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Abstract 

This paper analyse how two agreements can be understood to facilitate the normative power 

(NP) of the EU by illuminating how they can enable four different NP mechanisms and thus 

influence and shape Ukraine’s notions and norms concerning energy security (ES). The study 

it draws on information from two agreements, i.e. Memorandum of Understanding on a 

Strategic Energy Partnership of 2016 (MoU) and the treaty establishing the Energy 

Community (TEC). If we understand NP as the ability to define what passes for normal and 

that NP suggests that the EU exerts influence by shaping the values and behaviour of other 

actors by redefining international norms in their own image. Then these two agreements are 

interesting as they constitute a nexus between the EU and Ukraine which could potentially 

enable that power as they can proliferate norms and notions of the EU concerning ES. 

Considering how the TEC has the goal to extend their principle and rule of the EU and how 

the MoU is created with the EU´s energy union as reference point the agreements might 

enable that influence This paper combines critical discourse analysis (CDA) with an ideal 

type analysis where the four NP mechanism constitute the analytical tool. The study reveals 

how the agreements can enable the EU´s NP by facilitating the NP mechanism, as they 

manage to proliferate the norms and notion of the EU. However, the aptitude of the different 

NP mechanism differ between the two agreements. Additionally, the study also reveals how 

the application of this ideal type is more suitable for examining organisation rather than 

agreements alone, as the full spectrum of the NP mechanisms potential cannot be illuminated. 

Although, the study reveal how agreements could be understood as potential tools, even if 

they don’t enable all NP mechanism equally.   

Keywords: Normative Power Europe, Energy security, Influence, CDA, MoU, TEC, EU, 

Ukraine. 

Word count: 24687  

Abbreviations and Glossary 

CDA Critical discourse analysis 

DA Discourse analysis 
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EC Energy Community 

ES Energy security 

ESS Energy security strategy 

EU European union 

MoU Memorandum of Understanding 

NP normative power 

NPE Normative Power Europe 

TEC the treaty establishing the Energy Community 
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1 Introduction 

1. 1. Research problem 

The question of energy security (ES) has historically, in the first half of the 20th century, been 

concerned with the security of fuel supplies, such as oil and coal for armies and naval fleets.1 

When Winston Churchill ordered the fleets of the royal navy to shift their fuel from coal to 

oil, he was critiqued that the oil imports from Persia would run out in contrast to the coal 

which emanated from Wales. Churchill response was that “safety and security lie in variety 

and variety alone” and that England had this variety alone because of its imports, unlike its 

neighbouring countries.2 This principle of ensuring energy supply from various sources is still 

relevant today within ES. As no state or other power relies on the function of the global 

market alone. In contrast to the beginning of the 20th century, today the limitations of 

environmental and climate protection play a central role in relation to the expansion of the 

global economy. Hence, the notion of what constitutes as ES has expanded encompassing new 

areas, such as the environment. 3ES lacks a universal definition since every actor has their 

own version of it. This makes ES is an interesting subject since every actor has their own 

norms and notions of what ES constitutes, such as what challenges, threats, and solutions it 

encompasses.4  

The European Union (EU) is an influential actor who has established a wide pool of 

partnerships and international cooperation’s with a variety of actors in order to solve energy 

challenges, such as ”climate change, environmental protection, and volatile prices.“5 Among 

these actors is Ukraine who’s connected to the EU in two distinct ways in relation to energy. 

The first being through the treaty establishing the Energy Community (TEC) which Ukraine 

signed and joined in 1st February 2011.6 The Energy Community (EC) main objective is to 

extend the EU´s internal energy markets principles and rules to the countries in “South East 

                                                           
1 Aleh Cherp, et al, “Energy Security”, in Global Energy Assessment: Toward a Sustainable Future. Eds. 

Thomas B. Johansson, Nebosja Nakicenovic, Anand Patwardan (Cambridge University Press, 2012), p. 329. 
2 Sascha Müller-Kraenner, Energy security: re-measuring the world, (London, 2008), p. 19. 
3 Ibid, p.19f 
4 Cherp et al, P. 330. 
5 European Commission, (e), International Cooperation, Working with our energy partners abroad, 

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/international-cooperation (2018-02-27). 

6 European Commission, “Memorandum of Understanding on a Strategic Energy Partnership Between the 

European Union together with the European Atomic Energy Community and Ukraine”, (Brussels, 2016), p.1, 9. 

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/international-cooperation
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Europe, the Black Sea region and beyond on the basis of a legally binding framework.” 7 The 

international organisation is crediting itself with creating a pan-European energy market by 

bringing the EU and its neighbouring countries together.8  

The second connection is the Memorandum of Understanding which was initially signed on 1 

December 2005 and later updated by the Memorandum of Understanding on a Strategic 

Energy Partnership of 2016 (MoU).9 The function of the MoU is to provide guidance, for the 

cooperation between Ukraine and the EU, through its “five road maps”. 10  These “road maps” 

describes five different areas in need of improvement, such as “nuclear safety”, “integration 

of electricity and gas market”, “security of energy supply and transit”, “the coal sector” and 

(lastly) “energy efficiency and renewables”.11 The MoU was constructed with the five pillars 

of the EU´s Energy Union as a reference point.12It is similar to the TEC, as it aims to 

accomplish a full integration of Ukraine’s and the EU’s energy markets by reforming 

Ukraine’s energy sector.13 

 

Considering how one agreement is constructed with the EU´s energy priorities as a reference 

point and the other has the goal to extend their principles and rules, they become an 

interesting research subject in relation to the concept of Normative Power Europe (NPE), as 

they constitute a nexus between the parties through which the EU could influence/shape 

Ukraine’s notions and norms about ES. The question of EU´s influence and power has been 

analysed by many scholars through different perspectives in international relations. Since Ian 

Manner introduced the concept of NPE in his article Normative Power Europe: A 

Contradiction In terms? much research has been conducted examining the EU´s power and 

role in the international system. For example, the concept has been popular for analysing the 

EU´s external relations, foreign policy and is a popular and common concept to describe or 

analyse the power of the EU.14 By introducing an alternative view of how to understand the 

EU, as a normative power (NP), Manner wanted to think “beyond traditional concepts of 

EU´s international role” and avoid the concept and “seductiveness” of military power 

                                                           
7 Energy Community, Who are we, https://www.energy-community.org/aboutus/whoweare.html (2017) (2018-

02-27)  
8 Ibid. 
9 European Commission, (2016), p, 1, 9. 
10 Ibid, p, 1. 
11 Ibid, p, 1. 
12 European Commission, (e). 
13 European Commission, (2016) p. 1. 
14 Tuomas Forsberg, “Normative Power Europe, Once Again: A Conceptual Analysis of an Ideal Type*”, 

Journal of Common Market Studies, Vol 49, ( 2011:6), p. p1183. 

https://www.energy-community.org/aboutus/whoweare.html
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Europe.15 Manner defines NP as “the ability to define what passes for ‘normal’ in world 

politics”.16 With the concept, in simple terms, it is suggested that the EU can exert influence 

by shaping the “values and rules of behavior” of other international actors, such as states.17 As 

the EU redefines international norms in its own image, it gradually exercises its NP.18  

However, not much research has been done which connects NPE with the field of ES nor how 

agreements could be understood to enable EU´s NP. The MoU and the TEC constitute two 

interesting research subjects, (considering the subjective nature of ES) as they could 

illuminate how EU reinforces its norms and notions of ES through the agreements, such as 

what challenges, threats, and solutions ES encompasses. This could give an insight into how 

the agreements could potentially enable the EU to exert its NP onto Ukraine, as it would allow 

EU to define what passes for normal within ES. So, if we understand the MoU and the TEC to 

constitute a nexus between the two parties and NP as the “ability to define what passes for 

‘normal’ in world politics”.19 Then the question which remains is – how those two nexuses 

can enable the EU to exercise that power? 

In order to analyse this, we need to illuminate how the MoU and the TEC could enable the 

mechanisms of NP, as these are the means through which the EU could exert is NP. These 

mechanisms encompass four aspects, i.e., shaping discourse, activation/invoking norms, 

setting examples as power and persuasion. These mechanisms could act as an analytical tool 

to illuminate how the agreements could enable the EU´s NP and thus illustrate how EU can 

shape Ukraine’s view of ES. I will return to what these mechanisms later on in chapter two.20 

Furthermore, it is important to explain and clarify what I refer to when I write EU´s notions 

and norms concerning ES as these two words can be quite vague and broad. First, notions 

refer to elements which encompass EU´s definition of ES such as affordability, welfare, and 

sufficiency, while norms can refer to the EU´s core norms and preferred solutions, challenges, 

and threats which the EU frame in their policies. In order to illuminate how the two 

agreements could transfer these notions and norms, I need to know which they are. Thus I will 

utilise material from the EU such as their energy security strategy (ESS) and their definition 

                                                           
15 Ian Manner, “Normative power Europe: A Contradiction in Terms?”, Journal of Common Market Studies, 

Vol. 40 (2002:2), p. 235. 
16 Manner, (2002), p. 252. 
17 Ekaterina Savorskaya, “The concept of the European Union's normative power”, Baltic region, Vol 4. 

(2015:26), P. 67.   
18 Manner, (2002), p. 252.  
19 Ibid, (2002), p. 252. 
20 Under the title mechanism of normative power. 

javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','mdb~~buh%7C%7Cjdb~~buhjnh%7C%7Css~~JN%20%22Journal%20of%20Common%20Market%20Studies%22%7C%7Csl~~jh','');
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of ES as reference material. I will return with and more in-depth explanation of the EU´s core 

norms, their definition of ES and the ESS. 

1. 2. Aim 

The purpose of this paper is to analyse how the Memorandum of Understanding and the treaty 

establishing the Energy Community could be understood to facilitate the EU´s NP by 

analysing how they can reinforce/proliferate the EU´s norms and notions concerning ES, such 

as EU´s view of challenges, threats, and solutions, and thus shape Ukraine’s view of ES.  

In order to answer this the analysis will utilise an ideal type analysis, where the four 

mechanisms of NP conceptualise the analytical tool, combined with Fairclough’s critical 

discourse analysis (CDA). Furthermore, I will also utilise the nine core norms of the EU to 

illuminate the EU´s notions and norms in the discourse in the MoU and the TEC. However, as 

these core norms don’t always translate into ES I will also utilise the EU´s ESS and the 

European Commission’s definition of ES as reference material in order to illuminate how 

EU´s notions and norms of ES is framed and reinforced through the MoU and the TEC. I wish 

to highlight how these agreements can be understood to enable these four mechanisms of NP 

and how they potentially can be utilised by the EU to proliferate, shape and reinforce their 

notions and norms of ES. This can give insight into the EU´s potential influences in relation to 

how it can shape notions and norms through agreements with other neighbouring countries, 

such as Ukraine. 

1. 3. Research questions:  

- Can the Memorandum of Understanding and the treaty establishing the Energy 

Community be understood to enable the four mechanisms of NP, and if so, how can 

they be understood to enable the four NP mechanisms?  

- How is energy security conceptualised in the Memorandum of Understanding and the 

treaty establishing the Energy Community in relation to EU´s views of solutions, 

challenges, and threats? 

- How could the agreements enable the EU to exercise normative power and influence 

Ukraine’s notions of energy security? 

1. 4. Thesis outline 

Before proceeding, I will present an overview of the structure of the study. I will begin by 

dissuasion previous research within NPE in order to illustrate the study’s potential 

contribution. Then I will present the data that I will analyse. Afterwards, a discussion will 
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follow concerning EU´s defining of ES, as this is important to outline if we are to illuminate 

the EU´s notions and norms of ES. I will then conclude the first chapter (Introduction) by 

discussing limitations and clarifications of the study. In the second chapter (Methodology) I 

will describe the framework for the methodology by explaining critical discourse analysis 

(CDA) and how NPE has been operationalised. I will conclude the chapter by providing a 

summary of the analytical framework. Chapter three will contain the analysis which will be 

divided into two main parts, i.e. the MoU and the TEC. Each part will be structured after the 

four mechanisms of NP where I analyse how the agreements can be understood to enable each 

mechanism individually. Finally, in the four chapter (Conclusions), the study will be 

concluded and the research question will be answered. A final discussion will be given in the 

end describing some shortcomings and thoughts concerning the application and use of the 

analytical framework. 

 

1. 5. Previous research of NPE 

This section will present an overview of what previous research has explored in relation to 

NPE in order to demonstrate how this paper can contribute to the field of NPE.  

Previous research conserving NPE has explored a variety of different aspects and elements. 

Some have focused on the ability, or rather inability, of the EU to exert its NP. Thus, 

evaluating and analysing the ability of the EU as a NP such as Chiara Loda and Aram 

Terzyan. While other authors, like Anders Persson and Roxana Hincu, have tried to add 

dimensions to the framework of NPE. Thus widening our understanding of the concept in 

relation to subjects such as peacebuilding and disarmament. 

 

Loda and Terzyan examine the inability of the EU as a NP in relation to Armenia. Loda 

explores how Armenia joined the Russian lead Eurasian Customs Union instead of 

committing the EU´s Association Agreement, or AA, as a case to examine EU´s normative 

power. The article illuminates how the lack of protest in Armenia, after their withdrawal from 

the AA, is an indication of the EU´s incisiveness and lack the ability to promote their own 

values and attract Armenia. Thus, highlighting the limited NP of EU.21 Terzyan examined 

how the EU and Russia had been conceptualised within the Armenian discourse. Thus 

                                                           
21 Chiara Loda, “The European Union as a normative power: the case of Armenia”, East European Politics, Vol. 

33 (2017:2), p. 275. 
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illuminating how Armenia’s deviation from EU was framed and justified using CDA.22 These 

two articles evaluate the EU as a NP and try to highlight the underlying reason for the EU´s 

inability to diffuse its norms. While both authors examine the inability of the EU to exert its 

normative power, they don’t focus/explore the EU as a NP in relation to the field of ES. 

 

Two other prominent articles, by Anders Persson and Roxana Hincu, aims to widen the 

framework of NPE. Hincu focuses on why the EU´s policy of disarmament should be 

conceptualised into the framework of NPE.23 While Persson examines the ability of the EU to 

act as a normative power and diffuse its norms for peacebuilding by shaping discourse and 

setting examples in relation to the conflict between Israel and Palestine.24 While both these 

articles manage to highlight how disarmament and peacebuilding should be incorporated into 

the framework of NPE, neither examines this within the context of energy security nor 

highlights the EU´s potential influence from a critical perspective. Although, in the light of 

these two articles, my study might add another dimension, or understanding, for how ES 

could be conceptualised in relation to the framework of NPE. Thus, making a contribution to 

the framework of NPE.  

