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1. Introduction  

A situation, such as a natural catastrophe, the collapse of a state, or armed conflict - leaves no 

one unaffected in the turmoil that often follows. If all are affected in a negative way, then all 

should logically want to participate in resolving the issue as all would benefit from it. There 

are, of course, certain issues which affect certain people more than others. This could explain 

why some would be more inclined to protest, such as in cases with severe horizontal 

inequality, where only some are born into privilege and might therefore wish to keep the 

inequality. Those who may not reap the rewards of an unequal society - are those who are 

unprivileged. However, in a case where a severe crisis erupted - enough to affect all classes 

of society, it would mean that even those who are privileged will not be exempted from being 

concerned. A crisis of this magnitude was seen in Lebanon in 2015 - the state stagnated in 

collecting garbage in Beirut and a youth protest movement quickly took to the streets. Still, 

some of the youth, in which, many students were present, chose not to participate in raising 

concern regarding the crisis.  

The aim of this study is to answer why some people among the youth answer the calls 

of collective action and unconventional political participation and why some avoid it. It seeks 

to explore if there is a particular group of people, within the youth, who does carry out 

political struggles and if there is a common factor between the youth that typically does not to 

participate in political struggles. These common factors, which are of interest, are if they are 

generally privileged or not, or if they identify with a certain religious sect, or no sect at all. 

With this in mind, a research question is formed:  Why do some youth participate in protests 

while others do not? 

Previous research regarding protest behaviors among youth have been rigorously undertaken, 

although these studies mostly agree on the importance of social media and do not address 

why protest participation varies in certain groups where social media activity is common - as 

well as not coming to a consensus on the impact of socioeconomic backgrounds and 

sectarianism. This gap is addressed by directing the aim of the study to youth who are 

expected to be active on social media, specifically - students. It is important to identify why 

some people choose not to participate politically since civil disobedience and protests can be 

an important, non-violent method to reach political goals and transformations, which relates 
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this aim to the field of peace and conflict research.  

 

First, previous, relevant, findings are analyzed with the purpose of making clear how this 

study begin to fill the gap where previous findings are argued to be insufficient. Following 

this, a theoretical framework is proposed to explain differences in the research question, as 

well as definitions of variables and scope conditions. Subsequently, research design, case 

selection, and actual operationalization of the variables is described. Lastly, the results of the 

study are shown and analyzed. 
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2. Theoretical Framework 

2.1 Previous Research 

The themes discussed in this section, are different types of civic engagement and political 

participation - who typically expresses themselves through protests and under what 

conditions they have previously been enabled to attend protests, in cases relevant to this 

study. These themes are all relevant to the research question as they are directly, or indirectly 

related to it. The scholarly findings on civic engagement, protest behavior, youth and student 

protest as well as factors which may increase, or decrease the chance of youth joining in 

protests is discussed. The broadest subject, that relates to the aim of the study is civic 

engagement. Different types of civic engagement is further developed throughout the years 

and although there is no clear consensus on a definition on this term, it can be described as 

within certain sub-fields. Meaning, if one would consider civic engagement as part of 

community service, it can be considered as volunteering - in which all has a responsibility to 

partake to continuously improve a society (Diller ,2001). There is also civic engagement as 

within the field of political participation. In this, civic engagement is related to any sort of 

governmental decision, or action, and those who want to affect their government are reliant 

on collective action (ibid). Lastly, there is civic engagement within the previously mentioned 

“collective action” in which members of a community come together collectively, with the 

intention of improving a society, collectively (ibid). For this study, I use the secondly 

mentioned definition of collective action which emphasize its importance in affecting a 

government. It can also be considered, then, that collective action is a major part of what is 

known as “unconventional political participation”.  

 

Unconventional political participation involves actions affecting the policies and decisions of 

one's state and thus, the nature of a country, outside the frames of conventional political 

participation. The traditional form of participation is affecting a society, using the means 

provided to them by their government, such as voting, becoming a member of a party, i.e. 

affecting the decisions of a state through the system of elections (Verba and Nie, 1972). 

When it becomes evident to those who want to affect a government that these means are 
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ineffective, unconventional political participation can be an alternative option to affect 

decision-makers. This form of participation functions through boycotts, protests and the 

signing of petitions (Van der Meer & Van Ingen, 2009). On the issue of protest participation, 

one study has focused on what may encourage people to be active in unconventional political 

participation - Cox (2008) conducted a study on political participation with a focus on eastern 

post-communist states and finds that interpersonal trust in the form of social capital had a 

decisive, empowering effect for people to join both violent and nonviolent protests. In 

another study by Schussman & Soule (2005), they use the American Citizen Participation 

Survey data to identify common indicators for people to join in protests and finds that the 

usual way for people to do so, is by receiving an encouragement to attend in protests. The 

chance of being asked then varies depending on political interests and if one is a member of a 

political organization. Suggesting that it is a matter of availability and how “close” one might 

be to political matters. In a historical analysis by Asef (2013), where he studies urban mass 

protest in Iraq and Tunisia, among others, between the 1980s and the 1990s - he argues for 

another factor which promotes protest behavior. Based on the analysis, he argues that mass 

protest is more likely when some social groups experience a lack of institutionalized conflict 

resolution. Groups, such as the unemployed or students which cannot, or does not have 

enough measures to strike from a profession which would put pressure on the government 

and is therefore more likely to follow leaders in protests. He argues aswell, that although one 

cannot claim with utmost certainty “who” protests more often - the participants in the 

mentioned analysis were mainly from urban lower- and middle class.  

 

Although youth of Europe are less prone to enter party politics than people who are older 

than youth, they have been and are far more likely to be politically active outside the borders 

of conventional politics, such as in the environmental, equality and anti-nuclear movements 

which grew strong during the 1980s in Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands (Hooghe, 

2012). Kuzio (2006) showed the importance and impact of youth movements in his study on 

regime change in Eastern Europe. His research suggests that election-monitoring NGOs 

(Non-Governmental Organizations) and social movements, that largely consisted of youth, 

was influential in democratic transitions in Serbia, Georgia and Ukraine. However, when 

analyzing political participation amongst youth, it might be of interest to direct attention 

towards students, since there is reason to believe that students may be overrepresented in 
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youth protests. In a study by Olcese et al. (2014), she finds that between 2009-2012, in 52 

bigger demonstrations which were held in 5 European countries, 52 % of the participants 

were student graduates and 8.9 % were active students. Further research which indicates that 

students are overrepresented in protest movement is shown in the previously mentioned study 

by Kuzio  (2006, pp. 367 & 369), where a Serbian youth movement named “Pora”, which 

helped expose corruption amongst public officials in government - consisted of 95% students. 

Another relevant study was conducted by Yousaf (2010), which focuses on youth protests 

and the increase of student protests. He analyzes this phenomenon by applying a social 

network analysis on student protests and emphasizes the politicizing effect that a university 

campus has on students. A campus is politicizing for the reason that youth, from different 

backgrounds- and classes are brought together in an enclosed area. They become interactive 

with each other and become enabled to exchange thoughts and ideas. Those who are 

politically interested are thus given a platform to become politically active. Furthermore, 

Yousaf (2010) explores why students only engage in certain protests, comparing the current 

protest behavior to the significant protest participants, observed in Europe and the United 

States during the 1960& 1970s and suggest that the explanation lies in structural factors. 

Specifically, that, a shift in values in this certain time amongst student, in relation to older 

generations along with a growing younger population made them so active. Paulsen (1991) 

also supports the notion that education is important in deciding whether youth will participate 

in protests or not based on a quantitative study which she undertook in the United States. She 

finds that high school students from a working-class background have traditionally been 

underrepresented within protest movements and that students from a wealthier background 

and urban environments - are more likely to participate. In a study with a differing result, 

Burean & Badescu (2014) who found in his research on protest behavior in Romania during 

1990-1999, that most demonstrators were working class and were from a low-income 

background. These participants were primarily not students but actual workers, which could 

mean that the results of the two recently mentioned articles differ, due to having different 

case studies with different causes for the people to protest or different structural conditions, 

such as in a study by Burean & Badescu (2014) where protesters were mainly workers, as 

many in the working class of that time were struggling with the transition from a planned- to 

a market economy. These two studies indicate that there is an inconsistency on what role 

socioeconomic differences has on protest behavior and that it should be tested further.  
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Looking at conditions which promote, or lessen the chance of collective action and 

unconventional political participation in modern times, social media has had a major impact 

on it, especially during the rise of the Arab Spring which shook the Levant and many of its 

respective governments with major civil unrest, protests, and a strive for change. It is of 

relevance to this study to explore the factors Arab youth, who attended those protests had in 

common. Hoffman & Jamal (2012) show in their study based on the Arab Barometer, that 

although Arab youth are generally less religious and prone to attend protests- they are not 

more in favor of secularization, more politically active, nor dissatisfied to a greater extent 

with their regimes in comparison to previous generations. Other research on Arab youth and 

common factors of those who attended the Arab Spring protests, shows common factors 

differ. For example, Beissinger et al. (2012) compared the Tunisian and Egyptian revolutions 

during the Arab Spring and it was shown that although the protest participants in Egypt were 

generally middle-aged and religious, the participants of the Tunisian revolution were more 

often of younger age and secular. These findings suggest that common factors vary 

depending on the case study and that religious identities, or secularism, is a factor which 

needs further research in its relation to protest participation.  

 

Other research regarding the Arab Spring, has focused on why protests spread to countries 

with regimes that were known to suppress collective action through authoritarianism, one 

phenomenon, which is new to the 21st century and may explain why has happened is the 

recent rise of social media platforms. This is relevant because social media platforms allow 

protesters to organize and communicate despite harsh censorship imposed by various 

regimes. Hoffman & Jamal (2012), for example argue that many of the uprisings during the 

Arab Spring were not actually due to dissatisfaction or anger towards their respective 

governments, but rather due to the opportunities which came with the rise of social media. A 

different approach to the importance of social media as a platform to enable youth 

movements, is presented in an article written by Silova et al. (2014). This article, which is 

conducted with a focus on post-soviet Eastern Europe - the authors provide a more nuanced 

view of social media and proposes that it holds an instrumental value, rather than a purely 

enabling one. This means that it can both empower protesters and increase the chance of them 

being successful, but it can also be used by others to the disadvantage of the protesters. Social 
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media, in regards to youth protests, is an enabler for youth who wish to protest, as they can 

circumvent regime censorship, but it is also an incapacitator as the messages and purposes of 

youth protests are easily distorted by social media. Furthermore, regimes also use social 

media instrumentally, e.g. by spreading propaganda and pro-regime sentiments. 

