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ABSTRACT
Nomadic tourism is one of the important potentials of ecotourism in Iran. Since, it is a
completely new area in ecotourism of Iran, it is necessary to have a firm foundation for its
planning to achieve the successful sustainable development based on its capabilities.
Nomadic tourism is a so sensitive area which for its sustainable development there is a need
to a planning which considers different aspects affecting it. Since the tribal nomadic women
have a key role in nomadic tribal lifestyle, the tribal nomadic women are the key factors who
should be considered in nomadic tourism development planning. There are a lot of nomadic
tribes in territories of Fars province; then Fars has a high potential of nomadic tourism. In this
research, a group of nomadic women of the “Khamseh Tribes”, is studied. The region of the
study is “Bavanat” in Fars province. The reason for the selection of this “tribes” in this region
is that this group has been more easily available for study than the other groups. Also this
group has been the only group of nomads in Fars province which during less than 3 years,
more than 4500 tourists has visited them.
This research is a kind of qualitative descriptive researches which follows the qualitative
methods for gathering data and information through the field works. The field work is
consisted of interview, direct observation, interview through the focus group, taking films
and photos, etc.
Research concludes that the Khamseh tribal women have great contribution to ecotourism in
Bavanat even if their activities have been started since 3 years ago.
Economic impacts are still remained to be evaluated in years to come (it is soon to be
commented); but a few cultural and environmental impacts of ecotourism development have
been considered and analyzed in the research. It seems that careful policies and planning
must be considered for the future development of ecotourism in Bavanat as well as Fars
province.
Key Words: Ecotourism, Role, Tribal women, Bavanat, Khameh
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CHAPTER 1:
RERSEARCH
DESIGN
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1-1 Concept and Definitions



Ecotourism :

Ecotourism is a fuzzy concept; defined and named in many different ways
(Bjork,1995).such as nature tourism, adventure tourism, green tourism, sustainable tourism
and etc.
The ecotourism concept can be divided into two words eco and tourism. Mill (1990, p.
21).Eco: According to (Hetzer, 1965), the word ‘eco’ refers to the “ecology” conception.
According to ‘Oxford Dictionary ‘the word ecology is a noun and defined as: study of the
relationship between living organisms and their environment (especially pertaining to issues
such as pollution); environment as it connects or relates to living organisms
There are many definitions for the word of ‘Ecotourism’. `Each Expert and tourism scientist
according to his/her dimensions of view has special definition(s) of this concept. For
example: Ecotourism = tourism based principally upon natural and archaeological resources
such as birds and other wildlife, scenic areas, reefs, caves, fossil sites, archaeological sites,
wetlands, and areas of rare or endangered species (Hetzer, 1965).
Ecotourism = tourism that involves travelling to relatively undisturbed or uncontaminated
natural areas with the specific objective of admiring, studying, and enjoying the scenery and
its wild plants and animals, as well as any cultural features (both past and present) found in
the areas (Ceballos-LascuraÂ, 1991).
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Ecotourism = tourism to natural areas that fosters environmental understanding,
appreciation and conservation and sustains the culture and well-being of local communities
(Young, 1992).
Ecotourism = an activity where the tourist travels to nature areas in order to admire, study
and enjoy the existing nature and culture in a way that does not exploit the resources, but
contribute to the conservation of the genuine environment (Bjork,1995).
(Bjork , 2000) provided a framework for the actors in ecotourism performance as below(
Figure 1-1) and according to this framework and also the definitions such as above
definitions of eco tourism concept and the conception of the word of ‘ecology’ he has a more
complete definition of the ecotourism . It is: an activity where the authorities, the tourism
industry, tourists and local people co-operate to make it possible for tourists to travel to
genuine areas in order to admire, study and enjoy nature and culture in a way that does not
exploit the resource, but contributes to sustainable development.
With respect to the subject of this research, the latest understanding of “ecotourism” is
more acceptable to us.

Figure 1-1. The central actors in ecotourism
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According to the scientists such as (Bjork, 2000), ecotourism should be sustainable. In the
other word the consideration of the concept of ‘sustainability’ will complete the
understanding of the word of ‘eco tourism’


Sustainable Tourism

The concept of sustainable tourism is young and scientists are all still learning about it
(McKercher, 2003). There are more than seventy definitions of sustainable development
currently in circulation (Holmberg and Sandbrook, 1992). . The more acceptable definition of
sustainable development is as The Bruntland report (1987) defined it to be’ meeting the needs
of the present generation without compromising the ability of future generation to meet their
own needs’ , because Tourism Organization with using the Bruntland definition defines
sustainable tourism to be:
Sustainable tourism development meets the need of present tourists and host regions while
protecting and enhancing opportunity for the future. It is envisaged as leading to management
of all resources in such a way that economic, social, and aesthetic needs can be fulfilled while
maintaining cultural integrity, essential ecological process, and biological diversity, and life
support system.


Cultural Tourism

It seems that there is no one all-encompassing definition. 2Basically, cultural tourism
means experiencing a cultural activity while outside your home community.
Hughes (1996) argues that cultural tourism “tends to be applied to trips whenever cultural
resources are visited regardless of initial motivation. The term is limited by a failure to
include entertainment. This definition classifies those tourists who want to “experience
culture in the sense of a distinct way of life” as ethnic tourism.

2

http:// creativity.ca/news/special-edition/02-cultural-tourism.html
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Stebbins (1996) defines cultural tourism as to be” a genre of special interest tourism based on
the search for and participation in new and deep cultural experiences, whether aesthetic,
intellectual, emotional, or psychological”. I prefer this definition, because it includes any
experience that brings one culture in contact with another for the specific purpose of that
contact, in a touring situation.

 Nomadic Tribal Tourism
The researcher could not find any special definition of nomadic tourism; but since tourists
are taken to the nature and become familiar with the nomadic tribal culture through the
nomadic tourism, then it can be said that nomadic tourism is a sub-group of ecotourism
and cultural tourism. Then I provided following diagram:

Nomadic tribal tourism

Ecotourism

Cultural tourism

Figure 1-2 Definition of Nomadic Tourism

1-2 Statement and Importance of the Topic
Undoubtedly, tourism industry is one of the most important industries in providing of job
and revenue and nowadays countries try to invest in this industry seriously; they try to find,
improve, and even enhance their tourism potentials in their territories .in other word they try
to achieve their capacity in different braches of tourism industry , according to their abilities.
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Ecotourism which is one of the tourism branches, (according to one of the 3more valid
and acceptable definitions is: “an activity where the tourist travels to nature areas in order to
admire, study and enjoy the existing nature and culture in a way that does not exploit the
resources, but contribute to the conservation of the genuine environment” (BjoÈ rk,1995).) ,
is one of the most growth branches of this industry.
It is estimated that, while the growth rate of the whole tourism industry is about 4%, the
growth rate of ecotourism (a sub branch of tourism industry) is about (10-30) %( Karami,
1999.p.21)
Iran is one of the countries which have a grate potential in having the tourism and
ecotourism attractions. According to WTO (World Tourism Organization), Iran is between
the first 10 countries in historical and cultural attractions. Also it is one of the first 5 countries
in ecotourism and continent and climate varieties (Ashrafi, 2007, p.21), but most of those
potentials do not reform to the real tourism attractions, or have settled down in a weak point.
If they can be improving, modify and change to the practicable tourism having, it is possible
to solve many of Iran’s problems in providing the job and revenue. Further more, it is
possible to pass important steps in maintaining the culture and nature heritages. In other
word, closeness to sustainable development, which is a nice dream for Iran, will be possible
through this way .but at the present period, the number of tourists arrival of Iran, is less than
100,000 persons, and according to the latest announced statistics from Cultural heritages and
Tourism Organization, in 2006, there were just 2.2% ecotourists among whole unimportant
number of tourists arrival of Iran (Ashrafi, 2007,p.21).
One of the important ecotourism potentials is nomadic lifestyle of Iran. Although natural
conditions and social unequal have made many difficulties in Nomadic life, Nomads
3

Ecotourism is a fuzzy concept , defined and named in many different ways :
Ecotourism= Eco tour ,Eco travel, Equivocation ,Ecologically sensitive adventures , Eco cruise , Eco safari, Eco
expedition and of course ,Ecotourism (Wight , P. 1993; Eco: Ethics or Eco-cell? , Journal of Travel Research
,Vol.31,No.3,pp.3-9)
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themselves provide most of their supplies and have not forgotten the ancient tradition of
Iranian hospitality. It seems that hospitality is a part of their nature (Najafi, 2002). They
receive the guests without any prospect. According to tourism theories this kind of hospitality
is “4private hospitality” (Heal, 1990). Private hospitality is a suitable context for
“5Commercial Hospitality”. Commercial hospitality can include of the parts of tourism
industry, such as hotels, restaurant, etc., which receive profit and money for their services.
Nomad tourism development can change this potential to the practice. Nomad tourism is a
branch of ecotourism which invites tourists to the nature and nomadic life through. And make
the tourists familiar with their culture and lifestyle.
In today industrial life which human kind is tired of its tumult, and sometimes seek calmness
just through even the animals friendship, Nomads hospitality can supply this need.
There are many people from different parts of the world, who have travel to the Nomads
lifestyle and name it travel to the magic world! And claim that this travel is the most
memorable and the best parts of their travel to Iran and even the world. There is 6a travel
agency in “Bazm village in Fars province of Iran” which with having a little possibility,
during less than 3 years has hosted more than 4500 tourists. This travel agency invites the
tourists to the nomad’s places. It can be as a document for above claim. UNESCO has
encouraged the activities of the travel agency (according to the official document which are
presented in the travel agency).
The census report of planning and management organization of Iran, (this is the most up to
date information at the time of this research) in 1997, shows that women are constituted more
than 40% of Nomad’s population of Iran. They take and do the more parts of responsibilities
in their life. The woman is a wife and at the same time, she nurture the children, milk,
4

Private Hospitality acts by individuals towards individuals in a private setting such as the home; one individual
hosting another, without concern of reimbursement(Kozak, 2006)

5
6

Commercial Hospitality : meals, beverages, lodging, and entertainment provided for profit(Kozak, 2006)
Bavangasht Travel Agency
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produces the dairy, handicrafts, work tools, cooks the food, provides fuel, carries the water
for daily use, cleans the home, washes the clothes and dishes, and even tends flocks. Also she
hosts the guests. Because of that, the Nomadic lifestyle is itself an important tourist
attraction, then it can be said that she plays the first role in Nomadic tourism. It is necessary
to know that, according to not feminism equality in Nomadic societies, people of some tribes
even do not count their daughter in the number of their children. For example if there is a
family with 3 sons and 2 daughter and you ask them about the amount of their children, they
answer 3 children and 2 daughters!!
Knowing the role of Nomad’s women as an important and key factor in Nomadic tourism
can be as an important guide for knowing the problems, showing the solution and guideline in
run, and as a result in Iran’s tourism development.
With above explanation, the goal of this research is to study the life of nomad’s women as an
important ecotourism attraction and the ways of their participation in tourism industry. Also
the effects of tourists entrance to their life will be investigated through this research.
In this research, a group of nomadic women from the “Ghani” “Tire”, of “Arab” “Tayefe”
of “Khamseh” tribe, is studied. The region of study is “Bavanat” in Fars province of Iran. The
reason for the selection of this tribe in this region is that this group has been more easily
available for study than the other groups. Also this group has been 7the only group of nomads
in Fars province which during less than 3 years, more than 4500 tourists has visited them.
Then the study of effects of the arrival of these tourists on nomadic women could be
considered as a guiding which can be used for ecotourism development in the future.
Approximately, the nomadic lifestyle, tribal women, and the nomadic tourist attraction follow
a unique pattern in Iran; then the result of this research can be as a base for nomadic tourism
development planning in other parts of the country.
7

Interview with Mr.Barzegar , the manager of Bavangasht Travel Agency at 1386/3/12
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1-3

Objectives of the Research

With respect to the above explanations, the main objective of this research is to study the
role of the nomadic women in tourism development.
The minor aims are:
1- Finding the parts of tourism industry which the nomadic women are active in.
2- The study of the effects of lifestyle and production of nomadic women on tourists’
attraction.
3- Finding the abilities and potentials of nomadic women for more active attendance in
tourism industry.

1-4

Research Hypothesis

1- The tribal women have a key role in nomadic tribal tourism.
2- Nomadic tourism is a great potential for sustainable development of Bavanat.

