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Abstract
The year 2015 will go to history as the worst refugee crisis since the Second World 
War. 35 000 out of the total 160 000 immigrants that arrived to Sweden in 2015 
were children unaccompanied by their parents. They are children and youth who 
has fled from all over the world to seek a better life in Sweden. Even though they 
are categorized with the same designation they are not a homogeneous group. They 
come from greatly differing backgrounds and living conditions. There is though one 
usual common denominator in terms of background. Many of these young migrants 
come from so called collectivistic societies. Numerous studies point out that the 
shift to an individualistic society like Sweden could involve a major culture shock 
with consequences like loneliness and poor adaptation to independence and that 
this is crucial to acknowledge in the establishment process of unaccompanied minor 
refugees. 
The mental illness is widespread among this group and I would describe the living 
conditions at the homes I visited in my field studies more like isolation than 
integration. Immigrated population are in general at high risk of marginalization and 
alienation. This is particularly valid in the case of unaccompanied minor refugees. 
The absence of the basic social security of a family and relatives makes them easily 
exposed to alienation, loneliness and mental illness.

There is today an acute shortage of housing of unaccompanied minor refugees in 
Sweden and the unexpected increased influx in 2015 has forced municipalities 
all over Sweden to short term solutions. There are three forms of housing of this 
demographic group. Familjehem, HVB-hem and stödboende which can be translated 
as family home, HVB - home and support home. Younger minors up to 14 years are 
mostly placed in a family home where the minor refugee stay with a swedish family 
missioned by the social welfare board. A HVB-home is an institution in the form of 
a group home supervised by staff, mostly used for older teenager 15-17 years old. In 
a support home the minors live independently in regular apartments with regular 
contact with staff. Support homes are originally designed as a transition dwelling 
from the age of 18-21 but can nowadays be used for minors from the age of 16 if they 
are evaluated mature and stable enough to live on their own.         

At the beginning of this project I was interested if it was possible to create a 
home environment in an institution. Maybe the task is not to bring a home to the 
institution, but to bring the institution to the home? 

I want to break the isolation between unaccompanied minor refugees and the rest of 
the society and to create well needed contact surfaces between minors and swedes. I 
see a possibility to evolve the use of the so called support homes. The support homes 
are today regular apartments rented by the municipality to house unaccompanied 



minor refugees. Even though the minors in this stage live among swedes the 
integration is often defaulted due to the absence of contact surfaces. This is where 
I see a possibility to take an advantage of the growing co-house movement. More 
and more Swedish people are interested to share more than a staircase with their 
neighbors and co-house organizations see a growing interest all over the country. 
The co-house formation gives me the opportunity to create contact surfaces and 
shared spaces between these two groups. The collectivistic approach responds to 
many minor refugees loss of collectivism from the home country and aims to supply 
them with a well needed social context which at least strives to substitute for the loss 
of a family.  

Rental apartments initiated and managed by the municipality intermixing swedes 
with unaccompanied minor refugees from the age of 16. The option will be voluntary 
available from the age of 16 if evaluated mature and stable enough, as current 
praxis. From the age of 18 it will function as transition dwelling in line with today’s 
praxis. The idea also corresponds with the input I received from my interviews 
with unaccompanied minor refugees and caretakers. The common wish to live 
independently and the negative experience of spending many years in an institution. 
Approximately half of the apartments will be assigned to each group and the 
apartments will be of mixed sizes to create a diverse group in terms of age and living 
conditions. A building complex with both private apartments and common spaces 
like a shared kitchen, workshop and activity rooms programmed to encourage 
common activities functioning as a platform of meeting and integration. A well 
proven model that have been successful in existing cohouse projects. 

To increase the possibility of integration in a bigger scale I see an opportunity 
to include a public function. My proposal is to, when possible, include a café 
functioning as a meeting platform for the whole city. This café could arrange public 
events involving the public in everything from lectures to homework support. The 
café could also function as a meeting hub for former minor refugees after being 
discharged from the program at 21 and offer possibilities for them to get work 
experience and language training.  

Finally I would like to emphasize that I see a strong possibility of mutual exchange. 
I believe an intersection between the swedish society, which many claims to be the 
most individualistic in the world and a society culture based on collectivism could 
be extremely fruitful. The culture clash of ways of living together and sharing could 
generate new perspectives and recall values that has been forgotten in our western 
society.  Something I have experienced myself during this journey.   



Method



Method
The methods I have used to gain knowledge in this subject is both 
background research, which includes reading studies and looking at 
statistics. I have also done field studies, I have visited three group homes for 
unaccompanied minor refugees, where I have also done interviews with both 
minors and staff. Ihave also formed a focus group of minors and staff that I 
have tested my ideas on. 



Background 
Research



Definition

Unaccompanied Minor Refugee

An unaccompanied minor is according to the UN definition a person below 
the age of 18 who seeks asylum in a country without the presence of parents 
or other guardians [1]. Individuals below the age of 18 are considered a child 
and are therefore covered by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
which gives them the right to special protection and social care. An asylum-
seeking youth without a guardian who has been registered with an age 
below 18 has special rights and is offered prioritized juridical management 
and adult support in group- or family home, a legal guardian and schooling. 
Unaccompanied minor refugees are also very rarely expelled from Sweden if 
there is no organized reception of an adult in the home country [2].        
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Current Situation
The number of unaccompanied minors who seek asylum in 2015 Sweden was 
35 369, which is an increase with over 400% compared to the year before and 
over 9000% increase since 2004.
This rapid increase was not something Sweden was prepared for, which 
resulted in an acute shortage of housing. In the beginning of 2015 there were 
around 5000 available accommodations for asylum seeking minors, which 
is with all facts on hand a shortage of around 30 000. Municipalities are not 
allowed to refuse to accept unaccompanied minors according to a law that 
was introduced in 2014. When the ratio of agreed accommodations is filled, 
Migrationsverket starts to portion out minors to different municipalities 
according to a certain system, and the municipalities has to do their best to 
find facilities to house them. [3]   
Sweden receives the most asylum applications from unaccompanied minor 
refugees in all of Europe. Both in 2013 and 2014 Sweden accounted for almost 
30% of the total amount of asylum applications in EU, followed by Germany 
with around 20%. [4]



Afghanistan 66,4%

Stateless 2,5%

Somalia 5,8%

Algeria 0,2%

Syria 10,7 %

Albania 0,6%

Eritrea 5,5%

Marocco 1,1%

Ethiopia 2,5%

Iraq 3,1%

Others 2,5%

Boys 92% Girls 92%

Gender Distribution of Unaccompanied Minors
Sweden 2015
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7-12 y

92%
13-17 y

Age Distribution of Unaccompanied Minors
Sweden 2014

Nationality
Unaccompanied Minor Refugees 
Sweden 2015



Nationality, Gender & Age
As seen in the graphs were the large majority of the unaccompanied minor 
refugees who seek asylum in Sweden in 2015 boys, representing 92%. 
Afghanistan is by far the most common country of origin, in 2015 over 23 
400 unaccompanied minors from Afghanistan seek asylum in Sweden which 
accounts for over 66%. Followed by Syria, Somalia, Eritrea and Iraq. Most of 
the unaccompanied minors that arrive in Sweden are in the age between 13-
17 years old, in 2014 that age group accounted for 90% [5]. 



