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De officio Medici
Commentationes.

A physician has numberless opportunitias of giving that relief
of distress, not to be purchased by the wealth of India.
: GREGORY, "
==

P rofpera cum alia multa propitio Numini accepta funt refe-
renda, tum etiam valetndo fecunda et perpetua, qua gquid ho--
mini melius, quid l=tius, quid optabilius esfe poteft. Valetudo
una omnium felicitatum inftar eft, omnis gaudii fons et origo.
Hac integra omnia rident, hac perdita omnes vitz delectationes
jucunditatesque exfulant. Cui bono funt divitiz et, quas ifl2
promunt , omnis generis deliciz, fi valetudinis acerbitas omnem,
que inde delibari posfet, felicitatis dulcedinem interciperet. « Ni-
hil usquam gentium aut locorum eft, quod cum prospera fecua-
daque valetudine comparari posfit. Vitze vigor et falus tantz
funt felicitates ut fine his ceterz non tantum nullo umquam pre-
tio pendi, fed ne concipi quidem animo posfint. Immo, quod
- falva haram rerum =zftimatione juridica  dixerim, {ola in rebus
humanis inz{limabilia, fola repenfari nefcia videantur. Nulli in-
terfecto, ne atrocisfima quidem interfectoris nece, pe totius
quidem orbis terrarum divitiis, vita recuperari potefl. Sed ut
maximarum rerom monienta in minimis fxpe vertumur, ficetiam
valetudo humana mitum quam exigna ex re pendeat 1). Vel
unius morbi neglecta aut inchoata cognitio quantz in popule
firagis causfa esfe poteft.  Sua cujusque patrisfamiliz, univerfe

1) Aminnelfe-Tal &fver Kongl Vetenlkaps- Akade-
miens Ledamot Herr HExr. Ganwn, &ec. forfattadt af Carl
Zetterftrdm. Stockh. 1821. p. 36. — Dislert. De ordine rerum
in arte medica addifcendarum &c. Preefide Cardl. Zet.
ftrém, p. p. Joh, Juc. Smitt, Part, pofter, Upfaliz 1821. 9. 16.
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provinciz, immo Patris ‘Pattiz falus- quam fzpe Medentium ia
poteftate fita eft. Et, quod miraberis, quod prifcis jam tempo-
ribus animadverfum noftra quoque ztate manet 2), i, quibus
falus creditur, qua nihil =gris mortalibus carius eft, fi fcientiz=
landibus infeciores operam navavermt, adcuraverint, delicti raro
coarguuntur, nedum in jus vocari posfunt, ?Nam” (Cel. Prafi-
dis verbis pro meis utor). “"Medici Doctoris delicta, fi qua fiur,
non ut Doctorum alius Ordinis, lentiora apertioraque, adeoque
eonfilio & fedulitate fuperabilia, inferunt mala, fed feepisfime
adeo propera & occulta, ut svllo modo evitari posfinr. Si
Theologus falfam traderet doctrinam, fi Jurisconfulius ea pro.
ferret, quz parumn cenfulte judicarentur, 8:pientiz denique Docto-
res, {i quando ea disfererent, quz infipicntiam faperent, ifla
“omnia, etfi periculi plena fint & publicz atque privatz faluti
perniciem minitentur, ejusmodi funt, ut a prudentisimo quoque
& fagacislimo inter ipfa initia detegi & averti posfint. A Me-
dicis quz aut falfo docentur aut alioqui vel committendo vel
omittendo peccantur, horum longe alia-ratio efl. Medentis cul-
pam,’ quz plermmque vix ac ne vix quidem oblervari porteft,

-

2) “[taque hercule in hac artium fola evenit, ut cuicumque medi-
com fe profesfo flatim credator, quum fit periculum in nolio
mendacio majus. Nom tamen illud intgemur, adeo blanda eff fpe-
randi pro fe cuique dulcedo. Nulla praterea lex, quze puniat in-
feitiam : capitale -pullum exemplum vindictee.  Difcunt periculis
noftris, et experimenta per mortes agunt: Medicogue tantam ho-
minem occidisfe impunitas fumma eft.” Prin. Nat. Hift, L.