 

In the sense of examining the normative influence of the EU, or NPE, authors such as 

Médéric Martin-mazé, Kamala Valiyeva and Ueli Staeger, manage to critically explore the 

EU´s potential influence. Staeger examines the role of NPE in African and EU relations by 

examining how EU´s foreign policy has conceptualised knowledge which has led to an 

“unwarranted optimism about developing European norms in Africa.”25 Valiyeva critically 

examines the European Union’s Eastern Partnership initiate and evaluate whether the 

partnership can be understood as a reflection of EU interest, in the sense that it tries to weaken 

Russia’s power in the region, or as a partnership which aims to improve regional stability by 

promoting European values. Kamala argues that this ambivalent actorness of the EU, as 

shaping the region by both values and interests, constitutes an essential cause behind policy 

failure. The Eastern Partnership represents both a geopolitical tool for competing against 

                                                           
22 Aram Terzyan, “The EU vs. Russia in the foreign policy discourse of Armenia: the fragility of normative 

power or the power of Russian coercion?”, Eastern Journal of European Studies, Vol. 8 (2017:2), p. 185. 
23 Roxana Hincu, “EU’S POLICY OF DISARMAMENT AS PART OF ITS NORMATIVE POWER”, CES 

Working Papers, Vol 7, (2015:2A), p. 1ff. 
24 Anders Persson, “Shaping Discourse and Setting Examples: Normative Power Europe can Work in the Israeli-

Palestinian Conflict”, JCMS-JOURNAL OF COMMON MARKET STUDIES, Vol. 55, (2017:6), p. 1ff. 
25 Ueli Staeger, “Africa–EU Relations and Normative Power Europe: A Decolonial Pan-African Critique*”, 

Journal of Common Market Studies, Vol 54 (2016:4), p. 981.   

javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','mdb~~a9h%7C%7Cjdb~~a9hjnh%7C%7Css~~JN%20%22Eastern%20Journal%20of%20European%20Studies%22%7C%7Csl~~jh','');
javascript:__doLinkPostBack('','ss~~JN%20%22JCMS-JOURNAL%20OF%20COMMON%20MARKET%20STUDIES%22%7C%7Csl~~rl','');


Tomas Landström  Course code 733A27 

12 
 

Russia and a platform for democratisation and supporting partner countries. Kamala means 

that the EU needs to create a better balance between values proliferation and geopolitical 

interests by creating a more coherent “power projection” in the area.26 

 

 Martin-Mazé makes a similar contribution by examining the”transmission of EU’s integrated 

border management in Central Asia”.27 He introduces Pierre Bourdieu’s structural 

constructivism in order to overcome the ontological shortcomings of social constructivism 

which are inherent in the framework and thus also the analysis of NPE. Martin-Mazé means 

that by employing NP “EU power elites delegate the business […] to a Vienna-based 

international street corner society.”28  He argues that Bourdieu’s approach provides a more 

nuanced understanding of how NPE operates in practise, since it doesn’t blend the notions of 

interest together with values/norms. Consequently, this blending can render our understating 

of EU´s actions as something inherently good.29 I do not fully agree with this, since my 

understanding of what can constitute as normative might be more of a subjective nature and 

thus need to be understood as such. Although, Martin-Mazé article still highlight how the 

analysis of NPE can gain from being combined with a critical perspective, such as CDA.  

 

The previous research show how there are a variety of articles exploring different fields and 

aspects of NPE, with some having commonalities. Yet, less attention and focus has been 

given to the role of the EU as a normative power within the field of ES, which I aim to 

explore. Furthermore, most papers which explore NPE haven't used the framework of Tuomas 

Forsberg30 nor combined CDA with NPE. This combination can provide an alternative 

perspective which can enrich the contribution of the paper, as CDA can highlight how the 

EU´s norms and notions are reinforced and reproduced through the MoU and the TEC. This 

paper can provide further contributions to the field of NPE by highlighting how the EU can 

exercise NP in relation to agreements and cooperation’s by shaping their goals and aims in 

accordance with their norms and thus proliferate their notions and ideas. Therefore, enriching 

our understanding of the EU´s potential influence, by illuminating how the EU can 

conceptualise ES in relation to the agreements.  

                                                           
26 Kamala Valiyeva, “The EU’s Eastern Partnership: normative or geopolitical power projection?”, EASTERN 

JOURNAL OF EUROPEAN STUDIES, Vol 7, (2016:2) p. 27. 
27 Médéric Martin-Mazé, “Unpacking Interests in Normative Power Europe*”, Journal of Common Market 

Studies, Vol 53 (2015:6), p. 1285. 
28 Ibid, p. 1285  
29 Ibid, p. 1295-1296. 
30 I.e. the four mechanisms of normative power. 



Tomas Landström  Course code 733A27 

13 
 

1. 6. Data 

This paper draws on information from two agreements, deriving from the cooperation 

between the EU and Ukraine, i.e. the MoU and the TEC. Rather than only using the TEC I 

will use the 4th edition of the legal framework of the EC. This document combined the TEC 

with the directives and rules for the EC members and can thus provide more data. Although, I 

will still refer to this document as the TEC, as my main focus is still on the TEC. The 

additional directives and the rules are only meant to further exemplify how the TEC can act as 

a NP mechanism by illuminating how EU´s notions and norms concerning ES are reinforced. 

Furthermore, seeing how the MoU is constructed with the five pillars of the EU´s Energy 

Union as a reference point, I will use them to illuminate how the MoU reflects the EU´s 

notions and norms concerning ES. It’s also important to note how the ESS and the EU´s 

definition of ES will act as reference material to illuminate how EU notions and norms of ES 

are reinforced through the agreements.  

Bryman explains how these sources of data can provide a great deal of information and 

potential worth for social research, because of how they can give an insight into that state, or 

organisation. However, using these sources of data raises the question of credibility, since 

there is the issue that these sources might potentially be biased. Although, in this case, these 

biases are what make these sources interesting, as they can provide an insight into that 

organisations interest and values. Thus, one should not treat these sources as an objective 

depiction of reality, but instead as the subjective representation of that organisations, or states, 

worldviews and goals.31 The agreements between the EU and Ukraine is an interesting source 

of data, since they might reveal the EU´s notions and norms of ES. Furthermore, a positive 

aspect with using official documents is that it increases the external credibility of the paper, as 

the study can be replicated because the sources of that data are available for everyone.32 This 

can otherwise become difficult, since it is hard or “impossible to ‘freeze’ a social setting and 

the circumstances” of a study using observations or interviews as a source of data.33  

 

1. 7. Defining energy security 

It’s important to underline the absence of a universal definition of ES within academic 

literature, since it has been recognised that its meaning may vary from one country to another. 

Thus, one needs to adapt a more contextualised approach in the discussion in order to capture 

                                                           
31 Alan Bryman, Social research methods, 4. ed., (Oxford, 2012), p. 549f. 
32 Bryman, p. 390. 
33 Ibid, p. 390. 
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its different dimensions. This highlights how the concept of ES is something volatile and may 

change over time and space.34 In any case, there are some frequently quoted definitions of ES 

such as “availability of sufficient supplies at affordable price”,35 which was preceded by the 

European Commission’s definition of ES, i.e. an “uninterrupted physical availability on the 

market of energy products at a price which is affordable for all consumers”.36Additionally, 

this also includes “environmentally friendly energy”.37 These definitions encompass notions 

of the environment, ““availability,” “sufficiency,” “affordability,” “welfare,” “energy 

products” (or “supplies”), and “interruptions,””.38 However, these notions are open to a 

variety of interpretations depending on how they are contextualised. Thus, it is important to 

examine them in that context in order to understand how they are framed and what that could 

signify. Several scholars, such as “Muller-Kraenner (2008 ), Kruyt et al. ( 2009 ), and Chester 

( 2010 )”, discuss how the concept of ES differs from one country to another and stress the 

importance of the aspect of variability within ES.39 As mentioned, I will utilise the European 

Commission’s definition of ES as refers material to illuminate how their notions and norms a 

reproduced and reinforced through the agreements. This can give an insight into how the 

agreements enable the NP of EU as they could illuminate how the EU´s notions of ES are 

reinforced through the agreements and thus normalised.  

 

1. 8. Limitations and clarifications of the research  

Before presenting the methodology of the paper it is important to underline some limitations 

of the study.  

First, this paper findings will be limited to the scope of the data, i.e. the MoU and the TEC, as 

these are the primary focus of the analysis. Where I to try give a complete picture of how to 

understand the NP of the EU in relation to its influence on Ukraine I would need more data, as 

the MoU and the TEC only represent two agreements between the parties.40 Although they 

could still provide knowledge of how the EU could exert NP by utilising agreements as 

potential NP tools. However, the findings need to be understood as limited to the data, as not 

all aspects which could enable the EU to exercise its NP is included.  

                                                           
34 Cherp et al, p. 329. 
35 Ibid, P. 330 
36 Ibid, P. 330. 
37 Müller-Kraenner, p. xi.  
38 Cherp et al, P. 330. 
39 Ibid, et al, P. 330.  
40 Although, the TEC also includes other countries which follows its directives. 
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The generalising of the papers outcome will also be affected and limited by the EU´s view of 

Ukraine’s significance in relation to ES. This is partly because of ES subjective and volatile 

nature, as it can change depending on its context, time and space.41 Thus, the 

conceptualisation of ES and the normative character of the discourse might differ would I 

sample another source or replicate the study at another time, as the EU might view that 

country importance or role differently in relation to ES. Thus, the findings will (to a degree) 

be limited to the context of Ukraine, as the EU might have a different view of other countries 

significance in relation to ES. This is important to note considering how the MoU is bilateral 

agreement between Ukraine and the EU. Although, since the TEC covers several other 

countries it could act as a more general example of how to understand the normative character 

of EU´s conceptualises of ES in relation to which notions and norms are emphasised. And to 

calcify, when I refer to the normative character I mean the notions and norms that are 

proliferated and reinforced, such as the EU´s core norms or notions from their ESS and 

definition of ES.  

Another aspect which needs clarification is what I mean and can actually say about the 

influence of the EU with regards to its power, since the purpose addresses these aspects. With 

influence, in relation to power, I mean the EU´s potential ability to shape Ukraine’s notion of 

what passes for normal42 through the MoU and the TEC and thus influence Ukraine’s “values 

and rules of behavior”.43 Thus, I have some ontological assumption based on social 

constructivism which frame and guide my analysis. I assume that the nature of social life is 

socially constructed and that people’s perception about the world, in which they live and act, 

contribute to its reproduction and transformation.44 I do not clam to provide an all-

encompassing or definite answer on how to understand the EU´s power in regards to its 

potential influence, as this would take a lot more empirical and theoretical work. Therefore, as 

other means of influence, such as soft and hard power, are not included in the study the results 

are limited to scope of NPE. 

Additionally, there is also an inherent limitation in my methodology as CDA makes the 

theoretical difference amongst the non-discursive and discursive unclear. Thus, it can be hard 
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42 Manner, (2002), p. 252. 
43 Savorskaya, p. 67. 
44 Norman Fairclough, Critical Discourse Analysis: The Critical Study of Language, (Abingdon: Routledge, 

2013). p. 347. 
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to demonstrate the dialectical relationship between two aspects empirically, as there is no 

clear demarcation for its beginning and end. Thus, how can I demonstrate how the discursive 

practice in the agreements translate into the actions of Ukraine if I cannot illuminate where 

one begins and the other ends?45 Thus, without additional research examining Ukraine’s non-

discursive actions or practices concerning ES this cannot be known for sure. Although, this 

doesn’t mean that the agreements could still reinforce or reproduce a notion or norm which 

could influence the behavior of Ukraine, but it reveals a limitation of what conclusions we can 

draw from the study as to whether the result speaks of an actual instance of influence or the 

potential to influence. In this case it is the latter which fits the purpose of the paper, as I only 

examines how these agreements could enable the NP of the EU not if they actually do. Lastly, 

because of the interpretivist position of my qualitative research strategy my result can be 

affected by my own values, ideas and notions which would make the thesis hard to reproduce 

as another researcher might interpret the data differently. 

2 Methodology  

2. 1. A qualitative research strategy 

This paper follows a qualitative research strategy. Qualitative research is usually focused on 

words in the analysis and inquiry of data, rather than the quantification. As a strategy, Bryman 

explains, how it has characteristic of being “inductivist, constructionist, and interpretivist,” 

yet not always.46 The first characteristic is that it has an inductive understanding of the 

relationship between research and theory. Meaning that theory is generated by research. 

However, according to Silverman, this doesn’t necessarily need to be the case. Even though, 

qualitative research is usually regraded and applied in a manner where theory is an outcome 

of an analysis.47The second characteristic, constructionist, points to its ontological position. 

This means that the interaction between people generates the social properties, rather than 

“phenomena ‘out there’ and separate from those involved in its construction.”48  The third one 

points to the epistemological position described as interpretivist, implying that it focuses and 

gains knowledge by examining actor’s interpretation of the social world. This is in contrast to 

the quantitative method as it adopts a more “natural scientific model”, which stresses how 

                                                           
45 Marianne Winther Jørgensen and Louise Phillips, Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method, (London, 2002), 
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46 Bryman, p. 380. 
47 Ibid, p. 384. 
48 Ibid p. 380. 



Tomas Landström  Course code 733A27 

17 
 

there is an objective truth out there.49A qualitative research design is appropriate, as its 

ontological and epistemological position reflects that of the paper, as the paper is concerned 

with how the agreements can be understood to enable the NP mechanisms rather than a 

quantification of that EU´s NP in relation to if they are an NP. The focus on words, rather 

than quantification, fits the narrative of the paper, as part of the analysis explores how the ES 

is conceptualised through the agreements.  

 

2. 2. Discourse analysis as method and theory 

2. 2. 1. Introduction 

In this section, I will present the framework of discourse analysis. First, I will introduce an 

overview of discourse analyses after which I will discuss its theoretical basis which is social 

constructivism. Then I will introduce Fairclough’s CDA, which constitute the method for the 

paper.  

The concept of discourses is a fashionable term, which has many times been used 

indiscriminately, and sometimes without being defined. The concept has thus become 

somewhat ambiguous, either meaning almost anything or sometimes nothing, which may alter 

its meaning depending on the context, or being utilised to describe a precise phenomenon.50 

Marianne Winther Jørgensen and Louise Phillips define discourse as a “particular way of 

talking about and understanding the world (or an aspect of the world).”51 Furthermore, 

“Discourse can be succinctly defined as “an ensemble of ideas, concepts and categorisations 

through which meaning is given to social and physical phenomena, and which is produced 

and reproduced through an identifiable set of practices”52 This definition is useful in that it 

reveals discourse to be both a thing and an act”.53 Although, in this case, as in many others the 

concept of discourse highlights the general notion that language, such as speech and texts, are 

“structured according to different patterns that people’s utterances follow when they take part 

in different domains of social life,” two examples could be political discourse or medical 

discourse.54 DA could be explained as the study of these patterns55 and an approach to analyse 

                                                           
49 Bryman p. 380. 
50 Winther Jørgensen and Phillips, p. 1. 
51 Ibid, p. 2.  
52 Winther Jørgensen and Phillips, p. 1.  
53 Richard James Palmer, “Biofuels and the Politics of Land-Use Change: Tracing the Interactions of Discourse 
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language and different forms of communication, such as texts and talks or interviews.56 It is 

essential that DA should not exclusively be understood as an approach/method but also as a 

theory, since it has the theoretical basis of social constructivism.  

2.2.2 Social constructivism 

In this section, I will discuss social constructivism, as this is the ontological and theoretical 

basis for both CDA and NPE. Thus, it constitutes the ontological positioning for the paper as 

well.  

The ontological position of constructivism challenges that aspects, such as categories, culture 

and institutions are pre-given factors which actors have no role in shaping. Instead, these 

aspects are understood as products which are reinforced and shaped through social interaction 

and negotiation between actors. This also implies that social phenomena, such as 

organisations, are in a constant state of change, as actors frequently shape and reinforce the 

way we understand them. Thus, the meaning of social phenomena are dependent on social 

actors and their actions, as they shape and reinforce them. However, this only illuminates the 

volatile nature of reality, rather than imply that change might happen fast or overnight. This 

ontological position stands in contrast to objectivism, which understand phenomena as 

existing independent from social actors. 57 Thus, aspects such as organisations, culture and 

norms are not understood as an external reality that controls people’s actions, but instead, as 

products of social interaction between people, which are continuously being reconstructed and 

created. The focus is on the active role of actors in the social construction of reality. Bryman 

explains how social constructivism offers the researcher to examine how social reality is a 

product of social interaction among actors, instead of external aspects. Furthermore, social 

constructivism also implies that categorises which actor’s employ, consciously or un-

consciously, are also socially constructed. Thus, the meanings of the categories, such as ES, 

are not understood as cemented, but they are constructed by actors, such as the EU, through 

interaction. Hence, categories such as ES are view as social constructions, which meaning 

might vary depending both on space and time.58  

The concern of the role of language is usually shown in social constructivism, as it assumes 

that peoples understanding of the social world is constituted and constructed through it, such 

as how we frame or conceptualise different social phenomena and concepts. Depending on 
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how we conceptualise categories, such as ES, will affect how we understand them and thus 

influence how we relate and act in specific manners, as our understanding of that social 

phenomena disposes us to act accordingly. This propensity is particularly exhibited within 

discourse analysis.59 For example, if one were to frame external gas imports as a threat to 

independence, instead of a solution to a gas shortage, this might dispose actors to reduce gas 

imports and find other means or sources of energy. The representation of concepts and social 

phenomena is of particular interest for social constructivism, as it can illuminate how we 

understand the world and thus give in an idea of we might act.60 Hence, this perspective can 

give insight into how the EU might influence Ukraine through the MoU and the TEC in how 

ES is conceptualised. For example how issues or threats are framed or how different 

aspects/notions61 are emphasised as more or less important in relation to ES. This is the 

theoretical perspective I will utilise when I analyse the agreements. 

