 shows that the French government is mentioned 217 times out 

of the total 469 (46%) and Roma people are mentioned 144 times out of the total 469 (31%). 

From this result, one can see that there is a remarkable difference on how the French newspaper 
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has given space and attention to these two actors. Regarding how frequent the European officials 

appeared in the French newspapers, the table shows that they were mentioned 41 times out of the 

total 469 (9%) and mostly during September 2010.  This means that the European officials 

reacted some time after when several Roma were expelled from France. However, the situation is 

different for the activists (25 times out of the total 469 = 5%), the Romanian government (12 

times of the total 469 = 12%) and the catholic religious authorities (11 times of the total 469 = 

2%). They were mostly mentioned during august 2010, when a large number of Roma people 

were expelled out from France. Regarding the frequency of the European countries and European 

heads of states, the table shows that they were mostly mentioned during September 2010 when 

several conferences were held within the European Union. 

Table 2: Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter: different actors and their frequency (213) 

(see appendix 3) 

The second table in the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter is made of six categories. The 

differences between table 1 and table 2 rely on actors that the different journalists focused on 

during the reporting. Some actors who are in the French newspaper, Le Monde are missing in 

Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter and vice versa. Comparing table 2 with the table 1, the 

categories which include actors who represent the Romanian government and the catholic 

religious authorities are missing in the table 2. Moreover, an actor who represents the Bulgarian 

government is mentioned in Dagens Nyheter and not in Le Monde. 

Articles per month Roma 

people 

French 

government 

European Union 

Officials 

Activists EU heads of  

states 

Bulgarian 

government 
Total 

July: 1 article 9 15 0 6 0 0 30 

August: 3 

articles 
25 16 1 4 4 0 50 

September: 7 

articles 
46 30 32 18 6 1 133 

Total 80 61 33 28 10 1 213 

 

Table 2 shows the results of the frequency of actors in each category in the Swedish newspaper, 

Dagens Nyheter.  From 16th of July 2010 to 19th of September 2010, the statistical result shows 
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that Roma people are mentioned 80 times out of the total 213 (38%).  The second actor who was 

mostly mentioned after Roma people is the French government (61 times out of the total 213 = 

29%).  Regarding the European officials as in the French newspapers, Le Monde, they come in 

the third place with a frequency of 33 times out of the total 213 (15%). They are mentioned 

mostly in both newspapers during September 2010. As I already argued, it is a sign that 

European officials reacted some time after several Roma were evicted from France. The fourth 

category includes Activists who are mentioned 28 times out of the total 213 (13%). Contrary to 

Le Monde, they are mostly mentioned during September 2010. The fifth category includes 

European heads of states. They are mentioned 10 times out of the total 217 (5%). The last 

category is the Bulgarian government which is just mentioned one time. 

Table 3:  French newspaper, Le Monde: French government (217) (see appendix 1)  

I establish the table 3 in order to illustrate the different members of the French government who 

are mostly mentioned in the studied French newspaper, Le Monde (From 16th of July 2010 to 19th 

of September 2010).  Here, the category “others” comprises as well different names of some 

members of the French government but they do not occupy a higher position as those mentioned 

in the table. The difference with the other members presented, is that they were just mentioned a 

few times in studied news articles. 

Months President 

Sarkozy 

French 

security 

officers 

Pierre 

Lellouche, 

secretary of 

State in France 

Brice 

Hortefeux, 

minister of 

Interior 

Eric Besson, 

minister of 

Immigration 

Francois 

Fillon, 

French prime 

minister 

Others Total 

July 13 54 0 12 2 2 8 91 

August 13 2 13 10 5 9 5 57 

September 32 0 12 0 15 3 7 69 

Total 58 56 25 22 22 14 20 217 

 

The table 3 shows that the French president is the one who is mostly mentioned from the French 

authorities, 58 times out of the total 217 (27%). What is interesting while doing the analysis is to 

find out that French security officers are almost mentioned at the same frequency as the French 

president (56 times out of the total the 217 = 26%). Teun A. Van Dijk (1998:162) argues that to 
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make others act as one wishes may require resources with physical or institutional 

(police/military) force.  French security officers were mostly mentioned during July 2010.  This 

is the time when two young Roma were killed by two French gendarmes and when the French 

government started the demolition of Roma’s illegal camps and afterwards most of them were 

expelled from France. However, security officers were just mentioned twice during August 2010 

and during September 2010 they were not mentioned at all. The third actor who played a role in 

the issue around Roma people is the French Secretary of State, Pierre Lellouche (25 times out of 

the total 217 = 12%). The fourth and fifth actors are the Minister of Immigration and the Minister 

of Interior who have the same frequency (22 times out of the total 217 = 10%). That means that 

both of them got the same attention from the French newspaper, Le Monde.  

Table 4: Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter: French government (61) (see appendix 3) 

I establish the table 4 in order to show the different members of the French government who are 

mostly mentioned in the studied Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter (From 16th of July 2010 to 

19th of September 2010). As in the table 3, the category “others” is made of the French 

government’ members who were just mentioned a few times in studied news articles. 

Months President 

Sarkozy 

French 

government 

French 

security 

officers 

Eric Besson, 

minister of 

immigration 

Brice 

Hortefeux, 

minister of 

Interior 

Pierre 

Lellouche, 

secretary of 

State in 

France 

Francois 

Fillon, 

French 

prime 

minister 

Others Total 

July 5 6 1 0 1 0 0 2 15 

August 4 1 2 0 2 0 0 7 16 

September 15 2 2 3 0 1 0 7 30 

Total 24 9 5 3 3 1 0 16 61 

 

As in the newspaper, Le Monde (see table 3), the table illustrate that the French president is the 

one who is mostly mentioned among the French authorities, 24 times out of the total 61 (39%). 

Comparing with Le Monde, it is a significant difference of frequency of 12 %. In table 3 and 4, 

the results show that the French President was the most significant person in the issue around 

Roma in France. However, the French prime minister is not mentioned at all. The French 
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government is mentioned 9 times out of the total 61 (15%). Regarding how frequent the French 

security officers appeared in the Swedish newspaper, the table shows that they were only 

mentioned 5 times out of the total 61 (8%). Each month, the frequency is almost the same (July: 

2%, August: 3% and September: 3%). Comparing with the French newspaper, Le Monde, I see 

that there is a significant difference of frequency of 18%. This means that during the studied 

period, the French security officers got less attention in Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter 

than in French newspaper, Le Monde. The Minister of Immigration and the Minister of Interior 

have the same frequency (3 times out of the total 217 = 5%). This indicates that both actors got 

the same attention from the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter. However, in Le Monde, the 

latter actors got double attention (22 times out of the total 217 = 10%). Pierre Lellouche, the 

secretary of State in France is mentioned 1 time out of the total 61 (2 %). However, in Le Monde, 

Lellouche got more space, 25 times out of the total 217 = 12%.   

To conclude, I can say that the statistical result in the four tables is helpful in order to get 

answers to my first research question which is: Who are the different actors in the Roma’s issue 

in France and how much do they appear in the French newspaper, Le Monde and in the Swedish 

newspaper, Dagens Nyheter from16th of July 2010 to 19th of September 2010? What this content 

analysis’s result reveals about power relation between the different actors? The different table 

shows who were the actors involved in the Roma’s issue. The first and the second tables show 

that the French government, Roma people and European Union officials are the main actors in 

the issue around Roma people. It is understandable since the issue started between the French 

government and Roma people and then evolved to be a European issue. The statistical result 

shows that the French government is over presented in the French news covered by Le Monde. It 

is clear that Roma people as the second actor are not presented under the same conditions as the 

French government.  According to Teun A. Van Dijk (1998:162-163), the access to public 

discourse and media are the fundamental resources to control the minds and indirectly the actions 

of others. This means that the access to media gives to the French government the possibility to 

legitimize their actions while the voices of Roma people are not heard. However, regarding the 

statistical result in the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter, is Roma people who are the main 

actor with 38 % of the space in news coverage. The second one is the French government with 

29 % and the European Union officials with 15 %.  Here, contrary to the French newspaper, Le 
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Monde, it is Roma people who are over represented. However, in Le Monde, the difference is 15 

% while in Dagens Nyheter, it is 9 %. The European Union officials as in the French 

newspapers, Le Monde, they come in the third place with a frequency of 33 times out of the total 

213 (15%). This difference of frequency is important and this it what Richardson (2007:18) is 

arguing by saying that if a word is used 20 times in one newspaper and only twice in a different 

newspaper, this is of significance. This perspective has been helpful for me while analysing the 

statistical result in the different tables from the French newspaper, Le Monde and the Swedish 

newspaper, Dagens Nyheter. 

4.1.2 Sources  
 
Table 5: French newspaper, Le Monde: Sources: (174) (see appendix 2) 

Months French 

authorities  

Activists European 

Union 

officials 

European 

chiefs states 

Roma 

people 

Romanian 

authorities 

Others Total 

July 41 4 1 0 7 0 2 55 

August 24 16 5 1 3 5 4 58 

September 30 4 10 13 0 1 3 61 

Total 95 24 16 14 10 6 9 174 

 

The table 5 illustrates seven categories that were quoted or referenced by Le Monde as sources. 

From 16th of July 2010 to 19th of September 2010, the statistical result shows that the French 

authorities are mentioned 95 times out of 174 (55 %). This means that they were most used as 

sources by Le Monde. Even if by looking at table 5, it is clear that French authorities dominated 

as sources in July, August and September.  The category of activists is mentioned as sources 24 

times out of the total 24=14%. They were most used as sources in August. The third category of 

European Union officials is used as sources 16 times out of 174 (9%). They appeared most as 

sources in September. It is the time when the activists were less mentioned as sources. The forth 

category of European chiefs of states is mentioned as sources 14 times out of 174 (8%). They 

were most used as sources in September when there were several conferences around the Roma’s 

issue. The category of Roma people came on fifth place as sources, 10 times out of 174 (6%). 
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This frequency shows that they have not been used as sources as they should since it was them 

who were the centre of the issue. In September, they were not quoted or referred at all. I could 

think that it is because the conflict is already escalated to be between the French government and 

the European Union officials. The Romanian authorities as sources were used 6 times out of 174 

(3%). Apparently, they were not that important as sources for Le Monde even if it was their 

citizens who were in the focus of the issue. The last category is a group of people who were used 

just few times (9 times out of 174=5%). 

