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National drug trafficking providing a local drug market in a medium-sized 

city in Sweden with illegal drugs: A mixed method study 

 

Veronica Hedström 

Emelie Pettersson 

Emma Strand 

 

Abstract 
 

Introduction: The Police in Sundsvall has identified a problem of an open drug market in the 

inner city of Sundsvall. Behind an open drug market there is an organization that consists of several 

steps. Internet also contributes to a drug trafficking. There is research about how the illegal drugs 

arrive to Sweden, but no research about what happens with the drugs after they have entered 

Sweden. Aim: The study aimed to examine how the national drug trafficking provides an illegal 

local drug market in Sundsvall with illegal drugs in a medium sized city in the middle of Sweden. 

In order to do so, the researchers studied the most common illegal drugs that are transported to the 

local market and how the illegal drugs arrive to the local market. Method: This study has a mixed 

method design and are divided into three parts. The first part is quantitative and consists of statistics 

from the Board of Customs. The second part is qualitative and consists of interviews with 

professionals from the Police and Customs and also with former drugs dealers and one heavy user. 

The third part is also qualitative and consists of interviews from Postnord, DHL, the Customs and 

the Police. Results: It was concluded in the results that cannabis and amphetamine were the most 

common illegal drugs on the local market in Sundsvall. It was also found that there are no specific 

routes that the illegal drugs are transported along to Sundsvall. It rather depends on the contacts that 

each local seller in Sundsvall has. Internet and the logistic companies were found to play an 

important role regarding the means for transportation. Discussion: The consequences and 

underlying causes of the phenomena was discussed. Also, two criminological theories were applied 

in order to explain what motivates people to involve in the transportation of illegal drugs to the 

local market and thus why illegal drugs are transported.    

 

Keywords: Illegal drugs, drug trafficking, means for transportation, local market.  

 

*In the result section, Veronica Hedström has been responsible for Part 1, Emelie Pettersson for Part 2 and Emma 

Strand for Part 3. In the other parts in the thesis, the researches have been equally responsible. 
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Introduction 

The Police in Sundsvall has stated that there is an open drug market, and openly use of drugs, in the 

inner city of Sundsvall. This has resulted in problems such as a perceived sense of unsafety in the 

inner city among those who live in- or close to Sundsvall. This situation is not unusual, since open 

drug markets are commonly located in inner cities, where people are in motion and to enable good 

availability for buyers (Harocopos & Hough, 2011). It was also described that the local sellers tend 

to sell the drugs on specific places so that buyers can find them without much difficulty. Having an 

open drug market can lead to several serious consequences (Knutsson, 1997; Weisburd & 

Mazerolle, 2000). The researchers further described that open drug markets can disrupt the public 

order. Also, several types of crimes, such as disorderly behavior and drug- and violent crimes, risk 

being concentrated within open drug market areas. This further creates communities with locals 

feeling insecure and unsafe (Polisen & Tullverket, 2016).   

It has come to the researchers’ knowledge before making the study that the local drug market in 

Sundsvall consists both of illegal and legal drugs. Drugs in general are chemical substances that 

affect the body and brain in different ways (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [UNODC], 

2017b). The illegal drugs are those who are illegal to use, possess or sell and that several countries 

in the world have decided to control since they are so harmful. Legal drugs are in fact medicines 

that are prescribed by a doctor and are helping people with illnesses, but these medicines can also 

be abused and are then called legal drugs. The focus of the current study will be on the illegal drugs 

and their national distribution. More specifically, the study will look into how the illegal drugs 

reach a middle-sized city in the middle of Sweden called Sundsvall. 

Drug trafficking 

Beyond open drug markets, there is illegal drug organizations with many stages providing it (May 

& Hough, 2004; UNODC, 2017a). These kinds of organizations compose as a global, illegal, 

commerce called drug trafficking which consists of people producing, importing, distributing and 

selling illegal drugs. However, the extents of drug organizations differ from each other 

(Brottsförebyggande rådet [BRÅ], 2005).  

Drug trafficking is steered of a supply and a demand (Dwyer & Moore, 2010; RAND, 2009). It was 

in the same sources reported that if there is a demand of illegal drugs in a community, illegal drugs 

will be supplied to that community. The demand forces a supply, since the drugs are strongly 

addictive and therefore the demand for them get strong (Riksförbundet Narkotikafritt Samhälle 

[RNS], 2017). The quantity of illegal drugs that is available on a market determines the supply, 
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while the quantity that users have a desire to buy determines a demand. The relationship between 

supply and demand play an important role in understanding and analysing drug markets and also to 

make up interventions. Three types of groups have been identified that effect the supply and the 

demand (RAND, 2009). Firstly, there are providers, which are those producing the illegal drugs and 

who provides drug trafficking. Secondly, there are facilitators, which are those who are responsible 

for transporting and delivering the illegal drugs, produced by the providers, to the final retail 

market. These two groups are the ones that are important in the matter of supply. The last group are 

end-users, which are the ones that finally buy the drugs on the retail market with a purpose of using 

them and in this way they are the ones that effect the demand of drugs. 

The profit from the drug trafficking is an important source of income for the organized crime that 

often is further used to support other areas within organized criminality (Polisen & Tullverket, 

2016). At the same time, being involved in drug trafficking also comes with the risk of getting 

caught and further sentenced to jail (Polisen, 2017a). According to Medel, Lu and Chow (2015), the 

drug trafficking is built on rational strategies by the people involved. This is consistent with the 

rational choice theory, which suggest that the people that are involved in drug trafficking could be 

motivated to be so after considering the risks and gains (Paternoster & Simpson, 1993). Thus, they 

consider it is worth taking the risk of being sentenced to jail in order to attain the gain of earning 

illegal money.  

At the same time, people that are involved in these organizations constitute a hierarchy whereas the 

motivation to be involved in drug trafficking and illegal drug markets could depend on where in the 

hierarchy the person is. For example, the local sellers on the open market are found in the bottom of 

the hierarchy (Harocopos & Hough, 2011). These sellers are further likely to be excluded from the 

society, with no job and to sell drugs so that they are able to provide drugs for themselves and for 

their own use. This is consistent with an adapting strategy called retreatism of the strain theory, 

which claims that drug abusers tend to create their own goals (getting high) and means (selling 

drugs), as a result of being socially excluded and thus lack socially accepted means in order to 

attain goals set up by the society (Merton, 1938). However, also according to the strain theory, 

mainly according to the adapting strategy innovation, the people who can be found far down in the 

hierarchy can use selling drugs as a mean also in order to attain the indeed established mean in a 

society (Merton, 1938).   

The impact of Internet 

Mail and packages is considered to be a new and modern way to transport illegal drugs, due to the 

Internet (Polisen & Tullverket, 2016). This is especially true when it comes to drugs that are not so 
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common on the physical drug market. Drug trafficking based on a commerce on the Internet has 

been a problem since the beginning of the Internet (Polisen & Tullverket, 2016). During the year 

2011, the drugs commerce on the Internet expanded as a result of encrypted markets, such as 

Darknet1 and Flugsvamp2, and a comprehensive commerce of drugs had its beginning. These 

encrypted markets enable a person to be anonymous which resulted in a big range of customers. 

The complexity of the anonymity makes the drug market hard to control for the authorities. 

Moreover, due to a substantial availability of illegal drugs on the internet, the extent of illegal drugs 

transported by logistic companies increases as the drugs are sent by mail and packages (Polisen & 

Tullverket, 2016).  

Swedish legislation regarding illegal drugs and drug trafficking  

In Sweden, it is against the law to produce, acquire, possess, sell, reposit and use illegal drugs as 

well as mediate contacts between a seller and buyer of illegal drugs (Polisen, 2017a). The laws 

regulating this are mainly Narkotikastrafflagen (SFS 1968:64) and Lagen om straff för smuggling 

(SFS 2000:1225). The least severe consequences of committing an illegal drug related crime is 

having to pay a fee or being sentenced to jail to a maximum of six months. The most severe 

consequence is to being sentenced to jail for a ten-year penalty. Which consequence is dispensed 

depends on the level of severity of the specific crime, such as amount of drugs. Handling a big 

amount of drugs is perceived as more severe than a small amount. If the crime is committed within 

a criminal network and if the drugs are aimed to be a part of a big illegal commerce, the severity of 

the crime increases further (Polisen, 2017a).  

The work against drug trafficking 

The Police and the Customs strategically work together against the organized drug related problem 

and this cooperation is very important when it comes to reducing the illegal drugs that enters 

Sweden and are transported within Sweden (Polisen, 2017c; Polisen & Tullverket, 2013). One 

reason to why it is important is because the Police do not have the authority to control the postal 

stream that is sent nationally in Sweden (Polisen, 2017c).  

In all, the Police’s main focus regarding illegal drugs is to reduce all types of illegal drugs within 

Sweden (Polisen, 2017b). In order to do this, the Police works to improve the communication 

between the regions in Sweden to comprehend how all levels of the criminality in a national 

                                                 
1 Darknet is an encrypted part of the internet (encrypted market) where particular web-browser is required to be able to 

enter it (Polisen & Tullverket, 2016).  
2 Flugsvamp is an encrypted market on the internet for the Swedish internal commerce regarding drugs (Polisen & 

Tullverket, 2016). 
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perspective regarding illegal drugs are related to one another (Polisen, 2017c). The criminality 

regarding illegal drugs in Sweden is comprehensive and therefore the Police work at different levels 

to reduce it (Polisen, 2017b). The Police work at a local, national as well as in an international 

level. On the local level, the Police partly work with different interventions towards environments 

where there typically is a lot of illegal drugs and also with reducing the illegal drugs locally by 

cooperating with different social actors in the local community. The vision by the Police is to 

decrease the exposure of illegal drugs in the society as well as the recruitment for drug abuse. 

Furthermore, on both the national and international level, the Police systematically gather 

information about the organized drug offenses to be able to survey and identify the criminal 

networks. Also, the Police has an international cooperation against the illegal drugs that are border-

crossing (Polisen, 2017b).  

The Board of Customs is an authority that collect customary fees and taxes (Tullverket, 2016). 

Also, the Customs works at the national borders to control goods that enters Sweden and goods that 

are being exported from Sweden. The Customs aims to work as efficient as possible to prevent 

illegal smuggling [illegal drugs, weapons, alcohol] and at the same time to simplify the legal flow 

(Tullverket, 2017). In addition, to further prevent the illegal smuggling, the customs officers in 

Sweden has an international cooperation with customs officers in other countries.  

Established routes of illegal drugs  

 Routes to Sweden. Both national and international reports have been published where 

drug trafficking is described in a profound manor (European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 

Addiction [EMCDDA], 2016; Polisen & Tullverket, 2016). Cannabis, which includes marijuana 

and hash are the most common illegal drugs in Sweden (Polisen & Tullverket, 2016). The hash that 

arrives to Sweden mainly origin from Marocko and are further transported to Spain and Netherlands 

before finally reaching Sweden. Afghanistan has lately become an important origin country of hash, 

while Albania has become important regarding the distribution further in Europe. Also, cannabis 

that arrive to Sweden are imported from Czehia, Netherlands, Belgium and Albania through 

Germany and Denmark. Cannabis usually arrive to Sweden by mail, packages and motor vehicle 

but also passenger train. The prevalence of native cultivations of cannabis has increased in Sweden 

the latest years and is now existing everywhere in Sweden.  

Amphetamine is the third most common drug in Sweden (Polisen & Tullverket, 2016). The 

amphetamine that flows in the Nordic countries origin from Netherlands but also Belgium and 

Poland. The smuggling of amphetamine that goes by mail that arrive to Arlanda, cars and cargo 

transports by Öresundsbron and in the ferry services. Also, since most of the amphetamine is 
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produced in Europe, the amphetamine is transported in the established flow of transports within 

Europe. Sweden is provided with amphetamine from countries that on a daily basis have transports 

of legal products to Sweden, thus the amphetamine is transported together with these the legal 

products.  