2.2.3 Norman Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis 

This paper will utilise Norman Fairclough’s approach critical discourse analysis. Fairclough 

approach belongs to a wider movement of CDA in which several other approaches are a part 

of. There are four common features which can be identified among the different approaches, 

including Fairclough. These four features are what makes it possible to categorise them as 

belonging to the same movement.62 These features reveal some of the underlying theoretical 

thoughts underlining CDA.  

1 “The character of social and cultural processes and structures is partly linguistic- 

discursive.”63 

Within CDA discursive practices are understood as contributing to the constitution of “the 

social world including social identities and social relations”.64 A discursive practice refers to 

the process of the production, distribution, and consumption of text.65 Social and cultural 

reproduction and change transpire partly, in everyday life, through the production and 

consumption of text. This means that some of the discursive practices are not of a “linguistic 

discursive character”.66 Hence, discursive practices are understood as a vital form of social 
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practice. CDA can illuminate the discursive linguistic dimensions of the process of change in 

relation to social and cultural phenomena.67 I will return to the subject of discursive practices 

later on in the text.  

 

2 Discourse has a dialectical relationship with different social dimensions.  

For a CDA perspective analyst understand discourse as a form social practice “which both 

constitutes the social world and is constituted by other practices”.68 Thus, discourse can be 

understood as being in a dialectical relationship with further social dimensions, since it is a 

form of social practice. This means that discourse also reflects the social dimensions and 

structures as it shapes and reshapes them. In practice, this implies that the discursive practices 

get influenced by other forces that are not merely discursive in nature/character. For example, 

Fairclough includes how societal forces, such as a political systems structures and its 

institutional structures affect the discursive practice. The CDAs idea of discourse 

distinguishes it from other DAs which have a more poststructuralist approach, such as Laclau 

and Mouffés discourse theory. Thus, discourse is both understood as a form of action 

“through which people can change the world” and a form of action “which is socially and 

historically situated and in a dialectical relationship with other aspects of the social world.”69 

The idea is to illuminate how structures influence and play a role in the shaping and reshaping 

of discursive practices. This is highlighted by Fairclough when he writes: 

 “the discursive constitution of society does not emanate from a free play of ideas in people’s 

heads but from a social practice which is firmly rooted in and oriented to real, material social 

structures.”70  

 

3 The social context is importance for the empirical analysis of language use.    

Fairclough mean that the relationship between social elements “varies between institutions 

and organisations, and according to time and place.”71 Hence, when the researcher is 

analysing discourse he or she needs to be aware of its volatile nature, as it is not fixed and 

might change depending on the time. The research should thus only be understood as a 
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product of that to the time and space it was conducted and in relation 

organisation/phenomena. 

 

4 CDA as Critical and discourse as ideological. 

 

CDA is described as critical as it aims to highlight and address “social ‘wrongs’”. 72 

According to Fairclough this can include “in a broad sense” “injustice, inequality, lack of 

freedom etc.”.73  This can be done by analysing the causes, source, resistance and 

“possibilities of overcoming them.”74Thus, CDA should not be understood as politically 

neutral, since it has a tendency to pick a side and encourage social change. 75 However, I do 

not aim to evaluate whether the potential NP of the EU is right or wrong, since I don’t 

evaluate whether it has a negative or positive impact. Although the critical elements of CDA 

can still be helpful, as the same elements also aim to highlight how discursive practices can 

contribute to the reinforcement and production of power relations. Unlike Laclau and Mouffe 

approach to DA, CDA does not deviate entirely from the Marxist tradition.76 This is 

illustrated by Fairclough when he writes how “discourse is ideological in so far as it 

contributes to sustaining particular relations of power and domination.”77 These relationships 

are many times of an unequal nature, such as those “between social classes, women and men, 

ethnic minorities and the majority.”78 The effects of the power relations are described and 

seen as ideological effects. Hence, CDA can be understood as critical in the sense that it can 

expose how discursive practices maintain the social world, by shaping and reshaping notions 

and values. This can help me to illuminate how the EU´s discursive practises change, 

establishes, and reinforce their norms in relation to the MoU and the TEC. Thus, CDA is 

about “the discursive practices which construct representations of the world, social subjects 

and social relations, including power relations, and the role that these discursive practices 

play in furthering the interests of particular social groups”.79  
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One of the main purposes of CDA is to examine the connections between “language use and 

social practice”. Fairclough explains how social practices mediate “the relationship between 

social structures at the most general and abstract level and particular, concrete social events; 

social fields, institutions and organisations are constituted as networks of social practices.”80 

Within CDA the emphasis is on the role of discursive practices in relation to the maintenance 

of the “social order and in social change”.81 All communicate events are understood to either 

reproduce or challenge the order of the discourse and can thus be understood as a form of 

social practice. “This means that communicative events shape, and are shaped by, the wider 

social practice through their relationship to the order of discourse. “82Basically, what we 

articulate both shapes and are shaped by our actions since they either reproduce or reinforce 

the social order. It is important to note how discourse contributes to the shaping of “systems 

of knowledge and meaning” and social relations and social identities.83 The researcher aims to 

analyse “specific instances of language use”, or analyse “the communicative event in relation 

to the order of discourse”.84 Thus, highlighting how the discourse either reinforce, produces or 

maintains a specific social order. For example how the agreements could reinforce/transfer the 

EU´s notions and norms of ES to Ukraine.  

CDA has a three-dimensional model which operates as an analytical framework for empirical 

research covering society and communication. Every use of language is a communicative 

event which consists of these three dimensions, i.e. text, discursive practice and social 

practice.85  

The first dimension, text, focuses on the “linguistic features of the text”, i.e., the analysis of 

the formal features such as “vocabulary, grammar, syntax and sentence coherence”.86 For 

example, what words have been chosen to describe or frame an object or subject. Fairclough 

means that “text” is to be understood in an “inclusive sense”, as it not only focuses on written 

text, but also verbal language use, such as lectures, “conversations and interviews”.87 

Furthermore, this also extends to other aspects such as the internet, television and visual 

images.88  
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The second dimension, discursive practice, refers to the processes of the consumption and 

production of texts. This means how the author of the text draws on previous discourses and 

genres, or notions, to reinforce or shape the order of the discourse/the text, and how the 

receiver also might apply available discourse and genres in the interpretation and 

consumption of that text. For example, a politician belongs to a politic genre which can utilise 

different discourses, such as welfare or neoliberal discourse, and genres, such as interview, 

news or advertising genres, i.e. a particular use of language which participates and constitutes 

part of a particular social practice. The receiver’s acquaintance with that politician as a 

political genre will shape their interpretation of that text in which they may also draw on other 

discourses and genres.89 Since the paper will draw on information from documents which 

originate from the EU-Ukraine Cooperation the paper hopes to illuminate how the EU draws 

on previous genres, discourses or notions in order to frame and thus shape Ukraine’s 

understanding of ES. This can provide an understanding of how Ukraine consumes the EU 

policies/discourse about Energy Security. It is important to note how the analysis of the first 

and the second dimension, i.e. text and discursive practice, can overlap since these two 

dimensions are connected.  

The third dimension, social practice, refers to how the analysis should focus on the “wider 

social practice to which the communicative event belongs”.90 The communicative event is 

closely linked to the organisation, or state, which is related to certain norms or traditions. 

Thus, these traditions and norms, of that organisation or state, or social practices shape the 

discursive practice of that organisation. One needs to remember how there is a dialectal 

relationship between the social practice and discursive practice.91  

These three dimensions will constitute the analytical framework for the CDA. However, it is 

important to note how the purpose of this paper is not to evaluate or sum up what the 

discourse in the agreements is about, but to analyse how these documents can be understood 

as NP mechanisms. The CDA will work in conjunction with this NP mechanism, as CDA can 

illuminate how the TEC and the MoU proliferate, reinforce and shape the notions and norms 

to reflect that of the EU. Hence I will not make an exhaustive summary about the discourse 
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itself, only examine how the agreements can be understood as a NP mechanism in relation to 

if/how they shape, proliferate and reinforce notions and norms of the EU´s ES.  

 

2. 3. Normative power Europe  

2. 3. 1. Overview 

In order to understand Manner´s concept of NPE it is worth examining its predecessors as 

they have laid the foundation for NP formation. Several concepts have been devised 

attempting to describe and identify the EU´s nature as an actor and its power. Back in the 

early 1970s François Duchêne made one of the first contributions to this discussion with the 

concept of Europe’s ‘civil power’. The concept of civil power highlighted how the EU was 

dedicated to utilise civil methods to exercise influence on states, instead of using military 

methods.92  

Manner builds upon Duchênes concept of civil power by introducing the concept of 

Normative Power Europe, or NPE. Manner meant that the EU was different from other forms 

of existing political systems since it is constructed on a normative foundation. This, in turn, 

predisposes it to act in line with those norms within the international system. Thus, the EU, 

according to Manner´s “has been, is and always will be a normative power in world 

politics”.93He explains how “normative power represents a valuable addition to our 

understanding of the EU’s civilian and military power in world politics.”94 Thus, with that 

said, the concept of NPE doesn’t exclude the importance or existence of other forms of power 

such as civilian or military, but rather builds or ads one more dimension which underlines the 

EU´s ideational basis.95  

 

Manner means that the EU has normative rather than instrumental interest, since it is not 

willing to do certain actions even though such actions could benefit the EU. This is, according 

to Manner´s, exemplified by the EU´s campaigning against capital punishment, or the death 

penalty, when the EU refused to extradite suspected terrorist for trial to the United States 

where they could be found guilty and face execution. Even though such an action could have 
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been beneficial for the EU. Furthermore, the EU have also demonstrated normative interest in 

relation to trade policies. Where the EU have promoted labour standards on human rights, 

even though such actions, of promoting norms, will be costly for the EU.96 However, this does 

not mean that the EU always acts according to these normative interest nor that the EU 

doesn’t use NP means to accomplish their interests. The EU have shown to give much weight 

to its economic interest, or instrumental interests, as its normative. Examples of this is in 

relation to more powerful economic actors such as China and Russia. Thus, the EU has 

normative interest and act sometimes accordingly, but not always. It’s important to note how 

material interest still can exist regardless of a normative foundation, or identity. Furthermore, 

these material interest can be nurtured in a normative manner making them an extension of 

that normative foundation or identity.97 This is important to note when examining the 

cooperation between the EU and Ukraine, since the EU´s normative and material interest 

might sometimes be intertwined. 

 

Nevertheless, in order not to fall into the trap of blending interest and norms, as discussed by 

Martin-Mazé, we need to specify what we mean when we say normative in order to clarify the 

concepts meaning and constitutes for EU´s neighboring countries. The concept of NPE isn’t 

without its critics and it has sparked much debate over its utility and application. Because of 

the word normative the concept of NPE has a strong progressive and positive connotation. 

This has made it prominent to be criticised as an approach which primarily reflects sympathy 

towards the EU and is thus not an instrument to be utilised within critical research. However, 

if we rather understand normative as something subjective and a reflection of an individual 

actor’s idea of how or what something should be it is much easier to understand the concepts 

analytical qualities and relies its critical properties. Only because a state has norms does not 

mean that they are either inherently good or bad. They only reflect the actor’s subject notions 

of what constitutes as such.98 Forsberg explains how the concept of normative power “is the 

ability to define what passes for normal”, not referring to the ability or” principle of right 

action”.99 Within NPE the concept of power could be understood as the ability to affect.100As 

stated by Forsberg “A broader understanding of norms does not start from the view that we 

need to approve of the prevailing norms or think that norms in general are always good. All 
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states support some kinds of norms, and those of the EU may not be any better.”101 A 

normative actor is thus not defined by whether we approve or disapprove of its norms and 

conduct, but rather if it successfully diffuses its norms and uses the normative mechanism to 

do so. Two different actors can be considered to be normative actors even if they have 

different norms. Thus, the normative character of an actor might alter depending on which 

actor you examine. So if we understand normative as something subjective and reflective of 

an actor’s ideas and worldviews. Not only can NPE give an insight into the character of the 

actor. But that character can give insight into how that actors wants to shape the world, since 

the character reflects its normative interests.102  

The NPE can be understood as an analytical framework which was initially, and still are, 

utilised to understand what kind of actor the EU is in relation to its growing collective role 

within the international system and highlight the EU policy progress. The framework of NPE 

is developed specifically to understand the EU, whereas most other approaches are aimed at 

understanding policy-making processes at a national level. Since the EU is not a traditional 

Westphalian state, the framework of NPE can offer a more suitable approach to exploring the 

EU as an actor. However, this is not to say that the EU, as an international actor, is unique in 

relation to being constructed on a normative basis. Although, as stated above, this normative 

basics predisposes it to act in a specific and normative manner.103 

Manner explained how one of the most overlooked, but yet most important aspects which 

shape the role of the EU internationally is what it is, rather than what it does.104 This 

corresponds to one of the mechanism of normative power which the EU can utilise, namely 

the power of example.105 The NPE has thus an ontological quality to it, asking questions of 

the nature of the EU and how it can be “conceptualized as a changer of norms in the 

international system.”106 This is further illustrated by Savorskaya which explain how NPE 

argues that EU´s power is located within its ability to change/shape the international 

community’s notion of norms.107 The concept of normative power can thus help us to 

understand the normative character of the EU as an actor within international politics in 

relation to what norms and notions it proliferates.   
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Burchfield write how the concept of NPE is also “meant to affirm the sui generis” or unique 

“character of the EU” in relation to it as an international actor and that more attention should 

thus be paid to the “elemental features of the EU´s identity”, instead of exclusively focusing 

on its conduct.108 However, this does not exclude the actions of the EU, as NPE also has a 

positivist quantity to it, i.e., “that the EU acts to change norms in the international system”.109 

NPE should not only be understood as a mere concept or theoretical lens, but also as an object 

of inquiry, i.e. the examination of EU´s “external actions and policies”.110 As Birchfield 

explains, the greatest challenges within NPE is to analyse “both the causal and constitutive 

effects of EU principles, actions, and impact in world politics”.111 The MoU and the TEC can 

provide an insight into this, even though limited, as the analysis could illuminate how the 

agreements could enable the NP of the EU and influence Ukraine notions and norms 

concerning ES.  

2. 3. 2 Operationalising NPE  

Manner explains how there are six factors from which the EU´s normative power originates, 

namely through contagion, Informational, procedural, transference, overt diffusion and 

cultural filters. First, contagion refers to the diffusion of norms through the un-intentional 

proliferation of ideas to other actors.112 In practice, this refers to the EU leading by “‘virtuous 

example’” which other actors replicate. Predominantly when creating regional integration.113 

One example of this is “to be found in Coombes’ discussion of how the EU leads by ‘virtuous 

example’ in exporting its experiment in regional integration […]. Such regional replication 

can clearly be seen in the attempts at integration currently taking place in Mercosur.”114 The 

second factor, Informational diffusion refers to the proliferation of new policy initiatives, 

declaratory communications, like initiatives, from the EU, which is the result of the strategic 

range of communications.115 Third factor, procedural diffusion refers to “the 

institutionalization of a relationship between the EU and a third party”, such as an”inter-

regional co-operation agreement, membership of an international organisation or enlargement 

of the EU itself.”116The fourth factor, transference, occur when an exchange of “goods, trade, 

aid or technical assistance” between the EU and a third party. This through “largely 

                                                           
108 Birchfield, p. 908f. 
109 Ibid, p. 908. 
110 Ibid, p. 909. 
111 Ibid, p. 909. 
112 Manner, (2002), p. 244 
113 Forsberg, p. 1185. 
114 Manner, (2002), p. 244. 
115 Ibid, p. 244. 
116 Ibid, p. 244. 