 

The research described above analyzes protest behavior with a variety of analytical 

frameworks and different conclusions and results: such as the literature regarding social 

media platforms as an enabler in unconventional political participation, with the conclusion 

that it can both empower youth and student protests, but also diffuse the purpose of the 

protests and affect its success rate, depending on how media is used by the regime in question 

and the protest participants. The argument that social media enables youth to enter protests, 

meaning that high social media usage within a population indicates a high protest rate - loses 

its significance in a population where social media is easily accessed by all and the usage of it 

becomes normalized. Therefore, it is of interest to look beyond the value of social media 

platforms and direct the study towards students in general - to see what other factors may 

affect protest behavior. Although many scholars have recently focused their research on how 

and why youth organize and partake in protests, they have not sufficiently focused on what 

groups of students participate, meaning what socio-economic patterns can be discerned 

amongst those who participate and those who do not. To my knowledge, empirically driven 

(particularly Middle Eastern) case studies comparing different groups of students’ protesting 

behavior, with these mentioned factors - have not yet been conducted. Knowledge about why 

some students may protest while others do not is therefore deemed inadequate, and identified 

as a gap in literature - which this study seeks to contribute to fill. 

 

2.2 Definition of Central Concepts 

Based on the identified gap, this study takes an interest, firstly, in how socioeconomic factors 

may determine one’s protest participation - mainly, how different levels of privilege affect it. 

There are many understandings of privilege, one might be considered privileged for being 

born in a certain country, for belonging to a certain gender, or for being born into a wealthy 

and powerful family. The chosen definition of it follows “A special advantage, immunity, 

permission, right, or benefit granted to or enjoyed by an individual, class or caste” 
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(Dictionary, 2017a). This definition of privilege is interpretable, as one might suggest that the 

definition means that privilege is a combination of power, wealth and taking advantage of a 

systematic preservation of a status quo. But to be able to ensure a transparent 

operationalization, based on the given definition - one must narrow the interpretation of the 

definition to some extent. This is why a focus is put on the effects of wealth and that 

economic privilege is chosen as the independent variable. The dependent variable is a form of 

“unconventional political participation”. This type of political participations is an intense type 

of political action, such as protests, boycotts and occupations of public space. These types of 

unconventional method are all outside institutionalized politics and can be carried by anyone 

from political groups to ordinary people (Barnes & Kaase, 1979). This study specifically 

takes an interest in protests, which means that the dependent variable is: protest participation.  

 

The study also explores alternative explanations to differing outcomes in the dependent 

variable. It is highlighted in the section of previous research, that there is a lack of consensus 

regarding protest participants and if they are more often religious and opposed to secularism 

or in fact in favor of secularism. This is thereby made as an alternative independent variable 

and is named: sectarian identity. This variable is related to the term sectarianism, which is 

defined as a “sectarian spirit or tendencies; excessive devotion to a particular sect, especially 

in religion.” (Dictionary, 2017b) 

 

2.3 Theory 

One theory in particular can explain variation in protest participation, with the simple 

assumption that some are privileged and some are not. Based on this assumption, those who 

are not privileged might perceive what they are deprived of and consequently, raise their 

concern about it - whilst those who are privileged might not raise their concerns as they are 

not deprived in the same way. With this reasoning in mind, the theory chosen to explain the 

relationship between the economic privilege and unconventional political participation is: the 

“relative deprivation theory”. Renowned historical sociologist - Runciman (1966), argues that 

relative deprivation, within the field of social psychology is subjective perceptions of being 

underprivileged in relation to others. Kritzer (1977) describes that although perceived 

deprivation is the most common reason to engage in unconventional political participation - it 
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is not enough to ensure that one will protest. If one feels deprived of something, such as 

political representation, rights or wealth, one may just as easily fall into an apathetic stance 

on all that is political. The missing link between perceived deprivation and unconventional 

political participation is, according to Kritzer (1977, p.112), “that change is indeed possible”. 

This is interpreted that the claim is that one will protest if one feels deprived, as long as that 

person believes that unconventional participation will function in affecting the status quo, for 

the better. 

 

Previous work on relative deprivation as explanatory in social movements and collective 

action feasibility, have both been heavily criticized as well as deemed explanatory. Following 

some failures of the theory in explaining the growth of social movements in the 1980s and 

after critique by prominent scholars, the theory of relative deprivation’s future within the 

field of collective action seemed bleak. However, the theory had a resurgence in the 1990s 

and was used in the same field and have now been used vigorously in explaining social 

mobilization (Smith & Walker, 2001). This indicates that, although this theory has had some 

mishaps within this field, it has potential and may continue to be relevant. Crosby defined the 

conditions required for someone to be considered as relatively deprived, as a person who 

wants something which they do not have - as well as believing that they deserve whatever 

this may be (Crosby, 1982). It may also happen that this perceived relative deprivation may 

result in collective action by those who perceive it (Smith & Walker, 2009).  

 

Smith & Ortiz (2001) argues, that for this to result in collective action, one who believes they 

are relatively deprived of something, which they do not have but think they deserve- need to 

perceive that they are part of something bigger than themselves. For example, if that person 

would see themselves as a “unique individual” who is being deprived, they are more likely to 

seek individual opportunities, rather than collective opportunities (Smith & Ortiz, 2009, 

p.91). Something “bigger than themselves” is in this case interpreted as such: if the students 

are member of a student club, union etc. and perceives this to be their identity. Meaning, a 

collective movement which provides a collective identity. This makes them perceive 

themselves, primarily as a “student”, or an “engineer”, rather than a unique individual - 

which does not identify themselves as part of a collective identity and movement. What may 

one perceive themselves as relatively deprived of as a student? It is assumed that 
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pre-dispositioned settings which one has little control over, such as wealth, equal 

opportunities and gender equality - are determining factors which many students might feel 

entitled to and relatively deprived of. 

 

The purpose of using this already well-used theory in this study, is to further test its potential 

within the field of collective action with an empirical study, in which the data is collected 

first handedly through a field study. In the case of why some student protests and some do 

not, the proposed functionality of the theory is to explore whether students from poorer and 

underprivileged backgrounds are relatively deprived, compared to students from wealthier 

backgrounds. Poorer students are expected to be generally more displeased with their general 

situation, as they lack certain privileges that other, wealthier students can access, such as an 

education in a prominent university. This general displeasure may therefore mean that they 

perceive themselves as relatively deprived and protest to a higher extent, whilst wealthier 

students do not perceive themselves as such, as they are able to access these previously 

mentioned privileges and as a result - attend protest to a lesser extent. . 

 

The participators are expected to, according to the theory, believe that change is possible 

through protests and perceive themselves as part of something bigger than themselves, rather 

than unique individuals. It is believed that the students from wealthier backgrounds do not 

protest for the reason that they are not relative deprived to their peers in the same way as 

those from poorer backgrounds- and universities. Furthermore, that they perceive themselves 

as unique individuals, rather than members of something bigger than themselves.  

 

2.4 Hypothesis 

Now that the theory has been introduced and the independent and dependent variables have 

been defined, a hypothesis is proposed: 

Students who are unprivileged economically are more likely to participate in protests and 

students who are economically privileged are less likely to participate in protests. 

Figure 1: Hypothesis 

 

12 



 

 

 

 

  

13 



 

3. Research Design  

3.1 Case Selection 

In August, 2015 - major protests, as previously mentioned, broke out in Beirut in response to 

a garbage crisis, which came as a result of the government's inability to remove garbage from 

the streets of Beirut. This case is of interest in relation to the proposed theory since the issue 

was regarding garbage. Issues with garbage removal is expected to affect the citizens of 

Beirut somewhat equally, regardless of their socioeconomic status. Concentrated deposits of 

garbage may spread all over the city due to floods during the rainy seasons, the polluted 

water mixed with garbage risks contaminating crops in the nearby area which affects farmers 

and store owners alike, and if one were to burn garbage in an attempt to get rid of it, the 

smoke and smell of it may spread to a large area which affects all the residents and 

businesses in that vicinity as people are forced to breathe air containing lead, carcinogens and 

arsenic (Cooke, 2016; Haines-Young, 2015; Business Insider, 2016). In short, problems 

which arose due to the garbage affected a great number of people, rich and poor alike. 

Difference is, that underprivileged people may be displeased with injustices in general and 

may therefore be more likely to attend protests. Those who are privileged are also affected by 

the crisis, but are not relatively deprived in comparison to others. This argument suggests, in 

relation to the theoretical framework, that perceived deprivations from the disenfranchised 

are underlying factors for why some people might be more prone to attend protests and 

change society and the garbage crisis - is the triggering factor. These are the expected results 

of the study which will be examined by exploring what groups of students participated in the 

protests and what groups did not, as well as why these differences occurred. Based on the 

assessed information, it is estimated that the events which are to be analyzed in this study, are 

cases of major unconventional participation.  

 

A case study analysis is undertaken in this study to explore the research question. The 

selected case is Lebanon and the population investigated are students between the ages of 

17-27, residing and studying in Beirut during the period: August 2015 - March 2016. As this 

was the time when protests regarding were active and big in size, with some protest estimated 
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to contain over 100 000 people (Haines-Young, 2015; Business Insider, 2016). The age span 

of 17-27 is chosen since the primary focus is on university students and they are expected to 

be 17 at the youngest age and 27 at the oldest age. One might argue that 27 is a high age, 

though it is believed that if one is to capture the full population of university students - the 

upper age-limit of 27 years is necessary as one might start their academic path at a higher 

age, or study a field which can durate up to ten years in certain cases - such as in the field of 

medicine.  