Table 6: Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter: Sources (82) (see appendix 4) 

Months French 

authorities 

European 

Union 

officials 

Activists Roma 

people 

European 

chiefs states 

Romanian 

authorities 

Others Total 

July 7 0 4 0 0 0 0 11 

August 9 0 4 1 4 0 1 19 

September 10 19 11 10 1 1 0 52 

Total 26 19 19 11 5 1 1 82 

 

Table 6 shows seven categories that were quoted or referred by Dagens Nyheter as sources 

during the studied period.  As in Le Monde, The statistical result shows that the French 

authorities are the most used as sources (26 times out of 82 =32%). However, it is a difference of 

23% if one compare with Le Monde. The categories of European Union officials and Activists 

have the same frequency, 19 times out of 82 (23%). Both were important at the same level. The 

category of Roma is mentioned 11 times out of 82 (13%) as sources (the frequency is twice more 

than in Le Monde). Contrary to the French newspaper, Le Monde, they were most used as 

sources in September. European chiefs of states were mentioned 5 times out of 82 (6%). 

Romanian authorities and the category of others were each just mentioned as sources one time 

out of 82 (1%) in Dagens Nyheter. This illustrates that people in both last categories were not 

that significant as sources for the Swedish Newspaper, Dagens Nyheter. 
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Table 7: French newspaper, Le Monde: French authorities (95)  

Months For the new policy Against the new policy Neutral Total 

July 20 2 19 41 

August 23 0 1 24 

September 28 2 0 30 

Total 71 4 20 95 

  

Table 7 shows how frequent the French authorities’ members (for, against and neutral regarding 

the new policy) were used as sources in the French Newspaper, Le Monde. The statistical result 

illustrates that those who are for the new policy of expelling Roma people from France are 

mentioned as sources 71 times out of the total 95 (75%). Those who are against it, are mentioned 

4 times out of the total (4%) and those who are neutral are mentioned 20 times out of the total 95 

(21%)  

Table 8: Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter: French authorities (26) 

Frequency For the new policy Against the new policy Neutral 

July 5 2 0 

August 2 7 0 

September 3 6 1 

Total 10 15 1 

 

Table 8 illustrates the results of the frequency of those among French authorities who were for, 

against and neutral regarding the new French policy. The statistical result shows that those who 

are for the new policy are mentioned as sources 10 times out of the total 26 (38%), those who are 

against, 15 times out of the total 26 (58%) and those who are neutral, one time out of the total 26 

(4%). 

To conclude, I can say that the statistical result in Table 5 and 6 show that in both newspapers, 

official sources have dominated the reporting. In Le Monde, French authorities, European Union 

officials and European chiefs of states are the most mentioned as sources. Roma people came 

29 
 



only at the fifth place. And in Dagens Nyheter, the result is almost the same: French authorities 

are the first sources, European Union officials are the second, activist are the third and finally 

Roma people are the fourth. This statistical result confirms what Stephanie Greco Larson 

(2006:85-86) argued that reporters rely on official sources because they are considered as 

credible and important. Moreover, she pointed out that in time of conflicts, the dominants and the 

dominated are not presented under the same conditions. I agree with her statement since there is 

a significant difference of frequency (in Le Monde) between the French authorities (the 

dominants with 55%) and Roma people (the dominated with 6%).  Even, in Dagens Nyheter, 

there is a frequency difference of 19% between French authorities (the dominants with 32%) and 

Roma people (the dominated with 13%). Even though, Stephanie Greco Larson talks about the 

United States, the statistical result shows that her theory is also applicable to this study.                                        

The tables 7 and 8 are about how often the sources within French authorities are mentioned for, 

against and neutral about the new policy on Roma people. In the table 1 (Le Monde), it was 

interesting to see that there is a considerable difference of frequency (66 %) between those who 

are for and those who are against the new policy (for = 75% and against = 4 %). This result can 

imply that French journalists (in Le Monde) are biased and their neutrality in this issue can be 

questioned.  Contrary to Le Monde, in Dagens Nyheter the frequency of those who are for is 38 

% and those who are against it, is 58% (a difference of 20%).  Stephanie Greco Larson (ibid) 

states that fairness and balance in news coverage is reached only when the issue is defined as two 

sided. In theory this perspective is the ideal way of making news coverage fair and neutral. 

However, after my analysis, it seems difficult to journalists to cover an event as two sided, 

especially in time of conflicts.  

After my content analysis of the eight tables, it is clear that the quantitative analysis reveals that 

the issue around Roma involved actors with power (at status level) in opposite to Roma who are 

just ordinary people. The space in the news coverage that French government officials and other 

official sources got put them in the position of visible actors (used more by different journalists 

as references) in contrast of Roma people who were less visible (and less quoted by the 

journalists). It is a relationship between people who are powerful (with access to the public 

discourse and media) and those who are powerless. Regarding this kind of situation, Tuchman 

30 
 



(cited in Rosa Caldas Coulthard & Coulthard 1996:93) explains that most journalists are known 

to routinely prefer institutional sources since they are considered as credible and important and 

generally find minorities less credible. Consequently, the limited access of the minority speakers 

to journalists is one of the reasons that they are less quoted than official sources. 

4.2 Critical Discourse analysis – findings 
 
I carry out a critical discourse analysis in order to establish how the main sources used the 

discourses of power, ideology and racial discrimination in the French newspaper, Le Monde and 

the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter from 16th of July to 19th of September 2010. My 

discourse analysis relies on the dimension of analysing news texts at a linguistic level and on the 

three mentioned theories. I start this analysis by identifying the main categories of actors that 

appear in all studied news texts. According to Norman Fairclough (as cited in Allan & Peter 

1998: 148), it is important to identify the main categories of actors in mass media since they are 

significant in the process of news reporting. Fairclough (ibid) presents six different categories of 

actors; journalists, professional politicians, experts, people who are politicians but in a non-

traditional sense, economic agents and ordinary people. In my analysis, five of the six categories 

of actors can be found. Only the category of economic agents does not appear in both 

newspapers. These different actors as presented by both newspapers have played different roles 

in the issue around Roma people. Basically, some actors were more active in this issue that 

others due to the fact that they occupy different social and political positions in and outside of 

France. 

4.2.1 The main categories of actors 
 

French newspaper, Le Monde 

The first category consists of journalists in the newspaper Le Monde who reported the event 

around Roma people from 16th of July until 19th of September 2010.  Six of the twenty two 

articles are written by what the French media call “envoyé special (special reporters)”. 

Moreover, seven of the twenty two articles are written by correspondents. It means that more 

than half of the studied articles are written by journalists who are stationed where the event they 
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are reporting about is occurring: Paris, other municipalities in France and abroad (Bucharest, 

Brussels, and Geneva). Le Monde‘s special reporters and correspondents contribute to the 

newspaper’s reporting by gathering as much facts as possible for the issue around Roma in 

France. In all studied articles, journalists are appearing as individuals while describing the issue. 

The second actors are ordinary people, Roma people who are the focus in this issue. They are a 

group of people who are declared unwanted in France by the French government.  They are 

evicted from France and are presented in different angles depending on actors that describe them 

and the situation around them. They can be considered as passive actors since they do not have 

enough possibility to influence what is happening to them. 

For the names of different actors of the third, fourth and fifth categories (see appendix 5). 

The third category is actors who are professional politicians in and out of France who were or 

became involved in the issue around Roma people in France. This category can be divided in 

four groups: the first group consists of actors who represent the French government; the second 

group includes different actors who represent the Romanian government. This group is 

mentioned because most of the Roma people who were deported from France come originally 

from Romania. The third group involves professional politicians in Europe such as; the Belgian 

Secretary of State, the Italian Interior Minister , the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs, the 

German Chancellor, the Italian Prime Minister and the Prime Minister of Luxembourg. The last 

group in this category consists of several European Union officials. Like the fourth category 

(activists) they condemned and criticized the expulsion of Roma people by the French 

government.   

The fourth category of actors are people who are politicians but in a non-traditional sense. This 

category includes various activists in and out of France (Romania) who raised their voices in 

order to denounce the French government discrimination of Roma people.                                                             
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The fifth category includes other actors who are experts in issues around racial discrimination 

and racial equality (two experts in Committee of the Elimination of Racial Discrimination of UN 

(CERD)12. 

Swedish newspaper Dagens Nyheter 

 I present different main categories of actors as I did in the news articles from Le Monde. 

Afterwards, I analyse the differences and similarities about the different categories in both 

newspapers.                       

The first category includes different journalists working for Dagens Nyheter and who reported 

the issue around Roma people from 16th of July until 19th of September 2010. Eight of the eleven 

articles are written by one Swedish journalist called Ingrid Hedström who is Dagens Nyheter’s 

correspondent in France. What is interesting in the articles is that she is hiding behind the name 

of the newspaper. During the reporting of several interviews, she uses the name of the 

newspaper. She is not appearing as an individual journalist who is reporting an event but she is 

hiding behind the institution of Dagens Nyheter.                                                             

The second category consists of Roma people, who are actors that can be characterized as 

ordinary people during the studied period. Roma people and their situation in France are in the 

focus for journalists reporting in the Swedish newspapers, Dagens Nyheter. As in the French 

newspaper, they are a group of people who are expelled from France because they are unwanted 

by the French authorities. As presented in Le Monde, they are also passive actors here as well. 

For the names of different actors of the third, fourth and fifth categories (see appendix 5). 

The third category comprises actors who are professional politicians in and out of France. The 

first group includes the main French politicians who were actively involved in the Roma 

people’s issue. These actors are: the French President, the Minister of Interior, the Minister of 

Immigration and the Secretary of State. The second group is made of actors who represent the 

Bulgarian government. In this group, only the Bulgarian President is mentioned. The third group 

                                                 
12 http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/ 
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consists of professional politicians’ actors in Europe such as: the Italian Minister of Interior and 

Prime minister, the German Chancellor and Foreign Minister. The fourth group in this category 

comprises several actors who are European Union officials. They condemned the French new 

policy against Roma people.   