1-5

Necessity and Importance of the Subject

The area of the Fars province of Iran is about 123946 km2; it is about 7.52% of whole
of the country. It is the forth vast province of Iran. This province has a lot of capability in
agriculture, different industries and mines, as it is the first province in agriculture
productions and the sixth province in having the operating mines; Also it has a lot of
capability in oil industry, such as the discovery of gas square in this province (Tabnak,
Aghar) and the neighbors, (Asaluye and South Pars (it is the largest independent
discovered gas mine in the world)); also there is more possibility for more gas mine
finding. Then a light future is considered in the 20 years development planning for Fars
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province. But the fossils sources are not perpetuity; then the economy which is based on
them is unsustainable. Therefore, there is a serious necessity for finding a firm economic
support. Fars province is a historical region with a lot of climate and geographical
diversity, and also the different nomads and tribes with special lifestyle live there, which
can provide a lot of ecotourism attractions. Then ecotourism can be a suitable context for
achieving the sustainable development.
The population of Fars province in 2006 is about 3956733 persons.
Unemployment rate in the spring of 2007 is about 10.8% which is approximately equal to
average unemployment rate of Iran. This rate with respect to the 1996 which has been about
10.3% has a growth equal to0.4%. The statistics show that 20% of active population with age
of 15-29years old has been unemployed in this year. This rate for women is more than the
men and for cities than the villages, too. Above indicators show that employment rate in Fars
is not in suitable shape, especially with respect to the Fars capability. On the other hand for
ecotourism (in special nomadic tourism) development, there is more need to skilled human
resources than basic installations such as hotels restaurant. Then it can provide a lot of job
opportunities, and it can be considered as a solution for unemployment problem in Fars.
Although Nomads society are deprived, they have rich cultures which show the symbols
of ancient Iranian cultures in some ways (this is an important tourism potential); Then
making an exact combination of these two (tourism and nomads society), it is possible to
solve some parts of the economic problems in nomadic societies.
Because of that, the tribal women play the main role in nomadic tourism, knowing her
characteristic and the way of her engagement in ecotourism, her problems in this field, and
also her abilities, it is possible to have better planning for sustainable ecotourism
development. Further more, in nomadic societies, the tribal woman is culture transferor. Then
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cultural programming and modifications for ecotourism (nomadic tourism) development do
better with respect to the woman, because they actually are the family cultural manager.

1-6 Application of the Results
This research can be used as a base for future study on ecotourism (in special nomadic
tourism) development, because woman play the first role in nomadic tourism, with providing
the services and tourist attractions.
The original lifestyle of the tribes of nomads is the tourist attraction. In the other word the
settled down tribes do not have the original lifestyle, then can not be as the suitable tourist
attraction (in nomadic tourism). Therefore this research can prepare a context for reviewing
the subject of settling the tribes; then it can be as a step toward maintaining the human
cultural heritage for introduction to the world and future generations.
With above explanations this research can be useful for:
1. Researchers, professors, students and everybody who study on nomadic tourism and
ecotourism.
2. Nomads Organizations
3. Tourism, Handicrafts and Cultural Heritages Organization
4. Agricultural Organization
5. Women’s Organizations
6. UNESCO
7. etc.

1-7

Research Questions

1- Which parts of nomadic tourism the women are active in?
12

2- How do nomad’s women’s lifestyle and their products affect on tourist’s attraction?
3- What is the potentials and capability of nomad’s women for attending the tourism?

1-8

Research Methods
This research is a type of descriptive and documentary research; and the methods

which are used in this research are of the types of qualitative methods.
For this research, both primary and secondary data and information were used.
The primary data were gathered by:
1- Interview through the focus groups, which it was done by some steps like:
a. Preparing the text of interview.
b. Making 3 focus group with about 10 tribe’s women as their members
c. The discussion’s sections are done. The sections organized in their tents (Siah
Chador).Before start of the discussions, at first I explained about the debate a little,
and then they continued to discuss, and whenever it was needed, I managed the
discussions through the provided questions.
2- Interview with the manager of the “Bavangasht Travel Agency”, his wife, some more
developed women of the tribe, and everybody who can provide any kind of information in
relation to the thesis topic.
3- Investigation on tourists’ opinions about their travel to Bavanat and the tribe’s places.

13

CHAPTER 2:
LITRATURE
REVIEW

14

For having a general literature on the topic it is needed to have some basic definitions
and discussion on Nomads, Pastoralism life style in the world. For achieving this goal I
mostly use the references such as “M.H Crawford and W.R Leonard, 2002”, and ( F. Fraser
Darling and Mary A. Farvar,?).

2-1 An Overview of Nomadic Pastoralism in the World
According to the Oxford dictionary, Nomad (noun) is a member of a tribe that moves with
its animals from place to place.” Nomadic refers to movement, while pastoralism is a type of
subsistence. Therefore, in general, nomadic pastoralism refers to populations that specialize
in animal herding, which requires periodic movement for purpose of grazing. There is
enormous variability in herd management strategies, social organization, and degree of
mobility (M.H Crawford and W.R Leonard, 2002)”. Although it may seem exaggerated, but
some writers, for example (Chatwine, 1996) believe that the origin of human is migratory and
sedentary life style has had a lot of ecological and social problem for current society.
Based on ( M.H Crawford and W.R Leonard ), the pastoral nomads were distributed widely
throughout the Old World (Figure 2.1).The kinds of the natural environments and climates
conditions affects their life style seriously(M,Salasi, 2002); then according to their
geographical distributions, there are a lot of cultural features between them(which can be
countered as tourist attractions for different people).
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The density of nomads is different in different regions of the world. For example: As it is
shown in the figure (2.1), Iran land is the region of different nomads (3, 4, 11, and 15) in a
high density; While the Siberia is a region of nomads in a low density.

Figure 2.1 Geographical Distribution of Pastoral Population through out the Old World

M.H.Crawford and W.R Leonard, 1997, introduced some important reasons for the
migrations of the nomads from a place to other places as they are: in order to utilize seasonal
pastures more efficiently, because of avoid hazardous environment, and for reducing
competition with other groups for resources. Also it is said that, the dominant motivation is to
find fresh pastures for the herds.
Although nomadic population adapt themselves with environmental conditions and trough
the thousands of years they have had a lot of innovations for tolerating the difficulties of
natural environmental conditions, the difficult conditions of life (in some regions such as
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Siberia ) necessitate low population density and high mobility among (some) pastoral
population.
The greatest arid regions in the world and those regions in which nomadism is prevalent are
the interior Asian steppes, Southwest Asia (Iran, Afghanistan, and Pakistan) and the Arab
Near East. Nomadic pastoralism in these areas ranges over a continuum from the migratory
nomad with no permanent settlement or agricultural pursuits to the settled pastoralists raising
livestock in a circumscribed area and perhaps also farming the land (F. Fraser Darling and
Mary A .Farvar).
Nomads and their animals are well adapted to their environment and way of life.
Of course, conditions of life for nomads vary from region to region. Then according to those
conditions, a spectrum of animals suited to these conditions is available to the nomads:
horses, cattle, sheep, goats, camels of two species, asses and mules and yaks.
The ecology of nomadic pastoralism is an adaptation to an environment in which the
availability of water and grass are critical factors. Whereas agencies like the FAO encourage
steps to maintain and improve the productive capacity of the land through projects like
artificial reseeding, there are areas in Iran, for example, where not more than 10 percent of
grazing ranges are even susceptible to reseeding (FAO, 1962, p. 359). In the Iranian province
of Fars there is a clear contrast between the sheep of the nomads and those of the sedentary
villagers. The nomadic strains tend to be larger and more productive. However, their
resistance to extremes of temperature is less than that of the strains in the mountain villages,
and their tolerance of heat, drought and parched fodder is less than that of the strains kept in
the hotter southern villages (F. Fraser Darling and Mary A. Farvar).
It seems that during past hundreds tears ago or even more, nomadic tribal populations
have had to face increasing pressure from the sedentary world. Whenever the central power
of governments is enlarged, modern legislators and rulers may take the side of the settled
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tribes. Many nations which are trying to achieve a liberal role between modern nations, it is
not acceptable to have "backward" nomads around; but as they are settled they may be
subject to many difficulties. The trend of settling the tribal nomads is continue seriously in all
parts of the world and the development plans are designed by economists and agricultural
scientists while ecologists and nomadic people can be good advisors who should be
considered in programmer groups. However, the settlement trend of nomads is followed
without concern to its complexities. Then this development is going to a real unsustainable
development.

2-2

Nomadic pastoralism in Iran

Through the history Iran has had immigrants; mostly from North, North Eastern part
which have been very close to the central Asian Nomads. As a result the social cultural , and
historical aspects of Nomadic lifestyle influenced Iran from the north and extended to other
parts of the country in such a way that still Iran is one of the characteristic of pastoral
nomadic life in the world(1994, ACE).
Pastoral communities have always played an important role in Iran and the greater ethno
ecological region of which it is a part by developing creative and sustainable systems for the
use of scarce natural resources. Migration is a common cornerstone of their strategies; their
mobility ensures that natural resources are not used to the point of exhaustion and eventual
extermination. In addition, their herds browse the vegetation, stomp the soil, transport seeds
of wild species, and fertilize the land, all of which benefit

the rangeland and the

maintenance of its biological diversity 8(CENESTA, 2003). In other word, Nomadic
pastoralists have learned to conserve rangelands through sophisticated techniques embedded
in complex social and cultural institutions.

8

This part is based on: Centre for Sustainable Development (CENESTA), Reviving nomadic pastoralism in
Iran Facilitating sustainability of biodiversity and livelihoods— A learning by doing project ,2003
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More than ninety percent of Iran's surface area of 1.6 million km2 is made up of arid and
semi-arid lands. But the geo-climatic characteristics of Iran make most of the country more
suitable for pastoralism than crop cultivation, particularly in the Zagros and Alborz
mountains of the central plateau. History of Iran illustrates that “pastoralist nomads” have
been the main users of these resources, from times which probably preceded any settlement
by sedentary peoples. The migration of nomads from one place to other place always has
been a cause of balance in natural environment (M.Emadi, 2003).
In spite of the much benefits of nomads in making ecological and environmental
sustainability, Iranian governments have followed an upside down and unsustainable program
for about 8 decades and have tried to make them settled (CENESTA, 2003).
However approximate distribution of major nomads of Iran have been as9 figure 2-2
(sunderland,1968).
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Figure 2-2: Approximate Distribution of Nomads of Iran (Sanderland, 1968)

As it is shown in the figure the amount of major nomads of Iran are about 13 nomads. Kurds,
Lur, Bakhtiari, Arab, Qashghai, Mamasani, and Khamseh lives in marginal Zagros ;
Shahsavan in Western North, Turkmen in North, Hazara in East, and Baluchi and Afshari live
in Eastern Sought. Today the nomads of Iran live in 102 main groups (“eill”) and 574
subgroups (“tayefeh”) which are distributed through 22 provinces of Iran.
Because of sedentary programs of government during 80 years ago, most of these
populations are settled and it can be said that more active nomads of Iran are limited to just
about 1.5 million people (about 2% of total population of Iran), while in the first half of 20
century, the population of nomads of Iran had formed 30%-40% of total population of Iran.
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Then because of serious following of the settlement program, the traditional life style of
nomadic tribes are really in danger; maybe there is no any nomadic tribe, soon.
The main reason of Iran’s government for following the settlement programs of nomads is
that they(nomads) are the cause of nature and pastures ruins, but yet there is no real reason
which confirm this claim; even there are a lot of documents and studies which are done by
many scientists of different countries which deny this claim(10F.Varaharam, 2007).
Notwithstanding existing economic difficulties, pastoral communities are producing about
1/3 of the country's need in livestock products. International studies have calculated that
mobile, extensive, pastoral systems in dry lands produce 2-10 times more economic gains per
hectare than sedentary ranching production systems (CENESTA, 2003).

2-3

Nomads in Fars province

The nomads of Fars province of Iran are concluded of 3 main and important groups
“11Iell”, which they are: “Ghashghaee”, “Khamseh”, “Mamasani”, and also other 8
independents groups ”12Tayefeh”, which they are:” Jashni”, “Chahar rahi”, “Jabalon_naruye”, “Kohmare sorkhi”, “Jorugh”, Noudan”, “Darab local Tayefeh”s, “Firuz-Abad,

10

Varahram has made some documentaries on nomadic lifestyles of different nomads of Iran.
“iel” (tribe), is consisted of some tayefeh (The Khamseh tribes is a union of different tribes, each subgroup of
this union is a tribe again.)

11

12

Tayefeh is a sub-group of a tribe”iell”
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local Tayefeh”( see figure 2-3).

Figure 2-3. The Nomadic Tribes of Fars province

Above “iel”s and “tayefeh”s in warm seasons live in “13yeylagh” areas such as “Abadeh”,
”Eghlid”, “Bavanat”, “Sepidan”, “Khoram bid “Pasargad” and ”Marvdasht”. Also they
migrate to “14Gheshlgh” Areas such as “Darab”, “Zarindasht”, “Fasa”, “Jahrom”, “Estahban”,
“Neiriz”, Ghir-o-Karzin”, “Lamerd”, “Khonj”, “Mohr”, “Larestan”, Firuz- Abad”
“Farashband”, “Kavar”, “Kazerun”, and “Mamasani” in cold seasons. The “yeylagh” and
“Gheshlagh” territories and nomadic roads of nomads of the Fars province are recognized
through appendixes (1, 2, 3 and 4).

13

Yeylagh is the region in the warm seasons of the year has moderate temperatures and green pastures as the
domestics can use them. Nomads in warm seasons of year move to these regions. Each Nomadic tribe has its
special territory which is recognized by other tribes.

