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1. Introduction 

 

The scholarly and political debate about the relationship between news media and foreign policy 

has since the end of the Cold War era seen “media as a catalyst for political action” (Robinson, 

2011). Liberal approaches consider independent media as a significant part of the democratic 

peace theory: an “effective constraint upon a democratic state´s likelihood of going to war” 

(Ibid.). This assumed power of news media coverage and its influence on foreign policy and 

states policy responses may in absence result in negative effects. A study by Hawkins (2011) 

shows that four out of all conflicts in the world accounted for entire 97 percent of the total 

broadcast time, during 2009 in US television news. Where only a few chosen conflicts get 

extensive media coverage, the majority of conflicts are largely forgotten, which according to 

theory (Ibid.) consequently lead to a lack of policy response. Hawkins (Ibid.) further argues that 

“a lack of media coverage contributes to a lack of policy, and a lack of policy contributes to 

deadlier conflicts”.   

Contemporary global politics acknowledges flaws of governments and traditional international 

organizations to recreate themselves in a rapidly changing world, and have therefore opened up 

for other actors and activities in the field of international relations and global politics (Huliaras & 

Tzifakis, 2011). Most of these new politics relies on the social power of individuals and NGOs, 

where celebrity activists are believed to break new ground for diplomatic establishments (Ibid.). 

Celebrities have a long history of charity involvement, which recently has developed into close 

relationships with well-established organizations. As early as 1954, the United Nations began to 

appoint goodwill ambassadors (celebrities that advocate for specific causes on the basis of their 

notability) to raise recognition of the organization and its different causes (UNICEF, 2016:1). 

These goodwill ambassadors are assumed to have the ability to change foreign policy and 

consequently conflict intensity, in the same manner as traditional news media, by getting their 

message heard by both the public and policymakers – a core of successful diplomacy (Cooper, 

2007). However, some research questioning celebrity diplomacy, claiming its assumed influential 

power to be more or less insignificant (Alleyne, 2005; Cottle and Nolan 2007; de Waal, 2008).      

There has been to my knowledge little, if any, quantitative research whether these goodwill 

ambassadors make any return (e.g. changing foreign policy) on the investment that the e.g. UN 

agencies make into their ambassador programs. As the appointment of celebrities increases in 

numerous NGOs, the lack of quantitative studies of its efficiency constitutes a serious and 

important gap in the field of research. Is it possible that goodwill ambassadors are agenda-setters 

with an ability to influence foreign policy and consequently have an effect on conflict intensity?  
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In order to make a contribution to the media-conflict research field, this bachelor thesis aims to 

answer the research question: 

To what extent does goodwill ambassadors’ attention effect conflict intensity? 

 

This thesis proceeds as follows. First, an overview of previous research and the debate over the 

relationship between media-conflict is presented. Next, the thesis derives a hypothesis about 

goodwill ambassador’s influence over conflict intensity (measured as with the number of battle-

related deaths) based on the approach of Media selectivity (Hawkins, 2011) and Naming and 

shaming theory (DeMeritt, 2012). This is followed by a methodological section that discusses the 

data employed in the analysis. The hypothesis is then tested through a quantitative least square 

regression, where all internal and internationalized armed conflicts around the world between 

2000 and 2015 are examined. Finally, the thesis is summarized in a brief conclusion where policy 

implications and an agenda for future research are discussed. 

 

1.2 Previous Research 

The research field on media influence has been appointed a central role in foreign policy-making 

by scholars of International Relations and World Politics. However, classical- and neo-realist 

accounts have questioned the significance of media influence upon foreign policy, whereas 

liberalists and constructivists place considerable emphasis on media as a key player in state action 

(Robinson, 2011:5). The main part of the literature on media-conflict interaction have paid 

attention towards news media’s ability to mobilize support of governmental war aims, where 

media frequently serves as a critical role in escalating or even initiating conflict (Gilboa et al., 

2016:656). An alternative reading of the relationship between media and conflict was introduced 

during an era of soft power politics marked by optimism in international affairs in the 1990s 

coined as the ´CNN effect´, where news media were identified as an important global actor in 

international relations (Robinson, 2011:3). The CNN effect focused on the emerging 24-hour 

global news providers and became popular shorthand to better understand the relationship of 

media and conflict, where real-time reporting was assumed to influence foreign policy 

formulation and world politics (Ibid.). 

Independent media coverage of foreign policy (a key component of the CNN effect) was 

assumed invalid after the September 11th attacks on the US and the subsequent change of the 

international security environment, since media became subservient to the state, much like during 
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the Cold War era (Bahador, 2011:38). Although the assumption appears plausible and logical, 

Bahador (2011) claims that the CNN effect remains an important research field for media-

conflict interactions, regardless of a changing security environment, since media framing never 

actually operated entirely independently of those in power. According to Bahador (2011:48), mass 

media’s effect on foreign policy must be considered within the existing foreign policy decision-

making apparatus; media have the ability to change policy if the issue already is included in the 

debate. Elite disagreement (policy uncertainty) has been appointed as an important condition for 

the media to influence government responses to conflicts (Bahador, 2007; Strobel, 1997; Baum 

and Groeling, 2009). Therefore, media coverage is unlikely to influence policy when it is already 

certain (Balabanova, 2010:71). 

Although media influence on foreign policy is somewhat restricted, media coverage has made 

people better informed about human rights violations taking place in countries engaged in 

conflicts. The rise of the international community’s awareness has sometimes encouraged 

interventions in domestic conflict, where involved actors are pressured to improve the situation 

(Burgoon et al., 2015:227). The effects of media attention on human rights abuses in conflicts is 

often linked to Naming and shaming by powerful international actors capable to raise the cost of 

atrocities, which in turn tends to foster civil war termination (Burgoon et al., 2015; DeMeritt, 

2012; Lebovic and Voeten, 2006). 

While media attention thus evidently has a pacifying effect on conflicts, Hawkins (2011) 

contributes to the field by showing the other side of the CNN effect: the consequences of the 

lack of media attention. As mentioned in Section 1, Hawkins argues (2011b:65) that the deadliest 

conflicts in the world are those taking place largely unreported by the media, because “a lack of 

media coverage contributes to a lack of policy, and a lack of policy contributes to deadlier 

conflicts”. Furthermore has the relationship between media coverage and civil war interventions 

been proven endogenous, where media attention increases the probability of interventions, and 

interventions increase media attention (Bell et al., 2013). 

There are different complex factors that determine coverage levels of conflict, one being the 

involvement (or interest) of elite nations or people which have the ability to raise media attention 

by promoting a certain issue (Hawkins, 2011b:61). In accordance, Gilboa (2016:670) argues that 

there is a belief that heavily networked non-policymakers (e.g. celebrities) which are connected to 

global opinion making have the power to drive public engagement on peace and conflict issues 

and subsequently change policy. 
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Celebrities’ potential power in international politics is currently debated. An extensive literature 

have emerged examining the phenomenon called ´Celebrity diplomacy´, where celebrities are 

being recognized as agenda setters with a significant impact on a range of global humanitarian 

issues (Cooper, 2007; Wheeler, 2011). One vital advantage of celebrities engaging in peace and 

conflict issues is the fact that they get their message heard by both the public and policymakers, 

which Cooper (2007:126) argues underpins the core of successful diplomacy. 