Cocaine is not as common as cannabis or amphetamine, but seems to be increasing in Sweden 

(Polisen & Tullverket, 2016). The cocaine is produced in Colombia, Peru and Bolivia while 

Belgium, Netherlands and Spain are important countries in order to import the cocaine to Europe. 

The smaller amounts of cocaine arrive by mail to Sweden while the bigger amounts are transported 

by cars and trucks. The Balkans also provide Sweden with cocaine but in a less extent and the 

cocaine then arrives by some form of motor vehicle.  

 Routes within Sweden. It has been identified that illegal drugs are typically imported 

through the borders of Norway and Finland and also from Denmark via Öresundsbron (Polisen & 

Tullverket, 2016). There are also common entries that are regional and local. When importing the 

drugs, organized networks in Sweden typically cooperate with criminal networks from the country 

that the drugs are being imported from. When the drugs are being received to the Swedish 

networks, the drugs are usually further smuggled, distributed and/or sold.  

Relevance of the study 

As stated above, there are detailed reports about the origin countries of illegal drugs and also how 

these drugs are transported between countries, both globally and within Europe. However, to the 

researchers’ knowledge, there seem to be no studies nor information about how the illegal drugs 

finally end up in local markets, not in Sweden nor in other countries. In order to eliminate organized 

drug crime, it is relevant to disclose all stages of the drug trafficking chain (Polisen & Tullverket, 

2016). The current study adds to the research regarding drug trafficking, by investigating the last 

stages of a chain that ends in Sweden. More specifically, how the drugs are being transported within 

Sweden and finally to a local drug market.  

 A Problem-oriented approach. This study is a part of Problem-Oriented Policing. When 

working according to Problem-Oriented Policing, a specific problem within the responsibility of the 

Police is studied (Center for Problem Oriented Policing [POP], 2017). The purpose with POP is to 

gather information about that specific problem in order to develop new and successful ways for 

working against it. This study uses this approach to confront the problems regarding how illegal 

drugs are provided to the drug market in Sundsvall. It could be necessary to establish deep 
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knowledge about this, so that relevant authorities can create effective management strategies 

towards the national drug trafficking which in turn could help prevent the drug market in Sundsvall. 

Research question and objectives 

The purpose of the study was to examine how the national drug trafficking provides an illegal local 

drug market with illegal drugs in a medium sized city in the middle of Sweden.  

Which are the most common illegal drugs that are transported to the local market in 

Sundsvall?  

How does the major part of illegal drugs arrive to the local market in Sundsvall?  

Method 
Methodological framework 

This study is a part of problem-solving method called the “SARA-model” that the Police in 

Sundsvall are using to work against the open drug market in Sundsvall. The SARA-model contains 

of the four elements Scanning, Analysis, Response and Assessment (POP, 2017). The first step, 

scanning, is already performed by the Police and they then identified the problem regarding an open 

drug market and use of drugs in the inner city of Sundsvall. This study compose step two of the 

model, the analysis. This step seeks get deep understanding of the problem by studying the specific 

problem with a particular focus. In order to do this, information about what precede, surrounds and 

enables the problem also aims to be identified.  

Study design   

This study has a mixed method design and uses triangulation to provide a nuanced answer to the 

research question. By using both qualitative and quantitative methods, when studying the same 

research question, the strengths and weaknesses of each design are complimenting one another 

(Abowitz & Toole, 2010). Soft indicators (e.g., data derived from interviews) has sometimes been 

criticized for being less reliable, however it also provides information not possible to collect in 

other ways (Svensson & Ahrne, 2011). When using triangulation and approaching the same 

problem from different angles, the reliability of a study will increase (Svensson & Ahrne, 2011).  

This study was further approached from three different perspectives:  

Part 1 is the quantitative part of the study which consists of statistics of seizures made by the 

Customs. Hard indicators (e.g., statistics), provide the possibility of measuring a phenomenon but 

are limited to the information collected (Brå, 2015). In the current study, the statistics are limited to 

the work developed by the seizures of the Customs which of course does not represent all drugs that 
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enters in Sweden. The statistics are descriptive, since the purpose with the statistics was to identify 

what have been reported about illegal drugs (Fitzgerald & Fitzgerald, 2014). Therefore, only 

frequencies and percentages are presented.  

Part 2 is one of two qualitative parts of the study. This part consists of a summary of information 

derived from interviews with professionals from the Police and Customs but also with former drug 

dealers and a current drug user (Participants 01, 05, 06, 08, 09, 10 & 11). The aim of this part was 

to study the mechanisms behind the transportation of illegal drugs to the local market. The part 

includes information about the participant’s perception about transportation routes and means of 

transportation within Sweden that facilitators involved in drug trafficking use in order to provide 

Sundsvall with illegal drugs. It was firstly investigated which drugs that are perceived as common 

on the local drug market and in this way find out which drugs compose the problem according to 

the interviewees. Thus, although this part is qualitative, it also includes terms of frequencies. This 

was found necessary since Part 1 of the study did not provide any information about illegal drugs in 

Sundsvall specifically, nor did it provide information about transportation of illegal drugs to 

Sundsvall specifically. This due to the fact that no seizures had been made there. Since the current 

study has a problem policing-approach and has a specific focus on Sundsvall, this part of the study 

aimed to complement the statistics by providing the study with information about the participants’ 

perception about the types of illegal drugs in Sundsvall specifically. It was further the transportation 

and national distribution of these specific illegal drugs that were further investigated in this part 

(Part 1) of the study. 

Part 3 is the second qualitative part of the study. This part consists of a summary of information 

from interviews with professionals from the Police, Customs, Postnord and DHL (Participants 01, 

02, 03, 04, 05, 06, 07 & 11). This part consists of information of the participants’ perception about 

which are the most common illegal drugs that are sent to Sundsvall by mail and packages through 

the logistic companies as well as information about how these drugs arrive to Sundsvall. Thus, as 

Part 2, Part 3 includes frequencies although being a qualitative, since the statistics from Part 1 could 

not provide enough information about Sundsvall in regard to illegal drugs sent by mail and 

packages. Moreover, the impact of Internet was studied. 

Statistics 

The researchers were given access to statistics from the Customs. These statistics consisted of 

seizures of drugs (N=2455) that the Customs have made at the borders to Sweden and within 

Sweden between the years of 2010-2015. Since the focus of this study was illegal drugs, all the 

seizures of legal drugs and doping drugs were excluded. The remaining number of seizures that 
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were included in the study consisted of a total of 1284 seizures. The statistics was used in order to 

identify the most common illegal drugs in Sweden, in which places the most seizures of illegal 

drugs were made and what means for transportation that were most common when transporting 

illegal drugs to Sweden.  

 Variables. The original dataset consisted of seven different variables. These variables were 

type of illegal drug, mean for transportation, amount of drugs, unit, frequency of seizures, year and 

place where the seizure was made. The variables type of illegal drug, mean of transportation and 

place were then recoded. For example, the drug types amphetamine solid, amphetamine liquid and 

amphetamine tablets were recoded into one variable simply called amphetamine, the means of 

transportation railway vagon and passenger train were recoded into one variable called train and the 

places Grisslehamn, Bromma and Stockholms län were recoded into one variable called Stockholm 

and so on. Most of the places were grouped depending on which county the place belongs to except 

for Arlanda and Öresundsbron which was recoded as own variables. The reason to why these places 

were not included in the county of Skåne and Stockholm (which they otherwise would go under) 

was because the researches wanted to be able to analyse these variables by themselves. Moreover, 

the variables Svinesund do not belong to any county in Sweden since it is a border between Sweden 

and Norway and unknown airport could not be categorized to any specific county, therefore these 

two variables were recoded as own variables. Also, all the illegal drugs in the dataset were recoded 

into one variable called illegal drugs. The Customs made one seizure of illegal drugs in a stock, but 

since it is not a mean of transportation it was excluded from the study. The variables were recoded 

so that they would be easier to work with. When recoding the variables, it was possible to 

distinguish specific drugs, county and means of transportation and in that way choose which drug, 

county or mean of transportation that would be analysed.  

 Statistical analysis. The statistics in this study were analysed using SPSS. In order to 

answer the questions which drugs, means for transportation and county that were the most common 

among the seizures from the Customs, contingency- and frequency tables and graphs were created.  

Interviews 

 Sampling procedure. A selectively sampling of key informants was used (Tremblay, 

1957). Key informants are persons that holds valuable information within a specific area, as a result 

of being well educated or well experienced within that area (Vito & Higgins, 2015). It was found 

essential to gather information from participants with particular expertise regarding the objectives 

of the study. Also, the snowball sampling method was used (Eriksson-Zetterquist & Ahrne, 2011). 

Contacts at the local Police, Customs, DHL and Postnord was established that in turn led to the 
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informants at Customs and DHL on a national level. The majority of the participants who proposed 

additional persons to the study, proposed professionals within the same institution as them and who 

they believed could hold valuable information. Moreover, information from two former drug 

dealers and one heavy user was included in the study. These three participants were gathered from a 

collective association for ex-convicts (KRIS) and from a social care place which attend heavy users 

(Slink In). By using key informants with different perspectives and knowledge, it increases the 

reliability of the information collected (Tremblay, 1957). 

 Participants. The study included a total of eleven participants with varied professions and 

distinctions (see Table 1). Two professionals from the Police and further three from Customs were 

included since it was found beneficial in order to provide the study with deep and complementary 

information. This, because each of these two authorities work to prevent drug trafficking and both 

have insight in the issue but each of them also have their own expertise and area of knowledge. 

These professionals all worked on different position with different functions and focus. Further, one 

professional from Postnord and two from DHL were included. This because of that Postnord is one 

of the leading logistic company that offers postal services within the Nordic countries (Postnord, 

2017). Also, DHL is an international logistic company and is part a of the world’s prominent postal 

and logistics company Deutsche Post DHL Group (DHL, 2017). DHL delivers both packages and 

mail worldwide and takes care of customers’ needs within the logistics. These professionals were 

interviewed in order to gather information about to what extent the drug market in Sundsvall is 

provided with illegal drugs through mail or packages and also about routines regarding handling 

drugs sent this way.  

Further, two participants were former drug dealers and used to sell drugs in Sundsvall. These were 

included to provide the study with valuable inside information about the drug trafficking leading up 

to Sundsvall, information that perhaps is concealed and that the professionals included in the study 

lack knowledge about. Lastly, one participant was an active drug user who was included in the 

study in order to give information according to his perspective. It was believed that a user of drugs 

in Sundsvall could hold hidden and also current information about the drug trafficking, information 

acquired from being a part of the market since he was a buyer. 
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 Sample characteristics.  

 

                      Table 1. Characteristics of the sample 

Code number Gender Age Distinction 

Participant 01 Male 
55-65 years 

Customs 

Participant 02 Male 
45-55 years 

Customs 

Participant 03  Male 
55-65 years 

DHL Freight  

Participant 04 
Male 35-45 years 

DHL Express 

Participant 05 Male 
30-40 years 

Police 

Participant 06 Male 35-45 years 
Police 

Participant 07 Male 25-35 years 
Postnord 

Participant 08 Male 25-35 years 
Former drug dealer  

Participant 09 Male 25-35 years 
Former drug dealer  

Participant 10 Male 25-35 years 
Heavy user 

Participant 11 Male 45-55 years 
Customs 

 

 

Instrument 

 Semi-structured interviews. Expert interviews were conducted both face-to-face and 

through telephone with professionals from the Police, Customs, Postnord and DHL. Telephone 

interviews were conducted because the participants were located in different places in Sweden. 

