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Narrative mediation of the Occupy movement 

A case study of Stockholm and Latvia 

Anne Kaun and Maria Francesca Murru 

Introduction 

The latest waves of protests that emerged in the context of the Euro crisis have spurred the 

question of how practices of activists intersect with (online) media usage. Economic crises are 

here considered as critical junctures not only in terms of the economic system as such, but also 

for the media system (McChesney, 2007), as protest movements employing different media 

technologies aim to fill the crisis-induced void with new meaning giving social change a specific 

direction. In the context of the 2008 financial crisis and the subsequent protests, social media 

were particularly emphasized by commentators ( 

 

Castells, 2012). In that context, notions such as networks of protests and the connective action 

paradigm have been prevalent in the discussion ( 

 

Castells, 2012;  
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Bennett and Segerberg, 2013). While both notions have certainly value for understanding certain 

aspects of digital activism, their exclusive focus on the new organizational structures that are 

expected to result from digital-enabled peer production mechanisms, risks neglecting other 

dimensions of protests mobilization and identification that are equally important in contentious 

action in the context of economic crises. Following the representation of the Occupy Wall Street 

(OWS) movement and its local versions in Sweden (Occupy Stockholm, which was active 

roughly between October 2011 and July 2012) and Latvia (Occupy Latvia, which was mainly 

active on social networking sites in 2011/2012) in mainstream news media, the chapter advocates 

a narrative approach to the study of protest movements. In that way, the chapter relates to a large 

body of research engaging with the mediated representation of protest movements (for an 

overview see  

 

McCurdy, 2012) that has lately been overshadowed by the dominant focus on the role of digital 

and social media for mobilizations. While studies of mediated representations of protest 

movements have earlier focused on framing and discursive practices, we focus on narrative 

practices of mediation. Considering particularly different narratives produced about this 

transnational protest movement, the chapter suggests that the analytical focus on narratives 

allows to follow the reshaping of protest movements through mainstream media coverage while 

broadening our understanding of the Euro crisis. At the same time, narrative analysis offers the 

possibility to focus on different layers of narrative mediation including self-narration and 

narratives by adversaries. However, the focus is here on narrative mediation by mainstream news 

media providing the material for sense-making of protest mobilizations by the public. 
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Narrative analysis of protest 

In the context of this chapter, we consider narratives as essential components of the social 

construction of collective action. We study them as cultural constructs which mediate our 

experience of the social world in its most fundamental coordinates. We adopt this assumption 

from critical hermeneutics, and more specifically from  

 

Ricoeur (1984), according to whom every text implies a project of a world where it would be 

possible to live, a horizon of possible experience that contains the promise of transforming the 

umwelt of the reader – its immediate surroundings – into a welt – a world that can be 

symbolically inhabited. This is what he calls a process of symbolic mediation that each text 

exerts between a person and the world, between person and person, between a person and the 

self. Ricoeur proposes the narrative dimension as the cornerstone of this mediation, insofar as the 

acts of narrating and of living are linked by a relation of mutual implication. On the one hand, 

life needs stories to be comprehended. Action in fact can be understood as different from mere 

physical movement or physiological behaviour, only through a competent use of the semantics of 

action, a network of expressions and concepts that explain action in terms of aims, means and 

circumstances. In parallel, action, before being submitted to interpretation, is already readable 

thanks to those symbols that pre-interpret it in terms of which aspects of doing, of being-able to 

do, and of knowing how to do it embodies. On the other hand, narratives need a living receiver to 

be completed. Emplotment is the common work by the text and the reader insofar as the text is 

actualized in all its zones of indeterminacy and latent wealth of interpretation only when a reader 

puts into play their own horizon of expectations. 
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At the most superficial level, we can imagine social movements as bundles of stories ( 

 

Fine, 1995) where personal, collective, internal and external as well as own and others’ 

narratives co-exist and sometimes converge. Personal narratives are those stories which contain 

experiences and biographical fragments that will receive political resonance within the 

movement; but they can also be the participant’s narrative that share emotions and feelings of 

being part of a collective endeavor. Collective narratives ( 

 

Benford, 2002) are those stories that represent the purposes and the paths of actions of the 

movement. External narratives written by outsiders of the movement contextualize these same 

actions within the wider historical transformations of society and politics while reflecting at the 

movements’ internal self-narration.  

