1
4

Jumma Masjid Mosque

2
Fabric m

arket

3
Manek Chowk - Vegetab

le, fruit and spice marke

t

Storage for vegetables

ble m

arket

Location plan

Vege
ta

1:20 000

The old town

The site is situated in the centre of Old Town in Ahmedabad. Old Town is surrounded
by walls and was founded in 1411, here we find a vast diversity of people with different
religions (Muslims, Hindus, Christians, Jains etc.) living together.

Vegetable market

marke
t

Metal market

Old Town has many markets and could almost be described as a continuous, neverending market. There are markets for meat, fruit and vegetables, metal, fabric and
much more. The site lies on a old fruit market and lies i the middle of many important
markets.
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Diagonal lines indicate
occupied space by
market

Metal

Metal m

1. Municipal building
2. Used for storage of market goods
3. Small temple
4. Part of municipal building plot used by market salesmen to
prepare goods

arket

Entering the site from the west
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As a part of the development
includes tearing down the wall
fencing off the nearly abandoned
old government building, thus
expanding the site.

Site plan
1:200

Overview of the market from the south-east

A series of different placements of the building and buildings were made in order to find a way to place the buildings according to a reasonable way that follows the surroundings and the urban fabric in order to not destroy or disturb the already exisiting market, its ways and paths and the traditional way to trade goods.

The building has gotten its size from a series of different tries and ways to meet the surrounding buildings. Both
the ‘short-side’ and the ‘long- side’ on both buildings have gone through various different sizes. The sized that
were decided allow the market to happen as it does today while not going out of the scale of the urban fabric.

The buildings were in the beginning empty ‘skeletons’ and later filled in in regard of the program taking place as
well as being shaped by the surroundings.

The building has many smaller ‘networking spaces’ which were investigated through mapping in Ahmedabad
and then brought in to the project through for example testing them in the model.

12.00
13.00

07.30
17.00

Schools for children in Ahmedabad are
usually open between 07.30 and 17.00
during the weekdays and between 07.30
and 14.00 in the saturdays.

A series of smaller, but relevant investigations
were made.
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The project was developed through giving the sections and
plans ‘life’ and character and try the different smaller spaces.

The materials were tested in model, scale 1:50.
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17.00

07.30
17.00

The site is located in the centre of many markets, such as Manek
Chowk, vegetable markets, steel markets, fabric markets etc. and is
therefor a good place to gather.

The spaces that were used during the
day were always in the shade, due to the
heat. Spaces in the sun were more or less
circulation.

Vegetable market &
Manek Chowk

Manek Chowk &
Ghandi Road

Mapping made showed that young adults have a set of ‘networking’ spaces that they gather in at different times of the day. The time when they gather ranges over the
whole day and over different activites. The study was made following a group of young adult men in two weeks in Old Town in Ahmedabad.
Road through site
(between markets)

Road to new
town (west)
Steel market
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The spaces that were used during the
evenings were always lit by a light - street
light or from a house.

All spaces that were found to be often
dwelled at were spaces where there was a
overview of who entered and approached
the space.

The spaces where they stopped to stay
and dwell for a while were always in close
proximity to either home, work place or a
landmark.

The site has connections to other markets both through itself and by
the surrounding roads.

Usable plot
Non-usable plot

The government plot has some unbuilt space and is more or less
abandoned and now used by children, for playing, and people to
prepare their market-goods.
Government building

Government plot (not used presently)

An important shade-giving tree

Entering the site from the north

curriculum

- English
- Economics - Engineering
- Computer sciences
- Crafts (Ahmedabese)
- Carpentry
- Art

Previous mapping has shown that many of the young adult of Ahmedabad are forced to drop out of school. This takes away the individual´s
opportunity to choose a work after own interest.

A mixture of day-time available university courses and Ahmedabese
occupations and crafts create a curriculum.

The project deals with young adults (mainly dropouts) that want to get an education, during the nights and
evenings as well as housing a regular school, during the day.