14

Gheshlagh is a region in cold seasons of the year has moderate temperature and green pastures as the
domesticated animals can use them. Nomads in warm seasons of year move to these regions. . Each Nomadic
tribe has its special territory which is recognized by other tribes.
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The population of the nomads of Fars province is about 180000 persons (12% of total
population of nomads of Iran and 5% of total population of Fars province), in 28400
Families.
About 7.5 million hectares of pastures of the province are belonged to the nomads. They
foster their domesticated animals in traditional ways. Nomad’s domesticated animals are
more than 3400000 animals and more than 16000 tons meats, 50000 tons diaries, 2800 tons
wool and hair, and more than57000 square meters handicrafts are produced of them.

2-4

Role of Women in Ecotourism

Worldwide, tourism is a particularly important sector for women, who make up to
46% of the tourism labor force. This percentage is higher than in the workforce in general,
where 34 - 40% is women. The numbers of women working in tourism vary greatly amongst
countries - from 2% up to over 80%. In countries in which tourism is a more mature industry,
women’s participation is around 50 %( Jackie et all, 2004).
The issue of tourism development and gender equality is multi-dimensional. It ranges
from the low-profile and persistent issue of disproportionate responsibility for reproduction
and community resource management between men and women; the differential and genderbased nature of and consequences of access to social and economic resources; the pervasive
reliance on (and at the same time the invisibility of) women’s labor in the hospitality sector;
and the high profile issues of sex tourism and HIV/AIDS.
However, in recent years gender analyses have played an important role in deepening our
understanding of the tourism industry in general (see, for example, Kinnaird Women’s
Empowerment and Ecotourism 233 & Hall, 1994; special edition of the Annals of Tourism
Research 22 (2)).
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On the other hand, interest in sustainable tourism and ecotourism has increased as a result
of the criticisms of mass tourism’s destruction of the environment. This greening of tourism
has increased its significance in economically-marginalized rural areas. The economy of such
areas is characterized by small scale, flexible enterprises that are based on family labor.
Women often have an important role in family labor enterprises and, therefore, sustainable
tourism increases opportunities for women’s economic autonomy.
There are a number of clear reasons why any agency interested in promoting effective
ecotourism should encourage the active involvement of women, even if their primary concern
is not gender equity. Firstly, in countries where socially prescribed roles mean that women
and girls generally have greater interaction with the natural environment than men, women’s
cooperation is needed if that natural resource base, the resource upon which the ecotourism
trade is dependent, is to be sustained. In many parts of rural Asia, Africa and the Pacific, for
example, women and girls are responsible for collection of water, fodder and fuel wood.
They are also involved in income-generating activities based upon the sale of forest products
and crafts made from reeds and grasses (Deshingar, 1994; Molnar, 1989). Furthermore, it is
estimated that 60–80% of food production in Africa is carried out by women (James,
1995:4).While some men also have a close connection with the environment through
agricultural work, the raising of livestock and more sporadic activities such as hunting, many
men now engage in paid employment and do not rely so heavily on the natural environment
as do women (Regina Scheyvens, 2000).
Ecotourism has become an environmentally-friendly economic alternative in countries
with high biodiversity. Ecotourism activities improve local living conditions and broaden and
strengthen women’s economic autonomy.
Iran is a country with a high biodiversity; also there are a lot of nomads who live there. The
most parts of these nomadic life are manage and done by their tribal women. The nomadic
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life is in the heart of nature, and then the tribal women’s jobs are in direct contact with the
natural environment. Therefore if any nomadic tourism program will be done or developed, it
is an extreme need to consider the women’s need and possibilities for attending those
programs. There are a lot of 15books and movies which are made about nomadic life in Iran
and all of them show that, the nomadic life without women is not possible.
Today Iran is engaging in nomadic tourism, and then it should be considered the nomadic
tribal women as key factors for getting the success in nomadic tourism.
Because of that, this paper studies the role of women in nomadic tourism in a part of
Khamseh tribes, then it is necessary to explain the main issues of this tribes, and the role of
the tribal women in the “Khamseh” lifestyle.

2-5


Characteristics and Issues of “Khamseh Tribes”
The History of “khamseh Tribes”

In the year of 1896, the time of “16Naseredin Shah Ghajar”, to have a balance in the
power of the big tribe (“ill”) of “Ghashghaei” in Fars province of Iran, the union of
“Khamseh tribe , which consists of the five tribes as , Arab( with Arabic language),
Baseri(with Farsi language), Inanlou, Baharlou and Nafar( with Turkish Language) appeared.
And from that time this union famed to “17Khamseh tribes”.
In 1922, “18Reza Khan” ordered to change of the style of Khamseh tribes from the traditional
nomadic lifestyle to the settled life style. Then they had to settle in different parts of Fars
province; from North Eastern, to South Eastern. They had a badly and uncomfortable life for
about 9 years. In 1931, after falling of “Reza Khan” they went out of settling and started their
immigration again. Although during the period of compulsory settlement the facilities and
15

For more information see Parviz Homaun Pur in an international interview entitled Jeyran.
Naseredin Shah Ghajar is one of the kings of ghajar dynasty of Iran
17
Khamseh is an Arabic word and it means five
18
Reza Khan Is a first king of “Pahlavi” dynasty
16
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life tools of Khamseh tribes reduced (For example their animals and 19Siah Chadors) to
minimum rate (so in the first years of immigrant life, they did not have enough things for
following their traditional lifestyle), however they interestingly started and continued their
traditional nomadic lifestyle again and in 1963, they could improve and refine their power of
life. After that because of the much again force from the governments (for example the
limitation of the nomad’s pastures, destroying the nomadic political structures, making main
roads in their migration territories, etc.), again nomadic population scattered. Some of them
settled in villages and cities and a few of them continue their traditional nomadic lifestyle yet
(H.Saham pur, 1996).
 Arab Tribe
This tribe came to Iran from “Najd”, “Yaman”, and “Oman” of Saudi Arabia in the 7th
century. Some of them settled in surrounding of “Ramhormoz”, and the beaches of “Jarahi”
river; and other groups came to Fars province and start their living from north of Fars
(Bavanat) to the south of “Larestan” in the east of Fars, and started their life as a nomadic
society, there. They speak in Arabic-Farsi language (M.Najafi, 2006).


Nomadic Migration

Migration of the tribes is the collective seasonal movement of people for matching the
life of domestics and human with the nature.
The nomadic life directly depends on flock possessing; on the other hand, the continuing the
domestics’ life depends on fodder and temperate weather, so the necessity of immigrant in
this lifestyle because of matching with the natural condition is unavoidable (J.Safinejhad,
1989).
The most important reasons for nomadic migration are weather temperature, lack of enough
water resources for humans and domestics in the spring and summer seasons, finishing the

19

The nomadic house
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fodder of pastures, and preventing of the domestic pasturing by other nomadic groups
(Organization of the tribe matter, 1994).
It was honorable for the tribal persons to be in the nomadic tribe; as in the past, there were a
lot of tribal people who continued their nomadic migrations in the tribe even in spite of
missing their facilities or domestics (for example because of special event). In other word
they could not accept the settlement lifestyle. Separating from the nomadic tribe and
continuing in the settlement lifestyle was such a shame for them. But around the year 1961
and after, a lot of nomadic tribal families had to accept the settlement lifestyle because of the
continuous drought in one hand and not enough paying attention to this group of Iranian
society and not having suitable and useful plans for their living by the Iranian Governments
on the other hand. The settlement was not useful to them, too. Because of that most of them
had to stay in dried places and became poor (A. Najafi).
The style of the traditional transhumance has changed during long past years, too. In the past
nomadic people migrated with their animals, but gradually it changed and today most of the
times the people or the animals or even both of them move by the different transportation
vehicles.


The Migration Territories of Khamseh Tribes

It can be said that just two tribes of Khamseh (Arab and Baseri) live in nomadic lifestyle
and migrate. The territories of these two tribes are just in the Fars providences. These tribes
migrate from the south parts of the “Larestan” to “Bavanat” and “Eghlid” (it is more than 600
KM); the wide of this territory is from the territories between Fars and Kerman provinces to
“Jahrom” (it is about 200 Km)(M.Najafi, 2002) .
The average of the staying in “Yeilagh” territories for these tribes is about 118 days and its
maximum is about 150 days. Also they stay in “Gheshlagh“territories, with average of 180
days and maximum of 240 days. It means that approximately they live in “gheshlagi”
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territories more than 7 months and in “Yeilaghi” territories, about 4 months. Their staying in
gheshlagh and yeilagh, depends on the fodder of pastures, too

(Organization of the tribe

matter, 1994).


Economy of The Tribes

Traditionally, the people of Khamseh tribes earn their livelihood more through the selling
the following things:
o Animals (lamb, goat, camel, horse, etc.)
o Animals based products ( wool and skin, milk, and dairy products)
o The fruits of wild trees.
o The gum of the wild trees and bushes.
o The medical herbs
o Mushroom
o Wood and charcoal
o Handicrafts
But today some of them work as seasonal workers in farms. Also a few of them own some
agricultural farms. In all above producing sections women have an active and important role.
There is not any exact and up-to-date information about the employment position of these
tribes; and the last information relates to 199820 (the next national censuses of the tribe is
expected to be done in 2008). According to that censuses employed population 78%, student
population 13.2%, and unemployed population just 8.4% are reported. Also it was estimated
that 90% of occupied population are busy in animal husbanding (and related) and other are
busy in other jobs such as teaching, working, etc.


20

Handicrafts

The national censuses of Iran is carried out approximately every 10 years.
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From old past until now, producing different kinds of handicrafts has been common
between nomadic people. Female and girls in khamseh tribes were so responsible for
decreasing the life expenses through carpet-weaving and other kinds of handicrafts, in their
free times. The handicrafts of khamseh tribes and domesticating are in direct relation. The
first material of making crafts (wool) is produced by domesticating. From one hand the most
parts of crafts’ products just used in immigrant living. Then handicraft’ production and
domesticating are complementary.
There is no market for these product available to the Khamseh tribes. Then 43% of carpet
and rugs produced by the Khamseh tribes and 99.7% of the Siah Chadors products has been
used by the tribes themselves( S. Sahampur,2000)
In producing the handicrafts the women have the key role and the men have not done any
noticeable handicrafts. The women start their work in producing the handicrafts after washing
the sheep (or goat) and cutting their wool (or hair). First they spin them by four-paddle
spindle and change it to suitable string. Then they color them with different kinds of plants.
Now the first material is ready for the production of different kinds of handicrafts.
Handicrafts and watching the different stages of their production is an important tourist
attraction in nomadic tourism.


Population

The newest and latest censuses reports which are access about the nomadic tribes are the
censuses reports of the year of1996 by the management and planning organization of Iran.
Based on that census, the population of Khamseh tribes estimated at 38734. Also the
population of the groups of Khamseh tribes who live in Bavant region is about 1585.
“According to the studies of the management and planning organization on the gender
construction of the nomadic societies, the men’s population proportion always has been more
than the women’s population proportion. For example in 1993, the population proportion was
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104. It means that in front of 100 women there are 104 men; this relation in age of 65 or
upper is about 122(Office of nomads of Fars province of Iran, 1994). Also it is said that
because of the difficult work of the women in these society, they has a shorter life than the
men” (A, Najafi, 2001).


Tribal House

The tribal house depends on the tribal life style directly. The name of the house is “Siah
Chador”; it means black tent. Siah Chador is light and can be carried easily. It is made of
goats’hair by the tribal women. Goat’s hair is a suitable material for Siah chador; because of
that the siah chador is a resistant in front of winter’s raining, and also is a cool place in the
warm summer. Most parts of the making the tribal house is the women’s duty. This tribal
traditional exploit is one of the important tourist attractions in nomadic tourism.
Today the tribal house has changed a lot. There are a lot of tribal families who live in the
tents which are forgiven by the government (they are not in traditional form).


The Space of a Tribal “Siah Chador”

It is divides to kitchen, bedroom, living room, ware room; but those divisions are not
real, they are virtual, because of that, you see just one space which all of those sections are
located in it without any partition. And then it is the art and skill of the women to have all
those parts in such a small place.