Some research have questioned the impact of celebrity diplomacy, claiming that it is not as 

powerful in the long term as often assumed (Alleyne, 2005; Cottle and Nolan 2007; de Waal, 

2008). Although celebrities generally have an initial advantage of media attention and better 

access to financial resources, compared to activism conducted by other actors, Hawkins 

(2011a:87) claims that celebrities lack a critical element which makes traditional diplomats 

credible – representation of particular constituent or group. Moreover, the attention raised 

generally ends up focusing on the celebrity instead of the issue to which the celebrity is trying to 

draw attention to (Tsaliki et al., 2016:303). Furthermore, celebrities are assumed to pay attention 

to conflicts that already gained media coverage, often because of the fact that they learned about 

the conflicts through media coverage (Hawkins, 2011a:99). Thus, according to this view, it means 

that stealth conflicts do not go from obscurity to media attention because of celebrity activism. 

However, Wheeler (2011:58) points out that although celebrities’ activities sometimes reflect a 

naivety in understanding international politics, they have promoted new or alternative discourses 

within international politics. Additionally, celebrities associated with trustworthy organizations 

like the UN, are considered more credible than celebrities who are not (Cooper, 2007:127).  

The above discussion highlights the ongoing debate on the relationship between celebrity 

diplomacy and conflict intensity. Previous research has generated mixed results and mainly been 

reliant on case-specific approaches such as process-tracing and discourse analysis among others. 

Consequently it has failed to identify general conclusions about the relationship between celebrity 

diplomacy and conflict intensity. Importantly, there has to my knowledge been little, if any, 

quantitative research systematically examining whether celebrities, which are associated with 

powerful organizations (e.g. the UN), have the power to influence conflict intensity. The lack of 

quantitative research constitutes the gap within the field of which this thesis aims to contribute 

with new possible generalizable results on celebrity diplomacy. 
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2. Theoretical Framework 

The theoretical framework is divided in two parts; the first concerning media attention to 

conflict, and the second the UN appointed goodwill ambassadors. This thesis theoretical 

argument builds upon the Media selectivity approach (Hawkins, 2011) and the Naming and 

shaming theory (DeMeritt, 2012). The theoretical framework is followed by a testable hypothesis.   

 

2.1 Media in Conflict 

The deadliest conflicts are, according to Hawkins (2011:56), those being completely ignored by 

international media such as conflicts in Africa, consistently being the world´s least covered 

region. The majority of conflicts around the world are left largely marginalized, getting little, if 

any, media attention and will subsequently end up becoming more deadly compared to conflicts 

which international media choose to cover (Hawkins, 2011)1. News media in general are seen as a 

key element in democracies, influencing the state by monitoring its policy and holds the role as a 

legitimate political force keeping governments and citizens aware of one another (Hass, 2009:78). 

Since news media has a political impact, it can explain why marginalized conflicts are more 

deadly. In conflicts where there are little media attention there is a lack of pressure on 

policymakers which decrease the ability to influence the dynamics of the conflict by e.g. engaging 

in conflict resolution (Hawkins, 2011:56). Such application of pressure on policymakers can be 

delivered by media coverage, by raising the political cost of disregarding humanitarian crises 

(Ibid.). The consequences of limited media coverage in armed conflict situations is severe, 

delaying actions by global institutions and organizations (e.g. the UN) and influential countries in 

global affairs (e.g. the US), resulting in unrestrained casualties and a lack of accountability on the 

perpetrators of war crimes (Soderlund et al., 2012). Thus, by not producing coverage, media is 

believed to contribute to the lack of policy, and consequently increasing the risk of deadlier 

conflicts (Hawkins, 2011:57). 

When it comes to the various factors that drives media coverage of conflicts, those conflicts that 

are culturally, geographically and psychologically close appears to be crucial elements for medias 

determination of newsworthiness (Tai, 2000:351). Other factors that determines the level of 

media coverage of conflicts, includes the involvement of elite nations or people, access and/or 

the proximity of the conflict, national/political interest, simplicity, sensationalism, and the ability 

                                                           
1
 Hawkins (2011) study relies only on traditional media, such as television and press, and does not include social or 

any other digital media. Such new media has an impact, but is omitted in this thesis due to various limitations. 
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to identify and sympathize with the victims (Hawkins, 2011:62; Hawkins, 2008:99). Accordingly, 

Bahador (2011:48) finds that the involvement of Westerners and their military forces is a 

significant driver of conflict coverage. Moreover, conflicts that are obviously brutal appear to get 

more extensive media coverage, especially during the most violence phase, although the coverage 

seem to have a limit where rarely more than one or two conflicts gets coverage at the same given 

time (Allern, 2011:141; Bell et al., 2013:651). 

Media attention cannot explain conflict intensity alone, but it contributes by triggering reaction of 

global actors’ trough a concept called “name and shame”. The theory has been used as a 

powerful tool for protecting human rights by causing “reputational damage on moral grounds” 

(DeMeritt, 2012:698). Naming and shaming has become a widespread strategy for NGOs, mass 

media and other international organizations to put human rights violators in the spotlight in 

order to enforce international human rights norms and laws (Hafner-Burton, 2008). Media 

coverage of conflicts and humanitarian crises is therefore often used as a mean to “name and 

shame” a targeted human rights violator (e.g. a regime), in order to evoke moral reasoning and 

mobilization of actors to support justice and promote peace (Murdie and Peksen 2014:216). By 

shaming and calling the attention of powerful international actors, the level of violence may 

reduce in the conflict setting, because both leaders and perpetrators are aware of the potential 

costs (e.g. international legal and/or economic punishment) of international attention (DeMeritt, 

2012:602). The risk of getting into the spotlight of international condemnation, either makes 

actors in conflict reduce the risk by completely revoking the order of killing, or lowering the level 

of killing from what previously ordered (DeMeritt, 2012:604). Another, indirect, effect of media 

attention to conflict intensity, is the fact that attention to abuses makes conflict actors know that 

the world is watching, which in turn improves the opportunities for “bridge-builders” engaged in 

peace building processes in the conflict setting (Burgoon et al., 2015:231). Furthermore, the 

probability of civil war termination by formal agreement has been proven to increase through the 

application of Naming and shaming, which underlies the importance of media coverage on 

human rights abuses in conflict settings (Burgoon et al., 2015:250). 

Moreover, the Naming and shaming can have various effects depending on which actor is 

practicing the strategy. Murdie and Peksen (2014:216) argue that nongovernmental organizations 

(NGOs) are often seen as highly credible actors with the ability to e.g. make a humanitarian 

intervention more likely through the practice of the Naming and shaming strategy. However, the 

Naming and shaming is expected to be more effective and make state react more strongly to it 
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when the condemnation comes from an international body composed of states (e.g. UNHCR) 

than one from a NGO (Esarey and DeMeritt, 2016:5). 