However, telephone interviews provide equally relevant information as interviews conducted face-

to-face (Sturges & Hanrahan, 2004). All respondents were asked questions, although modified to 

some extent during the process, attached to interview themes that were determined beforehand and 

used as a guide when collecting data. These themes concerned common illegal drugs in Sundsvall, 

routes and means of transportation within Sweden to Sundsvall, the organizations handling the drug 

trafficking, sending illegal drugs by mail and packages and the work against illegal drugs. For more 

information about the interview guides, see Appendix 1. These themes were found relevant for the 

study since they reflect and capture the aim of the study and the study objectives. The respondents 
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were given information beforehand through email about the interview themes and also potential 

questions attached to them. This was done so that the participants could prepare themselves and 

thus provide as elaborated information as possible. All the respondents were interviewed at one 

occasion each, but some were contacted afterwards by email for completing questions and 

clarification. The average time of the interviews was approximately 40 minutes.  

The interviews were audio recorded and transcribed for analysis when possible. If not possible, the 

interviews were recorded through simultaneous manual transcription. In the case of the two former 

drug dealers, the researchers had access to the information through communication with the 

interviewer afterwards. The interviews were preferably audio recorded because it provides an 

unbiased transliteration of the documented data when the researcher does not need to interpret what 

is said during the interviews (Flick, 2014). 

 Data Analysis. After transcribing the data, a thematic analysis was performed. Such 

analysis is used to identify patterns and systematically get the essential data (Braun & Clarke, 

2006). The first phase of the analysis was to get an overview of the material and get familiar with 

the information, by going through the transcriptions several times. Further, a coding of the data was 

made to distinguish relevant information by placing data from the interviews under the matching 

interview theme. During this process, additional patterns in the data were distinguished which led to 

further themes and subthemes. Thus, the themes in the analysis were partly the themes from the 

interviews but also themes that emerged during the analysis process (Braun & Clarke, 2006). 

Ethical concerns  

The statistics in this study had nothing to do with specific individuals and therefore there were no 

ethical concerns attached to that part of the study. Ethical concerns were however taken into 

account in the qualitative part of the study and these concerns were dealt with in different ways. 

Here, four ethical principles were considered (Vetenskapsrådet, 2002). The first principle was the 

need of information, which means that the participants were informed about the project and the 

purpose of the specific study, also that their participation in the study was totally voluntary. The 

second principle was the need of consent, which means that the participants themselves control over 

their participation and in what forms they want to participate. It also includes that if a participant 

wants to rescind their consent they could do without any consequences and the information from 

that person would be excluded from the study. The third principle was the need of confidentiality, 

which means that the participants in this study were given total confidentiality since the participants 

were given a codename that was used when presented the information in the study and thus the 

information could not be retraced to a specific person. The head responsible for the project and the 
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researches of this study offered professional secrecy so that the participants would feel secure 

providing true and relevant facts and to ensure that no unauthorized person will get hold of 

information that can be a harm to the participants in any way. The fourth principle was to inform 

participants about the use, which means that information provided by the participants will only be 

used for this study and for other scientific purposes. But not in any other ways.  

The participants were given an information sheet with the information described above before the 

interview began. When the interviews were performed face-to-face, the information sheet was 

handed out to the participants while if the interviews were performed over telephone the 

interviewers read the information out loud to the interviewees. For a further description of the 

information sheet see Appendix 2. Moreover, the participants were asked permission about audio 

recording the interviews.   

Results 
 

Part 1. Reported seizures of illegal drugs within- and at the borders to Sweden 

 Type of illegal drugs. Concerning which drugs that were common nationally, cannabis 

was found to be the most preeminent drug among the seizures since it was about three times more 

common than amphetamine that was the second most common, see figure 1 (for the associated table 

see Appendix 3, table 1). Opium, LSD and GHB were the least common illegal drugs according to 

the statistics. If comparing the seizures of the drugs between the years, from 2010 to 2015, the 

result of which drugs that were most common showed to be the same, cannabis was the absolutely 

most common drug every year and then amphetamine (for table see Appendix 3, table 2). However, 

some year kat was found to be equally common as amphetamine and some years almost as 

common. This indicated that when only looked at the total frequency, it was a bit misleading 

regarding these two drugs and therefore it was necessary to also look between the years in order to 

get a more relevant picture. In contrast, when comparing the seizures between the years it showed 

that cannabis had the highest frequency of seizures every year which means that when looking at 

the total amount, the frequency was not misleading regarding cannabis.  
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 Seizures of illegal drugs. In order to see how the seizures of illegal drugs were distributed 

in Sweden they were placed on a map, see figure 2 (for associated table see Appendix 3, table 3). 

When analysing the seizures of illegal drugs it was found that few seizures of illegal drugs have 

been made in Västernorrland (see table 2) which is the county that Sundsvall are located in. 

Furthermore, no seizures of illegal drugs have been made in Sundsvall specifically, see table 2. This 

could indicate that neither Sundsvall nor Västernorrland are places where the illegal drugs are 

transported to directly from other countries. Therefore, it was necessary to look at the seizures at a 

national level in order to see where the most seizures were made in Sweden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. A comparison between years and 

frequency of illegal drugs seized in Sweden 
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Figure 2. The distribution of illegal drugs seized in Sweden 2010-2015 
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Table 2. Number of illegal drugs seized in Västernorrland 2010-2015 

 
Type of drug 

 

Västernorrland 

n (%) 

 

Sundsvall 

n (%) 

 

Total 

n (%) 

Cannabis 10 (50.0) 0 10 (50.0) 

Cocaine 2 (10.0) 0 2 (10.0) 

Amphetamine 5 (25.0) 0 5 (25.0) 

Kat 1 (5.0) 0 1 (5.0) 

LSD 1 (5.0) 0 1 (5.0) 

Ecstasy  1 (5.0)  0 1 (5.0) 

Total 
20 (100.0) 0 20 (100.0) 

 

 

It was found to have been made a lot more seizures in other parts of Sweden. The most common 

places are presented in table 3. Öresundsbron and Skåne are the places where, according to the 

statistics, the major part of illegal drugs that arrive to Sweden entries. However, it differed 

depending on the type of drug. Cannabis was the drug that stood out since it was the most common 

drug in all these places (see table 3), mainly in Skåne and Öresundsbron. Other drugs that were 

common but not as common as cannabis were amphetamine, kat and ecstasy. Amphetamine was 

common in all the places except for Västra Götaland while kat only was common in Västra 

Götaland and Öresundsbron. Also, ecstasy was found to be common in Arlanda and Öresundsbron. 

When comparing table 2 and 3 it was evident that the frequency of seizures in Västernorrland and 

Sundsvall differed substantially from the places presented in table 3. This indicated that these could 

be the places in Sweden where the illegal drugs are transported from to Sundsvall.  
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Table 3. The four most common entries in Sweden where illegal drugs were seized 2010-2015 and 

type of illegal drugs that were seized in these entries 

 

 Means for transportation. Disregarding the seizures when the mean for transportation 

was unknown, the most common means for transportation, when looking at the total, were mail or 

freight followed by car and persons who travelled by ships, airplane and across borders (see table 

6). Also here, it differed depending on the type of drug. In the mail and freight, cannabis was the 

most common seized drug, even 2.5 times more common than amphetamine, ecstasy and kat that 

were the second most common drugs. Likewise in cars, cannabis was 2.5 times more common than 

amphetamine that was the second most common drug to be seized in cars. On persons who 

travelled, cannabis was almost three times more common than cocaine and kat that was the second 

most common drugs. Concluded from this, cannabis was the most preeminent drug regardless of 

mean for transportation. However, it was interesting that cocaine only stood out when persons was 

used as a mean for transportation and ecstasy only stood out when mail and freight were used.  

 
Type of drug  

  

Skåne 

 

n (%) 

 

Öresunds- 

bron  

n (%) 

 

Västra  

Götaland 

n (%) 

 

Arlanda 

 

n (%) 

 

Total 

 

n (%) 

Cannabis  
135 (38.4) 105 (29.8) 60 (17.0) 42 (11.9) 342 (100.0) 

Opium  
2 (10.5) 5 (26.3) 7 (36.8) 5 (26.3) 19 (100.0) 

Heroin  
4 (10.8) 15 (40.5) 10 (27.0) 8 (21.6) 37 (100.0) 

Cocaine  
16 (20.3) 23 (29.1) 23 (29.1) 15 (19.0) 77 (100.0) 

Amphetmine  
28 (25.5) 33 (30.0) 17 (15.5) 27 (24.5) 105 (100.0) 

Metamphetmine  
6 (23.1) 2 (7.7) 9 (34.6) 9 (34.6) 26 (100.0) 

Kat  
23 (24.0) 30 (31.3) 27 (28.1) 15 (15.6) 95 (100.0) 

LSD  
4 (17.4) 6 (26.1) 4 (17.4) 8 (34.8) 22 (100.0) 

Ecstasy   
17 (24.3) 26 (37.1) 4 (5.7) 22 (31.4) 69 (100.0)  

GHB  
6 (33.3) 2 (11.1) 3 (16.7) 7 (38.9) 18 (100.0) 

Total  
241 254 157 158 810 (100.0) 
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Table 4. Type of illegal drugs seized in within- and at the borders to Sweden and means for 

transportation 

 
Type 
of drug 

  

Ship 

 

 

Airplane 

 

 

Bus 

 

 

Con- 

tainer 

 

Truck 

 

 

 

Car 

 

 

Mail/ 

Freight 

 

Pers

on* 

 

Train 

 

 

Un- 

known** 

 

Total 

 

Cannabis  
10 4 40 3 27 108 104 97 50 125 568 

Opium  
0 0 1 0 0 6 6 6 1 6 26 

Heroin  
0 0 4 0 0 7 9 14 7 12 53 

Cocaine  
0 0 7 0 2 13 27 32 11 29 121 

Amphetamine  
2 0 11 0 8 42 39 21 13 50 186 

Meth- 

amphetamine 

 
2 0 3 0 1 18 12 5 2 9 52 

Kat  
0 0 12 0 5 22 37 26 14 16 132 

LSD  
0 0 1 0 0 3 11 3 3 7 28 

Ecstasy  
0 0 5 0 1 13 39 7 9 23 97**

* 

GHB  
0 0 1 0 0 1 11 1 0 6 20 

Total  
14 4 85 3 44 233 295 212 110 283 1283 

Note. *Person who travelled by ship, airplane and across borders. **The mean of transportations was not specified in 

the seizure. *** One seizure of ecstasy was made in a stock which was excluded from this study since it is not a mean 

of transportation, that is why the total number of ecstasy is 97 in this table and not 98 as in figure 1 (table 1 in Appendix 

3).  

 

 

Part 2.  Established ways for transporting the major part of illegal drugs to the 
local market  

Presentation of the results. The final themes derived from the qualitative data analysis 

are presented as headings in the result sections of Part 2 and Part 3. Also, subthemes are presented 

as subheadings. Under these headings, there are summaries of the provided information from the 
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interviews and also attaching quotes. Each of these quotes further have attaching code numbers and 

distinction of the represented participant.  

The most common illegal drugs on the local drug market.  

 Inconsistent perceptions. When asked about the illegal drugs on the local market in 

Sundsvall, the two participants in the study that were former drug dealers and the active drug user 

provided similar information, stating that the local market contain illegal drugs to some extent. 

However, instead of mentioning which illegal drugs that are most common, they mainly reported 

that the local market principally consists of legal drugs. The professionals’ perception was however 

that there indeed are much illegal drugs on the market and also to the extent that it truly is a 

problem. One participant from the Police stated: “I think it is a bigger problem with the illegal 

drugs [compared to the legal drugs]. I think it is more comprehensive”. He also stated that he both 

knows of sellers of legal drugs and sellers of illegal drugs in Sundsvall, who sells big amounts and 

are successful in it. However, his perception was that there is a higher frequency of those selling big 

amounts of illegal drugs.  