War & Armed Conflicts

Persecution, Threat & Organized Crime

No one can take care of the child

Wish for education

Family violence & Battery

Fear of Military Service

Criminality

Rape

Urchin

Wish for better life conditions

Do not know

No Information

35%

34%

7%

3%

3%

3%

2%

1%

1%

1%

3%

7%

Reasons to Flee 
Unaccompanied Minors, Sweden 1997



95,5% Did not participate in the 
decision to flee

4,5% Participated in the 
decision to flee

Unaccompanied Minor Refugees’s 
Particpation in the Decision to Flee.
Sweden 1997

Reasons to Flee
So what are the reasons that unaccompanied minor refugees choose or are 
forced to leave their home country? This issue was addressed in psychologist 
Marie Hessle’s study from 2007. The study involved 100 unaccompanied 
minor refugees who had arrived in Sweden in 1996-1997. The most common 
stated reasons were “War and Armed Conflict” followed by “Persecution, 
Threat and Organized Crime.” One remarkable finding in this study was 
how the decision to flee was made. It was made clear that it was primarily 
a decision made by the parents, only 3 out of the 68 informants still left in 
the study in 2007 declared that they were participating in the decision. All 
informants describes that the decision to leave was declared to them only a 
few days before departure. Some of the informants described their reaction 
to the decision as with despair, others felt forced to go even though they did 
not want to. Some of the informants interpret that their role was to save the 
family [6].     



“Everyone cared about me in my 
home country.

Here you barely excist.”

Unaccompanied Minor Refugee from a African Country, M. Hessle 2007.



Mental Condition at Arrival
Sweden 1997
M. Hessle

Severe Anxiety & DepressionPosttraumatic Stress Anxiety

25%

100%

50%

Trauma & Mental Health
Hessle’s study from 2007 where 100 unaccompanied minor refugees who 
arrived to Sweden in 1997 were interviewed found that 57% of the participants 
needed immediate psychiatric care at arrival to Sweden. All 100% of them 
suffered from anxiety, 50 % from severe anxiety and depression and 25% of 
post-traumatic stress. Reported reason were loneliness, uncertainty, worries, 
traumatized experiences and longing for family. [6] .   



Individualistic Society

Society that idealizes independence and individualism. A greater 

extent of responsibility is put on the individual. The state has 

a general responsibility of protection, care and security for all 

individuals. An apparatus that has in some extent replaced 

the role of the family. The responsibility is decentralized to all 

municipalities through for example day care personnel, teachers 

and social workers.  

The individual is seen as the “centre of the universe” and the 

highest principle of the society.

The Unacompanied Minor 

From Collectivism to Individualism

Consequences: 

Poor adjustment to the individualistic society in terms of independence.

Loneliness and Anxiety as a result of lack of collectivism in the arrival 

country.

Collectivistic Society

Society mostly based on a collective community of informal 

networks where informal forces like family and relatives takes a 

major responsibility for the individual protection, care and security.

Group centred ideology with emphasis on relation between 

people. Fellowship rather than individualism. 

A holistic perception where the human is an indivisible part of a 

bigger unity. A society where the utmost value is in the society 

as a whole.



From Collectivism to 
Individualism
Many studies point out that the sociocultural conditions that the young 
migrants are facing could involve a major culture shock and therefore be 
problematic. It is especially the transition from a society collectively built 
society to an individualistic ditto that can be particularly problematic. 
Many studies claim that it is a crucial factor to take in consideration in the 
establishment process of unaccompanied minors. 

Many young migrants comes from a society which is mostly based on a 
collective community of informal networks where informal forces like family 
and relatives takes a major responsibility for the individual protection, 
care and security. The transition to a society like Sweden, which is an 
individualistic based society is not always uncomplicated. A greater extent of 
responsibility is put on the individual. The state has a general responsibility 
of protection, care and security for all individuals. An apparatus that 
has in some extent replaced the role of the family. The responsibility is 
decentralized to all municipalities through day care personnel, teachers and 
social workers.  

According psychologist Marie Hessle the individualistic is approach 
implemented at an early stage through parenting in an individualistic 
society like Sweden.  Children are encouraged to care of themselves and to 
be independent. Consideration to the child’s own will is encouraged and 
respected. It is ideal in an individualistic perspective that young people focus 
on their selves, like moving out of home before marriage etc. In many parts 
of the world this is not existing, the living condition are different which 
includes the extended family of not only children and parents but also other 
close relatives. The child grows up in a large network of contacts. The adults 
share the responsibility of taking care of the children. Children that grow up 
in extended families often experience a strong security in their lives, there 
are many to turn to in case of support.

The ability to work, live independently, to take initiatives and to make 
decisions is important features that is demanded to be able to live in Sweden. 
Many people employed as caretakers in Group Homes for unaccompanied 
minor refugees agrees that is of uttermost importance to teach the young 
minors to take responsibility and to be independent.



Density

Dispersity



But it is not only the poor adaptation to the individualistic society that is 
problematic. When a community is changed to individualism loneliness is 
a natural consequences. A higher level of loneliness and anxiety has been 
reported in correlation with the individualization of the western society. This 
is unsurprisingly even more problematic if you has an individual is socially 
and culturally adjusted for a collectivistic society. In addition to that are 
these young minors missing the fundamentally social security of a family 
makes the situation even more complicated. [6]

”You can’t live here without your family. No one here understands why it is 
not possible. You can’t make it…

You don’t know what to do…or what to become…You can’t decide on your 
own…Very hard…

There are two years that I don’t remember anything from…I was ill and in a 
hospital…Lost many kilos…I couldn’t eat.”

- Quote from interview with former unaccompanied minor refugee from an 
affrican country, M. Hessle, 2007.

From Density to Dispersal
My theory is that the contrast of density could add to the feeling of 
loneliness. Sweden and Norrland in particular have a low density of people 
and built environment. This geographical dispersion of land use could add 
and give form to negative feeling of being abandoned if it stands in contrast to 
an upbringing in a dense society in close connection with the social networks 
explained in the section above.

“I lived in Teheran in Iran before I came to Sweden. When a person comes 
from there to Nordmaling and the forest. It gets bloody hard for me! “

-Quote from own interview with former unaccompanied minor refugee from 
Afghanistan.



Support Home
“Stödboende”

Family Home
“Familjehem”

Group Home
“HVB-Hem”

15-17 Years 0-14 Years

18 Years
(From 16 years if evaluated 

mature and stable)

21 Years
Dischargement from program.

Dwelling Chain
Unaccompanied Minor Refugees



The System 
Today there are three different forms of accommodations for unaccompanied 
minor refugees. Familjehem, HVB-Hem and Stödboende.
  
Familjehem, which can be translated into “Family Home”. This means that 
the minor lives with a Swedish family in their home missioned by the Social 
Welfare Board. This is mostly used for younger minors up to 14 years. [7]

HVB-hem is a form of a “Group Home” where the minors live together 
supervised by staff during all hours of the day. It is an institution in the 
Swedish Social Service originally designed for children and youth with social 
problems or abuse of alcohol and narcotics. The homes can be run by either 
the state, the county, the municipality or a company, association, founda-
tion or single person [8].  HVB-hem is often divided in two different stages, 
Asylboende and PUT-boende. Asylboende, “Asylum Home” is the first stage. 
This is where the minors live when they first arrive to Sweden before they 
get residence permit. At this stage much care and support are provided to 
help the minor to get acquaintance with their new environment. The next 
step is PUT-boende, “Residence Permit Dwelling”, which is where the minor 
lives after receiving residence permit. Care and support is still provided at all 
hours but this stage aims to prepare the individual for independence. [9]

Stödboende, which can be translated into “Support Home”. In this stage the 
youth lives independently in regular apartments with regular contact with 
staff. The Support Homes was originally designed as the last stage in the care 
process which launches when the minor turn 18 and ends when they are 21. 
And was seen as a transition to the independent life after 21. This option can 
though since the 1st of January 2016 be used for minors from the age of 16 if 
they are evaluated mature and stable enough to live on their own. [10] 



Group Homes
Retrofitting and transformation of 
former schools, elderly homes, 
offices and hotels.