As previously mentioned, celebrities associated with trustworthy global organizations (e.g. the 

UN) gain significant credibility (Cooper, 2007:127) and therefore have the power to drive public 

engagement on conflict issues which in turn could result in a change of policy (Gilboa, 2016:670). 

These organizational appointed celebrities involved in international diplomacy then constitutes 

one of the acknowledge factors which determines the level of media coverage of conflicts. 

 

2.2 Celebrity Diplomacy 

The United Nations is one among several institutions and organizations to invest in so called 

Goodwill Ambassador programs where different kinds of celebrities advocates for a specific 

cause on the basis of their notability. The first to be appointed UN goodwill ambassador in 1954 

was the American comedian Danny Kaye after a conversation with UNICEF Executive Director 

who wanted help to raise recognition of the organization (UNICEF, 2016:1). The selection and 

involvement of goodwill ambassadors is built upon guidelines approved by the Secretary-General 

in order to ensure consistency and the maintenance of a high standard (United Nations, 2016a). 

One of the criteria’s for being invited to serve as goodwill ambassadors is the fulfillment of “a 

strong desire to help mobilize public interest in, and support for, the purposes and principles of the United Nations, 

and who demonstrate the commitment and proven potential to reach out to significant audiences, including decision 

makers” (Ibid.). The goodwill ambassadors does furthermore work voluntary and are designated 

for a period of two years, which can be renewable if there is a mutual agreement by the parties 

(Ibid.). 

The employment of celebrities by NGOs can be seen as an effort to make ordinary citizens, 

which may perceive themselves as being powerless regarding human suffering, identify 

themselves with the cause (through the celebrity) and feeling of making a difference (Kogen, 

2015:50). A central advantage of allowing compassionate celebrities advocate for specific causes 

connected with the various UN agencies, is their anticipated ability (that comes with fame) to 

draw attention to certain issues (BBC, 2000). UNHCR themselves emphasizes the goodwill 

ambassadors advocacy role as incredible important, due to their influential power over policies 

and decision makers on refugee issues (Ibid.). Celebrities does furthermore often function as 

symbolic agents for the public and the public sphere, bringing more public attention to political 

issues than politicians are able to (Kogen, 2015:39). Thus, celebrities involved in various NGOs 
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work raise awareness to issues and stories that would have otherwise not been covered (Ibid.). 

UNHCRs goodwill ambassador Barbara Hendricks said on a meeting with Mali refugees: “I want 

to be your voice, tell your story to the world so that you are not forgotten” (UNHCR, 2012). UNHCR 

acknowledges that even if not all audiences are familiar with the agency´s work with refugee 

issues, most of them recognize celebrities such as Angelina Jolie, a prominent UNHCR goodwill 

ambassador that raises awareness through various activities (UNHCR, 2011:69). 

Celebrity activists have been proved to have the power to put global issues and problems on the 

agenda, using their media skills as spokespersons for their specific causes and have access to elites 

in the political sector (Tsaliki et al., 2016:300). The reason why celebrities have this power is their 

ability to act as emotional interpreters and tell stories with just sufficient signals which upset and 

therefore connect the audiences with distant disasters (Ibid.). This is because of the ´mediated 

personas´ of celebrities that has created various forms of admirable identification in which the 

celebrities induces the audiences sympathy and authentication in order to effect political issues 

(Wheeler, 2016:50). Furthermore, fame has independently been recognized as a significant feature 

of modern political culture, determining decision-makers political worth and the status of 

different political causes (Ibid.). 

Celebrity activism has thus been associated with both moral authority and credibility, which in 

turn leads to the question if the power of celebrities’ only extends to put issues on the agenda. As 

mentioned in Section 1.2, some argue that celebrity diplomacy is not as powerful as traditional 

diplomacy (Alleyne, 2005; Cottle and Nolan 2007; de Waal, 2008). However, Cooper (2007:127) 

claims that the credibility of celebrity diplomacy increases when the celebrity is linked to 

trustworthy organizations. This thesis will examine if the credibility celebrities gain when they are 

represented by a reliable organization, extend their powers and ability to lower the intensity of 

conflict by putting them in the spotlight of global policy makers.   

 

2.3 Hypothesis 

This thesis aims to examine to what extent celebrity diplomacy influence conflict intensity (which 

in this thesis is measured as battle-related deaths). The theoretical argument builds upon the 

Media selectivity approach by Hawkins (2011) and the Naming and shaming theory (DeMeritt, 

2012). The argument of this thesis emphasizes the belief that non-policymakers connected to 

global opinion making (e.g. goodwill ambassadors) have the ability to draw media attention to a 

conflict and subsequently change the conflict intensity due to the mechanisms of the Naming and 
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shaming theory. Accordingly, the claim of this thesis suggests that UN appointed goodwill 

ambassador´s attention to a conflict lowers the mortality of that particular conflict.  

The causal mechanism of this relationship is spelled out here: When a celebrity (associated with a 

credible organization) pay attention to a particular conflict, it raises both public awareness and 

media coverage of that conflict, which subsequently raise the political costs for powerful 

international actors to ignore such conflict. The strategy to “name and shame” conflicting actors, 

raises these actors awareness of the potential costs of international attention which consequently 

reduces the level of violence in conflict settings. This reasoning produces the following testable 

hypothesis:  

The more (less) attention paid by goodwill ambassadors there is, the less (more) deadly a conflict gets. 

 

3. Research Design 

The aim of this thesis is to examine the correlation, if any, between goodwill ambassadors 

attention to a country which experienced internal armed conflict (independent variable) and the 

level of battle-related deaths (dependent variable). To accomplish this aim, this study is based on 

a quantitative analysis, using the method of ordinary least squares regression which is a suitable 

tool to test directional hypotheses (Powner, 2015:102).  

The theoretical framework of this thesis emphasizes the importance of influencing conflicting 

parties (particularly the state actor) to reduce conflict intensity, by raising global awareness of the 

conflict and thus increasing the risks of killing. The level of analysis is therefore state actors in 

countries worldwide, because of the particular importance to influence them in conflict 

situations. Furthermore, the unit of analysis in this study is countries that experienced internal 

and/or internationalized armed conflict during the years of 2000-2015. In several cases, there has 

been more than one armed conflict within the same country during the time frame of 

observation. However, because the unit of analysis is the country, and not the unique conflicts, all 

conflicts within the same country are jointly examined in this study. 

This study is restricted to an observational cross-sectional design due to the time-limitation of the 

thesis. The cross-sectional design examines the total number of battle-related deaths recorded 

within each country (irrespective of the number of conflicts) within a certain time frame, in order 

to compare the countries to one another at that particular time (Teorell and Svensson, 2013:81). 

A disadvantage of the cross-sectional design is that it cannot draw any conclusions from 
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differences in conflict intensity over time as would be the case in a longitudinal study design. 

