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P RE F ACE

This work on the Maghrib countries (Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco) is a
continuation of M.Sc. and Ph.D. dissertations conducted at Aix-Marseilles
University (France) during the period 1970-76. The Maghrib was treated
mainly as a case study with regard to both colonial and post-colonial
eras.
Af ter many years of teaching the Maghrib in the University of Khartoum
as weIl as in the University of AI-Ain in the United Arab Emirates, and
given the scarcity of comparative studies on the Maghrib, the author
estimes that it is now time to give more attention to the use of the
comparative approach. The aim in this respect is to formulate new
conclusions from the already accumulated data in the different case
studies. The present work is an attempt in that direction.
As this work would not have been completed without the generous invitation
of the Scandinavian Institute of African Studies in the Guest Researchers'
Prograrnrne (May-August 1986), the author expresses his deep gratitude to
the Director, Anders Hjort, all the staff members and the librarians for
their very useful assistance and encouragement.
Uppsala, August 1986

Hassan Sayed Suliman
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INTRODUCTION

The study of the nationalist movements in the Maghrib - Tunisia, Algeria
and Morocco - is essentiaI for the understanding of the contemporary
political situations in this area. It is convenient to begin by defining
thebasic terms relating to the area and the subject matter of the study,
i. e. the "Maghrib" on one hand, and the key concept of "nationalism" on
the other hand. The purpose and scope of the study together with the
methodology, plan and sources will then be considered. This introduction
will be followed by a brief historical background of the Maghrib until
the establishment of French colonization.
Definitions
It is always important, especially in the field of politics where op~n~ons
tend to differ, to define the area as weIl as the basic concepts of the
subject not only objectively but also subjectively. Neutrality and impartiaIity are required in any scientific research but, at the same time,
personal judgements and evaluations cannot be avoided and are also sometimes needed in order to take position in controversial issues.
The area known geographically as North Africa consists, for the author,
of three neighbouring countries which lie north of the Sahara, all of
which had been subjected to French domination before they obtained independence, i.e. Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco, the last one had also been
partly dominated by the Spanish in the north.
In fact the ancient Greeks gave the name "Libya" to the area north of the
Sahara in order to distinguish its ''Ivhite'' inhabitants (the ancestors of
the native "Berber" groups) from the "Ethiopians" or Negroes of the
Sahara. 1 The Romans then used the terms "Africa" for the area nearly
equivalent today to Tunisia, "Numidia" for what is now roughly the eastern
half of Algeria, and "Mauritania" for \vestern Algeria together with
Morocco. 2
Subsequently the Arabs who came from the East gave the name "Gazirat alMaghrib" (the island of the occident) to all the area extending from the
west of Egypt while they also used the more exact term "al-Maghrib al-agsa"
(the extreme occident) to the Moroccan Far West. 3 It should be noticed
that the Arabs used the term "Gazirat al-Maghrib" in the same sense as the
term "al-Gazirat al-Arabiya" as both areas are surrounded by l-later on
several sirles, which the term "Maghrib" was used to indicate the direction
where the sun sets in contrast to the term "Mashrig" indicating the direction where the sun rises. This distinction later led to the division of
the Arab countries into Mashrig and Maghrib. In fact the Arab geographers
of the Middle Ages used the expression "Gazirat al-Maghrib" to designate
the whole of area including Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco. 4

8

It seems, however, that the Arabs followed the Roman tradition which
divided the Maghrib into three provinces: "Ifriqiya" for Tunisia and
Constantine (in eastern Algeria), "al-Maghrib al-awsat" (Central
Maghrib) for Algeria and eastern Morocco, and "al-Maghrib al-ags a" for
Morocco beyond the Atlas. 5 It is remarkable that the term "al-Maghrib"
is used today to indicate the name of the actual state of Morocco
whose Europeans names (e.g. le Maroc in French) came from Marrakesh,
the ancient capital of Morocco. But the term is also used in a wider
sense to indicate the hope for uni ty as expressed by the terms "alMaghrib al-kabir" (the grand Maghrib) and "al-Maghrib al-Arabi" (the
Arab Maghrib) that should include Algeria Tunisia and Morocco and
perhaps also Libya and Mauritania. The Maghrib ,vill be confined in
this comparative study to what is knmvn as the former "French North
Africa" consisting of Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco which all have a
heritage of common historical ties.
With re8ard to the term "nationalism", it should be noticed that it
is a modern western concept datin8 back onlyas far as the nineteenth
centurv. While it has a specific sense in western terminologyas applied to the rise of the national state (or state-nation) in modern
Europe, nationalism has a different sense in norr-western countries
of which Arab and Muslim worlds.
In fact a precise and a practical definition of the concept of nationalism is not easy as different writers have different definitions. Thus
instead of trying to find a suitable definition, some elements have been
suggested within the context of this concept which is derived from the
word "nation" (which is from the latin term "natus" meaning birth) .
These elements are mainly the following: adhesion of a group of people
to a common ethnic origin and to certain customs and traditions; existence of a common systern of language or, more general ly of communication;
presence of a territorial unity where is a system of sovereignty exercised through certains institutions accepted by the people; sense of
national identification with regard to the external world; and finally,
existence of co-ordinated activities directed towards the realization
of common goais. As the state, considered as a political entity, is
constituted by the existence of a territory, a population and an authority or government while it is recognized by other states as being sovereing, it has thus common elements and ties with the nation. This
situation led in Europe, with the separation of the church from the
state, to the creation of small modern national states which replaced
the great empires that strove for world domination.
This western concept of nationalism is not applicable to the countries
of the "Third World", including the Maghrib, as these countries found
themselves at the end of the nineteenth century and the beginnings of
this century, under the European colonial domination. ConsequentJy
nationalism meant for these countries, at that stage, the struggle of
their nations for independence from colonial ism before proceeding,
af ter independence, to the second stage related to state-building and
nation-building. In Arab countries, the term "wataniyya" (from ""Tatan"
or homeland) is used for the first stage in order to indicate the struggle for the liberation of the homeland from foreign domination.
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During this stage, nationalism is represented by the formation of "national" or "nationalist" movements with the goal of obtaining liberation and
political independence from colonial dornination. The second stage which
begins af ter independence, is given the term "ga=iyya" (from "ga=" or a
group of people with a specific identity) which shows the continuation of
the struggle for the affirmation of the national unity, identity and personality.6 This stage is also related to the processes of decolonization
in the different political, economic, social and culturaI fields through
the creation of new and original national institutions in order to replace the colonial institutions. The present study will concentrate on
the first stage of nationalism in the Maghrib, i.e. the nationalist movements for independence in Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria.
Purpose
The basic purpose of this study is to find in the last analysis an answer to the question: Why three different political systerns (i.e a "constitutional monarchy" in Morocco, a "presidencial" systern in Tunisia
and a "socialist" one-party systern in Algeria) have emerged in the
Maghrib af ter independence though all of these three countries of the
Maghrib were under the same French domination for a long period?
The study of the three nationalist movements in Morocco, Tunisia and
Algeria attempts therefore to give us a satisfactory answer to the above
question which is related to the contemporary political systems in the
Maghrib. This study aims thus at giving us adequate information which lS
necessary to better our knowledge for the good understanding of the
contemporary political systerns in the Maghrib.
The main assumption of the present study can be surnmarized as follows:
though the modern political nationalist movements in the Maghrib started
from the same point (i.e. opposition to French colonial policies), they
followed different courses and leaderships in the struggle for independence,and so they ended by different results in the construction of the
new constitutional systerns af ter independence. In order to test the
validity of this assumption, this study will concentrate on the rationalist attitudes and reactions rather than on French colonial policies
which are general ly knovffi today in the typology of colonial ism as been
related to direct rule, assimilation, integration and repression
This study of the nationalist movements in the Maghrib will also serve
the purpose of realizing an original work of synthesis which &ttempts
to make use of that rich literature of case studies already written on
this subject. This effort of synthesis will give the reader a 'comprehensive but also a concise work which is hoped to be useful both for
academic research and the general knowledge of the Maghrib.

It is clear that the subject chosen for this study is a very wide subject when it is judged from the fact that it includes the study of the
nationalist movements in three countries and for a long period of time.
The subject is also very wide if we take in consideration that huge
amount of documentation that we have about the subject in three
languages - French, English and Arabic.
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Nevertheless this problem can be solved by applying certain limitations
in the scope of this study. Firstly, as this is not a work on history,
it will not deal with the descriptive chronology of events. Secondly,
the study will concentrate on the basic data which is more relevant to
the subject, thus avoiding as much as possible all unnecessary details.
This involves an inevitable subjective selection of data from different
sources but with the maximum possible impartiality. Lastly the selection
of data will be limited to what is more appropriate to the comparative
approach.
Methodology
The traditional inductive and deductive methods are still useful as instruments of research in social sciences. However, these methods are not
enough for the modern scientific research and so they should be completed by modern techniques of research. The complementarity in the
methods of research has proved to be of better scientific results than
in the case of dependence on one method of research.
The comparative approach is goining today an increasing importance in
scientific research. Though the presc~t study concentrates mainly on the
comparative approach, is does not ignore other methods of research which
arecomplementary to the comparative approach. In fact in addition to the
traditional methods, the historical and analytical methods of research
are also important for the comparative approach. Thus this study follows
a comprehensive approach that goes beyond description to include different scientific methods that are relevant and useful to the comparative
approach.
Plan
The present study is general ly divided into three chapters, the first
two deal with the basic data concerning the nationalist movements in the
Maghrib ,vhile the last one treats this data in a comparative perspective.
The year 1945 is considered as an important turning point in the evolution of the three nationalist movements in the Maghrib.
Chapter one concentrates on the beginnings of the nationalist movements
in the three countries of the Maghrib since the beginning of this century till 1945. Each one of these countries - Tunisia, Algeria and
Morocco respectively - will be treated separately so as to indicate the
particularities of each case.
Chapter two deals w~th the evolution of these nationalist movements in
each one of the three countries - Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria respectively -. This evolution begins in 1945 and goes on until the independence of Morocco and Tunisia in 1956 and Algeria in 1962. In all cases,
more concentration will be made on the formation of political parties,
the courses of action and especially the leadership of the nationalist
movements.
Chapter three treats finally the three nationalist movements in a comparative perspective that will lead to the explanation concerning the
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emergence of three different political systems in the Maghrib af ter independence. The comparison will consider both the similarities and the
differences in the nationalist movements, but more stress will be put on
the contrasts in order to show their evident role and influence on the
independent Maghrib. The conclusion will touch briefly on the diversity
of the first constitutional systems in the independent Maghrib as being
the natural outcome of their nationalist movements.
Sources
A lot of material has been published on the nationalist movements in
the Maghrib as case studies in different languages. The author has been
able, during his stay in France from 1969 to 1976, to collect important
data in French (from CRESM in Aix-en- Provence), together with more data
in English and Arabic languages and he also visited the three countries
of the Maghrib for field work. He also consulted the more recent data
available in the library of the Scandinavian Institute of African Studies
in Uppsala.
This study uses both primary and secondary sources with preference and
concentration on the primary sources whenever they are available. Because
of the concise nature intended for this study, the footnotes will give
the reade r the necessary useful references for further research and consultation. A very important source of bibliography is the year book on
North Africa (Annuaire de l'Afrique du Nord) published in France since
1962 by the National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS).
Brief historical background
The political history of the Maghrib can be divided into two stages, one
before 1830 and the other af ter that date which marks the French occupation of Algiers. This latter stage is more relevant to us in this study,
but a general survey of the former stage is also useful.
The known history of the Maghrib began with the Phoenicians, who came as
traders from the scaports of Syria; Carthage became the most important
of their trading posts as it played from the Tunisian coast a very important role in the history of the Maghrib. 7 The sixty years Punic wars
between Carthage and Rome (261-201 B.C.) ended with the Romdn conquest of
the Maghrib. 8 During that period, the "Berbers" established three kingdoms and their great leader Masinissa tried to unify the whole region in
one independent State. 9 The Romans dominated the Maghrib for nearly four
centuries until the invasion of the Vandals who came from Spain in the
fifty century and dominated the Maghrib until the Byzantine "reconquista"
in the sixth century.
The Vandal and Byzantine occupations are considered as representing only
a "transitionaI period" bet\\7een the Roman era and the Muslim conquest
which began in the seventh century. 10 The Muslim period is the longest
and most important in the Maghrib. It began with the Arab conquest of
"Africa" (Tunisia) in 647 and extended \\7est\\7ard to Algeria, Morocco and
Spain \\7here Tarig ibn Ziad arrived in 711. His follo\\7ers reached as far
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as Poitiers in France in 732. 11 This marked later on the final victory
of the Arabs and Islam in the Maghrib. Thus the Muslim Arab Orient
(Mashrig) came to conquer the Berber Occident (Maghrib).
Af ter the Arab conquest, the major event that influenced the social,
economic and political conditions of the Maghrib was the influx of two
Bedonin waves. One came from the eastern deserts - Bann Hilal or the
Hilalians - and the other from western Sahara - al-Murabitun (the
Almoravids). The Hilalians mingled with the pastoral Berber tribes and
their language became prevalent, so the population of the Maghrib became
gradually a mixed Arabs-Berber population. In the political field, new
dynasties and kingdoms emerged in the Maghrib, notably the Idvissids in
Morocco and the Aghlabids in Tunisia. 12 But in the tenth century, the
Fatimid dynasty, which had its origin in the Shi'ism of the orient,13
came to dominate not only "Ifriqiya" or Tunisia but also Algeria and
Morocco, thus forming the Fatimid empire in North Africa. 14 With the
decline of this empire, three dynasties of the Sanhoja Berbers shared
the domination of the Maghrib in the middle of the eleventh century the Zinid kingdom in Tunisia, the Hammadids in central Maghrib, and the
Zenata in Morocco.
While the Hilalians disturbed, in the eleventh century, the established
political order in the region by forcing the Zinids and Hammadids to
move towards the coast,15 the Berber nomads of western Sahara, led by
Yussif bin Tashfin, established, within only twenty years, a great empire
around the new capital of Marrakesh: this was the Almoravid empire that
included the western half of the Maghrib together with the whole of
Muslim Spain. 16 Later, in the middle of the thirteenth century, the
Almoravid empire fel l under the attacks of some Berber tribes of the
Atlas mountains and was consequently replaced by a new dynasty - the
Almohads (al-Muwahidun) - who conquered the whole of North Africa including Tripolitania (in Libya). This huge empire was able during the
course of nearly two centuries to establish for the first time in this
region, the unity of the Maghrib. But then the Maghrib was aga in divided
into three Berber kingdoms, thus ending the era of the Berber empires the morocean kingdom of the Marinids in Fez, the kingdom of Abd
al-Wadids around Tlemcen in Algeria, and the kingdom of the Hafsids in
Tunisia and eastern Algeria. 17 AIso the Sa'adians, who came from Arabia
around the tloJ'elfth century, establ ished later on the "Sharif ian" empire
in Morocco and were finally replaced by the actual 'Alaonite dynasty' .18
The disintegration of the Maghrib in the fifteenth century opened the
way for foreign invasions. In 1471 the Portuguese succeeded in consolidating their four "fronteiras" - centa, al-Kasr al-Seghir, Tangier and
Arzila - and later took the whole Moroccan coast. 19 On the other hand,
the Spanish established themselves in the "presidios" of the Algerian
and Tunisian coasts. In 1497, they occupied Melilla and began to expand
their domination on the coasts of the Maghrib but failed because of
Turkish intervention.
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In fact the inhabitants of Algiers asked for the help of the Turkish
crosalr Arouj against the Spanish; Arouj made a victorious entry into
Algiers in 1516. 20 His brother Khayr al-Din who succeeded him, became
the founder of the regency of Algiers. The Tures then extended their
domination over Tunisia in 1534, thus establishing the regency of
Tunis which was also connected to the Ottoman empire. However, during
the seventeenth century, the two military regencies of Algiers and
Tunis gradually became more and more independent from the Ottoman
empire. 21 In Tunisia, the Husseinid dynasty established itself in 1705
and became increasingly later on a Tunisian dynasty.
As for Morocco, the situation was different. In fact Morocco succeeded
in avoiding Turkish domination and in minimizing Portuguese occupation.
Thus it remained independent of foreign influence and became a strong
and rich state during the reigns of some of its rulers at the end of
the sixteenth, the end of the seventeenth and the beginning of the
eighteenth centuries. However, it also experienced some Periods of
anarchy because of certain rebellions Berber elements. 22
The year 1830 marked the starting point for French penetration into the
Maghrib. The Polignac government in France decided on the expedition
which took Algiers on 5th Juli 1830,23 without any plan for conquest.
Onlyas late as 1834, it was decided in France to keep the occupied
territories in AIgeria. 24 This decision was in fact mainly the result
of the increasing organized local resistance led by "Emir\' Abd alKader ibn Muhyi al-Din who declared a holy war from western and central Algeria against the Christian invaders until his surrender in
December 1847, followed finally by the conquest of Kabyli a in 1857.
Already the constitution of 1848 of the Second Republic in France
proclaimed Algeria as an integral part of French territories.
The policy of assimilation 25 was subsequently followed by the government of the Third Republic in France. The natives'reaction was embodied in the Algerian insurrection of 1871. In fact the Muslims of
Algeria oPPosed alsosettler-colonialism and the establisrrment of
Frenchcivil law meant for them the domination of the "colours" (settlers) from Christian Europe. Consequently, Mohi al-Din, the elder
son of Emir Abd al-Kader, tried without success to revive the holy
war against the French. However, and particularlyin Kabylia, the insurrection gained force under the direction of the "bachagha" Mokrani
who, together with his brothers, declared war in 1871 against the
French in Algeria. The insurrection extended along the COast dnd
reached the Sahara; it lasted for many months (March 1871~January
1872). The defeat of the insurgents assured the political victory
of the colours over the natives af ter terrible repression. In 1881,
a new revolt in South-Oranais, led by Ouled-Sidi-Sheikh, broke out
following the assassination of Colonel Flatters. Again French
repression was without mercy.26
At the same time, France began its intervention in Tunisia in 1881
using the farm af a pratectorate system. Consequently France con-

cluded the treaty of Bardo in 1881 with the Bey of Tunis who was
supposed to have "accept ed" a temporary French occupation in order
to ensure that order was maintained in Tunisia. The treatyaIso
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gave France the right to exercise controI over Tunisia's foreign relations
and to intervene in the mesures to be taken for rebuilding the finances of
the state. But the new convention concluded in 1883 at the Marsa declared,
in its first article, the "accomplishment" of a protectorate systern in
Tunisia without any time limit. 27 This French intervention in Tunisia resulted in aviolent reaction from the local tribes in the southern part
of the country: the revolt led by Ali ibn Khalifa, lasted until 1910.
With regard to Morocco, it is necessary to point out that it was subjected
to the competition and secret agreements between many European powersuntil
France finally concluded the treaty of Fez in 1912 with "Muley" Hafidh
who consequently abdicated in favour of Muley Yussif (1912-1927).29 This
treaty established the protectorate systern in Morocco. Some years later,
the war in the Rif broke out when the Rifians, led by Moharnmed ibn Abd
al-Krim caused a terrible defeat to the Spanish at Anonal in 1921. Consequently Abd al-Krim constituted the "Rifian republic" in February 1922.
The French organized their military operations under the direction of
Marshal Petin from August 1925 and in concert with the Spanish until May
1926 when Abd al-Krim was forced to surrender. But the final pacification
in Morocco did not take place until 1934. 30
It is important finally to deduce some general remarks about the political history of the Maghrib. First, though the Maghrib was subjected to
the dornination of different successive civilizations throughout its long
history, only the Arabo-Islamic civilization of the Mashrig succeedeG in
establishing a permanent influence on the region, Secondly, despite the
different foreign invasions in the Maghrib, a good number of local and
native dynasties and kingdorns were established in the region. Thirdly,
the French domination on the Maghrib established a colony in Algeria and
two protectorates in Tunisia and Morocco. These protectorates were
erected because Tunisia and Morocco, unlike Algeria, had local political
traditions of government as a popular systern of authority had long
existed in these two countries before the coming of the French. However,
despite the efforts of General Lyantey (the first resident-general of
France in Morocco) to make the protectorate systern respected, this systern
resulted in direct French administration for both Tunisia and Morocco,
thus bringing these two countries close to the type of colonial administration applied in Algeria. Lastly, there was a continuous agitation and
violent reactions that took place from the part of the native population
of the Maghrib against all foreign invasions since the time of the
Phoenicians and until French colonization. IVhile in Tunisia the first
native resistance appeared to be of a limited nature, it marked, on the
contraryavery important feature in the cases of Algeria and Morocco at
the beginning of French colonization.
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I

RISE OF THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS TILL 1945:
THE BEGINNINGS

The nationalist writers of the Maghrib consider the first violent res istance against French colonization, notably in the cases of Emir Abd alKader in Algeria and Emir Abd al-Krim in Marocco, as the starting point
for the nationalist movements in the Maghrib. Many French writers, on the
contrary, ignore this first resistance (which was inspired by strong religious sentiments in the direction of holy war against what were considered as "Christian invaders") and so they concentrate on the political
movements af ter the beginning of this century. In fact this violent resistance can be considered to be the preliminay stage of the modern nationalist movements in the Maghrib where violence was also used by these
movements at the decisive stage which preceeded negotiations for independence. This chapter concentrates on the rise of the political nationalist
movements in the Tunisian, Algerian and Moroccan cases during the first
phase which ends in 1945.
The Tunisian case
1. The Young Tunisian movement
The political form of the nationalist movement ln Tunisia emerged particularly in urban areas at the beginning of this century. It was directed
against direct French administration and the controI of the command posts
in the country by French officiaIs. The most important personalities in
this movement were initially Sheikh Mohammed al-Sanoussi, followed by
Bechir Sfar who was considered to be the father of modern renaissance in
Tunisia by the Tunisian youth: he established the Khalduniya school (in
1896) to continue the mission of the Sadigiya school of Khayr al-Din
Pasha. The culturaI movement in Tunisia was influenced by this modern
tendency as weIl as by the traditional trend of al-Zaitonna.
In fact the "Young Tunisians" , led by Ali Pash-Hamba, \Vere inspired in
their movement by the Young Turks of the Ottoman empire 1 and the Egyptian
National Party at the time of Mustafa Kamil. In 1907, they formed the
Young Tunisian Party and began consequently to publish a newspaper in
French - Le Tunisien - which expressed from 1903 the hope that Tunisia
\vould be granted a constitution. 2 From that time, the word "constitution"
(destour in Arabic) became the basic slogan of the Tunisian nationalist
movement. In 1909, Abd al-Aziz al-Tha'albi (of alZaitouna Islamic University of Tunis) began to participate in this movement and to publish an
Arabic edition of the newspaper. It should be remarked that these first
young nationalists of Tunisia emphasised the distinctive aspects of the
Tunisian personal ity as opposed to the French.
The occasion for nationalist action came in 1911 with the Italian domination over Libya and the decision of the Municipality of Tunis to establish
a civil statute for landed propert y on the burial-ground of al-Djellaz,
which was the most important cemetery of Tunis. The result was an important uprising in the defence of Muslims and Islam.