Group Homes
New produced facilities with 
often short term building 
permits.

Support Homes
Rented apartments at 
sometimes extremaly 
overpriced costs.

Ex: 20 m246 500 kr/month



Acute Housing Strategies 
Desperate times calls for desperate methods. Since a change of law 2014 
municipalities can no longer refuse to accodommate unaccompanied minor 
refugees. An agreement is made in the beginning of the year between the 
Swedish Immigration Board and each municipality, which determine how 
many minors the municipality will receive. But when all ratios are filled 
the Immigration Board will start to portion out minors to municipalities 
according to a certain system and this is what happened in 2015. This change 
of system combined with the impossible task for the municipalities to predict 
the upcoming influx of unaccompanied minor refugees has resulted in an 
acute shortage of housing and therefore acute solutions of the problem. Old 
schools, elderly care buildings and offices has been transformed in to group 
homes and new produced facilities with most often temporary building per-
mits are planned all over Sweden. [23] [24] [25] [11] [13] [15] [16] [14] [21] 

There is also an acute shortage of so called Stödboenden, Support Homes. 
Support Homes is basically regular apartments rented by the municipality to 
house minors and former minors. It was originally designed to function as a 
transition dwelling from the age of 18 to 21, but can since a change of law in 
the beginning of 2016 be used for minors from the age of 16 if they are evalu-
ated mature and stable enough. The severe almost national housing shortage 
has in combination with the unpredicted increased influx of unaccompanied 
minor refugees generated situations where municipalities are forced to rent 
extremely overpriced apartments. [26] The acute shortage of rentable apart-
ments is not only reserved for the bigger cities. Nordmaling, is a small mu-
nicipality with around 7000 inhabitants south of Umeå. [27] Pär Lundqvist, 
co-ordinator at the Support Home operation in Nordmaling confirms that 
the hunt for available apartments is a constant struggle and hinders formers 
minors to move out from the Group Homes which subsequently adds to the 
already overcrowded situation. 



The State

The State

Municipality driven group 
homes for unaccopmanied 
minor refugees.

Corporate driven group 
homes for unaccopmanied 
minor refugees.

HVB - Hem, group home for 
unaccompanied minor refugees

HVB - Hem, group home for 
unaccompanied minor refugees

The Municipality

Owners and shareholders

State Allowance

State Allowance

Surplus

Surplus

1900 kr /child and day

1900 kr /child and day



Politics 
The generous commission of minimum 1900 kronor per child and day 
combined with the emergency situation has made housing of unaccompanied 
minor refugees an advantageous business for both companies and 
municipalities. [20] [21] Some municipalities in depopulated areas claim 
that they would not survive without the management and housing of 
unaccompanied minor refugees, both in terms of source of income and job 
opportunities. [22]The housing of unaccompanied minor refugees has by 
extension turn into a governmental financial support of depopulated areas. 
The profit is used to cover up holes in the municipality budget to finance 
school and health care. This is not valid for the big part of the homes that 
are run by companies. The profit of those home will end up in pockets of 
owners and shareholders without getting the benefit for the municipality 
inhabitants. The housing of unaccompanied minor refugees has in this case 
by extension turned into a governmental financial support of profit driven 
corporations.
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Resistance
Establishments of new Group Homes for unaccompanied minor refugees, 
so called HVB-Hem are not always received with open arms from the 
neighbouring community. Several cases of upset neighbours opposing 
establishments of group homes have been reported in media from all over 
Sweden during 2015 and 2016. A common stated reason for resistance is the 
opinion that the Group Homes are not in line with the detail plan.   
Other given reasons are worries about increased traffic, insight, temporary 
building permits and that the Group Homes would lower the prices of their 
properties. (Nilsson 2016) (Eriksson 2016) (Reinholdsson 2013) (Wallsten 
2015) (Svensson 2015) (Thelandersson 2015)

Even violent resistance has been notified. Forty three fires were reported 
from July to December 2015 at current or planned asylum housing all over 
Sweden. Although a third is suspected to be accidents a remarkable two 
thirds of the fires are suspected to be arson attacks. Connections to the 
White Power-movements and other crime intensive actors has been made 
by the Secret Service Police and ovations and exhortations of fire attacks are 
occurring at several internet forums. (Andrén 2015) (TT 2015) (Schönnings 
2016).

 



2/3 of the Swedish population are interested 
in doing voluntary work once a week 

18-20% of the inhabitants of Västerbotten 
already do voluntary work once a week.



Eager to Help
The refugee crisis have not only generated resistance, antagonism and hatred. 
Evidence of true humanity has been recognized in the aftermath of the crisis. 
Charity organizations witness an enormous increased will to contribute with 
time, money and clothes. A survey made by the Red Cross showed that two 
thirds of the Swedish population are interested in voluntary work once a 
week. And in Västerbotten 18-20 % already do voluntary work once a week, 
which is one of the highest figures in the country. [28]This eager to help and 
eager to open up for mutual integration can also be seen in the rise of social 
media apps like Welcome, where Swedish people can initiate  activities that 
refugees can sign up for.



Field Studies



Visiting the Homes
I have visited three group homes for unaccompanied minor refugees in 
Västerbotten, two in Umeå and one in Nordmaling south of Umeå. These field 
studies are made in order to get a better understanding of the current situation 
and the daily life in these institutions. This gave me an indispensable insight and 
the opportunity the conduct interviews with minors, care takers and managers.  

Umeå

Nordmaling



Omega

Location in Nordmaling, 1 : 20 000. 



Omega, Nordmaling
I have vistited Omega, a group home for unaccompanied minor refugees in 
Nordmaling, Västerbotten. Nordmaling is a small municipality located 50 km 
south of Umeå. The municipality has around 7000 inhabitants, among which 
around 2500 live in Nordmaling Town. The municipality of Nordmaling has 
received unaccompanied minors since 2007. There are three HVB-homes in 
the municipality, two in Nordmaling Town and one in neighboring village, 
Rundvik. The agreed amount of accommodations for new asylum seeking 
unaccompanied minor refugees was 27 in the beginning of 2015, an amount 
that now has been exceeded. Omega is a group home which mainly houses 
minors that have received residence permit. Omega is a municipality driven 
HVB-hem located in a former housekeeping school. The building has also 
functioned as a hotel in the past. The facility originally had accommodations 
for maximum 14 residents, but the increased influx of minors has resulted in 
overcrowdings, solved by shared bedrooms and barracks. The complex is lo-
cated in the outskirts of the town of Nordmaling, surrounded by a residential 
area of villas, a home for the elderly, a care center and forest. 

Immediate Context, 1 : 5 000 



“The best thing about my room is that has really thick walls, and the wardrobes. I have really good wardrobes!.”