However, the cross-sectional design allows for an analysis of the differences and similarities 

between the various units of analysis (Ibid.).   

As presented in Section 1.2, celebrities associated with trustworthy organizations gain more 

credibility when advocating for peace and conflict issues than those celebrities that are not 

(Cooper, 2007:127). Therefore has the UN been chosen as the organization that appoints 

celebrities in this study, due to its credibility as an organization and close connections with 

celebrities (e.g. goodwill ambassadors). The study will further examine goodwill ambassadors 

appointed by the UN agency UNHCR, a selection further discussed in Section 3.2. 

The time period 2000-2015 is chosen based on the combined availability of data on battle-related 

deaths and on the registered work of UNHCR goodwill ambassadors. Although UNHCR has 

appointed goodwill ambassadors since the 1980s and the Uppsala Conflict Data Program 

(UCDP) data of battle related deaths dates back to 1989, the information on the early 

ambassador’s work is however limited. The restricted timeframe therefore enables reliable 

information gathering of the UNHCR ambassadors work. Furthermore, complete data for 2016 

has yet to be analyzed (and are not published at the time of writing this thesis) and has therefore 

been excluded from the study. 

A dataset is constructed for the purpose of the study and compiles the full population of battle-

related deaths within each country that experienced internal and internationalized armed conflict 

over the years 2000 to 2015, giving a total number of 59 countries. The dataset contains an index 

of 20 UNHCR goodwill ambassador’s attention of the same conflicts over the same timeline (see 

Appendix II). Finally, the dataset contains five relevant control variables (CV) in order to isolate 

the correlation between the independent and dependent variable.  

Through a regression analysis, it is possible to identify if there is any correlation between battle-

related deaths and ambassador´s attention to a particular country that experienced armed conflict. 

If the regression shows that countries with lower goodwill ambassador attention have a higher 

battle related death-toll – the hypothesis is supported. 

 

3.1 Dependent variable: Battle-related deaths 

The hypothesis accounts for the magnitude of fatality in conflicts. The dependent variable (DV), 

battle related deaths, is therefore based on data from UCDP that counts the number of battle-
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related deaths within each country that experienced internal and/or internationalized armed 

conflict during the timeframe 2000-2015. Battle-related deaths is defined and counted by UCDP 

as “...the use of armed force between warring parties in a conflict dyad, be it state-based or non-state, resulting in 

deaths” (UCDP, 2016a). As this study aims to examine whether goodwill ambassadors influence 

conflict intensity, battle-related death statistics from these conflicts can act as a proxy for 

identifying such correlation. 

Data on battle-related deaths is gathered from the UCDP Battle-related Deaths Dataset, 

containing information on the number of battle-related deaths in armed conflicts from 1989-2015 

(UCDP, 2016b). UCDP define armed conflict as “a contested incompatibility that concerns government 

and/or territory where the use of armed force between two parties, of which at least one is the government of a state, 

results in at least 25 battle-related deaths in one calendar year” (UCDP, 2016a). This study examines 

battle-related deaths in two types of armed conflict identified by the UCDP/PRIO: internal and 

internationalized internal conflict (UCDP/PRIO, 2016). These types of armed conflicts are 

chosen based on the theoretical framework, emphasizing the Naming and shaming effect on 

regimes (i.e. one of the conflicting actors in internal armed conflicts). To gather reliable casualty 

data, UCDP (Ibid.) counts battle-related deaths with moderation, where “the best estimate 

consists of the aggregated most reliable number of deaths”. In cases where different reports 

provide different estimates and no reliable distinction is possible, the lower figure is given.  

Since the unit of analysis is the countries that experienced internal and/or internationalized 

armed conflicts during 2000-2015, and where the cross-sectional design jointly examines all 

battle-related deaths, the number of conflicts is not significant. Whether there has been more 

than one armed conflict within the countries during the chosen timeframe is instead represented 

by a control variable.  

The examination of battle-related deaths is executed in order to compare which countries get 

most attention of ambassadors during the same time frame. In order to identify in which country 

the battle-related deaths have occurred, the Gleditsch and Ward country codes has been 

conducted in the study. In internal conflicts, Gleditsch and Ward list the country code of the 

government as the active state on Side A (UCDP, 2016b:12). In the dataset of this thesis, the DV 

(battle-related deaths) is coded from 0 to infinity. The variable sums up the total number of battle-

related deaths recorded in the specific country from 2000 to 2015. 
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3.2 Independent variable: Goodwill ambassadors 

The independent variable (IV) conducted in this study is goodwill ambassadors, whose work for the 

UN agency UNHCR in different conflict affected countries around the world will be examined. 

The choice to examine the work of UNHCR appointed goodwill ambassadors in this study is 

based on the agency´s closely connection to conflict issues. One of many consequences of 

conflict is the displacement of populations worldwide, which UNHCR initially was established to 

provide protection and emergency assistance (UNHCR, 2016b). 

The UNHCR appoints three kinds of goodwill ambassadors: international, regional and national 

according to the ambassadors previous era of work (Fall and Tang, 2006:5). In this study, all three 

categories of ambassadors are included in order to collect maximum of data. During 2000-2015 

there was a total of 20 active international, regional and national goodwill ambassadors working 

for UNHCR (see Appendix II). 

By studying the ambassador’s field of work during the timeframe of 2000 to 2015, it is possible to 

categorize which conflicting countries each ambassador focused on. The data collection of the 

various ambassadors’ work is based on news articles and reports produced by UNHCR. Each 

year, UNHCR publish The Global Report and The Global Appeal that offers a comprehensive view 

of UNHCR´s worldwide operations, including the goodwill ambassadors work (UNHCR, 2016a). 

These reports, together with UNHCR self-produced news articles available at their website, 

represent the data collection of the independent variable. For the collection of data on the 

goodwill ambassador’s work, the surname of each active ambassador during the timeframe was 

typed in the search application on UNHCRs webpage.   

When examining the goodwill ambassador’s work in the news articles and reports within the 

timeframe, the focus lays upon participation in fieldtrips by each ambassador. Attention paid by a 

goodwill ambassador is in this thesis measured by fieldtrips made by that certain ambassador to a 

conflict affected country, or to a refugee camp populated with refugees from a country in 

conflict. A fieldtrip of this kind may raise more media coverage than for instance talk about a 

conflict in the media, which qualifies the limitation of the data collection strategy. 

In the dataset, the IV is measured in two separate ways. First, a dummy variable measure whether 

any goodwill ambassador has paid attention (1) or not paid attention (0) to a particular country. 

Second, a count variable (1-20) measures the number of goodwill ambassadors, out of a total 20 

that has paid attention to a certain conflict country.  
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3.3 Control variables 

A set of control variables is also included in the study in order to isolate the potential effect of 

goodwill ambassador’s attention from other alternative factors relevant to the magnitude of 

battle-related deaths. 