 

There are multiple reasons for why Beirut is chosen for the field study. Firstly, there has been 

previous civil unrest and protests, which is essential for the key phenomenon under 

investigation of this study. Secondly, the study is relevant to the field of peace and conflict 

research as Lebanon has previously gone through several bloody conflicts, meaning that it is 

a post-conflict country, which is arguably still at risk in seeing a resurgence in violence. 

Furthermore, Lebanon’s northern neighbor Syria is currently in civil war, which has led to a 

spillover effect on several occasions, such as during the “Battle of Arsal” when ISIL and 

Jabhat al-Nusra militants invaded the Lebanon’s southeastern border in 2014 and seized the 

town of Arsal (The Star, 2014). There are also entities in Lebanon which share military and 

political linkages to parties in the Syrian civil war, such as the Syrian Socialist National Party 

(SSNP) and Hezbollah’s ties to the Syrian government and armed forces (CFR, 2013; Foreign 

Policy, 2014). Furthermore, Lebanon accepted a large number of refugees, fleeing the civil 

war of Syria and it is now estimated that approximately one million of the people in Lebanon 

are Syrian refugees (UNHCR, 2016). With this said, it could be argued that the political 

climate is unstable and sensitive to major events in the region. Furthermore, the violence and 

instability in Syria ultimately spreads to its neighboring countries, especially to those they 

share linkages with. Although unconventional political participation may be related to the 

regional instability and political climate in the country and may be seen simply as civil unrest 

- which could be considered as dangerous due to the sensitive political climate of Lebanon, it 

could be argued that manifestations and protests are an important and legitimate alternative to 

armed conflict as well as stagnated conventional politics, in making people’s demands heard 

to those in power.  

 

The theoretical framework suggests that the participators of the protests during the garbage 
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crisis were from underprivileged backgrounds and attended due to perceiving themselves as 

relatively deprived in comparison to their peers. The “peers” who are not expected to be 

relatively deprived are students with wealthier backgrounds than those who are relatively 

deprived. This means that it is of immense importance to have a sample selection which 

contains of students from both wealthy and unwealthy backgrounds. After a good sample is 

selected, one can start to analyze why some students attended the protests and some did not. 

The selection is made to try and have a good mixture of students in an urban environment, 

and to have this, more factors than wealth needs to be considered. As one in four of the 

Lebanese population live in poverty, whilst many become wealthier suggest that there are 

major differences in class (Issa, 2015), there are also a multitude of sectarian groups and 

varying levels of sectarian identity which needs to be considered in choosing the sample. I 

consulted with experts regarding the Lebanese society from a socioeconomic and religious/ 

sectarian perspective. A docent, who has worked in Lebanese Universities and one professor 

that currently teaches in the American University of Beirut as well as a local “grass-root” 

NGO, was also consulted about the local context and which universities should be used in the 

sample. To be mentioned is that a primary focus is to make sure that the NGO consulted does 

not have any known political affiliations, in order to avoid biased and skewed information. 

After this, I received vital knowledge of the local context, feedback on the survey and 

interview instruments which is described further and advice on which universities to 

examine, in order to strengthen the study.  

 

Based on advice from the local experts, I consulted the tuition fees of the universities of 

Beirut to determine my research locations, to have a good sample. This is crucial for this 

study to view unconventional political participation from a socioeconomic perspective. The 

decision was also made to focus on having non-sectarian, as well as sectarian elements in the 

sample in order to check if participation varied due to sectarian identity, to see if those who 

participated were typically secular or if people from one particular sect did not attend the 

protests. After examining the financial status required to attend some universities, I decided 

to conduct the study in four universities. Two of them had little- or no tuition fees and the 

other two being universities had high and middle-high tuition fees and they were chosen for 

the simple reason that wealthy parents are expected to enroll their children in schools that are 

more prestigious than parents that are less wealthy as famous universities may have a high 
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tuition fee. Furthermore, I was informed by previously mentioned NGO that it is more 

common for certain universities to be affiliated with sectarian politics. Which was 

considered, by choosing one of those universities with the knowledge that they have secular 

elements within their campus politics, and other schools which had sectarian elements.  

  

The two universities that have high tuition fees and are suspected to have enroll students from 

wealthier backgrounds is The American University of Beirut and Lebanese American 

University. The tuition fees of AUB are one of the highest in the country and highest out of 

this selection of universities. The exact tuition fee varies depending on which major a student 

attends, though a semester for an undergraduate political science major in AUB costs $10,035 

whilst a semester for an undergraduate student with the same major in LAU costs $7,560 

(AUB, 2017; LAU, 2017). AUB is also of interest as they are expected to hold secular 

elements in their campus election as the university has a secular party. Although the political 

parties of AUB are not officially affiliated with any real political parties, it is highly 

suspected that acting political parties in AUB’s campus are “proxy”-parties for all the biggest 

parties of Lebanon. For this reason, campus elections of this university mirror the actual 

political situation of the country, meaning that the party who wins the campus elections may 

be expected to win the actual parliamentary elections (Rowell, 2013). Thus, the growth of a 

secular movement in this university symbolizes a strive for secular politics in the country. 

The universities that are considered as enrolling more underprivileged students are Lebanese 

International University and Lebanese University. These two universities were chosen in this 

category because they have considerably lower tuition fees than AUB and LAU. LIU 

demands $2,085 per semester for an undergraduate Arts & Sciences major and Lebanese 

University, which is state owned, demands $81 in tuition fees per semester for Lebanese and 

Palestinian nationals, who are studying the same major (LIU, 2017; LU, 2017). These two 

recently mentioned universities were identified as having strong sectarian ties by the 

consulted NGO.  
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3.2 Method of Analysis 

This field study is conducted in the capital of Lebanon, Beirut and the population of the study 

is youth in urban environments. As shown in the section on previous research, there is reason 

to believe that one could streamline a study on youth regarding unconventional political 

participation by directing a focus on students, as they are often represented in cases of this 

types of participation. This is believed because university campuses have a politicizing effect 

on youth. For this reason, the chosen unit of analysis is “group” and the sample: students. The 

study uses a type of mixed methods, which is known as an “explanatory sequential design” 

(Ivankova et. al, 2006, p. 5). This method most often consists of two major phases of data 

collection, one that is quantitative and one that is qualitative - which proceeds as such: (1) 

The quantitative data is obtained and analyzed, (2) the qualitative data is obtained and 

evaluated with the primary focus to “explain, or elaborate” the data, obtained in the initial 

phase. (ibid) The two phases are related to each other, in the sense that the second phase is 

constructed of the first phase, meaning, that the second phase is influenced by the results of 

the first phase. The benefits of using this approach is that one obtains a result which is both 

statistical and also explained in detail. Throughout this process of data collection, one must 

decide on which of the two data sets to prioritize - both in collection and in analysis (ibid). 

The most common way to proceed is to lay greater focus on the quantitative phase, since it 

more often is the larger part of the data collection and precedes the qualitative phase (ibid). 

This is reflected in this study, in what the first phase will provide the results and the second 

phase will primarily explain the results of the first phase.  

The final stage of displaying the data is the integration stage - in which the quantitative and 

qualitative data is combined and interpreted (Onwuegbuzie & Teddlie, 2003). 

 

The first step in the research process is to collect data through surveys (see Appendix 1). Due 

to economic and practical limitations to this study, the estimated total number of surveys that 

will be handed out to students are 200. This means that 50 surveys will be handed out outside 

of four educational facilities, belonging to AUB, LAU, LIU and LU. The method used in 

approaching and choosing respondents is “convenience sampling”. This method means, in the 

terms of obtaining data - that one chooses an area in which you will have a high probability 

of finding your sample and thereafter choose respondents without any discrimination or 
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preference (Research Methodology, 2016).  There are certainly some shortcomings with this 

way of approaching respondents, such as that it is difficult to obtain a sample which is 

representative for a bigger population as it cannot be made certain that the respondents are 

randomly approached, which means a high sampling error (Saunders et al., 2012). Therefore, 

it will be emphasized during the whole surveying process - that students are approached 

without preference- or discrimination. The data is collected through a questionnaire survey 

and respondents have the option to leave their contact information (see Appendix 1). I use 

descriptive statistics to present the quantitative material, which can be described as best used 

for summarizing number and showing averages in easily interpreted diagrams, or graphs 

(Prem, 2010, pp 2-3), it is in these types of diagrams the data is presented. One could argue 

that descriptive statistics is a somewhat simplistic method for presenting a result. It is 

believed that major, statistical researches may show clear trends, from which one can 

interpret a result, though not essentially explaining the results – no matter what method is 

used. Therefore, the quantitative results are complemented by a qualitative method as there is 

great potential combining the two methods in order to effectively use the strength of 

quantitative research and the explanatory power of qualitative research.  

In the last stages of the first quantitative phase, all of those who participate in the surveys, 

have the option to leave their contact information. Everyone who do this is contacted to 

participate in an “in-depth interview”, which initiates the second phase of data collection, 

which mainly focus on the primary independent variable (economic privilege), as well as the 

theory chosen to explain it (see Appendix 3).  

 

In-depth interviews are often used in cases where certain outcome data needs further 

explanation as the process of conducting an interview can provide a safe environment where 

the interviewee can give developed and motivated answers (Boyce & Neal, 2006).It is also 

beneficial “to learn of individual perspectives of one or a few narrowly defined themes” 

(Brounéus, 2011, p.131). In these types of interviews, it is important that the respondent is 

aware of the purpose of the study, in this case to measure political participation (Boyce & 

Neale, 2006). If doing in-depth interviews within the field of Peace Research, it is common to 

strive for around 10-40 interviews for a study, with each of them taking about an hour each. 

Although, this depends completely on how much the interviewee is willing to say and the 

scope of the study (Brounéus, 2011). Thus, it is estimated that around 19-22 interviews will 
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suffice, with an equal amount of female and male students. In regards to time, one hour per 

student is strived for, but this is naturally reliant on how much time the interviewee is willing 

to give.  