The fourth category of actors are people who are politicians but in a non-traditional sense. This 

category consists of various activists and other groups that raised their voices in order to 

condemn French government’s discrimination against Roma people.                                                                      

Similarities and differences in both newspapers 

The identification of actors in both newspapers helped me to get an insight about who were the 

main actors, who are there and who are not and which political and social role they have. 

Basically, it gives me a more understanding about power interaction at different levels. 

According to Roger Fowler (1991:105) power can mean status. The main categories of actors in 

both newspapers (the first, the third, the fourth and the fifth categories of actors in the French 

newspaper Le Monde and the first, the third and the fourth categories in Swedish newspaper, 

Dagens Nyheter) represent different names of individuals or institutions that occupy an important 

position in politics in or outside of France. Their status implies power and gives them power and 

when it comes to the journalists to use them as sources, their discourse claim absolute truth.  In 

both newspapers, the second category includes ordinary people (the Roma) who are in focus. 

What they have in common in both newspapers is that they are people who are unwanted in 

France by the French government. The category that I missed in the Swedish newspaper, Dagens 

Nyheter is the category of actors who are experts in issues about racial discrimination. 

In the following discourse analysis, I focus on the journalists’ report regarding what the main 

sources in and outside of France say about the issue of Roma people in France in both 

newspapers. Moreover, in what ways they used the discourses of power, ideology and racial 

discrimination. The quantitative analysis shows that French government, European officials and 

activists are the most mentioned as sources. However, since the issue is between the French 

government and Roma, the French government and the European Union, I find relevant for my 

discourse analysis to replace the category of activists by Roma people. My discourse analysis 
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relies on what these three categories said. The text of the news is central when one wants to 

establish a discourse analysis of news stories. News texts (articles) reported from 16th of July 

2010 to 19th of September 2010 in the French newspaper, Le Monde and the Swedish newspaper, 

Dagens Nyheter are the basis of this study. And as I already mentioned my discourse analysis 

relies on the dimension of the analysis of news texts at linguistic level (Fairclough as cited in 

Jensen 2002:106). Which words, adjectives, verbs, nouns etc. these three mentioned sources used 

to describe the Roma’s situation in France and Roma as European citizens. What are the 

meanings of the different words they used? 

4.2.2 Sources analysis 
 
Bruce Garrison (1992:72) points out that it is significant for the journalists to find the “best 

possible” source or sources for the story.  This means “the most appropriate, the best informed, 

and thus the most credible”. As I already mentioned, different people that I call “sources” are 

those who the journalists in Le Monde and Dagens Nyheter referred to and quoted while 

reporting about the Roma’s issue in France and their activity (passive or active) relies on the 

discourse that different sources used. I limit my analysis on three categories of sources: French 

authorities, Roma people and European Union officials.  I find them to be among the most 

appropriate, best informed and credible for the story since the Roma’s issue started on the French 

territory and then escalated to be a European issue. The names of different sources were given by 

the journalists in both newspapers in order to make the information more credible (Brooks, 

Kennedy, Moen and Ranly1992:137). My analysis focuses on the sources’ quotes that are 

relevant for this study when they express themselves only about the situation around the French 

new policy of expelling Roma people from France.  

Newspaper, Le Monde: French authorities 

I start by establishing words/terms that describe the situation in France and Roma people 

according to the French authorities.  July 20, 2010 Minister of Interior in France, Brice 

Hortefeux proclaims to the journalist that “Gypsies, Travellers, sedentary or not it is the same 

consequence: a rise in delinquency”. He places three different Roma communities in the same 

group. According to him, these communities produce the “same consequence”. In this context, 

the adjective “same” and the noun “consequence” mean that there is no differentiation between 
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these communities and their behaviour generate a same logical result or effect which is a rise in 

“delinquency”. The noun “delinquency” means someone, often a young person who breaks the 

law. Roma people (three communities) are considered as bad people who do not respect the laws. 

It does not make any difference if they are children, young or senior persons or men and women. 

According to Brice Hortefeux, they are all the same, bad people. 

In the same article, the French Secretary of State, Pierre Lellouche declares that “the free 

movement within Europe should not be used as an alibi for trafficking of children, prostitution 

and begging…”. According to Pierre Lellouche, the free movement functions as metonymy to 

trafficking, prostitution and begging for Roma people. The adjective “free” indicates the ability 

to act at will. In this case, it means the ability to move without restriction. The verb “trafficking” 

can carry negative or positive connection depending on the context. Here, its meaning is 

referring to a negative connotation (trafficking of children). Moreover, the noun “prostitution” 

means to offer sexual intercourse for money. It is considered as wrong by most of societies. It is 

considered as immoral and carries a negative connotation. The verb “begging” implies the act of 

asking money or food in the street. A similar example can be found in the article on September 1, 

2010. The French Minister of Immigration, Eric Besson, declares that “…an amendment will 

facilitate to evict beyond three months those who are involved in repeated robberies and 

aggressive mendicant”. The noun “robbery” which mean stealing and adjective “mendicant” 

which carry the same meaning as the verb “begging” stand for some of the stereotypes which 

characterize Roma people. However, these aspects or stereotypes are judged by most of people 

as unmoral. Once again, Roma people are depicted as bad people. 

July 28, 2010, newspaper, Le Monde reports that French Prime Minister, Francois Fillon describe 

the situation by saying that “we are in  front of people who are extremely dangerous, extremely 

violent and therefore we will respond with extreme determination”. French Prime Minister uses 

the first plural personal pronoun “we” two times. The “we” can mean that French Prime Minister 

is not speaking for himself but as a leader for the France or the “we” represents the good guys 

who are in this case the French people.  He describes Roma people by using adjectives 

“dangerous” and “violent”. Both adjectives carry a negative connotation and imply that Roma 

people are causing harm to the France and to the French people. He uses twice the adverb 
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“extremely” before the mentioned adjectives in order to emphasize the degree or the intensity of 

how harmful Roma people are. These adjectives present Roma as bad people. 

August 4, 2010 newspaper, Le Monde reports that the French Secretary of State, Pierre Lellouche 

argues that “he would like not to see more children exploited in the streets of Paris. This is not 

good for the image of Europe; this is not good for the image of Romania… ”.  Pierre Lellouche 

wants to show how concerned he is about Roma children, the image of Europe and Romania. 

According to Pierre Lellouche, the verb “exploited” implies that Roma adults are taking 

advantage of children by sending them on the streets “to beg and to rob”. This makes Roma 

adults appear again as immoral. Not only, they exploit children but also they destroy the good 

image of Europe and Romania. They are bad people.  

August 12, 2010 Pierre Lellouche explains to a French journalist that “Roma are people who do 

not want to integrate”. Lellouche uses the same verb on September 11, 2010 by stating that “the 

truth is that the Roma community is not well integrated in Romania”. The verb “integrate” 

means that Roma people are not willing to merge with the existing French community and not 

even in their own country of origin. This is one of the statements which are used by the French 

authorities in order to legitimize why they are expelling Roma from France. How people who 

cannot even integrate in their own country do it in a foreign country? In other words, they can 

blame themselves for what is happening to them.  

August 13, 2010 the French president Nicolas Sarkozy argues that “It is possible to take back the 

French nationality to all persons with foreign origin who assassinate a police officer and it is 

necessary to dismantle 300 Roma’s illegal camps”. Sarkozy uses the adjective “necessary” to 

legitimize the needed to destroy Roma camps 

August 26, 2010 President Sarkozy tells to the French journalist that “the French government 

needs to act with firmness, continuity and justice without excess or laxity…the French president 

uses the “firmness” to illustrate how determined they are in the matter of expelling Roma. 

Moreover, Sarkozy shows how seriously the French government is by using the noun 

“continuity”. This can imply that as long as Roma people are on the French territory, the French 

government will keep following their new policy. According to Sarkozy, the French government 
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have to act with “justice”.  The use of this noun raises some questions like justice for whom?  

For the French people or Roma people?  

August 27, 2010 Francois Fillon, French Prime Minister proclaims to the journalist that “the 

actions taken this summer are conforming to the French and European legislation”. According 

to Fillon, the actions of dismantling Roma camps and expelling them are done in accordance 

with French and European legislation. The verb “conforming” illustrates how the French 

authorities think that they are acting according to the law. This mean the European 

Commission’s accusations are not relevant. September 17, 2010, the French newspaper, Le 

Monde  reports that the French president, Nicolas Sarkozy reacted on European Commissioner 

from Luxembourg, Mrs Viviane Reding’s statement and he explains to the European 

Commissioner, Jose Manuel Barroso that” it was intolerable to compare the current situation 

with the Second World War….”. Sarkozy continues on September 18, 2010 saying that “Mrs 

Viviane Reding’s statement hurt France…I cannot let someone offends my country….at this 

moment Sarkozy (France) wants to be considered as victims (France is hurt and offended). To 

compare the Roma expulsion with the Second World War is unacceptable from the French side. 

According to President Sarkozy, Mrs Viviane Reding is a bad person who dares to make such 

statement.    

Newspaper, Dagens Nyheter: French authorities 

July 30, 2010 the French President Nicolas Sarkozy describes Roma’s expulsion as a” war 

against criminality… ”.  According to Sarkozy, Roma’s expulsion means (synonym) “war”. 