Conflict 

The variable counts the number of unique armed conflicts within each country included in the 

study, during the set timeframe (2000-2015), which of natural reasons should affect the battle-

related deaths when the value of the variable is high. The data on armed conflicts has been 

collected from the UCDP Armed Conflict Dataset (UCDP, 2016). The CV includes all armed 

conflicts and does not exclude for instance non-state conflicts. Since the countries in the study 

have been collected due to their experience of battle-related deaths due to armed conflict, no 

country can in this variable obtain the value 0. To be able to count the amount of armed conflicts 

in each country, the variable Conflict ID in the UCDP Armed Conflict Dataset (Ibid.) which 

identify all unique conflicts, is conducted. Then, each conflict ID is compared with the GWNoA 

in the same dataset, in order to identify in which country the conflict was located. 

Regime Type 

Another factor that may affect conflict intensity is the regime type in a certain country, which 

constitutes a second CV in the study. Countries with a democratic regime tend to be more 

politically stable than autocracies, by providing more and better public services and thus reducing 

the risks of rebel mobilization (Burgoon et al., 2014:238). The combined autocracy-democracy 

score from the Polity IV data is conducted to control for the regime type of a state (Marshall, 

Gurr and Jaggers, 2015). The Polity scale ranges from +10 (strongly democratic) to -10 (strongly 

autocratic), where instances of “standardized authority scores” (i.e., -66, -77 and -88) apply to the 

POLITY2 variable which converts these scores to fit within the conventional range (Ibid.). 

Furthermore, a mean out of the available polity scores during 2000-2015 is calculated, giving each 

country a score within the range. 

GDP 

An additional factor that may have an impact on the DV is GDP per capita, which is a standard 

measure of wealth and an indirect measure of states capacities and international economic 

importance (Bell et al., 2013:658). Wealth has furthermore been proven to decrease the 

willingness of citizens to revolt (Burgoon et al., 2014:238). To control for the potential impact of 

GDP and thus reduce the impact of outliers, the natural logarithm of GDP in constant U.S. 
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dollars, of each country in the study, is included in the analysis (World Bank, 2016a). Some data 

are missing for certain countries, which although does not affect the outcome when it is 

calculated by the average of the available data during 2000-2015. 

Population 

The CV accounts for a state´s population size which previous research suggests is an important 

factor of civil conflict onset, where a growing population increase the risk of conflict (Raleigh 

and Hegre, 2009). The variable is expressed in its natural logarithm, where information is 

gathered from the World Bank (2016b). The World Bank counts the total population in a 

country, including all residents “regardless of legal status or citizenship” (Ibid.) Furthermore is 

the average sum of a certain country´s population size calculated during 2000-2015 and included 

in the dataset. 

Peacekeeping Operations 

The last CV measures if there has been any UN peacekeeping operation presence within each 

country in the study (United Nations, 2016b; United Nations, 2016c). Research has proven UN 

peacekeeping missions, if appropriately composed, to be an effective tool to reduce battlefield 

deaths (Hultman et al., 2014). Since the majority of international military interventions is 

associated with the United Nations (Burgoon et al., 2014:239), it serves as the only source of 

peacekeeping operations in this study. The variable is dichotomous, measuring (1) for presence 

and (0) for absence of UN peacekeeping operations. 

 

3.4 Validity and Reliability 

Battle-related deaths, the dependent variable in this study, is theoretically defined as deaths 

resulting from the use of armed force (UCDP, 2016a) and is thus a valid indicator of conflict 

intensity. The operationalization of the DV receives a high validity since it measures battle-related 

deaths with the same definition as the theoretically, thus there is no gap between the theoretical 

definition and the operational definition. Although, UCDP measurement of battle-related deaths 

might be affected by systematic errors due to the difficulties to estimate deaths. A potential 

overestimation of battle-related deaths would lead to methodological problems, which justifies 

this study´s choice to conduct the best estimation of battle-related deaths in the UCDP dataset. 

UCDP is moreover a well-known and trustworthy database of conflicts and battle-related deaths 

that several scholars have conducted. Furthermore, the data collection of battle-related deaths 
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from the UCDP dataset requires little, if any, subjective analysis which in turn reduce the risk of 

potential unsystematic errors, and hence gives the measurement of the variable a high reliability 

and a low risk of being bias. 

The independent variable measures the level of goodwill ambassador’s attention to a particular 

conflict country. Attention to a conflict could be expressed in several different ways, but this 

study limit itself to measure ambassador’s fieldtrips as a sign of attention. This limitation does 

somewhat affect the validity of the variable, since the most preferable choice would have been to 

include a wider range of attention raised by a particular goodwill ambassador in the measurement 

(e.g. fundraising, media events etc.). However, the IV still receive a fairly high validity since it still 

measure a certain action made by goodwill ambassadors in order to raise attention to a specific 

conflict country. Since there has been little, if any, quantitative research concerning goodwill 

ambassadors influence on conflict intensity, there is likewise little previous research to consult in 

regards of data collection. In order to collect data on goodwill ambassadors fieldtrips, this study 

turns to UNHCR self-produced material. Since UNHCR is a UN agency, it obtains certain 

reliability and a trustworthy source of information about their goodwill ambassador’s work. As 

this study counts the number of goodwill ambassadors that paid attention to a particular conflict 

country by examining UNHCR produced material, it should result in a fairly reliable method, 

given the access of the same information during the same time frame. Furthermore, the 

operationalization of the independent variable might be affected by some subjective 

interpretation over the meaning of fieldtrips. In order to increase the reliability of the 

independent variable the same definition and search method for information of the fieldtrips is 

required. A strict search procedure was conducted in this study, where the surname of each active 

ambassador was typed in the search application on UNHCRs webpage, where subsequently their 

individual fieldtrips was measured by examining UNHCR self-produced material such as The 

Global Report, The Global Appeal and news articles. 

Finally, the reliability of the data collection for the five control variables is high, since it is 

gathered from well-established datasets and reports (UCDP, Polity Data, World Bank and United 

Nations), and receives high validity since the measurement of all CVs are linked with the 

respective theoretical purpose. 

 

  

 



18 
 

4. Findings 

4.1 Descriptive Statistics 

During the 16 years that the dataset covers, 59 countries experienced an active government on 

side A of an internal or internationalized armed conflict (see Appendix III). Before the results of 

the regression are presented, a descriptive examination of the dependent and independent 

variable is necessary. Table 1 presents an overview of the distribution of the DV (battle-related 

deaths) and the IV (ambassador). The DV has a mean of 9 602,81 indicating that a majority of 

the observations in the sample has a relative low number of battle-related deaths while a few 

observations includes the large majority of battle-related deaths.   

 
Table 1. Descriptive statistics of DV and IV 

Variable N Mean Std. Dev. Min Max 

DV: TotalBdBest 571 876 9 693 25 211,36 27 166 796 

IV: Ambassador 20 0,8814 1,43 0 8 

R was used to generate the statistical results. 