 

The illegal drugs. Almost all participants agreed saying that spice used to be common on 

the local market, but added that it has recently disappeared. Only one participant disagreed, 

claiming that there is indeed spice on the market and also to the extent that it could be called a 

problem: “Of course it is a problem, people are dying as a result of using it” (P06 police).  

Amphetamine, hash and marijuana stood out among the participants’ answers as the most common 

illegal drugs on the local drug market in Sundsvall. Although all professionals consistently reported 

without hesitation that amphetamine is one of the most common, it was also stated that it can be 

difficult to buy it. It was said that in order for a buyer or reseller to get a hold of amphetamine, it 

can be necessary that the buyer knows specific sellers who have these drugs in their possession and 

who also perceive the buyer or reseller as reliable: “Then you need to have a good contact that 

trusts you and who you can buy a lot from” (05 police). Thus, the amphetamine was described as 

not always visible. The perception of the drug user in the study was that the availability of 

amphetamine comes and goes in ways on the local market.  

Moreover, some reported both hash and marijuana as common while some reported that mainly 

hash is common. Participant 10 (user) for example claimed that “there is always hash available to 

buy on the market” and that “youths solely use hash”. Despite this inconsistency, both hash and 

marijuana were reported enough to be ranked as common when putting all answers together. Also, 

as opposed to amphetamine, the hash and marijuana was claimed to be easy available on the market 

since any person can buy it from several local sellers, meaning that there is no need for a buyer to 
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have specific contacts. Since amphetamine, hash and marijuana were the drugs stated among the 

majority of respondents as the most common, these three were the drugs further included in this part 

(Part 2) of the study.  

 Organized drug networks. Before presenting how the major part of the illegal drugs were 

reported to arrive to the local market, it should be noted that participants highlighted the importance 

of criminal organized drug networks, stating that every step in providing the local market with 

illegal drugs are typically organized to at least some extent by providers and facilitators. However, 

it was stated that “there are several different types of criminal groups” (P11 customs) whereas 

“there are those who see the chance of earning some cash temporarily, but then there are those who 

has made this into a system and lives on it” (P05 police). These networks were described to 

compose a hierarchy of the involved facilitators, whereas the local sellers that retail drugs on the 

open drug market in the inner city of Sundsvall are in the bottom. Moreover, the importance of 

logistics was noted: “There is a thought behind it” (P01 customs) like “now we have this guy and 

this guy handling this thing and that thing” (P01 customs). This participant further explained that 

“this must be planned out in order to be successful in the business. There is so much money in the 

picture that you of course want this to work”.  

 The starting points of the transportation within Sweden. The participants were 

firstly asked if the drugs found on the local market are imported or produced nationally/locally. The 

amphetamine and hash were stated by all participants to be imported to Sweden from other 

countries. The marijuana was however, by almost all participants, reported to be produced within 

Sweden: “Marijuana is native, which both seizures and intelligences are telling us… You buy a 

barren house in Sweden where you have big cultivations and then this is transported within the 

country” (P01 customs); “There are extremely many that have cultivations at home” (05 police). It 

was explained that it is easy to produce marijuana, as opposed to amphetamine and hash, and that 

all a person needs to do is to “buy equipment and land and stuff to get the production going…[to] 

make a whole lot of money on it” (P05 police). However, some of the marijuana was also reported 

to be imported from other countries just like amphetamine and hash: “During the year of 2015, it 

was said that Sweden was self-sufficient with marijuana. But, now it is said that this is no longer 

true. It comes from foreign countries now as well” (P06 police).   

The participants further disagreed regarding if the Swedish marijuana on the local market in 

Sundsvall is produced locally or provided from other parts of Sweden. It was partly stated that the 

marijuana is produced in houses in discreet areas, such as in the woods, close to Sundsvall and that 

“criminal entrepreneurs buy cheap houses in the inland of northern Sweden and produce in a big 
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scale” (P05 police). However, it was also reported that ”there are productions of marijuana in 

Västernorrland, but it [the market of it] is not self-sufficient. The market is therefore provided with 

marijuana from other parts of Sweden” (P06 police). The marijuana produced locally was explained 

to be provided to the local drug market via local sellers who buys it from the providers growing it 

and then these local sellers in turn resell it on the local market. The marijuana imported from other 

countries, or provided from other parts of Sweden, was explained to be transported the same way as 

the amphetamine and hash are transported. Since not many differences could be distinguished 

between the three drugs regarding transportation, they are in many sections of the following 

presentation of the results in this part of the study (Part 2) unitized and addressed to as for example 

the drugs.   

 Entries to Sweden. The drugs were consistently reported first arriving to Sweden along 

with the big streams of drugs that are being imported: which is through the south borders of 

Sweden: “The drugs arrive to south of Sweden…We have Stockholm, Malmö and Gothenburg and 

areas close to these to where the drugs are being imported, we believe” (P01 customs). In line with 

this, the participant further mentioned: “Öresundsbron with the traffic they have over there. Then 

Helsingborg. Then we also have…Karlskrona. Then of course the airports Arlanda and Landvetter 

(P01 customs).  

Öresundsbron, Helsingborg and Arlanda stood out amongst all answers as the entries to Sweden 

that the majority of these drugs are transported through. For example, one participant claimed that 

“When it comes to illegal drugs, then Öresundsbron is absolutely dominating…This is mainly true 

with big seizures… If we consider the frequency of the big consignments of the narcotics, then it is 

Öresundsbron and Helsingborg that are the deal. It can arrive big consignments to the other entries 

as well, but you do not have the same frequency” (P11 customs); “Öresundsbron…the biggest 

crime scene in Europe…enormous amounts have been seized there” (P01 customs). Respondents 

further stated that choice of entry do not differ in any significant extent depending on type of illegal 

drug, but is was mentioned that the amphetamine is more often than hash and marijuana imported 

via Frihamnen in Stockholm, and sometimes also through the borders in north of Sweden.  

 Sundsvall as an entry. All participants stated that neither one of the three types of drugs 

are in any significant extent being transported from other countries directly to Sundsvall. Therefore, 

it was said that not much supervision is being made there: “We do not make supervisions on 

Midlanda. We rather work with intelligences and we do not get intelligences of importation of 

drugs there” (P06 police). An additional respondent reported:  
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Sundsvall is not an entry for drugs to Sweden…It almost never happens that we are out on Midlanda 

[airport in Sundsvall] making seizures…We do not make much seizures here, but we neither do 

much controls… We cannot exclude the possibility of Sundsvall being an entry of drugs. It can 

might as well be so, but we have not received such intelligences. (P01 customs) 

Also, when speaking about the involved facilitators transporting the drugs, the participant further 

said that they “evaluate the risks of getting caught” and perhaps choose to import- and transport the 

drugs through places where it is perceived to be the least number of “staff making controls”.   

 The step following an entry. Even though it was stated that the drugs can go anywhere 

once they have entered Sweden, it was reported by a couple of the participants that the drugs are as 

a first step typically taken to somewhere safe, to a hub. Hubs were described as places in where the 

illegal drugs are reloaded for further transportation or stored and divided into smaller segments for 

further retail of it on local drug markets. It was also mentioned that there are several hubs along an 

entire transportation route from the country in which the drug is produced to a final retail market 

somewhere in the world. In line with this, one participant reported: 

They [the drugs] are surely imported to these big harbors and cities, but then you can go directly to 

calmer areas with less traffic where you have a house and garage and where there is some 

peace…There must be a safe place to reload the drugs and divide the consignments to smaller 

segments. (P01 customs) 

 Routes for transportation. The participants were asked if there are any established routes 

that the drugs are typically being transported along from the hubs in south of Sweden to Sundsvall. 

One participant answered the following: 

We know that each criminal organization have specific routes when transporting the narcotics 

through Sweden. During an investigation, we can see that they have been there maybe three, four, 

five times before and then we see that it is perhaps the same route...each organization has its own 

routes. (P11 customs) 

Along these routes, it was explained that the facilitators transporting the illegal drugs drop of drugs 

in different hubs in Sweden along the way. In these hubs, the drugs were explained to again be 

divided into even smaller segments and further resold on different local markets in Sweden. The 

participants did not want to provide more detailed information about these specific routes, since this 

could risk disturbing their work. It was however explained that these established and specific routes 

that are part of the organizations do not reach more north in Sweden than Stockholm. Therefore, it 

was also described that these organized transportations of the drugs along established routes “never 

reach Sundsvall” (P11 customs). This was explained to be a result of demand and that it would not 
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be profitable for the criminal organizations to let their routes reach that far up north. Participants 

said things like: “You do not drive the whole way to Sundsvall with 600 kilos. You would have 

difficulties selling 600 kilos in Sundsvall…” (P11 customs).  

 Contacts. All participants reported that, instead of having established routes, means for 

transportation depends entirely on the specific local seller’s drug related contacts when providing 

the local market with the drugs. Therefore, it was stated that this is done quite unpredictably. 

Participants explained that local sellers arrange the transportation of the drugs from these 

established hubs, or from other sellers in other parts of Sweden, to Sundsvall. It was also explained 

that these local sellers sometimes exclusively transport a specific type of these illegal drugs. 

However, some local sellers were also reported to transport several different types, depending on 

which types that person prefer and can afford. It was described that, typically, the drugs can go 

along an established route set up by a criminal organization to a hub in Stockholm and then the 

local seller from Sundsvall buys an amount from the drug dealer responsible for that hub. It was 

stated that the drugs can pass many hubs and drug dealers in different cities within Sweden before 

reaching Sundsvall and someone who is going to buy it for own use. The more dealers the drugs 

have passed, the more expensive the drugs were claimed to get, since each dealer wants profit: 

The ones [the local sellers] with good contacts might buy from the sellers in Skåne directly since that 

is the cheapest way. If you do not have that good contacts you might buy from the seller in 

Stockholm. But then that seller will also want a profit, so the drugs are then more expensive, since 

that guy in turn has bought the drugs from the person in Malmö. If you do not have any contacts at 

all, then you end up buying in on Navet [a bus station in the inner city of Sundsvall] with a price 

double as high compared to the amount you would have paid if you could had bought it from the 

seller in Malmö. So, it depends completely on which level you have contacts on. (P05 police) 

When asked if the local sellers who arranges the transportation goes down to hubs south of Sweden 

and transport the drugs back themselves, a customs officer answered “Yes, that is my perception” 

(P01 customs). Also, another customs officer stated that ”if you are a seller in Sundsvall then you 

go down to areas around Stockholm and get the drugs yourself” (P11 customs). The participant 

explained this more specific: 

A hub is established somewhere in Sweden and then a local buyer goes there to deal with the guys 

there…There might then be a person in south of Sweden who has a big consignment [of the specific 

drug]. Then the local buyers go down to him in south of Sweden and buys from him. (P11 customs) 

However, one of the former drug dealers included in the study explained that when he was active, 

he was located in Stockholm but was however the one transporting amphetamine by car to 



28 

Sundsvall and to a local drug seller there. The former drug dealer left a consignment of 

amphetamine to the local seller and then he returned to Sundsvall a while later to collect the money 

for it. Money that the local seller by that time had gotten by selling the amphetamine on the local 

market. When coming for the money, the former drug dealer again left a consignment of 

amphetamine for the local seller to resell.  

So, the transport and distribution arrangements was found to vary when providing the market with 

illegal drugs, depending on what is perceived as most successful by the facilitators involved in the 

transportation: “It is just like a company. Companies also have different kinds of varieties, 

depending on which distribution the company perceives as most suitable for them” (P11 customs).   

Moreover, the illegal drugs were explained by several participants to be diluted by the local seller to 

twice the amount and then further, again, divided into smaller segments. These segments were then 

stated to be resold to drug users directly on the local market or to other local sellers in Sundsvall, 

who then in turn was claimed to want to get profit by selling it on the local market for an even 

higher price.  