Normally, this noun is used when it is an open armed conflict between countries or groups. This 

can imply that Sarkozy intend to use all the power he has in order to protect French citizens 

against Roma’s criminality. The latter noun is used by the French president in order to justify the 

new policy against Roma people in France. Again, it has a negative association and criminality is 

not good in any society.  In the same article, the Interior French Minister, Brice Hortefeux 

declares that “within the coming three months, illegal camps will be dismantled; it is about 300 

camps… ”. The verb “dismantle” is used in order to describe what the French authorities plan to 

do in order to destroy Roma’s illegal camps. Moreover, the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter 

reports that the French government stated that “it is taking measures in order to make it easier to 
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expel Roma for security reasons… “. The noun “measures” illustrates how the government 

introduces legislation that facilitates the expulsion of Roma from France. Furthermore, it was 

reported that the Socialist Party “accuses Sarkozy to stigmatize an ethnic group… ” and the 

Communist Party “talk about one step towards racism”. The verb “stigmatize” is used in order to 

accuse Sarkozy of presenting openly and formally Roma as bad people. Moreover, the 

communist party uses the noun “racism” (French government’s hostility behaviour towards these 

people because they are Roma) to describe Sarkozy’s new policy against Roma people in France.   

August 18, 2010 Brice Hortefeux states that “the behaviour of some Roma people disturb public 

order”.  The noun “behaviour” is not explicit however in this context it implies that Roma’s 

behaviour is not as it should be. It is different from the behaviour of other French inhabitants. 

Their behaviour harms and affects the security of French people.  

September 17, 2010 French President Nicolas Sarkozy argued that “he is unhappy by the 

comparison of Roma expulsion with the Word War II…here, one of European Commission 

official compare the new policy of evicting Roma people from France with World War II. This 

statement put the French government in the position of bad people in the eyes of the rest of the 

world. 

After my analysis of different words that are used by the French authorities in both studied 

newspapers, I made some conclusions. According to Roger Fowler, power carries different 

meaning as status, knowledge etc. As one can see, this category of French authorities includes 

different personalities who represent power in France. It is clear that through the French 

newspaper, Le Monde, the French authorities have tried to legitimatize the new policy by 

presenting Roma as bad people. I noticed in Le Monde that all the sources are for the new policy 

of expelling Roma people. However, in the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter, the voices of 

actors that are for the new policy (the French president, French Minister of Interior and the 

French government) and those who are against it (the Communist and Social parties) are 

presented.  

In the French newspaper, the French authorities describe Roma people as extremely dangerous, 

violent, and as people who do not respect the laws. They are described as people who use the 
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free movement within Europe to practice trafficking of children, prostitution, begging and 

robberies. In this way, they destroy the good image of Europe and Romania.  This illustrates 

what Teun A. Van Dijk (as cited in Allan & Bell 1998:6-8 and 24-25) argues about the theory of 

ideology. Van Dijk explains that in time of conflicts between two groups, ideologies function in 

order to polarize and present the “we/us” group in the positive light and the “them/other” in 

negative light. Moreover, many ideologies involve the representation of Self as good and Others 

as bad.  The French authorities have presented themselves as good people (the” we/us group”) 

whose prime priority is to protect French inhabitants from the Roma who are bad people.        

The French Prime Minister, Francois Fillon states on July 28, 2010 that  they are in front of 

people extremely dangerous, extremely violent…Meanwhile the Minister of Interior in France, 

Brice Hortefeux’s statement to the French journalist on July 20, 2010 illustrates how Roma 

people are judged as bad people without making any differentiation between individuals. 

According to Dimitrina Petrova (in Fernne Brennan 2001:67) individuals are victims of 

discrimination because they are members of certain more or less negatively perceived group. 

How comes that an entire race is considered as dangerous, violent, criminals, delinquents…? 

Apparently, Roma are treated differently from other French citizens. This way of treating people 

in a society differently on the basis of their race is called racial discrimination. Rebecca M. 

Blank, Marilyn Dabady and Constance F. Citro  (2004: 39) define racial discrimination as a 

differential treatment which is based on factors that disadvantages a racial group (Roma people 

in this case). In other words, racial discrimination is when a dominant group intends to 

legitimatize mistreatment, exclusion or violence on members of a dominated group. Different 

French authorities portray Roma as bad people in order to legitimize their expulsion. Moreover, 

the French Prime Minister, Francois Fillon states on August 27, 2010 that the actions of 

destroying Roma camps are ”conforming” to the French and  European legislation. This confirms 

what Pablo R. Cristoffanini (in Blasco & Gustafsson 2004:89) argued that any domination needs 

words, images and ideas that legitimize and make the domination acceptable and valid. 

In the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter, French authorities connect Roma people with 

criminality (July 30, 2010) and a behaviour that creates insecurity. Three other words which are 

connected to power are used: “war, dismantle and measures”. French government have the 

power to make a war (= expulsion) against Roma people, to dismantle Roma’s camps and to 
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introduce laws that make easier for them to expel Roma. Clearly, the French government has the 

power over Roma people’s life and liberty while Roma people as group find themselves 

powerless with no much influence to what is happening to them. This asymmetrical relationship 

between a dominant and a dominated group has been presented by Roger Fowler (1991:105), 

Teun A. Van Dijk (1998:162) and Steven Lukes (cited in Richardson 2007:30). This kind of 

asymmetrical relationship implies the loss or limitation of freedom for the dominated group and 

it works for the interest of the dominant group. Here, the French government has the power of 

control over Roma people’s actions and liberty and not vice versa. John E. Richardson (2007:30) 

describes the person or the group, who changes the decisions to their favour as the “the most 

powerful”. It is clear that the French government is the powerful one in the case of the Roma’s 

issue; it has the power to introduce laws that facilitate them to expel Roma from France  

French newspaper, Le Monde: Roma people 

July 22, 2010 Luigui Duquenet’s (the young Roma who was killed by a French gendarme) 

family state that their “child was killed for nothing… the gendarme had the intention to kill him”.  

The noun “intention” is used by Lugui’s family in order to show that Luigui is the one who is a 

victim. 

August 20, 2010 a Roma woman called Natalia was expelled from France and in Bucharest she 

told the journalist that what she learned in France was to say “Mr, por favor, children, food”. Her 

mother-in-law continued saying that “there is no work here in Romania for us, so we have to go 

back in France…”. The noun “work” is followed by the negation “no” in order to illustrate how 

passive are Natalia and her mother–in-law in Romania. 

Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter: Roma people 

August 18, 2010 the spokesman for Roma people in Bordeaux argues that “we are not criminals, 

we are salesmen who travel around markets, and we pay taxes… ”. As in the last example, the 

noun “criminal” is followed by the adverb “not”. The Roma’s spokesman is stating that the 

French authorities are treating them as criminals. He is explaining to the journalist that they are 

not criminals and they do pay taxes like every citizen of France.  Here, the spokesman is arguing 
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that they are not bad people as the “French government” claims. There are several stereotypes 

regarding Roma people and crime is one of them. 

September 4, 2010 a female Roma called Dana told Swedish journalist in Paris that “they have 

been treated by French police officers as animals…I wish to have a real job, I want that my 

children go to school and that we can get residency papers and a house in order to live as 

normal people…”.  The noun “animal” is used as a synonym for Roma people according to 

Dana. They are not treated as human being by the French police officers. This statement 

illustrates police officers as bad people and Roma as victims. Moreover, by using the adjective 

“normal”, Dana categorizes people into two groups: the normal ones who live in conformity 

standard accepted by society (like to have a job, children who go to school, to have residency 

paper and a house) and the Roma people who are living the opposite life of normal people. Dana 

describes her life as different. However, in the article on September 6, 2010 a female Roma 

called Tsvetanka Jordanova declares to the Swedish journalist that “in the Parisian suburb 

Aubervilliers, we feel like normal people. We cook, we send away the children to school, we go 

to work as other…at the beginning, it was hard to have and see guards around but she got used 

to it…  ”Here, the adjective “normal” illustrates the life of Tsvetanka Jordanova in the Parisian 

suburb Aubervilliers. 

After my analysis of which words that are used by Roma people in both studied newspapers, I 

can conclude that Roma people got little space in both newspapers. Their voices were “almost” 

not in the studied news articles. In le Monde, there are two references which illustrate Roma 

people’s situation in France and in Romania. The family of the young Roma who was killed by a 

gendarme uses the noun intention regarding the action of killing him (July 22, 2010). According 

to Luigi’s Family, this means that he had no chance to survive because the gendarme has already 

a plan of killing him. This statement put the young man and his family in a victim position and 

the French gendarme (who belongs to the French government) in the position of bad people. 

There could be some speculations from the reader about the use of the noun “intention’. Luigi 

had no chance to survive because he belongs to the Roma community or because he did not stop 

at the checkpoint or because the gendarme considered him as a delinquent like other young 

people of his community? July 22, 2010, Natalia and her mother-in-law used the noun work 

followed by the negation no in order to illustrate how unproductive and powerless they are. 

42 
 



In the Swedish Newspaper, Dagens Nyheter, there are three words that are used by members of 

the Roma community that I find interesting: the French government claims that Roma people are 

criminals (August 18, 2010). Moreover, Roma people state that they are treated by the French 

police officers as animals (September 4, 2010). Furthermore, a woman called Dana said that they 

wish to live as normal people. These three words illustrate how Roma people’s life is different to 

other French citizens. However, Dimitrina Petrova (in Fernne Brennan 2001:62) points out that 

there is a Race Directive which was adopted by the European Council of Ministers on the 29th of 

June 2000 in order to fight against discrimination of minorities which could occur within 

European Union (in this case France). The task of this Race Directive is to make sure that people 

are treated equally without taking account of racial or ethnic origin within member States of 

European Union. Moreover, it should offer a minimum protection to victims of racial or ethnic 

discrimination. Roma people should feel safe and protected just by knowledge of the existence of 

such institution. In theory, European Union citizens (the majorities and the minorities) should be 

treated equally. But is this working in practice? Especially when Petrova explains that the Race 

Directive’s responsibility is to offer a minimum protection for victims of racial or ethnic 

discrimination. What does she mean by that? Is the Race Directive incapable of giving a 

maximum protection to the people that it supposes to protect?  

 In Le Monde, Roma people as sources are presented as victims and unemployed. However, in 

Dagens Nyheter, they are presented as people who are treated differently than other French 

citizens. Basically, they are discriminated.  

French newspaper, Le Monde: European Union officials 

July 29, 2010 the European council states to the French journalist that “it is urgent to take 

measures to treat Roma people at the same level as the rest of the French population”. 