 

Furthermore, the DV range between 27 to 166 796, revealing that the country with the total 

highest number has 166 796 recorded battle-related deaths. As the mean of battle-related deaths 

is relatively low compared to the maximum value, and the standard deviation is high, one or more 

outliers are present in the sample. The same pattern applies to the IV, ranging between 0 to 8, 

with a mean of 0,8814. The range of the IV also shows that no conflicting country attracted the 

maximum attention of all 20 ambassadors.    

Table 2 summarizes the distribution of battle-related deaths within conflicting countries and 

whether at least one goodwill ambassador paid attention to the conflict. 27 out of 59 observed 

countries attracted the attention by one or more goodwill ambassador during the time period of 

observation. The mean of battle-related deaths is higher in those countries that attracted goodwill 

ambassador’s attention. From this it is possible to conclude that battle-related deaths are higher 

in countries with attention by goodwill ambassadors; opposing the study´s hypothesis. Although, 

to establish whether there is a correlation between goodwill ambassador’s attention and battle-

related deaths, a statistical analysis needs to be conducted.   
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Table 2. Battle-related deaths 

  
Countries (n) Brd (mean) 

Attention Yes 46.76% (27) 17734.44 

 No 54.24% (32) 2907.68 

 Total 100% (59) 9692.81 

Absolute numbers in parentheses.    

 

As previously mentioned, outliers are present in the sample. As presented in Figure 1, 53 out of 

59 countries ranged up to 20 000 battle-related deaths, while the remaining countries ranged from 

20 000 to 166 796. Thus, the distribution of battle-related deaths in the sample is skewed due to 

the presence of some outliers.  

 

Figure 1  Histogram of the DV 

 

R Commander was used to generate the statistical results.  
 

The core assumption in least square regression analysis is that the expected relationship between 

two variables is linear (Powner, 2015:186). The theoretical argument of this thesis is that more 

attention from goodwill ambassadors leads to less battle-related deaths – a linear relationship. 

However, in Figure 2.1, a scatterplot of the DV and IV show a nonlinear relationship. In order to 

normalize the distribution of a nonlinear relationship, one variable are transformed to 

approximate a normal distribution. Log transformation relies on a mathematical constant, which 

recalculate a variables value and makes the relationship with the DV more linear (Powner, 
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2015:187). Thus, a log transformation makes outliers less influential in the analysis and the 

distribution of a histogram looks more normal (Ibid.). Figure 2.2 shows the log transformation of 

the DV against the original IV, which shows that the data still does not form a perfect line but is 

much closer to a linear relationship.  

 

Figure 2.1  A Nonlinear Relationship  Figure 2.2 A Log-Transformed Relationship 

 

R Commander was used to generate the statistical results.  

 

In the following statistical regression analysis, the logged transformed DV will be used instead of 

the original DV. Since the DV is included in all subsequent regression analysis, it will increase the 

general linearity with both the IV and the CVs. Therefore the IV and the CVs will not be log 

transformed.  

 

4.2 Statistical Results 

All statistical results of the ordinary least square regression analysis are reported in Table 3. The 

p-value presented in the regression table indicates the statistical significance of coefficients using 

asterisks. The results holds significance when p <0.1, which indicate a confidence level at 90%. 

Six models are presented in the regression, which are subsequently examined in this section. 
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Table 3. The effect of ambassador’s attention on battle-related deaths per country, 2000-2015. 

Variables Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 Model 5 Model 6 

Ambassadors 0.7489*** 

(4.141) 

0.6845*** 

(3.924) 

0.686244*** 

(3.765) 

6.473e-01** 

(3.426) 

6.341e-01** 

(3.373) 

6.061e-01** 

(3.143) 

Conflicts  

 

0.3931* 

(2.561) 

0.392689* 

(2.528) 

4.666e-01* 

(2.591) 

5.320e-01** 

(2.863) 

5.277e-01** 

(2.826) 

RegimeType 

 

  0.001919 

(0.036) 

-1.063e-03 

(-0.020) 

-1.507e-02 

(-0.281) 

-1.766e-02 

(-0.327) 

Population 

 

  

 

 -1.042e-09 

(-0.818) 

-1.946e-09 

(-1.349) 

-1.986e-09 

(-1.370) 

GDP 

 

    1.953e-13 

(1.306) 

2.095e-13 

(1.383) 

UN PKO      3.756e-01 

(0.716) 

Constant 6.6496*** 

(22.052) 

6.0133*** 

(15.817) 

6.009154*** 

(15.009) 

6.005e+00*** 

(14.951) 

5.916e+00*** 

(14.615) 

5.803e+00*** 

(13.313) 

R2 0.2312 0.3118 0.3119 0.3203 0.3415 0.3479 

Adjusted R2 0.2177 0.2873 0.2743 0.2699 0.2794 0.2727 

N 59 59 59 59 59 59 

Note: Ordinary least square regression. Figures are coefficient with t-value in parentheses.  
*** Significant at p < 0.001, ** p < 0 .01, * p < 0.05, . p <0,1 
R Commander was used to generate the statistical results.   

 

Model 1 presents the results of the bivariate regression between the dependent variable and the 

independent variable. The bivariate regression is conducted to examine whether there is a 

correlation between the DV and IV, before testing the robustness of the results with the 

complete model with all CVs. In Model 1, the number of goodwill ambassador’s attention has a 

positive and statistically significant effect. This result opposes the hypothesis that predicts a 

negative effect from an increased number of goodwill ambassadors on battle-related deaths. 

Hence, the hypothesis is not supported in the bivariate regression.   

When looking at Model 2, the first CV controls for the amount of conflicts there has been during 

the time period. In this model, Conflicts holds as predicted a statistically significant positive 

correlation with the DV, at p < 0.05. The amount of unique conflicts within a particular country 

shows, as predicted, a significant correlation with the number of recorded battle-related deaths. 

An explanation of this correlation seems rather natural, where an increasing number of armed 
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conflicts also lead to an increasing number of battle-related deaths. Furthermore, the result of 

Ambassadors in Model 2 remains statistically significant with a positive correlation, also opposing 

the hypothesis of the study.  

In the following Model 3 to 6, similar results are presented, where the additional CVs are 

presented one by one, although lacking statistical significance. Regime Type suggests, although not 

statistically significant, in Model 3 a positive correlation with the DV, followed by a negative and 

predicted correlation in both Model 4, 5 and 6 where more democratic countries experience less 

battle-related deaths. Population suggests a negative correlation, although with no statistically 

significance, with the DV in Model 4, 5 and 6, which oppose the predicted relationship which 

argues that an increased population size is predicted to increase the risk of civil conflict onset. 

Both GDP (Model 5 and 6) and UN PKO (Model 6) further suggests a positive correlation with 

the DV, although neither with a statistical significance, which indicate that a growing GDP and a 

presence of a UN peacekeeping operation increases the number of battle-related deaths, not 

decreasing it as suggested in theory. Noteworthy is that regime type, GDP nor population size 

have a significant effect on the levels of battle-related deaths. This implies that country specific 

characteristics do not increase the amount of killings in internal and internationalized armed 

conflicts.  