19
In Tunis, a large riot occurred in November 1911 against the Italians
and the French decision on the cemetery, which led to a large number of
deaths and casualties. Le Tunisien was subspended and martiai law was
proclaimed, which continued until 1922. Then in February 1912, the Tunisians decided to boycott the tram-ways managed by an Italian company
because of segregation of salaries between European and Tunisian employees. Consequently the leaders of the Tunisian nationalist movement were
exiled. Ali Pach-Hamba passed the rest of his life in Turkey while alTha'albi went to Paris.
2. AI-Tha'albi and the constitutional movement
Af ter the first World War, the Tunisian nationalists were incited by external factors 3 to intensify their action. The liberation Committee of
Tunisia and Algeria was then formed and presented a petition to the
Conciliation Conference held in Paris in September 1918 and also to president Wilson in January 1919, claiming the rights of the peoples of the
Maghrib. Moreover, al-Tha'albi presented a petition in the name of the
Tunisian people to president Wilson in 1919 claiming the independence of
Tunisia. He also published with his friends in Paris, in 1920, a book
called La Tunisie martyre whose title alone was very suggestive. 4
During that time, the nationalist inside Tunisia advanced their demand
for a constitution (destour), transformed their movement into the Constitutionai liberal Party and presented their claims to the Bey in June
1920. 5 The Palace supported this movement and the Prince Mohammed Moncef,
the elder son of the Bey, joined the "destourian" party. AI-Tha' albi, ''lho
came back to Tunisia, was arrested for conspiring against State security,
but the "Destourians" succeeded in obtaining for him an amnesty and also
to abolish martiai law in 1922.
On the other hand, Bey Mohammed al-Nacer made, in April 1922, an ultimatum to the resident. general before the visit of the French President,
asking him to adopt a programme of 18 points, which in fact reproduced the
demands of the Destour Party (name given to the Constitutional Liberal
Party). The French President replied by making promises which were not fulfilled. In 1923, the Bey al-Nacer died and al-Tha'albi left to the ArabMuslim Orient where he stayed until 1937.
Inside Tunisia, at the end of 1924, a Tunisian memorandum was transmitted
to the French government by a Destourian delegation which once more put
forward the Tunisian claims. 6 AIso the Destourians participated in the formation of the General Confederation of Tunisian Workers (CGTT) and in the
several strikes and demonstrations organized during the second half of 1924
in Tunis, Bizert, Sfax, Hammam-lif and Cape Bon. Then, disappointed for
not having the complete support of the Communist Party in France, the Destourians began to speak in 1925 of negotiations "under the same care of
the protectorate and the treaties".
External events, such as the war of the Rif in Morocco and the revolt of
the Druze in Lebanon, awakened, however, the political sensibilities of
the Tunisian population. Throughout 1925, scattered incidents occurred
such as the demonstration of students against the inauguration of the
statute of Cardinal Lavigeric at the entrance of Tunis. 7
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Following the publication of the two decrees called decrets scelerats
(regulating the liberty of the press and defining crimes and political
offences in Tunisia) in January 1926 by the resident-general, and the
decision of the Destour Party to suspend its activities in order to "wait
for better days", Tunisia experienced relative calm during the period
between 1926 and 1931. 8
3. The new generation of Bourguiba and the Neo-Destour Party
A new important stage in the Tunisian nationalist movement was marked by
the return to Tunisia of some young Tunisians who had completed their
studies in France. Habib Bourguiba, a university graduate in law and political science, was among this group. The occasion for action on the
part of this group came since May 1930 with the Eucharistic congress, held
at Carthage, the decision of the resident to celebrate fifty years of the
protectorate regime in Tunisia, and lastly the question the naturalization
(through assimilation) of Tunisians. Moreover, the Tunisians were in touch
with events in the Arab countries, notably the progress of local nationalist movements and especially also the progress of radical nationalist
ideas propagated from the Orient by Emir Shakib Arslan 9 in connection with
the Islamic revivalist reformist movement of Jamal al-Din al-Afghani,
Moharnmed Abdu and Rashid Rida.
It is evident that in 1930, the connection or similarity between what was
happening in Tunisia (the Eucharistic congress and naturalization) and
the attitude of the Catholic Church in Morocco with regard to the "Berber
question" (i.e. separation of the Arabs and Berbers in the application of
laws) became obvious to many Tunisians. Consequently the young Tunisians,
including Bourguiba, began their nationalist activities centred around a
daily newspaper in French, La voix du Tunisien (the voice of the Tunisian).
Moreover, the Muslim congress of Jerusalem, held in December 1931, with
al-Tha'albi as a representative of North Africa declared among other decisions "the struggle to death against the naturalization of Muslims in the
countries of Islam administered by France". 10 Shortly af ter at Bizert, and
then all through the year 1933 in other regions of Tunisia, demonstrations
broke out in opposition to the burial of naturalized Tunisians (considered
as renegades) in Muslim cemeteries. The Muslims feared that the French
would attemp in Tunisia a policy of assimilation to which the country was
strongly opposed.
A new development came when Bourguiba founded on the Ist of November 1932
a daily newspaper entitled L'Action Tunisienne which became the starting
point for the organized nationalist activities of the new generation which
had been educated in France and came in conflict with the old traditional
generation. Since that date, Bourguiba worked to occupy without interruption the leading role in the nationalist movement whether he was free or
under house arrest, in prison or in exile. 11 On 12 and 13 May 1933, the
Destour Party held a national congress to discuss theconflict between the
old and the new generations of the party and to restore the unity of the
Destour. In this congress, Bourguiba put forward a prograrnme in which he
expressed once more the demands of the party for an elected parliament
with universal suffrage and added: "The independence of Tunisia, completed
by trea ty of friendship and of union with the great French Republic,
securing for France the interests of the whole foreign colony, will be the
ideal of the Tunisian nationalist movement". 12
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In response to this new nationalist attitude, the resident-general took
measures to restrict the nationalist press and to dissolve the Tunisian
Constitutional Liberal Party, However it was in fact a result of the conflict between the old and young generations with in the Destour Party
- and not becasuse of the resident's policy - that Bourguiba and his
friends were led to create at Kasr Hellal in the Sahel a new party called
the Neo-Destour on the 2nd of March 1934. The essentiai element in the
party' s programme was "the struggle in order to achieve the independence
of Tunisia by opposing French imperialism and colonization which is responsible for the misery in which the country has been plunged".13
The new newspaper of the Neo-Destour was called L'Action (al-'Amal) and
the new party was intransigent towards the resident-general. Consequently
Bourguiba was arrested in September 1934 and deported to the borders of
the Sahara at Borj-Le-boeuf where he stayed until the eve of the formation
of the popular front in France in April 1936. During this period, the
G.C.T.W. played an important role in the agitation which largely contributed to the new popularity of Bourguiba. In February 1936, serious troubles broke out in Moknine, Borgel, Sfax, Bizert and Tunis. 14
4. "The first Franco-Tunisian experience" and 1938 crisis
The new resident in Tunisie - Armand Guillon - who was appointed in March
1936, formed a perfect contrast to his predecessor. With his appointment
an era of relaxation and what Destourians called "the first Franco-Tunisian
experience" began. 15 Bourguiba several times put forward his party's programme and explained it, notably in a memorandum sent to Pierre Vienot 16
in August 1936, in a public speech at Tunis and in many articles in
L'Action. In fact the Neo-Destour hoped that France would react in Tunisia
as it had done in Syria and as Britain had already done in Egypt. But
Bourguiba admitted that the independence of Tunisia could not be immediately recognized as this would presume that public opinion was already
prepared in France as weIl as in Tunisia, while this was not yet the case.
Consequently Bourguiba proposed a series of mesures for future development
towards independence beginning with the abolition of the privileges given
to the French in Tunisia. Moreover he demanded "the substitution of the
actual despotic regime based on pleasure by a constitutional and democratic regime that permits people to participate in power, to take an
active part in the making of laws and in the voting of the budget "and
added:"The institution of universal suffrage and the extension of powers
to the Grand Council in this sense could be the beginning of a deeper
reform in the direction of the democratization of the regime". 17
This marked general ly the first stage of the "Franco-Tunis ian" experience.
However, the situation deteriorated in the second stage (Juli 1937 - March
1938) with the fall of the Ministry of Leon-Blum in France (June 1937) and
the return of al-Tha'albi in Tunisia (Juli 1937) with the intention to
rebuild the unity of the two Destours. Nevertheless, the age, the methods
and the fundamental conceptions, all separated al-Tha'albi from Bourguiba
and consequently the conflict between the two parties was inevitable. 18
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As for the nationalist action, strikes and serious incidents took place
since March 1937 between the Tunisian workers and the forces of the police. 19 Then the Destourians decided, in November, on a strike in solidarity with the victims of French repression in Algeria and Morocco. Bourguiba
made a call for the struggle in an article published in L'Action under the
title of "Unconsciousness or Cynicism" in which he wrote: " ... A general
counter-offensive in all the fronts ... The country is decided for the
struggle. It is also ready for all the sacrifices that this struggle
entails ... ".20 At the same time and on the occasion of the announcement
of the budget for 1938, the Neo-Destour withdrew its confidence from the
resident-general.
In fact political agitation extended in April 1938 to all parts of Tunisia
and a general strike was held as weIl as a huge demosntration led by Mongi
Slim and Ali Balhaouan, Many people were killed af ter the intervention of
the police: 22 according to the residence and 200 according to NeoDestourians. Then two thousand militants were arrested and martiaI law was
proclaimed. 21 Bourguiba and his companions were accused of conspiracy
against the State security and were referred to a military justice.
Henceforth, Bourguiba and his companions, until their return to Tunis in
1943, would only know the different prisons in Tunisia and France, and
finally Rome. The Tunisian nationalist movement once mere entered an era
of underground activities. It was then that Bourguiba was given the title
"Le Combattant Supreme", and during his absence, the main leader of the
clandestine organization of the party was al-Habib Thamer. The most important activity of the party during this period consisted in the continuous
demand for the liberation of prisoners and recall of the main points of
the Destourian prograrnrne. 22
5. The role of the Bey Monaf during the Second World War
Af ter the defect of France in 1940 at the hands of the Nazis, the Vichy
government in France appointed Admiral Esteva as resident-general in
Tunisia. Thamer asked the Bey to liberate the nationalist leaders imprisoned in France. Some actions of sabotage and popular demonstrations followed
and the police arrestedmany nationalist including Thamer and al-Tayeh Slim,
in January 1941. 23 The accussion to the throne, in June 1942, of Bey
Moharnrned al-Moncef marked a third stage in the Tunisian nationalist movements
(af ter the Young Tunisians and the establishment of the Neo-Destour).
Moncef saved the nationalists, who found in him at that stage a nationalist
leader in contrast with his predecessor the Bey Ahmed.
The Bey Moncef sent a memorandum, on 2 August 1942, to the resident-general
for transmission to Vichy, in which he demanded important reforms. These
included the institution of a consultative legislative council with a large
representation of the Tunisian side, the accession of all Tunisians to all
public pos~, equality of treatment and salaries, compulsory education for
all Tunisians with the teaching of Arabic in all academic establishments. 24
Af ter the German landing of 1942 in Tunisia which became a battle-field for
six months, the Bey Moncef addressed messages to presidendt Roosevelt, Hitler
and the king of Italy to toy and save his country from the sufferings of
the war. Moreover he formed, in January 1943, a new government sympathetic
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to the Allies with Mohammed Shenik as prime m~n~ster. This was the first
time that a Tunisian government had been formed without the consent of
the resident-general. 25
Af ter the release of Thamer and Tayeh Slim, they launched in 1943 a new NeoDestour paper called LfIfriqiya al-Fatat (Young Africa) and also, shortly
af ter, another paper called Ech-chafab (The People). The nationalist persistently demanded the return of prisoners who were released by the Germans
and taken to Rome. Bourguiba, who was very well treated in Rome, was then
subjected to all sorts of pressures,26 but in his speech on the Rome radio
station, he made in 1943 a call for union around the Bey Moncef and did
not say a word in favour of the Axis powers. 27 Af ter the liberation of
Tunis, Bourguiba immediately made a call entitled "For a Franco-Tunisian
bloc" directed against the Axis pm.,ers. 28 However if Bourguiba was
tolerated, the Destour remained suspended and the Bey Moncef was deposed
by order of General Girand and was sent to Laghonat in Southern Algeria.
In fact by deposing the Bey Moncef, "the French unquestionably violated
the treaty of 21 May 1881, discredited the dynas ty and confered to Moncef
the glory of a martyr, Moncef stopped reigning: Moncefism was born".29
One last important point to be mentioned in this phase before 1945 is the
death of al-Tha'albi in October 1944, as this incident resulted in the
regrouping of the different Tunisian political tendencies. A committee
of the principal movements - Neo-Destourians, Old Destourians, Moncefists,
grand bourgeois, teachers and students of the Grand Mosque (al-Zaitouna)was formed on 30 October 1944 and it declared: "An important debate is
established between the persons present and has arrived at a unanimous
agreement limiting, given the circumstances, the demands of the people to
the internal autonomy of the Tunisian nation (self-government) on a
democratic basis of which the form will be determined by an assembly barn
out of national consultation", In November, the text demanding internal
autonomy "las brought into focus under the title "Manifesto of the Tunisian
Front".30
The Algerian case
1. The Young Algerians and Muslim political movements
Af ter the end of the violent resistance of Emir Abd al-Kader and those who
followed his steps (Bon Maza, Al-Mokrani and Bon fArnarna), same political
and cultural movements emerged at the beginning of this centucy ,.,ith the
goal of safeguarding the Algerian identity.l
In fact the Young Algerians who had graduated from French schools, attempted, in 1908, to obtain political equality with the French in Algeria.
Before accepting compulsory military service, they also made in 1912 the
following demands: the suppression of the code of the indigents (concerning
the legal status of Muslims) and fiscal inequalities, the availability of
education, an increase in the number of Muslim representatives in elected
assemblies, and lastly French citizenship while maintaining Muslim personal
status. 2 The young Algerians already expressed their ideas in two papers
- Islam and Rashidi - published from 1910 in both Arabic and French. 3
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Af ter the end of the first World War in 1919, Emir Khalid, a grandson of
Emir Abd al-Kader, again took up the demand for equality with the French,
but was finally exiled in 1924 to France and then to Damascus where he
died in 1936. 4 In fact Emir Khalid struggled from 1919 to 1924 for the
revival of Islam and Arabism and also strongly advanced the demands of
the Young Algerians in their opposition to colonial policies; he did not
initiatethe demand for the independence of Algeria as a nation. 5 The
Young Algerian movement which published several papers - Le Progres, La
Tribune and Le Trait d'Union (i.e. the Link) -, extended its audience~n
the 1930's through new leaders like Ferhat Abbas and Ben Jelloul. All
hoped for the transformation of the "colony to a province".6
It is important to notice that the first Muslim political movement was
barn in metropolitan France in 1924 under the name of the North African
Star (ENA) that grouped the north African workers in France. It was led
from 1926 by Messali al-Haj who established a weekly paper - EI-Ournmah
(the Nation) and made of the ENA a militant nationalist movement working
for the independence of Algeria in the context of North Africa. It is in
this sense that Messali al-Haj was considered by the Algerian nationalists
as the father of the modern nationalist movement in Algeria.
Inside Algeria, two other political movements were born around 1930 and
were different from each other and from the ENA: one reflected modern
aspirations and the other attachment to the traditions, The latter was
called Association of the Reformist 'Oulama of Algeria founded in Algiers
in 1931 on the initiative of a religious notable of Constantine -Sheikh
Abd al-Hamid Ben Badis - who was influenced by the Arab orient and the
modern Muslim reformism (of AI-Afghani and Moharnrned Abdu).7 The former
movement was represented by Ferhat Abbas and Ben Jelloul who established
the Federation of the Elected Muslims of the "departement" of Constantine
in 1934.
One must recall here the important dialogue of 1936 between Ferhat Abbas
and Ben Badis. In reply to an article written by Ferhat Abbas and entitled
"La France et moi"in which Ferhat Abbas decried the existence of an
"Algerian nation", Ben Badis (who founded his paper Ech-Chihab in 1924)
declared that the Muslim nation of Algeria "has its history
, its religions and linguistic unity, its culture, its traditions
"; it is
"not France, cannot be France and does not want to be France ... ".8
Moreover, Ben Badis looked to the future of Algeria, saying: "Independence
is a natural right for every people on earth ... ". 9 His aim \vas thus independence but over the long term and af ter a certain stage of evolution during
which the 'Oulama wanted to concentrate on the Algerian identity through
the revival of Islamism and Arabism in Algeria. Ferhat Abbas was, on the
contrary, in favour of total integration with France while maintaining
his Muslim status. The Algerian cornrnunist Party (PCA) was affiliated to
the French cornrnunist Party, but it became autonomous in 1935. Thus by this
date, one should remark the existence in Algeria of three political formations - the 'Oulama, the Elected Muslims and the PCA - in addition to
the ENA which was still established in France.
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2. The Muslim Congress of 1936 and the formation of the PPA
The 'Oulama succeeded to present themselves in Algeria as the defenders
of Algerian nationalism while the modernists of Ferhat Abbas and Ben
Jelloul were disappointed by the French policies. Hence discussions began
between these two group s and finally resulted, with the participation of
the Algerian communists, in the first Algerian Muslim congress that gathered together in Algiers the representatives of the three group s on 7
June 1936. The congress produced a political charter whose text was entitled "Charter of the demands of the Algerian Muslim people" which insisted
on the legal equality within the French context. 10
In fact the text of the charter reflected a compromise between the different groups. It consisted of the demands of the Young Algerians, those of
the 'Oulema and those of the Federation of the Elected Muslims. The text
rejected "naturalization" through French citizenship. It also demanded
the separation of religion and the state (so as to prevent the French
authorities from intervening in Islamic affairs such as the appointment
of imams of prayers), freedom of Arabic instruction and Arabic press, universal suffrage and unity of electoral college, stop of expropriations,
and last ly equality of treatment with the Europeans. 11
It should be remarked that the three political organization in Algeria
placed their confidence in the government of the Popular Front in France
and in the project of Blum Viollette which granted the Algerian Muslim
elite the French citizenship without the loss of Muslim personal status.
But this project was strongly opposed by the French in Algeria, the members of parliament and the mayors of Algeria, and thus ended by failure
and was never discussed by the French parliament. 12 The delegation of the
M~slim congress came back from Paris only with the promise of the attribution of French citizenship to a limited category of Algerians. The second delegation as weIl as the second Muslim congress did not give better
results. Hence the experience of the congress cameto an end, and the Algerian nationalist movement had to take a new form in Algeria- the form of
political parties. 13
When the ENA was dissolved by the French authorities in January 1937, its
leader Messali al-Haj created in March the Algerian's People's Party (PPA)
and directed its activities (using apaper called Le Parlement Algerien)
towards the independence of Algeria. In fact, despite the similarities in
the statutes of the ENA and the PPA, the two organizations differed in
two aspects: on one hand, the PPA declared itself officialIyas a party
independent from the French communist Party to which the ENA had been
connected and, on the other hand, the PPA restricted its field of activities only inside Algeria and not the whole of north Africa as Algeria
alone, unlike Tunisia and Morocco, had the status of a colony which made
it different from the other two cases. 14
Messali al-Haj was arrested in 1937 and again in 1939, af ter the dissolution of party, along with many outstanding militants such as Ben Khedda,
Khider and Lahonel. He was sentenced in 1939 to 16 years in prison, but
he was liberated in 1943 af ter the intervention of the elected Algerians.
However, he was arrested once more in 1944 and was exiled to black Africa
where he stayed until his liberation in 1946. 15
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During this period, Ben Badis died in 1940 and was succedded in the leadership of the Association of the 'Oulama by Sheikh Bechir al-Ibrahimi. AIso
the PCA was dissolved in 1939. In these conditions, Ferhat Abbas took the
initiative to form a new political party with new persp2ctives for the future of Algeria.
3. Manifesto of the Algerian People
In April 1938, the council of the Federation of the Elected Muslim consiJered the creation of a mass party, and Ferhat Abbas took this idea to form
the Algerian Popular Union (UPA). But this attempt failed and Ferhat Abbas
launched another attempt in April 1940 when he addressed a letter to
Marshal Petin entitled "The Algeria of Tomorrow" ,,,hich contained a programme proposing a project of agrar ian reform, the development of education
as weIl as some administrative reforms. 16 But Marshal Petin made only a
vague reply to this programme four months later. in December 1942, Ferhat
and his friends took the initiative of sending a "Message of the representatives of the Algerian Muslims to the responsible authorities" with
copies to the French authorities and the representatives of the Allied
powers - U.S.A and Britain. The message demanded the convening of a conference to determine "a political, eco'10mic and social statute for Algeria" .17
But again the "authorities" did not IVelcome these demands.
In reply to the French attitude, Ferhat Abbas addressed, in February 1943,
his famous text entitled "Algeria in face of world conflict: Manifesto
of the Algerian People" in which he became more virulent. He said: " ... The
time has passed when a Muslim Algerian would not ask any other thing than
to be a Muslim Algerian ... ; consequently the Algerian people demand henceforth ... the condemnation and abolition of colonization ... ; the application
throughout the country ... of the right of peoples to dis pose of themselves;
the granting of a constitution proper to Algeria securing equality and
public liberties; the immediate and effective 1articipation of Muslim
Algerians in the government of their country". 8
In May 1943, these demands of the Manifesto were explained in a new document entitled "Project of Reforms follm"ing the Manifesto of the Muslim
Algerian people" which was presented in June to General de Gaulle. 19 This
document demanded the guarantee of the integrity and the unity of the
Algerian territory on one hand, and the recognition of the political autonomy of Algeria as a sovereign nation, on the other hand. It added that
"the formation of this Algerian state does not exclude the organization
with Morocco and Tunisia of a federation of North African States or a North
African Union which appears to many people as the best formula for the
future". In fact the programme of the Manifesto demanded in the short run,
the recognition of Algeria as a "sovereign nation", the hand over to an
Algerian government and, at the endofhostilities, the election of a constituant assembly by universal suffrage. 20

