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Water is one of the fifth element that is the most attractive to humans. We 
drink, we swim, we admire, we touch, we play… we can’t live without it, and 
yet it remains a foreign body to us. A mysterious and yet fascinating 
element, to which we are constantly attracted to.  

 What would Stockholm look like if the city had not taken very 
pre-cautious measures to protect the body of water that surrounds it? One 
wonders on the shores of the magnificent Gamla Stan and admires the 
splendid architecture reflecting itself on the water, which makes Stockholm 
a very unique, visually peaceful and romantic city: The Venice of the North. 
Unlike Venice though, Stockholm has kept its water rather «intact», keeping 
aside a few exceptions. It has a tight control on what happens in, on and out 
of the water. As an example: waterfronts should never have lights pointing 
towards the water, or too close to the shore, in order to preserve the ecosys-
tem as well as possible. Regulations have turned Stockholm’s water into a 
«Holy» body. 

 On the other hand, Viking Lines are traveling in and out of the city 
like planes on a landing strip. The Royal Seaport is developing at a great 
speed, and the trend keeps accelerating. Furthermore, in the current 
context of housing shortage and unavailable lands, the municipality has 
proposed a plan to build an elementary school on the water, because of 
land shortage. 
 

 What is the body of water supposed to be? 
Should it be preserved as an undisturbed place, highly regulated and 
tightly controlled like natural reserve areas? Or could it also be considered 
as an actual «place» rather than a simple element - a place in which or with 
which, inhabitants would be able to fully experience. 

With this in mind, I wish to investigate the possibility of connecting two fundamen-
tally different areas through the body of water that appears to be the only barrier 
that separates them: the Ekerö area (Parksidan and Solsidan) and the western shore-
line of Skärholmen. Ekerö is the third wealthiest municipality of Sweden and 
Skärholmen regroups a very modest, low income population.

  I wish to explore the possibilities of developing  on, in and around water 

places that will connect both areas, and that will counteract the segregated 
aspect of these two neighborhoods.
 
 The design of this project will be around the development of connective and 
interactive spaces for the inhabitants, while fully integrating the qualities of water 
and the natural forest reserves present in the area.  The design will fully respect 
Stockholm’s regulations on preserving and protecting natural ecosystems, but will 
also be around the concept of «touchability». Through this design, I hope to show 
that water can be understood as a whole «place»on its own, on/in which people can 

live, interact and play. I wish to create oppurtunities for people to 
connect naturally, rather than forcing the bridging of 
societies. 

ABSTRAC T

THE WESTERN SHORELINE:  Ekerö THE BARRIER:  Mälaren THE EASTERN SHORELINE:  Vårberg,  Sk ärholmen

STOCKHOLM’S “HOLY” WATER REVISITED

“CREATING POSSIBILITIES IN, ON AND AROUND THE BODY OF WATER
 BETWEEN EKERÖ AND SKÄRHOLMEN ”

 The western coast line of the site in focus, Parksidan and Solsidan, 

are part of the greater Ekerö Kommun, which is itself located in the 

province of Uppland within the Stockholm County and is, the humble home 

of the King. Ekerö has a long traditional Royal History and used to be 

a very strategic place during the Viking Era due to its proximity to the 

shorelines of Lake Mälaren.  This area was a significant trade place, but 

also a very important horticultural and agricultural land for rich land owners 

during the Medieval times up until the 1900s. The Malar islands 

bacame the first suppliers of vegetables and other agricultural 

products to Stockholm city and later gained the name of: Stockholm’s 
Garden.

 In the 1950s, Stockholm Municipality had to prepare itself for much larger 

housing developments following the years of the ABC town constructions. The next 

exploitation area would be on the large arable and forest land 

between  Mälarhojden and Vårby. 

It is in 1961 that Hjalmar Mehr, mayor of Stockholm, managed to threat the religious 

foundations with expropriation and obtained the land, while simultaneously let go 

of 385 hectares to the Huddinge municipality. The results of this “land trade” was 

that Huddinge Municipality took over land that was supposed to be kept for 

“outdoor life”, and turned it into “the most expansive area of trade and 

entertainment in southern Stockholm” (which includes today Kungens Kurva). This 

development became much “superior” to the “carefully planned centre on the other 

side of the E4 - Skärholmen”.

 Today, Skärholmen only survives thanks to the metro and 
the car dependency of its inhabitants. 

 Lake Vänern, Vättern and Mälaren together comprise 60% of the total lake 

volume in Sweden. All of them are glacially formed, and emerged after the last 

glaciation period. As the ice water receded, lowlands were submerged and the water 

level of all lakes were approximately 150m higher than what it is today. At this time, 

they alternated between fresh, brakish and salty water. Lake Mälaren is 
now a freshwater basin. 