Tomas Landström  Course code 733A27 

28 
 

substantive or financial means.” Manner´s mean that such a transference can be the outcome 

of the “exportation of community norms and standards”.117 The Fifth factor is overt diffusion. 

This refers to the outcome of the physical presence, of the EU, within third parties, such as 

states and international organisations.118 The sixth and final factor, which influencing EU´s 

norm diffusion, is cultural filters. Cultural filters are founded on the interplay between “the 

construction of knowledge and the creation of social and political identity by the subject of 

norm diffusion.” Cultural filters affect the impact “of international norms and political 

learning in third states and organizations leading to learning, adaptation or rejection of 

norms.”119 

 

However, criticism has been voiced towards Ian Manner´s framework. Forsberg means that 

NPE literature has neglected the examination of the mechanism of normative power. Forsberg 

states that Manner´s six factors of norm diffusion, while to a degree helpful, remain 

unspecified, since Manner fails to elaborate on them in further detail. Therefore, this leaves 

the fundamental theoretical foundation for his framework of norm diffusion vague. For 

example, it is unspecified how overt diffusion can occur as an outcome of the EU´s physical 

presence. Forsberg write that “the fact that it is based on missions on site does not indicate 

whether it is a different mechanism, or only a more effective way to convey information and 

persuade third parties”120 Forsberg also explain how the factor of transference points to 

economic power rather than normative power, since it seems to be grounded on economic 

conditionality as a tool to reinforce norms. What also remains unspecified is how the factor of 

cultural filters and identity construction through knowledge work. This does not leave 

Manner´s six factors irrelevant, but they remain a poor analytical framework to illuminate 

how the agreements could enable the NP of EU. Additionally, it is probable to use Manner´s 

framework of NP as an insufficient, or “shorthanded”, explanation of what the EU is doing as 

influence because the concept of NPE tells us that EU is a NP. Hence, we run the risk of 

dogmatism, if not the context or the means of the normative ideal is defined.121 As Forsberg’s 

explain “The concept [of NPE] by itself explains nothing: we cannot explain the pursuit of 

normative ends by X by reference to X being a normative power if the former is part of the 
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definition of the latter.”122 In order to understand how the agreements can be understood to 

enable the EU´s NP, we need to identify the mechanisms which could facilitate that NP. 

Therefore, I have chosen to use Forsberg’s four mechanisms of NP, as they specify the 

distinct normative means through which how the EU can exercise its NP and thus illuminate 

how the agreements can be understood to enable the NP of the EU.123 So what are the 

mechanism of NP through which the EU can proliferate their norms? 

2. 3. 3. Mechanism of normative power 

Forsberg differentiates between four different mechanisms by which NP can be utilised as a 

tool of influence. These mechanisms include persuasion, activation of international norms, 

“setting an example for others to follow” and shaping the discourse.124 These mechanisms 

constitute a more clear analytically framework that Manner´s six factors. I will proceed by 

giving a more detail explanation of them below.  

 

Persuasion 

The mechanism of persuasion approximately corresponds to Manner´s second factor 

information diffusion. Manner points out that NP”in its most general form […] relies more on 

persuasion, argument and shaming than on illegitimate force to shape world politics”125 The 

mechanism of persuading others refers to abilities such as using articulate and powerful 

rhetoric’s, collective and personal attraction and the ability to capitalise on relevant 

knowledge. This can include aspects such as propaganda and manipulative moves, dis-

information campaigns and public diplomacy, “as well as the force of the better argument in 

an ‘ideal speech situation’”.126Since this paper uses agreements as data for the analysis where 

a consensus already have been meet between the two parties this mechanism can be 

understood as un-relevant, since persuading someone who has already committed themselves 

seems redundant. Although, as persuasion also refers to the ability to use articulate and 

powerful rhetoric’s, collective and personal attraction and the ability to capitalise on relevant 

knowledge it can still be relevant. AS form the perspective of social constructivism this can 

illuminate how the agreements reinforce their notions and norms by legitimising them.   
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Activating, or invoking, norms 

An additional mechanism, which can be associated with NP, is activating or invoking norms. 

This refers to the power of the “activation of commitments”. In practice, this means, “If I have 

promised you something, you have power when you activate my commitment. Or if I have 

accepted an authority, I will obey that authority even if she could not persuade me about the 

goodness of the orders.”127 Thus, any party can invoke these normative clauses of an 

agreement when necessary. For example, if another party is violating the agreement. This 

mechanism is close to Manner´s factor procedural diffusion, such as an”inter-regional co-

operation agreement, membership of an international organization or enlargement of the EU 

itself.” 128However, Forsberg explains how Manner´s centers more on how normative 

elements can be found in agreements rather how they can be understood as a mechanism of 

power.129Hence, Forsberg’s version is more suitable for the study’s purpose.  

 

Setting examples as power 

 This mechanism goes back to the idea that one of the most important factors of the EU is not 

what it does, but what it is. This points to how the EU has power through merely being an 

example for others to follow. Hence, shaping what constitutes as, or passes for normal, within 

the international community by standing for something. Basically, the EU spreads norms by 

example by being a model for others to follow. The mechanism of example corresponds to 

Manner´s factor contagion. This factor is important since it illustrates how the mechanism of 

setting examples operates. Contagion can be interpreted in different ways and thus give 

insight into how the power of example can be understood and utilised. For instance, 

Contagion both refers to the transfer of something through contact, but it can also refer to the 

process of emulation, or the process of imitating, or copying, the best practices of something 

or someone. Furthermore, it can also be understood as a process of socialisation or “group 

pressure”.130 Contagion can thus be understood as an influence through “structural 

(inter)dependence”.131 However, one of these interpretation doesn't exclude the other. They 

merely illustrate the multiple way/means of norm diffusion through the NP mechanism of 

example. Forsberg explains how regional integration appears to be an evident contestant for 
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the EU´s power of example. This is because of how both the ASEAN and the African Union 

have “structured their co-operation to come in line with the EU.”132   

 

Shaping the discourse 

The mechanism of shaping the discourse can be connected with Manner´s factor of cultural 

filters since it is founded on the interplay between actors in relation to knowledge and identity 

formation, or construction.133 The ability of shaping discourse is more of an indirect power 

mechanism, in contrast to persuasion, yet it should not be understood as inferior in any way. It 

refers to the ability to shape and reinforce ideas and worldview through language. Forsberg 

exemplifies this by illustrating how the EU has employed the power of discourse by shaping 

ideas of what constitute certain regions, such as “the idea of the Mediterranean region has, for 

example, forced Israel to adapt to a Mediterranean identity”.134 This last mechanism will be 

combined with CDA in the analysis, since they cover and focus on similar elements, such as 

the role of discourse in forming and reinforcing the ideas about the social world.135 This 

mechanism will constitute the majority of the analysis as the data consist out of texts, which 

will allow for a more in-depth analysis of how the discourse reinforces EU´s ES and examine 

the character of the discourse by illuminating the core norms. The purpose is thus not to 

evaluate what the discourse is about, but to analyses how the agreements can be understood as 

a NP tool by illuminating how the agreements can proliferate, shape and reinforce the EU´s 

notions and norms of ES. Thus, I will not make an exhaustive summary/evaluation of the 

discourse as a whole, as I only what to analyse if and how the agreements can enable the 

ability to shape discourse and how it can be understood as such.  

To conclude, this paper will utilise four mechanisms of NP which Forsberg’s outline, as this 

framework fits the purpose of the thesis and it is not as vague Manner´s six factors of NP. It is 

also easy to combine it with CDA because of how of its mechanisms emphasise the role of 

language such as the NP mechanism of shaping discourse. However, when I say how I 

disregard Manner six factors of NP I don’t mean his nine core norms, as these will still be 

utilised to illuminate the normative character of the discourse.   
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2. 3. 4. The core norms of the EU  

Even though Manner´s original paper, on NPE, focused on the norm of abolishing capital 

punishment, he did not restrict the concept of NPE only to encompass the promotion of 

human rights. Manner also included “peace and liberty, democracy, rule of law, […], social 

solidarity, anti-discrimination, sustainable development and good governance as constituting 

the normative basis of the EU.”136 The principle of liberty is also referred to as social 

freedom, as the principle of anti-discrimination is also referred to as inclusive equality.137 

Although, I will refer to the former as liberty and the latter as anti-discrimination. Manner 

explains how these principles can be found in the Treaty of Lisbon and the Charter of 

Fundamental Rights. The Lisbon Treaty constitute the EU´s NP in international relations, as it 

creates the framework for its normative basis.138 Manner identifies these nine principles to be 

the core norms of the EU. These core norms are important since they can shed light upon the 

character of EU´s NP by illuminating which and how these core norms are proliferated and 

reinforce in the MoU and the TEC.  

 

Peace 

The first core norm of the EU, i.e., peace, addresses the causes of conflicts or war. This 

encompasses not only making conflicts and war unthinkable but also ”materially 

impossible”.139 The EU´s approach to preventing conflicts and war has a more holistic 

character and emphasise the importance on “on development aid, trade, interregional 

cooperation, political dialogue and enlargement”140 The Lisbon treaty present three different 

ways to achieve the first objective, i.e. the promotion of peace. First, peace can be achieved, 

between Europeans states, through gained membership in the EU. Second, peace can be 

maintained by special relations with the Unions neighbouring countries by promoting close 

and peaceful relations based on cooperation. lastly, Third, external actions can promote peace 

and international security by “provisions on the Common Security and Defence Policy 

(CSDP) such as ‘joint disarmament operations, humanitarian and rescue tasks, military advice 
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and assistance tasks, conflict prevention and peace-keeping tasks, tasks of combat forces in 

crisis management, including peace-making and post-conflict stabilisation”141 

 

Liberty 

The second core norm is that of liberty. EU´s conception of liberty consists out of the need to 

ensure “that other normative principles are not compromised by unwarranted freedoms, such 

as anti-social behaviour, hate crimes, inflammatory speech or pornography.”142 This core 

norm is connected to the second objective of the Lisbon Treaty,143 which offer its citisens 

freedom. Although, the treaty also frame the extent to which the promotion of freedom goes 

beyond areas such as “freedom, security and justice”.144Thus, the range of the core norm is 

quite extensive. First, this also includes the promotion of freedoms of goods, capital, services, 

establishments and persons. Secondly, trade liberation agreements, with partner countries, 

promotes “freer trade and market access.”145 This includes and can come in the shape of: 

custom unions, association agreements, the European Economic Area, economic partnership 

agreements, cooperation and partnership agreements and stabilisation and association 

agreements.  Thirdly, “the Charter of fundamental rights and EU accession to the European 

Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms” promotes 

freedoms such as association and assembly, expression and freedom of thought.146 

 

Democracy 

The third core norm is democracy, or consensual democracy. This refers to the operation 

principle of the EU´s member states, which include aspects such as “proportional 

representation (PR) electoral systems, coalition governments and power-sharing among 

parties.” Manner explains how the EU has spread this principle, and thus its core norm of 

democracy, into Eastern and Central Europe “as part of the transition accession processes”. 

The Lisbon treaty indicates three different ways in which the core norm of democracy is to be 

promoted. First, democracy is to be promoted through the “the provisions on democratic 

principles set out in article 8,”147. This includes aspects such as “democratic equality, 
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representative and participatory democracy, and the role of national parliaments”.148 

Secondly, “through the solidarity clause, which the EU and its member states can invoke to 

protect democratic institutions from any terrorist attack (article 188r-a)”.149 Lastly and third, 

democracy can be promoted through accession and enlargement, but also development and 

neighbourhood policies.  

 

Human rights  

The, fourth, core norm of the EU is human rights, which includes both collective and 

individual human rights. These two are associative in how the underline the interdependence 

between individual rights and group rights. For example individual rights such as freedom of 

expression and group rights religion/belief. Manner explains how article 6 of the Lisbon 

treaty, which deals with fundamental rights, illuminate how the human rights development 

contributes to the EU´s external actions with three different aspects. The first aspect is the 

addition of human rights “as a general principle of the union’s law”.150 This is also 

highlighted by the Human right charter and the ECHR. The second is how the Charter both 

mirror and are mirrored in the promotion of human rights. Third aspect, it the extent to which 

human rights are promoted through external actions which reinforce interference. This can 

include actions of “trade and aid, humanitarian and migration issues”.151 

 

Rule of law 

The fifth core norm of the EU is the rule of law. Manner explains how this core norm is 

supranational in three different ways, i.e., communitarian international and cosmopolitan. The 

communitarian principle of the rule of law centre on the promotion of “pooling sovereignty” 

through supranational rule of law, or through the “acquis communautaire”.152In practise this 

could mean/include common rules which moderate the actions of two parties. The second 

principle, of international law, encourages the involvement of the EU in supranational law, 

which is above and beyond the EU. Third, the principle of cosmopolitan law progresses the 

involvement and development of the EU in “humanitarian law and rights applicable to 
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individuals.” 153 Manner highpoints how one element, of the general provisions of the EU´s 

external actions, from the Lisbon Treaty is to promote “multilateral solutions to common 

problems.”154 This is done especially through the “development of supranational rule of 

law.”155This is highlighted in the Lisbon treaty as it states how “[t]he Union shall seek to 

develop relations and build partnerships with third countries, and international, regional or 

global organisations which share the principles referred to in the first subparagraph. It shall 

promote multilateral solutions to common problems, in particular in the framework of the 

United Nations“. 156The element of promoting the rule of law is an essential part of the EU´s 

agreements in relation to other countries. The promotion of rule of law is part of the EU´s 

commitment to accomplish effective multilateralism, “involving ‘well functioning 

international institutions and a rule-based international order’”.157 

 

Anti-discrimination 

Anti-discrimination, or inclusive equality, is the sixth the core norm of the EU. Manner 

explains how this covers more “open-ended and uninhibited understanding” in relation to 

which groups are subjected to discrimination.158 This includes any discrimination based on 

“sex, race, colour, ethnic or social origin, genetic features, language, religion or belief, 

political or any other opinion, membership of a national minority, property, birth, disability, 

age or sexual orientation.”159 This core norm can be found in the third objective of the Lisbon 

Treaty. The promotion of this core norm has three dimensions, i.e. stressing the equality of 

citizens, member states and the identification the forms of discrimination to be beset by its 

policies. The first dimension of the treaty recognises how the equality of its citizens is a 

“fundamental democratic principle” and identifies the equality among member states as 

“fundamental principle of the union.” the second dimension, as mentioned above, recognises 

specific common types of discrimination to be targeted with a particular focus on specific 

groups. The third, and last, dimension highlights the importance of promoting “cultural 

diversity, gender and the rights of children and the elderly, and the integration of persons with 

disabilities.”160 
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Social solidarity 

The seventh core norm of the EU, i.e. social solidarity, can be understood as quite extensive, 

as it refers to aspects, or objectives, such as “‘balanced economic growth’, ‘social market 

economy’, ‘full employment’ and combating ‘social exclusion’, as well as promoting ‘social 

justice and protection’, intergenerational solidarity, and social solidarity among (and between) 

member states.”161 This core norm extends beyond the internal relations of the EU and shapes 

its trade and development policies. According to Manner, this is highlighted by how the EU is 

making a “contribution to ‘solidarity and mutual respect among peoples, free and fair trade, 

eradication of poverty’.”162 This is reinforced through the third objective in the Lisbon treaty, 

which includes the promotion of social solidarity through different treaty areas, such as 