XXIX. C. 1- (Edit. Franzii Vol. VIIL. p. 352.)

= == — "handelt der junge Arzt nach eigenem Gurdiinken
und fetzt wenn er unter die Zahl der Untaoglichen gehért, Men-
{fchenleben und Geflundheir in Gefahr, obne dass man ihm nar
einmal mit Grund feine Ungelchichlichkeit vorwerfen oder ihm
zur Verhiitung ferneren Schadens einen Vormund fetzen Lkénnte.”
Hermes, oder Kritifches Jahrbuch &c. 23 B, 1 Heft,
Leipzig 1826. p. 76.
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fion raro vite & valetudinis dispendium adeo celeriter & fur:
tim confequitur, ut detegendi & disquirendi non fit locus. Et¢
fi fir disquirendi quidem lncus, quis disquircadum esfe animad-
verreret sut disquirere fciret? Non alius, quisquis fit, nifi doctri
na & experieatia clarisfimus, qui fimul przflo fuisfet, artis falu-
taris Doctor in quovis cafu recte an fecus praferiptum atque per-
actun {ir, judicare valest. “Nifi fapiens non potelt per-
fpicere fapientem” Plin. Ep. 1. 10, — Sed quam raro
rantus arbiter tempore intervenit. In Profesfione falutari codex,
qui quid faciendum fit fugiendumve tradat, nullus efl; nec, nifi
rei ipfius ratio mutatur, ullus esfe poteft. Nulla feilicer Hy-
gieines vel Therapiz enuntiatio eft aut quzflio, de qua ‘directe
& -abfolute refponderi posfit.”-3). « =

—

Hujus itaque {cientiz curta {upellex {i periculofior eft quam
alius cujuscumque {cientiz, quanti refere, quod facile quisque
intelligit, ut Academica in Univerfitate Medicine Studiofi quam
folidisfima et ipfum in finem adecommodatisfima doctrina enu-
triantur, ut tirocinii =tas, qua medico~philofophi:e Examine pe-
racto in quintum, quod fummum dico, annum profertur, maxi-
ma ex parte riteque percipiendam conferatur in {cientiz rationem
fummam, proprie fic dictam Medicinain, in notitiam earum re-
rum, quz quotidie et {ubinde Medicing in praxi geruntur. Cer-
tum fiquidem esle debet, quod necesfe eft,id primum esfe
legendum, fupervacanea autem, quz rarius et fortuito acci-
dunt, quz ceteroquin itz “nata funt, ut in calu fine peculiari
fudio peragantur ab iis, qui fcientiz peritisfimi et fcientiz ex
fundamentis atque propzedia optime inflructi fint, paullatim ad-
difci . posfint. . Tum vero .inprimis refert, ut in Examen pro

.3) Programmas, quo Inaugurationem Medicinz Docto-
ruom a condita Academia Upfalienfi tricefimam ter-
tiam 4. IX Nov. 1822 indicit &c p. 1.
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Licentia obeundum videatur, an ea morborum cognofcendorum
curandorumque arte praeditus fit Tiro Medicus, an caput et
Medendi artis fminmam ita teneat, ut tuto 4) artis primnum exs
periendz poteflas illa fieri posfit, unde hominis vita et falus tam
fzpe velut ex indeprecabili fato et quidem fine ulla rationis
reddendz tuteia peadet. Ne maltis. Quidquid poft Medicinz
Canditati Examen exactum quinquennalis illius temporis fupereil,
id fcientiz fummz ejusque univerfe rationi-impendatur, quz vel
finplicisimam et vulgatisfimam ad quzflionem, fecandane vena
fit nec ne, fi fecus refponderit, fape fola et fine appellatione
zgrotantis falutem et animam agi jubet, (“Sanguidis detractio vel
occidit, vel liberat: &e. Cers. L. IlL c. 27.) ubi auxiliaribus
ex [cientiis vel mille dubia absque ullo vitz discrimine in me-
diug relinqui potuisfent.

Si itaque nullum Academica in Univerfitate Examen eft,
quod cam Medicin Licentiatorum examine comparari posfit, in
Medendi fcientiam et communem humanitatem pesfime confule-
retur, {i committeretur, ut huic examini peregrina obtruderentur
et aliena, quz raro aut numquam Medica in praxi cogairu- utilia
esfe posfunt, quibus adeo diftringeretur is, qui huic Examini
operatur, ut necesfario in Medicinz parte ea, quz fumma eft,
fibi defit.

Et enim vero quid timendum eff in =tate, cujus animus
multa quam multum fcire mavult, et tam facile ea, quz cujus-