In Model 6 where all the variables are presented, only two variables are statistically significant – 

Ambassadors and Conflicts. The CV Conflicts which counts the number of conflicts shows with a 

99% confidence that an increased number of conflicts within a country increase the number of 

battle-related deaths. Furthermore, Model 2 is the model which contains the only two statistical 

significant variables Ambassadors and Conflicts, that also has the highest adjusted R2. Adjusted R2 

range from 0 to 1 which indicates the proportion of explained variation in the dependent variable 

based on the model. In Model 2, the R2 is 0,2873, thus an explanatory power of approximately 

29%. However, the explanatory power of Model 2 simultaneously confirm and oppose arguments 

of this thesis, where an increase of unique conflicts indeed increases killings, which likewise 

seems to increase by ambassadors attention. This indicates that there are several other 

explanatory factors influencing the levels of battle-related deaths that are not accounted for in 

this study.  

Nevertheless, the main independent variable of goodwill ambassadors shows a positive effect on 

battle-related deaths, which is opposing this thesis main argument. Hence, the fact that there is 

no correlation between goodwill ambassador’s attention and a decrease of battle-related deaths 



23 
 

could be an indicator of ambassadors paying attention to conflicts because of the severe violence 

already presence. This will be further discussed in Section 4.3.  

To summarize the statistical findings of the ordinary least square regression, the hypothesis that 

suggest a correlation between a high amount of ambassador attention and a low level of battle-

related deaths, is not supported. 

 

4.3 Analysis 

The hypothesis of this thesis argued that increasing attention by goodwill ambassadors would 

lead to less deadly conflicts, a hypothesis which did not find support in the study´s result. The 

results can be interpreted in two opposite directions. First, the theoretical approach of Media 

selectivity by Hawkins (2011) and the theory of Naming and shaming may simply be incorrect. 

The results of the regression analysis show a positive relationship between increasing goodwill 

ambassador’s attention and an increasing number of battle-related deaths, which oppose some 

core arguments of both Media selectivity and Naming and shaming theory. Hawkins (2011) 

argues that it is the least covered conflicts that are the most deadly. This is believed to be due to 

the lack of action from powerful global policy-makers that in itself is believed to be due to the 

non-existent coverage or attention of the conflict in the first place. As presented in Table 2, the 

observed conflicts were distributed equally between those who attracted attention by a goodwill 

ambassador and those that did not. Although, it was the conflicts that did attract attention that 

were the most deadly, contrary to what was theoretically anticipated. In Naming and shaming 

theory, it is argued that conflicting actors (mostly state actors) lowers the commandments of 

killing when being in the spotlight of global attention. If this interpretation of the results were 

correct, it would then suggest a revision of both theories conducted in this thesis.  

The interpretation would also favor research suggesting that celebrities, even those associated 

with trustworthy organizations like the UN, are drawn to conflicts that experience severe fatality 

(which most often also receive extensive media coverage). This would mean that the ability of 

non-policymakers connected to global opinion making (e.g. goodwill ambassadors) to influence 

foreign policy, and subsequently conflict intensity, does not have a significant impact as assumed 

by previous research (Gilboa 2016; Cooper 2007; Wheeler 2011).  

A second interpretation of the results would not question the theories of the study, but instead 

the methodological choices. This study is based on a cross-sectional study design where all 



24 
 

conflicts and recorded battle-related deaths are jointly examined within each country. The choice 

of design was limited due to the time constraints of this thesis, where a longitudinal study was 

initially preferred. A longitudinal examination of battle-related deaths and goodwill ambassador’s 

attention would make it possible to identify a potential change in conflict intensity over time 

(before and after a goodwill ambassador paid attention to a particular conflict). It is likely that the 

cross-sectional design conducted in this study, limited the examination of the goodwill 

ambassador’s attention to conflicts, and consequently reduced its potential impact on conflict 

intensity.  

An alternative explanation of the study´s results, besides the two previous mentioned 

interpretations, is that the UNHCRs goodwill ambassadors are drawn to particular conflicts 

because of their severe intensity. One explanation why this would be the case is their association 

with the UN agency UNHCR, which concentrate their work to the most crucial emergencies 

around the world, often caused by conflict. The UNHCR goodwill ambassadors may then be 

influenced by the agency’s work of which they are associated with. The ambassador’s appeal to 

the most deadly conflicts can thus be explained – they pay attention to those conflicts UNHCR 

already operates around, which in turn are those most catastrophic that displaces most people, 

which of natural reasons may cause most battle-related deaths.  

 

5. Summary & Conclusion 

This thesis represents an initial examination of goodwill ambassador’s ability to influence conflict 

intensity. There is a gap in the media-conflict research field and in the ongoing debate over 

celebrity diplomacy where little, if any, quantitative research have examined whether celebrities 

associated with trustworthy organizations have the ability to influence conflict intensity. A gap 

this thesis aims to fill. The hypothesis of this thesis suggests a negative relationship between 

increasing attention by goodwill ambassadors and conflict intensity (measured by battle-related 

deaths, building upon the approach of Media selectivity and Naming and shaming theory. 

However, the findings of the regression presents results opposing the hypothesis, where 

increasing attention by goodwill ambassadors leads to increasing numbers of battle-related deaths 

within each country. As the study jointly examines both the DV and the IV over the years 2000-

2015, one can conclude that the goodwill ambassador’s attention has no general influence over 

conflict intensity. Furthermore, the only theoretically anticipated result that was statistically 
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significant was the positive correlation between the number of unique conflicts within a particular 

country and the number of battle-related deaths.  

The findings of this study favor previous literature that suggest a less emphasize of celebrity 

diplomacy´s impact on foreign policy. However, as mentioned in the previous section, an 

alternative interpretation of the results could question the methodological choices of this study. 

As the lack of quantitative studies is a research problem of the ongoing debate on whether 

celebrity democracy is a significant factor of conflict intensity – the study of this thesis may 

instead require a temporal study rather than a cross-sectional as conducted in this thesis. Hence, 

the results of this study may not support the hypothesis of goodwill ambassador’s influence over 

conflict intensity, but it does not mean that it is wrong. A longitudinal study could confirm the 

same hypothesis, when examining the causal relationship before and after goodwill ambassadors 

paid attention to a conflicting country. Thus, the theoretical arguments of Media selectivity and 

Naming and shaming may be supported through a temporal study and could consequently not be 

rejected based on the results of this study.   

This thesis aimed to fill the gap of the non-existing quantitative research of celebrity diplomacy´s 

influence over conflict intensity in order to contribute to the media-conflict research field. Even 

though this study did not find support of the correlation between goodwill ambassador’s 

attention and a decrease of battle-related deaths, it contributed to the field with an initial study 

that others can build further research upon. In such way, one can argue that it contributed to 

begin to fill the existing gap.   

Additional research is needed to fully understand this phenomenon within media and conflict 

studies. Future research should attempt to examine the goodwill ambassador’s work on a yearly 

basis, to examine if their attention affected conflict intensity in a temporal manner. This study 

only examined celebrities appointed by the UN agency UNHCR, which resulted in a biased study 

towards UNHCR. Future research should include goodwill ambassadors from a wider range of 

organizations, to enable more generalizable results.  