During the Viking Era, Lake Mälaren was the major transporter of people 

and goods. In the mid 700sSweden’s first town: the Viking Town Birka was 

stratigically located on the island of Björkö, which allowed the Kind of Sweden to 

control the Scandinavan maritime trade. 

Together, they daily supply approximately 2.5 million people with drinking water. 

Both commercial and sport fishing are extensive practices on lake Mälaren, and 

simultanously carries commercial shipping cargoes. Mälaren is also used 
by numerous industries and urban areas as wastewater 
recipient.

Lake Mälaren has suffer through a very difficult environmental 
history. It was greatly affected by the mining and Steel Industies, 

especially in the Bergslagen area. Lake Mälaren is also heavily loaded with an 

excess of nutrients (nitrates and phosphate), which are coming from heavy 

unsustainable agriculture. As a result, it now suffers from algae blooms. In 

addition, it is still affected by the sewage of rural homes and atmospheric 
deposition. 

EKERÖ
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1954 Map of Ekerö’s eastern shore: an agricultural land (Lantmateriet)

1954 Map of Ekerö’s eastern shore: an agricultural land (Lantmateriet)
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What is the status of Ekerö’s projects and future development ? 

How do you see and consider the Body of Water here, and how does it impact the construction projects in your 
opinion?

Well first and foremost, the most important project to mention is the new branch of the E4 highway that will go 
through Ekerö underground. The project has had tremendous impacts on land development already and land prices 
are going to the roof. More and more private and public entities want to buy land and develop housing because the 
travel time to Stockholm (by car that is) will be almost reduced by 50%.  

What are the implications of this project on the body of water (Lake Mälaren) and what is your position regarding 
the lake in general in all of your project?

Well, Lake Mälaren is really sacred to us. Eastern Lake Mälaren is under the water protection act since 2008. We 
always make sure to incorporate Lake Mälaren in every one of our project, and we always try to develop new 
protection strategies and anti-pollution strategies for the body of water. In this case, we were very divided regarding 
the E4 crossing the water, but we came to the conclusion that the whole part of the E4 that will cross Ekerö 
Kommun will have to go underwater. This decision means that an enormous amount of material will be digged out 
of the water and transported elsewhere through shit sailment. But this is under the responsability of Stockholm 
Kommun and Trafikkontoret.

As you might have notice, Stockholm really values its water. In fact, we really consider the water to be Holy, and we 
always want to preserve the water “mirror” and especially in the city center. This is part of our history, this is what 
people enjoy and how people are used to interact with water. But on the other hand, it is true that in many occasions 
we would really benefit from more connections through the water, but unfortunately no one is thinking about it (or 
nobody wants to pay for it!). 

Do you think it would be interesting to revisit how we understand the body of water today? What did you think of 
the Hotel Project in Riddarfärden by SandellSandberg?

People are too attached to the water mirror present in the city center of Stockholm. It is part of its identity, and 
people don’t want to see things being built on it. However, take the project somewhere else and it might be 
accepted and be a positive impact for the rest of the area! 

EKERÖ

SÖDERMALM
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This public beach is located in the centre of the city of Stockholm, allowing locals and tourists to enjoy an artificial sand beach for during 
the hot days of the year. It is a very popular place, and attracts a lot  of people. There is a parking space and a pontoon with stairs, from 
which one can easily jump off. This area is exclusively dedicated to pedestrians, and is mostly used for leisure.  

Hornsberg strandpark might be one of the most popular and attractive small scale waterfront development in Stockholm. Located on the 
south-west shore of Kungsholmen, this park is accessible by the blue line, which has resulted in a great subburb influx of people. This is the 
example of a waterfront that offers the possibility for different people to interact, exercize, stay, swim, or simply pass by. 

NEW SLUSSEN MASTERPLAN (2030)

The district of Hammarby Sjöstad, located on the south shore of the city, is one of the only area that has included stormwater management 
in its re-development. As a result, the area is offering a different type of water interface compared to the rest of the city - the water is part of 
what makes Hammarby sjöstad unique,  while also being actively used, accessible and “touchable”. 