“intergenerational solidarity, interstate solidarity and labourer solidarity”.163 The first area 

focuses on the role of the state and families in relation to providing social and financial 

support. Interstate solidarity refers to the mutual solidarity between member states, which is 

meant to promote social, economic and territorial cohesion. Manner also explains how this 

includes states responses to human-caused and natural disasters, well as terrorist attacks. The 

third financial area, labour solidarity, emphasises the promotion of “labour rights and 

protection, including core labour standards and fair trade,”164 

 

Sustainable development  

The core norm of sustainable development places focus on the “dual problem of balance and 

integration and is meant to deliver a balance between, for example, abandoned “economic 

growth and biocentric ecological crisis”.165 Thus, the norm promotes a balance between 

growth166and the protection and improvement of the environment. This involves an 

integration of the core norm into the actions/activities and policies of the EU through its 

enlargements, trade, development, environmental and also foreign policies. Manner explains 

how this is highlighted in the Lisbon treaty, by how the EU promotes the norm of sustainable 

development by “encouraging international environmental protection and the sustainable 
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management of global natural resources.”167 Not only does this include the promotion of a 

balance between economic growth and the environment, as mentioned above, but the 

promotion also extends to nurturing sustainable economic, environmental and social 

development of developing counties. 168’ 

 

Good governance 

The ninth core norm of the EU is good governance.  It stresses aspects such as the quality, 

social partnership, participation, representation, accountability and transparency in “‘the 

democratic life of the Union’”.169 The two elements of “strengthening of multilateral 

cooperation” and the “participation of civil society” have importance in relation to the 

external and internal consequences for EU actions.170The first elements emphasise the 

importance of promoting an international systems which is based on “multilateral 

cooperation” and “good global governance”.171 For example policies, treaties and institutions 

which facilitate multilateral cooperation can be accounted as such, which stresses aspects like 

social partnership, participation and representation, extend externally to other countries or 

actors. With the second element Manner means that civil society can encourage transparency, 

openness and also facilitate democratic participation, which in turn promotes good 

governance. In sum; the promotion of good governance can be achieved through the practices 

of “participatory democracy, openness and transparency; multilateralism; and good global 

governance” which includes the external and internal actions of the EU.172  

 

2.4. NPE as an ideal type 

It is important to note how I view and use the concept of NPE as an ideal type rather than an 

all-inclusive and true description of the EU´s power. In this paper, Forsberg’s four 

mechanisms of NP and will constitute the features of that ideal-type. 173 An ideal type should 

not be understood as true or false, but as in idealised description or a “one-sided” perspective, 

of a phenomenon which is either helpful or unhelpful as an analytical tool for examining that 
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phenomena.174 In this case, the ideal type will be used as a tool to illuminate how the MoU 

and the TEC can be understood to enable the mechanism of NP. Ideal types can help us to 

describe otherwise vague phenomena since they can provide concrete features, or 

characteristics, to which we can compare the phenomena too. These features, of the ideal-

type, can be more or less present in a given case.175   

 

The paper is going to examine how the MoU and the TEC can be understood to enable the 

four NP mechanisms and thus illuminate how they could enable the EU to exercise its NP to 

and influence Ukraine’s notions and norms of ES. In order to illuminate the EU´s notions and 

norms, I will utilise the nine core norms of EU which Ian Manner outlines as refers 

material.176 These can illuminate the character of the EU´s NP in relation to the discourse.177 I 

will return to the mechanism of NP and the core norms in chapter 4, as these needs a more 

explicit and long explanation. Although, since the core norms don’t directly translate into the 

EU´s notions and norms regarding ES I will also utilise the EU´s ESS and the European 

Commission’s definition of ES as reference material to illustrate how the EU reinforces and 

proliferates their norms and notion of ES through the MoU and the TEC.  This can provide 

insight into how to understand EU´s NP and potential influence in relation to the agreements 

and ES.178  

 

However, using ideal types to describe a phenomena poses challenges and limitations to the 

research. The provided knowledge is limited to the scope of the ideal-type and also to the 

context that it is utilised since the characteristics of the EU might vary depending on space 

and time. Hence, one must acknowledge that the EU might exhibit other characteristics if one 

were to examine another case. Furthermore, the findings needs to be understood as 

generalisations of the EU´s characteristics as an NP, since ideal types only describe common 

features or general tendencies of a particular phenomenon, rather than provide a definitive 

description. The ideal type does not illuminate other aspects outside its framework or main 

focus. Consequently, the framework of the ideal type will thus neglect other aspects which 

relates to power and influence.179 For example, other concepts might illuminate other aspects 
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of the EU´s potential influence by focusing on other aspects, such as soft and hard power. 

This illuminates some limitations of using ideal types in research.  

 

2.5. Approach: combing ideal type analysis with CDA 

Before beginning with the analysis, I will provide a summary/overview of the analytical 

approach to the study. The purpose of this paper is to analyse how the MoU and the TEC can 

be understood to enable the NP of the EU and thus enable them to influence and shape 

Ukraine’s notion of ES. Therefore, to answer this, I will utilise an ideal type combined with 

CDA. The Ideal type can illuminate how these two agreements can be understood to facilitate 

the four NP mechanism and thus enable the NP of the EU. While the CDA will allow me to 

illuminate how the NP mechanisms180can reinforce the EU´s notions and norms through the 

agreements by illuminating how they frame and emphasise certain aspects, values and 

solutions. In order to highlight EU´s notions and norms conserving ES I will utilise the core 

norms of the EU, the ESS and the EU definition of ES as referents material. Additionally, I 

will also similarly use the pillars of the Energy Union, as these where the reference point for 

the MoUs creation. The conjunction of CDA and NPE can be used to illuminate how EU´s 

notions and norms of ES is conceptualised and reinforced through the MoU and the TEC, as 

NPE can be understood as a way of both legitimising and encouraging internal and external 

actions. 181  

 

However, it is essential to be aware of the diverse perspectives “philosophical, theoretical and 

methodological differences” of CDA and NPE.182 Otherwise, the framework of the approach 

won’t be coherent and contradictions might occur. From the philosophical/theoretical 

perspective, this won’t be much of a problem, since NPE and CDA share the same ontological 

premises of social constructivism. Persson explains of how the notion of power within NPE is 

very much in line with social constructivism, as Manner argue how the greatest power of all is 

the ability to define what is perceived as normal in world politics.183 The key issue or focus is 

on socialisation, or “the adoption of norms”.184 Thus, to combine CDA with NPE does not 

pose much of a problem as they both share the same theoretical foundation. Furthermore, 
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concerning any methodological challenges, CDA becomes a logical extension of NPE, since 

one of the frameworks mechanism is the ability of shaping of discourse.185 Thus, the potential 

problem of any philosophical, theoretical and methodological differences are not of great 

concern. 

 

3 Analysis of the MoU and the TEC 

In this section I will present the analysis of the paper. The analysis will be divided into two 

parts, i.e. the MoU and the TEC. These two parts will be analysis separately and structured 

after Forsberg’s four mechanisms and where I examine how each agreement can be 

understood in relation to the mechanisms. I will begin by examining how the MoU can be 

understood to enable these four mechanisms then continue with the TEC. I will begin each 

part by examining the NP mechanism of discourse, where I apply the CDA to illuminate how 

the two agreements reinforce and proliferate the EU core norms and notions of ES. I will 

utilise the core norms of EU, the ESS and the EU commission’s definition of ES as reference 

material to identify and highlight how the EU´s notions of ES are conceptualised and 

reinforced, through the MoU and the TEC.  

 

3. 1. The MoU 

3. 1. 1. Shaping the discourse MoU 

I will structure the CDA analyses in accordance to the segments of the MoU i.e. ENERGY 

SECURITY, SOLIDARITY AND TRUST”  “INTEGRATION OF ENERGY MARKETS”, 

“ENHANCING ENERGY EFFICIENCY”, “DECARBONISATION OF THE ECONOMY” 

and “RESEARCH AND INNOVATION”.186 However, understanding that we need to 

examine the “wider social practice to which the communicative event belongs” and how the 

communicate event is closely linked to the organisation through its norms and traditions.187 

We need to incorporate the sourest of those norms, as they constitute the framework through 

which Ukraine’s energy market is to be reformed and shaped.188 Hence, the EU´s Energy 

Union and its five pillars will be added to the analysis, as they constitutes the reference point 
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for the creation of the MoU, which in turn guide the integration of Ukraine’s and the EU´s 

energy markets.189 Before analysing the MoUs segments, I will provide an overview of the 

EU´s Energy Union, as they constituted the reference material for the creation of the MoU 

and can provide an understanding of how the MoU has been shaped. 

 

The EU Energy Union  

The Energy Union describes its purpose as making “energy more secure, affordable and 

sustainable”. It means that it will facilitate “free flow of energy across border[s]” and also 

“secure [energy] supply[s] in every EU country, for every European.”190 The Energy Union 

continues by underlying its supports for “new technologies and renewed infrastructure”, 

which will lead to new jobs, cut bills for household, create “new jobs and skills, as companies 

expand exports and boost growth”.191 This is meant to lead to an environmentally friendly 

economy since it will strengthen sustainability and lower carbon emissions, which will put 

Europe “at the forefront of renewable energy production and the fight against global 

warming”.192 The Energy Union has the five pillar, or policy areas, which constitutes its 

strategy i.e. the first pillar being; “Security, solidarity and trust”, the second, “A fully-

integrated internal energy market”, the third “energy efficiency”, the fourth “Climate action – 

decarbonizing the economy” and lastly, the fifth Research, innovation and 

competitiveness”.193 I will incorporate these pillars in the analyses as they can illuminate how 

the EU conceptualise ES. Even though these pillars directly reflect the segments in the MoU, 

in relation to their similar names, their content can sometimes overlap. Thus some of the 

pillars might be visible in several places of the MoUs segments. 

 

Energy security, solidarity and trust 

The second segment194in the MoU can be understood to promote the core norms of social 

solidarity as it reinforces interstate solidarity195 between the two parties by promoting aims 

                                                           
189 European Commission, (e). (2018-02-27). 

190 European Commission, (c), Climate action - decarbonising the economy, 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/energy-union-and-climate/climate-action-decarbonising-

economy_en#background (2018-03-23). 
191 Ibid. (2018-03-23).  
192 Ibid, (2018-03-23). 
193 European Commission, (b), Energy union and climate, https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/energy-

union-and-climate_en (2018-03-27). 
194 I.e. ENERGY SECURITY, SOLIDARITY AND TRUST. 
195 Which refers to promoting social, economic and territorial cohesion between two, or more, states. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/energy-union-and-climate/climate-action-decarbonising-economy_en#background
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/energy-union-and-climate/climate-action-decarbonising-economy_en#background
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which are meant to “strengthen their mutual energy security in a spirit of solidarity and 

trust.”196This is illustrated by how notions such as “cooperation”, “interconnectivity”, 

“exchanging information”, “compatibility” and “collaboration” is framed as a key component 

in relation to four different aims. 197  

 

The first aim in the segment seeks to exchange information in relation to “new policy 

initiatives, scenarios and forecasts” regarding energy supply and consumption which are 

aimed at “harmonizing” the parties “modelling methodologies”. 198 This can be understood to 

reinforce the EU´s notions of ES, as the aim emphasises notions such as of availability, 

supplies, and sufficiency, which corresponds to the EU definition of ES. As harmonisation of 

the two parties modelling methodologies would facilitate a more sufficient supply and enable 

the availability of energy.  

 

The Second aim seeks “cooperation on joint initiatives” and on “”ways to diversify and 

enhance” the parties ES of supply, which includes protecting against cyber threats and 

infrastructure. 199 This corresponds to the EU´s ESS as it emphasises the role of cooperation in 

relation to “[d]iversifying external supplies and related infrastructure” as an essential part of 

ES.200This illuminates how the aim is shaped in the EU´s ESS image. Furthermore, by 

emphasising the importance ES of supplies and challenges of interruptions201 the MoU can be 

understood to reinforce EU´s notion of what conceptualise ES which corresponds to the EU´s 

ES.202Thus, by mirroring the ESS in how it frames its solutions, it reinforces the EU´s ES 

narrative.   

 

The Third aim pursues “improving interconnectivity” by removing barriers to facilitate cross-

border gas flows and non-discriminatory access to gas sources and facilities. 203 This aim 

reflects the second pillar of the Energy Union as it underlines the importance of not having 

                                                           
196 European Commission, (2016), p. 3. 
197 Ibid, p. 3. 
198 Ibid, p. 3. 
199 Ibid, p. 3 
200 European Commission, “COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN 

PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL, European Energy Security Strategy”, (Brussels, 2014), p 3. 
201 Such as protecting against cyber threats and infrastructure. 
202 Cherp, et al, P. 330. 
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any “technical or regulatory barriers” which hinders energy flows across the EU.204 This 

illuminates how the EU´s conceptualisation of ES is evident in the MoU as notions such as 

“availability” are reinforced through its aims since it underlines removing barriers to facilitate 

access to energy sources and facilities.205 Furthermore, by emphasising the removal of 

barriers to facilitate access both underlines notion of sufficiency which is an element of EU´s 

definition of ES.  

 

The fourth aim seeks to pursuit collaboration on the implementations, strengthening the 

coordination and compatibility between “Projects of Common Interest (PCIs) […] and 

Projects of Energy Community Interest (PECIs) or Projects of Mutual Interest (PMIs)” in 

order to “achieving full application of energy market rules on all interconnections based on 

EU legislation”.206 This aim proliferates the core norm of rule of law, as it calls for market 

rules based on EU legislation.207 Thus, the aim could be understood to reinforce the EU´s ES, 

as the ESS underlines how the security of supply can be ensured through various tools one of 

which is internal market legislation.208By applying the EU´s definition of ES this illuminates 

how the MoU reinforces the notion of availability in relation to energy, as the full application 

of energy market rules founded on EU legislation could enable energy access between the EU 

and Ukraine. Additionally, by emphasising the pursuit of further cooperation and 

collaboration the aim also reinforces the core norm of social solidarity, as these aspects are 

emphasised in that core norm. Thus, emphasising notions such as social solidarity and rule of 

law through the MoU reinforces the EU notions and norms of ES, as these are elements from 

EU´s core norms. 

 

As mentioned earlier this should come to no surprise considering how the MoU was created 

with the Energy Union as a reference point.209 This is illustrated when we compare the 

similarities of this segment, in the MoU, to the first pillar of the EU´s Energy Union, i.e. the 

pillar of Security, solidarity, and trust. The pillar underlines how the security of energy 

supplies is an integral part of the EU. It includes and frames threats to which the energy 

                                                           
204  European Commission, (a), A fully-integrated internal energy market, 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/energy-union-and-climate/fully-integrated-internal-energy-market_en 

(2018-03-27).   
205 Cherp, et al, P. 330. 
206 European Commission, (2016), p. 3 
207 Manner, (2008), p 51f 
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209 European Commission, (e), (2018-02-27). 
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supplies are exposed to as “disruption from countries from which the EU import fuel but also 

extreme weather events, industrial hazards and terrorism and hybrid threats.”210 The solution 

to these threats/challenges can be summarised as resilience through cooperation or unity.211 

The similarities between the EU´s Energy Unions first pillar and the second segment in the 

MoU illustrate how the MoU is created with the EU´s norms and notion as refers material 

which highlights how the agreements could proliferate the EU´s notions and norms to 

Ukraine, as it is meant, among other things, to guide the development of Ukraine’s energy 

market.   