 

It is of extreme importance, in order to avoid any type of ethical issues - which may 

otherwise be visible after the interviews have been completed that the interviewees know the 

purpose of the study. For this reason, a written form is provided, in which the interviewee has 

the chance to read about the purpose of this study, how the data is kept confidential and how 

they can contact the supervisor of the project if they felt mistreated in any way during the 

interview. In conducting the interview, it is of interest to avoid questions which solely give 

“yes” or “no” answers and to make sure that the interviewed is not persuaded to answer in a 

certain way. If these types of answers are unavoidable then it is recommended ask follow-up 

questions in order to develop the answer (Boyce & Neale, 2006). If any language barriers 

appear during the interviews - a translator and research assistant was hired to assist in the 

interviews, distribute, and translate the surveys (see Appendix 2). The questions for the 

interview will primarily focus on explaining trends in the survey results, based on the 

independent variables.  

 

The interviews made, are analyzed with a “thematic analysis”. This method is described as 

the most transparent and proficient qualitative method since it does not compromise the 

“depth of analysis” whilst still considering larger themes which is observed in the data. These 

themes, which are presented under results, are phrased on the chosen theoretical framework 

(Guthrey, 2015), as well as influenced by common themes observed in the interview 

transcripts.  

The purpose of thematic analysis is to compile the qualitative data and present it in relation to 

the aim of the study. The steps of procedure may be to first: “a) identify the content of the 

data, b) reduce redundancy, and c) group data into representative categories that 

articulate or describe a particular social phenomenon. “ (Aguinaldo, 2012, p.769). 

 

In sum, the purpose of the qualitative analysis from the interviews is primarily to investigate 

reasons for the potential patterns when comparing the different independent variables to the 

dependent variable, shown in the quantitative analysis (Ivankova et. al, 2006). For this 
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reason, the interviews are perceived as a tool of interpreting the quantitative results, rather 

than primarily a tool for collecting data. Those who are asked for participating in the 

interviews, were not offered any monetary incentive, although refreshments was offered 

during the interview.  

 

When analyzing these results with thematic analysis, the answers given by the interviewee 

are divided into themes most commonly observed during the interviews. These themes were 

observed as due to the nature of the interview questions, which in its turn are phrased based 

on the selected theory. Therefore, the themes in the section of the primary independent 

variable are related to the theory. As there are two different independent variables, the most 

commonly observed themes are majorly affected by the primary independent variable, each 

of the independent variables will be analyzed with different themes as they inherently 

different in nature. In total, 215 students, or youth who were students during the protests, 

answered the survey. Of all who left their contact information, circa 100 was summoned to 

partake in an interview and 18 accepted, one of whom accepted as long as we did not meet in 

person and as long as the person wasn’t recorded. Everyone else gave their written consent to 

being recorded, as well as interviewed (see Appendix 4). Furthermore, as this study deals 

with a deprivation, whether in equality, opportunity, or wealth - it is of great value to 

consider gender when choosing who to interview. Therefore, of these 19 who were 

interviewed, 10 were female and 9 were male. The time of each interview varied between 

20-50 minutes, most commonly more than 30 minutes. The time of each interview was lower 

than expected as many of students did not have a lot of time, but considering that the 

quantitative results are in priority and the interviews are made to be explanatory - this is not 

of great concern.  

Due to the sensitivity of this subject and that the interviewees were promised that their names 

would not be shared with anyone, all of the students cited in the results are given an 

identification number. Furthermore, details such as gender and attended university of each 

interviewee is limited due to the promises of anonymity - although, gender can sometimes be 

assumed of the context of the answers and name of universities are sometimes given in the 

answer. The surveys were conducted between November 18 and December 15 in four 

university campuses in Hamra, Hadath, Patriarcat and Western Beirut in Lebanon’s capital 

city, Beirut. The following interviews were conducted between December 28 and January 18, 
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2017 in cafes and university campuses.  

 

3.3 Operationalization of Variables 

The theorized factor to why some students protest and why some do not is economic 

privilege and explained by the perceived deprivation of it. Some are expected to view 

themselves as relatively deprived to their peers and therefore protest more often, whilst some 

do not view themselves as relatively deprived since they are economically privileged in 

comparison to others and are therefore not as likely to protest. Economical privilege is chosen 

as the primary independent variable as other types of privilege may be difficult to 

operationalize and an economic privilege is more straightforward to operationalize to ensure 

a higher reliability. Although, this may indicate problems in terms of validity - for example, 

the assumption that someone might be privileged if the parents of that person provide 

substantial economic support, might not be valid when placing that assumption in countries 

where students are not able to receive economic support from a state to become educated. 

Many students in Scandinavia are able to rely on state welfare and loans during the time of 

study, whilst students in other countries have to rely on family institutions, or work to be able 

to finance an education. To clarify, the argument is not that students who have their tuition 

fee paid for by their family are economically privileged. The argument is that students who 

attend universities with very high tuition fee and have their tuition fee are considered 

economically privileged. Not because their family accommodates the tuition fee, but because 

their family have monetary wealth and are therefore able to enjoy certain privileges. This is 

important to emphasize to assure a higher validity.  

 

There is reason to believe that the levels of privilege, or economic privilege, will greatly 

affect the prospects one will have in life if living in the Lebanese society. This is because of 

the continuous structural nepotism, or known as the system of “wasta” in Arabic, which 

currently is deeply rooted in the Lebanese society. The system of wasta is, according to a 

local Lebanese politician, Fares Soueid - to have strengthened the reunification process after 

the Lebanese civil war. Wasta served to unite 40-50 percent of Lebanon’s population within 

it and that is why the politicians choose not to fight it. He also adds that wasta goes hand in 
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hand with corruption and is allowed to continue due to Lebanon’s internal political struggles 

and weak state control (Jabaly, 2003). Previous research in have used term wasta in survey 

research in the Middle East in measuring people’s political connections. Based on this, one 

could argue that it is valid to use economic privilege as an independent variable, i.e. due to 

the corruption which exists through the wasta system, that allows certain benefits to those 

from rich, and powerful families, as they would have an incentive to keep the status quo. 

 

In understanding this definition (see Definition of Central Concepts), it is clear that privilege 

comes from being given special advantages, which in turn may give that person certain 

opportunities in life that many others do not have access to. In this case, this “special 

advantage” is interpreted as access to an expensive and exclusive education, since the wealth 

required, is provided by that person’s family. Therefore, the primary independent variable is 

measured by asking respondents about their family’s economic situation, where they attend 

university, if there was a high tuition fee to enter college and in that case: how the respondent 

paid the tuition fee. Based on which university the respondent attend during the protest and if 

they had their tuition fee paid by their family, it is decided if they are considered 

economically privileged or not. It is of importance to ask how the respondent paid for their 

education to differentiate from those who had their education paid by their families and those 

who received a scholarship to finance their education.  

 

The dependent variable, which is protest participation, will initially be measured in the 

quantitative stage by asking respondents if they participated in protests between the period of 

August 2015 and March 2016. This period is chosen due to the study’s interest in the 

previously mentioned “garbage crisis” of Lebanon and that reactions to it were strong during 

this time period and protest participation was high (Haines-Young, 2015; Business Insider, 

2016). It is estimated that if a respondent answer that they participated in protests during this 

period, there is a high probability that their participation was in relation to the garbage crisis. 

After the first stage of the study has been completed, the number of protest participants from 

each of the four universities is shown after the survey is conducted, to see if unconventional 

political participation is higher among certain universities. 

If it is shown that protest participation is higher in low-tuition universities, then it is of 

relevance to the primary independent variable as the hypothesis suggests that students from 
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unprivileged backgrounds are more prone to attend protests.  

 

It was showed in the section of previous research, that there is no consensus regarding 

religious or sectarian identities in protests, which is why it is analyzed in this study. The first 

alternative independent variable, which is “Sectarian identity”, is quite specific to countries 

where politicized religion is present, such as in Lebanon. In the Lebanese society, people are 

born into what is known as a “sect”, meaning religious groups. There is uncertainty in 

knowing which groups are the biggest in number, but estimated that the biggest sects are: 

Shia Muslim, Sunni Muslim, Greek Orthodox, Catholic, Maronite Christian, Alawite. This is 

important to have in mind when analyzing Lebanon since the parliament of the Lebanese 

government holds a certain quota for the country’s bigger sects. There is also a quota for the 

Lebanese government, requiring that the President is Maronite Christian, the Prime Minister 

is Sunni Muslim, and that the Speaker of the Parliament is of Shiite descent (The Lebanese 

Constitution, 1995). Because of this compromise between democracy and sectarian 

representation in government, accusations of those representatives in government to carry out 

the interests of respective sect, rather than the nation’s is not uncommon (The Lebanese 

Constitution, 1995; Al-Monitor, 2012). Therefore, to protest the government can also entail 

protesting sectarianism and one alternative explanation is to see if there were students from 

certain sectarian groups who is underrepresented in the protest participation, or if students 

who participated, did not generally identify with any sectarian group. If this would be visible 

during the study, one could assume that high sectarian identities are valid as a possible 

explanatory factor.  

 

This variable is measured by asking survey participants if they identify with any, or no 

religious sect and see if respondents from certain sects, or who identified themselves as 

secular were generally absent, or overrepresented in the participation of protests. However, 

discussing sectarian identities is a highly controversial and sensitive subject to many in the 

Middle East due to recent resurgence in sectarian tensions following the Syrian civil war (Al 

Kullab, 2014), which can be said to comprise both reliability and validity. It is estimated that 

conducting an in-depth interview regarding this subject would more appropriately be held by 

someone more qualified and experienced in conducting interviews. Therefore, this variable 

will not be analyzed directly during the interviews, but through a summary of the survey and 
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by asking interviewees their opinion on why the number of students participating in protests 

may vary, depending on the university they attend. The interviewee is then able to give their 

own answer without being forced to talk about sectarianism. If the interviewee answers that it 

is due to sectarian identities, then this is taken in consideration when evaluating the results. 

Lastly, it is of utmost importance to make sure that the respondents and interviewees chosen 

to participate in interviews know the purpose of the study and that their answers will be 

presented without disclosing their names, in order to to ensure truthful answers and a high 

reliability and validity.  

