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Abstract 
 

This research looks at the French press coverage of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso. The aim 

is to focus on the nature of the coverage by Libération and Le Figaro. Another goal is to find 

out how these newspapers framed their reporting and whether there are similarities and 

differences in their coverage. This research draws upon news framing. It is built on findings 

about the coverage of demonstrations and how the Western media reports about African news. 

It aims at refining the existing research on the subject of French media reporting about Africa 

and at filling the research gap of foreign news coverage of demonstrations in Sub-Saharan 

Africa. The research uses a qualitative content analysis to study the articles published by 

Libération and Le Figaro during the first week of the uprising. It examines the terms used to 

name actors, actions and to define the events. The thesis found that both newspapers covered 

the events in a rather similar way, pointing out the same actors and focusing on the same actions. 

They both draw a violent picture of the events. There were nevertheless differences in framing 

the responsibilities for the violent actions during the uprising. 
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1. Introduction 
 

The topic of this thesis is a comparative content analysis of the coverage by Libération and Le 

Figaro of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso. The sample is made of the articles published by 

both newspapers during the first week of the uprising (14/10/28-14/11/04). These two 

newspapers have been chosen because, arguably, they represent two extremes among the main 

French national newspapers. They are perceived as reporting with an opposite political agenda. 

Libération is perceived has being left-wing, while Le Figaro has a conservative image (Baider, 

2010: 4).  

 

This topic is of academic interest because it links two topics that warrant our attention: news 

framing and French-African relations. “News framing” is a process that consists in emphasizing 

certain facets of social reality and downgrading others (Lecheler et al., 2015: 341). The media 

selects the elements it includes and excludes from its coverage (An & Gower, 2009: 108).  

 

French-African relations have been termed sensitive (Gounin, 2009: 14). This is mostly due to 

the common history, when France colonised a great part of the African continent. Until today, 

France is very present on the continent, not only physically (ibid). Knowing this, the role of 

French media and its news framing when reporting about Africa become even more interesting.  

Studies have been conducted among others by Weavers et al. (1984), Shoemaker et al. (1986) 

or Robinet (2013) to analyse the Western media coverage of African news. They observed a 

relatively clear framing template marked by scarcity (Golan, 2008: 53), negativity (Skare 

Orgeret, 2010: 48) and fact distortion (Asante, 2013: 66). There is nevertheless a great literature 

gap concerning French media coverage of African news, which this thesis aims to fill. 

Halloran et al. (1970), Gitlin (1980) and Bennett (2003) presented studies about news framing 

when the media reports about demonstrations. These authors focused however on 

demonstrations that took place in the Western world. Demonstrations that took place in Africa 

have not been studied yet. The goal of this thesis is to fill this research gap as well.  

 

This thesis focuses on the coverage of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso for several reasons. 

First, Burkina Faso is a former French colony, which led to an intensive French press coverage 

and great interest among the French people. Besides this, Burkina Faso has been mentioned by 

Nothias (2016) as being an interesting example of how complex media framing can be. The 
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author observed that the demonstrations in Burkina Faso in 2014 were generally reported as 

violent (and consequently with negative vocabulary) but turned out to be a “positive” popular 

movement (2016: 6). Finally, no research of the French media reporting about this uprising has 

been done so far.  

 

The thesis is structured as follows: Chapter 2, the literature review, identifies gaps in the 

existing literature, which led to several research questions. The chapter starts by reviewing the 

existing literature about media reporting demonstrations. It then moves on to investigate about 

the coverage of African news by Western media. Finally, academic accounts about French 

media covering African news are reviewed. This leads to the formulation of the research 

question of this study. 

 

Chapter 3 is the methodology chapter. It describes how this study went about finding answers 

to this research question. The chapter examines the method of investigation on which this study 

draws. This is qualitative content analysis. The approach has been piloted. The chapter 

concludes with a summary of the main direction of the thesis’ method.  

 

Chapter 4 is a brief chapter on Burkina Faso and the 2014 uprising. This lays a basis for the 

analytical chapter by providing background knowledge about the events. Chapter 5 presents 

this study’s findings and draws conclusions about the nature of the coverage of the 2014 

uprising in Burkina Faso as portrayed by Libération and Le Figaro. Finally, the Conclusion 

chapter (Chapter 6) summarizes the main findings and how they answer the research question, 

and relates the research findings to key issues raised in the literature review. The theoretical 

implications of this study are then discussed, and the chapter finishes with a brief evaluation of 

the methods that were used, and makes suggestions for future work.  
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2. Literature review  
 
2.1 Introduction  
 
This thesis aims to examine the French press coverage of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso.  

Therefore, this literature review starts at section 2.2 by exploring how the media reports about 

demonstrations.  Section 2.3 surveys opinions about the nature of the coverage of African news 

by Western media.  Following this, section 2.4 focuses on the coverage of African news by 

French media.  Finally, section 2.5 draws conclusions about the gaps in the current literature 

and outlines this dissertation’s research questions. 

 
2.2 Media reporting about demonstrations 
 

Halloran et al. (1970) delivered a major study in the field of demonstration and communication. 

Looking at an anti-Vietnam War demonstration in London in 1968, Halloran et al. found that 

media categorically described the largely peaceful events as being “violent”. Hall et al. (1978) 

confirmed that protesters are usually characterized as “deviants” and “criminals”. Gitlin (1980: 

27) has looked at demonstrations led by the “Students for a Democratic Society” and observed 

a similar focus on the presumed violent character of the movement. 

Consequently, Murdock (1981: 210) found out that laying the focus on the definition of the 

event “served to concentrate attention on the form of actions to the neglect of underlying causes 

and in this way the march was emptied of its radical political content”. 

 

Looking at the media framing, McLeod and Hertog (1998) identified the “protest paradigm”. 

This template is used by journalists reporting protests and consists in focusing on the 

characteristics of the demonstration, rather than on the cause. It also consists in the use of 

derogatory news frames. According to McLeod and Detenber (1999:5), demonstrations are 

represented as a battle between the police and the demonstrators. Protests use to be represented 

in a simplified way. One technique, that has been observed by Bennett (2003:4), consists in 

focusing on personal stories, which plays down the big social and political picture.  

 

According to the following scholars, the media plays a major role when it comes to drawing 

the public’s attention to a social movement. Koopmans (2004: 368) and Tilly (2005) underlined 

that the most important thing is no longer the presence of public at the demonstration itself, but 
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the large audience that can be reached by mass media. Consequently, it is important to note 

how often the protesters get trivialized and marginalized in the media (Detenber et al., 2007).  

 

Even if they get attention, demonstrators are nevertheless often misrepresented. Lazitski (2014: 

907) observed that media tend to stick to stereotypes when reporting about demonstrations. 

This leads to the simplification of the events. Wouters (2015: 477) confirmed that 

demonstration coverage communicates little substance and that it is rarely presented as a debate 

or a legitimate controversy.  

 

2.3 Coverage of African news by Western media 
 

The coverage of African news by Western media is marked by their perceived failure to draw 

a balanced picture of the realities in Africa (Nothias, 2016: 2). Many researchers criticized that 

the coverage is marked by stereotypes, colonial ideas and racist discourses (ibid). Consequently, 

three topics dominate this coverage: scarce coverage, negativity as well as stereotypes and 

distortion of facts. 

 

2.3.1 Scarce coverage 
 

Existing studies about the Western coverage of African news have been conducted about all 

kind of time periods and mostly focused on US American media. Their idea was to find out 

how much attention was accorded to Africa. Weavers et al. (1984) analysed the foreign news 

coverage by ABC, CBS and NBC. Paik (1999) focused on the coverage by the Wall Street 

Journal between 1990 and 1992 and Golan (2008: 53) investigated the US Television’s 

coverage of African news between 2002 and 2004. All these studies found that the African 

continent got by far the least attention in the media. Nothias (2012: 56) came to the same 

conclusion and underlined that this trend is still holding on in today’s coverage. 

 

2.3.2 Negativity  
 

Studies conducted by Masmoudi (1979) and Shoemaker et al. (1986) found that the Western 

media focused on negative news from Africa. Hawk (1992) confirmed these findings and 

underlined that this kind of negative coverage has been common to Western media for decades.  
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This negative tone is mostly due to the choice of topics. Zein and Cooper (1992: 137) claimed 

that there is an over selection of negative issues when reporting about Africa. Indeed, Domatob 

(1994) identified disasters and crises as the main topics and Brookes (1995: 465) added civil 

wars, humanitarian aid, civil conflict, Human Rights, crime and politics to the list. Schraeder 

and Endless (1998) came to the same results when looking at the coverage by The New York 

Times. Similarly, The Glasgow Media Group (2000: 20) analysed the coverage by the British 

press and confirmed that it mostly focused on conflict, terrorism and war in relation to Africa.   

 

Searching for a reason for this dominantly negative coverage, Guest (2004) explained that this 

kind of news still reflects the reality in Africa:  

 

“the reason (journalists) report that Africa is plagued by war, famine and pestilence is that 

Africa is plagued by war, famine and pestilence. They will stop reporting this when it stops 

being true” (Guest, 2004: 254).  

 

In relation to this finding, scholars such as Berger (2010), De B’Beri and Louw (2011), Nothias 

(2012) brought up the concept of “Afro-pessimism”. Nothias (2012: 54) defines the concept as 

“a sense of pessimism about the continent’s ability to overcome pressing challenges related to 

poverty, health, development or governance”. He nevertheless observed a positive trend 

spreading among the Western media covering African news (Nothias, 2014: 335). He 

confirmed this finding in his following research, although he could not deny that the Western 

media follow a “crisis-driven news agenda” (Nothias, 2016: 5).  