4. Ordinance of 7 March 1944 and the AML
This programme of the Manifesto was openly rejected by the new governorgeneral - General Catrouse - who had been appointed by the French Committee
of National Liberation (CFLN) under the presidence of General de Gaulle in
June 1943. General Catrouse proclaimed that "Algeria is an integral part of
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France". The financial delegations which had been suspended in Algeria
since 1939, were then restarted, but the Muslim delegates abstained. Hence
General Catrouse appointed a commission for Muslim Reforms which prepared
areport containing the outlines of the Ordinance of 7 March 1944. General
de Gaulle, in his speech at Constantine in December 1943, already prepared
public opinion for the promulgation of this ordinance.
In fact the ordinance of 7 March gave Muslims all the rights and duties
of French citizens, offering them access to civil and military posts and
widening their representation in the local assemblies from one-third to
two-fifths. 21 This meant that the promises of the Blum-Violle~te project
had been realized, but "it was too late". These measures \vere judged to
be excessive by the French in Algeria and the French rightist parties, and
insufficient by the Algerian nationalist organizations.
Henceforth, a direct struggle of influence began between the French reformers and the Algerian nationalists. Ferhat Abbas attempted to set up with
the 'Oulama and the clandestine PPA of Messali al-Haj a united front. This
was evidently the response to the ordinance of 7 March. It \vas also the
origin, on 14 March 1944 at Setif, of the association of the Friends of
the Manifesto and Liberty (AML) \vhich had the declared goal of "making
familiar the ide a of an Algerian nation and the constitution in Algeria
of an autonomous Republic federated to a renovated French Republic".22
It is thus clear that Ferhat Abbas changed his original attitude in favour
of integration to the ide a of a republic in Algeria federated with France. 23
For a \vhile, this ne\v position marked a triumph for him and he \vas able
to issue a \veekly paper - Egalite - in September 1944. But this success
only lasted for a short period as the Algerian nationalists continued
their membership in their former organizations while the PPAcriticized the
federalist ideas of Ferhat Abbas. 24 In the difficult economic climate of
1944 which was marked by a rise in prices and black market scandals, the
Algerian masses became more radical while the nationalist propaganda of
the PPA called for an Algerian parliament and an Algerian government. 25
The opposition against the ordinance of 7 March had already been launched
through a nationalist campaign. Tracts were distributed to the Algerian
population carrying the order: "Boycott the vote in the French electoral
body; donotregister in the French electoral lists; if you are registered
ex officio, do not vote". Sheikh Hadi Sanoussi, one of the leaders of the
'Oulama proclaimed that those who supported the ordinance and registered
themselves in the first electoral body, "would be considered as infidels".26
Moreover, the role of the press was equally important in this respect.
Egalite supported the Manifesto but with reservations because of censorship.
It also defended the religious action ot' the 'Oulama, demanded the release
of Messaii, condemned the elected MusLims who had taken a step backwards
in the incidents of September 1943 - particularly Ben Jelloul -, and
strongly criticized the administration and local agents-as well as high
officials. 27
This was briefly the situation in Algeria by the end of 1944: it was marked
by political agitation and propaganda carried out generally \vithin the limits of the association of the AML against the ordinance of 7 March. 28
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This was in fact the beginning of the mobilization of the Algerian rnasses
to obtain unityaround a programme of specific political claims. However,
this unity, especially in view of the strugglefor independence, was not easy
to achieve at that stage which was still marked by the existence of four
political formations that remained separate until 1954. 29
The Moroccan case
1. A wakening of Moroccan nationalism and the "Berber dahir"
Af ter the preliminary stage of the Moroccan nationalist movement as manifested in the war of the Rif, the movement was then revived politically (as the
Moroccans lost hope in the application of self-government af ter the retirement of Lyantey in 1926) through the activities of the young educated
Moroccans. In fact, during 1926 and 1930, there were two major tendencies
or movements among young Moroccans. One tendency was a traditional religious
movement inspired by the fagih (religious scholar) Mohammed ben L'arbi al'Alaoniand influenced by the Salafiyya (from Salaf or ancestors) reformism
of AI-Afghanie and Mohammed Abdu. The other tendency was a political movement inspired by the modern European cul ture that came through the French
educational systern. 1
The Islamic reformist movement was representaed by 'Allal al-Fassi, a young
student of the ParawiyineUniversity of Fez, who secretly formed a politicoreligious circle there. The second tendency directed towards modern cul ture,
was represented by Ahmed Balafrej who founded the society of the Supporters
of Truth in Rabat. lt is remarkable that despite the apparent ideological
and culturaI contradiction between the two tendencies, they merged in one
group by common national sentiments in 1927 while the occasion for their
common national action came three years later.
On 16 May 1930, the government of the protectorate declared the so-called
dahir berbere (i.e. Berber dahir or law)2 concerning the organization of
justice in Berber regions: Berber customs were to be subjected to civil
law and not the Shari'a (Islamic) law. Consequently the first public demonstration took place in a mosque in Rabat, and the movement extended to
Sale and Fez. Three leaders emerged from this opposition movement - 'Allal
al-Fassi, Ornar ben Abdel-Jalil and Mohammed bel-Hassan al-Onezzani.
In fact the affair of the "Berber dahir" "laS undestood by the nationalists
as a threat to the political and religious integrity of Morocco, and thus
it aroused not only the political opposition of the Moroccan nationalist,
but also caused an outcry throughout the Muslim world. With the major role
of Emir Shakib Arslan in Geneva 3 , the Muslim world protested against the
French policy of divide and rule in Morocco. The Moroccan nationalist
attitude reflected, on the other hand, the rise of political consciousness
among the Moroccan nationalists as weIl as the importance of the Islamic
element in this first stage of the Moroccan nationalist political movement. 4
2. The CAM and Plan of Moroccan Reforms
The affair of the "Berber dahir" gave momentum to the Moroccan nationalist
activltles in new forms both in France and in Morocco. Balafrej and AIOnezzani played an important role during their stayas students in France.
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In July 1932, the first issue of the Maghreb review appeared in Paris and
published a cable addressed to Edonard Herriot (president of the Council)
by the "population" of Fez. The telegram began as follows: "The Moroccan
people being oppressed and tyrannized in the twenteth century, though it
is under French protectorate ... ".5 Consequently the Moroccan nationalists
formed the Moroccan Action committee (CAM) which established strong relations with the nationalists of the Spanish zone of Morocco. A weekly review
- AI-'Amal al-Sha'abi (Popular Action) - published by the nationalists in
Fez, also began to appear in French in August 1933. In the Spanish zone of
Morocco, the nationalists published in Arabic two papers - Es-Salam (Peace)
and EI-Hayat (Life) in 1933 and 1934 respectively. The nationalists also
engaged in some political activities in order to influence the popular
masses particularly in Moroccan towns. But they sought ab ove all to reach
harmony and agreement with the Sultan: the idea of the festival of the
throne, the deep affection sho\Vll to prince Hassan, the designation of the
sovereing as "king" were all important factors. Still more important were
the nationalist demonstrations during the visit of the Sultan to Fez in
1934.
The French authorities responded to these demonstrations by the suspension
of all the organs of the nationalist press. Consequently the CAM addressed
in December 1934, the "Plan of Moroccan Reforms" to the Sultan as weIl as
to the government of the French republic and the resident-general in Morocco. 6 In this plan, direct administration in Morocco was condemned and the
protectorate government was described as "racial, partial, obscurantist,
antiliberal, colonizing and assimilating". The plan proposed some political,
juridical, social, economic and financial, and lastly other reforms. 7 It
ended with the nationalist demand: Suppress the "cross" from the Sharifian
decorations. Briefly, the plan demanded that the treaty of Fez should be
respected and insisted on the suppression of direct administration administrative and juridical unity of Morocco and the participation of the Moroccans in the exercise of power,
3. Formation of political parties and the Suppression of 1937
Anticipating the reactions of the French authorities to their plan of reforms, the nationalists continued, until the French elections of May 1936,
their attempt to attract some elements of the popular rnasses to their
cause, in paticular school pupils. However the coming to power of the
Popular Front in France did not signal a radical political change in policy
with the replacement of the resident-general Peyrouton by General Nogues.
In fact and as a result of the political activities of the nationalists
who demanded the granting of "democratic liberties", three nationalist
leaders - 'Allal al-Fassi, Al-Onezzani and Mohammed al-Yazidi - were
arrested but released in December. Many demonstrations took place in November in Fez, Sale, Casablanca and Taza.
In January 1937, the publication of five nationalist papers was autorized.
But from that time on, the nationalist movement was divided into two group s
especially because of the personal rivalry between the two leaders, AlFassi and Al-Onezzani. Another split had occurred shortly before between
the nationalists of the French zone and those of the Spanish zone af ter the
coup d'etat of General Franco (July 1936) in Spain.
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Abd al-Khalig Torres, a nationalist leader in the Spanish zone, founded
the National Reform Party (PNR) while his rival Mohammed Mekki Naciri
established the Moroccan Unity Party (PUM) at the beginning of 1937 in
Tetonan. This was also a case of personal rivalryas in the French zone
because all these leaders and their parties were aiming at putting
Morocco on the road to independence.
It should remarked that the rapid growth of 'Allal al-Fassi's group, which
concentrated on Islamism and Arabism, worried the authorities of the protectorate which thought that this group ,,,as making a "state" within the
State. Hence the CAM was dissolved by a decree in March 1937, and the
nationalists in their two group s contented themselves with sending telegrams of protest. Two clandestine political parties were forrned by the
nationalists as a result of the banning of the CAM - the National Party
for the Realization of Reforms, founded secretly in April and then openly
in July by 'Allal al-Fassi,8 and the Popular Movement (al-Haraka al-gawmiyya) formed by AI-Onezzani.
The National Party (al-Hizb al-Watani)of AI-Fassi was numerically the more
important and embodied the traditionalist tendence,9 i.e. the Islamising
and monarchist tendence, which later became, in 1944, the Istiglal (Independence) Party. The Popular Movement of AI-Onezzani adopted the modernist
tendence in the sense of the republican spirit and western democratic conceptions , but it remained confined to a small circle in Casablanca and
became later, in 1946, the Independence Democratic Party (PDI;. 10
Some bloody incidents then took place in Meknes as a result of the unequai
distribution of water for irrigation with favourtism to European settlers
leading in September 1937 to the death of thirteen persons and the wounding
of about one hundred af ter the intervention of the police against the Moroccan crowd. Demonstrations consequently took place not on ly in to,vns but
also in the country-side: this was the serious rebellion of October in
Khemisset. 11 The National Party of AI-Fassi held a congress and strongly
attacked the repressive policy of the resident-general. The National Party
was then dissolved and three nationalist leaders - AI-Fassi, Ornar ben Abdel
Jalil and Ahmed Mekonar - werediscretly arrested in Fez which had been cut
off from the outside Horld by troops "in order to avoid in advance the
reactions of the population". 12 Demonstrations broke out in Port-Lyantey
(Kenitra), Rabat, Sale, Casablanca, Oujda and Marrakesh. 'Allal al-Fassi
Has deported to Gabon, where he stayed for nine years, 13 Hhile AI-Onezzani
Has put under house-arrest, and Balafrej took refuge in Tangier.
4. The role of the Sultan during the Second World War
Morocco remained completely calm until 1940, and the French defeat by the
Nazis did not change the situation. In fact since the declaration of the
Har, Morocco had taken sides Hith France. But German propaganda, strengthened by the presence of an armistice commission (first Italian and then
German) as Hell as English propaganda Hhich stood against the Vichy government in France and praised the liberalism of Great Britain in its empire
Hhile celebrating the Atlantic charter Hhich opened neH perspectives for
the ~ependent peoples, all had their influence on the Moroccans. 14

31
Moreover, the authorities of the protectorate had already decided to distribute unequai rations for Europeans and Moroccans. This was interpreted
by the Moroccans as a discriminatory measure. AIso French troops ,,,ere seen
as a defeated force in the eyes of· the Moroccans af ter the Anglo-American
disembarkation in North Africa, and especially af ter the American disembarkation in Morocco in November 1942.
In this ne,,, climate created by the second World War, a very important event
took place in Morocco with the emancipation of the Sultan.Ben Yussef who,
for the firsttime, resisted General Nogues by refusing to accompany him
to settie at Meknes instead of Rabat. Moreover, the Sultan made contact
with the American president Roosevelt in January 1943. 15 This indicates
that the Sultan decided, in the absence of the nationalist leaders, to
manifest himself as the defender of Moroccan sovereignty against French
colonial policies, thus marking the beginning of the palace participation
in the Moroccan nationalist movement.
In fact some external events also hadtheir influence on the situation in
Morocco. In Tunisia, the Bey Moncef played an important nationalist role
until he was deposed and exiled while Bourguiba took a strong position in
his favour from his prison in Rome. In Algeria, the Algerian Manifesto
and the project of reforms were made known to the French authorities. Lastly, in November 1943, the French authorities met for the first time a
strong nationalist opposition in Lebanon.
5. The "Declaration of independence" and the incidents of 1944
Being influenced by all these internai and external events that occurred
during the second World War, the Moroccan nationalists began to think that
it ,,,as time to take up a new radical position, Hence since December 1943,
the two nationalist group s became united on the initiative of the palace
and in the absence of their rival leaders (AI-Fassi and AI-Onezzani) while
Ahmed Balafrej took over the leadership of the new movement, The result of
this new political conscionsness in the Moroccan nationalist movement was
manifested by the "declaration of independence" of 11 January 1944. Thi"s
declarationwas entitled Manifesto of the Istiglal Party 16 and was signed
by fifty eight representatives of the party.
The text of this declaration of independence contained a strong condemnation of the proteetorate and made recall for the unity of the Moroccan
people. Af ter recalling that Morocco had al,,,ays been a free sovereign state,
the Istiglal Party made advantage of the external transformations and the
moral obligations assured by the Allies in the Atlantic charter in order to
demand the reestablishment of the independence and the unity of Morocco as
weIl as the installation of a democratic regime of constitutional monarchy
based on consultation and similar to the Arabo-Muslim countries of the
orient. 17 The Sultan was given henceforth the title of "king", thus becoming King Mohammed V.
The Manifesto of independence was handed to the Sultan as weIl as to the
French, English and American authorities. The Moroccans reacted immediately
with great delight while the Sultan supported the nationalist demands and
began to make the necessary contacts. Thus it is clear that the Moroccan
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nationalist movement passed at this stage from the demand for reforms to
the demand for independence. A new climate was created and was perhaps
more favourable for negotiations, particularly with the arrival of the
French commissioner of foreign affairs - Massighi - in Rabat on 28
January.18
Nevertheless the situation suddenly changed. On the evening of 28 January,
the military security organ announced that they had discovered a conspiracy
organized by the German agents, and consequently Ahmed Balafrej and Mohammed al-Yazidi were arrested in Rabat while two other nationalists, of whom
Al-Hachimi al-Filali, were arrested in Fez. Paradoxically these four nationalist militants were neither condernned nor appeared before a military court.
As a result of this incident which reflected French repressive policies
against the nationalists, the Moroccans, particularly in Rabat and Fez,
reacted with violent acts against the French in Morocco. Again the Muslim
town of Fez became the object of cruel repression by tha authorities. The
results of this repression were very tragic: the official estimations talked about fort y dead and about a hundred wounded, but these figures were
in ~act very modest. Moreover, more than six hundred persons were arrested
and about four hundred and fifty were convicted. In addition to this, the
University of the Parawiyine was closed together with the Muslim colleges
of Fez and Rabat [or an indeterminate period. These measures resulted in
provocating a deep feeling of hostility between Muslims and Europeans.
The Istiglal Party declared in December 1944 that it would reject any
French projects for reform considering them "as a poultice on a ,·moden
leg".19
One can finally note that the Communist Party in Morocco was led by a Jewish
lav~er - Leon Sultan - af ter the departure of General Nogues in June 1943,
and it was named the Communist Party of Morocco (PCM). It supported the
government repression in 1944, but then changed its attitude. 20 Af ter the
death of Leon Sultan in 1945, the policy of the PCM, under the direction
of a Muslim Algerian - Ali Yata -, came closer to that of the Istiglal
Party which had already reorganized itself af ter the crisis of 1944 21 , but
the PCM failed in its attempt to constitute a national front of the opposition movements. 22
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CONCLUSION
It should be remarked at first that all the three countries of the Maghrib
experienced the preliminary stage of violent resistance based on religious
sentiments. This stage lasted longer in the cases of Algeria and Morocco
where some national political institutions were established by Emir Abd
al-Kader and Emir Abd al-Krim who conducted a holy war against the French.
The political nationalist movements started at the beginning of this century in Tunisia and Algeria with the movements of the Young Tunisians and
the Young Algerians who were in both cases influenced by the Young Turcs
movement of the Ottoman empire as both Tunisia and Algeria were Turkish
regencies before the French domination, Morocco did not experience these
movements because it was not subjected to Turkish rule as it had its own
Sharifian empire. The young Moroccans concentrated mainly on establishing
culturai circles in Fez and Rabat.
It should also be remarked that the Young Tunisians and the Young Algerians
did not raise the same demands in their opposition to French policies:
while the former called for the reestablishment of a "constitution" (destour)
which characterized the Tunisian nationalist movement since that time, the
lat ter concentrated on the demand of "equality" with the French. This difference can be explained by the fact that Algeria was considered as a colony
or an integral part of France while Tunisia, which had a dynasty in power,
was officially treated as a protectorate.
Another important remark concerning the beginnings of the nationalist movements is the existence of two major tendencies among the young nationalists:
one is traditionalist (based on Islamic reformism and Arabism) and the other
modernist (based on modern European cul ture) . While these two tendencies
were present in Morocco since the 1920's in the circles of 'Allal al-Fassi
and Ahmed Balafrej respectively, they emerged more evident ly in Tunisia
- AI-Tha'albi and Bourguilia (Old Destour and Neo-Destour) - and in Algeria Ben Badis and Ferhat Abbas (the 'Oulama and the Elected) in the 1930's.
However, while this division was sharp in the cases of Tunisia and Algeria,
it did not prevent the fusion and cooperation between the two tendencies
in Morocco.
It should also be noted that with the exception of the early Tunisian
nationalist activities of 1911 and especially those of the 1920's (including Destourians, workers and students) as weIl as the activities of Messali
al-Haj who led the ENA in Paris from 1926, the 1930's marked in fact the
first most important stage of the nationalist movements in the Maghrib.
This importance resulted from the formation of political parties on one
hand, and the conduct of more goal-oriented nationalist activities on the
other hand. In Tunisia, the constitutional Liberal Party (Destour Party)
of the 1920's was divided when the Neo-Destour was formed in 1934 by
Bourguiba who gained popular support, Three years later, in 1937, the PPA
was formed by Messali al-Haj in Algeria to replace the ENA ,,,hile the two
Moroccans parties of AI-Fassi and AI-Onezzani - the National Party and the
Popular Movement respectively - were also established in 1937 to replace
the CAM. All these parties directed their efforts towards the struggle for
independence, This explains the violent repression inflicted by the French
authorities on the nationalist movements and their leaders in the three
countries of the Maghrib in 1937.
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The period of the second World War, following the defeat of France in 1940,
marked lastly the second important stage in the beginnings of the political
nationalist movements in the Maghrib before 1945. This period witnessed the
new prominent role played by the Bey Moncef in Tunisia, the Sultan Mohammed
Ben Yussef in Morocco and Ferhat Abbas in Algeria. While Ferhat Abbas declared the Manifesto of the Algerian People and formed the association of
the AML demanding an Algerian republic in a federation with France, the
nationalists in Tunisia declared the Manifesto of the Tunisian Front demanding internaI autonomy and the Moroccan nationalists raised their declaration of independence. It should be noted, however, that Algeria was distinguished by the existence of four political formations - the PPA, the 'Oulama, the Elected Muslims and the PCA - which remained separate before 1945.
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II

EVOLUTION OF THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS TILL INDEPENDENCE:
THE DECISIVE PHASE

The period before 1945 marked the beginnings of the nationalist movements
in the Maghrib. This phase was essentiai as a basis for the decisive phase
that started from 1945. The evolution of the nationalist movements in this
lat ter phase was marked by different forms of nationalist struggle for
independence. This struggle resulted, about one decade later, in the independence of the two protectorates of Morocco and Tunisia in 1956 while the
colony of Algeria had to experience a revolutionary struggle in the 1950's
in order to obtain its independence in 1962. As the Morocean nationalists
declared their demand for independence in 1944 while the Tunisian nationalist movement demanded internal autonomy and obtained independence af ter
Morocco; it is convenient to follow the evolution of the nationalist movements in Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria respectively.
In Morocco
1.