 

Additionally, the core norms of sustainable development are also evident in this segment, of 

the MoU, as it aims to support “environmentally sound production of indigenous energy, 

including renewables, in a sustainable manner”.212These intentions/aim reflects the core norm 

as it empathises aspects such as environmental protection and sustainable management of 

resources.213 The aspect of environmental protection and sustainable management is mirrored 

in the ESS as they both underline the importance of this. Although, I will return to this later 

on in the “DECARBONISATION OF THE ECONOMY” section where I will discuss the 

promotion of the core norm suitable development.  

 

Integration of energy markets 

The third segment of the MoU mirrors the second pillar of the EU´s Energy Union,214 as they 

have similar goals, i.e. to establish a fully integrated energy market.215The third segment216in 

the MoU describes the aims which both sides “should cooperate closely” to achieve a full 

integration between the two parties’ energy markets. This segment can be understood to 

encourage interstate solidarity as it promotes social, economic and territorial cohesion by 

promoting a close cooperation in regards to integration.217Thus, the core norm of social 

solidarity is reinforced. This close cooperation encompasses a number of aspects, which 

illuminates how the MoU could be understood to reinforce EU´s notions of ES. The first 

                                                           
210 European Commission, (d), Imports and secure supplies, Diverse, affordable, and reliable energy, 

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/imports-and-secure-supplies (2018-03-27). 
211 European Commission, (d), (2018-03-27). 
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213 Manner, (2008), p. 53. 
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being “building the capacity and effectiveness” in relation to “all relevant institutions and 

stakeholders to implement reforms in the energy sector” by increasing exchanges between the 

EU and Ukraine in relation to regulation, competition and state aid policies.218 This aim 

encompasses notions which matches the European Commission’s definition of ES, such as 

availability and sufficiency. The notion of availability becomes evident by how the MoU 

emphasises an increasing exchange between the two parties, as this would enable the EU´s 

access to energy. The notion of sufficiency is illustrated by how the MoU frames the 

formation of effectiveness in relation to that increased exchange.219 

The second aspects which illumine how the MoU could be understood to reinforce EU´s 

notions of ES are how the close cooperation also includes the “adaptation of Ukrainian 

legislation to requirements and rules stemming from applicable EU law”.220 Furthermore, the 

MoU also calls for “[a] level playing field in terms of equivalent basic rules with respect to 

market access, infrastructure and market opening” as well as “facilitate electricity trade 

between the Sides”.221 This illuminates how the core norm of rule of law is proliferated within 

the MoU, as it seeks to build relations/a partnership with shared principles which is meant to 

enable the integration of EU´s and Ukraine’s energy markets. The core norm of rule of law is 

framed to improve the integration of the two energy markets, which in turn can be understood 

to enable the EU´s market access. Thus, this can be understood to strengthen the EU´s ES, as 

it would reinforce the EU´s availability in relation to market access.222 In addition, these rules 

also include “environmental and safety standards”,223 which are a prominent element in the 

ESS.224  

The third aspects, which illumine how the MoU could be understood to reinforce EU´s 

notions of ES, are how the close cooperation aims to protect and expand the opportunities for 

consumers, which includes both the protection of their rights and “fighting unfair commercial 

practices.”225 In particular this includes: 

 

“free choice of supplier of electricity and natural gas to all consumers; 

                                                           
218 European Commission, (2016), p. 5. 
219 Cherp, et al, P. 330. 
220 European Commission, (2016), p. 5. 
221 Ibid, p. 5. 
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− full electricity, natural gas and heat metering in a cost efficient manner; 

− highest standards for consumer information, handling of complaints and settlement of disputes 

which arise on the electricity and natural gas markets; 

− high quality and security of supply of electricity and natural gas; and 

− protection of vulnerable consumers.”226 

 

The MoU frames the consumers as the subject which needs protection. By applying the EU´s 

definition of ES, 227 we can illumine how the MoU reinforces the EU´s norms of ES, as 

notions such as the welfare of consumers are a prominent element in this segment and an 

element which is included and emphasised in the EU´s defining of ES.  

 

Enhancing energy efficiency 

The fourth segment in the MoU228 reflects the third pillar, of the EU´s Energy Union, i.e. 

Energy Efficiency.229 The segment aims at “reducing Ukraine’s energy intensity” by mutually 

supporting the “development of policies in energy efficiency” with the goal of “promoting 

energy efficiency in all spheres of energy consumption, transformation, transmission and 

distribution.”230This also includes a “good practice on implementing energy efficiency” in 

relation to “comprehensive metering and transparent billing for all residential, public 

buildings and industry.”231Once again the core norm of social solidarity is evident, as the 

segment encourages interstate solidarity by promoting mutually support between the parties 

which includes practices which could potentially promote social and economic cohesion.232 

The element of interstate solidarity becomes more evident in how the cooperation also 

includes “developing full utilisation of the possibilities to support energy efficiency 

investments provided for by EU-supported programmes such as the E5P Fund and other NIF-

funded projects.”233 Additionally, the parties also envisage to extend the cooperation to the 

following areas: 

 

                                                           
226 European Commission, (2016), p. 6. 
227 European Commission’s definition of ES, i.e. an “uninterrupted physical availability on the market of energy 

products at a price which is affordable for all consumers” (Cherp et al, P. 330.) 
228 I.e. enhancing energy efficiency.  
229 European Commission, (b), (2018-03-27). 
230 European Commission, (2016), p. 6. 
231 Ibid, p. 6. 
232 Manner, (2008), p. 53. 
233 European Commission, (2016), p. 6. 
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“- enhancing consumer’s energy efficiency by encouraging the use of energy-efficient products (full 

implementation of energy labelling and eco-design requirements); 

− improving the efficiency of transmission and distribution of natural gas, electricity and heat.”234 

 

This segment reinforces notions which are included in the EU´s definition of ES, such as 

sufficiency, availability and consumer’s welfare. The consumer’s welfare is evident in how 

they are framed as the subject which needs protection and consideration in relation to energy 

efficiency. While the notions of sufficiency and availability are evident by promoting energy 

efficiency in relation to energy transformation, transmission, and distribution. This illuminates 

how the discursive practices in the MoU reinforce EU´s notions of ES by framing energy 

efficiency to encompass these notions.  

 

Decarbonisation of the economy 

The fifth segment in the MoU mirrors the fourth pillar of the Energy Union, i.e. Climate 

action – decarbonising the economy, since they share the same main goal, such as 

decarbonising the economy. 235 This illuminates how the MoU is constructed with the Pillars 

as reference points. This segment aims to support the “development of and exchange on their 

[the EU´s and Ukraine’s] respective low greenhouse gas emission strategies.”236 As Ukraine is 

recognised as one of the most “carbon-intensive economies in the world” and that “the 

common objective is the low-carbon development of all sectors of economy”.237 

As illustrated by the segment above, environmental protection is emphasised. Thus, one can 

conclude that the core norm of suitable development is promoted. This is further illustrated by 

how the MoU frames that with regards to the full implementation of the Paris Agreement on 

Climate Change special consideration “should be given to the financing of climate change 

adaptation and greenhouse gas emission reduction programmes.”238By utilising the ESS this 

could be understood as an extension and reinforcement of the EU´s ES, as environmental 

protection is a recurring element in relation to different areas, such as how to moderate energy 

demands and the role of hydrocarbons and clean coal.239This could also be understood to 
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reinforce the EU´s ES as notions such as environmental friendly energy is an element in the 

EU definition of ES.240 

 

Research and innovation 

This segment is influenced by the fifth pillar241which is illustrated by their shared 

commonalities, such as how they both emphasise the importance of research and innovation. 

The MoU outlines how the sides should cooperate to promote Ukraine’s full participation in 

different programs which are related to energy research,242 such as “the activities of Horizon 

2020, of the Euratom Research and Training Programme (2014-18) complementing Horizon 

2020, of the Research Programme of the Research Fund for Coal and Steel (RFCS).”243 This 

cooperation “specifically” involves improving innovations in “the energy sector, in energy 

efficiency technologies, and in nuclear safety as well as on developing new renewable energy 

technologies.”244 The MoU also includes and underlines how “[c]ooperation on climate 

change mitigation should also be favoured”.245 This illustrates how the core norm of 

sustainable development is a key element in relation to the cooperation regarding innovation 

and research, as improvement/protection of the environment is emphasised.246 The research is 

framed to “enable the Sides to reinforce their already good cooperation, enabling closer 

integration of research programmes and a more effective sharing of resources and 

infrastructures.“247  

 

 By applying the EU´s definition of ES, we can illuminate how the continued cooperation on 

research can be understood as a way for the EU to ensure their energy supply. As the research 

is understood to strengthen the cooperation and enable/facilitate a more “effective sharing of 

resources and infrastructures.“248 Thus, the MoU reinforces research as a solution to ensuring 

of energy supply. This illuminates how the MoU work in conjunction with the EU´s definition 

of ES, as the MoU it emphasises notions such as availability and sufficiency of energy 

products. Furthermore, the MoUs framing of the importance of new technologies, innovation 

and research are also mirrored in the ESS, as the ESS explain how new technologies can 
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provide “efficient and cost-effective solutions to improve the efficiency” in relation to local 

heating systems, buildings, energy storage, and the optimisation of grid management.249 Thus, 

by framing new technologies, innovation and research as solutions to ensuring energy supply, 

or availability, the MoU reinforces EU´s notion of ES through language to Ukraine. 

 

Birchfield believes that when we analyse EU´s policy and influence, in relation to NPE, we 

also need to pose the question “why the EU is or is not acting’”.250  In this case, we should 

pose the question of why the EU would like to reinforce these notions through the MoU to 

Ukraine. By examining the EU´s ESS we can get an understanding of why the EU would do 

this and what Ukraine represents.  

 

The EU´s ESS states that in order to improve the Unions “preparedness” in relation to 

possible energy disruptions, particular attention is needed to vulnerable areas which are 

dependent on one single gas supplier, this single supplier being Russia.251 This refers 

especially to regions in the Baltic and Eastern Europe and is later on related to current events 

in Ukraine and their energy disruption.252 The ESS underlines how currently six Member 

States are dependent on Russia as an external supplier for their “entire gas imports and three 

of them use natural gas for more than a quarter of their total energy needs.” The EU highlights 

the severity of the situation by highlight how Russia accounted for 39% of the EU gas import, 

with the largest among, in relation to volume, was exported to Italy and Germany.253The 

“Energy import dependency relates to crude oil (almost 90%), to natural gas (66%), and to a 

lesser extent to solid fuels (42%) as well as nuclear fuel (40%).”254 Furthermore “EU energy 

security has also to be seen in the context of growing energy demand worldwide, which is 

expected to increase by 27% by 2030, with important changes to energy supply and trade 

flows.”255 The ESS considers that this concerns all Member States, even though some are 

more vulnerable than others. The ESS emphasises how the disruption of energy supplies 

represents a threat to the eastern Member States, as they are especially dependent on one 

single supplier. In order to reduce this threat, or challenge, the ESS calls for a “hard-headed 
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strategy for energy security”.256In the short term, this includes the endorsement of resilience 

against the disruption of energy supplies and, in the long term, reduce dependency on 

particular fuels, suppliers and routs.257 This means to enhance the “storage capacity […], to 

develop reverse flows […] to developing security of supply plans at regional level and to 

exploiting more the potential of Liquefied Natural Gas.”258 The ESS exemplifies Ukraine’s 

cooperation through the MoU as a successful case of enhancing the EU´s security of supplies, 

since Ukraine to have the ability to provide this storage capacity and thus develop the reverse 

flows of energy.259 This illuminates a potential reason/motive for the EU to act, as the 

continued and improved cooperation with Ukraine represent a stronger security of supplies 

and thus an improved ES for the EU. Ukraine can be understood alternative to strengthen ES 

and a step away from Russia. This is further illustrated by how the ESS explains how new 

technologies, innovation and research are to “reduce primary energy demand, diversify and 

consolidate supply options” both indigenous and external and to “optimise energy network 

infrastructure to fully benefit from this diversification.”260Thus, by making Ukraine adopt 

these notions they could make them reduce their energy demands and consolidate their supply 

options and make them less dependent on Russia and cooperate more closely with the EU.   

 

The MoU as a mechanism of NPE to shape discourse 

If we are to understand this NP mechanism as the ability to shape and reinforce ideas through 

language. Then the MoU could be understood as an example which fits this description as it 

proliferates the EU´s ideas and norms through the MoU to Ukraine concerning ES.  

This is illustrated by how issues and solutions are framed to mirror the EU´s in how research 

and in innovation are framed as to reinforce the security of supply. Additionally, from an 

overview of the MoU it becomes quite clear how it has been written with the Energy Unions 

five pillars as a reference point, as the MoU share similar headlines containing similar goals. 

For example, the second segment of the MoU is named “ENERGY SECURITY, 

SOLIDARITY AND TRUST” 261 while the first pillar of the Energy Union is named 

“Security, solidarity and trust”.262 The extent of this is further illustrated by how the MoU 

proliferates the EU´s notions and norms of ES through the different segments. Not only are 
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they a reflection of the EU´s, with regards to their names, but the MoUs segments are also a 

reflection EU´s notions and norms about ES. For example, in how they frame and connected 

different aspects, such as how establishing a fully integrated energy market could reinforce 

availability of market access and also reinforces the EU´s notions of protection the consumers 

thus, strengthening the EU´s ES. The MoUs ability to shape and reinforce ideas through 

language is also illustrated by how it manages to proliferate and reinforce the EU´s core 

norms of social solidarity, rule of law and suitable development. To summarise, the discourse 

in the MoU could be said to be centred on different means to establish ES. For example, these 

means include the establishing an internal market with regulation. These means mirrors the 

EU´s in how they are framed and how notions is included and emphasised in the 

conceptualisation of ES, such as availability, environmental protection, and consumer’s 

welfare. Thus, by connecting these means to these notions, the MoU could be understood as 

an NP mechanism since it shapes Ukraine’s notions of how to obtain ES through these means. 

3. 1. 2. Activating, or invoking, norms 

Since the mechanism of activation or invoking norms are related to Manner´s factor 

procedural diffusion, which includes “inter-regional co-operation agreement[s], membership 

of an international organisation or enlargement of the EU itself.”263Most of the agreements 

which more or less establishes the commitment of Ukraine to the EU can partly be understood 

as a mechanism of activation or invoking norms. Although, as the mechanism of 

activating/invoking norms rather focuses on the mechanism of power, or the ability of one 

party to invoke/activate a commitment, we need to examine the aptitude of that ability. 

Because of how the MoU is not a legally binding agreement its power should to an extent be 

considered limited, as Ukraine is not legally obligated to adhere to it.264 Although, on the 

other hand, it might still be in Ukraine’s interest to adhere to the MoU, as they might lose 

face/legitimacy in the eyes of other international actors if they were to go back on their word. 

Thus, the EU´s ability and the potency of the MoU as an NP mechanism of 

invoking/activating norms should not be omitted. The MoU is interesting as a normative 

mechanism since its power is not founded or facilitated by law, but rather the promise or word 

and trust between the two parties. The EU could still use the MoU to invoke/activate their 

commitment/promise, as it could be consisted to be in Ukraine’s interest to do so. Even 
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though, the MoU potency should be understood a limited to an extent because of how it’s not 

legally binding.   

 

Although, the MoU also include other means through which the EU could invoke or activate 

the commitment of Ukraine. The progress which is made under the MoU is reported in an 

annual work plan. The annual work plan could enable the NP mechanism of activating and 

invoking norms as it could illuminate any shortcomings or failures of the parties to achieve or 

commit to the MoU. Considering how the MoUs goal and aim mostly mirror that of the EU. 

This progress report could be understood to one-sided, as it is Ukraine which strives to adopt 

the EU´s norms and rules and not the other way around. The work plan can reinforce the 

commitment of any parties by reporting on their progress. For example, the annual work plan 

of 2017 covers the implementation of point seven in the MoU, namely implementation and 

reporting, which “envisages reinforcing cooperation in all energy areas and foresees that the 

sides agree annually on priorities for cooperation in the form of an annual work plan.”265 The 

work plan can be understood as a mechanism which reinforces the NP of activation and 

invoking norms, as it enables the EU to invoke the commitment of Ukraine by illuminating 

either their achievements or shortcomings. Thus, the MoU could be understood to enable this 

NP mechanism, albeit limited.  