In contrast to many scholars, Nothias questioned the domination of negativity in the coverage 

of Africa. First, he underlined that focusing on “bad news” is not exclusive to Africa but applies 

generally to media coverage (Nothias, 2016: 5). Besides, “negativity” is subjective in his 

opinion. Consequently, events that can be perceived and reported “negatively” at first sight can 

turn out to be positive. He cited the example of the demonstrations in Burkina Faso in 2014 that 

were generally reported as violent (and consequently with negative vocabulary) but that turned 

out to be a “positive” popular movement (Nothias, 2016: 6). Similarly, Bunce (2017: 26) 

observed a recent change in the choice of topics when reporting about Africa. There is less 

focus on humanitarian issues (famine, refugees), corruption and political oppression. The media 

reports more about business and sports in Africa. She underlined that the tone of newspaper 

articles has become more positive in 2013 compared to 1994 (Bunce, 2017: 23).  
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2.3.3 Stereotypes and distortion of facts  
 

In her research, Skare Orgeret (2010: 59) observed a one-dimensional coverage of Africa, 

which nevertheless did not seem to disturb many people. According to her, Western media 

could afford to represent a stereotyped picture of Africa because people in Western countries 

lack knowledge about the continent (Skare Orgeret, 2010: 48). This unbalanced coverage is 

mostly due to a lack of sources. Robinet (2013: 162) pointed out that only a small number of 

reporters are in the field, which limits the number of reports about an event. The existing sources 

are mostly international news agencies. Asante (2013: 64) regretted that only foreign news 

agencies report from Africa, while there is no leading news wire from the continent itself. 

According to him, this explains why Africa has such a negative image in the Western world 

(ibid). Asante argued that this leads to a distortion of facts. He cited the most prominent 

example, which is the representation of the African continent as being one country (2013: 66). 

Asante criticized that “African” is used as an adjective to qualify food, culture and history 

(ibid). This sheds a distorted light on the continent with its high number of facets. Nothias 

(2014: 336) also observed a homogenization process of the African continent in its visual 

representation by Western media. After having analysed British, American and French 

magazine covers, he found that the Western media transports one single image for an entire 

continent, based on pre-existing, often colonial, notions of “Africaness” (Nothias, 2014: 335). 

 

2.4 Coverage of African news by French media 
 

Little research has been done about the French media coverage of Africa. Robinet (2013) has 

analysed how French media have reported African news between 1994 and 2008. He found that 

the French media focuses on conflict coverage in Africa. 

He (2013: 152) confirmed the scarce coverage that has been brought up by other scholars who 

studied media from other countries. Focusing on French media, he noticed that more than 60% 

of the reported news take place in French-speaking Africa (Robinet, 2013: 157). As a great 

majority of this part of the continent used to be a French colony, French actors are often 

involved in the events that covered (ibid). In his research, Robinet did not focus on the nature 

of the coverage, but rather on the reasons why the French media chooses to report about African 

issues.  
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2.5 Conclusion 
 
This section aims to draw conclusions about the gaps in the current literature and outline this 

dissertation’s research question. This literature review is a necessarily selective and condensed 

account of literature on topics that are related to, and important for the topics of this study. But 

it aims to provide an indication of the work on groupings of subjects that contribute to the 

broader field of study that this dissertation fits into.  

Concrete gaps in the current literature can be found in the research about French media coverage 

of African news, more specifically the two national newspapers Libération and Le Figaro. 

Besides, scholars have not yet analysed the media coverage of protests and demonstrations in 

Africa by foreign journalists. This thesis aims to fill these gaps by answering the following 

research question: What is the nature of the coverage by Libération and Le Figaro of the 2014 

uprising in Burkina Faso? 

 

The following chapter presents the method used for this study. 
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3. Methodology  
 
3.1 Introduction  

 
 

This chapter explains the method used to conduct the study. The chapter starts by restating the 

research questions in section 3.2. It then examines separately the distinct method of 

investigation on which this study drew. Sections 3.3-3.5 explore the method of qualitative 

content analysis and the piloting exercise that precedes the actual analysis. The chapter 

concludes with a summary of the main direction of the dissertation methods in section 3.6. 

 

3.2 Restating the research questions 
 

The review of the existing literature about the French media coverage of African news and how 

journalists report about demonstrations in Africa revealed several research gaps. This thesis 

aims to fill some of them by answering the following research question:  

 

What is the nature of the coverage by Libération and Le Figaro of the 2014 uprising in Burkina 

Faso? 

 

This research question gave rise to the following sub-research questions: 

 

SRQ 1: What is the representation of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso according to 

Libération? 

SRQ 2: What is the representation of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso according to Le Figaro? 

SRQ 3: What are the similarities and differences of the ways in which the events were covered 

by the two newspapers?  

 

3.3 Qualitative content analysis 
 

Content analysis is a research technic that is aimed at the systematic, objective and quantitative 

description of content (Berelson, 1952: 147). This suggests that it can be driven quantitatively 

and qualitatively. Quantitative content analysis consists mainly of counting words (Titscher et 

al., 2000: 57). Qualitative content analysis, on the other hand, is defined by Mayring (2014) as: 
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“an approach of empirical, methodological controlled analysis of texts within their context of 

communication, following content analytical rules and step by step models, without rash 

quantification” (Mayring, 2014: 1). This means that the context is playing a major role in the 

analysis of the sample.  

 

3.3.1 Strengths and weaknesses of Qualitative content analysis  
 

One main strength of this method is the fact that it is a flexible research technique that can be 

used for analysing large bodies of text (Hansen & Machin 2013: 112). It is easy to use, as it is 

following a clear defined structure (ibid). These two features are fitting very well into my 

research as I am analysing a large sample of articles, published in two newspapers.   

 

Qualitative content analysis is characterized by three features: it reduces data, it is systematic 

and flexible (Schreier, 2013: 170). These features are among the greatest strengths of the 

method. Another asset is that it is strictly controlled methodologically and that the material is 

analysed step-by-step (Kohlbacher, 2006: 14). This is mainly done through coding. This rule-

based approach makes the technique strong, as it guarantees that the analysis is reproducible 

(Gläser & Laudel, 1999: 2), which is a proof of quality.  

 

The technique has nevertheless a few weaknesses. There is a problem of inference, when 

conclusions are drawn about an entire text, only based on the analysis of a text sample (Titscher 

et al., 2000: 65). Moreover, reliability can be questioned, especially looking at the 

trustworthiness of the coding (ibid). Furthermore, there might be a loss of concrete information 

as qualitative content analysis requires the researcher to focus on the aspects that relate to the 

overall research question (Schreier, 2013: 170).  

 

To put it into a nutshell, qualitative content analysis uses the advantages of quantitative content 

analysis but applies a qualitative text interpretation (Kohlbacher, 2006: 15). The coding frame 

will be partly data-driven and can change during its construction and the pilot (Schreier, 2013: 

174). 
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3.3.2 The appropriateness of qualitative content analysis to this study 
 

As mentioned, qualitative content analysis is a great method to get through a large amount of 

data (Hansen & Machin 2013: 112). My sample consists of a total of 40 articles of different 

lengths (between 500 and 2000 words), which have been taken from two different newspapers. 

This method makes it possible to summarize this large sample to get an overview of the words 

used and their frequency. This will tell us much about the choice of terms used to describe the 

events. Since I would like to study the nature of the representation it is important to focus on 

which words have been used in which context.  

The rule-based approach of this method makes it appropriate for my plan to compare two 

different newspapers. As I am using the same coding frame for both newspapers, meaning that 

I apply the same categories, the comparison between both newspapers becomes reliable. 

 

3.4 Description of the research procedure 
 

3.4.1 The sample that was selected for the analysis 
 

The sample for the analysis consists of 40 articles (see the list in the appendices) taken from 

the online version of two main French national newspapers, namely Libération and Le Figaro. 

These two newspapers are perceived among the audience as being opposite: Libération has the 

image of being left wing, while Le Figaro is known as being more conservative (Baider, 2010: 

4). 

The selected articles have been published between October 28th and November 4th 2014. This 

period has been chosen because it encloses the main events of the uprising: the preparatory 

demonstrations, the two main days (30th and 31st October) when President Compaoré decided 

to leave the power and the immediate post-uprising period when the transition was set up by 

the militaries.  

The sample includes same-day articles, interviews and background reportages. I did not 

consider personal portraits of Blaise Compaoré and background articles that do not focus on 

the uprising because their content was not relevant for the study. In addition, news tickers and 

dispatches from Agence France Presse (the French news agency) were also excluded from the 

sample because their choice of words is not made by the journalists themselves who copied 

word for word the disptaches. The frequency however of these materials would throw off the 

counting of words.  
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3.4.2 Steps of the research 
 

Qualitative content analysis is conducted thanks to a coding frame where the content of the 

articles is categorised to be analysed more smoothly. As the coding frame is the backbone of 

this method, the identification of the categories is a main step. I used an “open-coding” technic, 

evoked among others by Strauss and Corbin (1990) and Mayring (2014). I formulated key 

categories as references before going through roughly 10% of the sample. I then added and 

rearranged the final category setting. My key categories were “Actors” and “Actions”. While 

going through the material, I added “Definition of the events” and “Places”. Once the categories 

were set, I proceeded to the piloting of my categories to check if any adjustments were 

necessary. My categories were fitting to the purpose of this study and ought to provide an 

answer to my research question. I nevertheless chose to delete the “Places” category because 

the findings were not relevant enough. I consequently designed the final coding frame.  

 

With a final coding frame version, I proceeded to the coding of all 40 articles. I established a 

separate coding sheet for each newspaper but applied the same categories. Once the coding 

completed, I regrouped in each category expressions and actions that are alike in subcategories 

to get better and clearer results when tallying up the frequencies. I then analysed the nature and 

frequency of the variables in my categories for each newspaper. Finally, I compared the 

coverage of the two newspapers.  

 

3.4.3 Categories 
 

My coding frame consists of three categories: Actors, Actions and Definition of the events.  

 

Category 1: Actors  

Actors are the main element of news. It is consequently interesting to analyse who they are and 

how they are described. The choice of adjectives and synonyms to describe certain actors tells 

us something about the nature of the coverage. Moreover, the frequency of mentioning an actor 

is also revealing when it comes to who is portrayed as playing the main part or who is of 

secondary importance, according to a newspaper.  
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Category 2: Actions 

This category is complementary to the “Actors” category. The actions that are assigned to 

certain actors reveals how they are portrayed by a newspaper. Depending on how they are 

described, their image can considerably change. This is why the analysis chapter combines 

actors and actions, effectively cross-correlating these two categories because not doing so could 

lead to abstractions and incorrect findings. 

