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The last years several reforms has influenced the educational system in Sweden. As a 
consequence of one of those reforms, a new curricula for the compulsory school, has offered 
teachers and pupils in Swedish schools a totally new system of assessment. The pupils are to 
be assessed and get credits already in the 6th grade. I addition to a new kind of credit scale, 
formative assessment is highlighted as an important part of teaching and learning; assessment 
for learning rather than assessment of learning. The formulation of standards, for three level 
of passed, has been made more explicit to make more equal assessment possible. Clarity and 
transparency, has been steering concepts in the formulation process. The motive has been to 
offer parents and pupils’ possibility to influence education and assessment in schools. 
Knowledge should be formulated in text to make communication between different agents 
possible. At the same time the teacher is expected to make holistic assessment of the pupils’ 
acquired knowledge. In a subject as music, the overall assessment can transcend what is 
possible to verbalize. In several other subjects written and spoken language constitute the 
primary media of communication. Musical knowledge though, can be expressed and 
experienced in sounding forms, a mode of expression that not easily can be captured and 
articulated in written text. Hence, there is a risk that essential parts of music as a school 
subject is excluded from teaching, based on a view that they are too complicated to assess 
equal, or impossible to communicate verbally in a clear way. There is a risk that the new 
demands on clear formulations reduce the subject to include just some forms of knowledge 
that seems to be easy to measure, verbalise and talk about.  The current study aims to 
systematically and critically investigate relations between the goals, performance and 
consequences for the music subject of the reform and the new curricula, with a specific focus 
on assessment aspects. Earlier research has generally stated that reforms take time to 
implement, and specifically that assessment in music is complicated because of its 
complexity. Educational research shows that raised measurability not necessarily increase 
knowledge development. In addition to that music educational research underline that there 
seems music teachers lack a tradition to verbalize sounding aspects of music, and that musical 
assessment criteria are perceived as subjective, in difference from objective measurable, and 
thereby not suitable in teaching contexts. Accordingly the new assessment system offers 
challenges, as the differences between credit levels are expressed as qualities and not 
quantities. In the subject music it becomes especially interesting to follow teachers’ 
understanding of knowledge aspects, as well as their experience of and valuing student’s 
expressions in a qualitative way. There is also possible that the forced verbalisation of these 
quality aspects get consequences for the actual teaching. The current study aims to investigate 
in which ways the raised measurability and verbalisation of qualitative aspects influence the 
students’ musical learning. The first phase of the study include interviews with music teachers 
teaching in year 5-7 about changes in their teaching practice as well as their perception of the 
new demands in Lgr11. The second phase will be a survey, aiming to map the implementation 
scenario among Swedish music teach in the same years. The third and final part gets its 
inspiration from Engeström’s activity theory where structural and intentional contradictions 
has a key function for learning and development. In this phase the teachers’ as well as the 
students’ perspectives are focused through participant observation, interviews, and collegial 
conversations. The teachers define the problems found in practice, which are discussed among 



colleagues who together create strategies for further development. A model for general 
development work will be constructed through the project. By limiting the investigation to 
teachers in year 5-7 the study can claim to generate new knowledge concerning a group of 
teachers that have been neglected earlier. In the presentation at the conference we will present 
the study as a whole and also communicate some preliminary results from the first phase 
interview study.  
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