The leading role of the Istiglal Party and the Sultan

The collusion between the Sultan and the main nationalist party - the
Istiglal Party - was consolidated in 1945 when the Sultan charged three
of his advisors including the fagih Mohammed ben Larby al-'Alaoni, to
establishpermanent contact with the Istiglal Party, and this marked a new
phenomenon in the Moroccan nationalist movement. 1 The Sultan, affected by
the nationalist demonstrations organized for him by the Istiglal Party
during his stay in Marrakesh, announced, in the eve of the formation of
the Arab League, the coming of great happyevents particularly for Islam
and Morocco and explained that he shared the same hopes with the people
who were acclaiming him while demanding independence. 2 Also the Sultan
continued his conflict with the resident-general until a new resident was
nominated by General de Gaulle, in 1946, af ter the Sultan's visit to France
where he was invited by the government.
The Istiglal Party which was led at that time by Mohammed al-Yazidi, addressed a memorandum to the new resident - Eric Labonne - about the grievances of the party against the regime. 3 Labonne reacted to this by the
liberation of political prisoners including Al-Fassi, Al-Onezzani and
Balafrej. The resident also announced his goal to apply the reforms made
in Tunisia for the participation of Moroccans with the French in the
municipal, regional and governmental assemblies. But the Istiglal Party
rejected publicly these reforms as they politically involved the principle
of co-sovereignty, and a letter was sent to the Sultan accusing Labonne's
plan to "consolidate the foundations of a colonial ist policy which the
experience of thirty four years had proved to be a failure". 4
Hence the Sultan suspended the six dahirs which were to put Labonne's reforms in practice. 5 Moreover, the Sultan who had the firm intention of
ensuring the unity of Morocco, decided to visit Tangier, af ter it had been
returned to the international regime. Despite the attempt of the French
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authorities to stop this visit through the bloody incidents of Casablanca,6
the visit took place on the fixed date, and the Sultan delivered a very
important speech in Tangier on 10 April 1947. He spoke about the brilliant
future of Morocco, its rights, its attachment to Islam and to the Arab world
- in particular to the Arab League-, and omitted the final phrase proposed
by the resident as he addressed only a brief compliment to France. 7 In fact
the Sultan no longer wanted to reign, but he wanted to govern and, increasingly to emerge as the leader of the nationalist movement. 8 He also
wanted to strengthen Morocco's relations with the Arab League.
I should bementioned here that the Arab League (founded in Cairo in 1945)
had already organized the Congress of the Arab Maghrib held in Cairo from
15 to 22 February 1947. In this congress which ended by important decisions,
the three countries of the Maghrib were represented. The' decisions included
five subjects of which the most important was the problem of the French
and Spanish colonization of the Arab Maghrib. In this respect the congress
declared the non-recognization of the protectorate treaties - considered
as being imposed on Tunisia and Morocco - as weIl as the possession of any
right to France in Algeria, thus demanding that these three countries should
declare their independence and the withdrawl of all foreign troops from the
Maghrib. The congress also rejected any adhesion to the French Union and
decided finally to strengthen the struggle inside the Maghrib in order to
obtain independence and the withdrawl of foreigntroops. On the second subject, the congress agreed on the necessity of the unity of the nationalist
movement in each one of the three countries of the Maghrib as weIl as on
the strengthening of ties between the three movements. On the third subject,
the congress set out the internaI and external role of the Arab League in
helping the Maghrib countries to obtain their independence. The fourth subject considered presenting the problem of the Maghrib in the United Nations
and the formation (for a unified propaganda) of the Committee of Arab
Maghrib composed of three sections: the Moroccan section of the Istiglal
Party in collaboration with the Party of Reforms of the Spanish zone, the
Tunisian section of the Neo-Destour Party, and the Algerian section of the
Algerian people's Party. As for the last subject, the congress thanked the
Sultan of Morocco and the caliph of the Spanish zone for their support for
the nationalist movement, and expressed at the same time its support for
the exiled Bey of Tunisia. 9
2. The nationalist and General Juin
Af ter the speech of Tangier, the French government decided to appoint a new
resident - General Juin (the son of a French colon in Algeria) - who was
chosenfor a harsh policy which he followed from 1947 to 1951. Consequently,
'Allal al-Fassi, who made a vis ist of propaganda for the Moroccan case in
France, went to Cairo in May 1947 ivhere he continued his nationalist act ivities. These activities were characterized by three important elements:
the consolidation of ties between Morocco and Egypt, the arrival of Emir
Abd al-Krim, hero of the Rif who escaped from the ship that was taking him
from Reunion to France, and finally the foundation of the Liberation Committee of the Maghrib in Cairo with Abd al-Krim and his brother as president
and vice-president ror lire, Bourguiba as general secretary and Mohammed
Ibn Abboud (Reform Party) as treasurer. 10
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Emir Abd al-Krim published a Manifesto in January 1948 signed by all the
representatives of the main parties of the Maghrib: Old Destour, NeoDestour, Algerian People's Party, the Istiglal Party, the Democratic Party
of Independence, the National Reform Party and the Moroccan Unity Party.
All these parties engaged in the struggle only for independence and would
not accept any negotiations.
The manifesto also declared that the Maghrib would follow Islam as an integral part of the Arab world like other Arab countries. 11 The Liberation
Committee of the Maghrib thus contributed to the new interest given by
the Arab State s to the North African issues: the formation of the Defence
Committee for North Africa in Damascus and the Society for the Defence of
the Maghrib in Beirut, but above all, the activities of the Arab League
and the United Nations had been very helpfull to the evolution of the
nationalist movements in the Maghrib. In May 1948, the Liberation Committee
of the Maghrib elected 'Allal al-Fassi as general-secretary and Habib
Thamer from Tunisia as Treasurer.
Inside Morocco, General Juin insisted on his extreme attitudes as he aimed
to confirm the provisions of the treaty of 1912, to consolidate the basis
of power and respect for authority, to separate Morocco from the Arab Orient,
res ist the nationalist movement, create a Moroccan group to collaborate with
the residence and finally to set up a new system of government and reforms
ln Morocco. 12
In fact General Juin sought to impose on the Sultan, under the pretext of
democratization, the dismantling of the treaty of Fez and its replacement by
a regime of co-sovereignty under which the French would again have the upper
hand. 13 Moroever, he established a distinction between what he called moderate nationalists and extremists among the nationalist elements, and, of
course, he only admitted the activities of the first group. Hence he accepted the publication of the papers of all parties but only understrict censorship, He also encouraged the formation of new political parties in favour
of France 14 and developed excellent relations with the old eminent Moroccan
personalities like al-Glaoni - the Pasha of Marrakesh - and Sharif alKittani. 15 Finally, he proposed political and administrative reforms for
the reorganization of the Sharifian Makhzen (central government) with the
int~ntion of applying the principle
co-sovereignty.16
3. The Franco-Marocain crisis of 1950-51