4) Tuto, inquam, artis primum experiendz poteftas. Quamvis enim
tres illas cognitionum medicaram clasfes, quas in Disfert. ¢it. De
ordine rerum in arte medica &c. p. 14, 15, definitas vi-
deris, omnino complexus fit, nihilo tamen minus Tiro eft, fi in-
tellexeris, quanta adhuc cognitione et peritia egeat is, qui Medi-
cinz artem totam tenebit, cui perdifeendse L. annos deberi fide
et annis venerabilis Medicus practicus exiftimat.
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que operis et inflituti propria funt, pretermittit? Facile in flu-
divm medicum vel alienisfima {cientiarum genera compingentur
et auxiliares Machaoniz artis fcientizz, Batanice, Chemia, Phar-
macia, c. cet. eo usque exigentur, ut plus quam Medicina ipfa
temporis Medicine Studiofis detractum f{ibi vindicent. Contra
cenfuit Nobilisfimus Joun Grecory: “Here 1 muft previously
obferve, that all the works of Nature are fo intimately con-
nected, that no one part of them can be well under(tood by
confidering and fludying it feparately. In order therefore to
be qualicfied for the practice of phyfic, a variety of branches
of knowledge feemingly little connected, are meverthelefs ne-
cesfary. As this is the cafe, it is proper that a fludent fhould
be on his guard not to waste his time and labour in purfuits
which have either no tendency, or a remote one, to throw
light on his profesfion. Life is too fhort for every {ludy that
may be deemed ornamental to a phyfician; it will not even
allow time for every f{ludy that has fome conmection with
phyfic. Every one of the fciences I am about to name is of
great extent; but it will be necesfary for a phyfician
to confine his application to fuch parts of them as
are really fubfervient to practice. If a fludents’s ge-
nius inclines him more particularly to any of the preliminary
fciences, he may, if be plesfes, indulge himfelf in it, taking
care not to impofe on himfelf, and confider this a2s fludying
phyfic” Lectures on the Duties and Qualifications
of a Phyfician. A New Edition, &c. London 1772. p- 72.
Cujus auctoritas quam parum valuit, quz nec dum persvafit,
ut ad ea, qux Medicin® in praxi necesfaria esfent, opus ad-
firingatur. Immo quzrendum jam propemodum eft, quid Me.
dicina non fit, pofiquam communi Arzneygelahrtheit no-
mine in recenfione litteraria (Allgemeine Literatur-Zeitung. Febr,
Heft. Halle, 1826. Nio 48. p. 400.) fubjectum hujusmodi
reperimus libellum: Ueber die hintere Extremitet der
Ophidier. v. Dr, Maver. Boon. 1825. Proinde jam ade
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ductus quispiam  oflenderit, quid Medicina fit 5). Sin mi«
nus, ne difpicere quidem licet, quousque tandem Medicinz
novas usque fn partes diftingvendz finis fir furura, - In Univer-
ficate, que Berolinenfium cft, proxime preterlapfum per feme-
ftre ab Octobri inde anni 1826 ad Aprilem usque anni 1827
{eptuaginta omnino rei Medicz pralectiones femeftres habeban-
tur €).. Singulari experimento fuerit Medicinx Practicorum no-
ftratium quem tiibus tantum a Profesforibus in Facultate ‘nofira
Uplalienfi educatum (cujusmodi complures zgrotantium in fulu-
tem fcientizque in gloriam vigent) morbo laborantium ad lectos
cum ejusmodi Docrore contendere, qui omnes Academica di-
fcipline per annos feptuagenis femefirium pralectionibus enutri-
tus fuerir, Sed nunc temporis  communis esfe videtnr opinio,
quo plures Profesfores fludiis Medicis sdfignantur, quo pluces
fimul Medicinz . Studiofis przlectiones inferviant, quo plura fint
Examina Medicinz Studiofis rite probandis, quo multiplicior et
feverior rationis in omoibus expofcendz modus, c. cet., eo fci-
entiores Medicin® Doctores creari posfe, Non id atbitrantur nihilo
magis temporis fic augeri fpatium, quo hzc omnia funt peragen-
da aut quams temeraria {it in Medicina practica rationum  exi-
gendarum  prolixitas 7).

Sunt, qui magoum hunc Profesforum  pralectio=
numque medicarum apparatum  excufantes fingant, Maedici-
nz fcientiam ut’ excellentiorem ita vafliorem esfe ‘factam.

" 5) Vide tractatom “IV. Was ift Medicin? Grundrifs zn eirer En-
cyclopzdie derfelben,” in: Verfuche in der organifchen
+ Phyfik. Voo Dri TRoxLER. Jena 1804. p. 257.

. 6y Journal der practifchen Heilkunde. Heransgegeben
von C. W. Hureranp und E. Osanw. III. Stick, September.
Berlin 1826, p. t21.

