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Abstract 
 
This paper will analyze and compare different case studies to see if there are trends in case 
study research. It has gathered data from the last 12 months and will present each of the 22 
cases presented in a few sentences.  
 
The ambition is to find trends in both the theme of the study but also how the data was 
collected. The data is defined in small groups and from that the conclusion is that case studies 
from the last year mostly is about climate changes.  
 
Climate changes is an important subject for the world today and by that the result was not 
shocking. Data collection is very different case to case to trends in that topic is hard to 
identify.  
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Introduction 
 
A case study is a way to find the complexity of one single case. We use it as a tool to study 
something that you feel need to be look into. (Stake, 1995) The technique of using case study 
to present data is one of the oldest and most important there is. (Jocher, 1928) The very first 
case study is believed created in 1829 by Frederic Le Play who used it as a way to manage his 
family budget. (Abou-Elgheit, 2014)  
At first it was looked on with suspicion but there came out great literature during the 40s and 
after that it was clear that case studies was something to reckon with.  (Symonds, Ellis, 1945) 
 
In more modern days Klaus & Huber (2006) has written that a case study is a method of 
knowledge and some even think it is a scientific method. Today case studies is used in the 
most disciplines, but mostly in economics, medicine and physiology. It is also used in 
education, but not only in discussion but also in scientific subjects and areas where the 
participants has different opinions. A subject that has been discussed in more than 100 years 



is what is appropriate in marketing. There are different opinions in this subject and the risk 
for conflicts is rising. But case studies is also used by entrepreneurs, this area was few 
theories so you have to mimic others. (Klaus & Huber, 2006)  “There are many ways that the 
case study can be conducted and each discipline uses it own variants” (Verschuren, 2003, 
p121)  
  
“We study a case when it itself is of very special interest” (Stake, 1995) But what is this 
interest Stake is writing about, is it just random or does the interest have a source? Both 
(Bleaney et al, 2008) and (Millar & Vallèe, 2009) made case studies about finance crises just 
after the big crises. Was that just a coincidence or does it follow a pattern? The purpose of 
this study is to see if there are any trends today and has it something to do with the talking 
points at this moment. Focus is to find trends in the theme of the case study but also if there 
are trends in the progress of data collection.  
  
Methods 
 
This study will show the reader what case studies is about today. It will show what the most 
common theme is in this scientific method. It is all based on secondary sources, 22 case 
studies from the last 12 months. The studies are explained and then placed in different topics. 
From these topics possible trends should be revealed, to make it clearer a bar diagram was 
constructed.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Presentation of data 
 
Below is a presentation of case studies, these are the one I’ve used and analyzed to see if 
there are links between them. It will present what the subject was about but also how the data 
was collected.  
  
This case study is about risks in food. They interviewed 50 people who was in the beef 
industry and others from similar positions. Interviews were about 1 hour long. (Davidson, 
Jones & Parkins, (2016) 
  
(Grover & Froese, 2016) This is a case study about construction workers knowledge 
managements. They use a BIM-based social platform with employees on a Canadian firm.  
  
Wine choice experiment in China about higher price gives higher quality is taken from 
(Palma, de Dios-Ortúzar, Ignacio-Rizzi, Angelo-Guevara, Casaubon & Ma, 2016) They used 
a computer based stated-choice survey. 180 respondents but only 168 were valid at the end. 
They focused on three different groups: Experts (21), Regular consumers (81) and Students 
(66). 
  
A case study if there is a connection between Microcephaly* (birth defect) and the Zika virus. 
They used two women in their first pregnancy, both from Brazil. Then they took test among 
the whole period of pregnancy and even after the babies was born. (Calvet et al., 2016) 
  
A case study about CO2 emissions and the large growth in the cross-border supply chain. 
They have used a compact pick-up truck as the model, then they collected data by calculate 
distance between important destinations on Google Maps. An Automobile need about 
200.000-300.000 parts and everything has to be shipped from the supplier. This study is made 
in eastern of Asia. (Nakamichi, Hanaoka & Kawahara, 2016). 
  
A case study about instructional design and facilitation of a MOOC (Massive Open Online 
Sources) with the purpose to change attitudes on human trafficking. They performed two 
interviews with the instructor and instructional designer were made. Then data was collected 
from an end-of course survey with 54 respondents and a follow-up questionnaire with 319 
respondents. (Lee Watson, Loizzo, Watson, Mueller, Lim & Ertmer, 2016) 
  
A case study about architecture and how to do the correct design decision making. Due the 
uncertainty with the weather and new energy standards it can be a hard task. They have used 
4 different hourly weather data and 3 buildings in Genève. (Agarwal, Rastogi, Peltier, Pastore 
& Andersen, 2016) 
  



A case study about supply chain collaboration and think more green in high-technology 
industries. They collected data from samples companies from countries from eastern Asia. 
They studied 2 different components which gave them a total of 1054 valid samples. (Yan, 
Chien & Yang, 2016) 
  
A case study about energy using at a farm in Germany. They do this research because of the 
environmental problems in the world. The farm is located in München and have a system 
running for over the past 20 years were the data come from. (Lin, Huber, Gerl & Hülsbergen, 
2016) 
  
In the process of photosynthesis water is essential. In this Case study they sample leaf water 
content from Winter wheat. Ningxia Huizu, China is the located study area. They studied 4 
1kmx1km plots and then measured it with 3 different indexes. (Zhao, Wang, Yao, Du, Zhang, 
Li & Zhao, 2016) 
  