 Contacts to only some parts of an organization. The local seller, who arrange 

transportation of illegal drugs to the local market, was explained to typically have nothing to do 

with the country exporting it. Also, the local seller is typically only in contact with the specific 

person that he/she buys the drugs from. However, it was also stated that the local seller might not 

even know that person. It was explained that, instead, the local seller might only know a middle-

man who is a part of an organization and who arrange deals between different resellers of illegal 

drugs: “You can know somebody who is on contact with an organization, a so-called 

middleman…you are perhaps not directly personally involved in the organization” (P01 customs). 

This middleman was described to arrange when and where the local seller can collect the drugs and 

also in what way the payment for it will be performed. Consistently, a participant from the police 

reported the following:  

If you have a post high enough in the world of narcotics, then you only mediate contacts. You make 

sure that somebody has a lot of money…and then this person shall hand over the money to another 

person for the exchange of 15 kilos [of drugs]. While this is happening, you could be located in 

another part of the world and so nobody can tie you to the exchange even if you were the one 

making it happen…I believe this is common…There are many levels. (P05 police) 

 Means of transportation. There are according to all participants no specific means of 

transportation used in order to transport the drugs to Sundsvall: “All thinkable means of transport 

are used” (P11 customs). Consistently, none of the three specific types of drugs were reported to be 
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transported with any particular types of means of transportations. It was explained that it is common 

to use everything from private cars, vans and trucks to public transportation or airplane: “I think a 

lot is transported by car or train…Train is possibly the easiest, since you are discrete and can keep 

the bag with a far distance from yourself” (P01 customs). The diversity of means of transportation 

was described to be a result of a desire to stay anonymous and that the facilitators transporting the 

drugs are trying to be unpredictable. This, in order to avoid getting caught. In line with this, 

participants reported: 

You can go by public transport and take a bag on the train or bus. That is pretty good. If a police 

would step on, then you only leave the bag there. Or you have somebody driving it [the drugs] 

without even knowing what it is. Or you hire somebody who is good at keeping calm and who can 

drive it up here. (P05 police) 

Rental cars are common because you keep yourself anonymous…If you are getting a pair of kilos, 

you can take it by plane… If you are a young adult, you still travel with a discount by airplane and 

so it is cheap. Then you take the plane to Sturup or Kastrup and collect a consignment of the 

narcotics…the airplane it both fast and cheap and so it is an attractive way for transporting narcotics. 

(P11 customs) 

 Volume. Although it was explained to be hard to predict choice if means of transportation, it 

was described that it depends on the volume of the drugs that are being transported. With the 

volume in mind, the facilitators transporting the drugs were described to choose mean of 

transportation in a way so they, again, can keep themselves anonymous: “You would want to hide 

the narcotics and the more narcotics it is, the harder it gets to hide. So, you have to adjust the mean 

of transportation accordingly” (P11 customs); “You for example just take a train down [to south of 

Sweden], as long as there is not a gigantic consignment, but 5-10 kilos you can take by train” (P01 

customs). It was stated that a car can be used when transporting up to an amount of approximately 

60 kilos of the drug. When transporting amounts bigger than this, vans are usually used. When the 

amounts exceed further than a van can handle, then it was stated that the drugs has to be transported 

by something even bigger, such as a truck: “You cannot load a small vehicle with 500-600 kilos, 

since then it will show that the vehicle is descended even though the trunk is empty. That would 

make no sense” (P11 customs). It was added that the drugs can also be transported along- and 

hidden together with legal products that are being transported.   

 

Participants were somewhat inconsistent regarding the amount of consignments of illegal drugs that 

are typically being transported to the local market. All agreed to the fact that no enormous amounts 

are transported: “As we see, there are no huge amounts we are talking about” (P11 customs). The 
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participants however tended to differ in their answers when expressing themselves in terms of small 

versus big consignments. At the same time, their answers were in fact similar when they reported 

specific kilos/hectograms: ”The local sellers do not go to south of Sweden to collect 100 kilos 

usually. It is rather amounts like 5-6 kilos” (P11 customs). Another respondent said that: 

Some in Sundsvall collect big amounts of the illegal drugs. It can be around 5-6 kilos cannabis from 

Stockholm or Malmö for example. You bring with you the amount you can afford…Many that we 

catch are transporting amounts that would rank for serious drug crime in the range of penalties. (P06 

police) 

The reason to why not much more than 5-6 kilos is provided to the local market, was stated to be a 

question of demand and that the drug business must be profitable:  

You must see how many that lives around Sundsvall…I say like this, think that the narcotics is like 

any other product. Nobody import tons of jeans knowing they only sell 10 % of what is imported. 

There must be a market for it to be sold. This kind of research is done beforehand. (P11 customs) 

According to one of the former drug dealers included in the study, the local market in Sundsvall is 

small and therefore no big amounts are being provided to it.   

 Provide the local market with illegal drugs without much difficulties. The 

participants from the Police and Customs described that the facilitators transporting the illegal drugs 

to Sundsvall do not need to make such an effort to stay anonymous, since the risks to get caught 

were described to be low. These participants all stated that the Police and Customs only manage to 

catch a fraction of those transporting drugs, which was explained to partly be a result of lack of 

resources but also because it is difficult to detect the ones transporting the drugs without receiving 

intelligences beforehand. A customs officer described that the traffic in general should not be 

disturbed too much: “As long as no specific suspicion has been raised, the traffic is supposed to 

flow…As long as you do not have the Police on you, then I believe chances are good” (P01 

customs). Participant 05 (police) stated that “if you have a clean life in general, cannot be found in 

the police registers and have a driver license, then just drive”. The participant explained further that 

there must be something particularly odd to make the Police suspicious even if there would be a big 

police control along the way and that if the “car is fine, you are sober and have a license, then there 

is no point going through that car”. It was pointed out to be a clear advantage to not be known to the 

Police from before. If there would in fact be a control and the Police would indeed make a register 

check-up, which states that the concerned person has a history of handling drugs, then the Police 

could decide to make a search in that person’s car. 
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For those transporting the drugs by airplane, this “raises the dilemma of getting through flight 

security checks. But then you avoid this problem by just checking in your luggage [containing the 

drugs] and in this way get away with it” (P11 customs). Also, participant 01 (customs) mentioned 

that he understands why people sometimes find it odd that there is no staff making controls on some 

flights on the airports, but stated that the Customs prioritize their work on specific flights where 

there is a higher suspicion that drugs are transported and that they “unfortunately” do not have the 

resources to keep controls on all flights. It was stated that the work against drug trafficking is in 

general quantity focused, meaning that the places and situations in where the highest frequency of 

seizures of illegal drugs can be made are prioritized. A customs officer stated that they get 

information about such places and situations for example from intelligences and statistics. 

Furthermore, when the drugs are finally provided to Sundsvall’s local drug market, it was reported 

that the Police mainly prioritize their work towards high leveled drug crimes.    

 

Part 3. Illegal drugs in the postal stream within Sweden 

The simplicity of smuggling illegal drugs by mail and packages. Sending illegal 

drugs by mail and packages is considered to be an easy way for smuggling the illegal drugs to 

Sundsvall: “It is a… easy way to order, and then get it sent home by mail or carrier companies” 

(P01 customs). Also, according to some of the professionals, illegal drugs within the postal stream 

is a consequence of Internet in the way that “the Internet and the postal stream [of illegal drugs] are 

the same” (P06 police). Similar information was provided from another participant who stated that 

“…definitely the most” (P02 customs) of the illegal drugs that are sent by mail and packages comes 

from the Internet. Hence, it was reported that the Internet has a substantial influence when it comes 

to the illegal drugs frequency within the postal stream.  

Moreover, it was reported that there are several reasons to why people order illegal drugs from the 

Internet. One participant stated that “Internet allows anyone to order without any curious contacts” 

(P06 police) which makes it easily accessible to get a hold of the illegal drugs. In addition, 

participant 11 (customs) added that “it is because you can be anonymous” that many people order 

illegal drugs from the Internet. Also, another participant provided similar information and stated 

that the anonymity decreases the risks to get caught because “even if you get caught in the 

Customs… if not the Police can prove that it is you that have ordered, then it just gets removed. So, 

you mainly risk to lose money” (P05 police) when you order illegal drugs from the Internet. 

Furthermore, the participant indicated that “…it becomes difficult to prove that it is you who have 

bought it, especially if you have ordered from some Darknet website and have encrypted 



32 

computers…”. In addition, the participant 11 (customs) reported that it seems to be a low risk to 

order illegal drugs from the Internet. He described that the reason to this is that:  

The legislation regarding narcotics have not kept up and the tools that the Customs and Police have, 

have not kept up when it comes to this new IT-criminality, it is far far far behind right now… 

In line with this, participant 11 (customs) further stated that the Customs must work with 

international contacts:  

Much better to co-operate with other countries...these guys [who handles the webpages] can just 

press a button on the computer and disappear from the Internet… ergo, it takes too long when the 

authorities between the different countries will seek for help and get helped from each other. 

 The most common illegal drugs that arrive to Sundsvall by the postal stream. 

Some of the illegal drugs were considered to be more prevailing than others when it comes to 

sending it by mail and packages to Sundsvall. However, the perception about which illegal drugs 

that was the most common varied to some extent. One participant’s apprehension was that 

“amphetamine, cannabis, ecstasy…but also spice substances” (P01 customs) were the most 

common illegal drugs. On the other hand, another participant had a perception that there really does 

not exist “any specific mail drug…” (P06 police). Consistent information was provided from an 

additional participant who claimed that there are not any specific illegal drugs that arrive to 

Sundsvall by mail or packages. The participant rather thought that any illegal drug could be sent by 

mail and packages: “I am totally convinced that you can buy everything… from like some Darknet 

pages. There are some popular ones, like Flugsvamp…” (P05 police). However, the participant 06 

(police) later reported that “much of the spice comes by mail…” to Sundsvall and it could even be 

so that: “spice is possibly solely a mail drug…” in Sundsvall.  

 Amounts of illegal drugs within the mail and packages. The amounts of illegal drugs 

that are transported through mail and packages to Sundsvall varies: “It varies- both small and 

bigger- in mail and packages” (P01 customs). Further the participant also mentioned that 

“particularly, the mail with 100-200 grams [of illegal drugs] has increased a lot the past years…” 

and that “200 grams [of illegal drugs] probably is for resale…”. Another participant indicated that 

”50-60 grams [of illegal drugs] might not sound very much… but for many of the new substances it 

is enough with 1 gram, so is it like 2000 doses” (P11 customs). The participants provided different 

information of what amounts that could count as small or big, more specifically which amounts that 

will be used for resell or not. Although, the perception of participants was that the amounts could 

depend on the type of illegal drug. However, all the participants within the Customs seemed to have 

the perception that “small amounts… will be consumed by the suspect himself or his minor 
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acquaintances” (P02 customs) while “bigger amounts are smuggled with the purpose of resale and 

earning money on it” (P02 customs). Although the amounts vary within the postal stream, the 

participants considered that “… most of it is small amounts” (P02 customs); “… the Customs often 

notice that it is for their own use” (P01 customs).  

Much of the illegal drugs that comes by the postal stream seems to not provide the local drug 

market due to the small amounts. Thus, bigger amounts indicate that the illegal drugs will be used 

to resale it on the local market “bigger amounts indicate resale” (P01 customs). However, additional 

participants believed that people “send several packages” (P11 customs & P05 police) instead of the 

entire amount at once. According to the participant 05 (police), by making “several orders…you 

spread the risks…like two out of five went through” which indicates that the illegal drugs within the 

postal stream will be used to resell it on the local market in Sundsvall even if the amounts of each 

consignment is quite small. Consistently, the participant 07 (postnord) believed that it is mainly 

small amounts that are sent to Sundsvall and that the illegal drugs transported within the logistic 

company to Sundsvall “often comes through mail and not packages”.  

 Transport of illegal drugs by mail and packages. 