 

Category 3: Definition of the events 

In this category I am interested in the terms used by the journalists to describe the events. I 

would like to find out if they focused on different aspects of the events and how they described 

them. Also, I wonder how they call the event.   

 

3.5 Pilot 
 

The “open-coding” technic contains one major difficulty: the temptation to continuously adapt 

the coding frame. The more you know about the content, the clearer it is which categories are 

relevant. However, this must be avoided, as the research may become invalid if the sample is 

not coded in one single and consequent way (Hansen & Machin, 2013: 26). To avoid this, it is 

very important to conduct a piloting study before starting with the coding of the entire sample 

(ibid). Thanks to this, it is possible to add minor adjustments to the previously designed coding 

frame to adapt to the data and produce a representative analysis (ibid). Moreover, piloting is 

also used to check consistency during the coding process (2013: 109).  

 

3.5.1 Steps taken to pilot the coding frame applied to the 40 press articles 
 

I kept the method formulated by Schreier (2013: 14) while conducting the piloting. Her 

technique entails four steps: selecting the material, the trial coding, evaluation and modifying 

the coding frame (ibid). I chose two articles from each newspaper and applied my coding frame 

to conduct my piloting.  

 

3.5.2 Findings that emerged from the pilot 
 

After the piloting, I chose to delete the category “Places” as the findings were not relevant 

enough. The term that was mentioned most in this category was “Burkina Faso”, a neutral word 
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which did not tell much about the news framing. The other categories remained unchanged. My 

final coding frame consists of the categories “Actors”, “Actions” and “Definition of the events”.  

 

3.6 Conclusion  
 

This study draws on the method of qualitative content analysis. The techniques of this method 

were based on works by Schreier (2013), Strauss and Corbin (1990) and Mayring (2014). The 

aim of the method is to analyse the nature of the coverage by Libération and Le Figaro of the 

2014 uprising in Burkina Faso. Chapter 5 will apply this method to the sample, as discussed 

above. I attempted to make the process of research clear, and to include significant details and 

reasons for key decisions. The method has been diligently piloted. The suitability of the method 

for this study has been discussed, and attention was drawn to their respective strengths and 

weaknesses.  

 

The following chapter will be factual and provide background knowledge about Burkina Faso 

and the 2014 uprising.  
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4. Context – Burkina Faso and the 2014 uprising  
 

Burkina Faso is a former French colony situated in West-Africa. It became independent in 1960 

(Boukari-Yabara, 2015: 30). Until 1984 the country was named “Haute-Volta” (ibid). Burkina 

Faso’s political history used to be troubled and is marked by strikes and protests (Engels, 2015: 

2). Blaise Compaoré came to power in 1987 after a military coup and the murder of the former 

President, Thomas Sankara (Boukari-Yabara, 2015: 30).  

 

Compaoré installed a semi-authoritarian regime (Frère & Englebert, 2015: 299), which 

stabilized the country politically. The President still had to face mass-protests, the greatest in 

1998 (Engels, 2015: 3) and 2011 (Eyebiyi, 2014: 2). In 2013, the civil movement “Balai 

Citoyen” – the “civil broom” - was founded (Engels, 2015: 3). The leaders of the movement 

were local musicians and rappers (Eyebiyi, 2014:2). It played a major role during the protests 

against Compaoré in 2014 (Engels, 2015: 3).   

 

In October 2014, the government proposed to amend the constitution, more precisely the Article 

37 (Hagberg et al., 2015: 204). The modification of this article would have enabled Compaoré 

to run again for presidency in 2015, after 27 years in power (Engels, 2015: 1). The 

announcement provoked broad outrage among the civil society (Hagberg et al., 2015: 205).  

Between the 28th and 30th of October 2014, several hundred thousand people demonstrated in 

the capital as well as in other big cities of the country (Frère & Englebert, 2015: 296). Compaoré 

ignored the people’s call for the withdrawal of the amendment (Hagberg et al., 2015: 208).  

The situation escalated on the morning of the voting day, October 30th 2014, when some 

demonstrators set the parliament building on fire (Frère & Englebert, 2015: 297). During the 

day, symbols and strategic places of the regime (e.g. the national TV) were looted and destroyed 

(Hagberg et al., 2015: 210). The opposition leader, Zéphirin Diabré, deplored at least ten 

victims among the demonstrators (ibid). The people in the streets started to request Compaoré’s 

resignation (2015: 211). Compaoré tried in the beginning to stay in power through giving up 

the amendment project and announcing that he will surrender his office at the end of his 

mandate (Frère & Englebert, 2015: 297). This was not enough to satisfy neither the 

demonstrators nor the political opposition (ibid).       

The demonstrations continued on October 31st. The armed forces decided to not shoot at the 

demonstrators. Compaoré finally signed a resignation decree and left the capital (ibid). Quickly, 



 20 

General Honoré Traoré declared that he would temporarily take over the power (Frère & 

Englebert, 2015: 298). He was soon seconded by Lieutenant Colonel Isaac Zida (ibid). Several 

days of negotiations followed and finally, Zida was awarded by the mandate of transitional head 

of state (ibid).  

 

The following chapter shows how the method of qualitative content analysis was used to 

analyse the press articles of the study. 
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5. Qualitative content analysis of the coverage of the 2014 

uprising in Burkina Faso by Libération and Le Figaro 
 

5.1 Analysis: What is the representation of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso according 
to Libération? 

 

Actors and actions:  

The main actors are the regime and its president, the political opposition, the demonstrators, 

civil movements and France. One actor in the event is “the regime”, that is described as “semi-

authoritarian”, “worn” as well as “gnawed by corruption”. These loaded descriptions are what 

can be considered typical for Western coverage of African issues, which tends to portray Africa 

as a continent with a malfunctioning system (Skare Orgeret, 2010: 48).  

 

President Compaoré is very dominant among the actors. He has been mentioned in 25,1% of 

the cases. This shows the essential role he played during the event. The demonstrations are 

taking place because of him. The journalists describe him as the “President for life”, which 

underlines his 27 years long career that he is not willing to end. After his resignation, he is 

called the “dethroned President”, pointing out his powerlessness against the protests. This is 

further reinforced by describing his actions as a doubting and uncertain person: “to wait”, “to 

doubt”, “to anticipate”, “to try”. Libération describes him as a “collapsed” man who must leave 

the country.  

 

The driving force on the civil side is the population, which is cited in 19,1% of the cases. Most 

of the people are described as demonstrators. Adjectives underline their great number: 

“thousands”, “a million”, “tens of thousands”. The mass is literally shoreless: “human tide”. 

This strongly suggests that the event was created by the people for the people. The population 

is described as an “angry mass” that needs to be taken seriously. The protests are popular in 

nature, and stand for a grassroots movement.  

The demonstrators are portrayed as being determined to get rid of the President: “to dethrone”, 

“make fall”, “to require the departure”, “to sweep Blaise”. The people are acting very violently. 

The journalists use war and brutal vocabulary to describe the events: “putting the parliament on 

fire”, “enflame”, “invade”, “to take by storm”, “facing the soldiers”, “drown in the chaos”, “to 

burst”. This description is emphasised by the reaction of the armed forces: “to reply”, “to 

intervene”, “open the fire”. This has nothing to do with some pacific demonstrations. These are 
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civil-war like scenes, where the demonstrators seem to have started the troubles. This kind of 

coverage is common when reporting about demonstrations and conflicts, namely focusing on 

the dramatic elements (Baden & Tenenboim-Weinblatt, 2017: 8) and making the demonstrators 

responsible for it (McLeod & Detenber, 1999: 1).  

 

Besides the population, political and civil movements participate in the demonstrations. The 

journalists mention the implication of the trade unions, a traditionally strong part of the political 

opposition in Burkina Faso (Phelan, 2016: 108). The political opposition is cited in 8,4% of the 

cases and gets consequently more attention than the civil movements (5,4%). Still, Libération 

presents the “Balai citoyen” (“civil broom”) and its leaders. The newspaper underlines that it 

was a key civil movement as it attracted young people who played an important role during the 

event.  

 

Among the international actors, France is mentioned in 4,2% of the cases and it is the most 

cited country in this sub-category. It is often described neutrally with the country’s name, but 

as well with its status: “former colonial power” or “ex-colonial power”. This emphasizes that 

France has had a tight relationship with Burkina Faso for a very long time. Other countries are 

mentioned, such as the USA, as well as international organisations, which shows that the 

situation in Burkina Faso is followed internationally. The interest of France and the 

international community is mostly limited to commentaries, such as “condemn”, “call for 

transferring the power”, “call for elections” or “asking for a dialogue”.  

 

Definition of the events: 

The events are described as demonstrations (14,1%), which are completed with adjectives 

pointing out their exceptional size: “monster demonstrations”, “historical demonstrations” or 

“giant demonstrations”. Violent terms are used in 40,8% of the description: “brutal transition”, 

“clashes”, “violence”, “conflict”, “riots”, “bloody riots”. The word “crisis”, highlights the 

exceptionality of the events. The exact level of violence that was witnessed during these days 

can be questioned, but these findings echo the study by Robinet (2013: 102), who found that 

journalists reporting about Africa tend to dramatize events. The words “chaos”, “troubles”, “a 

day of confusion and chaos” and “whirls” give the impression of an unorganised, chaotic event 

that lacks strategy and aim. This underscores the idea that the events have not been organised 

by a party but are public gatherings, driven by emotion: “public insurrection”, “public anger”, 

“citizen pressure”, “public uprising” and “public protest”.  
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There are several references to the Arab Spring: “Burkinabè Spring”, “Black Spring”, “the 

beginning of the ‘African Spring’”, “a smell of African Spring”. These comparisons are highly 

symbolic, as the Arab Spring stands for a civil movement and the quest for liberty and 

democracy but also for an uncertain future. When writing these articles in 2014, the journalists 

already were aware of the destinies of the Arabic states that witnessed uprisings in 2011. The 

expression of the “great wind of hope” that is blowing in Burkina Faso after the demonstrations 

contrasts with the rather brutal description of the events. Citing Burkina Faso in this context 

expresses this mixture of worry and hope felt by both, the Bukinabè people as well as the 

international community as both do not know how the future of the country and the entire region 

is going to look like.  