Moreover, Thomas Hammerberg, European Commission for Human Rights describes the 

expulsion as “inadmissible”. The European council uses the noun “measures” to signify the need 

to implant principles that are necessary to treat Roma people in the same way as the rest of the 

French people. In other words, something has to be done in order to establish an equal treatment 

between Roma people and the rest of French population.  It was in this context that Thomas 
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Hammerberg used the adjective “inadmissible” to depict the Roma’s expulsion. As a member of 

the European Union Commission, he regarded the expulsion as unacceptable. 

French newspaper, Le Monde reports on August 12, 2010 that the European Commissioner states 

that “the integration will not be effective without actions done by concerned states, at national, 

regional and local level…”. The noun “integration” implies the possibility for Roma people to 

merge or assimilate with the existing French community. However, in order to succeed the 

Roma’s integration, the European Commissioner uses the noun “actions”. Moreover, the noun is 

followed by the preposition “without”. It means that there are conditions (actions) necessary 

which need to be taken at different level in order to achieve the integration of Roma people. 

August 27, 2010 Mrs Viviane Reding, European Commissioner in charge of justice and 

fundamental rights declares to the French journalist that “it is clear that those who broke the law 

have to face the consequences…it is clear as well that no one should be evicted because he 

belongs to the Roma community…  ”. Mrs Viviane Reding uses the noun “consequences” which 

implies that it will be a logical effect to those (in this case the French government) who broke the 

law and they have to accept it.  Mrs Reding continues by using the pronoun “no one” in order to 

emphasize that nobody should be expelled from France for the only reason that he/she is a Roma.  

 In an article on September 10, 2010 Viviane Reding tastes that “she had some concerns” 

regarding the Roma expulsion from France. Mrs Reding uses the noun “concerns” in order to 

express her worry regarding what it is happening to the Roma people and the French 

government’s actions towards this minority group in France. 

September 11, 2010 European members of parliament have requested the French authorities “to 

suspend immediately…”the expulsion of Roma people…”. Moreover, the European parliament 

declares that “is highly concerned by the provocative and open discriminatory rhetoric which 

have marked the political speeches during the operation of expelling Roma people, and which 

give credibility to racist approach…  ”. The adverb “immediately” is used in order to oblige 

French authorities to stop the deportation in the immediate.  Moreover, the European parliament 

uses the verb “concerned” followed by the adverb “highly” in order to express their deep or 

extremely worry regarding French political speeches. According to the European parliament, the 
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adjectives “provocative” and “discriminatory” describe the political speeches. These speeches 

based on prejudices put the French authorities in the camp of bad people. The European 

parliament uses the adjective “racist” to explain the consequence that could come out of these 

hostile speeches.  

September 13, 2010 Thomas Hammerberg, European Commission for Human Rights argues that 

“the French government did not make any clear distinction between Roma immigrant and some 

members of this community who actually committed offences”. Thomas Hammerberg uses the 

noun “distinction” in order to clarify that the French authorities have not done any differentiation 

among the Romanian people while sending them back in their origin country. Here, Roma people 

who did not commit any offences can be considered as victims. The French authorities are in the 

position of bad people since they punished innocent people as well.    

September 18, 2010, the president of European Commission, Jose Manuel Barroso argues that 

“the discrimination of ethnic minorities is unacceptable…”. The noun “discrimination” in itself 

carries a negative connotation and Jose M. Barroso uses it in order to describe the unfair 

treatment of a group of persons than others due to their ethnical or racial origin. Moreover, he 

uses the adjective “unacceptable” to express how intolerable it is to discriminate ethnic 

minorities. 

Newspaper, Dagens Nyheter: European Union officials 

September 4, 2010 the Swedish European member of parliament, Anna Hedh states that ”the 

French new policy against Roma people breaks against the European Union laws about free 

movement but most of all against the basic Human Rights strengthen by the Lisbon Convention. 

Moreover, she argues that “… what is the most important now is that the events in France will be 

a wake up call for Europe to do something about the situation… ” . Anna Hedh, by using the 

verb “break”, put the French authorities in the position of bad people who do not follow the 

laws. Moreover, she uses the noun “events” in plural as synonym to refer to the French new 

policy or to the Roma people expulsion which is taking place in France and the circumstances 

around the expulsion. Furthermore, Anna Hedh utilizes the verb “wake” followed by the 

preposition “up” in order to suggest that what it is happening in France is an alert for European 
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countries. It is an important occasion to become more conscious about Roma people and do 

something. 

September 7, 2010 Cecilia Malmström, a Swedish European commissioner in charge of asylum 

and migration issues thinks that “it is extremely serious that we are facing an increase 

stigmatization of an already vulnerable group… Member states, Commission and European 

Parliament should discuss how we can take greater responsibility for a large group of citizens 

who are very marginalized… ” . The verb “increase” is followed by the noun “stigmatization” in 

order to emphasize that there is a raise in the way of presenting Roma as disgraceful. Moreover, 

Cecilia Malmström uses the adverb “already” and the adjective “vulnerable” in order to point 

out that Roma people are exposed to “discrimination” and it is not something new.. Furthermore, 

she uses the verb “marginalized” in order to state that there is a great number of Roma people 

who are not integrated in the society. They find themselves in an insignificant position, which 

make them helpless. These different verbs, adverb, adjective and noun are used by Cecilia 

Malmström put Roma people in the position of victims by being defenceless and outsiders of the 

society.  

September 15, 2010 Mrs Viviane Reding, European Commissioner in charge of justice and 

fundamental rights have states that “people are expelled out of one of Europe’s member states, 

simply because they belong to a certain minority group. It is a situation that I did not think 

Europe would have to witness again after the Second World War…”. Viviane Reding uses the 

verb “belong” in order to illustrate in this context the way of being a part of a group which is 

racially different from the large group (Roma people who are different to the large community of 

French people). According to her, the French new policy of expelling Roma people because of 

their ethnicity, is a situation similar to what happened during World War II. This announcement 

put the French government in the position of bad and intolerable people. 

September 17, 2010 European commissioner Herman Van Rompuy argued that ”I give support 

for the EU commission’s right to examine whether a member country discriminates and violates 

the EU’s rules… ”. Moreover, the president of European Commission, Jose Manuel Barroso 

explained that “human rights are sacred values of the EU and we must ensure that they are 

complied…”. Herman Van Rompuy use the verbs “discriminate” and “violate” in order to 
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suggest that the EU commission’s right should investigate if the French government’s actions 

and the new policy regarding the minority of Roma people break or disrespect the EU’s rules. 

Additionally, Jose Manuel Barroso uses the adjective “sacred” which mean holy in order to 

emphasize how important the human rights are. That is why they have to be “complied”. The 

latter verb is used by Jose Manuel Barroso in order to clarify that their preoccupation is to make 

sure that the member states are acting in accordance with human rights laws.  

The analysis of the category of European Union officials as sources in both studied newspapers 

put two powerful groups in conflict (the European Union officials and the French government). 

As I already mentioned, Roger Fowler (1991:105) stated that power can mean status. The status 

of different European Union officials gives them power and their discourses claim absolute truth. 

As sources for the journalists, their status gives them credibility for what they are saying for the 

reader. In both newspapers, this category is against the new French policy of evicting Roma 

people from France. Here are some words that they used in Le Monde in order to express 

themselves about it.  Thomas Hammerberg, European Commission for Human Rights depicts the 

expulsion as admissible (July 29, 2010). Mrs Viviane Reding, the European Commissioner in 

charge of justice and fundamental rights argues that those who broke the law have to face the 

consequence (August 27, 2010). It sounds like she is threatening the French government. Now, 

itis a reverse situation since it is the French government who accuses Roma of being people who 

break the law. In Dagens Nyheter (September 4), the verb “break” is used by the Swedish 

European member of parliament, Anna Hedh in order to point out that the French government is 

not following European Union laws of  free movement.  In Le Monde, the word, immediately is 

used (September 11, 2010) by the European parliament when they requested to the French 

authorities to suspend the Roma’s expulsion. It seems like they are giving orders to French 

authorities. Moreover, words like provocative and open discriminatory describe the rhetoric of 

French political speeches. In Dagens Nyheter (September 15, 2010), the words Second World 

War is used by Mrs Viviane Reding, European Commissioner in charge of justice and 

fundamental rights In order to allude the situation around Roma’s expulsion in France. In both 

studied newspapers, these different words put the French people in the category of the “Others”, 

the bad people. This means that the category of European Union officials is in the position of the 

“We/Us” group which is good since they are defending the Roma’s human rights as a minority in 
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Europe. This situation illustrate what Van Dijk argued that in times of conflict, ideologies 

functions by presenting the We group in positive light and Other group in negative light.  Here, 

the European Union officials are not presenting themselves in words as good people however, 

their discourse; implicitly present them as the good guys. Moreover, in both newspapers, they 

took the same position, against the new French policy of expelling Roma people from France 

without making any distinction between Roma immigrants and some few members of Roma 

people who committed offences.  

5. Conclusions and discussion 
 
The aim of this study has been to analyze how the issue of Roma has been conducted in the 

French newspaper, Le Monde and the Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter last year, from 16th 

of July 2010 until 19th of September 2010. The use of a content analysis method was helpful in 

order to get answer to my first question by identifying who were the main groups of actors and 

sources involved in the Roma’s issue. In both newspapers, the quantitative results has revealed 

that there was not a reporting balance in how the two studied newspapers presented the main 

actors who were involved in the Roma’s issue since the journalists relied mostly on the official 

sources. This situation led to a more or less biased coverage of the issue where the voices of 

French authorities and official sources were over represented more than Roma people. The 

statistical result confirms what Greco Larson (2006:85-86) argued that journalists rely on official 

sources because they are considered as credible and important. I find this situation problematic 

since it leads to a biased coverage of an issue. This means that the minorities will play the same 

role over and over again (e.g. as victims of social power, as criminals, as bad people and so on) 

without really influencing the public opinion or that their voices can be heard. My study shows 

that even though Stephanie Greco Larson’s research focuses on media in United States, her 

perspective is also applicable in media in Europe. 

