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In summer 2014, I moved back to my home-
town Karlskrona, after 4 years living in Umeå. 

I worked in an office about a kilometer from 
the city center and lived halftime in the city 

center and halftime on an island 25 kilometers 
from the city. After 4 years as a student in 

Umeå, my bike was the natural way of 
transport myself in a radius of 5 kilometers 

from my home; in summer as in winter time. 
Back in Karlskrona, I was surprised about 

how dominant the cars were on the city center 
island. People around complained about the 

lack of parking lots in the center and they also 
tried to avoid paying for them. When walking 

around on the city center island it was 
fascinating to see that almost every street had 
parking lots along on both sides. I felt “Am I 

the only one thinking it’s disturbing having all 
those cars in the city center”.

The city center of Karlskrona is located on an 
island and is connected to the mainland and 

the region only through a small waist, 
approximately 125 meters wide. On this 

connecting area differents infrastructures 
share the space, dominant by trains and 

vehicles. 

It is time for pedestrians and cyclists to have 
space in the city, space to move on and space 

for meetings. My projects will be about an area 
between the city center and its closest districts. 

On a grass field between train tracks and a 
highway, I will try to come up with a 

suggestion for how the city center can grow 
together with its closest district and make it 
easier for pedestrians and cyclists to move 

between the two areas.

Introduction
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Karlskrona is a city located 
in the southeast corner of 
Sweden, in the archipelago of 
Blekinge.

On the map, Karlskrona is 
marked with a red dot. The 
map shows its relation to 
three cities that you can 
reach by different public 
transportations, and its 
relation to Umeå was I will 
present this work. 
From Karlskrona, you can go 
to Copenhagen Airport by 
direct train in three hours. 
Ferries are going from Verkö 
harbor 11 kilometers from 
Karlskrona city center and by 
them, you can reach Gdynia 
in 10,5 hours. 
The closest airport is located 
in neighbor region Ronneby, 
32 kilometers from Karlskrona 
center. From here you can 
go by plane to Stockholm in 
one hour.

Karlskrona as a city have an odd location in 
todays society. The location has its history 

from when Sweden was one of the great 
powers of Europe. The city was created 

to show power and protect the country of 
Sweden. 1766 - 1830 the city of Karlskrona 

was the third largest city in Sweden but with 
less wars the city lost its importance and other 

cities grew faster than Karlskrona. Today 
Karlskrona region have 65 400 inhabitants. 

Because of the location in a corner of Sweden 
not so many public transportations pass the 

city. The two trains that 

Summary
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Here is Karlskrona

On the region map above, 
Karlskrona city center is 
marked with a red circle. The 
dark green area is the land 
that belongs to the Karlskrona 
region. Due to historical 
reasons, the city center of 
Karlskrona is placed on an 
island along the coast. In 
today’s division of regions, it 
makes Karlskrona city located 
in a corner of its region.

The topography map to 
the right shows the city 
center island Trossö and its 
connection to the mainland 
that goes through the island 
of Wämö. This location on 
an island means that all 
transportation in and out from 
the city center have to be 
through the north side of the 
city center island.

1658 The treaty of Roskilde when Sweden conquered the former danish region Blekinge.

1679     Vittus Andersson was forced to sell his island Trossö to the Swedish crown. The king   
 saw the area as a strategic and powerful location. The plans of moving  the Swedish   
 navy to Trossö starts.

1680     Karlskrona was founded and got its privileges as a town. People from neighbor towns   
 as Ronneby and Kristianopel was forced to move to Karlskrona to get rid of the danish   
 power in the towns and make the region Swedish.

1681     Military fortifications start to built. 

1682      Bridges were built to the mainland.

1683        First city plan shows the plan of Karlskrona as a fortress. 

1685       Band of the royal swedish navy was foundes. It’s the second oldest culture institute in   
 Sweden today. 

1709     Tyska kyrkan was built. The church is placed on the central barrock square. 

1744     Fredrikskyrkan was built. The big church has a central place on the square.

1784     Immigration, Karlskrona was the fourth city in Sweden to allows Jewish to move there.

1790     City fire burned down many wooden buildings in the city. Start to build in stone.

1869     The newspaper Blekinge läns tidning was founded and it’s still running today.

1874     Train to Växjö started.

1885     Tram tunnel under the square started to build. 

1887     City fire burned down areas north of the square. The new area is today the pedestrian              
 shopping street Ronnebygatan. From start made as a new parade street.

1889     Train from Karlskrona to the town in the west, along the coast of Blekinge.

1899     Train from Karlskrona to Torsås in the east.

1910     Tram from Bergåsa on the mainland to Amiralitestgatan, south of Trossö.

1946     Ericsson was established in the city.

1981     Soviet submarine U137 ran aground on rocks near Karlskrona.

1996     Hyper island was founded in Karlskrona.

1997     Marinmuseum moved to its location of today, Stumholmen.

1998     Unesco-listed Karlskrona as a world heritage.

2005      Arena Rosenholm sport arena was built outside Karlskrona.

2015     Sports success in the city. Karlskrona hockey club and Hästö (handball) advanced to              
 top national league.