As the school deals with both practical and theoretical projects, courses
and classes the building will be split in two, one for workshops and one
for common school related activites (classrooms).

The site has two roads in its proximity. One in the west, that leads to the city
and one in the east passing through the site - from one market to another.

A number of trees ‘inhabit’ the site and since they provide important shade
only two are being cut down.

Today´s market inhabits a little more than half of the ‘usable’ space and will
mostly be preserved.

The workshop building connects to the larger road in order to be open during the day for being used by people
from surrounding markets to develop and repair their market equipment. The school building connects to the pol
side of the market and also closes off the market/campus.

N
N

The site is divided in two parts, one where the market will go on and the
other where buildings will be built.
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Adapting to the surroundings and the urban fabric the two buildings get
their individual appearance and identity.
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Plan - ground floor
1:200

1. In shade of trees and

2. In shade of trees and common

common otla-meeting

meeting from upper floor

Social spaces

3. While working

4. In connection to road

5. In shade of trees and
common meeting from upper floor

Various networking, or social spaces, have been developed. The images show some of them and describe their connection to a common space that would be used to ‘hang out’ in regularly in the city of Ahmedabad. What they all have in common is the shade that cover it during different hours in the day.
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Plan - first floor

Plan - second floor

1:200

1:200
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Before connecting to the concrete slab, the
steel column is connected by bolts to two steel
beams.

Window construction
wooden window shutter
wooden window frame 		

50
50

The steel columns are connected to the ground
through a base plate with bolts going down in a
concrete plate under ground level.

Steel column
Wall construction
brick 				300
Floor/ceiling construction
steel beam 			
200
concrete			200

School building structure

The two buildings behave differently. The long school building has a ground floor with seven sets of steel
columns that hold up nine steel beams that carry the next floor concrete slab. The two upper floors combine the
steel beams and brick walls. The brick walls are directed in the way of the long side and carry beams that carry
the next floor concrete slabs. The building can therefor have longer ‘corridors’ where the walls do not need to be
placed according to the placement of the columns.

The brick wall takes the vertical
load as well as transferring it to
the steel beams.
The steel beams are connected to
the brick wall and run all the way
out the width of the next slab.

Workshop building structure

The square shaped workshop building is structured by steel columns that carry
steel beams, which carry the next floor slab. The building is therefor a ‘fill’ in
building where the walls have to adapt to the placement of the columns in order
to not make uncomfortable spaces.

Bearing brick wall structure

School building windows

Workshop building windows

The windows of the workshop building are larger
and thus more exhibitionistic and makes the building
opened outwards rather than inwards.

The windows of the school building are smaller and therefor more disconnected from
the surroundings, thus making it oriented inwards rather than outwards.

Wall section (school building)
1:20

Elevation E -E
1

2

1:200 (entering the site)
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Section A -A
1

2

1:200 (daytime)

Section A -A
1

2

1:200 (evening time)
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18.00
15.00
18.00

21.00
21.00

24.00
24.00

Spaces that are filled with yellow are spaces that are
open 24 hours a day

The market site will have three main activities going on during the day; market, between approximately 07.30-12.00 and 14.00-18.30, night school, between approximately 18.30-23.00 and the maintenance of market equipment (that will go on in the workshops), between
approximately 08.30 and16.30.

Classroom interior

Sektion B -B

Entering site from south

School building corridor
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1:200

Elevation from road
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Shade and wind in the school building
Small openings on the upper part of the
walls on the school building allow cross
ventilation. The door may also be used.

The air travels through the classrooms
and out of the windows.

The metal mesh that covers the open parts of the building gives both
safety in moving in the building as well as taking the toughest rays of the
sun to give shade in the outer circulation corridors.

Wind in the workshop building
The windows act as
natural cross ventilation
openings.

The room is not very
large but when needed
the doors may be
opened to let air pass in
order to cool down the
building

Shading of spaces

The provided plinth
spaces are primarly
distributed around trees
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All windows have
shutters to close from
the sun

The school building has a metal mesh
membrane that protects from both
sun and falling down
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