Women in the tribal life

A tribal girl always has had less respect and kindness in the family, in comparison with a
boy from the start of life (Aftab, 2007). 21For a tribal girl the cooperation with the family
starts from the childhood. A girl prepares to have a dependent life soon, because from her
childhood, she has to baby-sit or cooperate with elders and work as a shepherd. From the last
time ago, a 12 or 13 year old tribal girl got married and because on that time they are not
21

In the statistical studies of the national census of Iran, the Nomadic Population of 6 years old and above is
considered as active population.
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ready to manage their dependent life completely, their mother or mother in law protect them
until the age of 15 or 16 which they themselves will manage their dependent life and do the
chores completely. According to the topic of this paper the role of the women in nomadic
tribal life is explained from two important dimensions shortly as following.
1. Economic Role of the Tribal Women
o Preparing and cooking daily food like making bread, this is also used for selling.
o In good seasons, making lemon- juice, orange- juice, and some kinds of special dried
deserts, etc.
o Bringing water from the river or spring.
o Milking the animals and making dairy all time when the animals have milk is done
daily. They make yoghurt from milk and then make the other kinds of dairy foods of
that. Men do not take apart in making dairy.
o Living as a shepherd and pasturing the animals (done by both men and women).
o Cooperating in agriculture
o Gathering firewood, plants ( vegetables for daily necessities and selling), and fodder
for the animals which can not go for pasturing)
o Spinning and weaving – women spin the goat’s hair and sheep’s wool for producing
the “Siah Chadors”, different kinds of carpet, and the other things which they use in
daily life. Also sheep’s skin use for making water and butter leather bottles.
According to above explanations, the important role of women in the tribal economic
lifestyles is cleared. Their efforts are for two matters: 1- economizing and reducing the family
expenses. 2- Increasing the family incomes.
2- Social and Cultural Role of the Tribal women
A tribal family governs by a man and all of the family members have to obey him; so
women have a low rank in this life style.
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In tribal societies, women in comparison with the men have fewer opportunities for going
to school and educating. According to the tribal census in 1996, the literacy of women is less
than men. According to this report when 270 of men were studying for B.A or higher in
“Yeylagh” areas, just 40 women were studying. This numbers in “Gheshlagh” areas for men
was 390 and for women were just 63.
However,
o Nurturing, training, and teaching the life skills to the tribal children are the important
tasks of the tribal women. With considering the tribal lifestyles, one of the mothers’
duties is to transmit the tribal culture and traditional customs to the next generations.
All Khamseh tribal people are Moslem; and the women have a high responsibility in
educating their children with Islamic culture.
o Different traditional ceremonies and parties such as weddings, mourning, “22Nazri
pazan” and different celebrations are hold by the women (at least the women have the
main role in their holdings).
o Some of the social responsibilities which make social and cultural connections and
relationships between government and the tribal societies are taken by the women.
For example, the “23hygienic connectors” usually are chosen among the women.
Now is the time of paying to nomadic tourism in Iran and its position.

2-6

Nomadic Tourism in Iran

The history of nomads of Iran refers to the history of Iran’s land. According to the
history, the name of this land has come from the first nomadic groups (Aryans) who migrated
from cold Siberia land to Iran Plateau for finding better life conditions in about 2nd
22

Some vowed food are cooked and shared between the people as the thanks to God.
Hygienic connectors are the tribal persons whose duties are to promote the hygienic issues between the tribal
people and also to report their hygienic problems to the government and try to help the government for solving
them.
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millenniums BC and then they divided to different groups and went to the different parts of
the Plateau. But Iran land was not a land without any civilization. According to both history
and discovered things of this land, it is clear that grate civilizations have been existent in this
land. The nomads did not ruined previous civilizations; instead, they tried to make strong
communications with them (M.Salasi, 2000). Gradually, the relationships between tribes and
settled families made some changes in the lifestyle of some of the tribal groups and they
became encouraged to settlement (E.Sanderland, 1968). The relationships between settled
families and nomadic families can be the root of nomadic tourism of Iran in some ways. Such
communications between settled communities with nomadic communities can be existed in
all times and all places which these two kinds of community are existent, then it can be said
that the story of the root of nomadic tourism in the world can be a story such as the story of
nomadic tourism of Iran.
With all above, it is clear that, the nomadic life is non separation part of Iranian culture.
Although nomadic life styles of different tribes and nomads of different parts of Iran always
have been introduced as an important tourist attractions of the country (24there are some
examples of foreigners who came to Iran for study on nomadic lifestyles of different tribes of
different parts of Iran), nomadic tourism of Iran as a real part of tourism body is completely
new; and it is not a more than 4 years old phenomenon (S.Talebi zadeh, 2004), and also it can
be said that there is not a firm frame work or definition for the run of this subgroup of
tourism industry. Usually it (nomadic tourism) is comes with rural tourism, but there are
some important differences between these two kinds of tourism subgroups, as their
similarities. Anyway25 Iran tries to set a complete program for nomadic tourism by
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For example: A silent documentary film which is made in 1925, its name is Grass: A Nation's Battle for Life.
It follows a clan of the Bakhtiari nomads of Iran as they and their herds make their seasonal journey to better
pastures. The film is Directed & Produced by: Merian C. Cooper Ernest B. Schoedsack (P.Khosronejad, 2005)
25

Interview with Mohammad Ali Namazi, deputy director of ICHTO and executive secretary of nomadic and
rural tourism committee(S. Sedigh, 2006, Payvand Daily, 2006 September 4)
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establishing different conferences on this subject and allocating special budget to its
programs; but it is at the first steps. Some programs of nomadic tourism of Iran are doing for
example; the first phase of executing the project for nomadic tourism has been launched in
five provinces by constructing five camping for tourists who are interested to get more
familiar with culture and lifestyle of nomadic tribes in Iran. These camping areconstructed in
East Azarbaijan, Ardabil, Fars, Isfahan, and Chaharmahal va Bakhtiari provinces where is the
home of a large number of Iranian nomads. Establishing two nomadic museums in Fars and
Kokliloye va Boyer Ahmad provinces are the other programs for promoting nomadic tourism.
All the objects related to nomadic life are displayed in these two museums. Now, there are
about 380 rural and areas in Iran which are recognized by tourism-handicraft and natural
heritage organization of Iran as the suitable places for investment on nomadic and rural
tourism.
Although nomadic tourism is a new discussion in Iran, There are some countries such as
Mongolia, Canada, India, Azerbaijan,

and etc. which have done this kind of tourism and

used of its benefits. Paying attention to their programs, strengths, and weaknesses and
modifying them with Iran’s conditions can be a useful step in preparing nomadic tourism
frameworks.

2-7

Applied Resources

Author could not find any special article or book which in special has concerned to the
role of nomadic women in nomadic tourism. But, as it is said previously, it can be said that
nomadic tourism is a combination of eco tourism and cultural tourism. Then articles and
books which have done on both ecotourism and cultural tourism were helpful to this research

34

in some ways. Also, the research has benefited from some studies which are done on the role
of women in tourism industries. Because of that the case of this research is “Khamseh tribe”,
some books and articles which, have explained the features of this tribe, were used here. The
names and summaries of some of more practical (for this research) studies are come follow.
But there is a complete list of all used documents, articles, and books, at the reference part of
this research.
Atabaki.K (2006), has an article entitled Ecotourism planning in Bavanat Region
Focusing on its climate. This article expressed the geographical characteristics of Bavanat as
a part of Fars province of Iran. And the ecotourism potentials and capabilities of the region
are introduced and discussed through. It is explained that ecotourism attractions of Iran are
divided to 8 groups, which they are: Hiking, Hunting, Anthropology, Winter Sports, Water
Sports, Desert Trekking, Nature Therapy, Mountain Climbing and Cave Exploring
(N.Karami, 1999). Also it is showed that all of above (in exception of Water Sports) branches
of ecotourism attractions of Iran are run able in Bavanat. At the end of the article the
problems and obstacles of running the ecotourism in Bavanat is discussed in his view. For
example it is pointed that, for running correct eco tourism, it is needed to empowering host
community by making them familiar with ecotourism and its features. This paper just
introduced nomadic lifestyle of Khamseh tribes, as a potential attraction for anthropology
tours which is a subgroup of Ecotourism attractions of Bavanat. By present paper, I focus on
nomadic tourism as an important ecotourism attraction. Also the obstacles and opportunities
of nomadic tourism will be discussed.
(Najafi, 2001) has explained the origin of Khamseh tribes, its characteristic and features,
its movement territories, the life style of Khamseh tribal people, and also a review of events
which happened during the history of these tribes. In some parts of this book, the role of
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women in a tribal community is skimmed. The focus of present research is studying the role
of women in nomadic lifestyle (in special in Khamseh tribes) and nomadic tourism exactly.
Ghazi, I. (2005), explains a model of the role of stakeholders and decision-making
framework, which are active in eco tourism (the model is provided by Boyd and Butler,
1996). It concluded that:” eco tourism is an activity where the authorities, the tourism
industry, tourists and local people co-operate to make it possible for tourists to travel to
genuine areas in order to admire, study and enjoy nature and culture in a way that does not
exploit the resources, but contribute to sustainable development. Ecotourism is a sustainable
and specific tourism form. Sustainable tourism on the other hand, consists of principles that
all tourism forms should adapt to. The importance of taking the unique characteristics of a
tourism area into account, when developing sustainable tourism, is stressed by researchers
when they present the adaptive paradigm. Efficient ecotourism management requires
planning for which the proposed framework model in the paper establishes a solid basis for
the analysis of the relationships between the stakeholders and the decision-makers in the
whole ecotourism business spectrum.”
Present article emphasizes on tribal women as important stakeholders in nomadic tourism
(host community), and then I try to study their role in nomadic tourism.
Panigrahi,N.( 2005). explained that, Ecotourism both at conceptual and empirical levels is
significant in a number of respects. Traditionally it encapsulates scientific, aesthetic, and
philosophical approaches which reflect the structure and function of the society. The research
paper in observing the treasure of tourism of the Orissa region in eastern India emphasizes
the potential of ecotourism in the scheduled areas which are largely dominated by the tribal
communities. It argued - and concluded by way of recommendations - that if ecotourism is
properly developed it can not only attract tourists from far and near, but can also generate
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more revenue for the inhabitants of the region and for the state. Some of recommendations
which are recommended in the paper are as follow:


Attempts should be made to conserve the physical ecology as well as the cultural ecology
of the ethnic tribal communities by empowering them through a participatory protected
area management approach.



The ethnic communities should be encouraged to enrich their ethnic heritage and skills so
as to make their traditions more attractive rather than less in the face of change. Ecotourism (inclusive of its ethno component) should provide an opportunity for these tribal
communities to generate more income from the tourism business in a dignified manner.



The whole approach of cultural integrity of the tribal communities and tourism should be
honored on the basis of right perspective for the tribal communities, not merely on
income generation perspective for the State. The fabric of native culture reflected through
folklore, folk music, folk dance, and customs should be promoted through required value
addition.

Present paper with concern to the above guidelines, tries to study an Iranian nomadic
tourism practically and in detail. In other word, above conclusions observes and examines in
an Iranian nomadic tourism practically. Wearing, B and Wearing, S (1996),
showed that a gendered perspective offers an added dimension to the conceptualization of
tourist experience. An asymmetrical perspective focusing on the one way action of the tourist
upon the host culture gives way to a more symmetrical approach which recognizes the two
way interaction between tourist and host and includes the subjective experiences of both. It is
expressed that, if it is recognized that the tourist experience is based on the interactions that
people have, members of the destination (or host community) become a valuable part in
determining the ‘identity’ of the destination through exploring the value that they have for
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particular places, events and traditions, endemic to their lifestyle and environment. Their
input into the social value of the space is invaluable for understanding and therefore for
providing sustainable tourist experiences. The industry then is not compelled to create an
environment artificially and to promise this to the tourist as an image. Also it is emphasized
that, Having identified the importance of social interaction, there is a need in planning for
tourism to provide the opportunity for it to occur.
Present paper examines above theories in a practical way, and studies the interaction between
tourists and host society (nomadic society), with a focus on women’s role as the key role in
identification of the host society.
Erik Cohen.( 1988). Explained that: much of the contemporary literature on the nature of
modern tourism and its impacts upon host societies relies on several important assumptions
.As a brief they are:First, tourism is said to lead to “26commoditization” of areas in the life of
the community which prior to its penetration by tourism have been within the domain of
economic relations regulated by criteria of market exchange.
Second, commoditization is said to destroy the authenticity of local cultural products and
human relations; instead a surrogate, covert” staged authenticity” emerges.
Three, “staged authenticity “ is said to thwart the tourist’s genuine desire for authentic
experiences. Erik Cohen in his article critically looks these assumptions and tries to open a
new way by re examination of them.
Eric Cohen at first expresses the opinions of other researchers who mostly believe “that with
“commoditization” of cultural products, the meaning is gone” and then expresses the Erik
Cohen’s idea about them. He believes that, although all of changes mentioned are correct in
26

“Commoditization” is a process by which things (and activities) come to be evaluated primarily in terms of
their exchange value, in a context of trade, thereby becoming goods (and services); developed exchange system
in which the exchange value of things (and activities) is stated in terms of price form a market. In tourism
context this concept (commoditization) brings an important question with itself: what happens to the some
(particularly religious, cultural, and social) of things (and activities) once they become commoditized,
particularly under the impacts of tourism(E.Cohen, 1988).
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some ways but it seems that this view has made an over generalization by “the meaning is
gone”.Commoditization does not necessarily destroy the meaning of cultural products,
neither for the locals nor for the tourist although it may do so under certain conditions.
Because of that the most parts of the tourism product in nomadic tourism of Bavanat is
cultural productions, in other word there are a kind of commoditization in such tourism, then
maybe there are some concerns about losing authenticity(as an impacts of tourism on
nomadic women’s society) . Therefore in discussion part of the present research with concern
to Erik Cohen’s article, the possible cultural impacts are discussed.
Gary R. Hovinen, (2001), has an article entitled “Revisiting the destination lifecycle
model”. This article said that,” An air of crisis pervaded tourism during the 90s after the
growth decade of the 80s in Lancaster County, the United States. During these two decades,
the tourism landscape also underwent significant transformation. This study, based on a mail
survey of tourism businesses, focus groups, and other collected data, describes and interprets
recent tourism trends. The relevance of Butler’s proposed later stages in his destination
lifecycle model is examined. The study concludes that Lancaster County is characterized by
the coexistence of growth, stagnation, decline, and rejuvenation and that this combination is
better termed a stage of maturity. Nevertheless, the potential for significant decline exists in
the future if there is no effective strategic planning to promote sustainable tourism.”
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Figure 2-4 : Butler’s tourism lifecycle model

The tourism products of this research (in Lancaster County), are nature based and cultural
based; Then the author of the present research has used the results of this research for the
discussion section.
Tom Baum,(1998), has an article which its name is”Taking the Exit Route: Extending the
Tourism Area Life Cycle Model”.The research said that: “The Tourism Area Life Cycle
(TALC) model (Butler, 1980) is one of the most robust and widely used conceptual and
managerial frameworks to be employed in the tourism area. It has been subject to extensive
scrutiny, application and criticism and this debate shows little sign of decreasing. In most
respects, the model has stood up well to application and detractors. This paper presents two
additional theoretical extensions to the TALC, based on the notion that there are situations
27

The figure is taken of:” Tom Baum,1998, Taking the Exit Route: Extending the
Tourism Area Life Cycle Model, Journal of Current Issues in Tourism, Vol.1, No, 1998
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where choice or necessity may lead a destination either to abandon its traditional product and
market dependencies in favour of an entirely fresh start (linking this strategy to Handy’s
(1994) Sigmoid curves from the marketing area). Alternatively, destinations may choose to
leave tourism aside entirely as part of its economic development portfolio. Some examples
are briefly presented”.
Again, this research has been used for interpreting and the explaining the possible future
problems of nomadic tourism and tourism impacts on the tribal women’ life.
Therefore, with above explanations, this research (with considering such mentioned studies
and their conclusions) is one of the firsts studies which study the role of women in an Iranian
nomadic tourism, and the effects of tourism industry in her life (and the nomadic society).
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3-1

Research Methods

This research is a type of descriptive and documentary research.
The methods which are used in this research are of the types of qualitative methods. For this
research, both primary and secondary data and information were used.