1611-1718
Sweden was one of the great 
powers of Europe.

1701-1711
The pest killed 7000 
inhabitants in Karlskrona.

1766-1830
Karlskrona was the third 
largest city in Sweden. 
1766 the city had 10 018 
inhabitants.

The city plan 1813

1683

Historical Timeline

1885

1981
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- Getting really cold in 
winter because of the 
cooling effect of the wind.
- The wind makes it harder 
to bike or walk.

- Natural power resource.
- A good way of getting cool 
on a hot summer day.
- Good for sailors.

- The countryside and 
archipelago live up during 
summer.
- More people increase the 
public transportation to and 
from the countryside.

- Sea view and living close 
to sea associates with nice 
and luxury.
- The culture of boat life.
- Large employers as the 
navy and the shipyard Saab 
Kockums are depending on 
the sea.
- A natural power as a way 
of cooling or heating the 
land because the water 
keeps temperature longer.

- Make the city more well 
known in the rest of Sweden 
and outside.
- Change the reputation of 
being only a navy city to 
something more.

- A “wrong” development of 
the city center can make the 
city loose its reputation and 
place on the world heritage 
list.
- It’s harder to get in on 
UNESCO’s list today then it 
was 1998.

- A diversity of historical and 
modern environment can 
be developed.
- A history can be told.
- Some old buildings have 
to be kept, old buildings 
have a better chance to be 
renovated and kept in use.

- Boundaries to take in 
advance when developing 
the city.

- National and international 
reputation.
- Attract visitors to the city.

- A lot of people make 
it live up in the city and 
archipelago.
- Good business for guided 
tours, museums, hotels and 
campings among others.

- Fewer people in winter.
- Some businesses are 
dependent on season.
- An empty city center in the 
winter time.

- The risk of only 
developing summer 
season activities.
- The risk of being 
dependent on good 
weather.

- There are boundaries of 
sea everywhere.
- The location in the corner 
of Sweden has restricted 
the public transportation to 
other parts of Sweden.
- No natural protection 
from wind makes the city 
very windy.

- Possibility to extract city 
not only on the ground but 
use the sea.
- The attractive sea view 
can be offered to more 
people.
- The movement along the 
seaside.

- A rising sea level.

- Fewer people and by that 
fewer activities to do in 
winter time.
- Some business has a hard 
time to survive the whole 
year.

- Summer guests can later 
move to their summer 
houses for permanent.

- Old houses change use 
from whole-year-houses to 
be summer housing when 
they are about to be sold.

- Use the wind as an energy 
resource.

- Damages after storms.
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- Parking along a street in 
both directions. Tight space 
between leads to cars 
driving on the street cannot 
meet a car in opposite 
direction.
- All inhabitants have one 
car each.
- Only one way in by land 
means only one way in to 
destroy.

- If you have luck you can 
park close to where you go.
- One narrow and one wide 
street the only options for 
getting into the city center.

- Cars overrepresenting on 
the streets.
- The sideways are often 
small.
- Slow traffic when most 
people are going to or from 
the job.
- Cause much traffic when 
all cars are coming into city 
on the same spot.

- You can come and go 
easily to the city if you have 
a car.
- If the car traffic got 
reduced a lot of areas can 
be open for pedestrians 
and cyclists, or for 
activities.
- Easier to affect the cars 
behavior.

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threaths

Karlskrona city has some real potentials. Its 

special location on an island in the 

archipelago can not be found everywhere. The 

city has a special history and architecture and 

has by that been listed as world heritage by 

UNESCO. 

The city has been in the top on the list of 

sunniest locations in Sweden. Still, it can be 

developed to a more pleasant city. Being 

surrounded by sea creates limits and the 

infrastructure is one of the affected ones. The 

city is full of cars and a change in behavior to 

not always use the car can raise the quality 

in the city. If some parking lots can be erased 

from the streets closest to sea the view of the 

sea could be visible from much more places. 

The city center island is small, from east side 

to the west approximately 1,2 kilometers. One 

way to also lower the traffic between Wämö 

and Trossö can be to make the connection 

between them easier to use by walking or 

cycling. From the most south part of Trossö to 

the northern of Wämö the distance is around 4 

kilometers, not impossible to bike if you are a 

common healthy person.

In the SWOT analysis, I chose six topics 
that were typical for the city of Karlskrona 
in my opinion. In the diagram I listed  the 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats that I thought could be useful 

for starting up my project. Later in the 
process, some information got more 
important for the project and that is the 
ones that are shown in bold text.