An importan conflict took place between the nationalists including the Sultan
on one hand and General Juin on the other hand as a result of the latter's
attitudes and policies opposed to the nationalists and the Sultan. 17 The
Sultan refused to sign the reforms proposed by the residence, and the deteriorating relations between the nationalists and General Juin led finally to
the Franco-Marocain crisis of 1950-1951. Since July 1950, the second college
of the Moroccan section in the Council of Government decided to abstain
from taking its seats. The Sultan, who was invited to come to Paris, prepared
two memorandums to the French government demanding in the second one the
abolition of the protectorate. 18 AIso some Moroccan delegates in the council
of government attacked the propos ed budget of 1951 as serving only the
interests of the French of Morocco. 19
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Finally, in the eve of his departure for Washington in January 1951,
General Juin made an ultimatum to the Sultan asking him either to sign
the proposed reforms and reject the Istiglal Party or to abdicate. 20
Af ter his return, the Sultan replied that he could not condemn the Istiglal
Party because he was above all parties. The crisis ended in February 1951
by forcing the Sultan through a so-called "Berber revolt" to condemn violence and "the methods of a certain party ... ", but the Istiglal Party was
not mentioned in name. 21 In fact the Sultan did not break official relations
with the Istiglal Party and did not sign the suspended dahirs.
The consequences of this incident were very serious as the residence v~o
lated the trea ty of Fez l~hen it compelled the Moroccan sovereign to yield
under the pressure of a local revolt orchestrated by the regime. 22 The
Moroccan nationalists responded by the formation in Tangier in April 1951,
of a Moroccan National Front comprising the four parties of the French and
Spanish zones. They committed themselves in the pact of Tangier to struggle
for independence without any compromise, to support the Sultan, collaborate
with the Arab League and to reject any alliance with the Moroccan communist
Party.23 'Allal al-Fazzi called for the Afro-Asian solidarity and made a
tour of the Arab countries in preparation for the presentation of the
Moroccan problem to the United Nations.
The appointment of a nel~ resident - General Guillaume - who also opposed
the nationalists - did not change the situation in Morocco. The nationalists
succeeded in influencingthe people to abstain from the elections of the
new council of government in November 1951. Some violent riots broke out
in Casablanca during these elections. The Sultan demanded from France the
concluding of "an agreement l~hich l~ould guarantee Morocco its full sovereign
ty and lvould establish its relations with France on a nel~ basis". 24 He
suggested in 1952, the establishment of a constitutional regime in Morocco
compatible with the continuity of franco-Moroccan cooperation. 25
In December 1952, the General Union of the Confederated Trade Unions of
Morocco, in Casablanca, strongly influenced by the Istiglal Party, decided
to höld a strike to protest against the assassination in Tunisia of the
Tunisian syndicalleader - Ferhat Hached. A very important violent demonstra
tion took place in Casablanca on the eve of the strike, but it was met by
a very severe repression from the police forces ending by a drama for the
Moroccan population. 26 The French authorities also exploited this situation
to give a decisive blow to the Istiglal Party. However more than in 1944
and 1947, this repression gave more international support to the Moroccan
problem as France was very strongly criticized in the General Assembly of
the United Nations. 27
4. The crisis of 1953 and the deposition of the Sultan
The French authorities formed aga in in January 1953 the same coalition of
high officiais, eminent Moroccans and chief s of religious groups, which had
failed to achieve the deposition of the Sultan in 1951, l~ith the firm intention of achieving this aim. In fact while the Sultan demanded immediate
independence, the French authorities insisted on a municipal reform includin
the participation of the French of Morocco and also on "interdependence"
between Morocco and France. 28 Hence the French authorities decided to depose
the Sultan l~ho rejected the policies and reforms proposed by these authoritie
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According to the official version, Al-Glaoni and al-Kittani gathered 287
signatures demanding the disrnissaI of the Sultan and they declared the
nomination of Mohammed ben Arafa in his place. Consequently trouble broke
out af ter 16 August in many towns of Morocco. The French government decided
to end the problem by authorizing the resident to discharge the Sultan
since he refused to abdicate. The Sultan was exiled to Madigascar while
Mohammed ben Arafa took his place. 29
This official version on the deposition of the Sultan was criticized in the
nationalist literature 30 and even in France. 31 The criticism put all the
responsibility of the crisis of 1953 on France alone and explained the
involvement of the French authorities in this regard. Moreover, it has been
remarked that the official version ignored all the eminent personalities,
the different social group s and the nationalists of the Istiglal Party who
had declared their support for the Sultan. To this should be added the important role of the French press in Morocco against the French policies
during the crisis. Briefly, France violated the treaty of Fez with regard
to the Sharifian family, and the protectorate regime came to abandon its
role as arbiter to take party, thus signing its condemnation. 32
As a result of the deposition of the Sultan, nationalist action took the
violent form of urban terrorism and guerrilla without abandoning political
activities. As the traditionalleaders of the Istiglal Party were all in
prison or exile, this action was carried out by some young leaders many of
whom had emerged from the popular classes and were of ten motivated by the
spirit of sacrifice. 33 Many attacks took place against the French and their
collaborators; even Ben Arafa escaped twice an attempt on his life. This
led in 1954 to counter-terrorism from the Europeans of Morocco against the
Moroccan nationalists andsomeFrench considered to be sympathetic to them.
The nationalists of the Spanish zone supported their brothers in the French
zone and refused to reocognize Ben Arafa; they sent arms and men in order
to attack the French posts in the north. 34
At the same time, continuous troubles and demonstrations took place in 1954
demanding the return of the Sultan who declared in December 1954 from his
exile, and in agreement with the nationalists, the formula of the council
of the throne and the formation of a provisional government to negotiate
with the French government a convention guaranteeing the integrity of Moroccan sovereignty, organizing the interdependence between Morocco and France
and putting into action the reforms necessary for the transformation of
Morocco into a modern countrygoverned by a constitutional monarchy.35 In
fact the rise of the Algerian revolution and the proclarnation of internaI
autonomy for Tunisia in 1954 had their great effect on the Moroccan nationalists who consequently intensified their actions around the problem of the
throne.
5. From the riots of 1955 and the "second war of the Rif" to independence
The nationalists who mobilised the Moroccan masses in the villages and urban
areas created an explosive situation for the new resident - Gilbert Grandval in July 1955. Also the demonstrations in favour of the return of the Sultan
continued in towns and Berber regionscausing riots that ended by the death
of many Moroccans and Europeans. 36 This finally led the French government to
open negotiations with Moroccan delegations in August 1955 at Aix-les Bains.
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The Moroccans nationalists won the first game in the final cr~s~s when the
French government prepared the departure of Ben Arafa for Tangier in October.
Consequently the nationalists began the second game by attacking two French
posts in the Rif. These attacks were carried out by some elements of the
"Army of Liberation" organized in the Rif by nationalists such as Dr. AIKhatib. This Moroccan force was itself presented as part of the Army of
Liberation of the Arab Maghrib, acting in liaison with the Algerian nationalists. This army declared that it would carry out a national insurrection
against the French, encircle the posts in the Rif and the middle Atlas, and
pursue the struggle until the total independence of Morocco and AIgeria. 37
AIso 'Allal al-Fassi called in Cairo for a declaration of war against France
and announced that the rebellion of Algeria and Morocco was henceforth put
under a common command. It should be noticed that, unlike the first war of
the Rif, the second one took place under a situation of Franco-Spanish
rivalryas the Spanish were supporting the Moroccan nationalists against
the French since the deposition of the Sultan Ben Yussef.
Finally in October 1955, the council of the throne was formed of a prime
minister - Haj Mohammed al-Mokri - and three members. AIso AI-Glaoni,
followed by AI-Kittani, changed their attitude and demanded the return of
the Sultan, thus ending the traditionalists' opposition to Mohammed Ben
Yussef. Consequently the way was open for the Sultan to come back to Morocco
under the title of Mohammed V, given to him by the nationalists. The first
negotiations between him and the French government ended by the common
declaration of November 1955 at La Celle-Saint-Cloud, which foresaw fur the r
negotiations for "the accession of Morocco to the.Status of an independent
state united with France by permanent ties of interdependence" .38 In fact
the Sultan and the nationalists concentrated on independence and interpreted
the principale of "interdependence" as a consolidating element for independence and not a limitation on it,39 while the French government considered the
independence of Morocco as resulting from the conventions of interdependence
with France. However, the further negotiations between the two sides finally
ended in Paris by the common declaration of the independence of Morocco on
2 March 1956. 40
In Tunisia
1. The "congress of independence" of 1946
The demand for internaI autonomy, made by the Tunisian nationalist movement
by the end of 1944, distinguished the political scene in Tunisia in 1945 and
above all, later became the basis for development towards independence, In
February 1945, the "Committee of the Sixty" (representing the principal movements) confirmed this demand, becoming thus the "Manifesto of the Tunisian
people".1 The nationalists in Tunisia were convinced that they could obtain
nothing from France through the normal means of friendly negotiations and
they thus decided to appeal for foreign support which, in addition to internal pressure, would perhaps compel the French government to consider the
Tunisian claims seriously.
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The moment was favourable since the establishement in Cairo of the Arab
League in March 1945. Bourguiba decided thus to go to Cairo to make contacts
with the general secretary of the League, Abd al-Rahman 'Azzam. From there,
he traveiled extensively in order to make the le~itimacy of the Tunisian
case kno\vn to different governments and peoples. Salah Ben Youssef took
over theleadership of the Neo-Destour af ter the departure of Bourguiba, and
the nationalist action began by a strike in Sfax in June 1946 under the
direction of the General Union of Tunisian workers (UGTT).
A Tunisian National Front was formed in August and it group ed together all
the opposition forces including cornrnunists. Hence the "Congress of Independence" of 23 August 1946 \yas held and \yas attended by all the major political
movements. Only Salah Ferhat - leader of the Old Destour - and Salah ben
Youssef had time to make their speeches against France before the intervention of the police. Salah ben Youssef had time to shout: "Are you unanimous
in proclaiming the total independence of Tunisia?". The persons present all
replied: "Independencel Independencel".3
It should be remarked that this national congress of 1946 issued a charter
of great political importance. This charter reflected the development of
nationalist consciousness in Tunisia; only about two years af ter the demand
for international autonomy, the nationalist clairned independence. The charter contained serious accusations against France. Briefly, it declared that
before 1881, Tunisia had been an independent State attached to the Ottoman
empire by ties which \yere more religious than political; France had imposed
a protectorate regime on Tunisia and overstepped the role defined by the
treaty of Bardo; France had violated the treaties of the protectorate by
deporting Bey Moncef and followed a misguided policy of naturalization,
administration and economy which had resulted in a state of poverty as weil
as the absence of civilliberties among the Tunisians; France did not play
its role as protector when Tunisia fel l into the hands of the Axis powers,
despite the support of the Tunisians for France during the war; the protectora te regime was on ly temporary according to the text of the trea t y; colonization \yas condemned by the United Nations and even France admitted,
with the other po\yers, the temporary character of any colonial regime.
Because of all this, the charter came to the conclusion that the protectorate regime, wich was political and economic, was not at all in conformity
with the sovereignty and the vital interests of the Tunisian people and
that this \yas an imperialist regime which had proved before the world its
failure af ter an experience of sixty-five years. Thus the charter affirmed
the absolute determination of the Tunisian people to obtain its full indepen ence before joining as a sovereign State, the Arab League and the United
Nations and participating in the Conference of Conciliation. 4
The national congress of 1946 gave rise in consequence to popular agitation
and the arrest of fort y nationalists leading to further demonstrationS as
weil as protests coming particularly from the Arab world. To calm do\vn the
situation and avoid a general revolt, the resident-general freed the prisonel
and announced new reforms in September, but the nationalists rejected these
reforms as weil as the project of the French Union. the Neo-Destour, which
was leading the nationalists, declared in May 1947 two strikes, one on the
sixty-sixth anniversary of the French protectorate in Tunisia and the other
in protest against the deposition of the Bey Moncef. Also the nationalists
refused the reforms introduced by the new reside~t Mons in Julyas they
gave veto powers to the French in the new cabinet. 16
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The organized in Sfax a strike which, af ter the intervention of the police,
left 29 dead and 57 wounded demonstrators. Af ter this repression, the
nationalists lost in September 1948 the Bey Moncef who died in exile as
the French government refused to liberate him despite his sickness.
2. Bourguiba and the French reforms of 1951
In Cairo, Bourguiba participated in the Cornrnittee of Liberation of the Arab
Maghrib as its secretary-general and wrote a letter to Ferhat Abbas calling
for the formation of a North-African union, 7 while he always considered
continuing the dialogue with France. In November 1946, he gave the French
ambassador in Cairo a note entitled "France in face of the Tunisian problem"
in which he stated: "Hhat Tunisia claims is the status of a sovereign State,
attached to France by a treaty of alliance freely negotiated in order to
guarantee to the latter its strategic, economic and cultural interests. An
elected constituent assembly will give the country a modern democratic constitution ... ".8 Hence Bourguiba opted for the method of stages to realize
the goal of the independence of Tunisia from France. 9 He returned with these
ideas to Tunisia in September 1949.
Bourguiba began his return by visiting the Bey Lamine, the sovereign of the
country, and made a tour thoughout Tunisia before he left to France, in
April 1950, in order to explain his position to the French government and
public opinion. He expressed this position in a press conference during which
he stated the Tunisian claims in seven points which he had already made to
the France-Press Agency: establishment of an executive as a depository of
Tunisian sovereignty, constitution of a homogeneolis government whose meetings
would be presided over by the sovereign, abdication of the general secretariate, civil controllers and the French "gendarmerie", institution of elected
municipalities with representation of French interests where French minorities existed, creation of a national assembly elected by universal
suffrage which would formulate a democratic constitution determining relations between Tunisia and France. 10 Bourguiba held that these structural
reforms would guarantee the independence of Tunisia, but would also consolidate and strengthen the spirit of Franco-Tunisian cooperation which was a
geographical reality. 11
The French government reacted by the appointment of a new resident- Perillier
and on that occasion, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs - Robert Schuman made on 10 June 1950 an important statement which was the origin of all the
misunderstandings that followed. He declared: "M. Perillier, in his neiv
post, will have the mission of leading Tunisia towards the full blooming
of its wealth and to take it towards independence which is the final goal
for all the territories within the French Union. It is important however
to accept the necessary delay and if this undertaking succeeds, France, in
the course of its long history, would have accomplished once more its
civilizing mission". 12
This declaration provoked different reactions. Bourguiba soon took advantage
of this declaration by insisting on the ivord "independence" and consequently
advocated the opening ofnegotiations between the Bey and the real representatives of the Tunisian people on one sida, and the French government on
the other side, in order to determine the contents and the stages to be
followed. 13 But it soon became clear that for the French government, it was
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not at all a question of ap ening negotiations between governments as on1y
same reforms were to be expected in the direction of interna1 autonomy
and not independence. Hence a Tunisian ministry was formed with Mohammed
Shenik (a former prime minister of the Bey Moncef) as prime minister
wh~le Sa1ah ben Youssef, general secretary of. the Neo-Destour, represented
his party as minister of Justice. This cabinet had as mission to "negotiate
in the name of His Highness the Bey the institutiona1 modifications which,
by successive stages, shou1d 1ead Tunisia towards interna 1 autonomy". 14
Shenik dec1ared that this internal autonomy wou1d gradual1y be expanded in
order to fina11y achieve the total sovereignty of Tunisia. 15
As the French government was not ready to fulfil its promises, a workers'
strike and same vialent incidents took place. 16 This led to negotiations
and to the promulgation in Frebruary 1951 of six decrees concerning same
reforms in the council of ministers, budget procedures and general administrative posts. 17 But the nationalists were not satisfied by these reforms
and the Bey Lamine supported their position. Nevertheless, the resident
proposed a plan of municipal counci1s based on the princip1e of cosovereignty "hich was again rejected by Bourguiba and the nationa1ists. 18
Shenik made a memorandum demanding the establishment of Tunisian sovereingty,
fo110wed by the conclusian of agreements with France in the cultural,
economic and strategic spheres and guarantering all the civil rights for
the French in Tunisia. 19
The French government insisted in its reply of December 1951 on the princip1e of co-sovereignty and no more on internai autonomy. Bourguiba, on his
return from a long trip (Karachi, Calcutta, Jakarta, Bombay, Cairo, London,
Stockholm, U.S.A., Rome and Istanbul) declared: "A page of the Tunisian
history is turned, The reply of M. Schuman opens an era of repression and
resistance with its inevitab1e train of tears, mourning and animosity". Thus
the rupture between the two sides became a fact by the end of 1951 and so
the second Franco-Tunisian experience ended in failure. The nationalists,
then decided to a~Bea1 to the United Nations by sending a petition to the
Security Council.
The Neo-Destour held a secret congress in which it confirmed the position of the nationalists for the independence of Tunisia and
the conc1usion of a treaty with France on the basis of equa1ity.21
3. The repression of 1952 and the nationalist reactians
The appointment in January 1952 of the new resident de Hantecloque marked
a era of repression. Because two Tunisian ministers (Ben Yussef and Badva)
1eft to France the same day of his arrival at Tunis, he insisted that the
Beyshou1d dismiss Shenik's ministry. He then forbade the congress of the
Neo-Destour and arrested Bourguiba, Mongi Slim and the principal leaders
of the party.22 Af ter the secret congress, Hadi Shaker,who presided over
it, was a1so arrested with other members of the party whose week1y paper
was seized,
This policy of de Hantecloque resu1ted in popular and b100dy demonstrations
that immediately began af ter 18 January. This agitation reached the South
and extended all over Tunisia, notably in Tunis, Sousse, Hammamat and
Mokrine. 23 The repression was ve~y severe, particu1ar1y in Cape Bon, where
the resident app1ied martia1 1aw and authorized a mi1itary operation during
the last days of January.24 The number of victims was greater and the
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mesures of repression were harsher than in 1938. Moreover, the agitation
and the repression continued for a long period as the situation did not
improve during the months of February and March. Moreover the Bey rejected
the note of the French government of January 1952 and supported the position of the nationa1ists. 25
Consequent1y the Security Council accepted the Tunisian petition presented
by fifteen African and Asian States. To make this recourse unnecessary,
Bourguiba demanded from France to fix a reasonab1e date for the app1ication
of the princip1e of interna1 autonomyas did the British in the Sudan .26
This became in fact the policy of Edgar Faure, the new president of the
council in France. But his government was soon rep1aced by Pinay, who appeared less inc1ined to compromise. Re gave all Latitude to de Rautec10que
in order to "re-estab1ish the favourab1e conditions for the restarting of
dialogue" . 2 7 This was the occasion for the resident to act to rep1ace Shenik I s
ministry. As the Bey refused his demand, he decided to take action by force
as he arrested Shenik and three ministers whi1e the other two ministers in
Paris 1eft secret1y to Egypt. A curfew was instituted in tOivuS, martia1 1aw
was revived andcensorship was re-estab1ished whi1e po1ice powers were given
to General Garbay.28
Nationalist reactions against this new situation were swift. There was a
general strike in Tunisia on 26 March and the day ended with severa1 demonstration and the arrest of a 1arge number of peop1e. Moreover, a meeting
was hel d on the same day under the presidency of Tahir ben 'Amar in the
Chamber of comrnerce, where the representatives of different political, professional, economic and cu1tura1 associations were gathered. This meeting
decided on the non-recognition of the status quo and the strugg1e in all
demains and by all means, for the return of the legal ministry.29 Rowever,
the resident forced the Bey to appoint Salah ed-Din Bacconshe as prime
minister. 30 Strikes and demosntrations continued while Bacconshe had many
difficulties to from his ministry which was not welcomed by the Tunisians.
The French government made a plan of reforms which was far from Tunisian
claims and the Bey authorized his elder son, Prince Shadly, to make a
declaration to the press criticizing strongly this plan of reforms as it
recognized the principle of co-sovereignty.31 The Bey decided to consult
the Tunisian people whose representatives in the different fields had already declared in a manifesto their total rejection of the plan of reforms?2
In ignoring the Bacconshe ministry, he convoked in August forty-two personalities including high-ranking religions officiaIs, the two heads of the
two orthodox schooIs, some representatives of the moderate bourgeoisie,
Ferhat Rached - general secretary of the UGTT -, some journalists and a
representative of each of the Old Destour, Neo-Destour and the Jewish
comrnunisty.
The commission of the "forty" as i'laS called, strongly criticized the plan
of reforms and the Bey, thus sent his negative reply to French government
explaining that these reforms did not satisfyeven the minimun claims of
the Tunisian people and also of himself and that they did not represent a
stage in the progress towards the internaI autonomy promised officially
to Tunisia by France. 33 Tunisian opinion almost unanimonsly approved the
attitude of the Bey and his advisors and showed itse1f ready to support the
struggle, more or less openly, as the only means of expression.
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The United Nations discussed in October the Tunisian problem and expressed
the hope that the two sides would continue negotiations without delay in
view of the accession of the Tunisians to the capacity of administering
their own affairs. 34 For the Tunisians, this was an incontestable moral
victory. The methods of force and repression used by de Hautecloque were
implicitly condemned.
4. Assassination of Ferhat Hached and insurrection of the "Fellagha"
In Tunis, however, the decision of the United Nations did not have the repercussion expected by the nationalists. People there were still under the
shock provoked by the assassination ofFerhat Hash l, murdered on 5 December
1952, and the repression that followed. 35 For feaL of terrorist action, de
Hautecloque hurried to arrest Ferhat Hached's assistant as weIl as a number
of leaders of the Neo-Destour. He opposed the public funeral of Ferhat Hachec
and even refused to give his body to his family. Moreover he tried to obtain
the approval of the Bey for the decrees of the reforms by giving him an
ultimatum, but the Bey refused to seal the reform decrees until the French
government forced him to do so.36
Despite the nationalists' decision to obstain, the resident imposed the municipal elections in 1953. The result was massive abstention in the big
towns while a wave of terrorism passed through the country. The "collaboraton '
with the French were exented one af ter another and some public buildings
were subject to bomb attacks. AK the repressive mesures of the residence
proved to be ineffective as the terrorists remained undiscovered. 37 The
failure of the policy of de Hautecloque was thus evident.
The ne,,, government in France drew up a plan of reforms that was agreed up on
by the Tunisian nationalists and many French deputies. This plan would later
serve as the basis for the establishment of the Franco-Tunisian conventions.
But for the moment, the situation in Tunisia did not improve. During the
first days of the nomination of the new resident - Voizard , the murder in
September 1953 of Hadi Shaker, an important leader of the Neo-Destour and a
tradesman, took place in circumstances similar to those of the assasination
of Ferhat Hached. Voizard appliedsome liberal mesures and made many contacts
in the country except ,,,ith the members of the Neo-Destour as he considered
them as an insignificant group and a handful of agitators with no popular
support. It is said that this was the reason for his failure. 38
Voizard's first initiative was the formation of a Tunisian government ln
March 1954. He chose Mohammed Salah Mzali as prime minister. The Neo-Destour
refused to participate in Mzali's ministry while the resident declared seven
decrees and aresidential decision. 39 Again the nationalists rejected the
new reforms as they sm" in them a new affirmation of the principle of cosovereignty. Hence the failure of Voizard was evident and it had already
begun ,,,hen he refused dialogue with the members of the Neo-Destour. The
result was that the nationalists, convinced that an agreement was no longer
possible through peaceful means, prepared themselves for a trial of force.
Consequently the insurrection of the "Fellagha", a movement whose origins
went back to the crisis of Shenik's ministry in 1952, began to spread af ter
the last reforms of 4 March 1954. 40 It also took on a political character
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as it had been strengthened by nationalist propaganda, particularly that
of the Neo-Destour. The "FeIlagha" who called themselves "the Liberation
army" constituted the major element of insecurity originally in rural areas
but which eventually spread throughout the territory of Tunisia. To this
was added urban terrorism and counter-terrorism which was openly organized.
The situation in Tunisia became thus very dangerous as people established
themselves in the guerrilla struggle, if not in the war,41 and this coincided with the French defeat in Dien-Bien-Phu in Indochina. Hence some French
liberals in Tunisia asked the French government to engage dialogue with the
Tunisian nationalists. 42
5. From internaI autonomy to independence
This dramatic situation in Tunisia made necessary a change of policy on
the part of the French government as Voizard had completely failed. This
change came with the new government of Mendes-France who declared his intention to fulfil the promises already given to Tunisia by France and to restart the dialogue between the two sides. Consequently Mzali submitted his
resignation to the Bey and refused to act on current affairs before his
successor took his place.
In July 1954, Mendes-France charged Savary to negotiate with Bourguiba the
broad lines of an unofficiaI agreement. Meanwhile in Geneva, he engaged
directly a dialogue with the Neo-Destour through Masmondi as an intermediary. Then he gained the approval of the council of ministers for the
principle of a regime of internaI autonomy for Tunisia and decided to go
there while also appointing Boyer de Latour as resident-general. In the
palace of Carthage, Mendes-France made a decisive speech in which he declared that the internaI autonomy of the Tunisian State was recognized
and that they intended to affirm it in principle and in action. He added
that the Bey could form a cabinet responsible for negotiating with the
French government the methods of application of internaI autonomy.43
Bourguiba considered the declaration of Carthage as the decisive stage on
the way leading to the re-establishment of the total sovereignty of Tunisia.
He added that independence would remain the ideal of the Tunisian people,
but the course towards it would no longer have the character of a struggle
between the Tunisian people and France. It would be carried out by some
adjustments and arrangements between the two governments - French and
Tunisian - in a spirit of mutual confidence and friendship.44
In August 1954, a new Tunisian cabinet, presided over by an independent
notable, Tahar ben 'Ammar, was formed and it consisted of ten Tunisian
ministers of whom four were members of the Neo-Destour. Mongi Slim, Masmondi
and Jellouli (independent) were made responsible for negotiations with
France. These negotiations were officially opened at Carthage on 4 September
and were continued in Paris. The French government wanted to end the problem
of the "FeIlagha", but the Tunisian government and the nationalists refused
to condemn the military action that the "FeIlagha" claimed to undertake,
and this had a positive result for the Tunisians in the negotiations with
France. Lastly the problem came to an end in December 1954 when the two
sides agreed on the conditions of al-aman (safeconduct) given to the
"FeIlagha" in return of their weapons. ZfS
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The Franco-Tunisian negotiations were delayed because the French tended to
consider internaI autonomyas an end in itself while the Tunisians saw in
it a stage towards independence. Nevertheless, negotiations were continued
and they ended by the conclusion of six conventions on 3 June 1955: a general convention, one on the status of persons, one on administrative and
technical cooperation, a judicial convention, a culturaI convention and
an economic and financial convention. 46 Salah Ben Youssef who came back
in September from Cairo where he had stayed for three years and adapted
the cause of Arabism and total indepencence for all the Maghrib, rejected
these conventions and found himself in clash with Bourguiba who became the
president of the Neo-Destour Party.47 The partyts congressheld in November
at Sfax with the participation of the UGTT supported Bourguiba against
Ben Joussef who then escaped outside Tunisia to avoid being arrested. As
the congress showed the party's aspirations for democracy and socialism
but a1so that empiricism which characterized the nationalist movement, it
is said that the technicians of the Neo-Destour like that of the G.U.T.W.
went wi1lingly to seek lessonsfromScandinavian democracies. 48
New negotiations were then undertaken between the French High commissioner
and the Tunisian government to clarify many points of the conventions. In
fact the situation in Morocco af ter the declaration of 6 November 1955,
accelerated the evolution of Tunisia towards independerrce. 49 In February
1956, Bourguiba went to Paris in order to claim equa1ity of treatment for
Tunisia. Hence the final negotiations were opened on 29 February and they
ended on 20 March 1956 with the signature of a Franco-Tunisian protocol in
which the independence of Tunisia was solemnly recognized. 50
In
1. Uprising of Setif and the repression of 1945
At the beginning of 1945, the Algerian nationalists carried out intensive
propaganda against registration in the French electora1 lists in order to
prove to France and to the world that Algeria no longer wanted integration.
In February, the three concerned parties - the Elected, the 'Oulama and the
PPA - agreed to constitute a national front with a central committee of s~x
members and departmental committees of four members while Ferhat Abbas
became the president of theprovisional committee of Muslim Algeria. The
congress of the AML he1d in Algiers in March, was evidently dominated by
the PPA: it demanded the "immediate and unconditiona1" release of Messa1i,
the "incontestab1e leader of the Algerian people ", and also passed its
motion for "an Algerian parliament and an Algerian government" without any
ties with France. 1
The serious incidents of 8 May have been interpreted in different ways by
some French and North African writers. \ihile the former spoke of riots led
by Algerian Muslims against the French in Setif and Guelma,2 the latter
refer, on the contrary, to a "colonial plot" against the new nationalist
stance and to the massacre of innocent Muslim demonstrators who were
celebrating the victory of the Allies in their own nationalist way by
carrying flags. 3
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In any case, the incidents began by demonstrations organized by the General
Confederation of Workers (CGT) , in agreement with the governor-general,
in order to celebrate the Labour Day in the major centres of Algeria. But
in many places, the PPA exploited this occasion in order to manifest their
demand for the release of Messali. The police intervened causing many
casualties. The situation became calm all over Algeria except in the
Constantinois where troubles broke out first in Setif and from there the
insurrection extended to the mountainous areas between Bourgie and Jijalli.
The situation was particularly serious in Guelma where the town was put
under martial law. 4 The French resorted to severe repression, and the
consequences were very tragic.
The repression took three distinct forms: acts of war, summary executions
and judicial repression. The first form was certainly the most murderous:
not only the ground forces stroke without mercy, but also the air-force
bombed and used machine-gun fire while naval units bombarded the coastal
regions. This inevitably affected a large number of innocent people and
caused unnecessary damage. The exact number of summary executions was not
known but was very considerablewhile about 2000 sentences were pronounced
by military tribunals. 5
lt has been remarked that nothing of a similar kind had taken place before
in Algeria since the insurrection of Al-Mokraini in 1871. The consequence
in human losses was heavy: 97 killed and more than 100 wounded on the French
side and a number of victims practically impossible to determine on the side
of Muslims. The officialestimates gave the number of about 1500 Algeriens
killed while the nationalists advanced the number of 5000. 6 lt is important
to note that the basic reas on for the uprising of 1945, which also underlies
the rebellion of 1954, lies in the inequalities of all sorts which were
increasing between the Jewish and Christian communities (in minor ity) on one
hand and the Muslim community (in majority) on the other hand. 7 The harshness
of the repression that followed can be explained by the sentiments of horror
and vengeance but also by the fear of the French from a general uprising
in Algeria as a result of the constant agitation by the PPA, the 'Oulama,
Ferhat Abbas and the PCA.8 Messali was then exiled to middle Congo while
Ferhat Abbas was put under house-arrest.
Nevertheless, despite the nationalist activities, one cannot affirm that
they were responsible for the uprising of the Constantinois as the nationalists did not prepare for that uprising and did not favour the use of violence.
Moreover, the " r ioters" who used violence against the French, af ter the
intervention of the police on 8 May, represented a small part of the Muslim
population and their action was not approved by the political leaders, the
notables and the mass of the Muslim population. 9 In any case, the merciless
repression, which cannot be justified in any way, had serious consequences
for the future of Algeria as it played a determinent role in the initiation
of the Algerian insurrection of November 1954. 10
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2. Experience of the constituent and legislative assemblies
The French government decided, af ter the incidents of 1945, to introduce
administrative and political reforms in Algeria. In the political reform,
the ordinance of 17 August 1945 gave Muslims in the second electorate the
right to send a number of representatives to the parliament equal to that
of the French in the first electorate. 11 Three political formations competed for the suffrage of Muslims in October elections for the first
constituent assembly - the Communist Party, the Socialist Party (SFIO)
and the Federation of the Elected of Benjelloul. Despite the calls for
abstention by the PPA and the AML, 54,48% of the registered Muslim
electors participated in the vote. Of the thirteen seats, the Communists
obtained two, the Socialists four and the Elected seven. 12
In May 1946, Ferhat Abbas, who profited from an amnesty law voted earlier
by the assembly, exposed his positon in a weekly paper - Le Courrier
Algerien - under the title: "Call to French and Muslim Algerian Youth".
In fact his programme remained the same as that of the Manifesto. 13 He
also reorganized his movement under the name of the Democratic Union of
the Algerian Manifesto (UDMA). This new party, created in May 1946, was
helped by its press organ - La Republique Algerienne - to prepare itself
actively for the elections of the second constituent assembly in June 1946.
This time the main parties were the UDMA, the Socialist Party and the
Communist Party. The UDMA obtained alone 71,07% of the declared vote,
eleven seats out of thirteen while the other two seats went to the Socialists. The UDMA appeared to be a "reformist and non-revolutionary party". 14
Ferhat Abbas prepared a project for a statute of Algeria in the spirit of
the Manifesto and his "call to the Youth", but this project did not have
any success in the assembly.
Following the French constitution of 1946, new elections were to be held
for the establishment of the first legislative assembly. This time the
electoral map was modified by the release of Messali al-Haj one month
before the elections. As the PPA was still officially banned, the Messalist
candidates took the name of Movement for the Triumph of Democratic Liberties (MTLD) whose programme advocated the convocation of a sovereign constituent assembly and the evacuation of French troops from Algeria. Messali
refused the propos al of the Communists addressed to Muslim parties for the
constitution of an Algerian national front. 15 Ferhat Abbas stated that
his party abstained from November 1946 elections "in order to allow Messali
al-Haj to confront French public opinion and its parliament" and because
Messali "asked us to withdraw from the competition in order not to divide
the nationalist forces. He affirmed that he was in a position to obtain
independence for Algeria". 16 Nevertheless, the electoral participation
was less than 39%, and of the fifteen seats, the moderates obtained eight,
the MTLD five and the communists two. 17 One should add here that the candidature of Messali was rejected and two of his party's lists were not
accepted for coming too late. 18
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3. The Statute of Algeria and the reactions
Following the French government's initial project for a statute of Algeria
proclaimed in May 1947, the different political parties presented six
other projects. 19 The government project adopted a policy of progressive
assimilation in which Algeria was considered as a territorial entity that
was to be given its own statute and made an integral part of France within
its overseas "departements".20 Some moderate Muslim deputies proposed the
formation of an Algerian constituent assembly in order to promulgate a
constitution for Algeria within a maximum period of one year. Moreover,
the ideology of the Manifesto of Ferhat Abbas completely replaced at this
stage that of the Federation of the Elected which had prevailed before
the war. In fact none of the projects explicitlyaimed at independence
for Algeria as even the Muslim projects foresaw for Algeria a status of
an associated state in relation to France but with looser ties than those
proposed in the Socialist and Communist projects. 21 However, all these
projectswere put aside by the national assembly in favour of a government
project knot·m as the "statute of Algeria" ,vhich was passed in September
1947.
The statute defined Algeria as a group of "departements" given civil personality, financial autonomy and a particular organizatiou fixed by the
articles of the statute. In fact the most important part of this statute
was the establishment of an Algerian assembly. Moreover the statute maintained a double character: on the one hand, it kept Algeria within the
French republic and on the other hand, it stressed the Algerian personality. This was a compromise giving guarantees simultaneously to the Muslims,
to the French of Algeria and to an important section of the metropolitran
opinion which opposed the separation of Algeria from France. This was
also considered as atransitional regime which would allow the different
communities (shocked by the war and the incidents of 1945) to think
together and perhaps come to a new understanding acceptable to the
greatest number. 22
Nevertheless, the statute aroused general discontent even from the Europeans
who rejected the progressive integration of the Muslim community.23 The
Muslims criticized the statute because it did not realize any of their
desires as it did not include any means of attaining autonomy even within
the French Union, Ferhat Abbas stated that the parliamentary members of
the UDMA had resigned in order to express their protest against the passing
of the statute. He added that the statute had been prepared only by the
French and was the result of a compromise between the metropole and the
French of Algeria. 24
For the application of the statute, the French government appointed a new
governor-general
Naeglen - who was hostile to any dissidence. Elections
for the Algerian assembly were postponed from January to April 1948. The
only means by which the governor-general and the administration could use
to block the entry of the nationalists into the assembly was electoral
fraud which was manifest in three different stages: the choice of candidates (i.e. official candidatures), the voting process (e.g. through the
arrest of candidates, suppression of press organs, prohibition of meetings,
control of voting centres, filling of ballot boxes in advance) and the
announcement of the results. 25 Consequently the following results of 1948
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elections were announced by the administration: of sixty seats, fort yone went to the candidates of the administration, nine went to the MTLD,
eight to the UDMA and two to independent socialists. 26
Despite protests from among certain non-Muslims members of the parliament,
electoral fraud continued. Following the elections of February 1951 for
the partiaI renewal of the Algerian assembly, only seven or eight of the
sixty elected members represented the opposition to the regime. The elections of June 1951 to the French national assembly did not give any
nationalist representation in parliament. Also in the elections of the
Algerian assembly in February 1954, the same administrative proceedures
based on gerrymandering and fraud were used,27 and this continued until
the dissolution of the Algerian assembly in April 1956.
Consequently France was discredited in the eyes of Muslims. Ahmed Boumenjel
declared: "He have arrived at the point where we have the right to doubt
the French intelligence which did not stop to affirm the necessary promotion of the colonized man to a free man while accepting, without effective
reaction, that the time of contempt (against Algerian Muslims) continues.
I t is this contempt that the whole issue is about. .. ". 28 He also stated
elsewhere: "One day, one will end up with a Muslim Algeria devoted to the
oriental camp ... A choice dictated by despair cannot be, inevitably , anything else but a choice against France".29 For Ferhat Abbas: "Neither the
Algerian people nor the nationalist parties were able to tolerate the
policy of contempt. The dividing of the ways has come. By this practise,
France has become separated from the Algerian people".30 Hence, "there
was no other solution except guns", declared Ferhat Abbas in 1953, "as
the use of force began in Tunisia and Morocco".33 It was thus remarked
that "in the eyes of the nationalist parties, the legal process had failed
so only violence remained".32
4. The Algerian revolution of November 1954
The nationalist reaction in the direction of violence began from within
the PPA/MTLD. At first emerged the "Special Organization" which "laS the
original nucleus of the insurrection of 1954. 33 It was created in 1947
by A it Ahmed who had distanced himself from Messali al-Haj with the goal
of initiating direct action. The new violent character of the movement
was confirmed when Ben Bella attacked the post of Oran in 1949. However
the organization was discovered in 1950. Ben Bella was arrested but he
escaped before the trial and arrived in Cairo in 1953. 34 Lastly, the
authoritative character of Messali al-Haj led in 1954 to the division of
the MTLD into two opposite parties - the "Messalists" on the one hand
and the "centralists" (led by Lahonel and Ben Khedda) on the other hand.
This division had for consequence the declaration of the Algerian revolution on the Ist of November 1954. 35 In fact a "third force" was born
within the MTLD in order to unify the nationalist action: this was the
Revolutionary Council for Unity and Action (CRUA) formed since March 1954
by nine men knOvffi as the "historical leaders of the revolution" - Ben
Bella, A it Ahmed, Bondiaf, Bitat, Khider, Belkacem, Ben M'hidi, Didonche
and Ben Boulaid. 36 The CRUA decided in July to establish the National
Liberation Army (ALN) and the National Liberation Front (FLN) while
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Algeria was divided into six war zones. In October the date of the
declaration of the revolution was fixed. Subsequently the CRUA began to
receive the moral and military support from Egypt of Nasser while the
general situation in the Maghrib was in its favour because of the violence
and terrorism in Tunisia and Morocco together with the social, economic
and political rnalaise in Algeria. 37
Together with seventy violent attacks, essentially undertaken in the
Aures region, a political proclarnation was delivered from Cairo on the
same day by the FLN. This proclarnation \.;rhich \.;ras addressed "to the Algerian people, to the militants of the national cause", declared that the
people were united behind the watchwords of independence and action. It
also propos ed the opening of negotiations with France on the basis of the
recognition of Algerian sovereignty as one and indivisible in exchange
for the respect of French interests in Algeria. 38 The ALN also made a
proclarnation calling Muslims to help their brothers struggling for freedom
side by side with the Moroccan and Tunisians combatants.
The French administration reacted by dissolving the MTLD and arresting
its militants from both factions. Most of the "centralists" joined the
FLN while Messali al-Haj (still under house-arrest in France) decided to
form a new party - the Algerian National Movement (MNA) - which declared
its intention of struggling for the independence of Algeria and clairned
to represent the Algerian people. In fact, though Messali contested the
action undertaken by the FLN, he also found himself compelled to resort
to armed struggle which was directed as much against the FLN as against
the French. The other political organizations - the UDMA, the 'Oulama and
the Communists showed sympathy for the final goal of the FLN.
Af ter the Afro-Asian conference held in April 1955 in Bandoung where the
representatives of the FLN were invited as observers, the FLN decided to
carry out a new violent offensive in Algeria scheduled for 20 August,
date of the second anniversary of the deposition of the Sultan of Morocco. 39 This led Benjelloul to call together all the elected Muslims of
Algeria and passed a motion condemning the French repression and the
policy of integration. He also declared that "the great majority of the
population now adheres to the Algerian national idea".40 This newattitude
of the Elected led by Benjelloul also coincided with that of the PCA
which was consequently dissolved in September.
During 1956, the FLN intensified its military and political activities.
It gained inconstestable political success by obtaining the adhesion of
Ferhat Abbas and his group, the 'Oulama and the clandestine PCA, thus
ending the existence of these political organizations. Also Lamine
Debbaghine, who left the MTLD and joined the FLN, became the first president of the executive, thus causing the collapse of the support for
Messali al-Haj in Algeria. 41 Moreover, the FLN formed two secret trade
unions- the General Union of Algerian Workers (UGTA) and the General
Union of Algerian Merchants (UGCA). It also organized an open strike of
Muslim students and schoolboys and formed the General Union of Algerian
Muslim students (UGEMA).42
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With this political success of the FLN, an important document of the ALN
was circulated giving the real aims of revoluiionary struggle. 43 This was
also followed by another important document issued by the secret congress
of the FLNheld on 20 August 1956 in al-Soummam on the initiative of Krim
Belgacem and Ramdane Abbane and in the absence of the leaders of "the
exterior". The congress took unanimously important decisions concerning
the organization of the revolution and its general policy. This included
a statute for the ALN, a political structure of the FLN in the form of
t'vo ne,., organs . the National Council of the Algerian Revolution (CNRA)
and the Committee of Co-ordination and Execution (CCE) -, some general
principles (collective leadership, priori t y of the political decision
over the military and of the combatants of the in~rior over those of the
exterior or the external delegation) and lastly a political platform.
This platform described the Algerian revolution as a "struggle for the
recognition of an Algerian state in the form of a social and democratic
republic ... ". It also referred to the possibility of negotiations with
France only on the basis of the recognition of the total independence
of Algeria. The text also considerecl the future formation of a NorthAfrican federation, the internationalization of the Algerian problen and
the neutral ity of the Algerian revolution in world politics. 44
The FLN received political and military support from its independent neighbours Morocco and Tunisia. In October 1956, king Mohammed V received at
Rabat five leaders of the FLN - Ben Bella, A it Ahmed, Boudiaf, Khider and
Mustafa Lacheraf - in order to prepare with them an important diplomatic
meeting in Tunis for the study of a project of confederation for the three
states of the Maghrib as well as the ties that this confederation would
be able to maintain with France. 45 However, France organized the seizure
of the plane carrying the five leaders who were consequently arrested and
sent to France where they had to stay until the indepencence of Algeria
in 1962.
Follm.,ing the entry in Algiers of the "leopard men" of the French paratroops who were engaged in the "battle of Algiers" against the FLN for
about nine months in 1957, the CCE moved its headquarters from the capital
to Tunis where it was bound to resume the contact ,.,ith the external delegation presided by Tawfig al-Madani in Cairo. In fact Tunisia served both
as a base for military operations and political action. In addition to
its paperLaResistance Algerienne, the FLN also published a daily information bulletin directed particularly to the embassies. Moreover, the CNRA
held a meeting in Cairo 46 where the Afro-Asian solidarity congress was
alsoheld in December 1957. The FLN was given the seat of the vice-president
of the "council of solidarity" together with USSR which declared the
support of the eastern camp to the FLN.47 Also the congress of Tangier
held in April 1958 proclaimed the total support of the "brother parties"
(the Istiglal Party and the Neo-Destour) in Morocco and Tunisia, to the FLN
,.,hile Rabat and Tunis committed themselves to d~mand the evacuation of the
French military bases from the two former French protectorates.
The French consequently reacted in 1958 by the so-called loi-cadre for
Algeria,48 the bombing of Saghiet Sidi Yussef (in the Tunisian borde r) ,
the violent European action of 13 May in Algiers and lastly the return
of General de Gaulle to power in France. This last event was of great