Secondary Information was gathered through books and articles. This information

was used more for introducing the characteristics of the Khamseh tribe and also the region in
which the research has been done on.


Primary Data was gathered through some field works. For gathering this kind of

data, researcher has done some travels to the region of research and has interviewed with the
nomadic women of the Khamseh tribe. These interviews have been done by the application of
the method of “focus groups”. Also an interview questions has been made. For gathering
more information some Interview with the manager of the “Bavangasht Travel agency”, his
wife, some more developed women of the tribe and everybody who can provide any kind of
information in relation to the purpose of research which have been done. Also some
information was gathered trough direct observations which some video tape and pictures
illustrates them (observations) more. For investigation of tourists’ opinions about their travel
to Bavanat and the tribe, researcher has used 28tourists’ memorial notes. Further more, some
interview with a 29few tourists has been done. After gathering all information they were
summarized and used for answering the research questions. Then interpretations of the
findings were expressed.


Interview Through Focus Groups

28

There are some memory notebooks in “Bavangasht” Travel Agency, which tourists leave some line in, as their
opinions about their travel to Bavanat and visiting the tribal and rural people. More than 500 notes
29
Because of that the research has been done in “low season” of travel to Bavanate region (September,
October), the researcher could not find more tourists for direct interview.
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Because of that the interview with tribal women has covered a big part of the answers of
research questions, and also for doing that a special method is followed, it is necessary to
explain. The interview has done through below steps:
1. 3 groups (with about 10 persons of tribal women) were identified.
2. Before the start of interview session, they were explained about the
discussion.
3.

The discussion started with the questions (which were prepared before).

4. The tribal women themselves discussed about their opinions about the
questions and whenever it was needed, the researcher lead them through the
interviews (as guidelines).

3-2 Interview
Questions were based on 3 issues (knowledge, attitudes, and practices) as below:
Knowledge (education)
What do you learn of the tourists who come to you?
(Have you ever seen any useful or important thing in them which you could learn from?)
(Attitude)
How tourists’ arrival affects tribal people attitude? For example:
1. the effects on the relationship between men and women in a family


Does it enhance the respect between men and women?



Does it enhance the respect to women from the men of the family?



Does it affect the budget management in the family? Is the budget management
entrusted to women? Do the men hide their revenues of their wives?



Violation toward women?( Psychical-physical-economical)



Behavior of the women to the children



Partnership in the works(house chores) with women
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Does it affect the partnership of women in main expenditure in the family?



Does it affect the young girls in marriage?



Does it affect on the control of the family size?

2. Does it affect the hygienic attitudes of the tribal people? For example:


Does it affect the individual health and hygienic? (doing toothbrush, taking
shower, changing clothes, etc.)



Does it affect the environmental protection? (Not polluting the environment
around their homes ( Siah Chador), not polluting the water, soil, food, etc.)



Does it affect the arrangement of more suitable places for toilets?



Does it affect the change of animal keeping places?



Does it affect their visits to specialized physicians for diseases?



Does it affect the more hygienic watch in food production?



Etc.

3. Does it affect the lifestyle? For example:


Listening to music, watching TV satellite programs, use of more decorative
things such as pictures, use of fission clothes and women ornaments

4. Has it been the cause of more respect to themselves, tribal cultures, and their families
from the tribal women?


Has it been the cause of discovering the individual abilities, and capabilities?

5. Do tourists visit the more men than women?
6. What are more interesting to tourists in your lifestyle?
7. How the tourists become more satisfied of being in the tribe?
8. What kind of problems their coming has made to you?
9. How do you agree with the following sentences? Please explain.


Tourists are the cause of economic development.
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Tourists are the cause of changes.



Tourists open our eyes to the world(they make us familiar with the world)



Tourists indispose our life set.



Tourists are the cause of more job opportunities.



Tourists have negative impacts on our youth.



Tourists are the cause of more attention to us from the government.



We can learn many things from the tourists.



People who live in cities have more peacefully environment than us



Having two children is enough



A Man sometimes can (is allowed to) smash his wife.



Men and women are equal rights.



Women should be allowed to continue their education.



God has forgotten us.



The destiny is fixed and can not be changed.

(Practice) with focus in economical conditions
Does tourists’ entrance affect the economic conditions in families?
1. Does it increase the variety and productions and sale of products?
2. Does it increase the revenues?
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4-1 Characteristic of Bavanat

4-1-1 Location and Accessibility of Bavanat
Bavanat is located in Fars province and it is situated in 30° 28´ 0´´ North and

53º 27´

0´´ East.


Political Situation
Bavanat is one of the small provinces of Fars province. Its centre is the city of Surian.

Surian is 240KM far from 30Shiraz.
According to the latest civil divisions, this small province has an urban region
(Surian), Two parts (central and Sarchahan), and seven rural districts (Baghestan, Sarvestan, ,
Mazaijan, Simakan, Sarchahan, Tujerdi, and Bagh e Safa)( Fars Water Organization, 2005).


Relative Location
Bavanat is bounded by 31Yazd province in the north and East; Abadeh, Khorambid, and

Marvdasht in the West; and Arsenjan and Neiriz in the South.


Accessibility
The more important connecting ways of Bavanat are:

1. Dehbid- Surian-Shahr e babak
2. Surian- Sarchahan- Khansar
4-1-2

Bavanat’s nature

Bavanat is a long and narrow valley which its length is about 60 km and its width is
between2 to 6 km. This valley is situated in margins of “Zagros” mountains and its trend is
from West north to East south. The West part of this valley is situated in high mountains of
“Zagros” mountains neighborhood such as “Khataban” which its height is about 3362m.
30
31

Shiraz is the centre of Fars province.
Yazd is one of the provinces of Iran
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Then because of that it has a cold and temperate climate. But the East part of this valley is the
neighbor of both “Marvast” and “32Abarghu” salt desert; and also its altitude is low and its
rainfall is few. Then it has a hot and dry climate (See appendix *.*). The vertical differences
between two parts of this valley is a cause of extreme differences between climate conditions,
herbaceous covers, soil, alive beings, and even the life style of residents of this region in a
small distance.
In the winters high west parts of this region is covered of snow. This condition for some
places is too long; as they have covered by snow for even 9 months. But there was not any
snow rainfall in eastern part of this region, at least during last century.
In cold slope mountain it is possible to see the trees which grow in cold regions, such as
walnut and almond, as there is a walnut forest in this part which its length is about 20km and
its weight is about 2 km, but the eastern herbaceous is covered of this region is just the herbs
which are resistant to dry climate (Fars province governor-general, 2002, introduction)
There is a main river in Bavanat valley which with branches waters the agricultural areas
and the gardens. Also there are many permanent and seasonally springs in the valley. With
above explanation the varieties of ecotourism attractions potentials which can exist in this
region are cleared.


Natural Resources
33

Natural resources of Bavanat are according to tables (4.1) and (4.2)

Area (hectare)

forest

pasture

desert

900000

25000

80000

Table (4.1)

Water resources:

32
33

Abarkuh
According to http://www.fars.ir/portal/show.aspx
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Resource

Number

Deep well (7-40m depth)

750

Qanat

360

spring

107

River

7

Table(4.2)



Infrastructure facilities:
- The drinkable water of Bavanat is supplied from purified water.
- Energy resources are supplied from liquefied gas and electricity
- Septic tanks are used for swage affluent by individuals’ homes.

4-1-3 34Tourist Attractions Potential in Bavanat


Bavanat is a part of tour planning for many travel agencies. They consider Bavanat as a
highlight of their visits.
Tourist attractions in Bavanat can be divided in two groups (natural and cultural).and each
group is divided to some subgroups. They are explained below:
a. Natural Attractions
Natural attractions are concluded of landscapes such as, mountains, lakes, sea, and scenic
views. Because of special geographic features in Bavanat, There are many natural attractions
there. Bavanat is an exception region, because the hot and dry salt desert and the green
temperate mountains are so close to each other, there. It means that tourists can experience
both of them and enjoy their beauty by just half an hour car driving. Some examples of this
kind of attractions are as:
34

Tourist attractions consist of all those elements of a “non-home” place that draw discretionary
travelers away from their homes.
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1-

35

“Pir kaduye” spring

2-

36

“ Sabzeh” and 37“Sarvestan” falls

3- A walnut forest with length of 20 km and weight of 2km
4- The river which is current in “Akbari” and “Jafarieh” villages
5- “ Marvast” salt desert and sand hills
6- Bavanat is one of the best places for watching the Milk Way Galaxy
Natural attractions of Bavanat prepare a context for at least 7 areas of ecotourism.They are as
follows:
1. Slopes tours 2. Hunting tours
5. Nature remedies tours

3.wintersports tours

6. Mountains and caves tours

4. Deserts tours
7. 38Anthropology tours

(K.Atabaki, 2006)


Cultural Attractions
Cultural attractions referring to human-made attractions in which, culture and civilization

of societies created them in one way or the other which are interested to the tourists (Ghaderi,
1993, p.93).
Some kinds of cultural attractions of Bavanat are as below.
1- Historical Monuments
Historical monuments of Bavanat include of: castles, bridges, palace, mosques, fire-temple,
cemetery, and traditional architectures of the villages (Fars province governor general, 2002),
some of more important of Bavanat attractions are explained below.


“Surian” Bridge: This Bridge is made from brick.39 Its history probably refers to 7- 8

century ago. This bridge is usable yet.

35

It is situated in “Mazayjan” village
It is situated in “Monj” village
37
It is situated in “Sarvestan” village
38
An anthropology tour is the results of cultural attractions but because of the citation is said here.
39
From the explanation at the Bridge
36
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Old Castles: There many old castles in different villages of Bavanat region which have

been maintained in good shape until now .the history of most of them refers to “Safavied”
dynasty. They had been used for two purposes: 1- security purposes and 2- hospitality
purposes (caravansary).


Fire Temple: this building is a ruined remainder from a fire-temple of the”Sasany”

dynasty.


“Shah Mir Hamzeh” Shrine: the history of structure of this place refers to “Safavie”

dynasty.


“Monj” Cemetery: in “Monj” Village , near the “Fire temple” there is a cemetery which



Traditional Architect of the Villages Houses: it is possible to find some houses in some

villages which are architected as at least 1 thousand year ago, yet. And in such houses people
live as their ancestor in past centuries. You can find such houses, in villages such as
“Ghadamgah”, “Jafariye”, “Morshedi”
2- Social Lifestyle:
There are many people in Bavanat’s villages who live as their ancestors who lived in
many centuries ago. Their lifestyle is a sign of Iranian ancient civilization. Also some tribes
of Nomads live in different parts of Bavanat who live in Black tents (Siah Chadors) and their
nomadic lifestyle is very interesting to tourists. Because of that, this tourist attraction is
completely related to our topic and discussion it will be explained with more detail, later.
Social lifestyle of Bavanat’s residents and nomads are one of the most important tourist
attractions of Bavanat.
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4-2 How Nomadic Tourism is Managed in Bavanat Region
Since Bavangasht is the only travel agency in the area which runs the nomadic tourism in
Bavanat and it has demonstrated some efficiency in managing the eco tours, almost all other
agencies which sale nomadic tour packages (of Bavanat), prefer to run their eco tourism
packages by Bavangasht travel agency as well.
This travel agency is situated in Bazm village; its situation is exactly in fronts of the
“Emamzade Bazm” Shrine. See photo (4.1).