 

3.4 Control Variables  

The importance of social media in this study - as an alternative explanation to why some 

students choose not to attend protests is considered as non-plausible in this study. This is due 

to previous research on social media, where it is described as an enabler in an authoritarian 

setting where collective action is hard to achieve. Although one could not describe Lebanon 

as a fully functioning democracy, it is certainly not comparable to the authoritarian regimes 

of Bahrain, or Syria and therefore, the argument of social media being an enabler in an 

authoritarian setting falls out (The Economist Intelligence Unit, 2015) 

The factor that will most easily enable collective action in this case is due to that the unit of 

analysis are students and that university campuses, in which many students reside and study, 

have a politicizing effect (Yousaf, 2010). Still, respondents are asked of how active they are 

on social media as to make sure that there is no relationship between the activeness on social 

media and variation in the dependent variable. Considering that many universities require and 

provide stationary computers in the university campuses, most students have access to social 

media and it is therefore expected that there is little, or no variation in the question regarding 

the level of activeness on social media. Provided below, is a diagram from the survey of the 

study, which shows that few students answered that they were not active (≈9,7%). This 

confirms the belief that social media usage is generally high and is not a viable explanation to 

why protest participation varies among students.  
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Figure 2: Hypothesis 

 

 

 

 

  

26 



 

4. Results & Analysis 

In the final section of the study, the results of the quantitative research is divided by 

presenting first the dependent variable, then each of the independent variables through 

descriptive statistics. Following a description and overview of the quantitative results of the 

variables, each section will also contain an analysis based on what they responded during the 

in-depth interviews. 

 

4.1 Dependent Variable - Protest Participation  

Phase 1: Quantitative Results 

Figure 3: Dependent Variable 

 

After conducting the survey, the results show that 40 students (≈22.8%) participated in the protests 

and 175 (77.2%) did not participate. This supports the assumption, that some students of Universities 

in Beirut, were in fact active during the garbage protests.  

 

Phase 2: Qualitative Results 

 The relatively low participation was not reflected in the students’ answers regarding how affected 

they felt from the garbage crisis. Of the 19 who were interviewed, 7 had participated and when asked 
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on how affected they felt from a scale of 1-10 - 1 student answered 4, 3 students answered 5, 8 

students answered between 5-10 and lastly, 8 students answered 10. In sum, it is fair to assume that 

students were affected relatively equally since these students were all from mixed socioeconomic 

background and even if many students felt affected by the crisis, this did not essentially mean that 

they would attend the protest. This indicates that there may be other explanations to why some 

students attended the protests. 

 

4.2 Primary Independent Variable - Economic Privilege 

Phase 1: Quantitative Results 

Figure 4: Primary Independent Variable 

 

 

The hypothesis to the primary independent variable’s relation to the dependent variable is, 

that economically privileged students are less likely to attend protest and that economically 

underprivileged students are more likely to attend protest. From the descriptive statistics, it is 

clearly visible that this hypothesis is not supported. In fact, the university with the highest 

tuition fees (American University of Beirut) had the highest attendance in the protests and the 

university with lowest tuition fees (LU), had the lowest. The university with the second 

highest tuition fees had an equal amount of protest participants as the university with the third 

to highest tuition fees. Of the protesters, ≈34,8% came from AUB, ≈27,9% from LAU, 27,9% 

from LIU and ≈9,3% from LU. 
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Phase 2: Qualitative Results 

Even if the hypothesis was not supported - the theoretical framework still needs to to applied 

on what the interviewed students had to share regarding economic privilege and relative 

deprivation. The following sections regarding the independent variable is firstly, what 

students had to share about economic privilege and secondly, what the theory regards as 

necessary for collective action and what the interviewees most commonly brought forward in 

relation to their protest participation.  

 

1. Economic Privilege 

Since the primary independent variable showed little promise in explaining varying levels of 

protest participation - the answers received when asked about the personal economic situation 

and privilege - are summarized. The indication, that students who are economically 

privileged, would participate to a lesser degree than underprivileged - was not held constant 

in the interviews. No one of the 19 interviewed students, who attended the protests (7) 

indicated that they had any types of major financial issues, 2 of the students who protested 

described their financial situation as average in comparison to the rest of Beirut’s students 

and 5 described their situation as well-off, or economically privileged. The protest 

participants expressed major frustration within other parts of every-day life in Lebanon which 

influenced their protest participation, such as inequality, limitations in opportunities due to 

religious boundaries, and corruption in the country. These other influencing factors will be 

analyzed in the following sections.  

 

2. Relative Deprivation 

It is outlined in the chosen theory, that for one to join in unconventional political participation 

through collective action - three major components are needed. Firstly, that person needs to 

perceive oneself as deprived of something which is deserved. Secondly, the person has to 

view themselves as part of a collective identity, rather than a unique individual - and finally, 

that person must perceive that positive change will come from participating in 

unconventional political participation. As mentioned earlier, the answers of protest 

participants are shown prior to non-participants, in order to finalize whether these three 

components were something held in common for those who protested. The protest are given 
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more focus in this thematic analysis, as their participation is what the chosen theory are to 

explain. 

 

2.1 Theme: The Perception of Being Deprived of Something Which They Deserve 

Theme: Religious Freedom, Equal Opportunities & Gender Equality (Participants) 

This is how some protest participants give their view on being deprived or not when asked if 

they feel they lack equal opportunities, gender equality or wealth: 

A subject which promptly came up when some students were asked this question was religion 

and its effect on every-day life, such as by Student 1 who stated without hesitation: 

 “Yes, in a certain way because I belong to a certain sect. Though my friends do not judge in 

a certain way but I cannot become president for example because I’m not a Maronite 

Christian.” 

What Student 1 referred to, is the religious quota for governmental and parliamentary 

positions, which is stated in the Lebanese constitution. According to it, people from certain 

sects are promised high or low representation in government, depending on the size of the 

sect (The Lebanese Constitution, 1995).  

This was a similar sentiment, which regards losing equal opportunities because of sectarian 

boundaries which are enforced by religious and political leaders in Beirut - shared by Student 

2:  

“[I lack] Equal opportunities in finding jobs due to the political system, religion, ideologies 

in Lebanon. It has affected me, in every position I applied for, they needed a certain kind of 

religion for the person, politicians, religious leader paid a big part in changing the way.”  

Student 7 perceived himself/herself to be deprived of religious freedom whilst searching 

employment- even if the workplace was owned by Christians, or Muslims: 

“Yes, for example I'm a nurse and some universities do not allow me to work there because 

I'm veiled. Both Muslim and Christian hospitals do this. Even though I’m happy with my 

education I know that it's going to be hard to find work I’m certain hospitals because of me 

being veiled. “ 

Losing of equal opportunities due to sectarian, or religious boundaries is not something 

unique to Lebanon. Student 14 described, with great frustration how people would treat 

him/her in a negative way in Saudi Arabia and Lebanon if people found out that his/her 

parents are from different sects:  
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 “….we [his family] used to live in Saudi Arabia for a while and it was a bit complicated for 

us because my dad is a Maronite Christian and my mom is Shia Muslim and I was unfair 

because I always had to hide so many sides of me, I couldn't express almost anything on 

social media because tensions between Lebanon and Saudi Arabia and they didn’t want 

Lebanese people to bother them and all these stuff and sectarian problems and all that and 

when I came back to Lebanon it was still problem, but mainly a problem over there.” 

Xenophobia towards people from other nationalities was something that Student 3 talked 

about, from experience of being Palestinian. He/she also states that he did not have many of 

the same rights as Lebanese nationals: 

“I’m Palestinian so there’s certain aspects of equality that I don’t have access to here, we 

can’t own a house, can’t be employed. it’s a problem for all Palestinians here, but I have it 

less worse than other Palestinians here. More equal opportunities, rights. I don’t get a lot of 

racism, because I look Lebanese, act Lebanese, [I] hear more racism towards Syrians.” 

Student 5 answers to this question without hesitation and anger in his/her voice, that he/she is 

deprived of both gender equality and equal opportunity: 

 “No, I don’t think there are equal opportunities and there is no equality in gender. 

Especially when it comes to hiring [for work], it is wrong!”  

Much of these sentiments for protest participants regard sectarianism, religious intolerance, 

and discrimination and how it compromised the ability of improving the quality of life. 

However, some protest participants did not perceive discrimination, or loss of equal 

opportunities.  

Student 9 stated that he/she is not deprived of anything whatsoever, but also shared that there 

are others who are deprived of rights: 

 “No, I would like to help others who are less fortunate but I feel I have everything I want.” 

 

Theme: Wealth (Participant) 

Here is what another protest participant answered regarding the deprivation of wealth. 

Student 4 implied that he/she is not poor, but cannot reach higher, postgraduate education 

because of not being wealthy:  

“Definitely, I want to do a master’s degree but I can't afford it, but otherwise not really 

because I make my own money, for example I can't afford a car and I live far away [from my 

university].”  
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Theme: Religious Freedom, Equal Opportunities & Gender Equality (Non-Participants) 

This is how some non-participants gave their view on gender inequality and lack of equal 

opportunities.  

Student 8 gave an unclear answer to this question. Although it was stated that the wasta 

system affects the chance of having a successful life and that women are struggling in 

Lebanon - he/she also claimed to be content with his/her personal situation. This was 

interpreted as meaning that Lebanese society is unjust to some, but just not to him/her.  

“I’m satisfied with what I have. There are other[s] that are much more well off but, as long 

you have wasta you're set. I don't think a lot of women are struggling because of not finding 

jobs, I think they are struggling in general because of the country's situation. “ [This student 

did not participate due to lack of belief in protesting] 

This was also shared by Student 13, who stated that politics is heavily influenced by the 

wasta system and although he/she has been affected by it previously, he/she is currently not 

so. The student described wasta as a determining part of succeeding in academics, that one 

needs connections to pass exams - which indicated high levels of corruption.  

“No, not really. I haven’t experienced [it] really, I’m always special in class.  

Maybe [with] politics more, with wasta, I used to be in LU [Lebanese University], so if you 

have wasta you will pass the exams, your grades are not enough really, you need wasta to be 

accepted. “ 

Some students perceived gender inequality but did not participate in protests due to other 

reasons. This was said by Student 10, who claimed that he/she would not be able to 

participate in the interview if his/her father was home:  

“Maybe equality in my family is a problem, Like I couldn't meet you if my dad was home 

now, but he is away, but my brother can stay away, he could take home a girlfriend but I 

couldn't have a boyfriend and stay” [This student did not participate due to safety concerns]. 