59

importance for the evolution of the Algerian revolution towards independence as General de Gaulle, who established the Fifth Republic in France,
followed a new policy towards Algeria.
5. The FLN and General de Gaulle
It should be remarked that, unlike his predecessors, General de Gaulle
was not a prisoner of the French colons in Algeria. 49 He came in June
1958 to proclaim on the forum of Algiers where he began by the famous
statement "I have understood you", that he took notice the rallying of
the Europeans to the idea of one electorate, but he did not explicitly
approve the slogan of "integration" and he made a call for "reconciliation". The FLN irnrnediately reacted from Tunis by a definite refusal of
the speech of General de Gaulle being considered as still in line with
the colonial ist policy of France. 50
In fact the policy of General de Gaulle towards Algeria was not quite
clear at that stage: while he propos ed for the African colonies the
choice between joining the French cornrnunity or separation (i.e. independence) , he asked the Algerians to vote for the referendum of the French
constitution of 1958. The FLN considered this as a provocation and reacted
by the formation of the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic
(GPRA) in Tunis on 19 September 1958 with Ferhat Abbas as president, Krim
Belgacem as vice-president and cornrnanding chief of the armed forces, and
Ahmed Bella (in prison) as vice-president. The GPRA was soon recognized
by all the Arab countries. At the same time, the FLN declared a general
offensive especially directed against metropolitan economy.
Soon af ter the referendum, General de Gaulle talked in October in Constantine about a plan for the economic and social evolution of Algeria 51 and
then called in Paris for "the peace of the brave men" in order to end
the hostilities. The GPRA reacted by rejecting the plan of Constantine
and by considering de Gaulle's offer of peace as a simple invitation for
capitulation. It also considered the deputies of Algeria elected in
September for the national assemblyas being "elected from the French
army" and so it refused any negotiations with France. 52 Hence de Gaulle
was finally led to declare his last formula for Algeria on 16 September
1959.
General de Gaulle declared in that formula the recognition of the right
of Algeria for self-determination. Algeria had to choose one of three
solutions: independence (described by de Gaulle as secession), direct
union with France (i.e. integration though de Gaulle continued not to
use the word) and autonomy in association with France. 53 The GPRA reacted
favourably this time and added that the "free choice" of the Algerian
people should not be exercised under the pressure of the French army and
that it could only end by independence. I t also declared being "ready to
start negotiations with the French government in order to discuss the
political and military conditions of the cease-fire as weil as
conditions and 3uarantees of the application of self-deterrnination". 54
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From 16 December 1959 to 18 January 1960, the CNRA was held in Tripoli.
lt published a declaration which considered the French government responsible for the delay of the opening of negotiations and affirmed at the
same time the will of the Algerian people to struggle as long as war was
imposed on it and as long as its objectives were not reached, but also
declared that the CNRA was ready for negotiations on the basis of selfdetermination. Ferhat Abbas also made similar declarations 55 while
General de Gaulle began in March to talk about "Algerian Algeria".56
The organ of the FLN - El-Moudjahid - insisted on the struggle for
national independence and stated that self-determination would result
from the outcome of fighting. 57 The GPRA decided to accept foreign
volunteers from all countries. 58
6. From negotiations to independence
Following General de Gaulle's speech in which he repeated his ideas of
"Algerian Algeria" addressed to Algerian nationalists, the GPRA sent to
Paris in June a delegation headed by Ahmed Boumenjel. The meetings between
the two sides took place in Melum but ended without success. 59 The FLN
wanted to negotiate on the basis of "equal to equal" while France only
wanted to negotiate a cease-fire. 60 The GPRA consequently demanded the
organization of a referendum in Algeria under the controi of the UN while
it extended its diplomatic activities in the world. 6 1 The DN which discussed the Algerian problem at the end of 1960, recommendedthe organization of a referendum in Algeria under the auspices of the UNo
The referendum on a law of self-determination for Algeria took place in
January 1961 in an atmosphere of bloody incidents and demonstrations in
many places. A total of 69.09% of "yes" was obtained from the expressed
suffrages in Algeria. The GPRA and the French government agreed on negotiations but they \Vere delayed by the "putsch of Algiers" dttempted in
April by some retired French generals. 62 The first negotiations held in
Evian during May and June proved to be difficult because of disagreement
on three essential points: the status of European minority, the status
of the Sahara and the establishment of a common truce.
The conversations were, nevertheless, resumed in July in the castle of
Lugrin, few kilometers from Evian. But again they stopped because of nationalist demonstrations and the affair of Bizert as president Bourguiba
demanded from France the evacuation of its military base from Bizert. 63
The CNRA met in Tripoli from 9 to 27 August. The GPRA was henceforth
composed of Ben Khedda as president and minister of Finance, Krim Belgacem
as vice-president and minister of Interior, Ben Bella and Boudiaf as vicepresidents. Another declaration sho\Ved that the CNRA \Vas \Villing to
emphasize its influence over the Algerian masses and opened some perspectives, though still vague, on the Algeria of tomorrow being described as
a modern nation \Vith a socialist economy and a renovated culture. Lastly,
the door was left open for negotiations with France but still on the basis
of equality.64 Ben Khedda represented the GPRA in the first non-allied
countries conference held in Belgrade in September, and succeeded to
obtain de jure recognition for the GPRA from many states including
Yougoslavia. 65
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General de Gaulle recognized the right of the future Algerian state to
extended its sovereignty on the whole of the Sahara and also advocated
the creation of an Algerian " prov isional pmver". The U. N invited France
and the GPRA to continue the dialogue. However the road towards the final
agreements of Evian and the cease-fire was marked by the violent outbreak
of the murderous European Organization of the Secret Army (OAS) that
caused the death of a large number of persons. 66 France and the GPRA
resumed in February 1962 their secret conversations in the Rousses where
they prepared two texts concerning a military agreement for a cease-fire
and a political protocol on the association between France and Algeria.
Finallyofficial negotiations between the two sides began in March and
ended by the famous agreements of Evian. A cease-fire in Algeria was
declared while Ben Bella and his companions were released. Briefly, the
agreements of Evian made of Algeria a sovereign state internallyand externaly with privileged relations with France. A provisional executive
was established by the French government as a transitionaI power till
the referendum of self-determination on Ist July 1962 when the Algerian
chose independence, thus ending 132 years of French colonization in
Algeria and a war of seven and half years that costed more than a million
Algerian martyrs.

CONCLUSION
The period af ter 1945 was decisive for the evolution of the three countries
of the Maghrib towards independence. While in 1945 the Moroccans stood
for independence (af ter the famous "declaration of independence" of 1944)
and the Tunisians demanded internaI autonomy but soon changed this demand
to independence in 1946, the PPA of Messali al-Haj made the explicit
demand for the independence of Algeria, and the uprising and repression
of 1945 had later on their great impact on the violent insurrection of 1954.
It should be remarked that the leaderships of the nationalist movements
ln the three cases of the Maghrib were different from each other. While
in Morocco there was a clear collusion between the Sultan and the Istiglal
Party, the political situation in Tunisia was dominated by the Neo-Destour
under the leadership of Bourguiba, and the Bey did not have the same
effective and prominent role as that of the Sultan of Morocco. The Algerian
case was marked by the existence of four political formations inherited
from the period before 1945 - the PPA, the 'Oulama, the UDMA (which replaced the Elected) and the PCA - while two political leaders - Messali
al-Haj and Ferhat Abbas - were competing before the coming of the Algerian
revolution of 1954 which gave rise to a new type of leadership described
as "collective leadership".
Another important general remark is that among the different nationalist
activities, the nationalists of the Maghrib practised and benefited from
the external diplomatic activities. This took place since the establishment of the Arab League in 1945. One can recall here the congress of Arab
Maghrib held in Cairo in 1947 and the formation of the Liberation committee
of the Maghrib in which Emir Abd al-Krim, 'Allal al-Fassi, Bourguiba and
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other leaders pursued their nationalist activ~t~es. To this should be
added the important role of the Afro-Asian group since the conference of
Bandoung in 1955 and also the role of the UNo
It. should also be noticed that the French government proposed in the three
cases of the Maghrib certain reforms which were rejected by the nationalists. These reforms aimed at keeping Algeria as an integral part .of
France (statute of Algeria in 1947 and General de Gaulle's reform of 1958)
while they wanted to introduce a regime of co-sovereignty in the cases
of Tunisia (1951 and 1954 reforms) and Morocco (General Juin's reforms
leading to the 1950-51 crisis). At the same time, the French administration
used the policy of repression against nationalist activities as weIl as
against the leaders of the nationalist movements. The repression of 1945
is the striking example for Algeria while the same policy of repression
was also used in the cases of Tunisia (during the residence of de
Hautecloque in 1952) and Morocco (during the residence of General Juin
and Gauillaume leading to the deposition and exile of the Sultan in 1953).
The French policies of reform and repression consequently led to the rise
of terrorism and violence in the three countries of the Maghrib. While
this happened in Morocco 'vith the deposition of the Sultan and gave rise
to the "second war of the Rif" carried out in liaison with the FLN in
Algeria, its origin in Tunisia went back to the deposition of Shenik's
ministry and gave rise to the "Fellagha" movement in 1954. In Algeria,
the formation of the "Special Organization" in 1947 was considered as the
starting point for the emergence of the FLN in 1954 as a new force 'vhich
declared the revolution and succeeded within two years to establish itself
as the leader of the Algerian nationalist movement.
It should be remarked finally that this violence which took place in the
three countries of the Maghrib and reached its maximun point in 1954-1955
can be considered as the direct decisive stage in the evolution of the
Maghrib towards independence. While in the negotiations that followed the
Tunisia of Bourguiba accepted as a tactic the application of its original
claim for internaI autonomy by successive stages leading to independence,
Morocco and Algeria insisted on full independence. Though the French
government wanted to delay the independence of Morocco and Tunisia through
the' concepts of "Independence within the interdependence" for Morocco and
"internaI autonomy for Tunisia, the two former protectorates obtained their
independence respectively on 2 and 20 March 1956. The colony of Algeria,
which was considered as an integral part of France,had to experience the
statute of Algeria of 1947 and the loi-cadre of 1958 before it was given
by General de Gaulle, in 1959, the right of self-determination which ended,
af ter a war of seven and half years, by the independence of Algeria in
1962.
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III

THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENTS IN A COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

The nationalist movements in the Maghrib before independence represent
a stage of nationalism which is related to the struggle against French
colonization. The struggle for independence and national sovereignty is
marked by certain stages, objectives, tactics and leaderships which
manifest general as well as specific chararacteristics of the three
nationalist movements in the Maghrib. Before attempting to discuss the
comparative perspective along these guiding lines, two general remarks
can be mentioned as a background.
1.

General remarks

The first remark concerns the juridical status of the three countries of
the Maghrib in relation to the distinction betweeen the terms "colony"
and "protectorate". In Alzeria, where the Turcs had not formed an Algerian
local ruling dynasty, the French established a colony in which Algeria
was considered as an integral part of France few years af ter the seizure
of Algiers in 1830. As in Tunisia, the Hussainid Turkish dynasty gradually
became a Tunisian ruling dynasty while in Morocco the Sharifian dynasty
had already established itself as an empire, the French erected a protectorate system in Tunisia (through the treaty of Bardo in 1881 and the
convention of the Marsa in 1883) and in Morocco (through the treaty of
Fez in 1912). However it should be noted that the two protectorates were
different in the origin not only because Morocco \vas not subjected to
Turkish domination but also because the treaty of Fez was preceeded by
international treaties \vith the competing European powers and because of
the juridical conception of the protectorate system which was advanced by
Lyantey, the first French resident-general in Morocco.
Nevertheless, despite the distinction made between the colony and the
protectorate (in which the lat ter \vas considered as a temporary regime)
and despite the liberal conception of Lyantey who \vent until saying in
1920: "there is reason to foresee that in a time more or less long, North
Africa evolving vividly by its autonomous life, will separate from the
metropole", 1 the practice followed by the French administration in Tunisia
and Morocco put side by side the protectorate system and the colony because
of the French policy of direct control and intervention in the local political, administrative and even cultural life. 2 The inevitable reaction
to this situation was the rise of the nationalist movements in the
Maghrib countries.
The second remarkconcerns the importance of the first violent reaction
against foreign European domination - both French and Spanish in the case
of Morocco.
This reaction took the form of a military resistance inspired
by religious sentiments under the leadership of some local chiefs notably
Emir Abd al-Kader in Algeria and Emir Abd al-Krim in the Moroccan Rif. It
should be recalled that the local population of the Maghrib had alwdYs
been, throughout its long history, in revolt against foreio,n dominations.
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The resistance against the French and Spanish dominations in the name of
Islam shows that only the Islamic civilization that came with the Arabs
in the seventh century, succeeded to have a permanet influence on the
local population of the Maghrib which gradually became of Arabo-Berber
compositionespecially in Morocco and Algeria. Islam became the distinguishing characteristic of the local population of the Maghrib in relation
to Europeans. In fact the political nationalist movements of the modern
Maghrib gave later on an important place to this first religions res istance being considered by the nationalist as the starting point in the
struggle for independence.
Thus to be objective, one cannot exclude or ignore this first resistance
in the study of the nationalist movements as in fact these movements have
also used, before independence, violent means of resistance against French
colonization side by side with political and diplomatic actions. This last
violent resistance which resulted from French repressive policies, was
the inevitable and ultimate stage in the evolution towards independence.
It is thus necessary to consider the first violent resistance in the
Maghrib against European domination as an important preliminary stage in
the rise of the three nationalist movements. This resistance which ended
by failure in the military field as it faced a more advanced European
techonology, was subsequently transformed into a political movement at
the beginning of this century. This political movement followed certain
stages, objectives, tactics and leaderships in the three countries of
the Maghrib.
2.