 

Bruck (1992) focuses on codes and conventions of news media, and the way they 

reprocess the discourses provided through various sources. Through reassembling and 

rearranging information, they create their own ways of telling stories of different events. The 

rearrangements often reflect dominant ideologies and modes of representation ( 

 

Kellner, 2012). However,  

 

Bruck (1992) argues that discourse can be changed by social movements. Hence, 

mainstream news media emerge as a site of struggle over the particular narration of social 

change. 
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Two main research paths are possible in the examination of narratives in social 

movements. The first one uses them as a method or means for exploring other aspects of the 

social life that animates collective action. The second one – which will be followed here – takes 

the narrative as an object of inquiry for its own sake. In this second path, narratives are studied as 

peculiar carriers of shared meaning, which inhabit potentialities in terms of constructing both 

identities and temporalities of and about collective action. At the same time, they are subject to 

certain cultural constraints concerning their expressive forms and conditions of performance. The 

study of narratives as objects can focus on either narratives produced by activists themselves or 

on narratives produced about their actions. Both approaches have received research attention 

earlier. We focus here on the latter and consider particularly narratives constructed by news 

media about the protest activities. Analyzing media representations of political activism has a 

long tradition. Previous research has highlighted the importance of mediated representations for 

forming ideas about social movements in the public as well as systematic biases that are 

produced by the news coverage (Gitlin, 2003;  

 

Weaver and Scacco, 2013). We propose that the analysis of narratives is not only 

fruitfully employed when it comes to activists’ practices, but can also illuminate the process of 

contextualization of transnational protest movements by mainstream news media. In connection 

with critical discourse theory, the chapter focuses on mediating social practices and discerns 

narrative strategies in the representation of Occupy Stockholm and Occupy Latvia. 

The financial crisis and the Occupy movement 
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The Occupy movement has been depicted as the most prominent example of protest related to 

the financial crisis ( 

 

Pickerill and Krinsky, 2012;  

 

Graeber, 2013). However, the issues addressed by Occupy were much broader and more 

inclusive. The focus for the mobilizations changed according to the specific political and social 

context to which the Occupy narrative travelled (Kaun, 2017). 

Although the Swedish and Latvian encampments and the mobilizations around the 

Occupy movement were not nearly as big as in the United States, they represent an interesting 

point in the case of transnational activism, which forms a global network, but which is very 

much rooted in local causes and previous activism. As Michael  

 

Gould-Wartofsky (2015) shows in his careful narration of OWS, the New York 

mobilization has a long history of local and international activism. Similarly, the activists in 

Sweden and Latvia have personal and collective histories of political activism. At the same time, 

Occupy Stockholm and Occupy Latvia, although small and sometimes including only a handful 

of activists, represent one of the European responses to the economic crisis, addressing European 

institutions and hence serving as an entry point to looking at narratives generated by and around 

protest movements ( 

 

file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_617_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_617_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_617_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_610_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_610_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_609_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_609_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_609_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_609_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_609_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_612_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_612_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_612_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_612_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_612_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_612_FILE150311578PIII015
file:///C:/Users/smitchell/Desktop/My%20Titles/Basu%2015031-1578/02%20Basu%20CE%20files/15031-1578-FullBook.docx%23Ref_612_FILE150311578PIII015


 

Kaun, 2017). Furthermore, moving to the European periphery adds new insights to the 

study of the global Occupy movement, which has mainly been discussed from the perspective of 

the largest and most central encampments. 