INVESTIGATION OF THE EXISTING WATER INTERFACES IN STOCKHOLM

POSSIBLE NE W WATER INTERFACE 

DIAGRAM REPRESE TATION OF HISTORICAL VS.  DESIRED 
WATER BODY UTIL ISATION

AVERAGE INCOME GRAPH FOR EKERÖ AND SK ÄRHOLMEN:

HORNSBERG STRANDPARK 

HAMMARBY  SJÖSTAD

SMEDSUDDSBADET

Located in Gamla Stan, this “waterfront” is one of the first places that tourists visit, because it is right at the centre of the old town, and 
the metro is very close. Despite being a popular place on tourist books, this waterfront is actually mainly used for transit from 
Södermalm to Östermalm.  Eventhough invisible on the picture, this waterfront is actually mostly dedicated to parking spaces (used by 
locals). Very few are the ones who stay and experience the water. 

SKEPPSBROKAGEN
This is one of the most popular “waterfront” space of Stockholm. Located by the side of Stadshuset - it has become a major touristic 
attraction. However, the actual interface with the water is very minimal, and is strictly for viewing purposes. 

This boat was turned into an affordable bed and breakfast, right at the centre of the city.  It carries historical and cultural meanings, that 
are, together with its strategic location, essential to the cultural image of Stockholm. The interface is here interesting, as the body of 
water is used for static stay. This is a place where people go on, where the pedestrian spaces are intertwined with water, similar to 
Mälarpaviljongen. 

The new Slussen masterplan will be highly connected to water (as its location forces it). However, it seems like the body of water will be 
used mainly for transit, rather than for stay - and the water interfaces are minimal.
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POSSIBLE FUTURE

Water  becomes a  
physical ,  socia l  and 
environmental  
connec tor  (again)  -  
and ac ts  as  a  tool  to  
br idge societ ies.  
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CATALOGUE OF NE W POSSIBLE INTERFACES WITH WATER
(E VALUATION MADE UPON CHARAC TER)
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Söderholmsgränd
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1 KUNGLIGA AQUAPONICS HÖGSKOLA
MAIN BUILDINGS
AQUAPONICS AND HYDROPONICS FACILITY
GREENHOUSES AND GROW FIELDS 
ON WATER SMALL FISH BASINS 
STUDENT HOUSING 

2 REVITALIZED INDUTSRIAL PORT, EKERÖ
NEW WATERSCAPES 
NATURAL SWIMMING POOL 
MIDDLE INCOME HOUSING 
INTEGRATED STORMWATER SYSTEMS 
REVITALIZED WAREHOUSES 
PONTOONS AND BRIDGES 
INDOOR LOCAL MARKET 

3 THE FLOATING HOUSE OF PEOPLE
OUTDOOR CINEMA
KAYAK RENTAL 
INFORMATION DESK 
BOAT TRANSPORT TRANSFER 
ARTIFICIAL BEACH 
WATER STAIRS 
RESTAURANT 

4 SKÄRHOLMEN WATER SQUARE 
BOAT TRANSPORT TRANSFER
CONNECTIVE PONTOONS 
RESTAURANT AND CAFE 
INCUBATOR AND EXHIBITION SPACE 
SKATING AND KAYAK RENTAL 
OUTDOOR MARKET SPACE 
MIXED-USE STREET WITH STORMWATER SYSTEMS
NEW BUS STOP 

6 SLAGSTA PORT STOP 
NEW MIXED HOUSING 
PUBLIC WATER SPACES 
INTEGRATED STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
LARGE PORT FOR TRANSIT OR STOP 

7 NATURAL VIEW PIER
ON WATER PIER 
VIEW POINT
NATURAL AND EXTENDED WETLANDS 
CONNECTIVE PONTOON 
CONNECTIONS TO THE FOREST RESERVE
BOAT STOP  

PUBLIC BOAT TRANSPORT
DESSERVING ALL LOCAL DESTINATIONS
PRESERVATION OF THE EXISTING SLAGSTA ROUTE
DIRECT TRANSFERS TO STOCKHOLM SLUSSEN OR
SODERMALM
  

5 NATURAL RESERVE PIER
ONWATER PIER 
CONNECTIVE FLOATING SHOREWAYS 
FOREST TRACKS TO HIGH ELEVATION 
NATURAL AND EXTENDED WETLANDS 



incubator

kayak club

café

sh
op

1st floor 
commerce

1st floor 
commerce1st floor 

commerce1st floor 
commerce

restaurant
restaurant

3 stories 
housing

3 stories 
housing

3 stories 
housing

2 stories 
housing

café

we
lco

me
 

de
sk

ca
fé

aquaponic

school lab

learning 

centre

aquaponic

school lab

learning 

centre

In the afternoon, the teacher takes us to 
the lab where all the fish produce plenty 
of food! This is so much fun and you 
learn everything about the water!