Student 11 also admitted to limitations of living in Lebanon, although claimed to have had 

better opportunities in life if one studies at a certain university:  

“I think being in Lebanon as a whole limits you sometimes, Being in AUB [American 

University of Beirut] you get equal opportunities” [This student wanted to participate but 

took other safer measures to change the situation of the country] 
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Student 12 shared the same sentiment towards the religious quota as Student 1, that he/she is 

limited in life due to belonging to a smaller sect. 

“Equal opportunities, yes. I belong to a minority (sectarian minority), and therefore there are 

certain things I can’t do because we're in minority. I can't become president for example.” 

[Did not attend due to safety concerns] 

 

In sum, only one of the protest participants claimed that they were not deprived of anything 

they deserved. All other protest participants thought of something, ranging from equality, to 

wealth, to religious freedom. Some of the non-participants did not perceive deprivation, 

although they at the same time acknowledged problems with their society and that other may 

perceive injustices.  

 

2.3 Theme: Unique Individuals versus Collective Identities (Participants) 

Now, what some protest participants had to say on perceiving themselves as a unique 

individual or part of a collective identity will be analyzed as the second, essential part needed 

for protest participation according to theory. This is a question which derived some clear and 

understandable answers, but also some unclear, philosophical, and abstract answers, due to 

the abstract nature of the question. This was seen in some of the protest participants’ answers, 

such as by Student 14:  

“I think there is a sort of balance between the two - no one more than the other, I like to feel 

that I’m am a part of something but at the same time I like to feel that I’m my own individual, 

mark myself you know, I’m not like anyone else.” 

Student 2 also gave an interpretable answer to this question. The student initiated the answer 

with describing himself/herself as thinking in collective terms of identification, but ended up 

describing himself/herself as a unique individual: 

“Everyone is a part of a bigger frame, we are small identities, you can say it like [we are] 

relative, we work in a bigger society, which works in a bigger society. I crave for knowledge, 

but in the end I would say I’m a unique individual.” 

Student 4 and Student 3 were not so certain in answering the question, although they both 

ended up going for “unique individual” as the ultimate answer to the question.  

Student 9, as well Student 1 gave very similar answers to each other, in stating clearly, 

without hesitation that they perceive themselves as unique individuals. 
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Only Student 7 answered clearly in favor for collective identities. Furthermore, when this 

student told me something which related to himself/herself, the person often began with 

describing it from the point of view of being a nurse, which also contributes perceiving this 

student as part of a collective identity. The student said: 

”Of course I can’t only see myself as only a unique individual, because of all the problems 

that come with it such as corruption” 

 

 (Non-Participants) 

When considering the answers as a whole it is suggested that the theoretical requirements did 

not hold. Only one of the protest participants described himself/herself as having a collective 

mindset while all others gave answers that clearly indicated themselves as unique individuals 

and some answered just between the two forms of identity. There was no clear pattern shown 

in the answers, though most students answered “unique individual” - similar to the previous 

answers by the protest participants. 

 

*It is acknowledged that collective identities were difficult to measure simply by asking how 

students perceive themselves when given a choice, it is noticed that some students reacted 

negatively to how collective identities were described and wanted to portray a unique 

individuality, as if it was a positive trait.  

 

2.4 Theme: The Belief that Positive Change is possible with Unconventional Political 

Participation 

Lastly, the final component needed for people to join in collective action by protesting is that 

one must see unconventional political participation as something which will bring positive 

change. The first theme is:  

 

Theme: Protests Work (Participants) 

Student 9’s claim regarding positive change through protests was quite difficult to 

understand, although it was understood that he/she meant that if a cause is present, which 

many believe is right - there is no excuse for not making one’s voice heard and that the issue 

is best solved collectively:  

 “Of course, if you can tell people who take part in any party and convince them that their 
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party is wrong, that we could all unite and make things better.” 

Student 1 and Student 2 shared similar opinions regarding this question, they both answered 

that positive change may come if the protest movement represent all of Lebanon. Student 2 

explained why he/she thinks this way by saying that it is because of other countries’ influence 

in the country: 

“Yes, not 500 or 1000 people but all Lebanese have to get together to make change and we 

are in a game in an outer political situation which we need to consider, Like [we are] 

influence[d] from Syria, Iraq, Egypt, Saudi [Arabia].“ 

Student 4 talked about previous generations in Lebanon and how they managed to stagnate 

any push for change. He/she talked mostly about the generation of his parents and how they 

were used to supporting sectarian parties after living through the Lebanese civil war of 

1975-1990 (BBC, 2016). This is what he/she had to share: 

“I think collectively, if we can get that generation] to be on our side, on our generation’s, I 

do think we can have a huge impact. Yeah, I feel we are faced with a really strong opposition 

from politicians and a generation that came from the civil war.” 

 

Theme: Protests Do Not Work (Participants) 

Student 3 and Student 7 both shared opinion, which is interpreted as they may have believed 

in protest as a tool for positive change, but changed the opinion afterwards as they felt 

disappointed in the results of the protests. Student 3 also called for more organizes protests 

when he/she said:  

“I feel like protesting is a very good way to send a message, to gather and send a same 

thought. But in this country, it doesn't make difference, more people became aware of the 

crisis, but the total impact was very minimal. A protest needs legislative work, professionals, 

and so on, some people don’t want change “ 

The common themes of the protest participants who perceived that protesting was positive in 

changing the given situation as long as it is done with unity within the participants, those who 

did not believe in protests indicated that they have a different opinion before they attended it. 

Lastly, this is what some of the non-participants had to share about their view on protests.  
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Theme: Protests Do Not Work (Non-Participants) 

Among the non-participants, more showed a negative view on the effectiveness of protests, 

particularly in Lebanon, such as with Student 13 and Student 15. Student 15 claimed that 

nothing could be changed with protests within the country: 

“No, not in Lebanon. Because of the government, they will never listen, there have already 

been so many protests here and nothing has changed. So why would it now?” 

 Student 18 became very emotional when he/she described his/her lack of faith in protest 

when he/she referred to one of the early protests in August 2015, when a man was killed 

during clashes between protesters and Lebanese police (Al Jazeera, 2015) 

“No, because they did it before and nothing happened. A lot of good people died, someone 

actually died during the garbage protests. A lot of people will die and nothing will be 

[changed].” 

 

The answer of Student 8 was interesting for the reason this student was active in a political 

party, which is represented in the government. The statement he/she gave was somewhat 

contradictory though, first it was stated that Lebanese should unite, and then that the problem 

should be solved individually: 

“There's is always a chance for better, though not by protesting.  

The decision makers don't care if you put pressure, like those politicians have been there 

forever. We could be unified as one population; each individual could solve the problem 

better.” 

 

Theme: Protests Works if Conditions are Met (Non-Participants) 

Student 16, Student 11 and Student 5 both stated that protests work, as long as it was 

non-violent and well-structured, Student 16 specified this and expresses general frustration 

towards the government after referring to the vast number of Syrian refugees that now lives 

on the streets of Beirut: 

“Only [positive] if done in the right way, the non-violent [way]. They have to study the 

government and organize. The government is useless, they only care about themselves, there 

are homeless people on the street.” 

 

Theme: Protests Works (Non-Participants) 
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Both Student 17 and Student 19 expressed positive sentiments and Student 19 claimed, in 

disagreement with Student 13, 15 and 18 - that the protests were successful: 

“Actually yeah, the protests worked! Sukleen [the company which holds the contract of 

collecting garbage] started working again, the government was affected. But back then we 

didn't really have a government” [The student probably refers to the time during the protests 

when Lebanon did not have a president for 29 months, a new president was elected in 2016 

(Al Jazeera, 2016)]. 

 

No protest participants had all three theoretical components for entering unconventional 

political participation and the assessment of the quantitative study’s ability, in regards to the 

primary independent variable is not reached. The protest participants felt relatively deprived 

to a higher extent, as shown in the interviews, although the quantitative results and the 

interviews indicate that there are other, better explanatory factors to explain variations in 

protest participation.  
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4.3 Alternative Independent Variable - Sectarian Identity 

Phase 1: Quantitative Results 

Figure 5: Alternative Independent Variable 

 

None of the bigger sectarian groups in Lebanon which is examined has a prominent number, 

or a majority which attended the protests. Although, if comparing the two biggest groups 

(Shia & Sunni), of those who participated in the survey, three times as many Shia Muslims 

attended the protests. This might be an issue of the method used in collecting the surveys. An 

interesting result was shown by students who did not identify with any sectarian group, 

meaning those who considered themselves as secular. Just above half of those in the sample 

who attended the protests identified themselves as secular (≈66.6%). Out of these secular 

students, ≈66% attended AUB, ≈16% LAU, ≈32% LIU and 0% LU. 

Phase 2: Qualitative Results 

Interesting theories and suggestions were given by those who were interviewed to why some 

universities had a higher attendance during the protests. As mentioned previously in the 

operationalization of variables, this variable was not examined directly because of the 

sensitivity of this topic. Although, the interviewees were free to talk about religious identities 

in explanation to varying levels of protest participation, if they wished to do so. Thus, the 

interviewees answered that they thought the same amount of each university attended, some 
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that they did not know, but some answered that it was related to sectarianism. To be noted is 

that no one of the students interviewed knew the results of the quantitative study. Here is, 

firstly what some protest participants had to share:  

 

Theme: Sectarianism, Sectarian Identities and Politicized Schools (Participants) 

Many of the protesters had much to share regarding this theme, 4 of the 7 protest participants 

deemed this as decisive to protest participation. When Student 9 received the question on the 

protest participation, he/she started talking about political influence in schools, how one’s 

protest participation may encouraged, or hindered depending on which school one attends. 

He/she also indicated that students with politically unaffiliated parents were freer to attend 

protests.  