Occupy Latvia 

According to the International Monetary Fund, the Baltic countries have suffered considerably 

from the financial crisis that peaked in 2008 ( 

 

Purfield and Rosenberg, 2010). With the gross domestic product shrinking by 14.2 per cent in 

2009, compared to the previous year, and an unemployment rate as high as 19.5 per cent in 2010, 

Latvia was, after a period of rapid growth, faced with an extreme economic situation ( 

 

Eurostat, 2014a, 2014b). As in other EU member states, the crisis was tackled with a strategy of 

‘internal devaluation’, including extensive cuts in wages and public spending. Despite these 

strong austerity measures, Anders Åslund1 and Valdis Dombrovskis, the former prime minister 

of Latvia, argue in a 2011 book that the democratic institutions worked well. Therefore, they 

propose, there were only few protests and very little public criticism. The celebration of political 

institutions, however, silences accounts of social unrest that appeared. Latvia had seen crisis-

related protest mobilizations already in 2008/2009. On 13 January 2009, for example, a protest 

against the government’s and Europe’s handling of the crisis was met with strong police action. 

Protesters, mainly students and youths, were calling for the resignation of the government. 

During the mobilization, several protesters tried to hinder MPs from entering parliament by 
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camping in front of the main parliament building. After the resignation of the government, the 

protest quickly faded, as the activists seemed to have reached their goals. Additionally, in the 

autumn of 2009, a group of approximately 20 activists camped in front of the Cabinet of 

Ministers, the main Latvian government building. The encampment remained until the summer 

of 2010. The camp’s activists put forward a broad range of demands directed at the Latvian 

government. Some of the main issues were unemployment and austerity measures. Despite these 

early occupations of different public spaces, Latvia has never seen an occupation connected to 

the global Occupy movement. 

In contrast to the Swedish case, there were no physical occupations in Lativa. However, with the 

global spread of the Occupy movement, loose online networks linked to the movement appeared, 

discussing economic greed and politics in Latvia. 

Occupy Stockholm 

Compared to other European countries, Sweden has often been described as coping relatively 

well with the effects of the financial crisis. However, in Sweden, the economic stress indices 

reflected growing tensions in the markets in 2009, and the youth unemployment rate of more 

than 24 per cent, compared to the average rate of 8 per cent of unemployment, was the highest 

among Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries (UNRIC, 

2012). 

A local branch of the Occupy movement emerged in Stockholm in October 2011 and – 

with changing locations in the city centre and suburbs – kept an encampment until July 2012. 

Like other camps, Occupy Stockholm quickly diversified into several groups and committees 



 

working on specific issues; one of the largest was the media group, including several 

subdivisions working on its home page, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, printed outlets and posters 

as well as graphics. Other divisions were dedicated to demonstrations and to a study group that 

met weekly between January and May 2012. As two informants involved with Occupy 

Stockholm have suggested, many first-time activists joined the group in the beginning. During 

the late summer of 2012, however, more and more members vanished, and with that, the actual 

occupation ended. A core group of five people remained and held regular general assemblies 

until October 2012, when they decided to dissolve Occupy Stockholm until the decision is taken 

to revive it. 

The issues around which particular mobilizations evolved were broad and included 

homelessness, support for the demand to restrict the size of international banks, general Europe-

wide protests against public debt and the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA), World 

Environment Day, demonstrations against US war policies, support for the protest against 

European Stability Mechanism (ESM) funds, demonstrations against privatization and the 

financial system, Occupy May 1st, protests against weapons exports and the Data Retention 

Directive. Although Occupy Stockholm mobilized around specific European causes, this was not 

reflected in the reporting on the movement. 

Swedish and Latvian Occupy narratives 

In choosing Swedish and Latvian versions of the Occupy movement, the analysis builds on two 

heterogonous samples: Sweden, which had several Occupy encampments, and Latvia, which 

although it never saw an Occupy camp, the idea of Occupy resonated with alternative political 



 

voices and was invoked in different digital initiatives and offline mobilizations. Latvia and 

Sweden also represent historically different political activism contexts. As Kerstin Jacobsson and 

Steven Saxonberg show, post-Communist countries such as Latvia have often been considered as 

having weak civil societies, which is linked to their political history of state authoritarianism 