Frequently used pool table. Dinner space and popular gathering point.

Omega in Pictures



Frequently used living room functioning as a gathering space for minors and their friends.

Overdimensioned industrial kitchen. Two residents way to Sweden documented on the living room map.



Morgonsol

Location in Umeå 1 : 50 000. 



Morgonsol, Umeå

Morgonsol is one of several dwelling sections in a group home complex 
situated in a former home for the elderly in south east Umeå. Morgonsol 
houses minors that have not yet received resident permits, but the total 
building complex also includes housing for minors with residence permit 
and support home apartments. The Morgonsol section has 10 spaces for 
unaccompanied minor refugees. The building complex is intermixed in a 
residential area surrounded by villas, building blocks and a school.

Immediate Context, 1 : 5 000 



Dining Space

Morgonsol in Pictures

TV-Room Kitchen



Corridor with private rooms.

Study Room Shared toilet and shower



KFUM Fenix

Location in Umeå 1 : 50 000. 



Fenix, Umeå

Fenix is driven by the Christian youth organization KFUM (YMCA in English). 
The building complex use to be a youth hostel but will in the near future only 
function as group and support homes for unaccompanied minor refugees. 
Fenix is situated in central Umeå surrounded by building blocks on three 
sides and a highly trafficked road on one side.  

Immediate Context, 1 : 5 000 



Dining Space

Fenix in Pictures

TV-Room Camilo, Manager of Social Operations at KFUM and caretaker at Fenix.



Living Room

Corridors with private rooms. More rooms under construction.



2. Bath Rooms
8m2/each
Two toilets and three 
showers shared by four 
residents. 

1. Bedrooms
15m2/each
Pinkmarked parts are bedroom 
for minors. Originally one minor in 
each room. Due to current situation 
are some minors sharing rooms.

3. Staff Bedroom
13,5 m2 4. Manager 

Office
12 m2

12. Pool 
Table Room 
27 m2

9. Living 
Room
86 m2

14. Video 
Game Room
10 m2

13. Movie 
Room
30 m2

8. Staff 
Office
30 m2

10. Small 
Staff 
Office
4,5 m2

6. Class Room
56 m2
Room used for 
Home Work 
Support every 
weekday. 7. Administrative

Meeting Room
80 m2
Used for administrative 
meetings of the Omega, 
Atlas and Habito 18+.

5. Meeting Room
19 m2

Used mainly for intepretation 
meetings by staff, resident and a 
translator linked by phone. 

11. Kitchen
42 m2
Oversized 
kitchen

-1

0

1

Private - Minors
Staff and Administration
Common
Circulation/Unused/Storage

Facility Functions

Bedrooms, bathroom 
and Staff Bedrooms
Same structure 
as above



Close up at Omega
Interview with the Manager
Interview with Therese, manager at Omega.

Organisation
Therese views her job as very important and feel very reverent to her task. 
She finds it interesting and rewarding to work with “the future of Sweden” 
as she calls the minors. It is a big challenge that is very important both locally 
and nationally, this is the people that is going to populate the small villages 
she says. 
Therese says there is a wide scepticism in the municipality department 
against the HVB-Homes, Therese tells me. And she says that she often 
feels that she needs to apologize for their existence. The attitudes against 
unaccompanied minors and HVB-Homes are problematic. 
The economic situation is on the other hand problem-free, the national 
government is very generous and compensate the HVB-Homes with 
1900 Swedish kronor a day for each minor. Despite a high facility rent 
and personnel costs, this amount is difficult to waste. The HVB-Homes 
are actually the only municipal organization that is making a profit in 
Nordmaling. 

The role of the Personnel
I am wondering about the role of the personnel, are they a substituting as the 
role of a parent? Therese says no. Sometimes that role is voluntary taken upon 
by their legal guardian, but that is very individual. Some guardians take their 
task very serious, inviting the minor to dinners and activities while others 
only do what they are oblige to do, handling economic, legal and personal 
issues. Therese has the experience of minors having their hopes up ending up 
feeling abandoned, “you told me you would be my mom, but you are not.” 
The language barriers are problematic. Some of the staff and the minors 
cannot communicate without the presence of an interpreter.   

Mental Health
I am also wondering about the mental health of the minors. Mental illness is 
occurring but there is nothing they can do anything about, she says. Omega 
and Atlas are not Health and Rehabilitation Clinics and they do not offer any 
treatment. What they can do, is to use the same care system as any other 
teenager in Sweden, by contacting the local Health Care Centre or BUP 
(Psychiatric Treatment for Children and Youth).



Therese perceive that the mental condition varies through the different 
stages of care. Her apprehension is that the minors’ general mental condition 
is better in the first stage of their care, when they recently have arrived to 
Sweden. They are relieved and grateful to be in Sweden, but as times pass by 
they get blasé she says. She argues that they need more challenges and that 
is not healthy to be in an institution so many years. The mental condition is 
according to her generally better at Atlas, which is the first home the minors 
stay at before they get residence permit. At Omega which is the next step 
she sees a degradation of their well-being, but the real shock comes when 
they move in to the next step after they have turned 18. The accommodation 
phase between 18 and 21 is called Habito 18+. At this stage the youth live in 
pairs on their own in an apartment at different locations in Nordmaling, not 
centralized in one building. Personnel employed by Habito 18+ come and 
visit on a regular basis to ensure and keep track on the youth’s well-being. 
The sudden shift to independence, with responsibilities of grocery shopping, 
cooking, cleaning and washing are often shocking. 

Individuality and Collectivism
Therese would like to see that shift to independence in an earlier stage. They 
have plans to refurbish Omega to erase all common areas and to be replaced 
by bedrooms. A step towards individuality and independence. Another 
reason for this is to get rid of the problem of minors bringing friends over 
for dinner. Therese says that the Omega easily turns into a youth club, and 
they cannot support the whole neighborhood with food. She still thinks that 
Atlas, which is an asylum housing and the first step in the dwelling chain, 
should remain as it is since common areas and support is important in that 
early stage of their process. 
Therese percieves the facilities at Atlas as better suited for the purpose since 
they offer a more home-like environment. Omega do seem to function as a 
kind of meeting space, former residents regularly come back and visit and 
the place is often crowded with friends of the minors. 

Therese agrees with the studies that emphasize the importance to 
acknowledge the shift from a collectivistic society to an individualistic 
society and the poor societal adjustment the minors are facing. Independence 
is crucial and is the top priority to teach the minors at the HVB-Home. 
Research has shown that unaccompanied minors are more often behind in 
school and are more often in debt emergencies than the average Therese tells 
me. 

I wonder if she believes if there is an interest in working extra, after school, 



on weekends and school breaks. A way to seek new challenges, integrate 
with swedes, practice Swedish, get work experience and earn some extra 
money. She says that there is certainly an interest, as long as it not would 
shift focus on school. 

Integration
The integration is not unproblematic and sometimes non-existing. One way 
of tackling the issue is to not centralize functions at the HVB-Home. Therese 
tells me that the minors sometimes complain of lack of activities at home, 
wishing for a gym or new pool table. Therese that would only further isolate 
them. They need to go to a regular gym or to the local public bath to meet 
Swedish people. That is where the integration happens.
I wonder if there is an interest of integration with swedes from the minors. 
Therese says there certainly is an interest. Many of the minor’s highest wish 
is to have a Swedish friend or girlfriend. 