 The mail and packages’ arrival to Sweden. Generally, the postal stream primarily 

arrives to Arlanda as they enter Sweden: “If a mail comes to Sweden, then it usually comes to the 

mail in Arlanda” (P11 customs). However, it was also reported that mail “… within Postnord can 

only weigh a maximum of two kilos otherwise it counts as a package and goes to other terminals at 

Postnord” (P02 customs). Consistently the participant 11 (customs) added: 

Principally, it is so that if it weighs over two kilos it goes down to Malmö, Toftanäs and then for 

various reasons have Landvetter also a bit… so to speak, it is the distributor of mail and packages 

that determines it. 

However, all the packages within DHL Express that are going to Sundsvall are not sent to other 

terminals, since Arlanda is their “gate in to Sweden for all of the goods to Stockholm and north” 

(P04 DHL E). Moreover, when the mail and packages have arrived to Arlanda, they go through the 

Customs: “The Customs works actively to search for illegal drugs within the postal stream” and 

then after the control “… It [mail and packages] goes out to different parts of Sweden” (P11 

customs).  

 The transport to Sundsvall. The mail and packages addressed to Sundsvall are 

transported there in various ways. The mail and packages that are being sent from Arlanda to 

Sundsvall by Postnord are transported by direct flights to the airport in Sundsvall and thereafter 
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transported by the logistic companies’ trucks “From Arlanda to Sundsvall, it is a flight to Midlanda 

then truck [to Postnord in Sundsvall]“ (P07 Postnord). Additionally, the illegal drugs within the 

postal stream could also be transported with trucks all the way up north to Sundsvall”…for 

example, it can be distributed by the use of… courier companies as DHL or Schenker …” (P01 

customs); “Those [mail and packages] that are going to Sundsvall are flown to Stockholm-Arlanda 

then transported with a car or airplane up north I think, we assign all the northern management 

north of Gävle to Jetpak…” (P04 DHL E). 

Also, the illegal drugs that are being transported by mail to Sundsvall could be sent nationally 

between private persons after they have passed the Customs at the bigger air-terminals south of 

Sundsvall:” It is usual that illegal drugs are sent through the postal stream nationally. First, the 

postal stream from abroad will pass by the Customs at Arlanda or Toftanäs” (P01 customs). 

Another participant disagreed that private persons sends mail and packages with illegal drugs 

national: “I have never seen that it is sent nationally [between private persons] within the postal 

stream” (P06 police).  

A major part of the illegal drugs that are transported to Sundsvall comes through mail and 

packages: “To Sundsvall specifically, a lot of the illegal drugs are transported by the postal 

stream…” (P01 customs). Nevertheless, another participant believed that the postal stream is 

equally common (50-50) as the private vehicle traffic and also that these types of transportation of 

the illegal drugs complement each other: “vehicle traffic and postal stream complement one 

another” (P06 police).   

 Effort against illegal drugs in the postal stream.  

 Locally. Finding illegal drugs in the postal stream that arrive to Sundsvall is not something 

that Postnord and DHL Freight are accustomed with: "I have never experienced that they [the 

Customs] have found illegal drugs in Sundsvall…" (P03 DHL F);"extremely unusual ... at 

Postnord" (P07 Postnord). Further, one of the participants claimed that the company is aware of that 

“…. it happens absolutely but it is certainly not common, and right here in Sundsvall, have we not 

found anything” (P07 Postnord). 

Locally, have the logistics companies not any special procedures to look for illegal drugs among 

their mail and packages in Sundsvall: “No we have not” (P07 Postnord); “Those on DHL Freight 

that works in Sundsvall with internal goods, does not have as a routine to look for drugs” (P03 DHL 

F). Also, the participant 07 (Postnord) further stated that even if the employees had a procedure 

regarding the search for illegal drugs, it would be nearly impossible because of that there is a lot of 
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“machines that handles the sorting of the mail”; “the machines do not see or detect anything [illegal 

drugs]”. 

The participant further explained that the Customs on the other hand are more than welcome to visit 

the logistic companies at any time and that it is the interest of the Customs that decides when they 

come to search for illegal drugs: “The Customs visits sometimes but it is if they suspect 

something…” (P03 DHL F). Moreover, the participant 07 (Postnord) mentioned that the Customs 

makes: “unannounced visits… around a couple of times each year” and that they would like that the 

Customs “have more controls” within Postnord in Sundsvall. Also, the participant stated that, 

locally “…Postnord does everything it takes…” to prevent that illegal drugs is transported through 

their network but “it is the Customs that have all the resources” to do that, so they cannot do much. 

However, the Customs in Sundsvall works a lot in projects when it comes to searching for illegal 

drugs in the mail at Postnord. It was even explained by a participant, that the Customs does the 

“most [number of] seizures in the mail, in [these] projects” (P01 customs).  

Furthermore, it was told that neither of these logistics companies have any specific manual nor 

education for how suspicious letters or packages with illegal drugs can look like. Although, the 

Customs has given the employees within Postnord “verbal statements regarding tips and tricks…” 

(P07 Postnord) about illegal drugs in the mail. In addition, the logistic companies only have a 

policy or an education of permitted and forbidden things within the company for the employees. 

The participant 03 (DHL F) explained that they “have a policy within the company, mostly about 

what is permitted within the company’s network” while the participant 07 (Postnord) stated that 

“they have educations for every employee at Postnord…first on how to act if you suspect drugs in 

the mail and if you suspect that some of the employees have it in their blood, how you handle it”.  

 Nationally. The logistic companies lack a knowledge about how suspicious mail with drugs 

can look like and resources on how to handle the illegal drugs. Thus, it was necessary to look more 

to a national perspective. When doing so, it is possible to see how the illegal drugs are handled at 

the entry and if there is more controls of the mail and packages that are going to be transported to 

Sundsvall. 

The logistic company, DHL Express, handles the packages that arrive to Arlanda from abroad and 

the company does not have any “routines for actively search for illegal drugs because the import is 

already controlled at the sender station…” (P04 DHL E). However, the participant also stated that 

“the Customs is there every day at Arlanda”. On the other hand, another participant said that the 

Customs mainly “searches in the mail for Postnord” and that “if there is time” (P02 customs), then 

the Customs searches for illegal drugs at other terminals as DHL. The Customs partly searches for 
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illegal drugs within the mail and packages out of “experiences, intuition, former seizures thus 

intelligence information then they work a lot with dogs and also x-rays a lot of things” (P02 

customs). Also, it is “specially trained customs officers at these places [Arlanda, Toftanäs & 

Landvetter]” (P11 customs) that is used to work as required.  

The findings of illegal drugs within the packages at DHL Express was explained to be relatively 

few compared to the findings within the postal stream at Postnord. The participant 04 (DHL 

Express) indicated that the seizures of illegal drugs at DHL Express terminal were “not particularly 

common…” and that the Customs approximately does seizures “two times a week” at Arlanda. 

Also, it was explained that the postal stream at Postnords terminal has increased: “For nearly 25 

years ago, we made 3 seizures per day and now we do in average 30” (P02 customs) each day. It 

was further described by the participant 02 (customs) that the seizures at Postnords terminal are a 

combination of that the Customs ”becomes more efficient and that it is more that smuggles”. 

Despite all of these seizures, there is “much more [undetected illegal drugs] that prevails [in the 

postal stream]…” (P02 customs). Also, the Customs are “located at Arlanda a few hours [per day] 

but the postal stream is a 24/7 efficacy at Postnord [in Arlanda]” (P02 customs). 

 

Discussion 
 

A summary and integration of the results  

This study aimed to examine how the national drug trafficking provides the illegal local drug 

market in Sundsvall with illegal drugs. The results were divided into three section, one quantitative 

and two qualitative parts. When integrating the results of all three parts and using triangulation, 

results were overall consistent and complementary. According to the professionals’ perception, the 

most common illegal drugs that are transported to the local market in Sundsvall are amphetamine, 

hash, marijuana. This is consistent with the results of the statistics from the Customs, where 

cannabis and amphetamine were the most common drugs among the seizures. These drugs were 

reported to be imported to Sweden. However, while some marijuana was reported to be imported 

the same way as amphetamine and hash, much of it was also stated to be produced in Sweden, some 

even close to Sundsvall. The local marijuana was reported to be included on the local market 

through contacts, where the provider producing marijuana sells a consignment to a local seller who 

in turn sells it on the local market.  

Results were further consistent between statistics and participants’ perception regarding entries to 

Sweden for the importation of the illegal drugs and also that Sundsvall is not an entry. The drugs 



37 

that arrive to Sundsvall were reported to arrive to south parts of Sweden and that the transportation 

of the drugs within Sweden mainly starts from there. The preeminent entries for transporting drugs 

to Sweden were according to both statistics and participants’ perception Öresundsbron and 

Helsingborg, while Arlanda stood out as an entry for mail and packages. It was found that these 

entries are well established and have been stable over time, which is presented in the statistics.   

The two qualitative parts together provided a complementary picture of how illegal drugs are 

transported within Sweden and how they arrive in Sundsvall. The imported illegal drugs, and the 

marijuana produced in other parts of Sweden, are either transported by criminal organized networks 

or the drugs are send by mail and packages. When it came to organized networks, it was found that 

there are no established transportation routes that reach Sundsvall. Transportation of illegal drugs to 

Sundsvall is instead arranged by local sellers themselves. How the transportation is arranged 

depends on which contacts each local seller has to other criminal sellers who has a stock of the 

illegal drugs in their possession. No specific means of transportation could be identified for 

transporting the drugs. However, the choice of mean of transportation was reported to depend on 

the volume of the illegal drugs that are being transported. 

Common means of transportation were reported to be private cars and trucks or airplanes and trains. 

When ordering illegal drugs from the Internet, the illegal drugs are transported by logistic 

companies and their mean of transportation, such as their trucks. The statistics confirmed the 

participants’ perception regarding transportation of illegal drugs by mail and packages, showing 

that this is indeed a common way to transport drugs. Thus, it was found that private vehicle traffic, 

airplane traffic, public transportation and postal stream complement each other regarding the means 

for transportation of illegal drugs within Sweden to the local market in Sundsvall. It was lastly 

explained, by professionals from both drug preventing authorities and logistic companies, that it is 

easy to transport the illegal drugs this way. Partly because of the low frequency of controls both 

within postal stream and also traffic, but also because it is hard to detect drugs being transported 

without intelligences of it beforehand. Therefore, there is a low risk to get caught for transporting- 

and providing the local market in Sundsvall with illegal drugs.  

The local drug market in Sundsvall 

 Two markets. This study had a focus on the most illegal drugs. However, when presenting 

the results, it was found necessary to nevertheless mention legal drugs since a substantial picture 

emerged during the interviews regarding this issue. The active drug user and the former drug 

dealers described that the drug market contains almost only legal drugs, thus stating that there are 

almost no illegal drugs. It was also noted that a person does not need any established contacts to 
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buy these legal drugs, but rather that any person can buy it from the sellers. The Police and Customs 

however presented a picture where the local drug market indeed contains illegal drugs and it was 

here described how heavy drugs are a part of criminal organizations in Sundsvall. However, it was 

also noted that some illegal drugs, such as amphetamine and hash, are not always visible and 

available on the market since the commerce is typically conducted between established contacts. 

These respondents did however believe that there also are legal drugs on the drug market but it was 

stated that the legal drugs are not as big of a problem as the illegal drugs. 

One possible explanation to this inconsistency could be that the active drug user and former drug 

dealers reported a picture of the open part of the drug market, due to being a part of that circle 

specifically. This, while the Police who works mainly against heavy drug related crimes have 

knowledge about what is going on also behind this open drug market. Therefore, it is suggested that 

there is not “a local drug market” in Sundsvall, but rather there are two. One rather hidden market 

containing mainly illegal drugs and another open market containing mainly legal drugs. These two 

needs to be separated when discussed, because they seem to be characterized quite differently and 

needs to be dealt with accordingly. It was also found necessary to mention this in the study because 

it explains why much of the results in Part 2 is based on answers from the Police and Customs. 