(Jacobsson and Saxonberg, 2013). However, the authors demonstrate that a broad variety of 

political activism exists in the post-Communist context, which, perforce, has not taken the same 

paths as in the West. Although we are not necessarily interested in reinforcing an East–West 

divide, the question of different historical contexts adds complexity to the analysis of protest 

movement narrations. At the same time, Latvia and Sweden share specific historical experiences 

such as the economic crisis – though to different degrees – which justifies a comparative 

perspective. The economic ties become particularly evident when looking at the three main 

banks in Latvia, which are all Swedish. Furthermore, Swedish media conglomerates such as 

Bonnier had been active in Latvia, which makes a comparison of mainstream media narratives 

especially interesting.2 

Besides the comparative aspect, the material gathered for the analysis here emerged in different 

institutional settings. The sample of the mainstream news media consists of major Swedish and 

Latvian dailies reporting on Occupy. The choice of newspapers includes a broad spectrum of 

political positions (from liberal to conservative) as well as quality and tabloid. For the Latvian 

case, the sample includes the most important Russian-language daily newspapers, which are 

mainly read by the strong Russian-speaking minority (approximately 27 per cent of the Latvian 

population). 

The material included all articles that referenced the Occupy movement from September 

to November 2011 in the following newspapers: the Swedish newspapers Dagens Nyheter, 



 

Svenska Dagbladet, Aftonbladet and Expressen; the Latvian newspapers Diena, Neatkarīgā Rīta 

Avīze and Latvijas Avīze; and the Russian-language newspapers Chas and Vesti. The period was 

chosen based on the main OWS activities. The Swedish sample consists of 63 articles in total, 

whereas during the same period, the Latvian newspapers published only 17 articles mentioning 

the Occupy movement. The first report in Sweden appeared on 29 September 2011 in Svenska 

Dagbladet; it was a fairly long article in the finance section. In Latvia, the earliest article on the 

Occupy movement was published on 3 October 2011. 

Narrative mediation of protest 

Analytically, we focus on the narrative mediation of protest as social practice and are only partly 

interested in the properties of media as mediating tools. According to Roger  

 

Silverstone (2002), mediation is a transformative process constructing the meaningfulness and 

value of things. In contrast, everyday life is characterized by ambiguity and messiness. Media are 

crucial for resolving a certain degree of ambiguity through the ordering that is implicated in their 

narratives and their scheduling capacity. Silverstone argues that the different modes of 

representation of the media – including news – in general meet the needs and desires for a certain 

degree of order. The process of mediation is however not completely even and frictionless. 

“Mediation . . . describes the fundamentally, but unevenly dialectical process in which 

instutionalised media of communication (the press, broadcast radio and television, and 

increasingly the world wide web) are involved in the general circulation of symbols in social 

life” ( 
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Silverstone, 2002, p. 762). Focusing on the narrative component of mediation allows us to trace 

specific strategies that are linked to the institutional context of mediation, but go beyond it. 

Stories and narratives are the concrete expressions of emplotment and the ordering function of 

narratives for all kinds of experiences in different contexts. At the most general level, narratives 

establish an order for all experiential elements in a contiguous plot. By way of ordering, the 

situational elements are given meaning; and in this way, a specific role in the plot and a temporal 

structure are established. At the micro level of stories, as well as at the more abstract discursive 

level, narratives establish some kind of coherence in a world of disorder ( 

 

Ricoeur, 1984). 

Central to Silverstone’s understanding of mediation is the narrative ordering that media provide. 

We suggest therefore to consider the Occupy movements both as object of narrative mediation 

and in terms of concrete narrative practices. For this we rely on narrative analysis – rooted in 

literature, history, anthropology, sociology and linguistics – that encompasses a variety of 

research practices and analytical strategies. In general, the notion of narrative may refer to an 

actual text or a more abstract discourse. Narrative analysis enables, therefore, the inclusion of 

individual voices and more abstract discourse. The inclusion of individual voices is of particular 

importance in the context of the Occupy movement, which was, and is, characterized by a broad 

diversity of political views and actors. (.Focusing on narratives allows us to follow the 

emplotment of individual and collective experiences, here in the sense of mediation ( 

 

Van Leeuwen and Wodak, 1999;  
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Van Leeuwen, 2007;  

 

Bennett, 2013). In line with van Leeuwen’s framework, mediation considers all social 

practice as reformulated in talk and texts. Through discursive articulation, practices become 

meaningful from a specific point of view grounded in material, socioeconomic contexts. Van 

Leeuwen constructs a chain of recontextualization, moving from social to discursive signifying 

practices to discourse.  