Being part of the Agroponic University of 
Ekerö allows us to come on wednesdays to 
the other side of the shore to sell the best 
local food that we produced in the green 
houses thanks to the aquaponics of lake 
Mälaren!
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MIXED USE PUBLIC SPACE
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GROW HOUSE FOR SCHOOL

LOCAL MARKET OPENED FOR 
LOCALLY GROWN AND MADE 
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MARKET

H
IG

H
 S

CH
O

O
L

N
EW

 B
U

S 
ST

O
P

CA
FÉ

 A
N

D
 S

H
O

P

RE
ST

AU
RA

N
T

CA
FÉ

EX
H

IB
IT

IO
N

 A
N

D
 IN

CU
BA

TO
R 

SP
AC

E

KA
YA

K 
RE

N
TA

L 
SU

M
M

ER
IC

E 
SK

AT
IN

G
 O

FF
IC

E 
W

IN
TE

R

M
IX

ED
 U

SE
 S

TR
EE

T

M
ID

D
LE

 S
CH

O
O

L

VÅ
RB

ER
G

 B
O

AT
 S

TO
P

LO
CA

L 
M

AR
KE

T

AQ
UA

PO
N

IC
 G

RO
W

 H
O

U
SE

There is a 
wonderful 
temporal 
exhibition in the 
incubator this 
weekend, shall 
we go? We have 
free passes with 
our university 
credentials!

Good idea! ‘
I need to spend 
some time working 
on the computers 
there anyways! 
Have you seen that 
they also have free 
books on water 
sustainability? 

Winter or summer, 
this place is the 
best! We have so 
much different 
activities now after 
school! My favorite 
is to learn how to 
feed the fish in the 
aquaponics!

I like to play hockey 
on this round 
ice-skating while 
grandma is at the 
exhibition!

This place has really 
changed since the 
great water 
developments. I just 
feel like the water has 
brought us together. I 
would never have 
spent time on this side 
of the shore otherwise! 

DE TAILED MASTER PLAN OF SK ÄRHOLMEN WATER SQUARE (4) 
1:5000



Now that we are being taught that 
wetlands are an essential natural elements 
for the re-establishment of the ecosystem,
 we really appreciate the beauty that they 
generate, and the local species can come 
backin their natural landscape!

incubator

INDOOR WINTER 
LOCAL FOOD AND PRODUCT 
MARKET

LOCAL EKERÖ BREWERY

COWORKING SPACE 

INTEGRATED NEIGHRBORHOOD
STORM WATER SYSTEM

INDOOR 
OUTDOOR GYM

WATER PUBLIC
SPACES FOR ALL

AQUAPONICS UNIVERSITY OF EKERÖ

During the winter months, when the local 
outdoor food market in Skärholmen is not 
as used, there is a wonderful indoor winter 
garden where local food and produces are 
being sold. Mostly food produced at the 
university of agroponics of Ekerö

Since we are retired, we have been waiting 
for some life in this neighborhood! This is 
the best and most engaging revitalization 
of the industrial port. And travelling with all 
these boats has become very easy for us!
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DE TAILED MASTER PLAN OF THE RE VITALIZATION

OF THE EKERÖ INDUSTRIAL POR T AREA (2)

1:3000



Mmm this 
local fish is 
so good!

Should we go to the local 
market tomorrow? I think 
Rida will be selling her 
products there. 

“I’m a goddam marvel of 
modern science!”

Next stop: “the Water 
Square”

Next stop: “Kungliska
Aquaponics Högskola”

Line A: to Skärholmen 
waterfront

Mum? What are 
these long plants? 

These are called 
“reeds”, they are the 
home of a lot of very 
small fish - they stay 
there until they 
reach their full size!  

Great! The movie is 
not finished! Can 
you grab some 
beers and I will park 
the kayak? 

So glad we went to 
the temporal 
exhibition this 
afternoon. And what 
a lovely sunset!

One flew over a 
cuckoo’s nest! This is 
my favorite movie!

Such good 
accoustic! and what 
a setting!

Hm... I never 
thought water could 
be so attractive, uh 
hektor?

woof

haha!

Woa! What an 
incredible place!!

Are you looking for 
a part time job? 
They are hiring at 
the aquaponics farm 
on skärholmen. 5 
min boat transfer!

Did you know that 
all the energy 
required to make 
this platform work is 
generated by these 
windmills? Oh I just saw a fish 

jumping! So many 
of them now... 

TO EKERÖ WATERFRONT

TO SKÄRHOLMEN WATERFRONT

WHAT IS  IT  L IKE TO SEE THE SUNSE T ON THE WATER SQUARE? (3) 