Summary



Karlskrona is on the UNESCO list over 
world heritages since 1998. 
“Karlskrona is an exceptionally well-
preserved example of a European 
planned naval town, which incorporates 
elements derived from earlier 
establishments in other countries 
and which was in its turn to serve 
as the model for subsequent towns 
with similar functions.”“Naval bases 
played an important role in the 

centuries during which naval power 
was a determining factor in European 
Realpolitik, and Karlskrona is the best 
preserved and most complete of those 
that survive.” These two criterions 
were the justifications for inscription. 
The city plan of the whole Trossö is 
listed and therefore, it is harder to do 
larger changes in the center and the 
development of the city has to be made 
carefully.

Hasslö is an island outside Karlskrona, 
10 km away by sea, 25 km from the 
center by car. Hasslö has almost 1700 
inhabitants living there the whole year. 
In summer, the people living on there is 
almost the double. This is the scenario 

for a big part of the city region. The whole 
city is blooming in the summer and the 
center is full of people. In the winter, it’s 
more or less a working and sleeping city. 

Karlskrona is a city of life in summer with 
events and guided tours. Most tourists 
are from Sweden but in summer its very 
likely to meet a german, danish or polish 
visitor. Statistics from SCB tells there is a 
difference in hotel nights spend. During 
the most popular month, July almost 
31500 hotel nights were spent, compared 
with January when only 8200 nights. 
2012 Karlskrona managed to be one of 
the 14 cities on the national “sunlight 
top list”. This was one of the goals of the 
investment on the tourism in the city. 

In the summer of 2015 the city, for the 
first time since their start 2012, got the 
most sun hours during the summer of 
all the cities in the top list. The tourism 
is good for the life in the city during 
summer. Some shops and restaurants 
are open longer, and events and festivals 
take place. The negative factor with the 
investment in tourism is that the autumn, 
winter and spring season can be 
forgotten. A challenge is to create spaces 
that work every season.

World heritage

Summer housing

Tourism

Karlskrona is located on an island and 
a large part of the region is along and 
in the archipelago. This means that the 
sea is close to you, especially in the city 
center where you are surrounded by the 
sea. The sea is often seen as something 
luxury today, for example in apartment 
ads were a sea view often is emphasized 
as something nice and extra good. In 
Karlskrona, there is so much sea view 
that some of those locations along the 
water should work for public use. The 
location in the archipelago should also 
invite to cross the sea by boat rather 

than always be depending on land. In 
Karlskrona, there is one ferry that goes 
the whole year, the ferry to an island 
without a bridge: Aspö.
The sea also helps to stabilize 
temperature. The water keeps 
temperature longer. This means that 
when the water have been frozen in 
winter and starts getting warmer it takes 
longer time for the areas close to the sea 
to get warm compared to inland. The 
opposite happens in late summer and 
early autumn, then the coast is warmer 
than the inland.

The city center island is only connected 
to the mainland on its north side. This 
means that the transportation is very 
dependent on the two roads that go 
from the city to the rest of the region. In 
mornings and afternoons, when many 
people going to or from work those roads 
are extra exposed to the traffic jam. 
In the city center, almost every street 
have parking lots along it. Some streets 
are so tight that cars coming in opposite 
directions can nearly pass but still there 
are parking lots on both sides. Right 
now the vehicles have a dominant role 
in the city. Some changes have been 

made the last year, for example, have 
more shopping streets changed to 
pedestrian streets and in two crossings 
in center signs have been added telling 
vehicles to drive in walk speed. I think 
that one reason people temped to take 
their car instead of walking, biking or 
use public transportation is because of 
the dominance of vehicles. Many streets 
have narrow pedestrian paths and on 
Trossö, there is one bicycle path going 
along the seaside on east, north and 
west side. In the center, you have to bike 
on the vehicle street.

Jan Feb Mars Apr May SepAugJulyJune DecNovOctMonth

Wind direction

Wind speed 
(kts)

Temperature 3 2 4 9 11 16192015 4812

15 11 13 11 13 10101213 141112

Because of the location on the coast, 
Karlskrona is a very windy city. The 
wind makes the climate even colder in 
the already cold and humid climate in 
autumn and winter. In the summer, it 
can have a positive and cooling effect 
on a hot summer day. Long and straight 

streets in the city can on windy days 
become wind tunnels that make the 
wind more demanding for people in the 
city.
The statistics are based on daily data 
07/2013 - 02/2016, 7am to 7pm local 
time.

Average a Year
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The Wind

The Sea

The car situation
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Mapping Trossö & Wämö

The chosen site in photos

TheArea in between



The area that got my attention from the start 
was the “area in between” like I have named it. 
The area is what connects the city center island 
Trossö with its link to the mainland; the island 
Wämö. The issue I see today is that the “area 
in between” works more as a separator than 
a connector. The area in between is lacking a 
mixed use, most activities are business, larger 
shops and a gas station for example. Its sur-

rounding though has different activities taking 
place together.