 

Reisigl and Wodak (2009) suggest a number of narrative strategies often employed in 

mediating social practices ( 

 

Reisigl and Wodak, 2009; Wodak and Meyer, 2009). Based on the analysis of the 

material gathered for this project, we have identified the four major narrative strategies: 

nomination, predication, perspectivation and mitigation.3 

Nomination refers to the discursive construction of social actors, objects, events and 

actions. In terms of nomination of causes for the emergence of the Occupy movement, the 

newspapers in both Latvia and Sweden focus on the greed of individual bankers and 

corporations, and make some mention of the growing inequality. However, as the following 

example from the Swedish Expressen illustrates, this is only justified and evidenced for the US 

and not the Swedish or Latvian context, and remains rather unspecific in terms of Occupy’s 

criticisms suggested: 
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The average income in the US has marginally increased the last 30 years. 

At the same time, the income of the richest part has exploded. The large 

productivity growth has not reached the middle class, however, the richest are 

paying ever less and the middle class ever more. 

(Expressen 22 October 2011)4 

Predication, in contrast, pertains to the evaluation of the events, focusing on the 

discursive qualification of actors, objects, events and actions. In both contexts, 

Occupy is associated with other protest movements, such as the Global Justice 

Movement, Arab Spring and the Indignados, but also with WikiLeaks and 

Anonymous, as well as the Tea Party movement, as shown in Diena: 

The activists of Occupy Wall Street like to stress that they are a 

repercussion of the so-called Arab Spring protests. The internet edition of 

International Business Times, however, rather links the American movement with 

the 15-M movement, which started in May in Madrid, followers of which are 

staying in the parks of the biggest cities for weeks and months, to demand that the 

government carries out social and political reforms. 15M can be proud of real 

achievements, because the socialist Prime Minister Jose Luis Zapatero announced 

extraordinary parliamentary elections in the summer. 

(Diena 14 October 2011)5 

There are, however, no links to traditional political organizations such as trade 

unions, although they have been supporting specific mobilizations of, for 

example, Occupy Stockholm. Through this kind of predication, the movement is 

ideologically depoliticized, especially as the comparison to all kinds of protest 

and social movements from the radical left to the right contextualizes the 

movement as ideologically and structurally arbitrary. 



 

Perspectivation takes the writers’ or speakers’ point of view into consideration through 

expressing either involvement or distance. In terms of perspectivation, both Latvian and Swedish 

newspapers create only weak links between Occupy and the local/national context. The 

movement is largely considered in foreign news sections and as having little relevance for the 

local political and economic context: 

Started as a rather marginal movement against the bankers of Wall Street, 

the protest campaign Occupy Wall Street concerns almost everybody in American 

society. 

(Latvijas Avīze 14 October 2011)6  

Lastly, mitigation refers to modification of “the illocutionary force and the epistemic or 

deontic status of utterances” ( 

 

Reisigl and Wodak, 2009, p. 95). This category encompasses a meta-level of analysis and 

combines perspectivation, predication and nomination as concrete discursive practices to 

underlying strategies. Predication, perspectivation and nomination in the case of Occupy 

Stockholm and Occupy Lativa all point towards toning down and minimizing the act of 

protesting in public space itself. Expressen downplays the movement in the following way: 

It is not true. 99 percent of the Swedes do not have to choose at all 

between paying for food or the rent. Of course the differences have increased 

during the last couple of years, but most parts of the Swedish population do not 

suffer economically. 

(Expressen 22 October 2011)7 

In the Latvian context, the movement is mitigated by completely delinking it from the Latvian crisis experience 

while, in Sweden, commentators question the severity of the crisis and consequently the motivation of the local 
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activists. 