“Imagine that the protester protests against a certain party, there are schools who are 

politically affiliated and imagine that a student from the Hariri [School] goes and protests 

against Hariri [It is understood from the context that the student refers to a political party - 

Future Movement, the party of former Prime Minister, Rafiq Hariri], if you have parents who 

aren’t affiliated with any party then you are free to hate on anyone.”  

A similar sentiment is shared by Student 14, who believed AUB had most participants and 

other schools had lower due to political influence: 

“From what I personally saw, AUB had the strongest participation, they have the only, and 

strongest secular party in the universities. For example, universities like Lebanese University 

[LU] is being destroyed because of every student wants to encourage their own political 

leader, maybe that private universities have more participation than public ones, I hope I’m 

wrong because most Lebanese youth are in this university.”  

Student 1 also shared similar views to prior other protest participants:  

“In some universities, they are very bound by sectarian politics, and those generally have 

less attendants.”  

But what does it mean exactly when Student 1 said “bound by sectarian politics?” Student 3  

expanded on this issue by adding that it is related to class. That underprivileged are not able 

to protest as they risk angering local politicians, of which they are deeply dependent. He/she 

alleged, that this dependency included food stamps, loans, scholarships and that people had to 

stay on good terms with local politicians to find employment. The student explains how the 

university he/she attended made him/her interested in politics and the reason why AUB had 
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higher participation, according to this student, was because of the secular elements which 

exist within this school: 

“I think it has to do a lot with how they are educated, lower class people are more reliant on 

sectarian leaders and have to follow their political parties, the [sectarian] parties make their 

people dependent on them. So, in this way, lower class people are more inclined to follow 

their leaders and be less anti-government, and people in AUB, LAU, they aren’t dependent 

on political parties and are more likely to join protests because they can. 

And also, participation from AUB has a lot to do with the secular party here, having a 

platform where students can discuss freely make them participate more - that is what 

happened to me, I wasn't really politically involved before coming here but I realized after 

listening to all the parties that secular way was the right way. “ 

 

Theme: Privilege (Participant) 

Another protester also believed that the question is related to class, though with different 

outcomes. Student 4 thought that privileged students were not as affected by the crisis and 

would not participate to the same extent: 

“I know many friends who were telling me that I shouldn't go, but they were from privileged 

backgrounds, the privileged aren't as affected and does not care in the same [do not care to 

the same extent].”  

 

Theme: Sectarianism, Sectarian Identities and Politicized Schools (Non-Participants) 

The opinion that certain schools are more influenced by politics was shared by Student 12. 

He/she claimed that students are suppressed to express their political opinions: 

“In LU, political parties are very involved in the [university-] politics there, they enter and 

threaten people to vote in a certain way.”  

This was also shared by Student 18 when he/she claimed that political parties have infiltrated 

some universities: 

“Because of the inside-politics of each university. Some universities have parties that follow 

the government and some have parties that don't.” 

 

Theme: Privilege & Sectarian Identities 
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Student 19 also agreed that some students were too influenced with their universities being 

politicized. Furthermore, that some were not as affected due to being privileged and therefore 

not attend the protests, although clarifying that one cannot generalize: 

 “People wouldn't go to protests if it doesn't help their parties, if it does then they would join. 

Also, rich kids in AUB wouldn't be affected as much because they could just go somewhere 

else. So, rich, and sectarian tied youth wouldn't go. It of course depends on the issue as well, 

I couldn't generalize and say that all rich kids won't go.” 

 

Many different themes were identified by the interviewed students, though if considering the 

interviews as explaining the quantitative results - it is suggested that some students who were 

from lower-class areas, were dependent on local politicians and sectarian leaders for 

scholarships and job opportunities. Those students risked losing these essential means which 

could prove crucial to their future if they angered these local politicians and sectarian leaders 

- therefore, they do not protest as often. Some students from one university (AUB) are often 

from wealthier backgrounds and thus not as reliant on financial aid to study. Though, what 

differs them from other wealthier students is that they are also generally more secular, which 

indicates anti-establishment sentiments and higher protest participation.  

4.4 Analyzing the Results  

4.4.1 Theoretical Implications 

Now, an analysis regarding the theory of relative deprivation and its ability to explain 

variation in protest participation will follow. The protest participants did not have the three 

theoretical components needed for collective action to end up in unconventional political 

participation, most protesters perceived a deprivation, as well as believing that positive 

change may come with protests - which may have affect participation, although only one 

perceived a sense of collective identity. It is perceived however, that most students wanted to 

show a sense of individuality and unique personality, which indicates shortcomings in the 

operationalization of collective identities. This indicate that either the chosen theory needs 

revision, or that the collective identity should have been measured in another way. 

Nonetheless, it is not believed that the results would turn different out with another research 

design as the quantitative results of the primary IP and alternative IP showed clear trends 

which was later explained in the thematic analysis of the alternative IP.  
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4.3.2 A Minor Field Study in Beirut 

This is a field study, in which all results were drawn from quantitative and qualitative data, 

which was collected in person, yet measures were taken to taken to assure that the sample of 

the study were chosen without any preference or discrimination. The decision was made to 

conduct the study in two phases, one that provides a result through descriptive statistics and 

one that explains it with a thematic analysis. This gave the quantitative results a depth, which 

would not have existed if the study had only been quantitative.  

4.4.1 Limitations & Alternative Results  

Some of the students who participated in the surveys did not wish to meet in person and be 

interviewed as they expressed fear of repercussions after speaking against the government in 

an interview, this is believed to be one of the reasons why many declined the interview. For 

this reason, one of the interviews were conducted in written form, which limited the ability to 

ask follow-up questions to that particular student. Furthermore, in measuring the primary 

independent variable, students were asked, among other questions, of their families’ 

economic situation. However, this question implies an entirely subjective view of one’s 

economic situation, which is highly problematic, even if one is extremely wealthy, or comes 

from a family with extreme wealth - does not mean that they realize how wealthy they are in 

comparison to every other student, or citizen of Beirut. For this reason, the decision was 

made to discard the answers of this question and instead measure this variable by asking of 

tuition fees and how the fees were paid. 

 

The study would arguably have a better representative value if the sample’s scope would 

have been broadened from students to youth. Although, considering the financial and 

practical limits of the project as well as the the potential security risk of handing out surveys 

to ordinary youth in Beirut, students are analyzed instead. If the sample would have been 

youth, then one would have had to venture out in some of Beirut’s southern suburbs, such as 

Dahiyeh, to have a representative number of youth. This would indicate severe risks to 

personal security as the threat of bombings still exist in certain suburbs, especially in Dahiyeh 

(Sweden Abroad, 2017). Therefore, the scope of the study was consciously limited to 

students. As the sample is students, one cannot conclude that the results are representative to 
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the whole of Lebanon’s population as it does not match the demographics of the country. 

Although, the identified gap of previous research showed that research on students and 

factors that decide unconventional political participation for them was inadequate. This gap 

moved the interest of having a sample which was representative to youth, to having a sample 

that was more representative to students, which circumvented the previously mentioned 

shortcoming of having too much of a narrow selection. 

As previously shown, this study had a primary result, as well as an alternative result. The 

primary result showed that protest participation was higher in the wealthier university, 

suggesting that more protesters were from a higher socioeconomic background. The 

alternative results, showed in addition to this, that they were also more secular.  
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5. Summary & Conclusions 

This is a field study with the aim to answer if there is any certain type of student who attends 

- or does not attend protests. The previous research was deemed inadequate regarding protest 

participation among students, particularly, in the Middle East. To fill this gap, it was 

suggested, through the theory of relative deprivation, that economically privileged students 

were less prone to attend protests due to not being deprived of equality, or financial stability 

in the same way as economically underprivileged students. This theory lacked full support, 

showing that protesters were largely relatively deprived and often viewed protests as effective 

in ensuring positive change, though few saw themselves as part of a collective identity, 

considering this - the hypothesis was not supported. In fact, the results suggests with an 

alternative independent variable - that secular students of wealthier backgrounds may be 

more prone to enter protests, on the basis of this case of study - in part due to not being 

reliant on sectarian leaders and local politicians, as well as being secular and opposed to the 

sectarian system. From this, one can argue that underprivileged students can have the urge to 

protest on a basis of deprivation - suppressed, which suggests revision to the theory of 

relative deprivation. A study reviewed in the section of previous research by Paulsen (1991) 

showed similar results as this author suggested that students from a higher socioeconomic 

background may be found more frequently in protests, furthermore, Beissinger et al.’s (2012) 

results regarding the case study of the Tunisian Revolution were also comparable.  

Based on these findings, it is suggested that future research focus on how youth with different 

socioeconomic backgrounds are affected by sectarianism in the Middle East and how this in 

turn affects protest participation, conventional and unconventional. Also, it would be of 

interest to investigate if democracies with religious quotas for parliamentary and 

governmental positions suppress the right to protest by promoting sectarianism. If this were 

true, then it is suggested that democracies with religious quotas consider structural revising to 

promote political participation among youth.  
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Appendix 1 - Survey Questions 

 

A Survey on Political Participation 

 

* This survey does not have any political, or other motives, it is a survey for a paper which 

intends to measure political participation amongst youth. The answers you give will not be 

shared with anyone except amongst those who are working on the project.  

 

Please circle the numbers that fits you best and write a short answer when possible: 

How old are you?  

I am _____________ years old.  

 

[1] Do you have a Lebanese citizenship? 

1. Yes 2. No 

 

[2] Are you a university student? 

1. Yes 2. No  

 

[3] At which university do you study?  

_______________________________ 

 

[4] Was there a tuition fee for entering your university? If so, how did you pay the fee? 

1. There were no fee 2. My parents 3. Scholarship 4. I paid it on my own 5. 

Other:______________________ 

 

[5] Which sect do you identify with? 

1. Shia 2. Sunni 3. Maronite Christian 4. Greek Orthodox 5. Druze 6. Alawite  

7. None 8. Other:__________  

 

[6] What is your gender? 

1. Male 2. Female 3. Other 
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[7] How active would you say you are on social media? 

1. Not active 2. Somewhat active 3. More active than the average 4. Very active 

 

[8] Does politics interest you? 

1. Not at all 2. Somewhat 3. More than the average 4. Very much 

 

[9] Are you a member of a political party? 