Photo (4.1) A view of Emamzadeh Bazm shrine

Actually Bavangasht is a part of a touristy set, which includes of a rural house and a jungle
house (for the staying of the tourists), a restaurant, a small store (which sales the things such
as food, water, drinks, perfumes, and etc).
All parts of this touristy set are managed by the members of a family (Barzegars) and run by
themselves and their relatives. The most important tour packages which are run by this travel
agency are nomadic tour packages. Based on the official document available at the travel
agency, it has been assessed and classified as the third eco tourism travel agency because of
his well management of eco tourism, although its business initiated only four years ago.
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4-2-1 40The History of Nomadic Tourism in Bavanat
About 5 years ago (in 2002) a groups of Germany Embassy members with a translator
came to visit the “Bazm Shrine”. They come to the store in front of the shrine and said that
they have come from 41Yazd and they need a place for rest and also they would like to have a
tour leader who knows the region exactly and help them for sightseeing. Abbas Barzegar who
now is the owner of the today’s travel agency helped them. He invited them to his small rural
house and he and his wife (42Afsar) hosted them very friendly. They really enjoyed;
especially because of the traditional foods which was cooked by Afsar. Then Abbas took
them for sightseeing. Also they went to the nomad’s place.the nomadic people who are
conservative to be close to the tourists, to visit them or communicate with them for the first
time, refused them to enter to their environment.
But tourists wanted to visit them. However they could not go to the “Siah Chador”s of the
tribe and just watched the tribal women who worked around the “Siah Chador”s from a really
far distance of them. Then they asked him (Abbas) if they can establish some tents there. The
tourists have themselves tents and Abbas helped them to establish.
There for the first idea of nomadic tourism in Bavanat started from that point. When they
were going back from the Bavanat , thanked Barzegars a lot and said that they had a really
nice time there(tourists’ written comments available in Bavangasht office). Also they asked
him if he can continue the job the answer was YES. From that point the Germany embassy
was in touch with them ( Abass and Afsar) and sent tourists to them. Gradually they provide
some tents for tourists and hosted them in a camp near the nomadic places. Because of that
according to the first and later groups of tourists, the most interesting part of the eco tours in
Bavanat was the watching the Nomadic life of the tribes, he provided some presents and
40

From the interview with the owner of the Bavangasht Travel Agency
A historic city of Iran
42
Afsar and Abbas are from the tribal offspring who today are settled families
41
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again went to the tribe; he gave the presents to the tribal people and asked them to host the
tourists. He said that these presents are from the tourists. After a hard trying from Abbas, at
last the tribal people accepted the presents and allowed him to take the tourists to them. Also
they said that because of that when the tourists come to their place, 43usually most of the men
are not at homes, their women are their hosts, then they should control their manners to the
women. He accepted and promised to do their requests. On the other hand, he provided some
gifts (some tribal handicrafts which were bought from the tribal women) for tourists and
asked them (through their tour leaders) to obey tribal people. For example: the tourists in
special men should not look at the tribal women directly. They should not stand so near to
them. They should not go to their home and step on their carpets without shoes, etc. and
tourists obeyed and did the rules completely. In this way a friendly relationships made
between two groups: tourists (guests) and the tribal people (hosts).
Gradually Abbas made a rural home for tourists. Because he thought they need taking
shower and a better place for rest. Afsar cleans the house and cooks foods (in special
traditional food) for he tourists. According to Tourism Organization of Iran, she is the best
traditional cooker in Iran in 2005. 44Abbas does the job as an expert tour leader and their
children help them. Gradually they have developed their job and became one of the best’s
travel agency in Iran who does nomadic tourism. During the history of their job they have
tried to make very friendly relationships with the tourists and tourists are really satisfied with
them and their services. There are some notebooks in Brzegars home which is full of satisfied
tourists comments about their travel to Bavanat( most of tourists have said that their travel to
Bavanat and visiting the tribal people has been the travel to a magic world), and the friendly
relationships with Barzegars.

43

The tribal men are so sensitive to their women
According to Tourism and Cultural Heritage Organization of Iran, 2005,Abbas is the best nomadic tour leader
and his children are the youngest tour leader in Iran

44
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Now Barzegars and Bavangasht are so popular in the nomadic tourism of Iran; different
TV channels of Iran has made (also are making) some programs on Nomadic tourism of Iran.
4-2-2 How a Nomadic Tour in Bavanat is Done by Barzegars (Bavangasht Travel
Agency)
When nomadic tourists arrive to Bavangasht, They usually have a short rest in the rural
houses. During this rest they enjoy the warm and friendly traditional rural hospitality with
the45traditional and international foods and beverages which are done by Barzgars. The
hospitality is done completely according to the traditional Iranian rural hospitality; because
tourists and host seat on the ground not furniture and guests (tourists) are received as one of
the family or relative members. Even if they like, they can have a look at their photos albums
of the family and also the pervious tourists; or they can watch some films of the natural
environments and tribal lifestyle in Bavanat region.
One of the houses is a villa among a garden of walnut and grape trees. The domicile has
3 rooms, one salon, one kitchen and 2 bathrooms. All parts of the house are decorated in
Iranian traditional form. For example, the ground is covered by some tribal carpets. Other
tribal handicrafts which are made by the tribal women have decorated the different parts of
the rooms (if tourists like and want each of them, there is a possibility for 46buying it)
.Further more, there is a shop-window in one of the corners of the salon which actually is an
exhibition of the tribal women handicrafts. But the house is equipped by a computer and an
internet line. Some times after the end of sightseeing in a day, tourists watch their films and
photos by the computer.
After the rest and before starting the tour Abbas 47explains about the region and the tribe.
Also he mentions some important pointes on treatment with the tribal people and the
45

Most of the fruits, food, beverages, and etc. are made by Afsar, tribal and rural women, and regional farms
and gardens.
46
The tourists pay extra money just for buying handicrafts and tribal production or the things like that; all other
extra services (for example use of internet, extra food and beverages, etc.) are free.
47
These explanation are explained to tour leaders and they explain to tourists
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limitation which they (tourists) should accept and do about them. Even he gives them some
gifts which he has prepared before (the gifts are according to the tribal needs). These gifts
should be given to the tribal people by the tourists (tribal people do not know which these
gifts are prepared by Barzegars).Abbas express that this is a tradition between Iranian
families which when a guest for the first time go to a host family, she/he takes some gifts to
them!
After all, the travel to the tribal place is started and tourists visit the tribe and their
lifestyle. They are taken to some of the tribal houses (Siah Chadors) as the guests (the tribal
women are announced of tourists arrival by the Barzegarz, previously), and enjoy the friendly
tribal hospitality of the tribal women.
Because of that the men usually are not at home during the day, tourists watch the
women’s activities such as doing chores or making handicrafts. Women sing songs during
their activities. Sometimes tourists so enjoy the tribal women activities as they want to
engage them; and sometimes do so (for example attend the milk, making yoghurt, or other
activities). During this visiting of the tribal life style and women activities, a lot of questions
are found in the tourist’s mind; for example about the tribal tents (Siah Chador)s, their(Siah
Chadors) fabrics, the women’s different activities, the meanings of the different songs which
they (women) sings when they work, about their satisfaction of life, etc. tribal women and
Abbas through the tour leader answer the questions exactly and extensively.
When leaving the tribal tent, women give some gifts to the tourists as souvenirs (this is a
traditional Iranian hospitality); these gifts are from women’s handicrafts. Of course if tourists
like they can buy more traditional tribal foods or handicrafts (as souvenirs), otherwise they
are not allowed to pay money (for example because of their hospitality) to the tribal women;
because this is as a hard insult in tribal cultures. Barzegars believe that in this way a deep
relationship is made between tourists (guests) and the tribe (host communities).
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Some nights a small family concert is established by children and rarely men. The music
Instruments are very simple for example an iron box, some pieces of wood, a tambourine,
or even the children’s lips and mouths! Some times tourists are so glad of these programs and
attend it. They sing themselves (tourists) songs and dance. Even some times they (tribal
people, tour leaders, tourists) describe their remembrances or some interesting stories. There
are a lot of tourists who believe that they have never experienced such happiness which they
experienced in the tribal family concert.
Depending on the weather and some other conditions it is possible to establish some tents
near (not too) the tribal place and experience a night near them.
If the tourists like they can use a tribal house which is considered for this purpose
previously (by the Barzegars). Also 48depending on the occasions and conditions it is possible
for tourists to attend some customs such as marriage celebrations, 49“nazri pazan”, etc.
Although it is possible that these occasional customs is going to be vanished to the process of
some sort of modernity in the tribal lifestyles, yet are the parts of every day life of the tribal
society. It is necessary to say that, the nomadic people do themselves everyday life and
accept and host the tourists as their guests not as their customers; and seeing such customs is
not a part of the tour package which is offered by the travel agencies. Then the tribal women
do not run such customs because of the tourists. Therefore it can not be said that such
customs are commoditized for the tourists.
4-2-3 Tourist’s Attractions of Nomadic Lifestyle
According to tourists comments every thing which they have seen of tribal life is
interesting. And it can be said that most of those things directly are related to the tribal
women. Also tourists see more women than the men; even there are many tourists who just
could see the women (because of the reason which is said previously).
48

Maybe there is or there is not the opportunity of visiting a (or all) such custom(s) for the tourists.
This is a religious custom in which a lot of food are cooked by a family and distributed among people because
of thanking the God for the affluences or special affluent.

49
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From the time which the tourists enter to the magic world of tribal life (this is one common
tourist’s interpretation of tribal life), understand its wonderfulness.
Every thing is different from today’s machines world: people live in hug of nature and they
come with all its changes. The life instruments are taken from the nature, too. Then the
behaviors and attitudes of people are so close to nature and also to humanity.
It is possible to divide the attractions of the tribal life style of this host community to 2
main groups as follow; and again each group will be divided to other different parts:
a. physical
b. spiritual
a. Physical Tourist Attraction of Tribal Lifestyle which is included of:
1. Tribal People
Tribal people are hard work people and their hard work ness is because of their permanent
dealing with the nature. It is possible to see this feature in their faces. Their faces are the
signs of their difficult life, but you can see a permanent smile in their countenance which can
be a sign of some permanent satisfaction of life,50 too.
The tribal figures show their permanent coming with the nature and its changes and
difficulties. Tribal people are stately and splendid. And this feature is common between both
tribal men and women.
When you see a tribal person even of a far distance, you can recognize his/her gender
immediately. Because the clothes of women are so different from the clothes of men; and this
is a common thing between all Iranian tribes.
2. Tribal Clothes
The clothes of Khamseh tribe are explained completely in previous parts. See
chapter2.Tribal clothes of women is an important tourists attraction as there are many women
50

For more information see the recorded document of tourists at Bavangasht Travel Agency, and the
experiences gained by the author through the field work in Khamseh tribe.
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among tourists who wear a tribal women clothes and take photos, and it is not possible to find
many tourists comments about their travel which not have admired or enjoy the tribal
women’s clothes.
3. Tribal Dwelling
Tribal dwelling of Khamseh tribe “Siah Chador (or the black tent)” is a human feat (see
photo4.2). Siah Chadors are design exactly according to the features of their lifestyle.
Because of that they have to move seasonally, their homes are light and movable. Also they
are suitable for different seasons. Warm in cold weather and cool in warm weather (as it is
explained previously).
Further more it is made by natural material such as goat’s hair and wood. It can be said that
most parts of the Siah Chadors are made by the tribal women. Knowing about Siah Chadors,
its features, and the way of its making is really interesting for tourists.