7) Disfert. De ordine rerum in Arte Medica &, p. 2, 6,
i1, 10. ; : 3 ’
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Quod a vero alienum, vero contrarivin efl. Quo enim altius
Medicina peifectionis culmen adfcendit, co facilivs fua fpoate
inutiles doctrinz rejiciuntur,  Medicorum quis eft, cui nune Ga-
rent Coprologia fic perdifcendsa? (De Simplicium Medica
mentorum Facultatibus Lib. X.c. 18.), zutlegenda com-
mentatio: Neu-Vermehrtte heylfame Dreck:Apothec-
ke, wie nemlich mit Koth und Urin, faft alle, ja
auch die fchwerfre, gifftigfre Kranckheiten, und
bezauberte Schiden, vom Haupt bis zun Fusien,
inn- und fusferlich, glicklich curiret worden: &e.
von KrisTian Frawrz Paveint. Fraockfurt am Mayn, 1734.
vel adeundus libers VaresTint  KrivTermawns Curieufer
und Vernunfftiger Urin.Artzt, welcher eines Theils
Ichret und zeiget, wie man aus dem Urin nichetal
lein die meiftenund vornehmften Krankheiten des
Menfchl, Leibes nach gewisfen Kunft-Reguln der
Mcdicin, griindlich erkennen, fondern auch wieein
vernunffriges Judicium davon zu fillen fey. An
dern Theil: wie man auch &c. Andre Auflage. Fraack-
furth und Leipzig, 1725. Annon fructus capitur coguitionis
mazjor ex opulculo: Von der Natur des Meafchen, &ec.
von Kare Geore Nreumanw, 1zer Theil Berlin, 1815, 23ter Th.
ib. 1818, 8:vo, quain ex MarTint ScrHuriGnn Spermatolo-
pia Hiltorico-Medica, &c. Francof, ad M. 1720. 4:to,
Fjusd. Chylologia Hiltorico-Medica, &e Dresda
1725. 4:t0. Ejusd. Parthenologia Hiftorico-Medica,
&c. ib. 1729. 4ito. Ejusd, Muli¢cbria Hilrorico-Medi
ca, &c- ib. e a. c. vet. Ejusd. Opp. Voll, I—VIIL. Qy. vel ex
1pfivs v. Hacuert Elemeatis Phyfiologizc. h. Voll
I—VIIL Qyg. Quantus differt , qui morborum genera exigit nu-
merus in Carort Linwzr libro, quem llle de ea re feripfit Up-
faliz Anno 1763 et generum numerus fubductus in Commens
tatione, C. W, HursLanp Confpectus Morborum feeun-
dum ordines naturales &c. Berolini 1819, Quanta plantarum

-
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officinalium expunctio poft Caror: Linnzr Materiam Me-
dicam publicatam facta eft? Et in ultima tamen Pharmacopoez,
que publica eft, editione plus quinquaginta exclufe funt exclu-
farumque fenario ex numero toto tanto quinarins quotus quantus
in locum [ubflitutus eft. Quam fimplex nunc temporis medica-
mentoruin formulas concinnandi methodus eft, nifi quod nomi-
e Pharmacoestagraphologia hodie appellatur? Quo ‘magis me-
dendi ars laudibus fuis perficicur, hoc facilius auxiliaribus carere
potell. Ut quisque feitisfimus eft, ita paucisfimis medicamen-
tis opus habet ad morbi vim fuperandam. Confer: Sminnel.
fe-Tal G6fver Kongl, Vetenfkaps-Academiens Le-
damot Herr Hesr., Gann, &c. p. 38.

Alii nimis multorum Profesforum defignandorum temerita:
tem et fupervacanearum rerum in Medicinz Licentiatorum Exa-
men intrudendarum imprudentiam excufantes, ea de re confilia,
quz nunc agitantur, nihil aliud quam in prefens providere di-
cuat. Hominum autem multa millia fi temporariarum procura-
tionum ex eventu victimz cadunt, non temmporis gr'atia intereimnti
fed indeprecabili fato defuncti comperiuntur.

Hominibus ne tam diris in rebus nulla fit confolatio, ut
Medicinz Hiftoria litteraria docet, nec dirarum intemperiz nimis
longam ztateni degunt, fi quod fupervicaneun eft et inutile, id
mox oblivioni traditur, fi quod verum eft et necesfarium, id pre-
valet lentoque gradu provehitur non fine moderstione et pru-
dentia, tum etjam immoderatz rationes feniorum folida experien-
tia e¢ cordatorum virorum fapientia ‘admodum temperantur aut
imminugutur, quorum animi nec novis in Jdiem commentis tur.
bantur ;, nec timentes, ne inique fersntur, neve eorum, qui - dis-
fentiunt, fimultas {ofcipistur, in communi bumanitatis causfa non
filentium agunt, fed judicii fui fidem eloquéntur. Quanto plures
hominum viras infumfis{et Browniana illa theoria incitationis , nifi
Jou. Perr. Franx, Jon. Carmsr. REw, J. Strecrirz, Jos.
Apam Semmior , C. W, HureranD, c. cet, {uperflites contra-
riz ratiopis auctores actoresque exflitisfent,