Relation to Nordmaling
Therese perceive the relation to the municipality as unproblematic. 
The reason for that, she says, is that Nordmaling has accommodated 
unaccompanied minors since 2007. The phenomena is not new to the people 
of Nordmaling. Therese makes comparison with the new accommodation in 
Rundvik, which opened this year, which caused uprisings and protests. But 
she also says that Nordmaling is not an exception, racism exists and minors 
are sometimes exposed to curse words and pointed fingers.
But how do the minors view Nordmaling? Therese explains that there is 
a general dissatisfaction with Nordmaling among the minors. They feel 
that nothing is happening and that all the other municipalities have better 
reception for unaccompanied minors. Therese tells me how they change 
their marketing to attract more refugees to Nordmaling. In the beginning 
they used beautiful nature pictures with endless snowscapes. That was not 
successful at all. Snowy pictures without any people only scared people off. 
Therese tells me that they nowadays use pictures from the yearly market, 
which is the only day Nordmaling is crowded. 
In the beginning everyone wants to go Stockholm, no one wants to live in 
Nordmaling. But during the years they make local connections and chose to 
stay.           

Group Dynamics
The optimal numbers of residents is according to Therese 7-8 persons, today 
that number is doubled at both Atlas and Omega. Mixed nationalities are to 
prefer to increase the level of integration, Swedish language learning and 



avoiding unfruitful hierarchies. Mixed gender is to prefer but is often avoided 
due to the risk of teen age pregnancy. The ratio of girls is also quite small, the 
girls are therefore often grouped together to create strong bounds among 
them. The minors generally prefer to have an own room, sometimes they 
sleep over in each other’s rooms on mattresses, but the access to a private 
own zone is preferred.    

Therese’s Dream
Finally I ask Therese to dream a bit. If she could change anything with 
no economic or practical limits, what would she do? Her answer is quite 
surprising as it turns out that she does not believe in the system. Her dream 
is that every minor would get a place in a family home. She don’t believe that 
it is healthy to be in an institution so many years. The concept is wrong, both 
economical and for the health of the individual.

Omega Living Room - two residents has marked their way to Sweden.



Interviews with Residents
Interviews with residents at Omega. Interviews were made in Swedish and 
has been translated into English. 

Interview with Dir
Age: 17
School: Liljaskolan
From: Darfur
Hometown: Tino, a little village outside Kutum. Around 5000 inh.
Time in Sweden: 9 months

Dir is born in a little village outside outside Kutum in Darfur. The village 
is geographically much smaller than Nordmaling, but is much denser. Dir 
estimates that there were around 5000 inhabitants in his home village. Dir 
and his family lived in a one room mudhouse that his father built. The house 
had no toilet and the food was cooked over open fire. Dir lived there with 
his mother, father, sister and aunt. Most of the time Dir slept under the stars 
outside the house. The family had to flee to Jeddh in Saudi Arabia when Dir 
was 12 years old. Dir’s mother died due to pregnancy in Jeddh. It was five 
years since he last saw his father. He don’t know where the rest of his family 
is, but he fears that they are all dead. He waited for his family in two years in 
Jeddh cleaning cars to make a living. After a while the police caught him and 
beat him up asking for papers to prove that he was legally in the country, he 
had to run away.

I am asking Dir if he likes living in Nordmaling. He says no. He would much 
rather live in Vännäs where he has a lot of friends since he goes to school 
there. A lot of Dir’s friends have been in Sweden for a long time which 
explains why Dir speaks so remarkable good Swedish after just 9 months 
in the country. Dir also have a Swedish girlfriend, Carolina, who lives in 
Örnsköldsvik with her mother. They got in contact on Facebook. They have 
only met eachother five times but are texting all the time. 

Dir likes Sweden. The winter is a problem though, he says. He also likes his 
room. The walls are thick, made out of concrete he brags. You can play as 
loud music you want, he tells me enthusiastically. He is not very fond of 
having the room next to the toilet though. Some of the other guys are not 
handling the toilet hygiene and it starts to smell. It would be much better if 
you had your own bathroom. Then you can’t blame anyone else when it gets 
dirty. I can clean, cook, I can do many things! I can take care of myself, I did 
that for two years when I was waiting for my family in Jeddh he says. 



Tino, Darfur, hometown of Dir, approximately 5 000 inhabitants.

Herat, Afghanistan, hometown of Ahmed Ali, approximately 440 000 inhabitants.

Nordmaling, Sweden, site of Omega Group Home, approximately 2 500 inhabitants.



We are discussing the cultural differences between Nordmaling and Tino, 
particulary the difference in density. That is a problem with Sweden, Dir 
says. It is really hard to “make neighbors”! If you live wall to wall, everyone 
is together. Everyone says hello to you and if you are new, your neighbor will 
come and greet you with candy. All the neighbors will know if you have a 
problem and everyone will come and try to help you. In Sweden some people 
can say hello to you one day and the next they act like they don’t know you. 
That is not good, says Dir. I want to write a book about Sweden, about what 
is not good, he continues. He gives an example of a phenomenon that he finds 
really strange. If you as a child are playing at a friend’s house, you are not 
accepted to dinner when the family is eating, you have to sit alone in your 
friend’s room waiting until they are finished. That is so strange, he continues. 
The food is only for the family they say, but it will balance out. Some day you 
eat at my place, another day I will eat at yours. Eating food is something you 
do together, something you gather around, he explains. Something similar 
happened today at the school cafeteria, he says. There was this guy that I 
don’t know. He were out of money and couldn’t pay his stuff. I gave him the 
five kronor he needed but he refused to take it. I said that it will balance out, 
one day you might help me or somebody else, but he still refused to take it. I 
don’t understand, Dir says. 

A lot of problem will arise when you don’t live close to each other. I rather 
live around a lot of people, says Dir. This room for example, would be a room 
for one person in Sweden. Where I come from ten people would live here, he 
continues. There is a shortage of housing in Sweden. But people live only two 
persons in these huge villas. And I don’t understand, why don’t you want 
to be with your family in Sweden? In my home country if you are 30 and 
unmarried your parents would like you to live with them. In Sweden parents 
expect you to be out when you are 18. It is so strange and it is a big problem! 
Where I come from the parents put the children first, he says. 

Interview with Ahmed Ali
Age: 17
School: Liljaskolan
From: Afghanistan
Hometown: Herat, around 440 000 inhabitants.
Time in Sweden: 2 years

Ahmed Ali has been in Sweden for two years. He is from Herat in 
Afghanistan, a city with around 440 000 inhabitants. I am asking what 
he thinks about living in Sweden and Nordmaling, it works he says. But it 



is a big difference, Nordmaling is a very small town with very few people 
compared to his home town. He would rather live in a bigger city. Ahmed Ali 
lived with his family in an apartment with eight rooms in a two storey high 
building. He was sharing bedroom with some of his seven siblings. He misses 
his family and his old school. 



Conclusion & Concept



Home?



Summary
There is an acute shortage of accommodation for unaccompanied minor 
refugees in municipalities all over Sweden. The generous commission and the 
emergency situation has made housing of unaccompanied minor refugees an 
advantageous business for both companies and municipalities. The  
The perception I get after visiting group homes and conducting interviews 
is that the minors both are and feel isolated with few or no contact surfaces 
with swedes. 
The shift from a most often collective society to an individualistic society 
like Sweden is in many cases a huge culture clash, with consequences 
of experienced loneliness and inability to independence and self-made 
decisions. 
The people that work in these group homes most often do their very best 
to create a home like environment, but the perceived result is more like 
storage than care. The staff has in general no education at all in handling with 
traumatized people and the homes does not offer any care or treatment at all. 