The previous chapter got me interested in the 
city center history and I decided to look into 

the old city plan and its view. Many old build-
ings have been kept in the city center and made 
it a diversity of architecture. The old city plan 
with its long streets create long distance view 
and landmarks can help when orienting in the 

city.
A mapping of Wämö and Trossö shows that the 
distance between the activities on the different 

island is not very long.

Summary
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physical costumers 
in building
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Green area
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The Area in Between

Schools

When looking into the “ area 
in between” that I chose to 
call it and what activities that 
happen there the next step 
became to see what activities 
the area is surrounded by.

In the diagram above I 
did an activity research to 
understand what happens 
around the connection. 
There is different types of 
activities mixed in the central 
part, the lower part of the 
diagram. Above this area, 
the ground is dominant by 
two infrastructure related 
buildings, the train station, 
and the post logistic center.
North of the connection, 
on Wämö there are big 
residential areas that together 
with a supermarket, a park 
and a school create a 
community. 
On the right side of the train 
track, business buildings 
concerning cars, boats and 

building equipment are 
located. Together with the 
gas station those activities 
create a car dominant area. 
Northeast of this area you 
find offices, a printing industry 
together with a gym and 
a post center. All activities 
facing the street and have the 
forest behind them. On a hill 
in the middle of the forest, a 
restaurant is located together 
with a viewpoint where you 
can see the whole city center 
and its surrounding.

In the mapping diagram, 
I decided to divide the 
activities into six different 
topics: Schools, Offices, 
Business with physical 
costumers in the building, 
residential areas, green areas 
and transportation. These 
topics was a help when trying 
to understand how the areas 
are used, is it a public space 
or only some people have 

access to it. When it came 
to working spaces I wanted 
to know if only the workers 
went there or if customers 
visit frequently. With these 
topics, my conclusion was 
that the “area in between” 
are dominant by businesses 
where customers come and 
go. In today’s situation, a few 
people work here but many 
customers come by every 
day.

The “area in between” 
is surrounded by two 
communities, one south 
and one north of it. These 
communities have a mix of 
activities. Northeast of the 
“area in between”  the area 
have mixed activities but no 
one lives there.

TROSSÖ

WÄMÖ

Hattholmen
Oil harbor - fenced in. some boats are 
stored there during winter. some waste 
on the ground. 
Preem - gas station northeast of the old 
oil harbor. have gas, a small assortment 
of foodstuff, tobacco, carwashers, 
equipment for cars, trailers and cars to 
rent.  they also have life west to borrow 
for up to a week and a gas station for 
boats. 
1852 marin & fritid - have a boat service 
station in the same house as preem. 
Close to this building there is a boat ramp 
for launching the boat.

Muddret  
1852 Marin & Fritid -selling boats, boat 
equipment and rent space for storage 
boats during winter.
Beijer Bygg - selling building equipment, 
wood and almost everything needed 
when renovating.
Jeppson - selling new and used cars and 
do car-services.
Däckcentrum - sell, storage, and swap 
car tires.

Kungsplan
Bus station - central bus station for buses 
that going to the country side or routes 
that are not going so often.

Pottholmen
Lokstallarna - old roundhouses to store 
the locomotives. today there is a gym, 
a restaurant, interior furniture company, 
event company, call center company.
Lidl - cheap supermarket.

Buildings below are planned to tear 
down and activities will be relocated.
Firestation - the fire station is placed here 
today. there are already plans to move 
the fire station outside the city.
PRO Blekinge - retirees association
RFSL Blekinge -  National association for 
homosexual, bisexual, trans people och 
queers rights.
Blekinge dövas riksförbund - National 
association for the deaf in Blekinge.
Statspensionärernas riksförbund i 
Blekinge - an association for retired 
people.
Korpen - one part of the national 
association of sports (RF).
Föreningen Norden, Ronneby/Karlskrona 
- an association for uniting Norden.
Central train station
Postcentral - is today placed near the 
train station. According to the local 
newspaper, the postcentral will be 
moved to Ronneby.

The area in between

KARLSKRONA
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In the beginning of the process I had, 
I site in mind for my project and this 
site got even more interesting after the 
SWOT-analysis. I started to investigate 
the areas between Trossö and Wämö. 
On the big map, the area is marked 
with blue. I mapped activities taking 
place in the area. What made it even 
more interesting is that this whole 
area is planned to be developed in 
municipalities comprehensive plan to 
2030. Two developing plans have been 
decided during this project and those 
can be seen on the map below
1. A new area that started to be built this 
year.
2. The post logistic center building will be 
torn down and the business will move to 
the neighbour city. This change for an in 
my opinion very important site in the city 
was in my later specific choice of site of 
big importance.

Kungsplan

Pottholmen

Hattholmen

Muddret

1

2



Old City Plan & Views

The city center is planned 
with long straight streets. The 
long views along the streets 
are by significance. In the 
project of connecting Wämö 
with Trossö, one strategy 
can be to use the long views 
to connect different areas.  
The two photos above that 
are connected to map with 
red lines are views from the 
pedestrian shopping street 

were you can see south 
Wämö in the background. 
The red arrows on the map 
are viewpoints I think are 
good to keep when develope 
the area in between. 