The President also plays a role in the definition of the events. An expression such as “anti-

Compaoré mobilisation” or the regular mention of the “fall of the President Compaoré, points 

out that the uprising was focused on only one person: Blaise Compaoré.  

Libération calls the taking over of the power by Zida, respectively Traoré, a “coup d’état”. This 

is a very strong word. It has been mentioned in two different contexts in the sample. One time 

it was used by the international community and the opposition to protest against the taking over 

of the power by the military. However, it was also used by the opposition and the civil society 

to denounce the government’s project, that represents a “constitutional coup d’état”. Both sides 

misused the term, which has a precise juridical definition. The continent is suspected to host 

coup d’états regularly. The fact that Libération picks up these two quotes shows the biased 

coverage that occurs regularly when it comes to Africa (Nothias, 2016: 2).  

 

5.2 Analysis: What is the representation of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso according 
to Le Figaro? 

 

Actors and actions:  

The main actors are the president, the political opposition, the demonstrators, two high ranked 

militaries and France. The president Blaise Compaoré is mentioned in 25,9% of the cases and 

is consequently the most cited actor by Le Figaro. He is called the “stainless Compaoré”, 

underlining his clinging to power and his endurance at the top. During the protests, he is 

presented as aiming to pacify the demonstrations by “proposing negotiations”, “cancelling the 

project”, “declaring that ‘he understood the message of the people’”. He nevertheless did decide 

from the beginning that he was going to stay in power: “refuse to resign”, “want to stay in 

power”, “stay in power”. He was finally forced to resign. Le Figaro calls him “the dethroned 
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president”, which highlights his powerlessness against the popular wave that has risen against 

him. He is then presented as a victim of the troubles, in that he is “forced to flee”, “chased 

away” and needs to “find refuge” in a neighbouring country.  

 

The driving force behind these events, according to Le Figaro, are the civil demonstrators who 

have come out in great numbers: “thousands of demonstrators”, “tens of thousands of 

demonstrators”, “hundreds of demonstrators”, “one million of persons”, “immense crowd”. The 

numbers of protesters are described in vague terms, which suggests that their numbers are 

greater than the eye can see and the protests are unorganized. The term “people of 

Ouagadougou” refers to the fact that these are citizens, taking back their town and country. The 

demonstrators seem to be very decided to challenge the government: “launching an ultimatum 

to the President”, “calling for the resignation of the President”, “asking for the end of the reign”, 

“require” or “calling for ‘civil disobedience’”. The latest quote shows that the political 

opposition counts on the population’s participation. 

The actions of the demonstrators are presented as being rather violent. The journalists use a war 

vocabulary: “riposting by casting stones”, “to invade”, “to chase”. These are not simple 

demonstrations against a governmental project, but a popular, civil war that lacks strategy.  

These kinds of reports are contrasted by the non-violent reactions of the armed forces which 

seem to “rarely intervene”, “taking nobody in for questioning” and are “notably passive”. This 

gives the impression that the demonstrators are looking for clashes, out of order, and unruly, 

whereas the regime is appeasing and responsible, and tries to cool down the situation. This 

echoes McLeod’s and Detenber’s findings, that journalists tend to focus on the demonstrator’s 

violent actions, rather than on their issues when reporting about demonstrations (1999:1). 

 

Le Figaro calls the two militaries that wanted to take over the power after Compaoré’s 

resignation “putschists”, which is a particularly strong word under these circumstances. My 

study indicates, in line with Brookes, that Western media tend to stereotype and dramatize 

African realities (1995: 465). The transition and its actors are presented as being forced, not 

wanted by the people: “taking over the power”, “to impose oneself”, “taking control”, “to 

declare oneself head of state”. This fits into the stereotyped image of African realities, where 

the system is not working (Skare Orgeret, 2010: 48), that is regularly painted by Western media.  

 

Le Figaro mentions the “Mogho Naba”, the king of the largest ethnic in Burkina Faso, who still 

has a great influence on the country’s politics. Naming him four times confirms the quest for 
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exoticism when reporting about African issues and it underlines that Burkina Faso is far from 

being a democracy. This confirms Asante’s findings that Western journalists like to highlight 

the exotics aspects of Africa when reporting about the continent (2013: 65).  

 

France is mentioned in 15,5% of the cases, which emphasizes that for Le Figaro, the country 

plays an important role. It also underscores the lasting bond between the two countries and the 

influence France has in Burkina Faso. The fact that other countries, such as the USA, as well 

as several international organisations are among the mentioned actors, highlights that the 

uprising in Burkina Faso is not only an internal but rather an international issue. In this case, 

the interferences were mostly limited to comments such as “feeling pleased about Blaise 

Compaoré’s decision”, “appreciate the courage of Burkina Faso’s people”, “express 

preoccupation” or “asking for appeasement”. However, some international actors also 

formulated concrete claims, such as a “call for a civil transition”, “formulating rules”, “asking 

for elections”. Some of them even “proposed their support” or admitted being involved in 

“Blaise Compaoré’s exfiltration”. This finding confirms that the Western media tends to portray 

Africa as a continent that needs help from the North (Skare Orgeret, 2010: 48). 

 

Definition of the events: 

Violent denominations are mentioned in 59,1% of the cases and consequently prevail in this 

section. The events are described as “confrontations”, “violence”, “clashes” or “riots”. This 

gives the impression that the events are unorganised and lack leadership. A row of superlatives 

“mass demonstrations”, “monumental demonstrations”, “big demonstrations”, underline the 

size of the popular uprising. It is indeed driven by the population, as it is indicated by the 

adjective “public” in “public anger”, the “public contestation” or the “public demonstrations”. 

It is an exceptional event: “the deepest crisis” and “historical demonstrations”, which indicates 

that this is a turning point and underscores the news value of the events. This confirms that for 

the coverage of conflicts and demonstrations, as Baden and Tenenboim-Weinblatt (2017: 8) 

found, journalists focus on the violent aspects of events.  

The expression “anti-Compaoré mobilisation” encapsulates the representation of these events: 

citizens revolt against the tyranny of the forever-president, rather than the actual annulation of 

the law project. This impression is emphasised by mentioning the “fall of the President”, 

presented as the turning point during the events. 
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5.3 Analysis: What are the similarities and differences of the ways in which the events 
were covered by the two newspapers?  

 

Similarities:  

Both newspapers mention the president, the protesters and France as main actors. The President 

Blaise Compaoré is the dominating actor in both coverages, as it can be observed in the 

comparing table below (Table 1). The frequency of naming him is almost similar in both 

newspapers (25%). He plays a key role in the evolution of the situation. He was the starting and 

turning point for the demonstrations. The events are called by both newspapers “anti-Compaoré 

movement” and the “fall of the President” is mentioned several times. The protests that were 

supposed to lead to the end of a law project have become an unexpected uprising against one 

single person and his clan. Both newspapers draw attention to the fact that Compaoré did not 

want to leave the power but that he was obliged to by the demonstrators. By focusing on the 

personal trial of President Compaoré during the uprising, the newspapers simplified the events 

and played down the big social and political picture, a technique formulated by Bennett 

(2003:4).  

 

Both newspapers stress that the protests are first and foremost led by the population: they point 

out the impressive and historical size of the demonstrations. Although Table 2 shows that the 

main action of the protesters is to demonstrate, both also point out the high level of violence 

during the uprising, as it can be observed in Table 4. In both newspapers, the described action 

modus is the same. First, the opposition tries “civil disobedience”, then it becomes violent. Le 

Figaro calls the demonstrations “riots”, namely events that are oriented against the government, 

without real strategy and organisation. Libération emphasises this picture, by drawing a chaotic 

and bloody image of the events. The fact that the newspapers focus on the dramatic aspects of 

the events is a typical journalistic behaviour when reporting about crises (Baden & Tenenboim-

Weinblatt, 2017: 8). It can be noted that any of the two newspapers calls the events a revolution, 

although the Burkinabè press did (Hagberg et al., 2015: 201). Throughout their coverage, both 

newspapers tend to stick to African stereotypes when reporting about the demonstrations, which 

leads, like described by Lazitski (2014:907), to the simplification of the events. 

 

Differences:  

The two newspapers do not paint the same picture of Blaise Compaoré. Le Figaro shows a 

strong and pacifying man who becomes a victim of his own population, when he gets “chased 
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away”. Libération describes Compaoré rather like a doubting, weak man, who “collapses” 

under the pressure. Libération underlines the bad conditions in which the regime is, a point that 

is not made by Le Figaro.  

Both newspapers consider the political opposition as a main actor, naming them in a similar 

frequency of approximately 8%, but focus on different elements. Le Figaro focuses on the 

leaders of the opposition, naming several of them, while Libération mentions the presence of 

trade unions in the protest, the traditional non-party opposition in Burkina Faso. These varying 

focuses give a different impression on who is playing a key role in the protests: either the party 

leaders or the representatives of the workers. Consequently, the protests get a different identity. 

On the civil side, Libération gives more attention to the civil movements than Le Figaro, as it 

can be observed in Table 1 below.  

 

Le Figaro describes the demonstrators as violent, calling them “rioters” or “protesters”. 

Libération uses more pacific vocabulary, describing them as “respectful people” or “the upright 

people”, in relation to the translation of the country’s name: the country of the upright people. 

Both newspapers portray the demonstrators as being decided to challenge the government. In 

Le Figaro, the opposition puts pressure on the President: “launching an ultimatum to the 

President”. In Libération, it has only one goal: “to sweep Blaise”. They represent the event as 

a battle between the armed forces and the demonstrators, a technique that has been observed 

earlier by McLeod and Detenber (1999:5).  Le Figaro describes a rather peaceful reply from 

the armed forces, which are “notably passive” to the violent mass. Table 3 shows that according 

to Le Figaro, 12,8% of the actions by the regime was non-violent. By doing this, the newspaper 

sticks to a framing technique formulated by Hall et al. (1978) that consists in characterizing 

protesters as “deviants” and “criminals”. In contrast, Libération emphasises that the armed 

forces “reply” and “open the fire”. In Table 3 it can be observed that Libération describes 8,8% 

of the regime’s actions as being violent. The newspaper also notes there was at least one 

casualty. There is a difference in the description of the atmosphere after the president’s 

resignation. In Le Figaro, people are “satisfied” and “show their joy”. Libération emphasises 

that the opposition “keeps up the pressure”.  