They were the ones who had the most to say about illegal drugs specifically.  

The illegal drugs. Amphetamine, hash and marijuana were found to be the most common 

illegal drugs on the local drug market. This could be a result of that cannabis and amphetamine also 

are common drugs in a national perspective (Polisen & Tullverket, 2016). This indicates that these 

drugs are quite easy accessible to provide to the local market. Also, these drugs are in comparison 

to other illegal drugs relatively cheap (Polisen & Tullverket, 2016). It was further suggested that 

amphetamine comes and goes in waves on the open local market. This could be explained by the 

fact that drugs on a local market can vary depending on organized drug organizations and their 

supply of drugs (Polisen & Tullverket, 2016). However, it is also possible that the amphetamine 

does actually exist in Sundsvall consistently, although perhaps hidden on the market of illegal drugs 

thus not visible to just any user.   

Consequences of geography 

The fact that no established routes for transporting illegal drugs could be reported reaching further 

north in Sweden than to Stockholm, could be a question of demand. This is consistent with results 

presented by Medel et al. (2015), who stated that people involved in transporting drugs strategically 

develop routes that entails most money and also least costs for them. Routes that are not profitable 

are therefore never developed. Based on the results of the current study and the results found in 
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Medel et al. (2015), it is suggested that the south of Sweden has the greatest demand of illegal drugs 

and that Sundsvall is simply located too much in the north for routes reaching there to be profitable.  

Instead of having established routes reaching Sundsvall, it was found that the demand for illegal 

drugs are met through other ways. It was in the study reported that the facilitators involved in drug 

organizations, and that supplies the local drug market in Sundsvall with illegal drugs, work in the 

same way as any legal business of legal products. This is supported by RAND (2009) where it was 

stated that just like any products in modern societies, illegal drugs are typically provided through a 

commerce of some kind. Based on the results, a typical scenario emerged regarding how illegal 

drugs are provided to the local market. Firstly, a local seller investigates the demand of illegal drugs 

and what amount that would entail the highest profit after sold on the local market. These sellers are 

in contact with drug dealers located somewhere in south of Sweden who has a stock of the illegal 

drugs in their possession. Then the local sellers then arranges transport logistics in order to transport 

the drugs to the local drug market. The logistics are based on calculations of what was perceived 

most convenient and profitable. Mainly, the local sellers go down to their contacts to collect the 

amount ranked to be profitable to resell. In this typical scenario, the demand for illegal drugs in 

Sundsvall evidently steers the supply of it since the local seller value and measure gain and profit 

before obtaining a specific drug for further resell. This finding is consistent with literature on the 

subject (Dwyer & Moore, 2010; RAND, 2009). 

At the same time, it was found that this kind of mean for transportation was complemented by 

transporting illegal drugs by mail and packages. The fact that there are no, at least to the knowledge 

of the participants, established routes to Sundsvall could further be a reason to why people tend to 

buy the illegal drugs over the internet. Internet implicates a geographical independency (Polisen & 

Tullverket, 2016). This could be a reason to why the drugs are easily accessible both for local 

sellers and users when living in Sundsvall.  

Motivation for transporting and retailing the illegal drugs 

 Risk- and gain calculations. The transportation of illegal drugs within Sweden to 

Sundsvall could according to the rational choice theory (Paternoster & Simpson, 1993) be explained 

as a part of a strategic business. As a suggestion, the local seller in Sundsvall consider risks and 

gains of arranging the transportation and to further resell the drugs on the local market. It is possible 

that a person finds it is worth taking consequences of getting caught, since they believe the risks of 

actually getting caught are quite small. In this case, the risks are not perceived as discouraging 

enough. Instead, it is suggested that a person perceives that providing illegal drugs to the local 

market is an easy way to earn money. 
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Also, when considering risks and gains, ordering from the Internet may be perceived as less of a 

risk. As presented in the results, there might be a lower risk of personally being accused for the 

transportation as well as no contacts with criminal people are necessary. This could also work as a 

motivator because of a perception that this is an easy and low-risk alternative to get hold of the 

illegal drugs and to further resell it on the local market.  

The gains are perhaps less prominent when transporting the drugs to Sundsvall by mail or package, 

since, as stated in the results, the amounts are typically smaller compared to transportation by more 

organized transport. People that have not dared to been involved before, when it required 

involvement in criminal drug organizations, could now be motivated when the Internet has made it 

easy and also when this requires no direct contact with criminals. Also, according to the results, 

many order several packages with illegal drugs instead of all at once, which minimizes the risk of 

losing big amounts if the package would be seized. This means that the total amounts might be as 

big as consignment transported by a criminal organization and thus that the final gain when selling 

it on the local market is just as prominent.  

Other than the fact that mean of transportation could depend on the volume of the drugs that are 

being transported, any mean of transportation can typically be used for transporting the illegal drugs 

to Sundsvall. This is especially true when transporting drugs to Sundsvall, due to the fact that the 

amounts transported are typically around 5-6 kilos which are amounts that could be transported in 

any vehicle without raising much suspicions. The transportation to Sundsvall can therefore be con-

ducted with several possible choices of means of transportation and in this way the possibility of 

being anonymous increases. This could mean that the local seller, or a person who transports the 

illegal drugs on the behalf of the local seller, typically does not need to consider many risks nor 

gains when choosing mean of transportation. This indicates that the risks of getting caught are fur-

ther limited, since it is impossible to detect which vehicle that could be suspicious and which could 

not. This could possibly be a motivator for people to get involved in transporting illegal drugs to 

Sundsvall, which according to the rational choice theory could indicate that the risks are even less 

discouraging and the gains more tempting. 

Supply and demand. The results of this study indicate that there is a demand for illegal 

drugs on the local market in Sundsvall. According to RAND (2009), demand steers the supply 

which means that as long there is a demand of illegal drugs in Sundsvall there will be a supply. 

Based on the results of the current study, it is suggested that both the demand and supply could be 

affected by the local drug sellers in Sundsvall. The results showed that some of the local sellers 

solely sell the drugs temporarily to earn money. The dealers that sell drugs temporarily might do so 
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since they lack money and cannot pay their bills. This is consistent with the strain theory’s adapting 

strategy innovation, where people want to fulfill the established goals in the society but have lack of 

legal means (Merton, 1938). Therefore, they use reprehensive means to achieve established goals. 

Hence, some of the local sellers sell illegal drugs as a mean, in order to fulfill the established goals 

(money). Thus, since these local sellers has a desire to obtain illegal drugs, they create demand of 

having illegal drugs transported to Sundsvall by other local sellers with a greater power to conduct 

such transportation. 

Also, the results showed that the locals sellers that are active on the open local drug market in the 

inner city of Sundsvall are the ones that do not have contacts within the drug trafficking. Such 

sellers are found in the bottom of the hierarchy since they often are excluded from the society, do 

not have any job and in addition sell the drugs in order to buy drugs for own use (Harocopos & 

Hough, 2011). This is consistent with the strain theory’s adapting strategy retreatism (Merton, 

1938). Some people that are excluded from the society do not have, according to the adapting 

strategy retreatism, any established means or goals so they create their own, outside the norms of 

the society. So, these local sellers have possibly as a goal to achieve intoxication, and a mean to 

afford the drugs is to also sell drugs. As a result of this, these sellers also create a demand by 

requesting illegal drugs from those who has the possibility to arrange a supply. 

Regulation and priorities  

The Board of Customs is a national authority (Tullverket, 2017). This means that the steering and 

prioritizing of the Customs resources are determined by the Swedish government and Parliament 

and the Customs are expected to follow them through. As stated in the results, the work of the 

Customs and also the Police are prioritized in regard to quantity, meaning that their aim is to work 

where the most seizures can be made. In the interviews that were performed in this study, it 

appeared that the Customs work actively with finding drugs in places in south of Sweden since they 

have information and statistics which indicating that the majority of drugs arrive there in a national 

perspective. This is consistent with both the statistics from the Customs that were analysed in the 

current study and a previous reports (see Polisen & Tullverket, 2013; Polisen & Tullverket, 2016).  

Although this may be a priority that is best for the national interest, it might also imply a prominent 

consequence for local cities like Sundsvall. It might be so that if more resources were focused on 

the problem with illegal drugs in Sundsvall, the Customs might detect evident problems with 

import- and trafficking of illegal drugs in the local area. The possibility of unknown routes or 

entries cannot be excluded. As was found in the results, people involved in drug trafficking tend to 

choose routes that are perceived as most safe and with low risk of getting caught by the Police. This 
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is also consistent with results by Medel et al. (2015) who stated that the organizations develop 

routes with a strategic thought about avoiding places where they suspect the Police is supervising, 

in order to transport the drugs without getting caught. 

Also, there is a possibility that the entries in south of Sweden are where the big amount of illegal 

drugs arrive. However, it is quite small amounts that provide Sundsvall with drugs. Therefore, it 

could be that there are possible with smaller and local entries that the Police and the Customs do not 

have any information about and are because of that not supervised. 

The Customs further works under the Ministry of Finance, which also could affect steering and 

prioritizing. According to Lagen om punktskattekontroll av transporter m.m. av alkoholvaror, 

tobaksvaror och energiprodukter (1998:506), the Customs has the right to make excise tax controls 

which means that they have acting space and can easily make controls in vehicle traffic and postal 

stream in order to search for alcohol, energy sources or tobacco which generates money to the 

government (Skatteverket, 2017). However, there is no law that gives them the right to make 

controls like these on order to search for illegal drugs. It is therefore suggested that there is a 

prioritization to search for products that are the most profitable for the public treasury, which is to 

seize illegal alcohol, energy sources and tobacco, rather than illegal drugs. 

Limitations and strengths of the study 

Statistics regarding illegal drugs seized in Sundsvall was requested from the local Police. Although, 

because of practical reasons, this could not be provided to the researchers and is therefore a 

circumstance that have limited the work of this study in a large extent. Because of this, it was 

difficult to identify from only statistics which types of illegal drugs that are common in Sundsvall 

specifically. Also, a goal was to get statistics regarding illegal drugs seized in Sweden from the 

Nationella operativa avdelningen. But because of time limitation and practical reasons these 

statistics could not be provided to the study either. These statistics was found to be beneficial 

because they would complement the statistics from the Customs, since the Police is mainly 

responsible for seizures within Sweden while the Customs is mainly responsible for seizures at the 

borders to Sweden (Polisen, 2017b; Tullverket, 2017). However, the interviews could complement- 

and weigh up for this limitation by providing the study with information wanted from the Police 

registers. It was further only the frequency of illegal drugs in the seizures that was possible to 

identify in the statistics and not any amount of the drugs. Even if the amount was a part of the 

dataset as a variable, it was because of practical reasons too complicated to analyse it. Also, in 283 

of 1283 cases of the seizures, the mean of transportation was categorized as “unspecified” in the 

dataset and thus unknown.  
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It is unknown to the researchers when the former drug dealers that participated in the study were 

active. Therefore, it cannot be guaranteed that the drug market in Sundsvall is characterized the 

same way as it was when they were involved in it, which might have been many years ago. 

However, the information they provided about the drug market was consistent with the information 

provided by the active drug user that participated in the study who is involved in the drug market at 

the time when the study was performed. Moreover, all interviews performed by the researchers 

were performed in Swedish and then quotes that were included in the results were translated to 

English. It is true that, to some extent, these quotes could not be translated in the exact same words 

as the original version. However, this was not a substantial problem since this study merely aimed 

to distinguish what the participants reported, rather than how and in in what way they reported it. 

Also, these were conducted in Swedish in order to make the participants comfortable and to gain as 

much information as possible.  