In general, the movement is depoliticized by disconnecting it from its initial cause of 

questioning and criticizing the global finance capitalism that led to the economic crisis on the 

national level. Furthermore, the movement is disconnected from other forms of critiquing or 

countering capitalist practices – for example, through institutionalized forms of political 

organization such as unions. Additionally, the causes of the movement are mitigated by 

delinking it from the crisis experience in the local context of both Sweden and Latvia. Hence, 

Occupy is largely constructed as foreign and less relevant in the North-European context. In 

terms of negotiating the global movement and the local context, mainstream news media in both 

Latvia and Sweden attribute more importance to the global level of the movement than to its 

local relevance, leading to a crude discrediting of the root causes for the emergence of the 

movement. 

Conclusion: (de)contextualizing protest narratives 

This chapter suggests narrative analysis of anti-austerity protests as an alternative approach. 

Instead of overemphasizing the role of digital networks and communication platforms, it has 

shifted the focus on the role of the discursive strategies of both mainstream news and activists. 

The comparison of the dominant narrative mediation of the Occupy movement in Sweden 

and Latvia indicated that the mainstream newspaper articles share major discursive strategies in 

terms of nomination, predication, perspectivation and mitigation. In both the Swedish and 

Latvian context, the movement is, in general, depoliticized in terms of its ideology and 

motivations. The narratives constructed by major newspapers present weak links to the crisis of 



 

the economic system as a major source for the protests. Mainstream newspapers have reproduced 

the discourse of Latvia and Sweden respectively as ‘success stories’ considering the handling of 

the financial crisis. On the other hand, these success stories have been articulated differently. In 

the Swedish context, the discourse manifests the underlying idea that the situation is 

fundamentally different from the US experience. Compared to the structural inequality and the 

degree of the crisis in the United States, Sweden is much better off. In consequence, the protests 

and occupations are treated in a patronizing manner. They are playful and lack serious concerns. 

In the Latvian case, the underlying argument refers to the reoccurring hardship that the society 

has been suffering historically while always upholding the hope for a better future. Latvia has in 

that context been presented as a success story of how severe austerity measures enabled it to 

successfully endure the crisis (Åslund and Dombrovskis, 2011). 
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1 
 Anders Åslund is a Swedish economist who until 2009 was the economic advisor to Valdis Dombrovskis. 

2 
 Bonnier sold its shares in Diena and Dienas Bizness in 2009. 

3 
  

 

 Reisigl and Wodak (2009) as well as Wodak and Meyer (2009) identify additional discursive strategies, 

such as argumentation and self-perception. Here we have focused only on the strategies relevant to the analysed 

material. 

4 
 Medelinkomsten i USA har nämligen knappt ökat alls på 30 år, samtidigt som den rikaste procentens 

inkomster exploderat. Den stora produktivitetsökning som skett har knappt alls kommit medelklassen till del, ändå 

har skattesystemet gjorts om så att de rikaste betalar allt mindre och medelklassen mer. 

5 
 Kustības Occupy Wall Street aktīvistiem patīk uzsvērt, ka viņi ir tā sauktā Arābu pavasara protestu 

atskaņa. Interneta izdevums International Business Times amerikāņu kustību gan vairāk saista ar maijā Spānijas 

galvaspilsētā Madridē aisākušos kustību 15M, kuras sekotāji nedēļā un mēnešiem ilgi uzturas lielāko pilsētu 

centrālajos laukumos, lai pieprasītu valdībai politiskās un sociālās reformas. 15M var lepoties ar reāliem 

panākumiem, jo sociālistu premjerministrs Hosē Luiss Sapatero vasarā izsludināja ārkārtas parlamenta vēļēšanas. 

6  
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7 
 Ändå skaver det i ögonen. Det är ju inte sant. 99 procent av svenskarna måste inte alls välja mellan att 

betala mat och hyra. Visst har klyftorna ökat på senare år, men de flesta svenskar har det ekonomiskt rätt bra. 
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