 

Among the international actors, Le Figaro pays much more attention to France than Libération, 

mentioning it in 15,5% of the cases against 4,2% in Libération. Le Figaro reports that France 

declared having actively participated in the exfiltration of Blaise Compaoré, while Libération 

writes that no one was directly involved in this action.  
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Besides the key actors, Le Figaro mentions actors who were less noticed by Libération: the 

King “Mogho Naba” and the two competitors for the position of the transitional presidency 

who were called “putschists”. Bringing up these actors shows that Le Figaro is sticking to the 

stereotyped reporting that is typical for Western media, underlining clichés such as a 

malfunctioning political system (Skare Orgeret, 2010: 48).  

Libération compares the events to the Arab Spring, with all positive and negative aspects. It 

highlights the “great wind of hope” blowing in Burkina Faso, a rather peaceful and positive 

image. This comparison is not done by Le Figaro. Moreover, Libération mentions the strong 

word “coup d’état”. It has been used by the opposition to describe the President’s attitude, as 

well as by the international community to denounce the transition of power after the President’s 

resignation.  
 

Actors Libération Le Figaro 

Blaise Compaoré 25,1% 25,9% 

Political opposition 8,4% 8,2% 

Demonstrators 19,1% 8,5% 

Civil movements 5,4% 2,5% 

France 4,2% 15,5% 

Table 1: Comparison of the frequency of naming the key actors in both newspapers  

 
Actions by the political opposition 

and the demonstrators  
Libération Le Figaro 

To demonstrate 44,4% 35,2% 

To destroy, to be violent 30,6% 33,3% 

Table 2: Comparison of the actions by the political opposition and demonstrators during the events in both 
newspapers  

 
Actions by the regime  Libération Le Figaro 

Violent reactions 8,8% 4,3% 

Non-violent reactions 5,3% 12,8% 

Table 3: Comparison of the actions by the regime during the events in both newspapers  

 
Definition of the events Libération Le Figaro 

Violence 40,8% 59,1% 

Demonstrations 14,1% 29,5% 

Table 4: Comparison of the terms used to define the events in both newspapers  
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6. Conclusion 
 

6.1 Introduction  
 

This chapter starts in section 6.2 summarising the findings of the analysis in chapter 5, in 

relation to the research question and the sub-research questions. Section 6.3 elaborates on the 

thesis’ conceptual frameworks and its limitations. And finally, section 6.4 looks at how this 

dissertation can contribute to future research.  

 

6.2 Findings relevant to the sub-research questions 1-3  
 

6.2.1 Findings relevant to sub-research question 1 “What is the representation of the 
2014 uprising in Burkina Faso according to Libération?” 

 

Libération presents the 2014 uprising as a very violent, bloody and unexpected crisis. The 

demonstrations were immense and the mass was rather violent. The event is compared to the 

Arab Spring because one of the main actors was the population who rose against a president 

who was in power since several decades. The latter is another key actor in Libération’s 

coverage. President Compaoré is described as a weak person who is powerless against the 

protests. Libération makes him partly responsible for the violent and chaotic course the events 

took.  

 

6.2.2 Findings relevant to sub-research question 2 “What is the representation of the 
2014 uprising in Burkina Faso according to Le Figaro?” 

 

The 2014 uprising is described as violent mass demonstrations that drowned the country in a 

deep crisis. Le Figaro presents the demonstrators as being largely responsible for the clashes 

while the regime and the president tried to cool down the situation. The latest is described as a 

strong person who became victim of its own population. Le Figaro frames the news 

dramatically, calling “putschists” the two militaries who wanted to take over the power after 

the President’s resignation.  
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6.2.3 Findings relevant to sub--research question 3 “What are the similarities and 
differences of the ways in which the events were covered by the two newspapers?” 

 
 

The coverage by the two newspapers are generally quite similar. Both newspapers describe the 

events as unexpected mass demonstrations that became very violent. They apply the same kind 

of news framing when they report about the events. They present them as a battle between the 

armed forces and the demonstrators, a technique that has been observed earlier by McLeod and 

Detenber, (1999:5). The main actors are in both cases suggested to be the President and the 

demonstrators. The latter made up of the political and civil opposition, as well as a faceless 

mass of people. The President is presented by both newspapers as a key actor who decided 

about the scenario of the event. By focusing on the personal trial of President Compaoré during 

the uprising, the newspapers simplified the events and played down the big social and political 

picture, a technique formulated by Bennett (2003: 4). Throughout their coverage, both 

newspapers had a tendency to stick to African stereotypes when reporting about the 

demonstrations, which led, like described by Lazitski (2014: 907), to the simplification of the 

events.  

 

There are nevertheless nuances in the two coverage. The key actor, President Compaoré, is 

described as a weak and fickle person by Libération, while Le Figaro presents him as a strong 

man, who becomes the victim of the troubles. Regarding the demonstrators is Libération 

focusing more on the role of the civil movements. Le Figaro is the only one to mention the 

King “Mogho Naba” and calls the high ranked militaries “putschists”. Moreover, it focuses 

more on the role that France played during the events. Le Figaro reports that France intervened 

concretely in the events through organizing the exfiltration of Compaoré. Libération did not 

observe this implication. Regarding the description of the event, is Libération the only 

comparing the events to the Arab Spring. The main difference can be observed in the framing 

of the violence that occurred during the demonstrations. Libération points out that both sides, 

the demonstrators and the armed forces, provoked the clashes. Le Figaro presents the 

demonstrators as being the only ones responsible for the violent actions, sticking to a framing 

technique formulated by Hall et al. (1978) consisting in characterizing protesters as “deviants” 

and “criminals”.  
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6.3 Elaboration of the dissertation’s conceptual framework and its limitations  
 

This study aimed to reinforce the research about French media coverage of African news, more 

specifically the two national newspapers Libération and Le Figaro. Regarding these sources, 

the thesis fills a research gap, as no analysis of their coverage of the 2014 uprising in Burkina 

Faso has been done so far. The dissertation also fills the broader research gap of studies about 

how foreign journalists report demonstrations in Africa. The study focused on the coverage by 

Libération and Le Figaro because they are perceived as two extremes among French national 

newspapers.  

This focus on two sources is the main limitation of the dissertation. Analysing two newspapers’ 

coverage might not be enough to draw conclusions. Still, they are among the greatest French 

newspapers and arguably grant us a jumping board to start to understand how these events were 

represented in the French press. The chosen sample covers the first week of the uprising, which 

included the most important parts of the events. These limitations were chosen in order to keep 

the sample in a reasonable size, which seemed logical in view of the scope of this project.  

 

6.4 Conclusion  
 

This research has built on and tested existing knowledge about Western media coverage of 

African news and demonstration reporting. It has presented original findings about the coverage 

by the French media of African news and the reporting of demonstrations in Africa by foreign 

journalists, which fills a gap in existing literature. In addition, the findings of the analysis could 

confirm and contrast with existing literature which is discussed in the literature review. By 

doing so, the research has contributed to think about how the French media reports on events 

occurring in its former colony Burkina Faso in Africa. One of the main findings resides in the 

similarity of the coverage, in spite of the two newspapers being perceived as two extremes 

among the French press. The differences can be found in details and nuances.  

 

The conclusions that were reached can serve as a basis to, tentatively and carefully, say 

something about how French media see and portray African realities and crises. Future studies 

could build on this dissertation by comparing the French reporting with the coverage by media 

from countries that did not colonize Burkina Faso and consequently do not have a comparable 

link with this country.   
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8. Appendices 
 
8.1 List of the used articles  

 
Libération 
 
October 28th 

- Burkina Faso : Compaoré veut effacer sa date de péremption, Jean-Louis Le Touzet 
 
October 29th 

-  « Ce moment étant anticipé par le pouvoir », Jean-Louis Le Touzet 
- Au Burkina Faso, un parfum de printemps africain, Louise Agar 

 
October 30th 

- Burkina : suivie par l’armée, la rue fait chuter le régime, Louise Agar 
- Le Burkina s’enflamme contre le régime Compaoré, AFP 

 
October 31st 

-  « Si c’est le général Traoré qui prend le pouvoir, ça chauffer encore », Louise Agar 
- La crise au Burkina Faso en trois questions, Louise Agar 
- Le Burkina Faso a eu raison de Blaise Compaoré, Maria Malagardis  

 
November 1st 

- Burkina Faso : deux militaires se disputent le pouvoir, AFP 
 
November 2nd 

- Au Burkina Faso, confusion sans transition, Maria Malagardis 
- Burkina : l’armée prend le contrôle des lieux stratégiques, AFP 

 
November 3rd 

- Burkina : reprise des concertations lundi pour former un régime de transition, AFP 
- Au Burkina, Isaac Zida promet une transition « dans un cadre constitutionnel », AFP 

 
November 4th 

- L’ombre bienveillante de Paris sur la fuite de Compaoré, Thomas Hofnung  
 
Le Figaro 
 
October 28th 

- L’opposition veut la fin du règne de Blaise Compaoré, Tanguy Berthemet  
- Echauffourées au Burkina Faso, LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 

 
October 30th 

- Hollande avait mis en garde Compaoré, LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 
- La Belgique déconseille d’aller au Burkina Faso, LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 
- Burkina : l’Union africaine, « profondément préoccupée », appelle à la « retenue », 

LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 
- Burkina : la CEDEAO met en garde contre le coup d’Etat, LeFigaro.fr avec Reuters 
- Burkina : Compaoré décrète l’état de siège, LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 
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- Burkina : l’opposant Diabré conteste l’état d’urgence et réclame la démission de 
Compaoré, LeFigaro.fr avec Reuters 

- Burkina Faso : l’armée annonce un gouvernement de transition, LeFigaro.fr  
 
October 31st 

- Burkina : « Compaoré prendre la bonne décision » (Hollande), LeFigaro.fr avec Reuters 
- Burkina : la France veut être « facilitateur », LeFigaro.fr avec Reuters 
- Burkina : le quartier des ministères pillé, LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 
- Burkina Faso : Blaise Compaoré quitte le pouvoir, LeFigaro.fr  
- Burkina Faso : Paris applique le principe de neutralité, Isabelle Lasserre  