 

The critical discourse analysis helped me to describe what the main sources were actually saying 

about the new French policy. The analysis was focused on the sources’ quotes of the French 

authorities, European Union and Roma people that journalists in both studied newspapers used as 

references. The analysis allowed to see in what ways the main sources used the discourses of 

power, ideology and racial discrimination. In Le Monde and more or less in Dagens Nyheter, the 
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French authorities used the theory of ideology and racial discrimination by presenting Roma 

people as different and harmful for the rest of the French society. This kind of situation is similar 

to the concept of racialization that Stephen Castles and Mark J. Miller (2003:35) wrote about. It 

means that “a range of social or political problems are “natural” consequence of certain ascribed 

physical cultural characteristics of minority groups”. Is it really realistic for the French 

authorities to assume that the minority of Roma is the only source of all social troubles in 

France? I believe that there are other groups who commit crimes including French originals. In 

Dagens Nyheter, French authorities use the theory of power by describing what they intend to do 

regarding the expulsion of Roma. However, voices of the Communist and Socialist parties who 

are against the new policy are heard and they condemned it. In Le Monde, Roma people used the 

theory of racial discrimination by showing themselves as victims of racial discrimination and In 

Dagens Nyheter, that they are treated differently than other French citizens. The category of 

European Union officials used the theory of racial discrimination in both newspapers by pointing 

out how the new French policy violates the EU’s rule of free movement and works against the 

human rights of a minority who is already marginalized. In summary, the news texts have 

allowed me to analyze the concept of power by looking at actors, who say what to whom and in 

what context. The theory of ideology helped me to understand more how the journalists find the 

sources (discourse practices) and how the differential access to media by minority and majority 

actors influences the structure of the news reports.  

The use of mix methods has been fruitful in order to analyze both texts and get answers for my 

research questions. They were helpful while looking at differences and similarities in the way Le 

Monde and Dagens Nyheter portrayed the issue of Roma. The comparison shows that the issue is 

treated differently. The French reporting was more or less biased compared to the Swedish 

newspapers. However both newspapers gave voices to official sources and this made the news 

coverage unbalanced. But the categories of activists and European Union officials were on side 

of Roma people. This illustrates how Roma people were treated as children who cannot speak for 

themselves.                                                                                                                                                                 

What this study contributes to the racial discrimination works in Europe is that it highlights how 

the minority voices especially Roma are not heard in media even though powerful institutions are 

involved in the issue by taking their side. This study gives a further understanding about Roma’s 
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recent issue in France. Moreover, my works shows how complex is the issue.  Many (powerful) 

actors are involved from countries to individual with different interest in the issue.   

 The difficulty that I could say that I met while doing the analysis was to translate exactly the 

news texts in English and maintain the original meaning.  However, I do believe that I tried to 

make the translation as accurate as possible in order to maintain the content of the original texts. 

My study shows that it is difficult to have a balanced media reporting during an ongoing conflict 

especially between one majority group with power and another group of minority without access 

to media. Maybe it is idealistic to think that media can reach this reporting level where news 

reporting are balanced and not biased. However, journalists should always aim to be as neutral as 

possible (even if most of them claim to be neutral most of the time) in order to give an 

opportunity to minorities or other marginalized group in society to make their voice heard.   

Finally, for further studies, I suggest a semiological analysis of pictures that appeared in both 

studied newspapers during the same period in order to have an insight of who are on the pictures 

and how different actors are presented. Furthermore, one could also make a study of the same 

issue during the same studied period by analysing how other French newspapers covered this 

issue and see if the result would be the same or not as what my study shows.                     
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Appendix 

 
Different actors and their frequency in French newspaper, Le Monde and 

Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter 

 

1. French newspaper, LE MONDE 

    Appendix 1  
 
1. 1. Different actors and their frequency  

Dates                             Actors                                                Frequency 
July 20, 2010      Brigade Anti Criminal (BAC)                                                                          2 

                             Brice Hortefeux, Minister of Interior in France                                            1 

                             Karim Boudouda, a young Roma killed by a gendarme                               3 

                              The police                                                                                                         5 

                             Brigitte Julien, Director of the department of public security                     1 

                            Michel Destot, mayor of Grenoble (PS)                                                           1 

 

July 20, 2010      Roma people                                                                                                      1  

                             Luigi Duquenet, another young Roma killed by a gendarme                      6  

                            Gendarme                                                                                                           9 

                             Benedicte Laude, deputy district attorney of Blois                                       1 

                             The department of Loir-et-Cher                                                                    3 
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July 22, 2010     Roma people                                                                                                        1

                            Luigi Duquenet                                                                                                 13

                            Luigi’s family                                                                                                    10

                           Gendarme                                                                                                          14 

                                                                                                                    

July 23, 2010    Roma people                                                                                                         4

                           Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                                 10 

                           Eric Le Douaron, a policeman, new prefect of Isere                                       2   

                           The police                                                                                                             7

                           Joel Bouchite, Security Advisor at Elysee                                                         1

                          Brice Hortefeux, Minister of Interior in France                                               5 

                          Manuel Valls, mayor of Evry (PS)                                                                      2  

                          League of Human Rights                                                                                     1

 

July 26, 2010    Karim Boudouda                                                                                               10 

                         The police                                                                                                              3 

                           

July 28, 2010       Karim Boudouda                                                                                              2 

                             Police                                                                                                                  6 

                             Frederic Pechenard, police Director                                                               1 

                             Francois Fillon, French prime minister                                                          1 
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July 29, 2010   Roma people                                                                                                        14

                          Sarkozy                                                                                                                  3

                         Brice Hortefeux, Minister of Interior                                                                  6

                          Francois Fillon, prime minister of France (UMP)                                            1 

                          Eric Besson, minister of immigration                                                                 2

                          Michele Alliot-Marie, foreign and European Affairs minister                        1

                          Chiefs of gendarmerie                                                                                          1

                          Police chiefs                                                                                                           1

                          The police                                                                                                              1

                          Roma associations                                                                                                1 

                          League of Human Rights                                                                                     1

                     Thomas Hammerberg, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights    1

               Alain Daumas, president of the French Union of Associations of Gypsies                1  

 

August 4, 2010   Romanian government                                                                                     2 

                             Emil Boc, Romanian prime minister                                                              1 

                              Roma people                                                                                                     9 

                             Pierre Lellouche ,  secretary of State                                                              5 

                            Mihai Seitan, Romanian Labour Minister                                                      1 

                            Magda Matache, Director of association, Romani Criss                                1

                           Catalin Predoiu, Romanian Justice Minister                                                   1 
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August 12, 2010  Roma people                                                                                                      9 

                             Sweden                                                                                                               1   

                              Pierre Lellouche                                                                                               2 

                                Bucharest                                                                                                        1 

                              Anca Zevedei, Director of the authority of Human Resources 

Management in the Romanian Ministry of Labour                                                                   1 

                              Ciprian Necula, in charge of the project “La Maison des Roms”               1 

                              The EU  executive                                                                                             1

 

August 13, 2010  Roma people                                                                                                      3 

                            Committee of the Elimination of Racial Discrimination of UN (CERD)      1

                             Non-Governmental Organizations                                                                  1 

                             Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                                 2 

                              Ewomsan Kokou, expert in CERD                                                                 1

             Malik Salemkour, Vice president of the French League of Human Rights (LDH)    1 

                       Pierre Richard Prosper, expert in CERD                                                             1

       Milo Delage, Vice president of the French Union of Associations of Gypsies                   1 

        

August 14, 2010    Roma people                                                                                                   9 
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                                Brice Hortefeux                                                                                              4 

                                Gendarme                                                                                                       1 

                                Eddy Ait, mayor of Carrieres-sous-Pois                                                      1 

                                Elysee                                                                                                              1 

                                Michele Mezard, activist of Doctors of the World                                      1 

                                Malik Salemkour, coordinator of RomEurope                                           1 

 

August 20, 2010     Roma people                                                                                                   7  

                                Mircea Stoica, representive of the Roma community in Calvini 

(Bucharest)                                                                                                                                      1

                                 Fabrice Basile, Head of Roma’s volunteer return program  (OFII) in  

Romanian                                                                                                                                        1

                                   Teodor Banconschi, minister of foreign affairs in Romania                   1

                                  Pierre lellouche                                                                                             1 

                                 Magda Matache,  Director of association, Romani Criss                          1

 

August 25, 2010     Religious authorities (catholic church)                                                        8 

                                Roma people                                                                                                   6 

                                Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                              4 

                                Brice Hortefeux                                                                                              4 

                                Francois Fillon                                                                                                1
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                                Bruno Le Maire, minister of agriculture                                                     1 

                                Jean Francois Cope, UMP’s chief member of parliament                         1  

                               Claude Gueant, Secretary General of the Elysee                                        1 

                               Etienne Pinte, Yvelines deputy                                                                      1 

 

August 26, 2010      Francois Fillon                                                                                             6 

                                 Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                            5 

                                 Religious authorities                                                                                    2 

                                 Brice Hortefeux                                                                                            1 

                                 Eric Besson                                                                                                    2 

                                 Pierre Lellouche                                                                                            1 

 

August 27, 2010    Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                               2

                               Roma people                                                                                                    5 

                                EU Commissioners                                                                                         6

                                Eric Besson, minister of Immigration                                                          3 

                                Brice Hortefeux                                                                                              1 

                                Melchior Wathelet, secretary of the Belgian State                                     1 

                                 Pierre Lellouche, secretary of State                                                            4   

                                 Francois Fillon                                                                                               2

                                  Roberto Moroni, Italian Interior minister                                                 1  
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August 30, 2010       Roma people                                                                                                5 

                      The Committee against the elimination of racial discrimination (CERD)        4    

 

September 1, 2010       Eric Besson, minister of Immigration                                                    7

                                     Alexendre Lecleve, director of the association “Hors la Rue”              3

                                     Roma people                                                                                              1   

 

September 10, 2010   Roma people                                                                                               4

                                     Pierre Lellouche                                                                                        4 

                                     Eric Besson                                                                                                3 