This study also had several strengths. By using both quantitative and qualitative methods, the 

researchers’ are able to approach the problem from different perspectives and in that way gain a 

deeper and broader understanding. Moreover, the study partly included local professionals from the 

Police, the Customs and logistic companies but also professionals from the Customs and logistic 

companies on a national level. This provided the study with information from both a local and 

national perspective. As a result of the local and national information being consistent and 

complementing each other, the information was further confirmed. An additional strength was that 

it, in the statistics, was possible to compare the different variables between the years 2010-2015. In 

this way, it was possible to see if the variables that were analysed differed between years or if they 

were stable over time.  

Conclusion and implications 

Two main findings emerged in the study. Firstly, that the local drug market is provided with illegal 

drugs (mainly amphetamine, hash and marijuana) in an unpredictable manor. Transportation was 

reported to partly be conducted between specific contacts. Thus, there seems to be no established 

transportation routes. Secondly, this contact-based way of transporting the drugs were found to be 

complemented by transporting illegal drugs by mail and packages, whereas each of the two mean 

for transportation make up for 50 percent each.  

It would be interesting to take the results of the current study and place it in a bigger perspective. 

Perhaps the results presented a picture of how cities in Sweden located more north than Stockholm 

is generally provided with illegal drugs. However, perhaps it differs. Thus, further research should 

investigate if illegal drugs are provided to local drug markets in other cities in Sweden in the same 
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way as they were reported to be provided to the local drug market in Sundsvall. Especially, it would 

be interesting to see if and how the results would differ or resemble how drugs are provided to cities 

located even more north in Sweden than Sundsvall. Cities that are located far away from the most 

common entries for imported drugs in the south. Maybe these cities located in the north of Sweden 

have other entries, although perhaps small ones, that are much closer to them. Thus, perhaps there 

are routes providing local markets there.  

Also, future research should investigate how drugs are provided to local markets in other countries. 

In this way, it would be possible to compare the results and possibly draw interesting conclusions.  

Perhaps this would be helpful in order to identify interesting resemblances or differences between 

Sweden and other countries. Studying drug trafficking this way would possibly lead to a deeper 

understanding of how drug organizations work nationally and internationally and perhaps patterns 

could be mapped out. Patterns that would help to get a deeper understanding of how this should be 

prevented, both on a local and national level. 

Moreover, this study composed the second step of the SARA-model, which was to analyse not only 

the problem itself but also underlying factors enabling it. The most evident underlying factor 

enabling the transportation of illegal drugs to Sundsvall indicated to be the simplicity of 

transporting them without having to face many risks to get caught nor personally responsible. It is 

possibly just too difficult to distinguish the major part of the illegal drugs being transported, 

regardless if they are transported by private vehicle, public transportation, mail or packages. As 

stated, a demand for illegal drugs will force a supply. With this in mind, and because of the 

difficulty in catching the ones transporting and providing the market with illegal drugs, it is perhaps 

not a successful approach to adapt strategies directly to preventing this problem. Instead, based on a 

crime prevention perspective, it is suggested that a particular focus should be on decreasing the 

demand for illegal drugs in Sundsvall which could entail that a supply of illegal drugs perhaps 

would be forced to decrease as well.  
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Appendix 1 
Interviewguide 

Customs 

Tema 1: Tullverkets arbete mot illegala droger 

Tema 2: Transport av illegala droger  

Tema 3: Inkörsportar/startpunkt av illegal droger inom Sverige 

Tema 4: Vikten av organiserade nätverk 

Tema 5: Internets betydelse för att smuggla droger 

 

Postnord and DHL Freight/Express 

Tema 1: Arbetet mot illegala droger 

Tema 2: Förekomst av illegala droger i posten  

Tema 3: Samarbetet med tull och polis 

Tema 4: Transport av illegala droger 

 

Police 

Tema 1: Illegala drogers omfattning i Sundsvall 

Tema 2: Transport av illegala droger  

Tema 3: Polisens arbete mot illegala droger 

Tema 4: Vikten av organiserade nätverk  

Tema 5: Internets betydelse för att smuggla droger 
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Appendix 2 

      D: POPS-dm. Sundsvall – Studie 3 

 

INFORMATIONSBLAD OCH SAMTYCKE 

Mittuniversitetet har ett samarbete med Polisen i Sundsvall och Sundsvalls kommun angående 

narkotikaproblematiken i Sundsvalls innerstad. Det kommer genomföras flera studier inom ramen för det här 

projektet där varje studie utgår från olika perspektiv. Just denna del är en studie av hur den globala 

narkotikamarknaden förser Sundsvall med illegala droger. För att uppnå detta kommer vi genom denna 

studie undersöka vilka- och vilken mängd illegala droger som transporteras till Sundsvall samt vilka rutter 

och transportmedel som används. För att ta reda på detta kommer vi att analysera statistik av narkotikabeslag 

samt intervjua på området sakkunniga tjänstemän vid Polismyndigheten och Tullverket. 

Det är helt frivilligt att delta i den här studien och du kan när som helst återkalla ditt samtycke till deltagande 

utan någon angiven anledning. Om du väljer att återkalla ditt samtycke kommer den information du har 

lämnat till oss att exkluderas från studien. 

Ditt namn och dina personuppgifter kommer att behandlas konfidentiellt. Vi kommer tillsammans överens 

om ett smeknamn och det är endast de som arbetar med studien som kommer känna till din identitet. Ingen 

information kommer kunna härledas till dig av obehöriga. 

Informationen du bidragit med till studien kan komma att användas i andra studier inom ramen av det här 

projektet samt vid framtida vetenskapliga studier. Resultaten från studien kommer endast att användas i 

vetenskapliga ändamål och kan komma att publiceras i vetenskapliga tidskrifter och vetenskapliga 

plattformar. 

 

Ditt smeknamn i studien är: ______________________________ 

 

Avdelningen för Samhällsvetenskap vid Mittuniversitetet i Sundsvall ansvarar för studien och Teresa Silva 

är huvudansvarig forskare. Om du efterfrågar ytterligare information eller om du har några frågor kan du 

kontakta Elin Fjellborg (elin.fjellborg@miun.se) eller Teresa Silva (010-142 85 06; endast engelska). 

 

 

Tack för din medverkan! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

mailto:elin.fjellborg@miun.se
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Appendix 3 
 

          Table 1. Frequency and types of illegal drugs seized in Sweden 2010-2015 

Type of drug  Frequency  

n (%) 

Cannabis  568 (44.2) 

Opium 26 (2.0) 

Heroin  53 (4.1) 

Cocaine 121 (9.4) 

Amphetamine 186 (14.5)  

Methamphetamine 52 (4.0) 

Kat 132 (10.3) 

LSD 28 (2.2) 

Ecstacy 98 (7.6)  

GHB 20 (1.6) 

Total 
1284 (100.0) 

 

 

  Table 2. A comparison between years, frequency and type of illegal drugs seized in Sweden 

Type of drug 2010 

n (%) 
2011 

n (%) 
2012 

n (%) 
2013 

n (%) 
2014 

n (%) 
2015 

n (%) 
Total 

n 

Cannabis 67 (46.6) 94 (48.2) 102 (44.2) 101 (45.1) 97 (45.5) 107 (39.1) 568 

Opium 2 (1.4) 1 (0.5) 6 (2.6) 5 (2.2) 5 (2.3) 7 (2.6) 26 

Heroin 7 (4.8) 11 (5.6) 13 (5.6) 7 (3.1) 6 (2.8) 9 (3.3) 53 

Cocaine 10 (6.8) 18 (9.2) 17 (7.4) 23 (10.3) 21 (9.9) 32 (11.7) 121 

Amphetamine 25 (17.0) 27 (13.8) 26 (11.3) 39 (17.4) 30 (14.1) 39 (14.2) 186 
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Meth-

amphetamine 
8 (5.4) 9 (4.6) 17 (7.4) 5 (2.2) 3 (1.4) 10 (3.6) 52 

Kat 17 (11.6) 20 (10.3) 26 (11.3) 19 (8.5) 27 (12.7) 23 (8.4) 132 

LSD 2 (1.4) 2 (1.0) 5 (2.2) 3 (1.3) 5 (2.3) 11 (4.0) 28 

Ecstasy  8 (5.4) 11 (5.6) 15 (6.5) 16 (7.1) 16 (7.5) 32 (11.7) 98 

GHB 1 (0.7) 2 (1.0) 4 (1.7) 6 (2.7) 3 (1.4) 4 (1.5) 20 

Total 
147 

(100.0) 
195 

(100.0) 
231 (100.0) 224 (100.0)  213 (100.0) 274 

(100.0) 
1284  

 

  Table 3. Places in Sweden where the seizures of illegal drugs* were made 

Place  2010 

n (%) 
2011 

n (%) 
2012 

n (%) 
2013 

n (%) 
2014 

n (%) 
2015 

n (%) 
Total 

n  

Arlanda  
14 (9.5) 25 (12.8) 36 (15.6) 31 (13.8) 29 (13.6) 23 (8.4) 158 

Blekinge  
6 (4.1) 5 (3.4) 6 (2.6) 7 (3.1) 6 (2.8) 3 (1.0) 33 

Dalarna  
0 0 1 (0.4) 2 (0.9) 0 0 3 

Gävleborg  
0 1 (0.5) 2 (0.9) 1 (0.4) 0 8 (2.9) 12 

Halland  
3 (2.0) 0 4 (1.7) 1 (0.4) 3 (1.4) 12 (4.4) 23 

Jämtland  
1 (0.7) 1 (0.5) 2 (0.9) 3 (1.3) 0 1 (0.4) 8 

Jönköping  
0 0 0 0 2 (0.9) 5 (1.8) 7 

Kalmar  
0 2 (1.0) 1 (0.4) 0 0 4 (1.4) 7 

Kronoberg  
0 0 0 0 0 2 (0.7) 2 

Norrbotten  
1 (0.7) 2 (1.0) 4 (1.7) 7 (3.1) 12 (5.6) 7 (2.5) 33 

Skåne  
25 (17.0) 45 (23.1) 42 (18.2) 41 (18.3) 40 (18.8) 48 (17.5) 241 

Stockholm  
8 (5.4) 5 (2.6) 10 (4.3) 9 (4.0) 9 (4.2) 16 (5.8) 57 
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Svinesund  
13 (8.8) 10 (5.1) 13 (5.6) 16 (7.1) 10 (4.7) 12 (4.4) 74 

Södermanland  
7 (4.8) 9 (4.6) 10 (4.3) 9 (4.0) 5 (2.3) 12 (4.4) 52 

Uppsala  
0 0 0 0 0 1 (0.4) 1 

Unknown airport  
0 0 0 2 (0.9) 3 (1.4) 0 5 

Värmland  
12 (8.2) 23 (11.8) 17 (7.3) 20 (8.9) 12 (5.6) 17 (6.0) 101 

Västerbotten  
0 1 (0.5) 1 (0.4) 1 (0.4) 3 (1.4) 9 (3.3) 15 

Västernorrland  
1 (0.7) 3 (1.5) 5 (2.2) 1 (0.4) 4 (1.9) 6 (2.2) 20 

Västmanland  
0 0 1 (0.4) 3 (1.3) 2 (0.9) 8 (2.9) 14 

Västra Götaland  
20 (13.6) 19 (9.7) 29 (12.5) 26 (11.6) 28 (13.1) 35 (12.8) 157 

Örebro  
0 0 0 0 1 (0.5) 2 (0.7) 3 

Öresundsbron  
36 (24.5) 43 (22.1) 45 (19.5) 44 (19.6) 44 (20.7) 42 (15.3) 254 

Östergötland  
0 1 (0.5) 2 (0.9) 0 0 1 (0.4) 4 

Total  
147 

(100.0) 
195 (100.0) 231 

(100.0) 
224 

(100.0) 
213 

(100.0) 
274 

(100.0) 
1284 

 