Summary:

•	 Acute shortage of accodomation
•	 Isolation rather than Integration
•	 Few or none contact surfaces with Swedes
•	 Missed Collectivism 
•	 Problematic adjustment to individualistic society

•	 Storage rather than care



Home for 
Unacompanied Minors Residents

Café

Common Hang Out Space

Home Work Help

Gym

Movie Screenings

Sport

Lectures

Library Room

Cooking 

The Public



First Concept Idea
At the beginning of this project I was interested if it was possible to create 
a home in an institution. Maybe the task is not to bring a home to the 
institution, maybe it is to bring the institution to the home? 

I want to break the isolation between unaccompanied minor refugees and 
the rest of the society and to create well needed contact surfaces between 
minors and swedes. The gain of doing so is both on an individual level and on 
a society basis. The minors get a well needed social context in the absence of 
family and relatives and in the fuller picture the project shall contribute to a 
much needed step against integration of all members of a society. I believe an 
intersection between the Swedish society, which many claims to be the most 
individualistic in the world and a society culture based on collectivism would 
have the possibility to be very fruitful. The culture clash of ways of living 
together and sharing could generate new perspectives on and recall values 
that has been forgotten in our western society.  

My idea is to intersect a group home of unaccompanied minor refugees with 
a residential building of apartments. The whole thing will be bonded together 
by a common area shared by both minors and residents. The common area 
should offer spaces that enables common activities like common kitchen, 
living room, workshop, sport facility and gym. All these functions are aiming 
to cater for the minors much needed desire of social context and lack of 
collectiveness. But I also want to take action against the minor’s difficulties 
to adjust to the demand on independence in an individualistic society. The 
project will include a public part in the form of a café partly run by minors 
and former minors in order to evolve independence, enable work experience, 
language training and social context of colleagues.              

The project will include three actors, the minors, the residents and the 
public. The project shall function as a hub of social encounters between 
cultures and offer public lectures, movie screenings and common activities. 
I also want to include the public in activities like home work support etc. to 
make use of the will power of people willing to help.     



Focus Group
I formed a focus group of minors and staff in order to get feeback and 
valuable input on my proposal. The focus group consisted of two minors and 
three staff from the Omega Group Home in Nordmaling. 

1. Youssef
 Employee at Omega

What do you think about this?
I like the idea! I can see though the risk of the minors not leaving the building 
if too much is centralized in the building which would lead to isolation. I 
really like the café, I think that would be great! To involve the public in home 
work support would be great, since it can lead to new encounters.

Do you think it is reasonable to mix the minors with other residents?
Yes, as long as they are agreeing with the concept. Depends who they are. 
Maybe not people who vote for the Swedish Democrats.

What demographic group would be preferable? Young people, older people, 
students, families or mixed?
I think it would be better with people in their own age since it can lead to 
friendship.

Do you have any other input that would be valid?
My experience is that the minors quickly get tired of getting everything 
served, that they want to take care of themselves.

2 . Petter
 Employee at Omega

What do you think about this?
It is good that you try to find common activities in the same building. But the 
risk is that they will never leave the building if it is too much stuff. Personally 
I think the café is a really, really good idea. It is a chance to work, get some 
work experience and learn to take responsibility. But it would also mean that 
they would meet people the whole time. It is a natural way to bring people to 
the building. One thing though, it would depend on where the building is. 
It would not be so successful if it is in a small village, since no one would go 
there and it would therefore lose it purpose. But in a city it would probably 
work. 



What do think about the other functions?
I would skip the gym. It is a natural way to get out of the house. To cook 
together sounds really interesting! I am guessing a lot of people would be 
interested in that. I myself have learnt a lot from the young guys here at 
Omega, small tricks how to cook the perfect rice to whole dishes. But I am 
wondering how it would work practically with these cooking sessions?
I also think you should consider what will be common and what would be 
public.Sport is like you say an international language, and most of the guys 
here play football. If you could arrange something like Korpen (amateur 
football league) that would be great, that would be an easy way to integrate 
swedes and others.  

Who do you think the other residents should be?
In that question I’m a bit torn. Of course it would be beneficial with young 
people. But at the same time, I don’t know how much that would give? There 
are young people in the building where I live, but I am not friends with them 
just because we live in the same house. I don’t think it is necessary to live 
close to become friends, I would instead focus on the public space. That is 
where you can make friends! You don’t have to focus on young people, you 
can get as much interchange from seniors. I have learnt a lot from seniors 
myself.

Any other input?
I guess the focus is to find common spaces where people can get integrated. 
Maybe you can make a laundry room where two people do laundry at the 
same time? It could be an opportunity to start to talk to each other, help each 
other with stuff etc. In that case you would benefit as much from a family 
with children as a student. I myself think it is best when it is mixed with both 
seniors and young people where I live. The people who live in the building 
could work as an educator instead of a friend. A person you learn things 
from, someone that says hello in the corridor, ask about how their day was, 
someone to borrow salt from. It would be another thing if the residents and 
the minors would be totally mixed, but that can’t happen since it is a HVB-
home. 
I am a bit worried that the common space would either be empty or occupied 
with only one group if it would only be limited to the people that live in the 
building. But I don’t know, I have never lived in a collective or corridor. 
You need something that attracts people. Maybe a special kitchen with 
access to special equipment. Watching a movie is no integration. You need 
something that you do together. Maybe a little workshop? With all the 
tools and 3D-printers? I think that is a good focus, things you do together. 



Something that you can make use from, something that makes you want to 
go there. If you really want people to go to this common public space, then 
I think you should focus on exchange students. Family with children don’t 
have the same need to get out.

3. Pär 
Employee at Omega, Atlas and Habito 18+ and the local youth club. 

What do you think about this?
I think that it is a really good idea! I like the idea of stringing together the 
cooking and the common. It is good to have high frequency of these kind of 
operations, I would suggest that you include a youth club in the concept. 
Then it would be much easier to get these kind of operations through. It 
could for example be a youth club three nights a week. There is always a risk 
of vandalization if you open it up to the public, how would you manage it?
The idea of the café is really good. You can have really decent prices at the café 
if the municipality owns the facilities. That is the reason we can have so good 
prices on the stuff we sell at the Youth Club. When it comes to homework 
help you can collaborate with Studieförbundet, they have those kind of 
activities.   The gym and café could be private. I think you should place this 
operation in the outskirts of the city, in a suburb like Ersboda instead of the 
city centre. In that case you will get regulars, and you can create encounters 
and integration. In the city centre there will be a new face every day. The 
common space could offer more sound meetings, since that is a place you 
come back too. It could of course lead to conflicts. There are for example a bit 
of a conflict down at the local youth club here in Nordmaling. Some Swedish 
teenagers refuse to go there because of they think “it is too much immigrants 
there”. But I like the idea with the café, it’s wise. I am totally buying it. I 
definitely think that this is something you could be able to get built. But as I 
said it is important to get a high frequency in the facilities. This kind of idea 
would be amazing! There is nothing like this in Nordmaling!

What do you think about the idea about mixing the minors with other 
residents?
It is a really good thought, normally you do the opposite. You take a place in 
the outskirts, just because that were it is available. 