                                     European Commissioner for justice                                                        1

 

September 11, 2010    Roma people                                                                                              5

                                      Pierre Lellouche                                                                                       4 

                                      Nicolas Sakozy                                                                                          2

                                     Romanian leaders                                                                                      1

                                     Eric Besson                                                                                                3 

                                     UMP’s  Euro member of parliament                                                      1 

                                     French diplomates                                                                                     1

                                     European member of parliament (French)                                            2 
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                                     European  Commission                                                                            3 

                                     Train Basescu, Romanian president                                                       1 

                                     Brussels                                                                                                      1 

 

September 13, 2010    Roma people                                                                                              5

                                      Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                        6 

                                      European Commission                                                                            6 

                                      Traian Basescu, Romanian president                                                    2 

                                      Pierre Lellouche                                                                                       2 

                                      Eric Besson                                                                                               1 

                                      Elysee                                                                                                        1 

                                     Benoit XVI, the Pope                                                                               1 

                            The Committee against the elimination of racial discrimination (CERD)   1 

                               Karel Schwarzenberg, Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs                          2

 

September 17, 2010  Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                           6 

                                    Francois Fillon, French prime minister                                                   2 

                                    European Commission                                                                              8   

                                    Roma people                                                                                               6   

                                    Pierre Lellouche                                                                                         1 

                                    The French senators                                                                                  1 
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                                    Angela Merkel, German Chancellor                                                        3 

                                    Silvio Berlusconi, Italian prime minister                                                 3 

Franck Louvrier, communication adviser to the French presidency of the Republic             1  

September 18, 2010  Roma people                                                                                                6

                                   Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                         18 

                                   European Commission                                                                             15   

                                   Silvio Berlusconi                                                                                         1 

                                   Pierre Lellouche                                                                                          2 

                                   Francois Fillon                                                                                             1

                                  Angela Merkel, German Chancellor                                                          4 

                                 Jean Claude Juncker, Prime Minister of Luxembourg                             2

                                                                                                                 --------------------------------

Total                                                                                                                                     469          

 

Appendix 2 
 
1.2. Different sources and their frequency  

Dates                           Sources                                                Frequency 
July 20, 2010       Brice Hortefeux, Minister of Interior in France (for the new policy)         1 

                             The police                                                                                                           1

                             Brigitte Julien, Director of the department of public security                     1 
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                             Michel Destot, mayor of Grenoble (PS)                                                          1 

 

July 20, 2010         The department of Loir-et-Cher                                                                  3 

                               Gendarmerie                                                                                                  1 

 

July 22, 2010         Luigi’s family                                                                                                 7 

                                Dominique Puechmaille, prosecutor of the Republic in Blois                   3 

                               Witnesses                                                                                                          2

                                Stephane Morault, Lieutenant colonel, the commander  of the second  

group of gendarmerie in Loir                                                                                                       1 

                              Gendarme                                                                                                         1 

July 23, 2010       Nicolas Sarkozy  (for)                                                                                       4  

                             Brice Hortefeux, Minister of Interior in France (for expulsion)                  4 

                             Manuel Valls, mayor of Evry (PS) (against expulsion)                                 2   

                             League of Human Rights  (against)                                                                 1

July 26, 2010      Social workers                                                                                                    1   

                            Denis Dreyfus, Karim’s lawyer                                                                         1 

                            Ronaldo Gallo, Karim family’s lawyer                                                            1 

                           The court of Grenoble                                                                                        1  
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                           An expert psychologist                                                                                        2  

 

July 28, 2010   Frederic Pechenard, police Director                                                                   1

                          Francois Fillon, French prime minister  (for expulsion)                                  1 

                                   

July 29, 2010    Nicolas Sarkozy (for expulsion)                                                                          2  

                           Brice Hortefeux   (for expulsion)                                                                       6 

                           Pierre Lelouche, Secretary of State for European Affairs(for expulsion)     2   

                           Roma associations (against expulsion)                                                              1 

                           League of Human Rights (against expulsion)                                                   1

      Thomas Hammerberg, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights (against)   1

 Alain Daumas, president of the French Union of Associations of Gypsies (against 

expulsion)                                                                                                                                        1   

       

August 4, 2010    Pierre Lellouche  (for expulsion)                                                                     5 

                       Mihai Seitan, Romanian Labour Minister (against expulsion)                          1 

                       Magda Matache, Director of association, Romani Criss  (against expulsion)   1

                      Catalin Predoiu, Romanian Justice Minister (against expulsion)                       1 
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August 12, 2010    Sweden (against expulsion)                                                                            1   

                                Pierre Lellouche  (for expulsion)                                                                  2 

                                Bucharest (against camps’ destruction)                                                      1 

                              Anca Zevedei, Director of the authority of Human Resources 

Management in the Romanian Ministry of Labour                                                                   1 

                              Ciprian Necula, in charge of the project “La Maison des Roms”              1 

                              The EU  executive                                                                                            1 

 

August 13, 2010  Nicolas Sarkozy (for expulsion)                                                                       1

                             Ewomsan Kokou, expert in CERD  (against)                                                 1

             Malik Salemkour, Vice president of the French League of Human Rights (LDH)    1 

                             Pierre Richard Prosper, expert in CERD(against expulsion)                       1

       Milo Delage, Vice president of the French Union of Associations of Gypsies (against)   1 

        

August 14, 2010         Brice Hortefeux (for expulsion)                                                                3

                                     Eddy Ait, mayor of Carrieres-sous-Pois (for expulsion)                       1 

                                     Elysee (for expulsion)                                                                                1

                                    Michele Mezard, activist of Doctors of the World (against expulsion) 1

                                    Malik Salemkour, coordinator of RomEurope (against expulsion)      1 
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August 20, 2010     Natalie, a Roma woman (against expulsion)                                               2 

                                 Natalie’s mother in law (against expulsion)                                                1

                                Mircea Stoica, representive of the Roma community in Calvini 

(Bucharest)   (against)                                                                                                                    1

                                 Fabrice Basile, Head of Roma’s volunteer return program  (OFII) in  

Romanian  (against)                                                                                                                       1

                                   Teodor Banconschi, minister of foreign affairs in Romania (against)   1

                                  Pierre lellouche, (for expulsion)                                                                  1 

                                 Magda Matache,  Director of association, Romani Criss (against)          1

 

August 25, 2010    Nicolas Sarkozy (for expulsion)                                                                     1

                                Pope, Benoit XVI (against expulsion)                                                          1 

                                Claude Gueant, Secretary General of the Elysee (for expulsion)              1

                                Mgr, Andre Vingt Trois (against)                                                                 1

                                Brice Hortefeux  (for)                                                                                    1 

                                Catholic press (against)                                                                                 1 

                                Christine Boutin, figure of the Catholic electorate right (against)            1

                                 Etienne Pinte, Yvelines deputy                                                                    1 
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August 26, 2010      Francois Fillon (for expulsion)                                                                    3 

 

August 27, 2010      Viviane Reding, European Commissioner responsible for justice and 

Human rights (against expulsion)                                                                                                3 

                                A Commissioner Christian democrat from Luxembourg (against)          1 

                                 Francois Fillon  (for)                                                                                     1

                                Pierre Lellouche  (for)                                                                                   2 

                                  Roberto Moroni, Italian Interior minister                                                 1  

 

  August 30, 2010     The Committee against the elimination of racial discrimination 

(CERD) (against expulsion)                                                                                                          4 

 

September 1, 2010  Eric Besson, minister of immigration  (for expulsion)                              5 

                              Alexendre Lecleve, director of the association “Hors la Rue”  (against)    3

September 10, 2010    Pierre Lellouche ( for expulsion)                                                            4 

                                     Eric Besson (for expulsion)                                                                      3 

                                    European Commissioner for justice (against)                                         1
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September 11, 2010  Eric Besson  (for expulsion)                                                                       1 

                                    European member of parliament (French) (against expulsion)            2 

                                    European Parliament (against expulsion)                                               2 

                                   Train Basescu, Romanian president (against expulsion)                        1 

                                  Pierre Lellouche (for expulsion)                                                                 2 

                                   Brussels                                                                                                       1 

                                 European Commission (against expulsion)                                                1 

 

September 13, 2010   European source                                                                                        1 

                                    The Sarkozy entourage                                                                              1

                                    Elysee                                                                                                           1

                                  Benoit XVI, the Pope (against)                                                                   1 

                                  European Parliament (against expulsion)                                                 1 

          The Committee against the elimination of racial discrimination (CERD)  (against)    1 

          Karel Schwarzenberg, Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs                                               2

       Thomas Hammerberg, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights (against)  1

 

September 17, 2010  Viviane Reding, European Commissioner responsible for justice and 

Human rights (against expulsion)                                                                                                1 
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                             Angela Merkel, German Chancellor                                                              2 

                             Silvio Berlusconi  (for expulsion)                                                                    2 

                             Franck Louvrier, communication adviser to the French presidency of the 

Republic (for expulsion)                                                                                                                1 

                              Nicolas Sarkozy ( for expulsion)                                                                     2 

                             Francois Fillon, French prime minister (for expulsion)                                2 

September 18, 2010  Jose Manuel Barroso, president of European Commission (against)    2

                                   Angela Merkel, German Chancellor                                                        4 

                                   Nicolas Sarkozy (for )                                                                                7 

                                  Herman Van Rompuy, the European Council President                         1

                                  Jean Claude Juncker, Prime Minister of Luxembourg                           2 

                                                                                                        --------------------------------------- 

Total                                                                                                                                     174          
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2. Swedish newspaper, Dagens Nyheter 

    Appendix 3 
 
2.1. Different actors and their frequency  

Dates                             Actors                                                Frequency 
July 30, 2010         Roma people                                                                                                    9

                               French government                                                                                         6

                               Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                               5 

                               A policeman who killed the young Roma                                                     1 

                               Rights groups                                                                                                   1

                               Roma’s organizations                                                                                     4   

                              Brice Hortefeux, Minister of Interior in France                                           1 

                               Dominique Sopo, Organization SOS-Racism                                               1 

                               French Socialist Party                                                                                     1