 
November 1st 

- Burkina : retour au calme à Ouagadougou, LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 
- Le calme revient au Burkina Faso, l’armée désigne un chef d’Etat provisoire, 

LeFigaro.fr  
- Burkina : un nouveau chef d’Etat de transition auto-proclamé, LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 
- Burkina Faso : deux militaires se proclament chef de l’Etat, LeFigaro.fr  

 
November 2nd 

- Burkina : un mort dans les tirs dimanche, LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 
- Paris et Washington appellent les putschistes à une « transition civile » au Burkina Faso, 

LeFigaro.fr  
- Burkina : des soldats ont pris le contrôle de la télévision nationale à Ouagadougou, 

LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 
 
November 3rd 

- Au Burkina, l’armée résiste aux pressions, Tanguy Berthemet 
- Burkina Faso : l’appel de Paris, LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 

 
November 4th 

- Burkina : une transition « d’ici deux semaines », LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 
- Burkina Faso : Isaac Zida cherche à rassurer, LeFigaro.fr avec AFP 
- Burkina : Hollande veut des élections rapidement, LeFigaro.fr  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8.2 Coding sheet Libération 
 

Actors  
Actions 

Definitions of the movement 
Demonstrators Government Actors of the transition International community 

Political 
opposition 28 8,4% To demonstrate and 

to protest 32 44,4% Before the 
demonstrations 19 33,3% 

(To announce) 
to take the 
power 

18 66,7% To comment 
the events 5 16,1% Violence 29 40,8% 

opposition 20 6,0% descendre dans la rue 3 4,2% tenter 2 3,5% 

déclarer assumer 
les 
responsabilités 
de Chef de l'Etat 

3 11,1% condamner 1 3,2% crise  6 8,5% 

chef de 
l'opposition, 
Zéphirin Diabré 

5 1,5% craindre 2 2,8% achever son 
2ème quiquennat  2 3,5% prendre le 

contrôle 3 11,1% monter au 
créneau 1 3,2% les violences 4 5,6% 

opposants 2 0,6% 
appeler à la 
"désobéissance 
civile" 

2 2,8% anticiper 2 3,5% se proclamer 2 7,4% 
condamner 
l'action de 
l'armée  

1 3,2% affrontements 3 4,2% 

les syndicats 1 0,3% dénoncer 2 2,8% chercher à éviter 
la justice 1 1,8% être aux 

commandes 1 3,7% regretter les 
morts 1 3,2% colère populaire 2 2,8% 

The mass 36 10,7% détrôner 2 2,8% 
vouloir se 
maintenir au 
pouvoir 

1 1,8% se disputer le 
pouvoir 1 3,7% réagir 1 3,2% émeutes 2 2,8% 

manifestants 13 3,9% déferler 1 1,4% attendre 1 1,8% l'emporter 1 3,7% To ask for the 
transition 7 22,6% conflit 1 1,4% 

la foule 5 1,5% répondre à l'appel 1 1,4% redouter 1 1,8% peiner à 
démarrer 1 3,7% 

appeler à 
transférer le 
pouvoir 

4 12,9% journée de 
violence 1 1,4% 

milliers de 
manifestants 3 0,9% crier 1 1,4% se prolonger 1 1,8% 

désigné pour 
diriger la 
transition 

1 3,7% 
exprimer leur 
attachement à 
une transition 

1 3,2% journée de chaos 1 1,4% 

la rue 3 0,9% appeler à la grève 1 1,4% 
veut effacer sa 
date de 
péremption  

1 1,8% rencontrer 1 3,7% appeler à des 
élections 1 3,2% émeutes 

sanglantes 1 1,4% 

des milliers de 
manifestants 2 0,6% faire chuter 1 1,4% diriger 1 1,8% prévoir d'opérer 

la transition 1 3,7% 

appeler à la mise 
en place d'un 
régime de 
transition 

1 3,2% heurts 1 1,4% 

"un million" de 
personnes 2 0,6% rejeter l'état de siège 1 1,4% doit examiner 1 1,8% 

tenter de se 
proclamer chef 
de l'Etat 

1 3,7% 
To ask to 
respect the 
institutions 

2 6,5% rage de 
contestation 1 1,4% 

dizaines de 
milliers de 
personnes 

2 0,6% être dans la rue 1 1,4% 
prendre au 
sérieux la 
menace 

1 1,8% se substituer à 
l'autorité 1 3,7% To call to calm 

down 4 12,9% chaos 1 1,4% 

centaines de 
milliers de 
personnes 

2 0,6% avoir prévenu 1 1,4% déposer un projet 
de loi 1 1,8% réitérer son 

engagement 1 3,7% plaider pour un 
retour au calme 2 6,5% la brutale 

transition 1 1,4% 
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plusieurs 
centaines de 
personnes 

1 0,3% prendre le chemin du 
palais Kosyam 1 1,4% se représenter 1 1,8% To meet 3 11,1% 

appeler au 
dialogue et à la 
retenue 

2 6,5% pression citoyen  1 1,4% 

marée humaine 1 0,3% silloner la ville 1 1,4% compter 27 ans 1 1,8% multiplier les 
interventions 1 3,7% To interfere in 

the events 8 25,8% tourbillon 1 1,4% 

une foule en 
colère 1 0,3% avancer vers le 

prochain objectif 1 1,4% 
ne pas entendre 
les 
avertissements 

1 1,8% s'entretenir 1 3,7% 
évoquer la 
menace de 
sanctions 

2 6,5% avertissements 1 1,4% 

plusieurs 
centaines de 
manifestants 

1 0,3% essayer de prévenir 1 1,4% Violent 
reactions 5 8,8% défiler 1 3,7% jouer un rôle 1 3,2% troubles 1 1,4% 

Civil 
movements 18 5,4% appeler à "marcher 

sur le Parlement" 1 1,4% quadriller les 
lieux 1 1,8% 

To take 
important 
decisions 

2 7,4% débloquer la 
situation 1 3,2% "Spring" 6 8,5% 

société civile 9 2,7% réclamer 1 1,4% répliquer 1 1,8% suspendre la 
constitution 2 7,4% disposer de 

forces spéciales 1 3,2% "printemps 
burkinabè" 2 2,8% 

Balai Citoyen 5 1,5% demander le retrait 
du projet 1 1,4% effectuer des tirs 

de sommation 1 1,8% To promise the 
transition 4 14,8% révéler 1 3,2% "printemps noir" 2 2,8% 

Sams'k Le Jah 3 0,9% exiger le départ 1 1,4% ouvrir le feu 1 1,8% promettre une 
transition 2 7,4% vouloir éviter les 

sanctions 1 3,2% 
l'aube d'un 
"printemps 
africain" 

1 1,4% 

Smockey 1 0,3% se mobiliser 
massivement 1 1,4% intervenir 1 1,8% annoncer 2 7,4% pas procéder à 

l'exfiltration 1 3,2% 
parfum de 
printemps 
africain  

1 1,4% 

Radical 
tendency 0 0,0% se lever 1 1,4% Non-violent 

reactions 3 5,3%    To come on 
spot 0 0,0% Demonstrations 10 14,1% 

The population 26 7,8% multiplier les 
avertissements 1 1,4% sympathiser avec 

les manifestants 1 1,8%    To be worried 2 6,5% manifestations 4 5,6% 

jeunes / jeunesse 9 2,7% balayer Blaise 1 1,4% laisser faire 1 1,8%    exprimer leur 
préoccupation 2 6,5% manifestation 

monstre 1 1,4% 

population 6 1,8% sembler déterminé 1 1,4% rester cantonné 
dans les camps 1 1,8%    To not interfere 3 9,7% violentes 

manifestations 1 1,4% 

les Burkinabè 4 1,2% Destruction/violence 22 30,6% 
First measures 
after the 
demonstrations 

14 24,6%    pas s'exprimer 2 6,5% manifestations 
historiques 1 1,4% 

le peuple 3 0,9% 
mettre le feu à 
l'Assemblée 
Nationale 

4 5,6% dissoudre le 
gouvernement 1 1,8%    ne prévoit rien 1 3,2% la marche géante 1 1,4% 

peuple 
respectueux 1 0,3% s'enflammer 3 4,2% exprimer 1 1,8%       marche 1 1,4% 

peuple des 
"hommes 
intègres" 

1 0,3% faire un mort 2 2,8% 

annoncer la 
dissolution de 
l'Assemblée 
Nationale 

1 1,8%       cortège 1 1,4% 
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habitants 1 0,3% affirmer recevoir des 
menaces 1 1,4% 

appeler "au 
calme et à la 
retenue" 

1 1,8%       Mobilisation  2 2,8% 

centaines de 
milliers de 
Burkinabè 

1 0,3% se prendre aux 
symboles 1 1,4% rassurer la 

population 1 1,8%       mobilisation anti-
Compaoré 2 2,8% 

Rebels 2 0,6% forcer le dispositif de 
sécurité 1 1,4% 

se vouloir 
maintenir au 
pouvoir 

1 1,8%       Movement 1 1,4% 

The President, 
Blaise 
Compaoré 

84 25,1% envahir l'hémicycle 1 1,4% espérer calmer 1 1,8%       Change 19 26,8% 

Blaise 
Compaoré 49 14,6% pénétrer dans le 

bâtiment 1 1,4% 
prétendre se 
maintenir au 
pouvoir 

1 1,8%       
la chute du 
président 
Compaoré 

6 8,5% 

le Président 19 5,7% faire fasse aux 
soldats 1 1,4% hésiter 1 1,8%       confusion 3 4,2% 

l'ex-chef de 
l'Etat / l'ex-
président 

4 1,2% entrer dans les locaux 1 1,4% se décider 1 1,8%       insurrection 
populaire 2 2,8% 

chef de l'Etat 4 1,2% prendre d'assaut 1 1,4% 

mettre le pays 
dans une 
situation de 
chaos 

1 1,8%       contestation 
populaire 2 2,8% 

président déchu 3 0,9% imposer 1 1,4% s'accaparer du 
pouvoir 1 1,8%       transition 2 2,8% 

dirigeant 2 0,6% éclater 1 1,4% pas démissionner 1 1,8%       le grand vent 
d'espoir 1 1,4% 