Future research may also examine (in quantitative studies) whether celebrities associated with 

organizations like UNHCR pay attention to different conflicts than celebrities that are not 

associated with any organization. In such way it is possible to see if scholars that are skeptical 

against celebrity diplomacy are right in their assumption that celebrities only pay attention to 

conflicts that already gained media coverage, or if it varies between different celebrities.  
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Another interesting direction for future research could be to investigate goodwill ambassador’s 

ability to affect foreign policy in comparison to mass media. As discussed in Section 1.2, certain 

insecurity in the existing decision-making apparatus is needed in order for mass media to change 

foreign policy in the first place. Future research could examine if the same policy insecurity is 

needed in the case of goodwill ambassador’s ability to change foreign policy and consequently 

conflict intensity.       

Finally, even though this study did not find support for a correlation between an increase of 

goodwill ambassador’s attention and a decrease in battle-related deaths, one can wonder if the 

death toll in the examined conflicting countries would have been even higher with an absence of 

attention.     
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Appendices 

Appendix I: Codebook 

This codebook presents the variables in the constructed dataset of this thesis, and provides 

explanations concerning the treatment of the sources consulted. 

 

A. SideA 

The variable indicates the name of the country, which was collected from the country code by 

Gleditsch & Ward (2013), for the active state on side A. Side A is always the government side in 

intrastate conflicts. Information on the variable was collected from the UCDP Battle-Related 

Deaths Dataset (UCDP, 2015). 

B. TotalBdBest 

The variable indicates the total number of the UCDP Best estimate for battle-related deaths 

(UCDP, 2015) in the country, during 2000-2015. Data of the variable was collected from the 

UCDP Battle-Related Deaths Dataset (UCDP, 2015).  

C. Attention 

The variable is dichotomous, measuring whether any goodwill ambassador has paid attention (1) 

or not paid attention (0) to a particular country. Information of the variable was collected from 

UNHCRs webpage (UNHCR, 2016a).  

D. Ambassador 

The variable is a count variable and measures the number of UNHCR goodwill ambassadors, out 

of a total 20 that has paid attention to a certain country. Information of the variable was collected 

from UNHCRs webpage (UNHCR, 2016a).  

E. RegimeType 

The variable control for the regime type by conducting the combined autocracy-democracy score 

from the Polity IV data, which ranges from +10 (strongly democratic) to -10 (strongly 

autocratic), where instances of “standardized authority scores” (i.e., -66, -77 and -88) applies to 

the POLITY2 variable which convert these scores to fit within the conventional range (Marshall, 

Gurr and Jaggers, 2015). The variable calculate the mean out of the available polity scores during 

2000-2015. 
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F. GDP 

The variable indicates the mean of a certain country´s GDP in constant U.S. dollars, expressed in 

its natural logarithm, during 2000-2015 (World Bank, 2016a).  

G. Population 

The variable indicates the mean of a certain country´s population size (including all residents) 

during 2000-2015, where data is gathered from The World Bank (2016b). 

H. Conflicts 

The variable counts the number of unique armed conflicts within each country included in the 

study, during the set timeframe (2000-2015). The data on armed conflicts has been collected from 

the UCDP Armed Conflict Dataset and does not exclude any type of armed conflict (UCDP, 

2016).  

I. UNPKO 

The variable specifies whether there has been any UN peacekeeping operation presence within 

each country, during 2000-2015 (United Nations, 2016b; United Nations, 2016c). The variable is 

dichotomous, measuring (1) for presence and (0) for absence of UN peacekeeping operations.  
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Appendix II: Countries  

Following table presents the 59 countries that experienced internal and/or internationalized 

armed conflict(s) during the time frame (2000-2015), and the total number of battle-related 

deaths (Brd) within each country.  

Country N of Brd 

Afghanistan 94 020 

Algeria 6 129 

Angola 2 726 

Azerbaijan 198 

Bangladesh 119 

Burundi 5 764 

Cambodia 29 

Cameroon 669 

Central African Republic 867 

Chad 4 401 

China 36 

Colombia 9 070 

Djibouti 35 

Democratic Republic of Congo 5 802 

Egypt 973 

Eritrea 57 

Ethiopia 1 528 

Georgia 648 

Guinea 649 

Haiti 244 

India 17 676 

Indonesia 3.021 

Iran 872 

Iraq 44 786 

Israel 6 321 

Ivory Coast 845 

Kenya 39 
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Liberia 2 677 

Libya 2 728 

Lebanon 202 

Macedonia 72 

Malaysia 70 

Mali 1 633 

Mauritania 55 

Mozambique 27 

Myanmar 4 455 

Nepal 9 426 

Niger 299 

Nigeria 12 054 

Pakistan 28 362 

Peru 150 

Philippines 14 532 

Russia 10 224 

Rwanda 4 489 

Senegal 144 

Sierra Leone 430 

Somalia 15 348 

Sri Lanka 26 677 

South Sudan 3 787 

Sudan 22 237 

Syria 166 796 

Thailand 1 730 

Tajikistan 172 

Turkey 4 914 

Uganda 6 630 

Ukraine 5 658 

USA 5 107 

Uzbekistan 508 

Yemen 12 759 
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Appendix III: Goodwill Ambassadors 

This list presents the 20 UNHCR International Goodwill Ambassadors that was active during the 

timeframe 2000 to 2015. The ambassadors are presented by name and year of appointment, 

followed by a list of all their eventual fieldtrips during the same timeframe. 

 

Adel Imam: 2000. Iraq, Sudan, Syria, Yemen. 

Aidos Sagat: 2013. 

Alek Wek: 2013. South Sudan. 

Arja Saijonmaa: 1987. 

Angelina Jolie: 2001. Afghanistan, Angola, Bosnia, Cambodia, Chad, Colombia, Darfur, DR 

Congo, Ecuador, Haiti, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Kosovo, Libya, Myanmar, Namibia, 

Pakistan, Russia, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Tanzania, Thailand. 

Barbara Hendricks: 1987. Eritrea, Ivory Coast, Mali, Somalia, Sudan. 

Cate Blanchett: 2016. Syria. 

George Dalaras: 2006. Liberia. 

Ger Duany: 2015. Kenya. 

Giorgio Armani: 2002. 

Iskui Abalyan: 2015. 

Jesus Vazquez: 2008. Somalia, Syria, Tunisia. 

Julien Clerc: 2003. Nigeria, Sudan. 

Jung Woo Sung: 2015. Bhutan, South Sudan, Syria. 

Khaled Hosseini: 2006. Afghanistan, Chad, Syria. 

Muazzez Ersoy: 2006. Somalia, Turkey. 

Osvaldo Laport: 2006. Colombia, DR Congo, Syria. 

Rokia Traoré: 2015. Mali. 

Sheikha Rima Al Sabah: 2015. 

Yao Chen: 2013. Afghanistan, Myanmar, Somalia, Syria. 


