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Abstract  
The paper presents an action research project with focus on teachers’ perspective on 
transformation and implementation of transformation activities in mathematics in the Sámi 
preschool and Sámi school. The method for the action research was based on critical 
utopian action research model. The theoretical points of departure were taken from 
Smith’s theory of indigenous perspective and Banks’ theory for integration of multicultural 
content in the teaching, which also is going to be discussed in the paper from point of the 
concept intercultural education. The concept multicultural made it possible to discuss the 
transformations activities from point of teachers’ perspective on the Sámi culture, there 
concordance between the intercultural and critical theories was found, but the 
multicultural theories also made the contrast between the indigenous perspective and 
critical theories and intercultural education. The paper aim to discuss the exchange of 
ideas within the study between intercultural or multicultural and critical theories and 
methodologies from point of an indigenous perspective. The transformations activities 
were implemented through thematic work with elements of mathematics, through 
mathematical assignments where the content of the arithmetic problems dealt with Sámi 
cultural elements or through activities where the Sámi culture served as the basis for 
attempts to transform the learning of mathematics. The implementation implied a 
recontextualisation of Sámi culture for education in mathematics that made visible a 
distance between Sámi traditional knowledge and educational knowledge. The process 
made decolonisation visible in the teachers’ efforts to try to focus on the Sámi traditional 
knowledge together with mathematics in preschool and school.  
 
 
 
 