"Président à vie" 1 0,3% dégénérer 1 1,4% refuser 1 1,8%       soulèvement 
populaire 1 1,4% 

l'ancien homme 
fort du Burkina 1 0,3% sombrer dans le 

chaos 1 1,4% 
To accept to 
change the 
project 

8 14,0%       ardeurs 
populaires 1 1,4% 

le "beau Blaise" 1 0,3% secouer 1 1,4% annoncer le 
retrait du projet 2 3,5%       événements 1 1,4% 

The power 12 3,6% To not react 1 1,4% se résigner à 
démissionner 2 3,5%       Coup d'Etat 4 5,6% 

gouvernement 5 1,5% ne pas se positionner 
ouvertement 1 1,4% tirer les 

conséquences 1 1,8%       "coup d'Etat 
constitutionnel" 2 2,8% 

le pouvoir 3 0,9% After the 
resignation of B.C 17 23,6% déclarer avoir 

compris 1 1,8%       coup d'Etat 2 2,8% 

l'Assemblée 
nationale 2 0,6% placer son espoir 

dans les militaires 1 1,4% annuler le vote 1 1,8%          
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camp 
présidentiel 1 0,3% temporiser 1 1,4% annoncer sa 

démission 1 1,8%          

clan Compaoré 1 0,3% décider autrement 1 1,4% To flee 8 14,0%          

Police force 12 3,6% prendre le contrôle 
de la rue 1 1,4% chasser 2 4%          

forces de l'ordre 5 1,5% applaudir 1 1,4% jouir d'un refuge 2 4%          

police 3 0,9% 
déclarer mettre en 
place un organe de 
transition 

1 1,4% écrouler 1 2%          

les militaires 1 0,3% espérer  1 1,4% quitter la capitale 1 2%          

gendarmes 1 0,3% nettoyer les rues 1 1,4% se trouver en lieu 
sûr 1 2%          

soldats 1 0,3% exiger une transition 1 1,4% réfugier 1 2%          

hommes en 
armes 1 0,3% refuser la 

confiscation 1 1,4%             

The regime 9 2,7% se concerter 1 1,4%             

le régime 6 1,8% contester la prise de 
pouvoir 1 1,4%             

régime semi-
autoritaire 1 0,3% prévoir un conflit 

dans la durée 1 1,4%             

régime usé 1 0,3% maintenir la pression 1 1,4%             

régime rongé par 
la corruption 1 0,3% braver le couvre-feu 1 1,4%             

The army 20 6,0% s'organiser 1 1,4%             

l'armée/ les 
militaires 20 6,0% perdurer 1 1,4%             

Isaac Zida 21 6,3%                
Lieutenant-
colonel, Isaac 
Zida 

18 5,4%                

nouvelle homme 
fort 2 0,6%                

le dernier chef 
d'une transition 1 0,3%                

Honoré Traoré 16 4,8%                



 42 

le chef d'état 
major, Honoré 
Traoré 

15 4,5%                

l'homme de 
Compaoré 1 0,3%                

Zida & Traoré 5 1,5%                

deux militaires 3 0,9%                

deux hommes 1 0,3%                

postulants à la 
tête de l'Etat 1 0,3%                

Kouamé 
Lougué 4 1,2%                

Saran Sérémé 2 0,6%                

Mogho Naba, 
"King of the 
Mossis" 

0 0,0%                

President of the 
constitutional 
council 

0 0,0%                

High hierarchy 1 0,3%                

France  14 4,2%                

la France 9 2,7%                
le président 
français, 
Hollande 

2 0,6%                

Paris 1 0,3%                
l'ancienne 
puissance 
coloniale 

1 0,3%                

ex-puissance 
coloniale 1 0,3%                

The USA 10 3,0%                

les Etats-Unis 9 2,7%                

Washington 1 0,3%                

International 
organisations 12 3,6%                

L'Union 
Africaine 5 1,5%                
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l'Union 
Européenne 4 1,2%                

médiation 
internationale 3 0,9%                

Belgium 0 0,0%                
The great 
powers 0 0,0%                

International 
community 2 0,6%                

Partners of 
Burkina Faso 1 0,3%                
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8.3 Coding sheet Le Figaro 
 

Actors  
Actions 

Definitions of the movement 
Demonstrators Government Actors of the transition International community 

Political 
opposition 30 8,2% To demonstrate and 

to protest 19 35,2% Before the 
demonstrations 8 17,0% 

(To announce) 
to take the 

power 
21 42,9% To comment 

the events 13 17,8% Violence 26 59,1% 

l'oppostion 15 4,1% contester l'état 
d'urgence 3 5,6% examiner le 

projet de loi 1 2,1% 

annoncer 
assumer les 
fonctions de le 
chef de l'Etat 

6 12,2% féliciter/saluer la 
décision de B.C 5 6,8% journée 

d'émeutes 8 18,2% 

Zéphirin Diabré, 
chef de 
l'opposition 

10 2,7% 
appeler à la 
"désobéissance 
civile" 

2 3,7% 
terminer l'an 
prochain son 
mandat 

1 2,1% prendre le 
pouvoir 4 8,2% se dire certain 1 1,4% échauffourées 3 6,8% 

chefs de file de 
l'opposition 2 0,5% 

lancer un 
"ultimatum" au 
pouvoir 

2 3,7% 
prendre au 
sérieux les 
menaces 

1 2,1% se proclamer 
chef de l'Etat 4 8,2% avoir anticipé 1 1,4% émeutes 3 6,8% 

Roch Marc 
Kaboré, un chef 
de l'opposition 

1 0,3% protester 2 3,7% 
décider 
d'autoriser les 
manifestations 

1 2,1% 
désigner un chef 
de l'Etat 
provisoire 

3 6,1% réagir 1 1,4% la crise 3 6,8% 

Bénéwendé 
Sankara, un chef 
de l'opposition 

1 0,3% craindre 2 3,7% 
pas être lassé 
d'exercer la 
fonction suprême 

1 2,1% prendre le 
contrôle 3 6,1% être attentif 1 1,4% affrontements 1 2,3% 

les opposants 1 0,3% revendiquer un 
million de personnes 1 1,9% 

ne pas avoir le 
droit de se 
représenter 

1 2,1% assurer l'intérim 2 4,1% commenter 1 1,4% les violences 1 2,3% 

The mass 22 6,0% s'opposer 1 1,9% 
annoncer la 
tenue d'une 
référendum 

1 2,1% s'imposer 1 2,0% 
saluer le courage 
du peuple 
Burkinabè 

1 1,4% deux journées 
troublées 1 2,3% 

manifestants 6 1,6% décidé d'enchainer 
les manifestations 1 1,9% accrocher au 

pouvoir 1 2,1% prendre la 
situation en main 1 2,0% prévenir B.C 1 1,4% heurts 1 2,3% 

la rue 4 1,1% dénoncer 1 1,9% Violent 
reactions 2 4,3% prendre les rênes 

du pays 1 2,0% déconseiller 
d'aller au BF 1 1,4% colère populaire 1 2,3% 

milliers de 
manifestants 3 0,8% appeler à manifester 1 1,9% charger un 

groupe 1 2,1% prétendre au 
même poste 1 2,0% To ask for the 

transition 22 30,1% la plus grave 
crise 1 2,3% 

centaines de 
manifestations 2 0,5% se retrouver devant le 

palais présidentiel 1 1,9% lancer des gaz 
lacrymogènes 1 2,1% 

donner peu de 
signes de vouloir 
céder le pouvoir 

1 2,0% appeler à une 
transition civile 10 13,7% contestation 

publique 1 2,3% 

dizaines de 
milliers de 
manifestants 

1 0,3% 
appeler les autorités à 
faire des efforts de 
sécurité 

1 1,9% Non-violent 
reactions 6 12,8% To meet 9 18,4% appeler à la 

tenue d'élections 5 6,8% lutte 1 2,3% 

nombreux 
manifestants 1 0,3% être en pointe 1 1,9% intervenir 

rarement 2 4,3% recontrer  5 10,2% 
donner 15 jours 
aux militaires 
pour se retirer 

1 1,4% pression 1 2,3% 
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foule de 
manifestants 1 0,3% Destruction/violence 18 33,3% pas intervenir 1 2,1% multiplier les 

interventions 2 4,1% 

annoncer ne pas 
reconnaitre une 
prise de pouvoir 
par la force 

2 2,7% "Spring" 0 0,0% 

la foule 1 0,3% prendre d'assaut 3 5,6% 
procéder à 
aucune 
interpellation 

1 2,1% s'entretenir 1 2,0% 
souligner le 
problème de 
légitimité 

1 1,4% Demonstrations 13 29,5% 

l'immense foule 1 0,3% réclamer la 
démission 3 5,6% faire des 

patrouilles 1 2,1% chercher à 
rassurer 1 2,0% être conscient de 

la valeur de test 1 1,4% violente 
manifestation 3 6,8% 

un million de 
personnes 1 0,3% envahir 2 3,7% briller par sa 

passivité 1 2,1% 
To take 

important 
decisions 

8 16,3% refuser un Coup 
d'Etat déguisé 1 1,4% manifestation de 

masse 1 2,3% 

centaines de 
milliers de 
personnes 

1 0,3% chasser 2 3,7% 
First measures 

after the 
demonstrations 

15 31,9% 
annoncer la 
dissolution du 
gouvernement 

3 6,1% poser des règles 1 1,4% 
grande 
manifestation 
nationale 

1 2,3% 

Civil 
movements 9 2,5% empêcher 1 1,9% décréter l'état de 

siège 5 10,6% 

annoncer la 
dissolution de 
l'Assemblée 
Nationale 

2 4,1% 
To ask to 

respect the 
institutions 

7 9,6% 
manifestations 
relativement 
pacifiques 

1 2,3% 

société civile 6 1,6% dresser des 
barricades 1 1,9% 

annoncer la 
destitution du 
gouvernement 

2 4,3% suspendre la 
Constitution 2 4,1% mettre en garde 3 4,1% monumentale 

manifestation 1 2,3% 

Le Mouvement 
citoyen 2 0,5% riposter des jets de 

pierres 1 1,9% se prononcer 1 2,1% fermer les 
frontières 1 2,0% menacer de 

sanctions 2 2,7% manifestations 
historiques 1 2,3% 

Balai Citoyen 1 0,3% menacer les 
parlementaires 1 1,9% proposer des 

négociations 1 2,1% To promise the 
transition 11 22,4% 

appeler les 
autorités à 
respecter la 
charte de l'UA 

1 1,4% manifestations 
populaires 1 2,3% 

Radical 
tendency 5 1,4% détruire 1 1,9% jouer son va-tout 1 2,1% 

se déclarer prêt 
à/ promettre une 
transition 
constitutionnelle 

5 10,2% 
appeler au 
respect de la 
constitution 

1 1,4% manifestation 1 2,3% 

protestataires 3 0,8% contraindre 1 1,9% refuser de 
démissionner 1 2,1% 

annoncer un 
gouvernement de 
transition 

3 6,1% To call to calm 
down 9 12,3% défilé 2 4,5% 

contestataires 1 0,3% mettre le feu 1 1,9% vouloir rester au 
pouvoir 1 2,1% rester flou sur le 