“Databases and data repositories provide essential functions for the research community by 
integrating, curating, archiving and otherwise packaging data to facilitate discovery and 
reuse” (Reiser et al., 2016, p1) It’s hard to find funding to those databases so this is a case 
study about subscription-based funding. Used Google analytics to see usage patterns on 
TIAR. (User-based funding) 
  
A case study to get preschool children to be more physical active in school. Two teachers 
used 2 different physical activity interventions to make the physical activity opportunity per 
day higher. 16 preschools over 3 years in Columbia, South Carolina. The staff sampled the 
data by field notes, participation records and interviews with the teachers. (Howie, Brewer, 
Dowda, McIver, Saunders & Pate, 2016) 
  
A case study about water harvesting systems, locating water harvesting ponds. To help from 
drought periods. It was performed in Ethiopia by using a physical based model. (Dile, 
Karlberg, Daggupati, Srinivasen, Wiberg & Rockström, 2016) 
  
“Using data from the Green Bank Telescope, we analyze the radio continuum (free-free) and 
radio recombination line (RRL) emission of the compact H II region NGC 7538 (Sharpless 
158).”(Luisi, Anderson, Balser, Bania & Wenger, 2016, p1.)  An advanced case study that 
goes into space, they did their own observations.  
  
A case study about lung cancer. They used a 48 years old man with the disease and implanted 
the blood from him into a mice. I was performed in the UK by doctors. (Morrow et al., 2016)  
 
 



A case study about swimming performance of fishes, fishes gets tired in higher water flow 
speed. Used 23 gobies from Detroit river, USA. (Gilbert, Barbarich, Casselman, Kasurak, 
Higgs & Tierney, 2016) 
  
A case study about sub visible particles, examined protein products with different methods. 
(Ríos Quiroz et al, 2016) 
  
“Using a case study of the tea producer Eastern Produce Malawi, this research investigates 
which factors which influence companies upstream in the global supply chains to adopt a 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) agenda.”(Mzembe, Lindgreen, Maon, & Vanhamme, 
2016, p165) CSR – It is like a business model focusing on ethical and norms. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corporate_social_responsibility) Did interviews with 
stakeholders, employees and government people in Malawi and the UK.  
  
“This study was carried out in the framework of the ICON project (Integrated Assessment of 
Contaminant Impacts on the North Sea) and aimed (1) to evaluate the toxicity of marine 
sediments using a battery of rapid toxicity bioassays, and; (2) to explore the applicability and 
data interpretation of in vitro toxicity profiling of sediment extracts obtained from ex situ 
passive sampling.”(Dick Vethaak, Hamers, Martínez-Gómez, Kamstra, de Weert, Leonards & 
Smedes, 2016, p1) Measure toxicity in different waters. 12 Samples from 4 different location 
in north of Europe.  
 
“This study aimed to investigate the role of different actors/stakeholders in informal waste 
recycling/trading system in the Dehradun city, India” (Suthar, Rayal & Ahada, 2016, p104) 
Population about 580.000, Personal interviews with 47 recyclists and a large number of 
others. 
  
A case study about links between hydrolocial drought and climate changes. To help predict 
and control future droughts. Columbia River (USA) Monthly streamflow 1960-2012. They 
got the data from US Geological survey. They also used 3 different river stations along the 
river. (Huang, Huang, Chang & Leng, 2016) 
  
“Lately, there has been a growing interest in how to include biodiversity in life cycle 
assessment (LCA).” (Lindqvist, Palme & Lindner, 2016, p190) A case study using two 
different methods to compare. One about species richness and the other on ecosystem 
indicators. It was performed in a forest in southern Sweden. 
  
 
 
 
 



Analyze 
 
The case studies was categorized in different topics group to easier find trends.  
The result is shown below using a bar diagram: 

 
(Fig 1) 
Every bar represent each of the 6 topics that was created. Climate changes had the most with 
10. Four was categorized in Human Health, three in online services and two in Food & 
Drinks. It was hard to categorize to last two so they got their own groups: Space and 
Improvement at the Workplace. (Some in Climate changes is more about nature but I think it 
is because of the climate changes.)  
 
There seems to be a very popular topic in climate changes when the data was examined. 
Nakamichi et al, (2016), Agarwal et al, (2016) Yan et al, (2016) Lin et al, (2016)Lin et al, 
(2016) Zhao et al, (2016) Dile et al, (2016) Gilbert et al (2016) Dick-Vethaak et al, (2016) 
Huang et al, (2016) & Lindqvist et al, (2016) all these case studies had something to do with 
the climate changes.  
 
Climate changes are a big deal today, even so that Lord Nicholas Stern fears for his 
grandchildren after he told people what was agreed at the UN climate meeting in Paris. 
(Lindisfarne & Rayner, 2016) 
 



There were two different cases that discuss and examined 2 different types of sickness, Lung 
cancer(Morrow et al, 2016) & the Zika virus (Calvet et al). But in this category of Human 
Health also (Howie, 2016) was placed together with the one with risks with food (Davidson et 
al, 2016).  
  
The studies was all presented and analyzed in different ways. Some used a few people as test 
subject like Morrow, 2016 and some a lot like Lee Watson, (2016).  
 
Conclusion 
 
So are there any trends in case study research today?  
 
There seems to be a very popular topic in climate changes when all the data was analyzed. 
Nearly half of the amount of case studies that was analyzed was about climate changes. It is 
also a big discussion point today as Lord Nicholas Stern was heard talking about the UN 
meeting. Trends in case studies will always come and go but it will mostly be based on things 
that are the big talking points in the world. No case studies is alike and there will always be 
some that don’t follow the trends.  
 
The data collection in case studies is very different case to case. It depends completely on 
what kind of data that is most relevant.  
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