Stages

The period before 1945 marks three stages in the political nationalist
movements. The first stage, \vhich illustrates the beginning of national
consciousness among the educated clas s in the Maghrib, is characterized
by the culturai aspect. The second stage, which is more important, is
connectedwith the formation of political parties. The third stage, which
took place during the second World War, is marked by the new roles of
Bey Moncef, the Sultan and Ferhat Abbas.
The period af ter 1945 has been decisive in the evolution of the nationalist movements towards indepencence and it can also be divided into three
stages. The first stage marks the intensification of the political and
diplomatic nationalist activities in the struggle for independence. This
stage was succeeded, because of the failure of French reforms and because
of French repressive policies, by a more decisive stage during which the
nationalist followed or patronizedviolent means and even military actions
against the French. This second stage led consequently to the last ultimate stage of negotiations which ended by the independence of the three
countries of the Maghrib. It is clear thus that one can talk generally
about six stages in the nationalist movements of the Maghrib countries
before independence. It should be noted, however, that in this general
outlook on the stages of the nationalist movements, one should not ignore
the particularities or the specific features of each one of these movements.
The first stage is mainly characterized by the existence of two opposite
culturai trends - one traditionalist (based on Islamic reformism and
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Arabism as advanced by the Salafiyya movement ofA~Afghani and Mohammed
Abdu) and the other modernist (bas ed on modern European cul ture as transmitted by France). These two trends we re preceeded in the case of Tunisia
and Algeria by the Young Tunisian and Algerian movements which were
influenced by the Young Turcs through the former Turkish regencies in
Tunisia and Algeria, While in Morocco these two trends, which were represented respectively by 'Allal al-Fassi and Ahmed Balafrej, appeared around
1926, they clearly manifested themselves at the beginnings of the 1930's
with AI-Tha'albi and Bourguiba in Tunisia, Ben Badis and Ferhat Abbas in
Algeria. It should be noted, however, that while this division did not
prevent Moroccan nationalists to cooperate and even to merge in one group
for the nationalist action, the differences bet\ve, 'l the t\VO trends were
sharp in the cases of Tunisia and Algeria where the famous dialogue Ben
Badis - Ferhat Abbas on the existence of the Algerian nation is an outstanding example.
The second stage in the nationalist movements is marked by the formation
of political parties in the 1930's. While in Tunisia, the Constitutional
Liberal Party (or Destour Party) of the Young Tunisians of the 1920's was
divided in 1934 into the Old Destour and the Neo-Destour (of Bourguiba),
the CAM of the two Moroccan trends was also divided (af ter its dissolution
by the French administration in 1937) into the National Party and the
Popular Movement formed respectively by AI-Fassi and AI-Onezzani. In
Algeria, the ENA of Messali al-Haj (also dissolved) was replaced inside
Algeria in 1937 by the PPA. It should be noted here that in the Algerian
case, the PPA was not the only political organization as there were also
three other political formations which emerged before 1945 and continued
to exist until the declaration of the Algerian revolution of 1954 - the
Association of the 'Oulama, the Federation of the Elected Muslim Algerians
and the PCA.
The third stage of the second World War is distinguished by the emergence
of the Bey Moncef in Tunisia and the Sultan in Morocco as nationalist
leaders who began to playan important role in the nationalist movements
in these two countries. While consequently the Bey Moncef was exiled in
1943 and died in exile in 1948, the Sultan was deposed and exiled later on
in 1953 but returned to Morocco as a nationalist leader and monarch (Mohammed V) in 1955. In Algeria, Ferhat Abbas tended to play a new role in which
he changed his ideas of integration in favour of an Algerian republic
federated to France \vhich he expressed in the Manifesto of the Algerian
People and the formation of the association of the AML. This association
became the UDMA and replaced the Federation of the Elected which thus
became a weak organization under the leadership of Benjelloul.
The fourth stage is connected with the intensive political and diplomatic
nationalist activities. In fact the origins of the political activities go
back to the nationalist opposition against the "Berber dahir" of 1930 in
Morocco and to the nationalist activities of Bourguiba and Messali al-Haj
leading to the French repression of 1937 in the three countries of the
Maghrib. This resulted in 1944 in the "declaration of independence" in
Morocco, the formation of a Tunisian Front demanding internai autonomy
and the publication of the Manifesto of Ferhat Abbas in Algeria. However,
the intensive action came af ter 1945 and was helped by the establishment
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of the Arab League in Cairo which became the centre of the nationalist
leaders of the Maghrib for the diplomatic contacts with other countries
as weIL as the UNo
In this fourth stage of intensive action, the Moroccan case is characterized by the collusion of the Sultan and the Istiglal Party: while the
Moroccan nationalists rejected the French elections and reforms, the
Sultan delivered his famous speech of Tangier in 1947 (declaring the
attachment of Morocco to Islam and the Arab League)and refused to sign
the decrees of reforms. This led to the French-Moroccan crisis of 19501951 which resulted in the formation of the Moroccan National Front in
1951,the tragedy of Casablanca followed by the repression of 1952 and
finally the deposition of the Sultan and his exile in 1953. The Tunisian
case is marked by the movement from the demand of internai autonomy to
the demand of independence in 1946 leading to popular agitation and the
rejection of French reforms. Af ter the death of Bey Moncef, Bourguiba
gained more popularity as the leader of the Tunisian nationalist movement
and he adopted the goal of independence through successive states in collaboration with France, but the declaration of Robert Schurnan in 1950
about the independence of Tunisia, resulted in a confusion which led to
the rupture between the two sides. The Tunisians rejected the French
reforms based on the principle of co-sovereignty while the French reacted
by the deposition of Shenick's national government in 1952 and by severe
repression following the assassination of the syndical leader Ferhat
Hached. As for Algeria, the situation was different as two major events
led to the declaration of the Algerian revolution in 1954 - the bloody
incidents of May 1954 in Setif and the Constantinois where the French
repression was without precedent, and the statute of Algeria of 1947
whose application was based on electoral fraud. In fact af ter the incidents of 1945 and seven years of electoral fraud, all the legal ways for
profound reforms were closed in front of the Algerian nationalists while
the governor-general neglected his role as arbiter by supporting the
position of the French colons in Algeria. Hence the Algerian assembly
(established by the statute) played an insignificant role (until it was
dissolved in 1956). All this led finally to the division of the Messalist
party - PPA/MTLD - in 1954 for the sake of a new radical action.
The fifth stage in nationalist movements is marked by the rise of terrorism and violence leading to military operations against the French in the
three countries of the Maghrib. This evolution came as a result of the
failure of French reforms and because of French repression against the
nationalists and their leaders. While in Morocco the occasion of this
violence came with the deposition of the Sultan, the so-called "Fellagha"
in Tunisia conduted their violent action af ter the deposition of Shenik
government and the failure of French reforms in 1953. In Algeria the
division of the PPA/MTLD resulted in 1954 in the creation of the CRUA as
a third force which wanted to reunite the party and to conduct a direct
violent action for the independence of Algeria. The three new violent
movernents considered themselves as liberation armies while a war was declared in the Moroccan and Algerian cases \"here the "second war of the
Rif" entered into military cooperation with the Algerian revolutionary
ALN. The Algerian case is in fact distinguished by a revolutionary war
of seven and half years during which the FLN was able to absorb all other
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political formations and to lead, consequently, the Algerian nationalist
movement towards independence. In all the three cases, this stage of
violence and war produced positive diplomatic results from the Afro-Asian
countries, the socialist and the UNo It also made great pressure on France
which had to make in 1954 the difficult decision of giving partiaI independence to Morocco and Tunisia in order to concentrate its military
efforts on Algeria alone, but even in Algeria, the revolutionary war of
the FLN forced France, af ter the accession of General de Gaulle to power
in 1958, to seek a peaceful solution to the Algerian problem.
The last stage is thus characterized by the decisive evolution towards
that peaceful solution which aimed first at making better the deteriorating
relations between France and the three Maghrib countries. This final
evolution is marked by the conduct of negotiations and the conclusion of
agreements at different leveIs. In fact France tried at this final stage
to delay the independence of the two protectorates by insisting on the
principle of co-sovereignty while also declaring the formula of "internaI
autonomy" for Tunisia and "independence within the interdependence" for
Morocco. Thus the first negotiations between the two sides resulted, in
June 1955, in the signature for Tunisia of six conventions (accepted by
Bourguiba as a stage towards independence, but rejected by Ben Youssef
who insisted on the full independence of the three Maghrib countries)
and the declaration of Aix-Ies-Bains which gave Morocco the basis for the
future declaration of Celle-Saint-Cloud of November 1955. While the final
negotiations led by Mohammed V in Morocco ended by the declaration of
independence on 2 March 1956, the situation in Tunisia was influenced by
that of Morocco as the declaration ofCelle-Saint-Cloud speeded, in the
final negotiations, the evolution of Tunisia from internaI autonomy to
independence on ly eighteen days af ter the independence of Morocco. 3
In Algeria, the situation was different because the French considered
Algeria as par' of France, but the French policy began to change with
the coming to power of General de Gaulle. This policy passed from the
recognition of self-determination in 1959 through the concept of "Algerian
Algeria" in 1960, the policy of "disengagement" ,,,hich was hoped to lead
to cooperation, the idea of the creation of a " prov isional power" in
Algeria together with the recognition of the Sahara as an integral part
of Algeria in 1961, and finally the recognition of the independence of
Algeria af ter the agreements of Evian and the referendum of self-determination in July 1962. The PGRA (formed in 1958) led the negotiations with
France in Melum, Lugrin, Rousses and finally Evian where the negotiations
came to an end and assured the cease-fire in Algeria.
3.

Objectives

If it has been possible to generalize on the stages of the nationalist
movements in the Maghrib, the case is difficult with regard to their
objectives. In fact these objectives had different cour ses during the
successive stages of the three nationalist movements as each movement had
its own specific characteristics in that respect. It is important to take
into consideration these particular distinguishing features of these
movements.
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In Tunisia, the nationalist movement is marked since the time of the Young
Tunisians by the constitutional aspect, i.e. the demand of a constitution
(destour) which was a way of defending national sovereignty. This constitutionaI demand lead to the formation of the Destour Party from which
emerged the Neo-Destour under the leadership of Bourguiba in 1934. This
Neo-Destour is still the ruling party in the Tunisia under the same
leadership of Bourguiba and with the same press organ L'Action. Another
important aspect in the Tunisian nationalist movement was the participation of the trade unionist movement in the nationalist activities together with the Neo-Destour Party even before 1945. The assassination of
Ferhat Hached shows the importance of the this workers' movement whose
support to Bourguiba against Ben Youssef in the Congress of Sfax in
1955 was decisive in the struggle for political leadership in Tunisia
on the eve of independence. It is important to remark here that the
Tunisian syndical movement, like that of Morocco, is still independent
and important in the politics of the country in the post-independence
period whereas the Algerian trade unions remain subordinated to the FLN
which began to create them in 1956.
The united Tunisian nationalist movement advanced first the demand of
internaI autonomy clairned by the Tunisian National Front in 1944. Though
af ter two years only, and following the "declaration of independence" in
Morocco, the Tunisian nationalists moved from the demand of internaI
autonomy to the demand of independence, this last demand had a particular
sense in the mind of the leader of the Neo-Destour. In fact, Bourguiba
considered independence as the ideal ultimate goal and adopted the method
of stages to attain that goal in collaboration with France. Hence Bourguiba
accepted in 1954 the French offer of Carthage relating to the application
of internaI autonomy in Tunisia and approved the six conventions of June
1955. Again the situation in Tunisia was influenced by that of Morocco
as the declaration of Celle-Saint-Cloud included the recognition of independence for Morocco, thus giving Tunisian nationalists the right to
insist on independence.
The Moroccan case, different from the Tunisian case, is characterized by
the existence of a large "Berber" population "hich is nearly completely
absent from Tunisia. The French government tried in 1930 through the
"Berber dahir", to exploit this si tuation in order to apply its policy of
"divide and rule" and also to exert pressure and even to depose the
Sultan through a so-called "Berber revolt" organized by the French administration in Morocco in 1951 and 1953. However, the popularity of the
Sultan af ter his collusion with the Istiglal Party gave him the opportunity to overcome the obstacles that attempted to prevent him from being
the leader of the Moroccan nationalist movement.
The united Moroccan nationalist movement composed of the two parties of
Al-Fassi and Al-Onezzani advanced publicly the demand of independence in
January 1944, thus giving ris e to the Independence (Istiglal) Party. This
was followed by the collusion between the Sultan and the Istiglal Party
with independenceasacornrnon objective. In fact, the Moroccan nationalist
movement remained until the end as consistent and faithfult to this
objective. This was illustrated by the common position of the Istiglal
Party and the Sultan against the French reforms of co-sovereignty consid-
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ered as being incompatable with Moroccan sovereignty. This firm and militant position resulted not only in the exile of 'Allal al-Fassi to Gobon
but also to the deposition and exile of the Sultan himself to Madagascar.
It should be noted here that while Bourguiba was also arrested and exiled
like AI-Fassi, the Bey Lamine was not subjected to the same fate because
he did not play the same nationalist role of the Sultan. One can also
recall that the Sultan, who became af ter his exile the arbiter of the
French policy in Morocco, declared that he had accepted the French concept
of "interdependence" in the sense of being a consolidating factor and not
a limitiation to the independence of Morocco .
As for Algeria, the situation was different from that of Tunisia and
Morocco as Algeria was colonized by France early in 1830 and was subjected
to an intensive policy of assimilation. Hence the Young Algerians led by
Emir Khalid, a grandson of Emir Abd al-Kader, only demanded equality with
the French of Algeria during the first World War. This first movement was
followed by the Federation of the Elected Muslim Algerians of Ferhat Abbas
andBenjel10ul ,.,ho supported the integration of Algeria with France in
the 1930's. However, three other different tendencies and political formations existed in Algeria from that time till 1954. The strongest of these
tendencies was originally established in France among the workers of the
Maghrib countries: this was the ENA which was led in 1926 by Messali alHaj with independence as a declared objective. But given the specificity
of the Algerian case, Messali al-Haj formed the PPA in Algeria in 1937
with the same objective of independence. The other important tendence was
that of the Association of the 'Oulama led by Ben Badis who insisted on
the Algerian Muslim and Arab identity as different from France. The
third tendence was that of the PCA which was closely affiliated to the
PCF. In fact, the goal of independence was only publicly declared by the
PPA which became the MTLD in 1946. Ferhat Abbas changed his attitude by
that time as he demanded an Algerian republic federated to France.
It is thus from the PPA/MTLD that the Algerian revolutionary movement
emerged in 1954 and it insisted on independence as the only legitimate
objective of the Algerian people. Hence the Algerian nationalist movement
is marked consistently from 1954 by the demand for independence without
closing, however, the door for negotiations on the basis of the recognition of the Algerian national sovereignty. Consequently the FLN rejected
in 1958 the loi-cadre of General de Gaulle who was then led to admit the
right of self-determination for the Algerians. It should also be noted
that the FLN succeeded in 1956 to absorb all the other political formations
except the Messalists as Messali al-Haj insisted on the creation of a new
party - the MNA - which fought the FLN as much as France. it also succeeded
to obtain the support of the Arab countries and that of the Afro-Asian
conference of Bandoung, to form trade unions and to hold its first important congress of al-Soumman. The formation in 1958 of the GPRA which was
also recognized by the socialist camp, was another important step in the
direction of the achievement of the FLN's objective of independence.
The Algerian case, like that of Morocco, remained thus (from 1954) consistent in the demand of independence but it adopted a more militant revolutionary position because of the specific situation of Algeria with regard
to France. In other words, while the violent resistance in Morocco and
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Tunisia was consolidating the major political action of the nationalists
in their struggle for independence, the military action of the ALN in
Algeria represented the major revolutionaryaction which was supported
by the political and diplomatic actions of the FLN. One should also add
that the FLN rejected any form of incomplete independence as weIl as any
independence by stages: it insisted on the real or complete independence
as an immediate objective. 4
4. Tactics
It can generally be remarked that af ter the preliminary stage of violent
resistance based on Islamic conceptions, the nationalist movements in the
Maghrib conducted their activities on the three political, diplomatic and
military levels. However, the tactics used by these movements were not
always similar. The methods used in the political action consisted of the
mobilization of Muslim population, the influence on the French political
parties and public opinion, and lastly the conduct of negotiations. The
diplomatic action was employed to obtain the support of other countries
as well as regional and international organizations. Finally the military
action was carried out in order to exerce a strong pressure on the French
authorities in order to make them accept negotiations.
Af ter the formation of political parties in the 1930's, the political
action Ivas then marked in the three nationalist movements by the establishment of national political fronts for the mobilization ot the people.
There were the Tunisian and Moroccan national fronts of 1944, the UDMA
of Ferhat Abbas of 1946, and more important the FLN of 1954 in Algeria.
The political action was also undertaken through the use of propaganda
with the help of the press organs (authorized and clandestine), foreign
radios (notably those of Arab countries - Cairo, Damascus and Baghdad),
and last ly the traditional Arab way of oral transmission. One should add
that the three nationalist movements attempted, moreover, to coordinate
their political activities for a more general popular support. This took
place through the congress of the Arab Maghrib in Cairo in February 1947,
the Committee for the Liberation of the Maghrib which published its
manifesto in January 1948 in view of the struggle for independence agreed
upon and signed by the representatives of all the major political parties
of the Maghrib.
The political action concerning the French public op~n~on both in France
and the Maghrib was made by direct contacts in the cases of Tunisia and
Morocco. (e.g. the personal contacts of Bourguiba and 'Allal al-Fassi) and
through indirect or secret contacts in the case of Algeria as the French
public opinion general ly supported the total integration of Algeria with
France. It has been remarked that the nationalists have succeeded to obtain
same sympathies from the leaders of most of the political parties in France
and that this \olas reflected in the formation of different Franco-Maghribian
group s such as "Committee France-Maghrib" (created af ter the riots of
Casablanca in 1952), "Christian Committee of Entente France-Islam", and
"French Conscience" l:lhich I'las created in opposition to "France Presence". 5
With regard to the tactics used by the nationalists in order to arrive
to negotiations for independence, one should notice the existence of three
ferent situations. The Tunisian case represented fidelity among the
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nationalists of the Neo-Destour to the Bourguibian principle of the "small
stages" which considered independence as an ideal that would be reached
through successsive stages in cooperation with France. In the Moroccan
case, there was a constant nationalist insistance and pressure on the
French side for the recognition of independence (which was demanded publicly in the declaration of independence of 1944) even before the opening of
negotiations on the basis of "interdependence" propos ed by France. Lastly,
the Algerian case represented a more militant and revolutionary attitude
among the nationalist of the FLN who insisted in the proclamation of
November 1954 on the recognition of the Algerian nationality and sovereignty and also specified the conditions for negotiations. This firm
position led to a war of independence that lasted more than seven years.
Thus three different nationalist tactics for independence were followed
by the nationalists in Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria, and they can be described respectively as moderate, militant and revolutionary. In fact,
the solid position of the Istiglal Party and the strong character of the
Sultan (who had a good sense of political equilibrium) had a decisive
role in the success of negotiations that led Morocco to independence, and
this helped in speeding the movement of Tunisia from internaI autonomy
to independence. It can also be argued that Bourguiba succeeded through
his tactic of the "small stages" which reflected his moderation and
pragmatism, to win the confidence of the French side especially af ter
his conflict with Ben Youssef who had a militant position with regard to
independence. Bourguiba also suggested the use of his tactic in the case
of Algeria. Re decJared in the United States in December 1956: "The fact
that an Algerian state does not exist, that France has established itself
on this territory more than a hundred years ago, that the European population exceed that which exist in Morocco and Tunisia, is not a justification
for not recognizing the Algerian sovereignty. This does not mean that the
constitution of a state should not follow stages, nor that the rights of
the European population should not be fully recognized and protected".6
Rowever, the Algerian nationalists rejected this tactic for a revolutionary one as they insisted from the beginning (in 1954) on the maximum
(i.e. total independence) and wanted to negotiate with France from a
position of power.
The diplomatic action was a common element in the three nationalist movements and it was also an important factor in the evolution of these movements towards independence. The creation of the Arab League in 1945 and
the support of the independent Arab states marked the first diplomatic
success from outside the Maghrib. One should recall here the activities
of the nationalist leaders in Arab capitals especially Cairo where the
Committee for the Liberation of the Maghrib, headed by Emir Abd al-Krim,
was formed. The Egyptian government gave political asylum to Abd al-Krim
despite French protests. Other Arab countries such as Libya also supplied
very important material and military aid to the resistance movements in
the Maghrib, and af ter the independence of Morocco and Tunisia, these two
former protectorates participated actively and by all means in the support
of the Algerian struggle for independence.
The three nationalist movements of the Maghrib also participated ~n the
conference of Bandoung in 1955 and gained the diplomatic support of
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independent African and Asian countries. The anti-colonial communist countries as weIl as the Americans expressed in principle their sympathies
to the nationalist movements. Tunisia gained the sympathies of many countries af ter the long trip of Bourguiba while the Moroccan nationalist
movement obtained the support of Spain which opposed the French repressive
policies and refused to recognize Ben Arafa who replaced Sultan Ben Yussef
af ter his exile. Also in the congress of solidarity of the Afro-Asian
peoplesheld in Cairo in December 1957, the communist camp expressed its
support to the Algerian revolution. In fact, the creation of the CRUA in
Switzerland had already marked the internationalization of the Algerian
problem. The FLN succeeded ro win the sympathies of other countries through
its participation in international meetings while the GPRA obtained the
recognition of the Afro-Asian as weIl as communist countries. The delegation of the FLN led by Ferhat Abbas in 1960 to popular China and the USSR
resulted in the de facto recognition of the GPRA by the USSR.
The diplomatic action in the UN also resulted in positive achievements
for the nationalist movements. The Moroccan and Tunisian nationalists
appealed to the UN for the discussion of their problems with France. In
fact, from 1952, some resolutions were voted by the general assembly of
the UN on Morocco and Tunisia despite French protests. One can give here
the example of the Latin-American motion adopted in December 1952 for the
resumption of negotiations between Tunisia and France "in vie\v of the
accession of Tunisians to the capacity of administering themselves".
In the case of Algeria, the juridical position of the FLN was consolidated
by the five resolutions voted before the end of 1960 and notably the one
of 19 December which needed only one vote in order to recommend a referendum in Algeria under the controI of the UN. In fact the debate on this
motion placed the GPRA on the same level as the French government. However,
the UN soon decided to invite France and Algeria to continue the dialogue
which finally led to the agreements of Evian. lt can be noted here that
General de Gaulle gave high consideration to the status of the DN and so
conducted the Algerian policy in arealistic attitude which also took into
consideration the reactions of the FLN. Thus the diplomatic action of the
FLN succeeded in the internationalization of the Algerian problem as the
GPRA obtained thirty-one recognitions in the eve of the agreements of Evian.
Finally, the military action, unlike the diplomatic action, was carried
out by the nationalist movements in three different tactical leveIs. In
Tunisia the "Fellagha" action was directed against the French in Tunisia
through terrorist activities. Though this action of the "FeIlagha" presented itself as a liberation army, it was closely subjected to the political action of the Neo-Destour. In fact the Neo-Destour did not condemn the
violent action of the "Fellagha" as it \vas not easy for nationalists to
comdemn other members leading a resistance movement whose presence remained
a card that could be used in case of the failure of negotiations. 7 The
national council of the Neo-Destourheld in Tunis in 1954 adopted a motion
in which it declared that "the question of the Fellagha should neither be
dissociated from the general political problem nor be constituted as a
particular problem, but must be considered in close relation with the
political negotiations still in progress".8 Hence the conditions of safe-
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conduct for the "Fellagha" were formulated in exchange of their arms and
a common declaration issued by the resident-general and the council president Taher Ben 'Ammar stated that: " ... 2514 Fellagha have given up to the
French and Tunisian authorit ies 1958 ,,,eapons ... ". 9
In Morocco, the violent action was not only directed against the French
in Morocco and the French troops, but also against the collaborators of
the residence af ter the deposition of the Sultan. The example wich can
be given here is that of the two attempts against the life of Ben Arafa
(in 1953 and 1954). In fact the militants of the Istiglal Party decided,
af ter the deposition of the Sultan to split with their ancient chiefs in
order to participate in the future army of liberation which was receiving
volunteers from the whole political spectrum in Morocco. 10 Af ter the
victory of the Moroccan nationalists in the first game that ended by the
departure of Ben Arafa in actober 1955, the militant nationalist began
immediately the second game by attacking two French posts in the Rif. 11
These attacks were carried out by same elements of the "Army of Liberation"
organized in the Rif by nationalists like Dr Khatib in order to conduct
the "second ,,,ar of the Rif". This Moroccan force was itself presented as
part of the Army of Liberation of the Arab Maghrib, acting in liaison with
the Algerian nationalists. The Army of Liberation declared that it would
carry out a national insurrection against the French, encircle the posts
of the Rif and the middle-Atlas, and ~ursue the struggle until the total
independence of Morocco and Algeria. 1 This struggle was openly support ed
by the Istiglal Party whose leader "Allal al-Fassi called in Cairo for a
declaration of war against France and announced that the rebellion in
Algeria and Morocco was henceforth put under a common command. It has been
remarked that this proclamation, which was part of the war of nerves and
propaganda, had serious repercussions in Paris where it worried the
official circles so much that the threat was practically impossible to
avoid. 13 The militant collusion between the Istiglal Party and the res istance movement in Morocco was thus rnore evident and effective than between
the Neo-Destour and the "Fellagha" in Tunisia as it soon in Morocco to
the return of the Sultan and the recognition of independence.
In Algeria, the revolutionary military action of 1954 was the decisive
factor in the evolution of the political and diplomatic actions. The
violent action in Algeria took the form of organized military attacks
against French targets, but it was also carried out within the Muslim
population in order to mobilize it behind the aims and leaclership of the
FLN. Hence, unlike the Tunisian and Moroccan cases, the whole Algerian
nationalist movement was directed towards the conduct of a popular revolutionary war against French colonization in Algeria. Though this war succeeded to realize its objective of national independence in 1962, its
inevitable result in human losses was very high and extremely tragic.
It has been stated that the war of Algeria costed the French forces 25 000
persons who died in the fighting and 60 000 injured while the los ses by
accident rose nearly to 7 000 killed and 30 000 injured. The losses among
the Algerians were more difficult to count. Some advanced the number of
141 000 rebels killed, but in considering the losses endured by the whole
Muslim population, others went until raising the figure up to 800 000
casualties. 14 To these figures, one should add the losses caused by terrorist attempts and crimes of war resulting in large numbers of casualties
and missing persons. The Algerian nationalists talked about more than a
million martyrs on the Algerian side.