To the left, there are two 
photos taken walking on 
Kungsgatan. The show how 
the old clock tower can be 
seen behind the square and 

works as a landmark.
The Kungsgatan street has 
very long views and these 
can be important to keep 
if developing the “area in 
between”.

Two photos above show 
how the two churches in the 
middle of Trossö works as 
landmarks in the end of long 
streets.

NORTH KUNGSGATAN STARTS SÖDRA KUNGSGATAN ENDS

While walking around in the 
city I tried to look up on the 
buildings to get a picture 
of where the old buildings 
are and see the diversity of 

buildings on Trossö. Above I 
choose to show a collage of 
the buildings along the east 
side of Kungsgatan, from the 
north and the swim house to 
south and Amiralitetsparken. 
While walking on the street 
you pass a bus stop, a park, 
a pedestrian shopping street 
and end up in a park.The 
street is marked with a red 
line on the map to the left. “The blue crane”

The blue crane itself is not 
a world heritage but it is a 
landmark in the middle of 
the navy and shipyard area, 
an area very rich in world 
heritage listed buildings.

Fredrikskyrkan
Fredrikskyrkan is the largest 
church in the city, located on 
the big square in the center 
of Trossö. Its towers can be 
seen from far.

Marine museum
The Marine museum is 
located on the island 
Stumholmen, east of Trossö. 
The museum building is 
modern. On Stumholmen 
many older world heritage 
listed buildings can be found.

After  making the SWOT-
analysis I wanted to dig 
deeper into the history and 
traces that it left in the city. 
On this page, I will show 
some studies I did on the 
site. The studies concerning 
the diversity of buildings, 
the straight streets in the 

city plan and its views. I also 
chose three buildings that are 
related to the world heritage 
and the entrance of the city. 
I already knew what site I 
had in mind for my project so 
much of the material have a 
relation to this site.

During my walks between 
Trossö and Wämö I found 
out three landmarks that very 
clear could be seen on the 
way into the city center.  The 
photo above is taken on street 
level and the arrows points 
out Fredrikskyrkan to the left 
and the blue crane to the 
right. The photo to the right 
picture the marine museum 
surrounded by historical 
buildings. This photo is 
taken from a hill top called 
Bryggareberget, ha viewpoint 
where you can look out over 
the city island.

Old City Plan & Views
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Mapping Wämö & Trossö

MAINLAND
Streets

Buildings

Paths for pedestrians 
and cyclists  
Pedestrian streets

Bus routes  

Sport facilities 

Large employers

Schools 

Hospital 

Train station 

Central bus station  

Parks and forest

Residential areas

Industrial areas

Wämö
Wämö is the island that connects the city 
center island Trossö with the mainland 
and the rest of the region. The island 
mainly consists of green areas and 
different residential areas. 

The green area on the east side 
is a biological connection that the 
municipality due to their 2030 plan wants 
to keep. In the south, the area is called 
Bryggareberget, a forested hill with a 
viewpoint on top of it where you have 
a view over the city center island and 
its surroundings. The north east part is 
called Wämö Parken. This area is a forest 
with a park area with some old wooden 
houses and an agility training area.

East of Wämö Park the residential area 
of Hästö is located. This was earlier an 
own island but with landfill, it is today 
built together with the island of Wämö. 
On Hästö some housing is apartments 
but most of it is villas. The area has one 
school with grade F-6 and a football and 
soccer field.
On the north top of Wämö, the forest 
Västra mark is located. The forest has 
running tracks and next to the forest the 
sports arena also named Västra mark 
is located.  South of Västra Mark the 
residential area Bergåsa with many big 
villas is located. In the southwest corner 
of this area (marked with blue) the 
university Blekinge Tekniska Högskola 
is located together with a business 

center. The residential area closest to the 
university consists of student apartments.
East of Bergåsa the hospital is placed on 
a hill. The region of Blekinge have two 
hospitals and this is the main one. That 
means they have patients from the west 
of Blekinge too, up to approximately 90 
kilometers away. Between Bergåsa and 
the hospital a train station is located.

South of Bergåsa you find the residential 
area Galgamarken, Compared to its 
surrounding this area is built in large 
scale and gets the impression of being 
even higher because it is located on a 
hill.

West of Galgamarken, closer to sea 
level, a residential area with apartments 
is following the coast. Southeast of 
Galgamarken the school Wämöskolan 
is located. This is the public school for 
all students on Wämö and Trossö in 
grade 7-9. South west of Galgamarken 
Tullskolan is located, a school with grade 
F-6. West and south of Tullskolan you 
find the residential area Pantarholmen 
with apartment buildings. East of 
Pantarholmen the island Långö is 
located. This island has one area in the 
north, dominated by apartment buildings 
while the south part is mostly villas. North 
of the apartment area there is a beach, 
well visited in summers. In connection to 
the beach (marked in orange) the canoe 
club is located. Långö is connected to 
Wämö with two bridges. The one on the 
west side is for both pedestrians, cyclists 
and cars but dominated by car traffic. 
The bridge in the south is a bridge only 
for pedestrians and cyclist. 