 

3. 1. 3. Setting examples as power 

If we are to understand that the power of example is tied to the element of Contagion, which 

refers to the process of transferring something through contact,266then we could understand 

the MoU as a conduit for that transference, since the MoU facilitate the proliferation of EU´s 

core norms and its notions of ES. Which is illustrated in the CDA section above. Thus, the 

MoU can be understood as a NP mechanism of example, as it presents the EU with the means 

to proliferate their norms through the process of transference or contact.  

 

Furthermore, the element of contagion can also refer to influence through structural 

(inter)dependence, i.e. to foster/create a mutual reliance between actors.267Hence, if we 

consider how the integration of the two energy markets is constructed with the Energy Unions 

five pillars as a reference point, the MoU can be understood to shape Ukraine’s energy 
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priorities after the EU´s, as illustrated in the discourse section above. 268Thus, the MoU could 

be understood to foster a structural (inter)dependence between the two parties by harmonising 

their energy markets, as it reshapes Ukraine’s market to reflect the EU´s which brings them 

closer together. Additionally, if we are to understand regional integration as an evident 

contestant for the EU´s power of example,269then the MoU should be understood as an NP 

mechanism of example, as it enables that integration by bringing the two parties closer 

together through creating common principles and norms.  

 

However, if we are to understand that the power of example also includes/involves shaping 

what constitutes as or passes for normal by simply standing for something or being a models 

for others to follow. Then we need to acknowledge how this NP mechanism is dependent on 

the other parties’ perception of the EU as a model. Consequently, it would not matter what the 

EU stands for if the other parties don’t value the EU´s as e example. A similar critic has been 

voice by Ha Hai Hoang who believe that “the EU’s external partners should recognise it as a 

holder of norms and values, appreciate its role as a norm-diffuser and perceive the 

attractiveness of its norms” if we are to understand the EU as a NP. 270 Thus, a positive 

perception of the EU from the receiving parties are essential for the power of example to 

function in such a manner.  

 

3. 1. 4. Persuasion 

This mechanism can be understood as redundant, as the agreements signal a consensus and 

commitment between the two parties. Although, since this mechanism also refers to the ability 

to utilise articulate and powerful rhetoric’s, collective and personal attraction and to capitalise 

on relevant knowledge the MoU could be understood to enable this mechanism. This is 

illustrated by how the MoU capitalise on the nuclear accident in Fukushima when it frames 

the importance of a continued cooperation within the filed “of nuclear safety as well as 

radioactive waste” where Ukraine is encouraged to implement EU legislation to ensure “the 

highest level of nuclear safety”.271The MoU explain how the cooperation includes “ensure 

that Ukraine is addressing environmental concerns in the energy sector” and increase 
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”transparency on nuclear safety and on radioactive waste”.272 Thus, by capitalising on the 

accident of Fukushima the implementation of nuclear safety is legitimised. This reinforces the 

core norm of sustainable development, as it emphasises environmental protection. 

Furthermore, the MoU could also be understood to utilise articulate and powerful rhetoric’s 

concerning collective attraction, as a recurring theme, throughout the MoU, is how 

cooperation is to be beneficial for Ukraine. This is exemplified in the introduction by the how 

aching the primary goal of the MoU is in the best interest of both parties.  

 

“The goal remains the full integration of energy markets of the EU and Ukraine for the benefit 

of consumers and with a view to strengthening mutual energy security and environmental 

sustainability. It is therefore in the interest of the EU and Ukraine (hereinafter "the Sides") to 

intensify cooperation in the energy field and to reform energy sectors, in particular in the 

areas outlined below.”273This goal mirrors the EU definition of ES, as notions such as 

consumers, market access/ availability of energy supply are emphasised.274 Thus, the MoU 

thus facilitate be understood to facilitate the mechanism of persuasion, as it uses articulate 

collective rhetoric’s, and capitalise on relevant knowledge to frame and reinforce the EU´s 

notions of ES. However, the MoU doesn’t use this NP mechanism often. 

 

3. 2. The TEC 

3. 2. 1. Shaping discourse TEC 

As the ECs main goal is to extend EU´s energy market principles and rules we can assume 

that the TEC can function as a NP tool for the EU to promote its norms and shape Ukraine’s 

notions of ES.275However, I order to highlight this we need to examine how and which of the 

EU´s notions of ES are made manifest in the TEC (and which) of the EU´s core norms it 

promotes. Thus, I will examine the how the aims, principles, and directives in the TEC reflect 

and reinforce these notions. To highlight this, I will utilise the EU´s ESS and definition of ES 

as referents material and the Manner´s explanation of EU´s nine core norms. Because of how 

many of the different aspects are intertwined in the TEC (such as environmental protection, 

energy efficacy, and energy market establishment) it’s hard to separate them and make 

cohesive examination without any reiterations. However, to get some order I have structured 
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the CDA into two parts named after the most dominant feature named Creating an integrated 

energy market markets, security of supply, rules and solidarity and A Sustainable 

development, reinforcing environmental change, energy efficiency, and technological 

innovation. 

Creating an integrated energy market markets, security of supply, rules and solidarity. 

The TEC emphasises how the parties are resolved to create an integrated market, which is 

based on “common interest and solidarity”.276 This market is explained to involve, in a later 

stage, “other energy products and carries” including “liquefied natural gas, petrol, hydrogen, 

or other essential network infrastructures”.277 Thus, the TEC accentuates the need and 

determination of creating a market framework which aims to attracts investments within “gas 

networks, power generation and transmission networks”. 278 This is so all members have 

access to a “stable and continues gas and electricity supply”.279 The market framework is 

framed as the solution to energy interruptions and is meant to enable the access, or 

availability, to energy products, or supplies. The TEC continues by stating how this is 

“essential for economic development and social stability”.280 The linguistic features of the 

TEC illuminate how the market framework is legitimised by how it is framed as enabling 

“stable and continues” of energy supply, and how this is vital for “economic development and 

social stability”.281Thus, the TEC draws on other elements, such as economic development 

and social stability, in order to conceptualise and legitimise what the market framework 

constitutes.282 By applying the EU´s definition of ES we can illuminate how this could 

reinforce the EU´s notions of ES, as the creation of an integrated energy market is framed to 

enable availability, to energy products, or supplies, which could improve EU´s 

““uninterrupted physical availability on the market of energy products”.283This is illustrated 

by how the TEC frames the market frameworks as enabling a stable and continues supply of 

energy.  
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In relation to establishing an integrated energy market, the TEC also encourages a legally 

binding agreement. This agreement is framed to strengthen relations between the western 

Balkans and the EU further284 and includes specific rules which are meant to reduce stress 

from gas and electricity shortages by regulating their trade.285 Additionally, these rules are 

intended to constitute a “stable regulatory framework” for a single regulatory space, which is 

necessary in order to “enhance the security of supply”.286The TEC also calls for the need to 

put a “broad ranging and integrated market regulatory structure” in use to achieve their aim of 

market integration.287 This highlight how the TEC reinforces and proliferates the EU´s notions 

of what constitutes as ES. As the notion of how rules and structures/framework enable the 

security of supply is reflected and a recurring theme in the ESS. This is highlighted by how 

the ESS explains how “European rules” ensure the security of supply as it prevents gas supply 

disruptions by providing a framework which “create trust and ensures solidarity as it 

guarantees that Member States act on their national responsibilities and collectively enhance 

security of supply.”288Considering how the ESS outlines how there are synergies in “further 

cooperation across border[s]” to ensuring energy supply and the importance of developing 

security of supply plans ”through a regulatory framework”.289We could interpret the TEC 

facilitates and reinforce the EU notions of ES, as the TEC share and proliferate the EU´s 

notion of the relationship and importance of how rules and structures/framework enable the 

security of supply. This is further illustrated when we apply the EU´s definition of ES, as the 

rules outlined in the TEC are meant to reinforce the availability of energy supplies and 

provide safety against energy interruptions. This also illuminates a part of the normative 

character of the discourse in the TEC, as the core norm of rule of law is displayed by how the 

TEC promotes and frames rules and legally binding agreement as answers to energy 

challenges.290 This is further illustrated in “CHAPTER III – EXTERNAL ENERGY 

POLICY” under article 43 in which the TEC underline how the EC may take necessary 

measures for the “regulation of imports and exports” of energy to ensure an “equivalent 

access to and from third countries markets […] to ensure the safe operations of the 

international energy market”.291 Once again, the framing promotes regulations as a solution, 
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or insurance, of energy access, as this would diversify the market access. By applying the 

EU´s definition of ES we this would imply a reinforcement of notions such as availability of 

energy supplies and thus the security of supply. Article 43 also includes how this is in respect 

of “basic environmental standards.” Thus, article 43 (and thus the TEC) punches for the other 

aspects to be included in the conceptualisation of ES such as environmental protection. 

Hence, the framing also contains elements which can be connected to the core norm of 

suitable development, since environmental aspects are emphasised.292 I will continue to 

examine how this normative character is further reinforced below.  

 

A Sustainable development, reinforcing environmental change, energy efficiency and 

technological innovation. 

The normative character of the TEC can be understood to be mirror and reinforce the core 

norm of suitable development. This is illustrated by how the TEC/EC take inspiration from 

the EU by “adapting and implementing” the Directive 2011/92/EU293of the European 

Parliament and council to amend the TEC. The directive outlines principles and actions in 

relation to the “assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 

environment”.294 For example, the directive state how “General principles for the assessment 

of environmental effects should be laid down with a view to supplementing and coordinating 

development consent procedures governing public and private projects likely to have a major 

effect on the environment.”295 And also “The effects of a project on the environment should 

be assessed in order to take account of concerns […] to contribute by means of a better 

environment to the quality of life, to ensure maintenance of the diversity of species and to 

maintain the reproductive capacity of the ecosystem as a basic resource for life.”296Thus, the 

EU´s core norm of sustainable development is implemented and reinforced within the TEC, as 

it promotes a balance between development and environmental protection.297 The TECs 

directives intentions are also mirrored in the ESS, as it promotes “Strategic Impact 

Assessments” by “national administrative procedures for hydrocarbon projects” concerning 
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“[s]treamlining environmental assessment procedures.”298 The ESS also outlines how 

environmental stability can be achieved through environmental legislation and guidance.299 

Thus, the TEC reinforces EU´s notions of what constitutes as ES, by framing how the effect 

and impact of energy development need to be assessed to secure the environmental protection 

since the environment is a part of the EU´s ES.  

 

The core norm of sustainable development is also visible in the TEC, as it promotes a balance 

the development and the environment300by “improving the environmental situation in relation 

to gas and electricity, related energy efficiency and renewable energy sources.”301This is 

further illustrated the operating principles of the TEC by how improving the environment is 

meant to set the conditions for energy trade in relation to “Network Energy and related energy 

efficiency, foster the use of renewable energy”.302 Thus, the principle emphasise a balance 

between economic growth and environmental protection by setting the conditions for trade. 

Hence, the TEC is promoting the core norm of suitable development.303 

 

Furthermore, the promotion of this core norm can also be found in the 2009/28/EC directive, 

in the TEC, which concerns the promotion of renewable energy sources.304 The directive 

states how the “control of European energy consumption” and “increased use of energy from 

renewable sources” combined “with energy savings and increased energy efficiency” 

constitutes essential aspects of lowering greenhouse gases.305 This illuminate how the 

environment is the subject which needs protection. The lowering of greenhouse gases and 

energy efficiency is connected to the role of “increasing technological improvements”, which 

is framed as a solution to the environmental issues. 306 By making this connection, the 

development of technology becomes a part of what conceptualises ES, as the environment is 

framed as the subject that needs protection. 

 

This illuminates how the TEC promotes and reinforces the EU´s notions of ES in two ways. 
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First, the TEC mirrors the EU´s ESS in how they both promote renewable technologies and 

energy sources as a tool for protecting the environment and improve energy efficiency.  

This is illustrated by how the ESS states how there “is a significant cost-effective potential for 

renewable electricity and renewable heating to further reduce natural gas use in a number of 

sectors by the end of this decade” and how “technologies can deliver efficient and cost-

effective solutions to improve the efficiency […]”.307Second, by applying the EU´s definition 

of ES we can illuminate how the TEC promotes the EU´s ES by how it emphasises 

environmental friendly solutions to energy and promotes energy efficiency, since these 

aspects mirrors notions which constitutes the EU´s definition of ES, such as environmental 

friendly energy and sufficiency.308   

 

Furthermore, the TEC also connects environmental protection to other aspects, such as energy 

efficiency, import dependency, opportunities regarding developing regional and local 

employment and export prospects.309 The TEC states how the reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions and energy import dependency is reliant on “the development of energy from 

renewable” which in turn needs to be “closely linked to increased energy efficiency”.310  

The TEC frames renewable energy and its efficiency as a solution to becoming more energy 

independent and environmentally friendly. This mirrors the ESS were measures, such as 

“exploiting renewable […] energy of sources” will enable the transition to a low-carbon 

economy which will “strengthen Europe's resilience and reduce its energy import 

dependency” and thus their ES.311 An interesting observation is how the ESS underline the 

importance of cooperation with its “neighbours and partners within the Energy Community, 

notably Ukraine […] to improve energy security”.312 Thus, the TEC reinforces the EU´s 

notions of what conceptualise as ES, as the TEC frames renewable energy sources and energy 

efficiency as a solution to the (framed) threat of import dependency. From the perspective of 

the EU EC and Ukraine can be understood as a means to ensure their ES, as a 

continued/strengthened cooperation could reduce their import dependency, as their 

availability to energy would strengthen. Furthermore, this highlights the normative character 
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of the discourse as the TEC proliferates the core norm of suitable development since the TEC 

promotes notions of environmental friendly energy in the form of renewable energy.313 

 

The TEC as a mechanism of NPE to shape discourse 

If we understand the mechanism of shaping discourse as the ability to shape and reinforce 

ideas and worldviews through language. Then the TEC could be understood as an NP 

mechanism for the EU, as is the shapes and reinforces notions of ES to mirror that of the EU. 

This is illustrated by how the aims in the TEC are a reflection of the EU´s. Thus, the TEC 

shapes Ukraine’s conduct and notions of how to understand ES by framing its challenges and 

solutions. For example, how to ensure the security of supply by creating an integrated energy 

market with a legal framework and how environmental protection, in the form of energy 

efficacy, is meant to improve energy efficiency and reduce import dependency. Not only did 

this mirror the EU´s ESS, in how the solutions and issues were framed, but they could also be 

interpreted to reinforce notions of the EU´s definition of ES, such as availability and 

environmental friendly energy use. For example in how market access could enable the 

availability of energy supplies. Furthermore, the discourse exhibits the core norms of 

sustainable development and rule of law, which illuminate the normative character of the 

discourse in relation to which of, the normative principles of the EU, the TEC proliferates.  

3. 2. 2. Activating, or invoking, norms 

The TEC could be understood as an example of what constitute a NP mechanism of 

activating/invoking norms, as it mirrors to Manner´s factor procedural diffusion which 

includes ”inter-regional co-operation agreement, membership of an international organization 

or enlargement of the EU itself.”314 This is illustrated by how the TEC constitute a legally 

binding agreement between Ukraine and the EC which has the goal to extend the EU´s 

internal market energy rules and principles to other countries.315 However, if we understand 

this NP mechanism as the ability/power to activate or invoke a commitment/promise of one 

actor,316then we also need to consider the framework which constitutes the potency of that 

commitment. In contrast to the MoU, the TEC has a legally binding framework with 

directives, directives, and regulation which manage the parties conduct. This constitutes a 

direct link between the parties which the EU could call upon if necessary. Considering how 
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the TEC is legally binding agreement and how Ukraine only constitute one of several 

members of the EC, the TEC should be understood as a potent means for the EU to 

invoke/activate Ukraine’s commitment/promise. As the legal ramifications and the loss of 

legitimacy/face in relation to the other member states could be understood as an incentive for 

Ukraine to keep its promise. Thus, the TEC should be understood as a potent means to 

activate the NP mechanism of invoking/activating norms. Furthermore, the implementation of 

the TEC is monitored by annual reports which reports the member states progress. This 

annual report could be understood to enable the NP mechanism as it provides the EC with a 

tool to call upon/or illuminate when member state either fail or fall short to implement the 

TEC.  