calendrier 1 2,0% appeler à la 
retenue/le calme 4 5,5% cortège 1 2,3% 

les émeutiers 1 0,3% vouloir la fin du 
règne 1 1,9% rester au pouvoir 1 2,1% résister aux 

pressions 1 2,0% contribuer à 
l'apaisement 3 4,1% Mobilisation 4 9,1% 

The population 4 1,1% To not react 3 5,6% rejeter 1 2,1% 
souligner 
l'importance de 
la paix 

1 2,0% tenir à la retenue 1 1,4% la mobilisation 2 4,5% 

le peuple de 
Ouagadougou 1 0,3% pas réagir 1 1,9% instaurer un 

couvre-feu 1 2,1%    
souligner la 
nécessité de 
l'apaisement 

1 1,4% mobilisation anti-
Compaoré 1 2,3% 
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population 1 0,3% ne pas se positionner 
ouvertement 1 1,9% 

To accept to 
change the 

project 
7 14,9%    To interfere in 

the events 7 9,6% 
mobilisation 
populaire 
massive 

1 2,3% 

les habitants 1 0,3% sembler débordés 1 1,9% annoncer sa 
démission 3 6,4%    

jouer un rôle 
dans 
l'exfiltration de 
B.C 

3 4,1% Movement 3 6,8% 

jeunes/jeunesse 1 0,3% After the 
resignation of B.C 14 25,9% annuler le projet 1 2,1%    proposer son 

soutien 1 1,4% vaste mouvement 
de contestation 1 2,3% 

Rebels 0 0,0% appeler à nettoyer les 
rues 2 3,7% quitter le pouvoir 1 2,1%    vouloir être 

facilitateur 1 1,4% mouvement de 
contestation 1 2,3% 

The President, 
Blaise 

Compaoré 
95 25,9% 

déclarer mettre en 
place un organe de 
transition 

1 1,9% appeler à des 
élections 1 2,1%    proposer son 

soutien 1 1,4% mouvement 
populaire 1 2,3% 

Blaise Compaoré 65 17,7% espérer 1 1,9% 

déclarer "avoir 
compris" le 
message du 
peuple 

1 2,1%    
assurer la 
sécurité pour les 
ressortissants 

1 1,4% Change 11 25,0% 

Président  13 3,5% être satisfait 1 1,9% To flee 9 19,1%    To come on 
spot 4 5,5% la chute du 

Président 6 13,6% 

chef de l'Etat 4 1,1% clâmer sa joie 1 1,9% se réfugier 3 6,4%    être sur place 3 4,1% insurrection 3 6,8% 

président déchu 4 1,1% être encore présent 1 1,9% partir vers le Sud 2 4,3%    dépêcher une 
équipe sur place 1 1,4% bouleversements 1 2,3% 

ex-chef de l'Etat 3 0,8% exiger 1 1,9% s'installer en 
Côte d'Ivoire 1 2,1%    To be worried 5 6,8% événements 1 2,3% 

l'ancien 
président 2 0,5% gagner 1 1,9% se trouver en lieu 

sûr 1 2,1%    être inquiété 2 2,7% Coup d'Etat 0 0,0% 

dirigeant 
burkinabè 1 0,3% secouer 1 1,9% être contraint à la 

fuite 1 2,1%    exprimer sa 
préoccupation 2 2,7%    

l'ex-président 1 0,3% 
demander une 
transition civile et 
démocratique 

1 1,9% être chassé 1 2,1%    suivre la 
situation 1 1,4%    

président 
démissionnaire 1 0,3% réclamer un pouvoir 

civil 1 1,9%       To not interfere 6 8,2%    

l'inoxydable 
Compaoré 1 0,3% se lasser 1 1,9%       

ne pas interferer 
dans un 
gouvernement 

2 2,7%    

The power 11 3,0% demander la 
démission de B.C 1 1,9%       

appliquer le 
principe de 
neutralité 

1 1,4%    

gouvernement 7 1,9%          pas intervenir 
d'avantage 1 1,4%    

l'Assemblée 
Nationale 2 0,5%          observer un 

silence radio 1 1,4%    
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le pouvoir 1 0,3%          
mettre en avant 
le rôle des forces 
locaux 

1 1,4%    

le Conseil des 
ministres 1 0,3%                

Police force 7 1,9%                

forces de l'ordre 3 0,8%                

la gendarmerie 2 0,5%                

régiment de 
sécurité 
présidentiel 

1 0,3%                

la police 1 0,3%                

The regime 4 1,1%                

régime de Blaise 
Compaoré 4 1,1%                

The army 33 9,0%                

l'armée 24 6,5%                

des soldats 5 1,4%                

les militaires 3 0,8%                

les forces de 
l'ordre 1 0,3%                

Isaac Zida 28 7,6%                

lieutenant-
colonel Isaac 
Zida 

24 6,5%                

nouvel homme 
fort du BF 3 0,8%                

nouveau chef 
d'Etat de 
transition 

1 0,3%                

Honoré Traoré 18 4,9%                

Chef de l'armée, 
Honoré Traoré 18 4,9%                
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Zida & Traoré 9 2,5%                

deux militaires 4 1,1%                

deux hommes 2 0,5%                

putschistes 2 0,5%                

deux prétendants 1 0,3%                
Kouamé 
Lougué 5 1,4%                

 Saran Sérémé 0 0,0%                

Mogho Naba, 
"King of the 

Mossis" 
4 1,1%                

President of the 
constitutional 

council 
1 0,3%                

High hierarchy 0 0,0%                

France  57 15,5%                

François 
Hollande 16 4,4%                

la France, ex-
puissance 
coloniale 

15 4,1%                

Paris 13 3,5%                

Laurent Fabius, 
ministre français 
des affaires 
étrangères 

7 1,9%                

l'Elysée 4 1,1%                

une source 
diplomatique 
française 

2 0,5%                

The USA 5 1,4%                

les Etats-Unis 3 0,8%                

Washington 1 0,3%                
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La Maison-
Blanche 1 0,3%                

International 
organisations 16 4,4%                

l'Union 
Africaine 5 1,4%                

émissaires de 
l'ONU, de l'UA, 
de la CEDEAO 
(médiation) 

5 1,4%                

CEDEAO 4 1,1%                

l'Union 
Européenne 2 0,5%                

Belgium 2 0,5%                
The great 

powers 1 0,3%                

International 
community 1 0,3%                

Partners of 
Burkina Faso 0 0,0%                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


	1. Introduction
	2. Literature review
	2.1 Introduction
	2.2 Media reporting about demonstrations
	2.3 Coverage of African news by Western media
	2.3.1 Scarce coverage
	2.3.2 Negativity
	2.3.3 Stereotypes and distortion of facts

	2.4 Coverage of African news by French media
	2.5 Conclusion

	3. Methodology
	3.1 Introduction
	3.2 Restating the research questions
	3.3 Qualitative content analysis
	3.3.1 Strengths and weaknesses of Qualitative content analysis
	3.3.2 The appropriateness of qualitative content analysis to this study

	3.4 Description of the research procedure
	3.4.1 The sample that was selected for the analysis
	3.4.2 Steps of the research
	3.4.3 Categories


	Category 3: Definition of the events
	3.5 Pilot
	3.5.1 Steps taken to pilot the coding frame applied to the 40 press articles
	3.5.2 Findings that emerged from the pilot


	After the piloting, I chose to delete the category “Places” as the findings were not relevant enough. The term that was mentioned most in this category was “Burkina Faso”, a neutral word which did not tell much about the news framing. The other catego...
	3.6 Conclusion

	This study draws on the method of qualitative content analysis. The techniques of this method were based on works by Schreier (2013), Strauss and Corbin (1990) and Mayring (2014). The aim of the method is to analyse the nature of the coverage by Libér...
	4. Context – Burkina Faso and the 2014 uprising
	5. Qualitative content analysis of the coverage of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso by Libération and Le Figaro
	5.1 Analysis: What is the representation of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso according to Libération?
	5.2 Analysis: What is the representation of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso according to Le Figaro?
	5.3 Analysis: What are the similarities and differences of the ways in which the events were covered by the two newspapers?

	6. Conclusion
	6.1 Introduction
	6.2 Findings relevant to the sub-research questions 1-3
	6.2.1 Findings relevant to sub-research question 1 “What is the representation of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso according to Libération?”
	6.2.2 Findings relevant to sub-research question 2 “What is the representation of the 2014 uprising in Burkina Faso according to Le Figaro?”
	6.2.3 Findings relevant to sub--research question 3 “What are the similarities and differences of the ways in which the events were covered by the two newspapers?”

	6.3 Elaboration of the dissertation’s conceptual framework and its limitations
	6.4 Conclusion

	7. Bibliography
	Berelson, B. (1952) Content Analysis in Communication Research, New York: Hafner Press.
	Schreier, M. (2013), Qualitative Content Analysis, London: Sage.
	8. Appendices
	8.1 List of the used articles
	8.2 Coding sheet Libération
	8.3 Coding sheet Le Figaro