Trossö
Trossö is the island containing 
Karlskrona city center. The island is 
connected to the region from its north 
top, named Pottholmen. Pottholmen 
was earlier an islet but by time and 
landfills, the islet was built together with 
Trossö. Where Pottholmen and Trossö 
earlier were separated by the sea there 
is today the central train station. The 
island has two parks, Hoglands park in 
north and Amiralitetsparken in the south. 
The central bus stations for city buses 
and region buses are located around 
Hoglands park. Between the parks 
the big square is located in the central 
spot of the island. North and east of 
the square two streets are marked with 
red. Those are the pedestrian shopping 
streets in the city. Most residential 

buildings contain apartments but some 
old villas can be found in the center. 

On Trossö, there is one f-6 school, 
located in the northeast corner of 
Amiralitetsparken. The others schools 
marked on the map are secondary 
schools with students from the 
Karlskrona region. North and south of 
one of the secondary schools, marked in 
light blue, two big employers are marked. 
The north one is Ericsson head office. 
The company also have offices in the 
business center close to the university. 
The south one is the municipality 
building. 

The big blue mark, covering the south of 
Trossö is two big employers that have an 
effect on the city plan. This area is closed 
from the rest of the city with buildings, 
fences, and walls and if you don’t work 
here you need special permission to visit. 
The Swedish navy and Saab Kockums 
shipyard have this area. This area 
also contains many buildings that are 
important for the world heritage. 

On the map, marked as orange, 
different exercises are marked. In the 
harbor, northeast on Trossö, the skate 
house is located. North of Hoglands 
park the swimming hall is located. 
Between the secondary schools, a 
sports hall is placed. Trossö has two 
other bigger sports halls. Sparresalen in 
east, just beside the secondary school 
Östersjöskolan. In the west, close to 
the sea the biggest central sports hall 
Östersjöhallen is located. South of the 
F-6 school there is a small soccer field 
with an artificial surface.

The three islands Saltö, Stakholmen and 
Stumholmen are all connected to Trossö 
by a bridge. Saltö is located west of 
Trossö. Saltö’s west seafront is cliffs and 
a beach that are hidden by forest. The 
east side is a mixed residential area with 
both apartments and villas. The island 
has its own F-6 school.
Stakholmen is the small island located 
north of the sports hall without any 
buildings.It is connected to Trossö by a 
wooden walking bridge and work as a 
public space popular to have picnics on.
Stumholmen is the island east of Trossö. 
Here residential buildings get together 
with the Marine museum and the Hyper 
island school. On this island, you find 
a lot of buildings that often are shown 
when talking about the world heritage.

Mapping Wämö & Trossö
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Mapping Trossö & Wämö

Trossö is more dense in buildings than 
Wämö.

Train track goes through Wämö and have 
on station at Bergåsa and one on Trossö.

Wämö  have larger areas of forest while 
Trossö have green belts and parks 

I am interested in how to connect Wämö 
and Trossö and urge the way of transport 
yourself without a car. The map shows the 
relation between big employers, schools 
and places to go doing sports activities. 
These are places people go to frequently. 
Together with the distance circles it shows 
that these places also are located not to 
far away from each other. This fact shows 
the possibility for my idea about reduce 
the use of cars and instead using public 
transportation, walk och bike.
The map below will show where the 
residential areas are and also how many 
people that lives in each district.

Bus routes and the two central bus 
stops are marked on map.

Thick line is a pedestrian street. Thin lines 
are for cyclists and pedestrians to share.

Outside Trossö there is more blind alleys. 
Doted line on sea is the Aspö ferry.

Trossö have one big indoor sportshall and 
on Wämö there is an outdoor arena.

Blue area south on Trossö is closed for the 
public and contains the swedish navy.

University is located on Wämö. Trossö have 
six public secondary schools.

The inner circle is 1 km in diameter and every 
circle increases with 1 km.

Map over typography. Wämö have higher tops.
Trossö, 
Stumholmen 
& Björkholmen
10 086 inhabitants

Saltö & 
Ekholmen
1221 inhabitants

Långö
1123 inhabitants

Pantarholmen
1732 inhabitants

Galgamarken
1752 inhabitants

Bergåsa
949 inhabitants

Annebo
613 inhabitants

Gräsvik
473 inhabitants

Hästö
1458 inhabitants

Mapping Trossö & Wämö



The site in photos

KARLSKRONA

KARLSKRONA

KARLSKRONA

KARLSKRONA

KARLSKRONA

The site in photos

When I started to look into the 
“area in between” my issue was 
about how this area could be a 
part of the city. After the mapping 
I decided to specify the site for my 
project to the red marked area on 
the map below. This area today 
contains of a logistic center for 
Post Nord but decisions to move 
the operation to the neighbour 
city Ronneby have already been 
taken. (try to find source) North of 
the logistic center the area were 
earlier full of train tracks but those 
are removed since som years back 
and today the area is left as an 
empty grass field. 
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Västra Hamnen in Malmö