(Photo 4. 2) A nomadic tribal dwelling

4. House Furniture
The life tools and house furniture of the tribe is so primary. They live just with a few kinds
of tools (as they were explained before). Watching a living with these primary devices is
really interesting for the tourists.
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5. Handicrafts
It can be said that all kinds of the things which tourists see in the tribal life are handmade
of the tribal people. These are included of women’s decoration and clothes to even the tribal
dwellings (“Siah Chadors”). And most of them are the women handmade; but all of the things
which are counted as the tribal handicrafts just are made by the tribal women. Also the
devices which are used for its productions again, usually are made by them. You can see
rarely the tribal women which are jobless at a time; if they are free of daily chores they
usually will make themselves busy by producing of handicrafts. 51They believe that a jobless
person is a sick person. (Different kinds of handicrafts which are made by them were
explained previously)
Tribal women’s handicrafts are so well known nationally and internationally. Most of the
tourists like to buy some handicrafts when they travel to the place of the tribe, because they
believe that in this way they can make its remembrances perpetuity.
It is necessary to mention that from the time which the tribal women have known that
tourists like to watch and even buy their handicrafts, they try to increase the amount and
variety of their productions and this became a cause of their more mirth.
6. Food
Khamseh tribal people eat and drink from the natural food and beverages which often are
from themselves productions. The ingredients which they use in the food production are
included of the meat, milk, herbs, fruits and vegetable. Tourists usually can watch the stages
of some of the food productions and sometimes they engage it. Then it is so interesting to
them that eat or drink the food and beverages which they see or even attend its production.
Also most of the tourists believe that the tribal food and beverage are really delicious. Then
the tribal food can be another tourist attraction which the tribal women provide it.
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As it is said before the population with the age of more than 6 are active population
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Tribal women use some dried herbs which they use them as some simple medicine or for
producing the food. Also because of that the tribal women do not have special facilities such
as refrigerator, they have to prepare some kinds of dried food which they can maintain them
for a long time. 52These kinds of food and dried herbs are bought by some of the tourists.
Most of the tourists like them as some desserts.
b. Spiritual Tourist Attraction of Tribal Life which is included of
1. Tribal Hospitality
Tribal people are hospitable persons provided that their confidence is already attained.
They receive guests warmly and in a really friendly manner, as according to the tourists’
comments, the guests think that they have had a deep relationship with them; and this is the
most attractive thing that they (tourist) have found in their travel to nomad’s place.
Although maybe the Khamseh nomadic women do not have many things for receiving
the guests, they share their kindness and purity. Because of that, in their belief, the guest is
the cause of blessing and grace for their life. They receive the guest kindly without any
prospect. This is the exact meaning of private hospitality. And also according to tourists’
comments this feature has a key role in making their travel wonderful and memorable; as
most of them believe that they never have experienced such as that, before. Further more
there are a lot of tourists who believe that the hospitality and friendly manner of Iranian and
in special nomadic tribal women’s hospitality has affected their thought about Iran; they
found Iranian culture much friendlier than the one they had known through advertisement.
2. Poems, Proverbs and Stories
Khamseh tribal poems, proverbs and stories show the tribal beliefs, wishes and pains.
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Because of that the tribal women knows that they can buy their food productions to the tourists and the
tourists like them, they have increased their variety and amount of their productions
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3. Songs and dances
Tribal women usually sing different songs, when they are doing daily chores or making
handicrafts. These songs often are in relation to the work which they do at that time. Also
they (songs), again show the tribal women’s beliefs, hope, wishes, concerns and sorrows.
Hearing this songs and off course knowing their meanings is so interesting for the
tourists.
Khamseh tribal people have (such as the other tribal people) special dances, which are
done in special occasions and celebration. Although both men and women attend the tribal
dance, the women dances are more attractive.
Because of that the tribal real dance are done just in special occasions, then most of the
tourists who have visited the Khamseh tribe could not see them, instead they could attend
some nightly concerts which are established by children and a few men informally and in a
very simple shape. During these concerts children apply the very simple musical instruments
and sing 53some tribal songs.
4. Tribal Games
Although tribal children are busy and do not have much time for playing games (in
special group playing), usually in moonlit nights they gathered and play. Their playing is so
exciting and interesting. Some of the tourists have pointed to the tribal children’s games as
interesting tourist attractions.
5. Chores
All parts of the Khamseh tribal women’s chores are attractive for the tourists. Living with
the primitive tools and devices are unimaginable for todays human, but tribal women use
them and watching them and their trying and at the same time, their satisfaction of life is
really marvelous for the tourists.
53

It is necessary to say that before increasing the amount of the tourist these children sing just some fashion pop
music, but as they have known that tourists like more traditional songs they have tried to learn them of their
mothers.
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6. Tribal Customs
Tribal customs such as marriage, mourning, birth, “Nazri Pazan”, New Year
celebrations, “Yalda”, and other customs which paying to each one can make clear special
aspects of tribal life styles.
7. Respects, Dependency, and Union Between the Tribal People
Khamseh tribal people respect the hierarchical order; for example young people respect
elder; as when they seat in a place, youth seat formally, they control their voice(young people
do not speak loudly when an elder seat there, etc. this feature is more respected between
women.
Dependency and union is a clear feature between tribal people. Tourists see this issue
between tribal women clearly and they have mentioned this feature as an attractive and
interesting feature through their comments. Some examples of this issue are as follow.
1. The women of different “Siah Chador”s( which are near to each other), gather and do
some activities such as cooking bread, coloring the worsted for production of carpet or other
handicrafts, taking and carrying water from the spring water, and many other examples.
2. It is a usual happening that the gathered milk of a family’s domesticated animals is not
enough for diary production; and this is an important problem for the tribal women. But they
could resolve it through an interesting strategy. They borrow the milk of their animal to one
family, and that family produce diary from that and another days that family and others
borrow their animal’s milk to another family; and this chain repeat to the end. Also they
really control the amount of borrowed milk for avoiding other problems.

4-3 Impacts of Tourism on the Tribal Community With Emphasize on the
Tribal Women
Although it require time to see and measure the impacts of tourism and ecotourism on the
tribal community, according to observations and field works done by the author it is possible
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to explain the impacts qualitatively, and divided them to positive and negative impacts.
However it is possible that in long term a careful review of positive and negative impacts of
the present time is very necessary. In other word it is possible that some of the positive
impacts change to negative and vice versa. The observed impacts are as follow:
a. Positive Impacts of the Tourism on the Tribal Community
For more analysis of positive effects of tourism it is better to divide it again to following
subgroups:
1. Economic Impacts of Tourism
The tribal women believe that there are not clear economical impacts of tourism, but
observation shows some kinds of positive economic changes which according to Barzegars
are as a result of tourists arrival to the tribal region.
However economical impacts of tourist arrival affect the tribal society in two dimensions:
directly and indirectly.


Direct Economic Impacts of Tourism
Tourists buy the women’s tribal productions such as handicrafts and traditional food. In

this way they (tribal tourism) are encouraged to increase their production in amount and
diversity. Then they have more production to show to the tourists directly (in the Siah
Chadors), or indirectly (through the Barzegars exhibition). There fore they receive more
revenue directly.


Indirect Economic Impacts of Tourism
Because of that the Barzegars believe that much direct revenue 54has some negative

impacts on the tribal communities, then they (Barzegars), decide on expending the extra
revenue of tribal women. For example this extra money are expended on providing some

54

For example there are some tribal families which expend their extra revenue on some unimportant things such
as satellite, cigarette, opium material, etc. also there are some examples of tribal families which because of
increasing of their money decided to change their lifestyle from tribal nomadic to settled lifestyle.
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hygienic materials such as washing material, some basic materials for producing the
handicrafts such as carpet wooden frame, some basic medical materials such as bandage,
antisepticising liquids, etc.
Then as a result of these two economical impacts groups, the level of social well being is
changed to better.
2. Cultural Impacts of Tourism
Cultural impacts of tourism are so clear in this society. And they can be explained as
below, shortly.

.

Increasing the self reliance between tribal women.
The most important cultural impacts which the tribal women emphasize on, is the

increasing of self- reliance. In other word they believe that through the tourism they could
find their traditional culture which was forgotten during long years and at the same time they
respect to their traditional culture. When they consider that foreign tourists pass thousands
mils just for seeing the tribal lifestyles and also in spite of not having enough facilities for
receiving guests by the tribal women, tourists are satisfied with being with the tribal families
as the guest, then they (tribal women) find their self-confidence and try to find their priorities.
When in spite of so much difficulty which the tribal women have in their life (because of the
features of the tribal lifestyle), and so many facilities which the tourists have in their life, the
tourists regret about having a lifestyle such as the tribal women, they recognize themselves
strengthens. Then they become happy and this happiness is transferred to other family
members. While before engaging in tourism and having relationships with the tourists they
have afraid of contact with city settled people, because they thought that they are more
humble than the burgess people. Then the tribal people did not the burgess people.
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The tribal women believe that, just having guests can be the cause of their happiness

because it can provide a small change in their routine life and this small change can make
them happy in some ways. When their guests are from different cultures and respect to their
culture they are satisfied more with them.
Further more, another cause of increase in self reliance is that the tribal women recognize
that they can have more collaboration with the men in economical activities. Also the tribal
men can concern more to women and their capabilities.
The other cultural impacts of tourism can be the consequences of above mentioned impact.


More encouragement for living in traditional Siah Chadors, instead of living in dedicated

tents by the charity Red Crescent population.


Decorating the home environment by the traditional handicrafts



Wearing the traditional tribal clothes and jewelries



Producing the forgotten handicrafts. It means that in the past there were some kinds of

handicrafts which were produced by the tribal women and today they are not produced any
more. Now because of the tourists and their favors to the traditional tribal life, they try to
produce more traditional handicrafts.


More concern to the traditional tribal literature. For example they try to remember more

classical poems, stories, songs, proverb, etc.


More concern to personal and social hygiene. The tribal women try to have more

adornment. Then they more use the toothbrush, change their clothes soon, use the bathroom
for taking shower, etc. Also some of them have changed their animal places from a place so
close to Siah Chadors to the more a way places. Some of the tribal families did not have any
special suitable place for the W.C, but they had to make such places or change them to better
one.
55

They believe that the life period is too short, and they should not pass it with the sadness; then they welcome
every cause of happiness.
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3. Environmental Impacts of Tourism
Tribal women try to prepare every facility they can for receiving their guests (tourists).
And this preparation affects their life, too. For example:


They clean more their homes and around environments.



They do not scatter garbage around the Siah Chadors or even on the places more away

from the Siah chadors; also they do not scatter the garbage in the river and other water sides;
instead they burn them or bury in the pits which provided for this meaning. Because they like
to have a clean environment for receiving the guests. Although the tribal women’s main goal
was avoiding a kind of visual pollution, they reach to maintaining their around environment
from the water and soil pollutions, too.


To the environmental protection issues, the tribal women stopped the usage of provisional

dishes for servicing their traditional food who were encouraged to use them for their guests
previously by the ecotourism manager (Abbas). Then the environmental impacts of using the
provisional dishes made by synthetic material was explained to them by their guests (the
tourists), they realized the threat of these material to the environment as well as human health
and now they use their own traditional dishes for their tourists; but with very careful hygienic
method (i.e. using washing up liquids and clean water).then in this way actually they stopped
the environmental pollutions of a kind of dangerous synthetic material. The tribal women
thank the tourists they have been taught about the danger of these resistant synthetic material.

b. Negative Impact of Tourism on the Tribal Community

Maybe yet there are not clear signs of negative impacts of tourism in this society. It
seems that one of its reasons is the powerful religious construction of nomadic tribal cultures,
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but there are some signs which can be counted as pre cautions. For example some women are
observed who use of burgess fashion makeup materials. According to themselves, they like to
be looked more beautiful in this way (this has a clear different which the tribal culture
issues). Some of the tribal women force to their husband for being allowed for traveling
alone. Their reason is that there are a lot of women tourists who in spite of having children
and husband, travel alone around the world; and some of them (tribal women) has been
successful and getting allowed for traveling alone.
Although in above explanations there is not a sign of clear dangers, if the mentioned
points or such as that grow and spread among tribal women in uncontrolled way can be the
causes of cultural problem because they can threat the family correlations.
The possible negative impacts of tourism in this society will be discussed in later chapter.

4-4 The Tribal Women’s Comments on Nomadic Tourism
The tribal women like the tourists and believe that they are the cause of blessing of their
life (because of cultural benefits which they have had on their lifestyle); also some of them
(tribal women) believe that through the nomadic tourism and having communication with
foreign people they could introduce their culture in best way; in other word they could say
them (the tourists) that the Iranian culture is much different from the terrorism.
However they have not understood much economic benefits of the tourism during the
period of last 3years. They believe that the most attractive things in nomadic tourism is
nomadic lifestyles and the tribal daily chores which the women do; but according to the
settlement program which the government follows for the nomadic tribes and so much
difficulties which they (tribal people) have in their life, gradually they leave their traditional
life styles and settle. In other word the most important potential for the nomadic tourism
attraction gradually will ruin.
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The tribal life style is a human heritage and also it is as a treasure for at least economical
benefits (through the tourism industry) for the government and the country.
The women think that, the tourism is an opportunity for maintaining the tribal lifestyle
heritage, which they (tribal women) can run and even manage the most parts of it. But the
government should want and support them. For example:


The government should not follow the settlements program for the nomadic
tribes, instead it should support them for maintaining their traditional life style,
by not limiting the migration territories of nomadic tribes, not passing the main
roads in their territories, not changing their pastures to the agricultural grounds
or etc, 56also the government should helps economically to the nomadic tribes, as
this help should encourage the nomadic tribes to maintain their traditional
nomadic lifestyle. In the other word they believe that at they can be so active in
different parts of nomadic tourism, if their traditional lifestyle can be maintained.



The basic materials for handicrafts should be in their accessibility.



They should use the economic benefits of nomadic tourism.
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The tribal women have a suggestion for the government on this issue: the economical support should be
entitled just to the nomadic people who migrate and maintain their traditional lifestyle.
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CHAPTER 5
DISCUSSION
AND
CONCLUSION
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5-1 Discussion and conclusion
The findings of the previous chapters are discussed below through 3 dimensions:
First: The model which is provided by Boyd
and Butler (1996). According to Ghazi (2005)
the model explains the role of stakeholders and
decision-making framework, which are active in
eco tourism.
57

Figure 5-1 Stakeholders and DecisionMaking framework (Boyd and Butler, 1996)

According to the findings, the tribal women as the main players in the host community
of the nomadic society could produce the ecotourists’ satisfaction and happiness. The
tourists’ comments confirm this claim.
It is said that how the tribal women have the main role in nomadic tourism of this tribal
society; because the tribal women do their routine life and this (even all small parts of the
life style which the tourist could see) is the most important attraction in nomadic tourism.
Again according to the tourists’ comments the thing that makes their travel as a travel to a
magic world is the tribal women hospitality.
Actually, the tribal women do their traditional nomadic private hospitality for the
tourists, because they do not receive any direct money because of the hosting them and
then in this way they provide the suitable context for doing commercial hospitality which
are done by “Barzegars”; although themselves (the tribal women) do not receive enough
economic benefits.
57

For having a more clear figure see appendix 8
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The tourists are satisfied with their travel to this nomadic society; and this shows that
the tribal women do their hosting role well.
It can be said that the tribal women do their role in the run of sustainable ecotourism
through 3 main dimensions:


They are handicraft producer.