Who do you think the other residents should be?
I think a mix is always good. 
I am thinking about having two units with about 7-8 minors each, what is 
your input on that? It is good to have two units, because then you can share 



staff. I think you can go with 10 minors in each unit, I think that is fully 
manageable for a group of staff.

You also work with Habito 18+, how does that work?
We have contact with them once a week. Help them with checking the mail, 
their economy and to apply for housing benefits for example. But they mostly 
take care of them own. 
   
Any other input?
We see a drastic change when the minors move into the last phase of the 
dwelling, called Habito 18+, when they have to take care of them own. 
Everything kind of stands a bit still when they are at Omega. It is supposed to 
be a dwelling practice, but it doesn’t really work like that. The staff does all 
the cooking for example. Some of the minors at Omega has lost their study 
allowance because of non-attendance in school. And has to go pretty far for 
that to happen.

4. Abbas
Resident at Omega

What do you think about this?
It’s good, you can get home work support and play sports together with 
other people.
 
What do you think about the idea with the café, would you like to work 
there?
Not right now, when I am in school. It is too much work in school. But after I 
finished school, absolutely!

What kind of room would you like to see in this building?
A pool table room.
What do you on your spare time?
Play video games and football.

What do you think about living with other Swedish people in the same 
building?
That would be good as long as it is a large building. It would be strange to 
live totally together. Then I would prefer to live in the same building but 
separated.

Where do you prefer to live? In the country side or in a city? Explain why? 



I would prefer to live in a city because there is a lot of people there that you 
can get to know.

Who would you prefer the other residents to be?
In the same age as me.

5. Aziz
Former Resident at Omega

What do you think about this?
I think the café is a really good idea! I myself has started to work in a home 
for handicapped and I have learned so much the last six months! The other 
staff tell me that too! I improved so much in speaking Swedish! And now 
it is no problem for me to work! I like the idea with movie screenings. I 
myself used to watch Swedish movies to learn Swedish. I sat there with a 
Swedish lexicon trying to find the words I didn’t understand. You learn a lot 
from that! Homework support is also really important! I am learning right 
now, sitting here talking to you! About cooking together, we had cooking 
schedules when I stayed at Omega. You were supposed to cook with the 
staff. But I didn’t want to do that, I was lazy back then. But it could work, it 
depend on the person.   

What do you think about sharing the building with Swedes? Pros and cons?
It depends on the people, some people are social, and others are not. The 
guys at Omega have trouble getting in contact with Swedish people. I have 
lived here in three and a half years and it is not until now when I have started 
working that I have gotten to know Swedish people. Pros are that it is good 
that they can get in contact with Swedish people, hang out with them, learn 
Swedish and easily get into the society. It could be a problem for the staff 
though, if they start to fight. When you are new here, you know nothing. You 
don’t know anything about rules and laws. It is different for me now. Now I 
know. If I make trouble I will end up in a bad position. The police will come. 
 
Why do you think it could lead to fights?
It can end up in problems, people can start to fight. But you can have 
dialogues where you get information about rules. As I said when you come 
here you know nothing about all that. There could be someone who tells 
you about rules, tells you to not do bad things. We old boys have a lot of 
experience, many of the new guys come to us for advice, “You have lived here 
a long time, what should we do?” they say. We can come back and tell them 
about our experience and how the Swedish system works.   



Who would you prefer the other residents to be?
Who would you rather hang out with? Someone that is your age or someone 
that is 65? I think you have the answer. It would not be a problem with 
elderly, but they will not hang out. Older people don’t do the same thing as 
young people. They don’t want to play anything.

How was your experience staying in Omega?
It was totally okay. But it was much better back then. It is such a big 
difference now from then. We did two activities a month back then, we 
went to Paradisbadet and we went bowling and to discos. But now there is 
nothing. And that makes the guys angry. They get angry on the personnel 
even if that is not their fault. The staff also want to go on activities but they 
are not the one in charge, it is up to the manager. The staff was really happy 
with their job back then. Now there is a lot of problem. I often come back 
here to visit the staff, not the guys, I don’t know them since they are new. 
But I can tell that it is much worse now, there is a pool table but no pool cues, 
there is video games but no hand controls. The home in Vännäs invites former 
residents back every Friday and they play games and watch movies together. 
What does Omega do? Nothing! I guess it is a question about economy. 
Vännäs is a rich municipality while the economy in Nordmaling is not that 
good. 

Any other input?
Many refugees that come here has a lot of experience, I for example can sew 
suits. It would be great if you could make use of that and it that way be able to 
get some work.The manager could arrange some tasks for the minors, extra 
jobs. In that way you can get some experience and learn the language. You 
can do internships, get some extra money and maybe that will eventually 
lead to a job. Tell them that you need to learn the language otherwise you will 
not get any money.There is a home in Umeå, KFUM where unaccompanied 
minors live with swedes. If your Swedish is good enough you will get an 
apartment there after a half year or a year. Then you will really make an 
effort to learn Swedish. Most of the guys wants to live on their own, to have 
freedom. You don’t want anyone to tell you to go to bed at 10 pm. 
You Swedes believe that we come here to learn, but refugees that come here 
don’t think like that. They only think about money. But by now I have learnt 
and understood that I first need to get educated, learn Swedish and get an 
internship, show my skills and then I can get a job and money. But when you 
come here you don’t think about rules and you don’t know the system.



How did you find your job?
I called and visited them several times but they said no. They said my Swedish 
was not good enough and that I had no experience. But I told them I could do 
the job! After a lot of nagging I got an internship for three weeks, and now I 
have been working there for six months!     
Where do you prefer to live? In a city or on the country side?
I lived in Teheran in Iran before I came to Sweden. Teheran has approximately 
8 million inhabitants. When a person come from there to Nordmaling and the 
forest. It gets bloody hard for me! I like to live around a lot of people. Everyone 
wants to live in Gothenburg. But you have to think, where can I get work and 
help? In that case Umeå and Nordmaling is better. Since there are so many 
refugees in Gothenburg you will get less help. I want to live around a lot of 
people.
What city would you like to live in then and why? 
I would like to live in Umeå, because there is a lot people. You don’t have to 
sit on your room, you can get out and watch other people. You can meet more 
people and do more stuff. When you were teenagers where would you like to 
live? You want to see other people! 

Summary:

+  Positive to the idea
+  Very positive to the Café

-  Risk of centralization
- Risk off vandalization, manageability needs to be considered
-  Residents needs to be open to the idea