                               French Communist Party                                                                               1  

 

 

August 18, 2010   Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                                1

                              Roma people                                                                                                     6   

                              French government                                                                                          1

                              French police                                                                                                    1 

                              Brice Hortefeux, Minister of Interior in France                                           2 

                               Jean-Pierre Grand, UMP  member                                                               1 

 
 

August 25, 2010     Roma people                                                                                                13 

                                EU Commission                                                                                             1 

                               Roberto Maroni, Minister of Interior in Italy                                             4 

                               Valeriu Nicolae, chief of the Policy Centre for Roma and Minorities       4 
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August 25, 2010    Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                               3

                               Roma people                                                                                                    6 

                               French police                                                                                                   1   

                              Christophe Dufour, Archbishop of Aix-en- Provence                                  5 

                              Dominique de Villepin, Ex French prime minister                                       1

                               

September 4, 2010  Roma people                                                                                                18

                                 Help organisation, Romeurope                                                                    4 

                                 Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                             1 

                                The police                                                                                                        1   

                                European Commissioners                                                                             9 

                               Gerard Chambon, Vice Mayor at Choisy-le-Roi                                         1 

                                                                                                

September 5, 2010    Roma people                                                                                                4

                                    Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                          2 

                                    French government                                                                                    1

                                    Representatives for Roma people                                                             1 

                                    French trade-union activists                                                                     1 

                                    A Roma delegation from Spain                                                                1 

                                   Organization for homeless                                                                         1 

                                   Organization for Human Rights                                                                1

                                   French known left-wing politicians                                                           1 

                                   The police                                                                                                     1

                          Alice Januel, chairwoman of ANGVC, a Catholic Organization for Roma  6   

                                     

September 6, 2010    Roma people                                                                                              13  

                                   Jacques Salvator, Mayor of Aubervilliers                                                5 

 

September 7, 2010    Eric Besson, French immigration minister                                              1 

                                    Roma people                                                                                               4 
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                                    Roberto Maroni, Italian Interior minister                                              1 

                                    EU Commissioners                                                                                     7

                                    French government                                                                                    1  

 

 September 15, 2010  Roma people                                                                                               2

                                    EU Commissioners                                                                                     7

                                   Pierre Lellouche, Secretary of State for European Affairs                     1

                                   Besson, French immigration minister                                                       2 

 

September 17, 2010   Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                          8

                                     Roma people                                                                                              5 

                                     EU Commissioners                                                                                    8  

                                   Boiko  Borisov, Bulgaria President                                                           1 

 

September 18, 2010  Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                          4 

                                   Silvio Berlusconi, Italian prime minister                                                 1 

                                   Angela Merkel, German Chancellor                                                        3 

                                   EU Commissioner                                                                                       1 

                                  Guido Westerwelle, German Foreign minister                                         1 

                                  Peter Berneiser, spokesman of German Central Council of Roma        3 

                                                                                                                         --------------------------

Total                                                                                                                                           213 
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  Appendix 4 
 
2.2. Different sources and their frequency  
 
                                                                                                                            
Dates                             Sources  

Frequency 
July 30, 2010           Robert Kushen, chief of Roma’s organization ERC (against)                  3

                                  French government (for expulsion)                                                            2

                                  Brice Hortefeux, Minister of Interior in France (for expulsion)             1 

                                  Nicolas Sarkozy (for expulsion)                                                                  2 

                                  Dominique Sopo, Organization SOS-Racism (against)                            1 

                                  French Socialist Party (against the new policy)                                        1 

                                  French Communist Party (against the new policy)                                  1   

                                   

August 18, 2010           Brice Hortefeux, Minister of Interior in France(for expulsion)          2 

                                      Roma’s spokesman in Bordeaux                                                            1 

                                      Jean-Pierre Grand, UMP  member (against the new policy)              1 
 
 

August 25, 2010        Roberto Maroni, Minister of Interior in Italy (for the new policy)       4 

                                    Valeriu Nicolae, chief of the Policy Centre for Roma and Minorities  4 

 

August 25, 2010        Christophe Dufour, Archbishop of Aix-en- Provence (against)            5 

                                   Dominique de Villepin, Ex French prime minister  (against)                1 

                                   Roma’s Christian friends                                                                          1 

 

September 4, 2010   Dana, a Roma young woman                                                                     4 

                                   Bos, a street Roma saxophonist                                                                 1 

                                   Gerard Chambon, Vice Mayor at Choisy-le-Roi (against)                     1 

                                   Michel Fevre, from Romeurope (against)                                                2 

                                  Anna Hedh, Swedish EU  parliamentarian (against)                               4 
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                                 EU- Observer  (against)                                                                               1 

 

September 5, 2010  Alice Januel, chairwoman of ANGVC, a Catholic Organization for 

Roma                                                                                                                                               6 

                                    A French policeman                                                                                   1

 

 

September 6, 2010   Tsvetanka Jordanova, a Romanian woman                                              5

                                   Jacques Salvator, Mayor of Aubervilliers (against)                                5 

 

 

September 7, 2010  Cecilia Malmstrom, manager of the EU Commission for Asylum and 

Migration (against)                                                                                                                       6 

 

 

September 15, 2010   Viviane Reding, EU Commissioner for the basic fundamental rights 

(against)                                                                                                                                          5 

 

September 17, 2010   French president, Sarkozy                                                                        2

                                    Boiko  Borisov, Bulgaria President                                                          1 

                                     Herman Van Rompuy, the European Council president                      2 

                                     Jose Manuel Barroso, EU Commission President                                 1 

 

September 18, 2010  Nicolas Sarkozy                                                                                          1 

                                    Guido Westerwelle, German Foreign minister                                       1 

                                     Peter Berneiser, spokesman of German Central Council of Roma     3 

                                                                                                                    ------------------------------

Total                                                                                                                                             82 
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Appendix 5 

 
The names of main categories of agents 
 

French newspaper Le Monde 

The third actors are professional politicians in and out France. In the French newspaper, the list 

of actors is long. However, after I read all articles I find that there are actors who participated 

mostly than others in this conflict. This category is divided in four groups: The first group 

consists of the actors who represent the French government; French President Nicolas Sarkozy, 

Prime Minister Francois Fillon, Minister of Interior Brice Hortefeux, Minister of Immigration 

Eric Besson and the Secretary of State Pierre Lellouche. The second group comprises different 

actors who represent the Romanian government: the Romanian president Train Basescu, Prime 

Minister Emil Boc, Labour Minister Mihai Seitan, Justice Minister Catalin Predoiu, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Teodor Banconschi and Director of the Authority of Human Resources 

Management in the Romanian Ministry of Labour Anca Zevedei. The third group involves other 

professional politicians in Europe such as; the Belgian Secretary of State Melchior Wathelet, the 

Italian Interior Minister Roberto Moroni, the Czech Minister of Foreign Affairs Karel 

Schwarzenberg, the German Chancellor Angela Merkel, the Italian Prime Minister Silvio 

Berlusconi and the Prime Minister of Luxembourg Jean Claude Juncker. The last group in this 

category comprises European Union officials: the President of European Commission Jose 

Manuel Barroso, the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights Thomas Hammerberg, 

an EU Executive, the European Commissioner responsible for Justice and Human rights Viviane 

Reding and the European Council President and the European Parliament Herman Van Rompuy.  

The fourth category of actors comprises various activists. In France, these actors are; Roma 

associations, League of Human Rights, Non-Governmental Organizations, Alain Daumas, the 

President of the French Union of Associations of Gypsies, Ciprian Necula ( in charge of the 

project “La Maison des Roms”), Malik Salemkour ( Vice president of the French League of 

Human Rights (LDH) and Coordinator of RomEurope), Milo Delage Vice president of the 

French Union of Associations of Gypsies), Michele Mezard ( activist of Doctors of the World), 

Magda Matache (Director of association, Romani Criss)  Alexendre Lecleve (Director of the 
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association “Hors la Rue”).  Outside of France, different actors are; Mircea Stoica, representive 

of the Roma community in Calvini (Bucharest) and  Fabrice Basile, Head of Roma’s volunteer 

return program  (OFII) in  Romanian).                                                                                                                      

The fifth category includes actors who are experts in issues around racial discrimination and 

racial equality: Ewomsan Kokou, expert in Committee of the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination of UN (CERD)13 and Pierre Richard Prosper, expert in CERD as well. 

Swedish newspaper Dagens Nyheter 

The third category is actors who are professional politicians in France and out of France. The 

first group includes the main French politicians who were active and involved in Roma people’s 

issue. These actors are: the French president Nicolas Sarkozy, Brice Hortefeux (minister of 

Interior), Eric Besson (minister of immigration) and Pierre Lellouche (secretary of State in 

France). The second group comprises actors who represent the Bulgarian government. In this 

group, only the Bulgarian President Boiko Borisov is mentioned. The third group is made of 

professional politicians’ actors in Europe such as: the Minister of Interior in Italy Roberto 

Maroni, the Italian Prime minister Silvio Berlusconi, the German Chancellor Angela Merkel and 

the German Foreign minister Guido Westerwelle. The forth group in this category comprises 

actors who are commissioners in the European Union officials:  the EU Commission President 

Jose Manuel Barroso, the Swedish EU parliamentarian Anna Hedh, an EU- Observer, the 

manager of the EU Commission for Asylum and Migration Cecilia Malmstrom, the EU 

Commissioner for the basic fundamental rights Viviane Reding and the European Council 

President Herman Van Rompuy.  

The forth category of actors are people who are politicians but in a non-traditional sense. It 

comprises various activists and other groups that raised their voices in order to condemn French 

government’s discrimination against Roma people: Rights groups, Roma’s organizations, 

Dominique Sopo (Organization SOS-Racism), Help organisation, Romeurope, Valeriu Nicolae, 

chief of the Policy Centre for Roma and Minorities, French trade-union activists, a Roma 

                                                 
13 http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cerd/ 
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delegation from Spain, Organization for homeless, Organization for Human Rights,  French 

known left-wing politicians and the chief of Roma’s organization ERC Robert Kushen.                                        
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