1. Yes: ______________________ 2. No 

 

[10] If you answered yes on the previous question, are you active in politics? 

1. Not at all 2. Somewhat 3. From time to time 4. Very active 

 

[11] Do you feel that protests are useful in affecting decision-makers in government? 

1. Yes 2. No  

 

[12] Have you attended any protests or manifestations between the period August 2015 - 

March 2016?  

1. Yes 2. No 

 

[13] If you answered no on the previous question, why didn’t you attend? 

1. The cause did not apply to me 2. Too dangerous 3. Other:___________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

[14] How would you describe your family's economic situation?  

1. Lower than average 2. Average 3. Above average 4. Way above average 

 

Thank you for answering the survey! Would you be willing to participate in an 

interview in the near future regarding the project? Pastries will be served. If so:  

 

Name:________________ Phone number:________________ Email:________________ 
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Appendix 2 - Survey Questions in Arabic 

  استبیان حول المشاركة السیاسیة

 هذه االستمارة االستبیانیة لیس لدیها أیة دوافع سیاسیة أو غیرها، بل هو استبیان لتقییم المشاركة السیاسیة بین الشباب. علما

 .أن اإلجابات التي سوف نحصل علیها لن یتشارك بها احد سوى العاملین في هذا المشروع

 :یرجى وضع دائرة حول األرقام التي تتناسب معكم وكتابة الجواب القصیر عندما یكون ذلك ممكنا

 كم عمرك؟ *

 .أنا _____________ عمري ____ سنة

 هل أنت طالب جامعي؟

 نعم 2. ال. 1

 في أي جامعة تدرس *

_______________________________ 

 هل هناك أي رسوم دراسیة لاللتحاق بالجامعة الخاصة بك؟ إذا كان األمر كذلك، كیف یتم سداد الرسوم؟ -

 ____________ لم یكن هناك رسوم 2. والدي 3. منح الدراسیة 4. أدفعها بنفسي 5. أخرى.1

 ألي مذهب تنتمي؟ -

 الشیعة 2. السنة 3. المسیحي الماروني 4. الروم األرثوذكس 5. الدروز 6. العلویة7. ال یوجد 8 . 1

 : __________ مذهب آخر

 ما جنسك؟ *

 ذكر 2. أنثى 3. أخرى. 1

 كیف تقّیم استخدامك لوسائل االعالم االجتماعیة؟ *

 غیر ناشط 2. ناشط إلى حد ما 3. ناشط أكثر من متوسط 4. ناشط جدا. 1

 هل السیاسة تهمك؟ *

 ال على اإلطالق 2. إلى حد ما 3. أكثر من متوسط 4. تهمني جدا. 1

 هل أنت عضو في حزب سیاسي؟ *

 :نعم: ______________________ 2. ال. 1

 إذا أجبت بنعم على السؤال السابق، هل أنت ناشط في السیاسة؟ *

 ال على اإلطالق 2. إلى حد ما 3. من وقت آلخر 4. ناشط جدا. 1

 هل تشعر بأن االحتجاجات هي مفیدة في التأثیر على صّناع القرار في الحكومة؟ *

 نعم 2. ال. 1

 هل شاركت بأي احتجاجات أو مظاهرات في الفترة ما بین أغسطس 2015 - مارس 2016؟ *

 نعم 2. ال. 1

 وإذا كانت اإلجابة ال على السؤال السابق، لماذا لم تشارك؟ *
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 ______________ :ال یعنیني 2. خطیرة جدا 3. أسباب أخرى. 1

_______________________________________________________ 

 كیف تصف وضع عائلتك المادي ؟ -

 أقل من المستوى المتوسط 2. متوسط 3. أعلى من المتوسط 4. میسور جدا .1

 أشكركم على اإلجابة على االستبیان! هل ستكون على استعداد للمشاركة في مقابلة أجریها معك في المستقبل القریب بشأن

 االستبیان؟

 ________________ :اسم: ________________ رقم الهاتف

 :_________________ البرید اإللكتروني

 إذا كنت ال ترغب في ترك اسمك، ببساطة اترك رقم الهاتف الخاص بك
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Appendix 3 - Interview Questions 

This interview is based on the chapter “In-depth Interviewing - the process, skill and ethics of 

interviews in peace research” by Karen Brounéus (2011, which can be found in the book 

“Understanding Peace Research - Methods and Challenges”, written by Magnus Öberg and 

Kristine Höglund. 

 

Step 1: Introduction 

I initiate by thanking the interviewee for coming to the interview and remind the person who 

I am, from which department I am, my university, the purpose of the study and who is 

financing it (Sida). 

 

Then, I ask the interviewee to sign the protocol for informed consent (written form) as well as 

their consent to be recorded. I explain that the recording is only used to collect data that 

might otherwise be lost by only taking notes. If the interviewee does not feel comfortable 

with being recorded, then I will only take notes. 

 

Step 2: Initial questions 

This is when I ask questions regarding the interviewee’s background, name, age, which 

university, which class they are in, which major, if they work. Simple questions to start of a 

comfortable setting, which also me a hint about how comfortable the interviewee is to talk 

about herself, “it is here the tone is set” (Brounéus, 2011, p.140) 

 

Step 3: Mid-interview 

This is where all questions which are relevant to the theory (relative deprivation theory) 

starts:  

How would you say that your family’s economic situation has affected you? (for better or 

worse) 

Would you say that you feel that you are deprived of something that others have and you 

think that you deserve? Such as wealth, equal opportunities, equality in general etc. 

(It is of importance for the theory that the interviewee perceives themselves as relatively 
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deprived in order for the hypothesis to be correct. If the interviewee does feel relatively 

deprived, then they are expected to answer “a unique individual on the following question” 

in order for the theory to be correct.  

 

(If yes), in what way? 

 

Do you think that you are privileged/underprivileged financially or in general in comparison 

to most other students? 

Are you involved in any student clubs, are you part of a student movement or involved in 

campus activities? If so, which one? 

This question might seem strange, but if someone would ask “who are you?” What would be 

your answer? 

 

-Would your spontaneous answer be for example “a student”, or “a member of this party”, or 

would you rather explain who you are based on your personal traits and opinions. 

 

Do you perceive yourself as primarily, a unique individual - or a part of something bigger 

than yourself, such as a union member, a member a student’s association, for example? (How 

do they primarily perceive themselves) 

(This question is related to the theory, the students who will participate here are students 

who have not attended protests and should therefore (according to relative deprivation) 

perceive themselves as unique individuals in order to have avoided collective action. Even 

though these who will be called in to participate in interviews are expected to not be 

relatively deprived, individualistic reasoning as decreasing the risk for collective action is 

also a viable explanation and is part of the theory). 

 

If the interviewee does not understand the question, ask: 

Do you identify yourself primarily as a student or as a unique individual? 

 

Could you tell me of how you first heard of the protests which started in August last year? 

 

What was your initial reaction to that there were people demonstrating? 
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How do you feel in any way that your future possibilities in life would be affected in a 

negative way if you participated in protests regarding the garbage crisis? In what way? 

 

Did you feel affected by the garbage crisis, if yes then to what degree (1-10). In what way? 

 

Do you feel that change, for the better, is possible collectively gathering and protesting? 

(Theory) 

Did you attend a protest? If yes, how many? What issue was the protest about? 

 

If the previous answer was yes, what would be your family’s reaction to you attending a big 

protest? 

If the question was no, how would your family react if you attended a big protest? For what 

reason would they react in that way? Did this affect your participation?  

 

What is your overall opinion on politics?  

Step 4: Closing the interview 

Here I start to close the interview with easier questions, which are related to the topic. 

 

What way do you think is the best way to affect decision-makers in government? By 

becoming part of a party/ or voting, or by gathering in a square, by striking, or anything 

similar to this? 

 

Why do you think there is a difference in protest participation between universities? 

(Alternative Independent Variable - Sectarian Identity, if the interviewee chooses to answer 

this) 

 

Start talking about the main topic of what we have been talking about (unconventional 

political participation) and the themes that the interviewee have raised, ask the interviewee if 

there is anything that she would like to share (their feelings on the subject)/clarify with me 

before we finish? 

 

Thank the participant for doing the interview, emphasize the importance that she had for 
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better understanding the topic of the study. 

 

Shake hands, bid farewell! 
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Appendix 4 - Consent Form For Interviewees 

 

I have read the Participant Information Sheet (found in the page below) and I have had the 

opportunity to ask the researcher any questions. [      ] 
 

 

I ________________________________ give my consent to participate in an in-depth 

interview within a project regarding political participation among youth.  

 

I give my consent to be recorded. [      ] (Recordings are preferable to the project as it eases 

the possibility of analysis after the interviews are finished) 

 

This interview is a follow-up of a survey, I am aware that this project is not politically 

affiliated in any way, and the answers provided from me will not be shared with anyone, 

except with those who are working on the project.  [      ] 

 

I am aware that this interview is voluntary and that I am able to refuse and withdraw my 

consent, even if the interview has started. I am also able to refuse answering a question that I 

don’t feel comfortable with. [      ] 

 

I am aware that I can contact the Supervisor of this project (Holly Guthrey) of the 

Department of Peace and Conflict in Uppsala University if I have any concerns or complaints 

of how this project has been conducted.  [      ] 

 

 

 

 

Signature:________________ Date:________________ 
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Appendix 5 - Participant Information Sheet 

 

I hereby invite you to take part in a research study. I you wish to participate, please take your 

time to read this information sheet in detail as it contains valuable information which you 

need know before taking a decision. Do not hesitate to ask questions, if anything seems 

unclear and know that you're fully free to refuse participation without giving a reason. If you 

feel like participating after reading this information sheet, then I ask you to fill out the 

Consent Form. 

 

The purpose of this study is to answer what conditions may promote and prevent political 

participation amongst youth. The reason for why you have been invited is because you are in 

the “population” of the study. Meaning, that you are a student and you may, or may not have 

participated in protests and politics in general. 

 

I ask of you to allow me to record the interview-session in order to ease the transcribing of 

the interviews. What you say during the interviews will be kept confidential, your name will 

not be disclosed in relation to the answers you give to ensure your anonymity.  
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