Connection with the water

Different styles Various scales

Skate park and traces from old industry

Colors

PHYSICAL STRUCTURE BEHAVIOUR

One of the important strategies that the plans of Västra Hamnen is about is how to 
reduce car traffic in the new area. Instead of only saying that the car traffic needs to 
be reduced these plans are about what kind of activities or operations that the city of 
Malmö can do to actually change people’s behavior. Physical structures also have to 
be changed, prior better cyclist and pedestrian paths. The conclusion is that neither 
physical structure or change people’s behavior can solve the problem themselves, the 
both factors need each other to succeed.

Strategies below were other ones mentioned in the plan that was made before the 
area were built.

Fast and capacity strong public transportation
- Clearer priorities by public transportation.
- Capacity strong public transportation with high comfort.
- Shorten traveling time for commuters of region buses.

Car traffic on human conditions
- Main streets shape to attractive city streets.
- Public transportation gives a higher negotiability then car traffic.

Multistory car park as parking solution
- Parking solution with multistory car park will be spread in västra hamnen and the goal 
is to have one in each “big block”.
- Multistorey car parks will be planned at an early stage.

A physical structure that supports pedestrians, cyclists, and public transportation
- Identify and fix missing links for a fast bicycle traffic to and from Västra hamnen.
- Increase the comfort for cyclists.
- The parking lot for bicycles at places of public interest.
- The system of renting bicycles.

Safe and friendly for pedestrians
- City streets surrounded by buildings with a varied content.
- Areas with walking speed.
- Walking with possibilities to rest.
- Available walking paths along the sea.

During my fourth year in Umeå school of 
architecture, we visited Västra Hamnen 
in Malmö. The area is much larger than 
the area I will work with and Västra 
Hamnen is located on a promontory, the 
opposite to the area in my project. Still I 
found out some inspiring details that can 
be useful in the project. 

The photos show details that I felt gave 
quality to the area. The new buildings 
have very different styles, scales, and 
colors which gave an exciting walk 
through the neighborhood. Row houses 
were standing beside larger apartment 
buildings and more expensive private 
villas. The location surrounded by 
sea become reminded even in some 
courtyards where smaller water flows 
were let in.  

Västra Hamnen is an old industry area 
and some of the buildings from this time 
are left. In connection to them, a skate 
park was located, an activity that worked 
well together with the industry in material 
and looks but at the same time reminded 
of the life of the people living in the new 
buildings and created a meeting point.

Västra Hamnen in Malmö
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Movement

Wind & Sun

Green Areas

Infrastructure



Summary of Strategies

The site is long and narrow. 
The width of the site is 
between 70 and 80 meters on 
a larger part of the area.
It is surrounded by two 
dominant infrastructures, 
one along each long side. 
Both the train track and the 
highway are forbidden to 
cross, except for a tunnel 
under the train track and 
the zebra crossing over the 
highway. Because of the 
two infrastructural elements 
the area need some kind of 
protection from the noise of 
the infrastructure.
The area will work as a 
connection point from east to 

west and from north to south.
The west to east connection 
is important to bind together 
the island of Trossö.

The area has a green area 
close, both north and south 
of it. By using the view of 
seeing something green it 
can attract people to move 
around in the area. 
A few paths for pedestrians 
and cyclists are separated 
from vehicular streets but 
often they have to cross 
several streets on their way. 
It is important to bind 
together the paths and make 
it more comfortable for 

pedestrians and cyclists to 
move and give these paths 
qualities to make it worth 
walking or using a bike.

The site should consist of 
mixed activities to make 
different people using the 
area. It is important to make 
it easier for people to more 
through the area but at the 
same time make space for 
them to stay. The goal is 
to create a meeting point 
between Trossö and Wämö, 
a public space that belongs 
to both islands.

New green connections
physical or views

Green areas

Pedestrian & cyclist path

Vehicular streets

Train track

Movements today

New connections & 
movements

125m

70m

80m

70m

In this chapter, the main strategies are shown. 

I decided to focus on the topics: walking move-

ment, green areas, infrastructure, the wind, 

and the sun. These different strategies will be a 

help for me to not loose my main ideas of how 

the chosen site should be developing.

I will develop new ways of moving in this area. 

The site is between two big infrastructural 

elements so an important factor is to keep the 

moving paths in a human scale but make space 

for other activities  and spaces were you can 

stop for a while and not be a part of the infra-

structural movement for a while. There area 

some green spaces both north and south of the 

site. I want to add more green space on the site 

to make it more pleasent to go through.