3. 2. 3. Setting examples as power 

To a degree, we could understand the TEC as an NP mechanism of example, as it 

enables/facilities regional integration which according to Forsberg is an evident contender for 

the power of example.317 The TEC can be understood as an example of regional integration, 

since it refers to the process of “overcoming barriers that divide neighboring counties” 

through processes which can involve, for example, “creating a common market” for services 

or trade liberalisation.318This is illustrated by how the EC main goal is to extend EU´s internal 

energy markets principles and rules to the countries in “South East Europe, the Black Sea 

region and beyond on the basis of a legally binding framework.”319 

This illustrates how the TEC, and by extension the EC, can be linked to the process of 

Contagion, which is an aspect of the power of example.320 This process refers to the 

transferring of something through contact and a process of emulation or imitation. Similarly, 

as the MoU the TEC can be understood as an instrument of this process, as it constitutes a link 

between the EU and Ukraine for that transference. 

Additionally, Contagion can also be understood as a process of socialisation, where 

Contagion becomes an instrument of influence through, what Forsberg refers to as, “structural 

(inter)dependence”.321 As the EU reinforces its norms and ideas, of what constitutes as ES 

through the TEC. The TEC can be understood to foster a “structural (inter)dependence” 
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among the member states. Since it structures the operating principles of the cooperation upon 

the norms of the EU. As was illustrated above by how the mechanism of discourse reinforces 

several of the core norms of the EU through the TECs operating principles and aims. 

Furthermore, if we consider how the European Commission also acts as a coordinator of the 

three activates set out under article 3, in the TEC. The first active include, setting up a 

regulatory framework for the which is meant to enable “efficient operations of Network 

Energy markets” between the actors and also “the creation of a single mechanism for the 

cross-border transmission and/or transportation of Network Energy, and the supervision of 

unilateral safeguard measures”. 322 Second article, embrace the creation of a market of 

Network Energy “without internal frontiers” 323which includes “coordination of mutual 

assistance in case of serious disturbance to the energy networks or external disruptions, and 

which may include the achievement of a common external energy trade policy” 324Third, to 

coordinate the implementation of the accumulated decisions concerning “energy, 

environment, competition and renewables”.325 We can understand how the EU´s position of 

coordination enables them to foster a structural (inter)dependence between Ukraine and 

themselves.  

 

3. 2. 4. Persuasion 

This mechanism might be understood, to a degree as redundant, as mention before because of 

how agreement constitutes a consensus between the parties. Although, the TEC could still be 

understood to enable/utilise this mechanism (to a degree), as there is some example when it 

utilises articulate and powerful rhetoric’s, collective and personal attraction to frame its 

usefulness and necessity. For example, the TEC frames its creation strengthen the cooperation 

“amongst the states and nations of South East Europe and to foster the conditions for peace, 

stability and economic growth.”326 Thus, the TEC draws on powerful rhetoric’s, such as 

stability peace and economic growth, to frame its utility and thus reinforce the notion of the 

TEC necessity. Another example of how the TEC draws on the NP mechanism is by using 

collective attraction. This is illustrated by how it explains how it can provide all parties with 

“access to the stable and continuous energy supply” by writing how it can provide/create a 

“stable regulatory and market framework capable of attracting investment in gas networks, 
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power generation, and transmission and distribution networks”.327 It also uses powerful 

rhetoric’s to frame this as “essential for economic development and social stability”.328 There 

is examples where the TEC utilises powerful rhetoric’s such as consumers and citizen’s 

welfare.  

However, the TEC should only be understood to utilise the NP mechanism of persuasion in a 

limited fashion, as the majority of the agreement only outline goals, obligations, and aims for 

the contracted parties. This should not come as a surprise as the TEC constitutes a consensus 

among the contracting parties which outlines its principle and guidelines, rather than a 

platform which enables persuasion. Thus, the use of such a NP mechanism can be understood 

as redundant in relation to the TEC. Although, the EC itself could provide the EU with this 

NP mechanism, as it offers them a platform to amend the TECs content to be in line with the 

EU´s principle and norms. This is illustrated by the fact how this TEC is the 4th version which 

has amended its legal framework to follow EU law.329However, the TEC itself should be 

understood as limited in relation to the NP mechanism of persuasion. Although, as it is not 

disconnected from the EC and its proceeding it could indirectly enable this mechanism.  

 

4 Conclusions 

In order to conclude the findings of the analysis lets reiterate its purpose and research 

questions. The purpose of this paper is to analyse how the Memorandum of Understanding 

and the treaty establishing the Energy Community could be understood to facilitate the EU´s 

NP by analysing how they can reinforce/proliferate the EU´s norms and notions concerning 

ES, such as EU´s view of challenges, threats, and solutions, and thus shape Ukraine’s view of 

ES. 

The research questions are:  

 Can the Memorandum of Understanding and the treaty establishing the Energy 

Community be understood to enable the four mechanisms of NP, and if so, how can 

they be understood to enable the four NP mechanisms?  
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 How is energy security conceptualised in the Memorandum of Understanding and the 

treaty establishing the Energy Community in relation to EU´s views of solutions, 

challenges, and threats? 

 How could the agreements enable the EU to exercise NP and influence Ukraine’s 

notions of ES? 

To answer the first research question whether the agreements could be understood to enable 

the four mechanism of NP the answer is yes. So, how do they enable them? First off, both 

agreements could be understood to enable the NP mechanisms of activation and invoking 

norms, considering how they both establish a commitment from Ukraine which the EU could 

potentially call upon if necessary. However, the aptitude of that mechanism should be 

understood to vary between the agreements, as the MoU, in contrast to the TEC, are not 

legally binding. Hence Ukraine would not be as obligated to follow the MoU were it not in 

their interest as the TEC. However, this would not necessarily hinder the EU to still activate 

the commitment of Ukraine where Ukraine to fail to adhere to the MoU. It only illuminates 

how Ukraine’s might have a stronger incentive to follow the TEC because of its legally 

binding framework.  

Secondly, it was also shown how the MoU and the TEC could be understood to enable the NP 

mechanism of setting examples by providing a connection between the parties through which 

the EU could proliferate their norms and notions. Since this mechanism is connected to the 

process of transferring something through contact, or Contagion, which the MoU and the TEC 

facilitates. However, in order to truly answer the question if the MoU and the TEC facilitate 

this mechanism, we would also have to examine Ukraine’s perception of the EU, as this NP 

mechanism also refers to the ability to shape what is perceived as normal by simply 

constituting a model/example for others to follow. Thus, the mechanism is reliant on the 

positive perception/view of the counterpart in order to work. One could draw the simple 

conclusion that the EU manage to be this model and utilise this NP mechanism, as Ukraine 

are willing to adopt the principals and rules of the EU. However, this doesn’t necessarily need 

to be because of Ukraine’s positive perception of the EU as a model/example, as there can be 

other exploitation for their motive, such as that Ukraine only views the EU as a strategic 

means to an end. Thus, we would have to examine Ukraine’s perception of the EU in order to 

truly understand if the MoU and the TEC enable this NP mechanism for the EU. Hence, there 

is room for further research in relation to Ukraine’s perception of the EU. 
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Thirdly, both agreements could be understood to enable the NP mechanism of persuasion 

even though it is rarely used and could be understood as redundant. Although, from the 

perspective of social constructivism this mechanism is interesting as it also refers to the 

ability to utilise articulate and powerful rhetoric’s, collective and personal attraction and to 

capitalise on relevant knowledge. Hence, the mechanism can illuminate how the agreements 

reproduce norms and ideas which reinforces certain worldviews by showing how the MoU 

and the TEC capitalise/enable this NP mechanism. This is illustrated by how the MoU 

capitalise on the nuclear accident in Fukushima and how the TEC utilises collective attraction 

and powerful rhetoric’s when it frames how it can provide access to energy and how this is 

necessary for social stability and economic development. Thus, from the perspective of social 

constructivism these agreements can influence and shape the notions of Ukraine by capitalise 

on relevant knowledge or use powerful rhetoric’s to frame different solutions and challenges. 

However, as discussed in the 4th chapter this mechanism can be understood as redundant as 

there is no real need to utilise persuasion to convince Ukraine as a consensus have already 

been meat between the two parties. This last point should not be understood as evidence or an 

explanation for how the agreements cannot or doesn’t enable this NP mechanism. Instead, it 

should be understood as an explanation for why the agreements doesn’t feature this 

mechanism more prominently. The fact is that the agreements actually can enable the 

mechanism. Even if one could discuss/debate the necessity for it. However, since this 

mechanism also refer to the ability to shape/influence by simply being an example/model for 

others to follow. We need to acknowledge the fact that it is dependent on the receiving party 

good perception of the EU. Thus, this study cannot claim to fully examine whether the 

agreements fully enable this mechanism, as that would need further research of Ukraine 

perception of the EU. This illuminate a shortcoming of the ideal type framework and this 

study’s approach, as the aspect of perception is not included in it.  

Finally, both the MoU and the TEC can be understood to enable the NP mechanism of 

shaping discourse, as both agreements manage to proliferate and reinforce the EU´s notions of 

what conceptualise ES. For example by framing solutions and issues to mirror that of the EU 

ESS and shape the norm and notions within these agreements to mirror that of the EU 

defining of ES. Hence, the MoU and the TEC can be understood to proliferate and reinforce 

the EU notions of ES through the agreements and thus shape Ukraine’s notions of ES.  

And to answer the second research question: How is energy security conceptualised in the 

Memorandum of Understanding and the treaty establishing the Energy Community in relation 
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to EU´s views of solutions, challenges, and threats? From the analysis, one can conclude that 

ES is conceptualised to mirror the EU´s views conserving solutions, threats, and challenges in 

both agreements. In the MoU this is illustrated by, among other things, how research and in 

innovation are framed as to reinforce the security of supply. The TEC illustrates this by 

framing how the creation of an integrated energy market can ensure security of supply and 

how environmental protection and import dependency reduction is linked to energy efficacy. 

Both agreements have similar reoccurring themes which are framed to mirror solutions, 

challenges and notions from either the EU´s ESS, the Energy union or their definition of ES.  

Such as availability, environmental protection and consumer’s welfare together with core 

norm like social solidarity, rule of law and suitable development. This illuminates the 

normative character and direction of how the EU shapes Ukraine’s ES by proliferation notions 

and framing how is to be maintained and ensured. The discourse could be understood to draw 

upon norms and notions which mirrors that of the EU in how solutions, threats, and 

challenges are framed. Thus, the discourse could be understood to maintain EU´s notions and 

norms about what constitutes as ES in relation to its challenges, threats, and solutions. 

Considering how CDA has been applied, we should reflect on how these discursive practices 

could affect Ukraine’s consumption of the two texts and by extension shape their social 

practices within ES. Seeing how the discursive practices within the agreements draw on 

norms and notion which reflect the EU´s, as mentioned above. The agreements could be 

understood to alter Ukraine’s social practice in relation to ES to mirror that of the EU´s, as 

they promote notions and norms to frame ES, which reflects EU´s. This could potentially both 

change Ukraine´s behaviour and norms within ES and, partially, bring Ukraine closer to the 

EU, as this would enable integration (to a degree) and closer collaboration within the energy 

sector. Additionally, if we consider how there is a relationship between the social and 

discursive practices, as one can reinforce/reproduce the other and vice versa, Ukraine’s 

adherence to EU´s norms and notions would reproduce these norms in their social practice 

and normalise them. Consequently, this would reinforce EU´s conceptualising of ES in 

Ukraine. This illuminates how the discursive practices in the agreements could affect 

Ukraine’s s social practice and how these social practices would further reinforce the ES 

narrative of the EU, as they would normalise them. This process would shape and change the 

way Ukraine view ES.  

This also leads me to answer the last research question: How could the agreements enable the 

EU to exercise NP and influence Ukraine’s notions of ES? From the analysis, one can 
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conclude that the agreements enable the EU to exercise its NP power, as the agreements can 

be understood to enable the four NP mechanisms. The EU can thus, to an extent, draw upon 

these mechanism through the MoU and the TEC to influence and shape Ukraine ES by either 

shape their view of what constitute as ES by utilising the mechanism of shaping discourse, or 

call upon invoke/active their commitment when needed, or transfer their norms and notions 

by the mechanism of setting example, or use the mechanism of persuade by applying 

knowledge or powerful/articulate rhetoric’s to frame or legitimise certain solutions or 

challenges. However, the aptitude between the two agreements and the four mechanisms 

varies to do so. For example, the mechanism of activation/invoking norms can be understood 

a more potent in the TEC than in the MoU, as the TEC is legally binding. While the 

mechanism of setting examples seems to be less potent than the mechanism of shaping 

discourse, as the former is dependent on the positive perception of Ukraine. Thus, the 

mechanism of example needs to be understood as limited as should the mechanism of 

persuasion.  These two agreements constitute a nexus between the two parties which enable 

the four NP mechanism which the EU could draw upon (with varying degrees) and thus 

influence Ukraine’s notions of ES.  

So how could this effect Ukraine? If we understand NP as the ability to define what passes for 

normal and that the EU exerts this by shaping the values and behaviour of other actors by 

redefining international norms in their image. Then the agreements could be understood as 

potential tools which could shape the values and behaviour of Ukraine to mirror that of the 

EU, as the agreements proliferate and reinforce their norms and notions of ES. However, 

considering how these two agreements are not the sole elements which guide the entirety of 

Ukraine’s energy conduct the agreements should not be counted as clear evidence for how the 

EU manage to shape and influence the notions of Ukraine’s ES. Although, the study can give 

an indication of how the EU might exert is NP and influence the direction that Ukraine might 

be heading and provide knowledge of how to understand agreements as potential tools of NP. 

However, further research is necessary to fully explore how agreements could be understood 

as such and whether they could be considered as effective.  

4. 1. Final discussion 

 As a final discussion, I want to address the analytical properties and shortcomings in my 

application of the ideal type or Forsberg’s four mechanisms.  

First off, the approach should not be understood as a poor analytical tool to explore NPE. 

However, because of how I limited the scope of the data to only include agreements there is a 
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boundary to what I can examine and say, as the data cannot fully illuminate the full potential 

of all the mechanism without adopt adopting data. An example of this is how the NP 

mechanism of setting an example is partly dependent on the perception of the receiving party. 

Thus in order to examine the full potential of that mechanism one would have to add data 

concerning the receiving parity’s perception of the EU. Hence this ideal type should not 

primarily be understood as a tool to examine agreements, as the data doesn’t accommodate all 

the NP mechanism. Although, this can also be understood as a limitation of agreements to 

enable the mechanism of NP. An option for further research could be to limit the scope of the 

mechanisms as to only include one or two, for example shaping discourse. This mechanism 

can still illuminate how the agreements can enable that mechanism as it can illustrate how 

they reinforce and normalises notions and norms. A secondary option would be to choose 

phenomena or data which would accommodate the ideal type better and allow for a richer 

analysis, such as an organisation as the EC. Either way, I believe that this approach would 

improve the analysis as it would allow f for a more in-depth analysis. Thus, there is room for 

improvements in regards to the development and application of NPE. This is not shocking 

seeing how the field of NPE is quite new and the exploration of its application and analytical 

values is still being discovered.  
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