They show and introduce the traditional tribal cultures and at the same time they
maintain the culture for the future generations.



They host and service the guests.



They protect the environment.



They can guide the tourists; then they can do the job as tour guide.

In other word they provide and exhibit the attractions, maintain the culture and the
environment, and host the tourists. Also they can provide customer satisfaction (which can be
the most important cause of the customer retention).
Furthermore, they show that they have a good understanding of their jobs as host
community members, also the parts of the problems which are as obstacles of sustainable
nomadic tourism. Even they have some suggestions for solving some of those difficulties.
Since a sustainable nomadic tourism development requires a good efficient planning and
decision-making, the government can use the tribal women’s comments and their experiences
about the nomadic tourism in Bavanat. In the other word they can be as government advisors
in planning stage for ecotourism development in rural and tribal areas of the country.
On the other hand the tourists play their role as good tourists; since it was shown they had
a lot of cultural and environmental positive impacts on this society; although there are some
pale signs of dangers of negative impacts of the tourists.
It can be said that the Barzegars as tour leaders and a part of the host community has an
important role in the quality of goodness of the tourists; because they make a good
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relationships between tourists and the tribal community by doing different jobs. For example
by providing some small gifts given to the tribal women by the tourists; so the Barzegars do a
traditional custom of the tribal society; and at the same time they make a suitable context for
making the friendly relationships between two stakeholders in the nomadic tourism. Also
they educated and encouraged the tourists for paying attention to and doing the tribal laws.
Then the possibility of negative impact of tourism is reduced.
With considering above explanations, it seems that the two stakeholders (host community and
the tourists) approach the sustainable ecotourism.
But according to the model which is provided by Boyd and Butler (1996), in a successful
sustainable ecotourism industry, there are three main stakeholders (if the tourism industry and
the authority are considered at the same side) for gaining the success in having a sustainable
ecotourism, all of them should play their role properly and completely. In the other word with
lack of each of stakeholders or having a weak one a lot of difficulty will be provided for
getting the sustainable ecotourism.
The national government (as political authority and the main decision-making) and the local
government as its subgroup are the members of the third stakeholder which should play the
role for getting the sustainable ecotourism. The role of government should be a coordinator
management role which could lead and support the other stakeholders to achieve a successful
sustainable ecotourism; but in practice it is clear that the third stakeholder in the nomadic
tourism in the discussed society could not play its role properly. There are some reasons for
this claim. At first, the government is the cause of reduction of the number of nomadic tribal
families, by following the settlement programs about the nomadic tribes. On the other hand it
is the cause of overthrow of the traditional nomadic culture, which actually is the main tourist
attraction in nomadic tourism.Doing nomadic tourism without real nomadic people is
impossible.
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Second, the government has not supported the tribes for accessing enough basic facilities.
For example, the tribe do not access the basic facilities such as enough Hammam or bathroom, treated water, medical facilities, enough educational facilities for the children, suitable
road, etc. so they can not prepare suitable host facilities for tourists (as their capability) for
comfortable staying near the tribe.
Third, the third stakeholder ( for example: local and national government) has not done
any special program for more encouragement of the tribal women for more engagement in
tourism programs; as the tribal women even do not receive enough economical benefits. It is
necessary to say that, because of much life difficulties which the tribal families have in their
life, they are ready to leave their traditional nomadic lifestyle and accept the settlement
lifestyle; as there are a lot of nomadic tribal families which because of receiving a few
money, leave their nomadic life and settle in the rural side and work as seasonal workers.
Economical benefits which are gained through nomadic tourism engagement can prevent
their settlement; also this kind of economical benefit encourages them to maintain their
traditional culture; and strengthen the self confidence in them.
Then it is clear that if the Iranian government wants to choose the nomadic tourism as
one of the important tourism resources, should play its role exactly and completely.
Otherwise continuing the nomadic tourism is impossible.

Second: The destination lifecycle model of Butler (1980) which is discussed by Tom
Baum (1998), Ghazi (2000) and Gary R. Hovinen (2001).
According to them, the destination lifecycle model of Butler(1980), can be used as a
useful framework for analyzing the destination’s situation in tourism involvement. Some
important points of Butler’s Lifecycle theory which are relevant to this research are below:
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Unless there is recognition of capacity or limits to growth, tourist numbers can be
expected to decline as the physical appearance of the destination and the quality
of experience deterioration.



If good overall management is lacking, decline is probably inevitable.



Long-term planning of destination is necessary to avoid eventual decline.

Nomadic tourism in Iran is so new. And then it is so new in Bavanat, too. Now the
Iranian government tries to invest in nomadic tourism as one of the Iran’s important tourism
potentials. With considering the great potential of Bavanat for growing in this part, the great
growth of nomadic tourism can be anticipatable; but because of that the government as one of
the main stakeholders of nomadic tourism in Bavanat does not play its role sufficiently and
exactly, it is possible to get the decline stage, soon. In other word when the nomadic tribes
have to settle because of the forces from the government and having much difficulty in life,
the most important nomadic tourist’s attraction (the traditional nomadic lifestyles) will be
missed. On the other hand when because of not support from the government, the tribal
women not earn enough economical benefits, it is possible for them to leave their job in
nomadic tourism. Then as a result of two above mentioned points, it may the nomadic
tourism in Bavanat without complete passing the growth stages of Butler’s lifecycle model,
decline so fast. According to Butler there is an extreme need for a long term planning for
maintaining the growth in nomadic tourism in this region for avoiding the decline stage.
According to Butler when there is a decline in a tourist attraction, another attraction (if
there is a potential or possibility) will replace it. On the other hand, as it is said previously,
there is a high potential of different ecotourists attractions in Bavanat, then if the attraction of
Nomadic tourism decline the other kinds of ecotourism will replace it.

76

For example hunting tour may replace the nomadic tourism. Then there will be more threats
for the environment and ecology.
On the other hand, the dangers of changes in the destination attractions threat the
destinations through the mass tourism, too. There fore there is a need of estimation of caring
capacity for avoiding of such ecological dangers.
If the government consider itself as the first manager or leader in nomadic tourism
market of Iran, first it is necessary to satisfy its force works (the nomadic society members,
which can be considered as interior customers of the manager), and then try to satisfy the
tourists.

Third: The concepts of Authenticity and commoditization in tourism according to
Erik Cohen, 1988.
According to Erick Cohen(1988), “Commoditization” is a process by which things (and
activities) come to be evaluated primarily in terms of their exchange value, in a context of
trade, thereby becoming goods (and services); developed exchange system in which the
exchange value of things (and activities) is stated in terms of price form a market.
In tourism context this concept (commoditization) brings an important question with itself:
what happens to the some meaning (particularly religious, cultural, and social) of things (and
activities) once they become commoditized, particularly under the impacts of tourism. Cohen
believes that, Commoditization does not necessarily destroy the meaning of cultural products,
neither for the locals nor for the tourist although it may do so under certain conditions.
Tourist-oriented products frequently acquire new meaning for the locals, as they become a
distinctive mark of their ethnic or cultural identity, a vehicle of self representation before an
external public.
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In nomadic tourism of Bavanat, the tourist attractions are the types of cultural attractions.
It means that the nomadic lifestyle (with its details; for example, even the songs which the
women sing when they do their tasks, different customs, etc), which are done and shown by
the tribal women, the traditional nomadic hospitality, the deserts, foods and beverages, and
even the handicrafts which are produced by them can be countered as cultural attractions of
this nomadic society. Further more, the important parts of the nomadic tour packages are run
in the tribal places. In other word, the tourists are in direct contact with the tribal women and
their traditional cultures, because they experience the nomadic lifestyle directly. Then it can
be said that commoditization of traditional nomadic culture is done in this tribal society in a
high level. With a simple looking at this issue it can be said that the authenticity of the
traditional nomadic culture is in danger (both for the tourists and the tribal women), because
of that the tribal women exaggerate their cultural issue to the tourists for the money and at the
same time the tourists see an exaggerated cultural issues. And then gradually the original
nomadic culture will be disappeared and on the other hand the tourists will be dissatisfied
with the lack of authenticity of the tourist attractions of this society.
But with a deeper looking at the issue and the situation of the traditional nomadic
cultures it will be clear that commoditization of this culture has had some positive impact
until now.
There are some reasons for that. Because of tourists’ arrival some parts of nomadic
culture of the tribal women became alive again. For example the tribal women tried to wear
their traditional clothes and decorations (before the tourists, most of them dressed the today’s
usual women clothes), they tried to remember some of the ancient songs and customs and
then they run them for the tourists; they tried to produce some of forlorn handicrafts; they
became encouraged to live in their traditional nomadic home ( Siah Chador) and decorate it
in traditional styles, etc.
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The traditional nomadic cultures and its signs had passing the disappeared trend during
last 80 years; and during recent years this trend has an increasing growth. While through the
commoditization of the some parts of the nomadic cultures by the tribal women of this
society, some parts of the culture have become alive again. Then according to Erick Cohen
the commoditization of culture always is not a bad thing; although it should not be ignored
the negative impacts of this kind of commoditization which can appear as a result of mass
tourism. This society is a kind of so sensitive (fragile) society (because of the people’s pure
culture). For avoiding such situation (mass tourism) the caring capacity of the nomadic
society should be measured carefully. And also according to the caring capacity the tourists
who would like to visit the society should be picked. In other word the tourists who are
picked should have an understanding of the sensitivity of such societies or tourists attractions.
It means that they should have the suitability for being countered in the real ecotourists
groups. On the other hand they should have such an educational program before visiting the
society (for becoming familiar with such culture). So in this way it is possible to reduce the
negative impacts of tourists’ arrival and commoditization of the nomadic culture. It seems
that, until now, approximately above conditions have been concerned in the society; because
of following reasons. The tourists became familiar and obeyed the traditional nomadic
cultures (in some levels) and its rules (by the Barzegars ‘efforts). Also the friendly manner of
Barzegars and the satisfying hospitality which have been done for the tourists was a powerful
tool for encouraging them to obey and do the Barzegars’ requests about the nomadic society.
It is necessary to say although the tourist before coming to Bavanat have paid the costs,
the hospitality which is done by Barzegarz and the tribal women can be countered as private
hospitality (in some levels), because of that they do not pay directly for the services and the
extra services. I believe that this issue and the friendly manner of the tribal women have
affected the encouragement of the tourists for obeying the rules and acting as the ecotourists.
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Therefore with considering above explanations the goals of this research were achieved.
The importance of the tribal women’s role in nomadic tourism was shown; the areas of
nomadic tourism which they (the nomadic tribal women) active in were recognized and
illustrated; and the capabilities of the tribal women for having more active role in this kind of
tourism were identified and discussed. Also further results which were gained through this
research were discussed.

5-2

Limitations

Although researcher has tried to do her bests for achieving the most correct results, there
were some limitations which made some difficulties for more investigations. Those
limitations can be summarized as follows:
1- The time of the research was so limited.
2- The research had to be done in low season of nomadic tourism of Bavanat, then the
researcher could not access to a suitable amount of ecotourists for doing the
quantitative research as well. Then qualitative methods have been followed for
gathering data on tourists’ comments as well.

5-3 Suggestions
With regard to all previous discussions, below suggestions are recommended to get the
sustainable nomadic tourism development.

1. Before concentration on the role of the tribal nomadic woman, paying attention to
some important points such as below is necessary:
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The traditional nomadic life (as the first and most important attraction in
nomadic tourism) should be maintained.



The welfare facilities should be provided for the nomadic people (with
concentration on their traditional lifestyle maintenance).

2. There is a need to think with long-term vision, as current practices, as well as
medium term local planning strategies which tends to the sustainability in
nomadic tourism development.
3. The nomadic tribal women (as the key factors in nomadic societies) and their
comments on nomadic tourism should be considered in every (long term,
medium term, and immediate) nomadic tourism planning.
4. The nomadic people and in special women engaging the nomadic tourism as the
local people of host community should understand the benefits and in special
economic benefits of nomadic tourism.
5. The more opportunities should be prepared for the tribal women in nomadic
tourism.
6. The caring capacity of the nomadic society for receiving the tourist should be calculate.
And then according to that the amounts of the tourists’ arrival will be recognized.
And the last but not least:
7. There is a need of doing a lot of studies and researches on the role of the tribal women
in nomadic tourism development for having better sustainable planning in nomadic
tourism.
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Source: The Governmental Office of Fars Province

Appendix 2

88

Distribution of “Khamseh Tribes” in “Yeylagh”s of Fars
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Location of Bavanat in the Context of Topography of Iran
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Figure 5-1 Stakeholders and Decision- Making framework (Boyd and
Butler, 1996)
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