The new movements in the chosen site will be 

inspired by the old city plan and its long streets 

with long distance views. On this site, the goal 

is to bind together as many of the pedestrian 

movements as possible with the new area and 

by that make the city connection more acces-

sible and increase the choices of how to trans-

port yourself to different locations.

Summary



Walking movement

New connections and
movements

7.
From center of city to 

pantarholmen in north

8.
From east to west. a 

connection from the harbour 
to a new area along the west 

quay

9.
A site with many paths 

involved. The pedestrians 
and cyclists have very 

divided paths to choose 
between. Wide highways 

and traintracks stop the free 
movement of people by foot. 

Movements today

1.
From park, connection for 

pedestrians

2.
Path that connects west quay 

with harbour in east

3.
Path along the west quay, 

popular to walk along

4.
Connections from Wämö, 

straight lines but not 
connected.

5.
Path along highway, connects 
Trossö with Wämö along east 

water front.

6.
Movement from harbour, 

popular path to walk along.

7

7

88
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Green Areas

 Hoglands park

 Tullparken

 Västra mark

 Långö

 Bryggareberget

 Wämöparken

 Saltö  

 Stakholmen

 Amiralitetsparken

 Kungsbron

 Stumholmen

 Kapellparken

New connections
physical or views

Green areas

Today the movement around 
the chosen site happens 
mostly along the waterfront. 
The train track works as 
a barrier between east 
and west. The only way of 
crossing it is a tunnel north of 
the chosen site or by walking 
to its end and pass there. 
The main movements for 
pedestrians are along streets 
dominant by vehicles. 
The chosen site can be an 
alternative way to walk or 
cycling through, a path was 
you do not always have to be 
reminded you are the more 
exposed one in the city traffic. 

The site can also be the place 
where there is an opportunity 
to stop on your way.

The Trossö island does not 
have a natural connection 
for pedestrians between the 
east seafront and the west. 
The old city plan contains a 
lot of long straight streets that 
leads your way. The site can 
work as a connection here 
with a straight view from the 
harbor on the north seafront 
and the quay fronting east. 
Higher levels and bridges can 
make it possible to cross the 
train track.

A new way of moving by 
creating a path through the 
site, from south to north 
can be done.  Arrow 7 on 
the map above can be a 
straight line that by view start 
leading you in the center of 
Trossö. Because there are 
many different paths that 
need to be connected in the 
north of the site the straight 
movement has to be split up 
to make the path accessible 
for the different choices of 
moving directions in south of 
Wämö.

A green passage through 
the site can connect the 
Hoglands park on Trossö 
with the new park along the 
west quay and to the green 
passage north of the site, 
between the train track and 
the highway.
Taller trees can create a 
feeling of a larger park. 
Smaller trees and bushes can 
frame in a walking path and 
create a more human scale.
A green passage or smaller 
park can invite to stay in the 
location for a while and not 
only passing through.



Wind & Sun

wind 
direction
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The sketch shows along the east 
waterfront on Trossö. The buildings have 
the short side wall against the open see 
which creates windy courtyards between 
the buildings.

The sketch shows the long street, from 
the waterfront on east side up to the big 
square. Trees block the wind a little put 
the long street lack any other blocks from 
wind. The buildings create a wind tunnel.

Wind
Long streets with high closed walls 
frame it in can tend to work like wind 
tunnels. The strategy to make a public 
space where people want to stay in 
a windy city like Karlskrona is to try 
creating a space with as much reward 
as possible. By placing buildings with the 
long side facades facing the sea there 
will be less opportunity for the wind to 
reach courtyards.

Sun
Karlskrona is a sunny city for being in 
Sweden. Still we live in a country that 
only has a couple of sun hours in winter. 
When planning residential buildings 
the strategy is to plan for that as many 
apartments have as much sun as 
possible. The site is not surrounded by 
any very tall buildings close to it so the 
goal is to not make the new buildings on 
the site shade each other too much. 
On the site there should be public 
spaces were you can choose to be in 
the sun or shadow, either you visit in the 
morning or afternoon.

Infrastructure

The pedestrians and cyclists The trainsThe cars

Today the train track works as a barrier, 
impossible to cross. A central train 
station is important to keep to make 
the public transportation as accessible 
as possible. The strategy is to keep it 
in its original position but makes more 
possibilities to cross it. 

The vehicle infrastructure is the 
dominant one with wide streets. Today 
the pedestrian and cyclist paths mostly 
running along the vehicle streets. 
Pedestrians and cyclists are the most 
exposed ones in traffic, with high-speed 
vehicles around them and not protected 
with metallic shells and airbags as a 
driver is. The strategy is to create a way 
of moving, clearly separated from the 
vehicle traffic. 

The site’s beautiful view over the sea is 
many places blocked by other buildings 
and infrastructural elements. One 
strategy is to try raising up some parts 
of the pedestrian and cyclist path to give 
the opportunity to enjoy these views and 
also give new perspectives that do not 
exist today.