83
The importance of the violent action as a decisive factor in the evolution
of the Maghrib towards independence reminds us of the preliminary stage
of violent resistance which was marked bya religious influence. In fact,
the use by the Algerian revolution of the Islamic term al-moujahidin
(literally combatants for the sake of God) raises here the question about
the role of Islam in the national struggle for independence in the Maghrib.
One can say that despite the existence of the modernist trend together
with the traditionalist trend in the nationalist movements, all the nationalists of the three movements were strongly attached tho their Islamic
identity. Islam has played a very important role in the nationalist struggle for independence in the Maghrib.
In Tunisia the two trends of the nationalist movement were mainly separated
by the age of their leaders and the methods of actions in the case between
Al-Tha'albi and Bourguiba. Though Bourguiba represented the modernist trend
related to the western culture, he received from his dominant party the
title of "al-Moujahid al-akbar" (the Supreme combatant) which he adopted
and is still using though in a secular sense. In Morocco, the two trends
in the nationalist movement-represented by Al-Fassi and Al-Onezzani - were
united by the same objective of independence and they opposed together the
"Berber dahir" in order to defend the religious unity of Morocco. Moreover,
the Moroccan nationalist movement wich was led by the Sultan and the
Istiglal Party of Al-Fassi, was looking upon the future of Morocco in the
context of Islam and Arabism. In Algeria, the 'Oulama stood firmly for
the Islamic and Arab character of Algeria against the French policies of
integration and assimilation. Even Ferhat Abbas who defended in the 1930' s
the thesis of integration with France, did not want to lose his identity
as a Muslim.
It should be remarked that none of the three nationalist movements in the
Maghrib declared openly that Islam was the basis of the nationalist struggle
for independence. The FLN, for example, declared in the proclamation of
the Algerian revolution that it was not a war of religion but a struggle
for liberty and national independence. Its objective and language were,
according to the texts, political and not religious. However, with the
integration of the 'Oulama to the FLN and the use of the title of alMoujahidin for the fighters of the ALN and that of al-Moudjahid for
s
press organ, which is still existing, it has been remarked that this gave
to the practice of the Algerian revolution an Islamic character that corresponded to the state of mind of many of the combatants of the FLN. 15
In fact the presence of Islam in a Muslim community is indispensable for
the life of individuals. If Islam did not play explicitly the fundamental
role in the conduct of the nationalist movements in the Maghrib, this does
not mean that it was completely absent from these movements. Islam was
strongly present in the minds and the practices of the Muslim population
in the Maghrib. At least it remained all the time as the essentiai factor
that separated the Muslim community from the European non-Muslim community
and it also mobilized the Muslim population to defend and liberate the
land of Islam in the Maghrib from foreign domination. The Algerian revolution recognized af ter independence the role of Islam as an important factor
in the Algerian personality and in the struggle for independence in Algeria.
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Lastly, it may be argued that the nationalist leaders in the Maghrib did
not openly declare Islam as the basis of the struggle for independence
because they wanted to attract the Support of non-Muslim countries as
well as international public opinion to their cause.
5. Leadership
Finally we come to the question of leadership of nationalist movements
which remains, in the final analysis, the most important factor in the
explanation of the existence of different political systems in the Maghrib
af ter independence. The leaderships of the nationalist movements played
in fact the principal role in the evolution of these movements towards
independence as weIl as in the construction of the new political systems
af ter independence. As these leaderships were different on the personal
and ideological leveis, the new political systems followed consequently
different political modeis.
In Morocco, the Sultan Mohammed Ben Yussef emerged in the second World
War as the incontestable leader of the Moroccan nationalist movement, and
his position was further consolidated by his collusion with the Istiglal
Party and his opposition to the French policies and reforms in Morocco.
While the Sultan was the principal leader as head of state representing
Moroccan sovereignty, 'Allal al-Fassi was the principal party leader in
the Moroccan nationalist movement. Both leaders played a leading role in
the nationalist movement and both were exiled. One can on ly recall here
that the Sultan succeeded from his exile to influence the French policy
in Morocco (e.g. through the formula of the council of the throne and the
idea of a provisional government to conduct negotiations with France) while
'Allal al-Fassi made his famous call from Cairo for a declaration of war
against France. The two leaders agreed, even before independence, on the
establishment of a constitutional monarchy in Morocco.
In Tunisia, Bourguiba - the leader of the Neo-Destour Party - emerged as
the most important personal ity among his colleges in the leadership of the
nationalist movement. His direct contacts with the population in the
different parts of Tunisia and his arrest and exile contributed largely
to his popularity. Moreover, Bourguiba was not competed by the Bey Lamine
as the latter did not play the same leading nationalist role of the Sultan
of Morocco: Though the Bey acted at a certain period in favour of the
nationalists, he finally prepared with the residence in 1954 the project
of reforms which was rejected by the Tunisian nationalists. It can thus be
argued that the Bey in Tunisia was practical ly outside the Tunisian nationalist movement. Hence Bourguiba became the incontestable leader of
that movement and his conflict with Ben Youssef ended in his favour in
the congress of Sfax in 1955.
In Algeria, the case was different because of the absence of a local
Algerian government and the emergence of four political organizations even
before 1945 till 1954. It can be argued, however, that Messali al-Hay and
Ferhat Abbas emerged as the main personalities during this period. It is
ironical to remark that Messali al-Haj who began as the "father of the
modern Algerian nationalist movement" ended as a "traitor" in the eyes of
the FLN while Ferhat Abbas who started as a supporter of integration with
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France, joined the FLN and became one of its leaders and the first president of the GPRA. In any case, it should be noted that it was only af ter
1954 that the leadership of the Algerian nationalist movement began to be
unified under the umbrella of the FLN which gave rise to a new type of
leadership known as "collective leadership". In fact, the Algerian revolution of 1954 \Vas declared by "nine historical leaders" \vhile the principle
of "collective leadership" \Vas officially adopted in the congress of alSoummam in 1956. Only Messali al-Haj was excluded from this new leadership
in Algeria because he insisted to create his own movement - MNA - as a
rival and enemy to the FLN. The FLN remained faithful to its principles
and led the struggle for the independence of Algeria until the agreements
of Evian in 1962.
This finally explains that the leaderships in the Maghrib were assured on
the eve of independence by the Sultan Mohammed Ben Yussef in Morocco,
Habib Bourguiba in Tunisia and the FLN in Algeria. One can remark in the
social composition that while the Moroccan and Tunisian nationalist movements \Vere led respectively by the Moroccan "aristocracy" and the Tunisian
"petite bourgeoisie" of the middle class, the Algerian nationalist movement represented from 1954 a popular insurrection that originated among
the masses in the countryside. This can partly explain that the use of
violence was more limited in Tunisia and Morocco than in Algeria where it
represented the only possible alternative left in the Algerian context;
it was patronized in the former two cases by the Neo-Destour and the
Istiglal Party in order to consolidate their political position in the
negotiations with France. This was especially more evident in the case of
Tunisia than in the Moroccan case. However, it should be remarked that
the masses in Tunisia and Morocco were not isolated from the nationalist
movements as in fact the Muslim masses and organizations, notably trade
unions, had actively participated in the nationalist movements in the
Maghrib before independence.
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CONCLUSION
In the last analysis which takes into consideration all the different
factors (internaI and external), the nationalist movements in the Maghrib
have succeeded through a number of stages, objectives, tactics (including
political, diplomatic and military actions) and leaderships to lead Morocco,
Tunisia and Algeria to political and national independence. A period of
six years separated the independence of the two former French protectorates
(Tunisia and Morocco) from that of the former French colony of Algeria.
If the French occupation of Algeria (1830) provoked the dornination of its
two neighbours - Tunisia (1881) and Morocco (1912) -, the Algerian revolution of 1954 put France in front of a difficult choice which ended by the
independence of the two protectorates (1956) which eventually participated
in the liberation and independence of Algeria (1962).
With the independence of the three countries of the Maghrib, the first
phase of nationalism, i.e. the nationalist independence movements, came to
end while the second phase irnrnediately began. This second phase of nationalims is connected with the processes of state-building and nation-building.
This means that new political systerns had to be established in the independent Maghrib to replace the colonial administration and to work for the
preservation of national unity and sovereignty as weIl as for the construction of the grand Maghrib within the context of the Arab nation AIso the
new political systerns had to determine their ideologicaloptions in the
different political, economic, social and culturaI fields.
It is important to remark in conclusion that the new political constitutional systerns that emerged in the Maghrib af ter independence were born
out of the leaderships of their nationalist movements. As these leaderships
were different in the context of their internaI political and social
environments and their future perspectives, they influenced the emergence
of three constitutional systerns which apparent ly looked as different from
each other in the independent Maghrib.
In Tunisia, Bourguiba - the "supreme combatant" - did not find much difficulty in abolishing in 1957 the existing monarchy in order to establish a
republic of a "presidential systern" in the constitution of Ist June 1959,
with the practice of a one-party systern (i.e. the Neo-Destour Party). In
Morocco, the Sultan Ben Yussef, henceforth Mohammed V, adopted in agreement
with the Istiglal Party, the idea of a system of "constitutional monarchy"
based on parliamentary democracy. This system was realized by his son
Hassan II in the constitution of 7 December 1962 which insisted on the
multi-party system. Finally in Algeria, the FLN adopted a socialist republic
of one-party systern (i.e. the FLN) on the basis of "popular democracy",
and this was followed by Ben Bella in the constitution of 8 September 1963.
Finally, if the emergence of the three political constitutional systems in
the independent Maghrib have been explained by the evolution of the nationalist movements and through their leaderships, it remains to be seen by
further comparative studies the particular characteristics of these systems
in relation to each other on the one hand, and in relation to the models
of western political systerns, on the other hand. It will also be interesting
to see the evolution of these political systerns in the independent Maghrib.

43. Hansen, Holger Bemt, Ethnicity and Military Rule in
Uganda. 136 pp. Uppsala 1977. ISBN 91-7106-118-5.
(OUT-OF-PRINT)
44. Bhagavan, M.R., Zambia: Impact of Industriai Strategy on
Regional Imbalance and Social Inequality. 76 pp. Uppsala
1978. SEK 15,-. ISBN 91-7106-119-3.
45. Aaby, Peter, The State ofGuinea-Bissau. African
Socialism or Socialism in Africa? 35 pp. Uppsala 1978.
ISBN 91-7106-133-9. (OUT-OF-PRINT)
46. Abdel-Rahim, Muddathir, Changing Patterns ofCivilianMilitary Relations in the Sudan. 32 pp. Uppsala 1978.
SEK 15,-. ISBN 91-7106-137-1.
47. Jönsson, Lars, La Revolution Agraire en Algerie.
Historique, contenu et problhnes. 84 pp. Uppsala 1978.
SEK 15,-. ISBN 91-7106-145-2.
48. Bhagavan, M.R., A Critique of "Appropriate" Technology
for Underdeveloped Countries. 56 pp. Uppsala 1979. SEK
15,-. ISBN 91-7106-150-9.
49. Bhagavan, M.R., Inter-Relations between Technological
Choices and Industrial Strategies in Third World Countries.
79 pp. Uppsala 1979. SEK 15,-. ISBN 91-7106-151-7.
50. Torp, Jens Erik, Industriai Planning and Development in
Mozambique. Some Preliminary Considerations. 59 pp.
Uppsala 1979. ISBN 91-7106-153-3. (OUT-OF-PRINT)
51. Brandström, Per, Hultin, Jan & Lindström, Jan, Aspects of
Agro-pastoralism In East Africa. 60 pp. Uppsala 1979.
SEK 15,-. ISBN 91-7106-155-X.
52. Egerö, Bertil, Colonization and Migration. A summary of
border-crossing movements in Tanzama before 1967.45
pp. Uppsala 1979. SEK 15,-. ISBN 91-7106-159-2.
53. Simson, Howard, Zimbabwe - A Country Study. 138 pp.
Uppsala 1979. ISBN 91-7106-160-6. (OUT-OF-PRINT)
54. Beshir, Mohamed Omer, Dlversity Regionalism and
NaMnal Unity. 50 pp. Uppsala 1979. ISBN 91-7106-1665. (OUT-OF-PRINT)
55. Eriksen, Tore Linne, Modern Afriran History: Some
HIstoriographical ObservatIOIlS. 27 pp. Uppsala 1979.
SEK 15,-. ISBN 91-7106-167-3.
56. Melander, Göran, Refugees in Somalia. 48 pp. Uppsala
1980. SEK 15,-. ISBN 91-7106-169-X.
57. Bhagavan, M.R., AngolQ' Prospectsfor Sociaitst
Industrialtsation. 48 pp. Uppsala 1980. SEK. 15:-.ISBN
91-7106-175-4.
58. Green, Regmald H., From Sudwestafnka to Namibw The
political economy of transitIOn. 45 pp. Uppsala 1981.
SEK 20,-. ISBN 91-7106-188-6.
59Isaksen, Jan, Macro-Economic Management and
Bureaucracy: The Case ofBotswana. 53 pp. Uppsala 1981,
SEK 20,-. ISBN 91-7106-192-4.
60. Oden, Bertil, The Macroeconomic POSition ofBotswana.
84 pp. Uppsala 1981. SEK 20,-. ISBN 91-7106-193-2.
61. WesterIund, David, From SOCIalism to Islam? Notes on
Islam as a Pollllcal Factor In Contemporary Afnca. 62 pp.
Uppsala 1982. SEK 20,-. ISBN 91-7106-203-3.
62 Tostensen, Arne, Dependence and Collecllve Self-Rehance
In Southern Afnca. The case of the Southem Afncan
Development Coordmatlon Conference (SADCC). 170 pp.
Uppsala 1982. ISBN 91-7106-207-6. (OUT-OF-PRINT)
63. Rudebeck, Lars, Problhnes de pouvoir populaire et de
developpelnent. TrallSltlOn difficile en Guinee-Bissau. 73
pp. Uppsala 1982. ISBN 91-7106-208-4. (OUT-OFPRINT)
64. Nobel, Peter, Refugee Law lIlthe Sudan. With The
Refugee Conventions and The Regulation of Asylum Act
of 1974. 56 pp. Uppsala 1982. SEK 20,-. ISBN 91-7106209-2.
65. Sano, Hans-Otto, The Pollllcal Economy of Food In
NIgena 1960-1982. A DiscussJOlI on Peasants, State, and
World Economy. 108 pp. Uppsala 1983. ISBN 91-7106210-6. (OUT-OF-PRINT)

66. KJ<erby, Fmn, Problems and Contradictions in the
Development of Ox-Cultivation in Tanzania. 164 pp.
Uppsala 1983. SEK 40,-. ISBN 91-7106-211-4.
67. Kibreab, Gaim, Reflections on the African Refugee
Problem: A Critical Analysis of Some Basic AssumptiollS.
154 pp. Uppsala 1983. ISBN 91-7106-212-2. (OUT-OFPRINT) (New edition available from Africa World Press, P
O Box 1892, Trenton, NJ 08608, USA)
68. Haarl0v, Jens, Labour Regulation and Black Workers'
Struggles in South Africa. 80 pp. Uppsala 1983. SEK 20,. ISBN 91-7106-213-0.
69. Matshazi, Meshack Jongilanga & Tillfors, Christina, A
Survey ofWorkers' Educallon Activities in Zimbabwe,
1980-1981.85 pp. Uppsala 1983. SEK 20,-. ISBN 917106-217-3.
70. Hedlund, Hans & Lundahl, Mats, Migration and Social
Change in Rural Zambia. 107 pp. Uppsala 1983. SEK 20,. ISBN 91-7106-220-3.
71. Gasarasi, Charles P., The Tripartite Approach to the
Resettlement and Integration ofRural Refugees in
Tanzania. 76 pp. Uppsala 1984. SEK 20,-. ISBN 91-7106222-X.
72. Kameir, EI-Wathig & Kursany, Ibrahim, Corruption as a
"Fifth" Factor of Production in the Sudan. 33 pp. Uppsala
1985. SEK 20,-. ISBN 91-7106-223-8
73. Davies, Robert, South African Strategy Towards
Mozambique in the Post-Nkomati Period. A Cntical
Analysis of Effects and Implications. 71 pp. Uppsala 1985.
SEK20,-.ISBN91-7106-238-6.
74. Bhagavan, M.R. The Energy Sector in SADCC Countnes.
Pohcies, Prioriues and Options in the Context of the
African CriSIS. 41 pp. Uppsala 1985. SEK 20,-. ISBN 917106-240-8.
75. Bhagavan, M. R. Angola' s Political Economy 1975-1985.
89 pp. Uppsala 1986. SEK 30,-. ISBN 91-7106-248-3.
76. Ostberg, Wilhelm, The Kondoa Transformation. Coming
to grips with soil erosIOn in Central Tanzama. 99 pp.
Uppsala 1986. SEK 30,-. ISBN 91-7106-251-3.
77. Fadahunsi, Akin, The Development Process and
Technology. A case for a resources based development
strategy in NIgena. 41 pp. Uppsala 1986. SEK 30,-. ISBN
91-7106-265-3.
78. Suliman, Hassan Sayed, The NatlOnahst Movements 1Il
the Maghrib. A comparatlve approach. 87 pp. Uppsala
1987. SEK 40,-. ISBN 91-7106-266-1.

The Scandinavian Institute of African Studies in Uppsala was started in
1962 as an element in a Scandinavian effort to improve the information about
Africa and to promote exchanges of ideas on topics of central concern to the
developing countries.
The Institute's task is fourfold: To encourage and initiate research on Africa, to
establish a documentation centre for research, to disseminate information
about Africa through courses, lectures and seminars, and to assist in the
training of personell for tasks in developing countries.
Research activities. One of the institute's principal tasks is to stimulate and
support Scandinavian research on Africa. This goal is partly achieved through
research at the institute. There are also research workers associated to the
institute. Travel grants are given annually to researchers in Scandinavia to
promate research in Africa and to support African scholars' visits to the
Institute.
The library. The library specializes mainly in material on modern Africa.
Endeavours are made to stock the current literature on the social sciences,
modern history and modern biography. One of the prime goals is to have a
good coverage of periodicals. There are complete card catalogues, both of the
Institute's own book stock and of the stocks of Africana in all the major
Scandinavian scientific libraries.
Seminars and courses. The Institute organizes conferences on the internatianaiievei and for different categories of the Scandinavian communities.
Proceedings are normally published in one of the Institute's publicatian series.
The Institutes does not provide any instruction for those aiming at academic
degrees.
Publications. The Institute has published more than 200 different titles, most
of them are written in English for an international readership. Further details
about the Institute's publications can be found in the List of Publicatians which
can be obtained free of charge.
For more information about the Institute, we recommend the reading of the
annual Newsletter which can be ordered from th~ Institute free of charge.

THE SCANDINAVIAN
INSTITUTE OF
AFRICAN STUDIES
P.O. Box 1703 . S-75147

UPPSALA, Sweden
ISSN 0080-6714
ISBN 91-7106-266-1