 *  Demand of independence
 *  Possibility to make use of skills



Program



Rudbeckla, Uppsala

Kvarten, Hamburgsund

BoAktiv Landgången, 
BunkeflostrandSofielund, Malmö

Tersen, Falun

Fortuna, Helsingborg Slånberget, Växjö

Påängen, Örebro

Blomstret, Gävle

Slottet, Malmö
Regnbågen, Lund

Yxan, Landskrona

Bataljonen, Karlskrona

Stolplyckan, Linköping

Vildsvinet, Örebro

Blenda, Uppsala

Sämjan, Växjö

Fiolen, Lund

Russinet, Lund

Startargrupp, 
Härnösand

Östra Kålltorp, Gothenburg

Undersammatak, Göteborg

Majbacken 
Bogemenskap, Göteborg

Stacken, Göteborg

Trädet, Göteborg

Kornet Mölndal

Tunnan, Borås

Lergöken, Södertälje

Rental Apartments / Hyresrätt

Co-operative Apartment / Bostadrätt

Co-operative Rental / Koperativ Hyresrätt

Planned / Planerade

Cohousing



Kombo, Stockholm

Tyresö Kollektivhus, Stockholm

Hållkollbo, Stockholm

Huddinge Kollektvhus 
nr. 2, Huddinge

Solhem, Väddö

Sjöfarten, Stockholm

Dunderbacken, Stockholm

Tullstugan Stockholm

Trekanten, Stockholm

Kupan Stockholm

EKBO, Stockholm

Södra Station, Stockholm

Fullersta Backe, Huddinge

Prästgårdsängen, 
Stockholm

Tre Portar, Stockholm

Färdknäppen, Stockholm

Sockenstugan, Stockholm

Elfvinggården, Stockholm

Cigarrlådan, 
Stockholm

Fristad, Stockholm

Hässelby Familjehotell, 
Stockholm

Rio, Stockholm

Utkiken, Stockholm

Cohousing 
The cohousing movement grows bigger and bigger in Sweden. Cohousing 
buildings are being planned and built all over the country. The interest from 
the public is massive. More and more people are appealed to the idea of 
having neighbours that is more than someone you just nod to in the staircase. 
And the concept of sharing resources in the age of over consumption on a 
planet with definite resources is highly appreciated by many. The buildings 
consists of separate private apartments and shared common areas. [30]



Revised Program
All participants of the focus group were positive to the proposed concept and they 
were especially positive to the idea of the café. One important input that I got from the 
interviews with the focus group was the prevailing risk of centralization. Some of the 
participants advised me to for example skip including the gym in the program due to 
the risk of the minors never leaving the building.
Questions were also raised about management of the common area and the risk of 
vandalism. It was not yet decided by the time of the first proposal if the common areas 
would be public or not.
Another important input I got was the importance of the residents to be open to the 
idea of sharing space in general and to sharing space with unaccompanied minors in 
particular. If they are not the outcome could be defaulted or have the opposite effect. 

One input that I got from many sources was the demand of independence from many 
minors.. As well as the minors backgrounds varies so does their capabilities to manage 
this new world they are living in. While some minors are in much more need of care 
and treatment than what is provided others are thirsting for independence. Both mi-
nors and staff testifies that spending many years in an institution with lack of stimuli 
could create a breeding ground for indifference.
One final useful feedback that I got from Aziz, a former minor at Omega Group Home, 
were the wish of making use of skills. According to him, many of the minors have 
worked since childhood. He for example has been sewing suits since he was 12. He’s tip 
is too make use of those skills in able to get some work experience, pocket money and 
stimuli.

The useful feedback from the focus group in the combination with making acquain-
tance with the cohousing movement makes me confident that I found the right form 
for my project. The revised proposal combines cohousing with support homes for 
unaccompanied minor refugees. This decision is based on many reasons. I believe that 
individual needs of minors needs to be considered. The group homes should still exist 
but they should be specialized in care and treatment of traumatized people. One easy 
step in this direction is to offer the staff education in trauma and mental illness. For 
those who want and can, this new form of social support homes should be available, as 
today between the ages of 18-21, but also voluntary from the age of 16. 
The cohousing concept is a well proven model that assure us a level of participation 
from the residents. The people that are interested in the cohouse are naturally more 
open in the idea of sharing time, space and resources with others which substantially 
increase the possibilities of a fruitful outcome. 
The program will include the whole range from public to private and will consist of 
both private apartments and a shared areas for common activities.           



Program Principles 
A summary of stated principles and guidelines for the design of the program. 

Municipality Owned Rentals 
•	 Municipality owned rental apartments as part of “Allmännytan”.
•	 Available for unacompanied minor refugees age 16-21 (voluntary in ages between 

16-18 years) and people with the interest in collective living.

Community Creating
•	 Create a social context for unacompanied minors.
•	 Open up for meetings and integration between differient cultures.
•	 Offer the public another way of living together.

Cater for both Collectivism and Independence
•	 Program should cater for the minors need of both collectivism and independence.
•	 Collectivism - The minors need of collectivism is   saturated by the form of living in 

a cohousing context   
•	 Independence - Public part in the form of a café will offer the minors the possibility 

to get work experience, language training and social context of colleagues. 

Network with Central Node
•	 Network of homes  with central node on a city basis. The central node includes a 

public part that binds the network together and are available for all homes. 

Good Possibilities for Common Activities
•	 Program should offer functions and spaces that work as a platform for meeting and 

integration. 

Mixed Sized Apartments
•	 Mixed sized apartments will generate mixed residents.
•	 A mixed group to fully work for integration, harmonize group dynamics and to 

offer minors resemblance of a family.

Possibilities to Create and Fix
•	 Possibility to create and to fix what is broken.
•	  Offer alternative to mass consumption.Make possible for minors to make use of 

skills.



One Bed 
Room Apartment
35 m2Two Bed 

Room Apartment
50 m2

Three Bed 
Room Apartment
70 m2

Four Bed 
Room Apartment
85 m2

Public

Private

Storage
4,5 m2/each

Common 
Kitchen
30 m2

Washing Room
25 m2

Café 
195 m2

Dining Area 80 m2

Outdoor Seating 50 m2

Kitchen 30 m2

Staff Area 20m2

Office 15m2

Study Room
/Library
40 m2

Recycling Room
25 m2

Green House
50 m2

Terrace
50 m2

Outdoor Bike
Parking
60 m2

Indoor Bike
Parking
60 m2

Open Green Space
Min. 100 m2

Activity Room
50 m2

Common 
Living Room
70 m2

Workshop 
100 m2

Approx. Square Metres



Program Functions
Private:
- One Bedroom Apartments

Fully equiped with kitchen and bathroom.

- Two Bedroom Apartments

All apartments are fully equiped with kitchen and bathroom.

- Three Bedroom Apartments

All apartments are fully equiped with kitchen and bathroom.

- Four Bedroom Apartments 

All apartments are fully equiped with kitchen and bathroom.

Total: 

56 apartments with approximately 92 residents. Approximate ratio 50 % 

minors and 50% other residents. Total 2900 m2 + 20% circulation, total 3480 

m2.  

Common:
- Open Green Space 

Open green space for outdoor common activities.

- Café

International café where minors and former minors can get work 

experiencem, language training, earn som pocket money and get a social 

context of colleagues. Also plays a public part in arringing lectures and public 

activities. Includes dining area, outdoor seating area, kitchen, staff room and 

office.   

- Recycling Room

Recycling room used by both residents and the café.

- Acitivity Room 

Can be used for everything from yoga to lectures, movie screeinings, home 

work support and arts and crafts.

- Workshop

Workshop space for creating and repairing i all materials from wood to textile 

or clay.  

- Outdoor Bike Parking

Outdoor parking for 40 bikes. 



- Indoor Bike Parking

Indoor parking for 40 bikes.

- Common Living Room

Shared living room for common activities.  

- Common Kitchen

Shared kitchen for common cooking.  

- Green House

Common green house run by the residents. Requires sun and south facing 

facades. 

- Terrace

Terrace for outdoor sommon activities like barbecue and dinners.

- Study Room/Library

Quiet room for studying or reading with a shared resources of books. 

Site Requirements

•	 Certian Centrality

•	 Proximity to people flow

•	 Proximity to commerce and restaurants

•	 Possibilities to create enclosure
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